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Green fuel: Delhi airport to p]lot SAF trials

I!nHt Vaid
Neew Dl

India is set to launch a pilot
project to meke sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) available
at Delhi's Indira Gandhi In-
ternatiomal Airport.

In technical terms, SAF
refers to  renewsble o
waste-derived jet fuel that
meets sustainability criteria.
Corpomtion received certi-
fication to produce SAF at
its Panipat refinery.

The SAF blend will be
produced by using the hy-
droprocessed  esters  and
fatty acids (HEFA) pathway,
with feedstock such as used
cooking oil or even rice
straw (parali).

Notably, Delhi  was
chosen as the pilot site as
the Indian (il Corporation’s
Penipat refinery  supplics
aviation turbine fuel to a
dedicated depot meant for
the airport through a
pipcline.

HUGE ADVANTAGE

“That is the beauty of SAF.
You den't have to

the infrastructure to imple-
ment it. It's like fossil fuel,”
said Jane Hupe, ty Dir-
ector, Em'tmpn‘;nmmnrh' ;
Air Transport Burcau, UN

il RFRAHEE F

FUEL SHIFT. The Centre plans to implement indicative targets
of 1 per cent SAF blend in ATF from 2027, increasing to 2 per cent
in 2028 and eventually reaching 5 par cent by 2030 muress

body International Civil Avi-
ation Crrganization (ICAD).

Hupe pointed out that the
existing pipeline gives India
a htggpgmmgc as it
avoids the need for costly
new transport and distribu-
tion systems.

“%o, the infrastructure
that they already have to
produce and distribute the
fuel to the airport can also
be used for SAF, and that's a
big plus for this techno-
logy,” Hupe told
hﬁyinem!i:r::. ¥

Overall, SAF plays a
pivotal mole in the Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International
Aviation (CORSIA).

This scheme is being im-
plemented in three phases,

with participation voluntary
between 2021 and 2026.

India has chosen not to
participate in the voluntary
phases. However, offsctting
requircments under COR-
SIA for Indian carriers will
begin in 2027,

The scheme applies to in-
ternational flights originat-
ing from one coumtry and
landing in another,

INDICATIVE TARGETS
Accordingly, the Centre
plans to implement the
scheme with indicative tar-
ETS-E[UE a ong per cent SAF

in ATF starting in
2027, increasing to two per
cent in 2028, and eventually
reaching five per cent by
2030,

In addition, India is in the
process of framing a com-
prehensive policy to pro-
mote both the production
and utilisation of SAF.

Last month, speaking to
bustnessline, Union Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram
Mohan Nazidu emphasised
that India holds a natural
advantage in this segment.

“The first advantage is
our geography, which allows
us to become an exporter,
and the second is  the
massive availability of feed-
stock,” Maidu said.

At present, India has aver
750 million tonnes of avail-
ahle biomass and nearly 230
million tonnes of surplus
agricultural residue that can
be used to produce SAF.

“India has the capacity to
become a global leader in
SAF production,” the Minis-
ter asserted, adding that
SAF production in Indis is
projected to excesd do-
mestic demand, therelty po-
sitioning the country as a
major exporter.

Currently, India’s refining
capacity enables it to export
50 per cent of its avietion
turbine  fuel  (ATF)
production.

“So it is natural for us to
pursue this subject, given
our commitment to sustain-

ahility,” he said,
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FLYING HIGH | The VVIP aircraft made a quick visit to the NMIA
on Wednesday to perform an operational drill; this is first
instance of a wide-body plane touching down at new airport

‘India One’ to carry PM to
NMIA for Oct 8 openmg

Dhairya Gajara &
Ashish Singh
MuMBAM

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will land at the Navi
Mumbai International
Afrport (NMIA) on October 8
with the majestic ‘India One’
aircraft to inangurate the air-
port The VVIP aircraft also
made a quick visit to NMIA on
Wednesday to perform an
operational drill. This became
the first instance of a wide-
body aircraft arriving at the
NMIA, after IndiGos test flight
in December with a narmow-
body Airbus A320,

‘India Oné, the multi-hillicn
aircraft with the call sign ‘Air
India One, is one of the two
custom-made VVIP Boeing-
777 aircraft to transport the
Indian PM., President and the
Vice President

The VVIP aircraft, operated
by Air Force officials, landed
at around 10.30am on
Wednesday and departed for
Delhi again at around 2pm,
amid which the officials
ensured all landing and take-
off requirements were met.

Meamwhile, preparations
are in full swing as the NMIA

nears its inmngur-
ation date, after
battling multiple
delays and post-

ponement.  The
only pending for-
mality, before the

airport can be inaugur-
ated, was completed on
Tuesday as the airport oper-
ator, Navi Mum bai
International Airport Ltd
(NMIAL), obtmined the aero-
drome license from the
Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

Along with India’s first ‘sec-
ond city-airport’, the PM is
also expected to inaugurate
multiple development pro-
jects and a fintech event dur-
ing his two-day visit to
Mumbai.  According  to
sources, he is likely o arrive
straight at NMIA onthe inaug-

uration day.

“NNIA is
equipped to
handle Code E
aircraft with
wingspan from
52mt te 63mt
which includes

Boeing777. The PM: air-
craft canbe easily landed here
and therefore he does not
need to fly in by a chopper”
said a source on condition of
anonyvmity

Gautam Adani, the chair-
person of Adani Group which
is the major stakeholder in
NMIAL, had also visited the
airport on Tuesday with his
private jet for a comprehen-
sive review and personal
walkthrough ofthe final prep-
arations. He undertook a
demiled inspection of the air-
port by assessing technical

IHBRIEI-'

'lndh Ona’ isa

multi-billion

aircraft with the
call sign ‘Air India One’

It is one of the two
custom-made VVIP

Boeing-T7T aircraft

They are flown to
8 transport the
Indian PM,

President and the
Vice President
progress
readiness.

“Every runway, every ter-
minal, every gate here carries
the imprint of thousands of
hands and hearts. This ismore
than an airport, it is & monu-
ment to the spirit of Bharat,
built by its pecple, for its
people;” he said

and operational
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Authorities plan traffic easing
measures ahead of airport ops

Raina Assainar

AN MUMER]

Bkt

With the Nawvi Mumbai

International Airport (NMLA)
expected to become oper-
ational spon, civic and traffic
authorities have begun draw-
ingup plans to ease the antici-
pated surge in vehicular load
across key city roads,

The Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation
[NMMC) is in tallis with the
traffic police to divert heavy
vehicles through the MIDC
area from Uran Phata to
decongest the Sion-Panvel
Highway, which will be one of
the main corridors leading to
the  airport.  Municipal
Commissioner Kailash Shinde
said Palm Beach Road (PBR),
the city’s arterial link from
Thane and Vashi, will carry

both airport-bound and lecal
traffic, making it highly vul-
nerable  to  bottlenecks.
“Upgrading and maintaining
Palm Beach Road will be our
highest priority since there is
no scope for expansion,”
Shinde said.

Several infrastructure pro-
jects are already underway,
including a flyover at Turbhe,
the Airoli-Katai Naka flyover,
and phased concreting of the
PBR stretch up to the NMMC
headquarters. “We  are
sequencing projects one after
anpther to minimise dis-
rupticns, as undertaking them
all at once would worsen traf-
fic. Shinde explained.

NMMC is also coordinating
with the Maharashtra State
Road Development
Corporation (M3RDC) to
strengthen connecting roads

leading into Navi Mumbai.
With traffic from Mulund
expected to funnel through
Airoli and Mumbai-bound
vehicles from Vashi, officials
said careful coordination will
be crucial to avoid gridlocks.
DCP Traffic  Tirupati
Kakade sald that measures to
widen Palm Beach Road near
Killa Junction are being
studied, including removing
the footpath opposite Killa
structure at Killa Junction,
“Palm Beach Road would get
congested, but since there are
signals at all important junc-
tions, we assume that traffic

jams can be avoided. National

Highways Authority of India is
also planning flyovers along
Palm Beach Road” Kakade
said. NMIA is expected to get
inaugurated on October 8 by
P Narendra Modi.
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@ Hinhustan Time:

NAVI MUMBAI
AIRPORT WILL BE
NAWED AFTER

DB PATIL: FADNAVIS
Press Tt o i

MUMBAL Malsmshira chiel
niinister Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday said the SNovi Mumisl
Internationsl Alrport will be
narmed after ke T Patil o pod
tictinn amil socwal activist widely
hailed Ior his work that ensared
profeci-affecied persans in e
rigion receivid righifl compen-
SA1Em.

“While gransing permission
Tor the mirport constraction ars
lier. the cenine had approved the
nume ‘Mavi Mumbai Interns-
ticial Adrport. With Lhe pro-
posed renarming. it will mow b
afficiily known as ‘Laknete D8
Pastil M Pelurmobesd Enternaiscnal
Alrpart”. Prime Minisier Naren-
dira Modi has approved the
Sbe's propisal.” Fadrays sad.

Healsonlormad chat appooy-
als for renaming Mune and
Chmtrnpat Sambha)| Magar ar
ports will also be granted soan,
adding the sinte grwernment's
intent remains wnchanged and
e Contre bexs ni aljection o
e mauming.

Prane alrpor s progosed w be
named afier Jagadgurn Sant
Tukernm, wihile Aumognbod air-
part will be numed after Clshat-
rajmiti Sainbhaji Malara), The
stam government had earfer
revamid Auramgahad district &s
Chhatrapad Sambhagnagar,

“The official neme annoance-
mend vill coincide with the cm-
mencement of passenger apenk-
tons, Daring the iokerim dry
run’ period., sdvance bookings
and techmical readiness proce
dhures willl be conthacied,” Fadina-
vinaaid.

The decisiva for retansing
waks cleared by both Houses ol
the staie leglstature and
approved by the state cabines
belome being sent 1o the Contral
government, Fadnavis sid.

Thi thre? proposails are dnder
ensisideration by the Centre and
are expected to be cleared
shartly in Ene with stase roguesss
and meew podicies, he adderd.
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Noida, Navi Mumbai international
airports to begin operations in Oct

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL i Mew Delhd

INDIA is all sef to see two new
mega airports opening up this
month - Nolda International
Alrport (NIA) in Delhi NCR
and Navi Mumbai Internation
al Alrport ln Mumbal Meto-
politan Region (MMR).

While the Navi Mumbai In
ternational Alrport is set to be
inangurated on October 8 by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modl, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mo-
han Najdu recently anmounced
that the much-delayed NLA will
finally be inaugurated on Octo
ber 30. The alrports are belng
developed to mest the growing
demand for air travel and to
ease congestion at the two ex-

ﬂ!m;;;;

isting airports in the country’s
larpest cities. Aviation repula-
tor DGCA has already granted
an asrodrome licence to NMIA
to commence operations. NLA,
located in Jewar (Uttar
Pradesh) is expected to receive
the important Heenss Wiy So0n
as much of the infastructure
is already complete.

Ajrlines have started tying

up with the airporis, Last
month, Alr India joined IndiGo
and Akasa Air to launch opera-
tions from NMIA. For Noida
alrport. IndlGo slgned an Mol!
in November 2023 to serve as
the launch carrier. Akmsa Air
has also committed to building
o sirong network from here

Adani Group Chairman Gau-
tam Adani on Wednesday per-
sonally inspected the final prep-
arationsof the NMIA. Ina social
medis post, Adanl wote, “Ahead
of the inauguration of Navi
Mumbai International Afrport
on & Oct, | met with our differ
ently-abled collkeagues, construe:
tion workers, wonen stall engi-
neers, artisans, fire lighters and
the puards who helped bring
this vision to life”,
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Major terminal shift at Delhi Airport from Oct 26

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Air India will relocate 6O
daily domestic fights to
Delhi iit's Terminal 2
(T2} and Air India Express will
shift all its domestic ser-
vices to T1 from October 26.

The adjustments have
been necessitated due to
the ongoing activities to
augment international pas-
senger capacity that is result-
ing in reduced domestic
capacity at T3, Air India said
in a release on Friday.

The Indira Gandhi
Intermational Airport (ICIA}in
the national capital is the
country's largest airport and
has three terminals — T1, T2
and T3 — and the revamped
T2 is sel to reopen on
Ocrober 26.

"Air India will relocate 6O

of its 180 daily domestic
departures out of Delhi to
the upgraded T2.
Concurrently, Air India
Express will move all its
domestic operations to the
newly renovated and
upgraded Terminal 1 (T1),”
the release said.

According to the airline,
the terminal enlargement
works will reduce domestic
capacity at T3, necessitating
the relocation of certain
domestic operations of Air
India and Air India Express,
effective October 26.

All intermational Rights of
Air India and Air India
Express will continue to
pperate from T3.

Air India’s domestic fights
departing from or armiving at
T2 have been renumbered in
four digits, starting with "1°
like "ANXXX'.

"Passengers whose book-
ings continue to operate
toffrom T3 will receive a
reminder to check their

terminal if they have con-
necting Aights.

Additionally, all passen-
gers checking in online for
AhXXX-series flights will
receive an additional
reminder that their flight
departs from T2," it said.



AIRPORTS AUT HUP#T“! OF iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATRIKA DELHI > QETOBER 2025

Ugell 33 ¥ 180 I 31T, 115 File, YRUR & ¥ v @rE

ST
Gk

pakrika.com

FHew Simer # e

o m o e @ snn AN )

W= AT 22 T fae
et 2 =it S e i
W A Fam Tm T .
s e A H O

fEeelt 1 2m 186 diew e 4 o &

185 A FHER 9Ed AA0E
e TS | 115 TEE
FEA WA e O gEE .4s
il FEE faE 100 w9

i b b ol e & i & qefz & fera -
e e 6 =l = gl e B
%@m#mwéﬂl ﬁgmﬁmmﬁqml = a'-’ TE{

WA TS R E g 9 26 Fanat B TE e it ST FEe T
T | Er #1.30 w9 R Y s o el B o ol ad %WFM@ R, <R 3 a3 v
el % fom 3/ vl T wed & P e MR | e wen o w2 ven Ao AN Bevei Al @
g W AR e A rd A R R R | qigar dgl saen o o) Gl oa 3 R
TR G # T e Rys s e A-REd et med gn ol R afen fiew @ weles
e sam fen w1 ST dreri-faeed & 4 AT & TR0 T 3 S e | g e
AR AT AT T ot R e | omRE TR 30 aE S weE
TR N EE AR A g ¥ e B o o < & o O Pl @ e @ werd R Rl

ST 26 SERAATIO ooy of wft ga ¥ ol 26 | RIS GRA R RS F o 3 W 4 g B
B el % W9 TR T, e e as wedis Rl | JEORGEEEEA W %) ga dion A g &
SRp ST PR % R o e oo 2 ot ] e T A O e R § TR S
fore_ e gea @ wmefn uaTE w5 2 1 26 rati N e S o
St & FaTE &l ’iﬁ mﬂl‘m__ﬁﬁw.ﬁiﬁﬁ swgm e ot dn e il
ﬁmaﬁmﬁzqm—mqﬁpﬂ et v, SRR \

ﬁiﬁawmemﬁﬂmﬂ mﬂgnmﬁrmmﬁﬂﬂn‘rwqﬁmaﬂﬂﬁwwm:




AIRPORTS

,Atl!HtJP1IYIJF HHUtA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

3 QUCTOBER 2025

Passenger traffic grows despite flight

caps at country’s two busiest airports 4,

Manjuvatimesofindia.com

5 the long-delayed Navi
Mumbai airport pro-
ject nears its inaugura-
tion date and Delhi
pushes ahead with the
Noida-Jewar airport opening, In-
dia's air routes map is being re-
drawn. Mumbai-Delhi is the busi-
est domestic airport pair in the
country, with more than 39,000
flights operated on this route last
vear. It translates to an average of
over 100 flights per day in both di-
rections. Yet, the two airports
serving India's top two most pop-
ulated urban agglomerates - the
MumbaiMetropolitan Region and
Delhi-NCR - have hardly seen any
growth in air traffic since 2018,
Airports Authority of India da-
ta for air traffic (landings and take-
offs) handled by Mumbai and Delhi
between April and July 2025 com-
pared to the same period in 2018
shows a telling decline. Delhi air-
port’s air traffic dropped by 2.6 %,
while Mumbai's by 0.2%, which es-
sentially means that the two air-
ports are at the same place as in
2018. Despite a decrease in airline
seat availability at the two airports,
passenger traffic grew from Apr-Ju-
v 2018 to Apr-July 2025 - by 8.5 % for
Mumbaiand 6 % for Delhi. It points
to the ever-increasing demand for

Despite having capacity-limited airports, India boasts the world's fastest-growing domestic air traffic market

airtravelor biggeraircraftflying in-
to the two airports. The story of
poorair trafficgrowth repeats at In-
dia‘s other two big metros as well
Air traffic in Chennai dropped by
76% when Apr-July 2025 is com-
pared with Apr-July 2018 and in Kol-
kata by 10%.

In spite of its capacity-con-
strained four metro airports, India
currently has the fastest growing
domestic air traffic market in the

world. The split between India’s air-
ports is clear On one hand are the
British-era airport locations of
Mumbai (commissioned in 1942),
Kolkata (1924) and Chennai (1930) -
with Delhi moving from Safdar-
jung airport to the current one in
1962 - and on the other the compara-
tively vounger, better-planned air-
ports that are riding double-digit
passenger traffic growth. Among
them are the 2008-born Bangalore

and Hyderabad airports.

The 2025 vs 2018 comparison
of air traffic at Bangalore, the
third busiest airport in India,
showsa21.6% growth, while Hyd-
erabad grew by 27%. The com-
missioning of the Navi Mumbai
airport and the Jewar-Noida air-
port will finally change the nar-
rative and skewed air travel de-
mand-supply equation for Mum-
baiand Delhi.

Mumbai-Delhi is the busiest
domestic corridor of the country
and accounts for 3.4% of all do-
mestic flights, according to data
shared by International Air
Transport Association (LATA).
Bengaluru-Delhi and Bengaluru-
Mumbai are the second and third
busiest routes, with around 27.000
(2.4% of domestic traffic) and
25.000(2.2%) flights in 2024,

Between 2011 and 2019, India ex-
perienced a double-digit average
annual growth rate of 10.3% in air
passenger traffic. According to TA-
TA, this performance easily out-
paced that of the industry globally
and for the Asia Pacific region. The
orowth stopped in 2019 when Jet
Airways shutdown and then in 2020
with the onset of Covid. While air
ports the world over and in India re-
covered in the following years and
surpassed their pre-pandemic vol-
umes, Mumbai and Delhi airports
staved constrained and congested.

[ATA's ‘Aviation in India’ re-
port says, “Investing in air trans-
port infrastructure is essential to
meet fufure passenger demand.
Expanding and modernizing air-
ports ensures theyv can accommo-
date the expected threefold in-
crease in traffic over the next 20
years efficiently and effectivelyv.”

Graphacs & Times Special page designed by Sandeep Soni

HOW INDIA’S TOP AIRPORTS STACK UP

PASSENGER TRAFFIC (APR-JULY, IN MILLION)

Delhi Mumbai Bangalore
36.3%)
1079 B U0
2018 2025 2018 2025 2018 2025
PERCENTAGE SHARE Mumbai grew Bangalore is the big

modestly, but its share
slipped slightly
33%
e 31%

gainer, eating into both
Delhi & Mumbai's share
21%
@ 25.5%

Delhi remains the largest
but its share fell

2018 46%
2025 oS 43%

AIRCRAFT MOVEMENT (APR-JULY)

156,602
Delhi _ 1,52,524 EE0

1,09,664
I 1,09,484 EED

Mumbai

Bangalore

PERCENTAGE SHARE

Delhi handled fewer flights
in 2025 than 2018

2018 45.6%
2025 e 42.8%

Mumbai was almost
flat, share slipped

Bangalore surged in
flight movements,
raising its share
31.9%
- 30.7%

22.5%
- 26.4%

_OVERALL SHIFT__

Mlunha] ha -|- Mndesi ga'i.ns in passeng_ers hutﬂat |n
fllghts capaclty constramts

Bangalore | Strongest grnwth in both flights and
passengers — emerging as the third powerhouse,
catching up with Mumbai
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Airport staffer
purges I1.8cr
gold, nabbed
with 3 aides

Ahmed.Ali@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has arrested four persons for
gold smuggling and found
that one of them, an airport
employee, had concealed
1.3kg of gold dust worth Rs
1.8 crore in his rectum.
DRIofficials intercepted
the airport employee, Ani-
ket Revankar, near the staff
exit gate of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional airport on Wednes-
day While his bag con-
tained no contraband, a
body search revealed he
had concealed egg-shaped
capsules in his rectum. Re-
vankar later purged four
capsules containing 1.5kg
of gold dust. During inter-
rogation, Revankar said the
gold was handed over by an
accomplice, Sunny Jay
Shinde, while two others,
Wajid Shaikh and Bangla-
deshi mnational Aminul
Haque, waited outside the
airport to receive it. The
three were later arrested,
Officials suspect the ac-
cusedare partof alargeror-
ganised syndicate involv-
ing hawala operators, jew-
ellers and foreign nation-
als. “Going by the modus
operandi, it appears the
syndicate had been using
Revankar regularly to
smuggle gold out of the air-
port. He had been on our ra-
dar and we caught him this
time,” a DRI official said.
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India, China to resume direct flight services

NEW DELHI, Oct 2: After a gap of
five years, India and China will resume
direct flight services by the end of this
month as part of efforts to rebuild their
ties that came under severe strain fol-
lowing the border standoff in eastern
Ladakh,

The announcement by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) came a month
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chiese President Xi Jinping held
talks on the margins of the Shangha
Cooperation Orgamsation’s summit m
China's Tianjin city.

The flight services between the two
sides were suspended following the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. They
were not restored in view of the over
four-year border face-off in eastern
Ladakh, which ended in October
last year.

“Since earlier this year, as part of the
government's approach towards gradu-
al normalisation of relations between
India and China, the civil aviation author-
ities of the two countries have been en-
gaged in technical-level discussions on
resuming direct air services between

the two countries and on a revised air
services agreement,” the MEA saud.

It has now been agreed that direct
air services connecting designated
points in India and China can resume by
late October, in keeping with the win-
ter season schedule and subject to com-
mercial decision of the designated car-
riers from the two countries and fulfil-
ment of all operational critera, it added.

“This agreement of the civil aviation
authorities will further facilitate people-
to-people contact between India and
China, contributing towards the gradual
normalisation of bilateral exchanges,”
the MEA said in a statement.

In a social media post, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said India and China will
resume direct air services by the end of
October.

“This follows continuous technical-
level engagement between civil aviation
authorities as part of broader efforts to
normalise bilateral ties,” 1t said.

“The move will greatly enhance air
connectivity, support people-to-people
exchanges and contribute to the
strengthening of economic collaboration

between the two countries,” it added.

In his remarks at the meeting with
Xion August 31, PM Modi had said that
direct flights are being resumed be-
tween the two countries.

India-China relations plunged to their
lowest point since the 1962 war follow-
ing the Galwan Valley clashes in June
2020,

Following a series of diplomatic and
military talks, the two sides withdrew
their troops from several friction points
along the Line of Actial Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh.

In October last, the two sides firmed
up a disengagement pact for Depsang
and Demchok, the last two friction
points in eastern Ladakh.

Days after the agreement was final-
1sed, PM Modi and President Xi held
talks in Russia’s Kazan city on the side-
lines of the BRICS summit and took a
number of decisions to improve the ties.

In the last few months, the two sides
have taken a series of measures to re-
pair the ties that included the resump-
tion of the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra.— PTI
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Domestic passenger traffic falls a
tad to 1.29 crore in Aug DGCA

Prm Trust of India
Hew Delhi

Domestic airlines few 1.29
crore eTs in Al
130 Lege thas e 191 cpes
people carried by them in the
ar-ago period, according to
EI: laxEl’r:gstPuﬁcial data. I?guw-
ever, the traffic volume was
higher in Angust over July's
126 crore.

IndiGo's domestic market
fell to 64.2 per cent in August
against 65.2 per cent in July,
while that of the Air India
Group, comprising Air India
and Air India Express, rose to
273 scr cent from 26.2 per
cent during the same period.

ANNUAL GROWTH
“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Jan-
ary-August 2025 were
110726 lakh as agminst
1,054.66 |akh during the cor-
responding period of the
previcus yvear, thereby regis-
tering an anmual growth of
4.549 per cent and a m.UEthJ'.'
growth of -1.40 per cent,”
DGCA said n s mcnﬂﬂ'.'

traffic report for August.

In Aungust, the passenger
number stood at 1.29 crore,
lower than 1.31 crore recor-
ded in the same period a year

a0,

The market share of Akasa
Air dipped to 5.4 per cent in
August from 5.5 per cent in
the previous month, while
that of Spicefet remained
e at 2 percent.

In Awgust, government-
owned Alliance Air's market
share slipped to (L3 per cent
from 0.4 per cent in July. Star
Air and Fly?1's market share
remained unchanged at 0.5
per cent and 0.2 per cent, re-
spectiveby.

A total of 1,407 passenger-
related complaints were re-
cetved by the scheduled do-

mestic airlines, and the num-
ber cfcam‘ptmnts per 10,000
passengers carried in August
was around 1.09. As per the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA} data, a
total of 74381 passengers
were affected due to flight
delays, and airlines shelled
out T1.18 crore towards fa-
cilitation in August.

BOARDING DENIED

AS many as 36,362 passen-
gers were impacted by flight
cancellations, with airlines
spending T64.51 lakh for
compensation and facilities.

The DGCA said a total of
TO5 passengers were denied
boarding, and carricrs spent
124.52 lakh towards com-
pensation and facilities.

In terms of on-time per-
formance (OTF) in August,
IndiGo topped the list with
906 per cent, followed by
Aleasa Air (87 per cent), Air
India Group (84.5 per cent),
Spicelet (68.2 per cent) and
Alliance Air (552 per cent).

OTP is computed for sic
metro airports — Bengaloro,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbad,
Chennai and Kolkata.
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Air India Group to adjust
domestic ops at IGI Airport

MAJOR RENG. The t=rminal enlargement works will reduce
domestic capacity at Terminal 3 of the Deshi airport

—
Rohit Vaid
By Daalti

The Alr Indes Group will ad-
jost its domestic operations
ar Delhl's indira Gandhl In-
ternational Adrport due o
the ongoing expansion activ-
Irles ar Terminal 3 (T3},

Accordingly, the terminal
enfargement works will re-
duce domestic v &t
T3, necessi reboca-
thom of certain estic op-
erations of Alr India and Alr
India Express, effective (-
tober 26, “Alr India will relo-
cate 6 af itz 180 daily do-
mesthe a'u.t af
Delhi o the uggrmj
minal 2 (T2). nm:urrem:l:,.
Alr [ndia Express will move
all s domestle operations o
the newly rencvated and x
graded Terminal 1 (T1)."
alrline sahd.

“All Elfnl::fmrjnmu flights
of Alr India and Air Indis Ex-
press will continue to oper-
are from T3 Delhl Alrpost.”

According to the 2
Alr Indias domestie fighrs
departing from or arriving at
T2 have been renumbered in

four digits, starting with*1",
“This clear distinction will
help travellers easily idennify
tar their o res

fromw 11."%%
Besides, the group polated
out that Alr India ar Alr India
e43 guests with connec-
5;?;, gaurrylng boarding
s for their ooward
willbe provided intier-
msnh;uml T.ran'.:'fers berween
T1, T2, and T3. This service
les o connectkoms
between Alr India flights, Air
India Expregs flights, and on
applicable codeshare con-

nections.

SEAMLESS TRANSFER
“Any through-checked b
lpggl for ﬂ:egg guests wﬂlﬁ
seamlegsly transferred - air-
siche, eliminating the need
collect and recheck

during Terminal IS,
the release sald.

For all ukrin,
rramsfiers berween T1, Z:Lng
T3, Delhl Internarional Ale-
port provides a convenbent
shurthe service CVETY
10 minures, emmnhgwqmdt
and  easy  connectivity
between the terminals. "
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Maldivian plans India
expansion, eyes Delhi
and Bengaluru flights

V Sajecy Kumar

Eachi

Focusing on the Indian mar-
ket for lelsure and business
travel, Maldiviam, the ma-
tiomal airfine of the Mabdives,
is exploring ways 1o enhance
s conmectivity to more
cirles.

Destinations such  as
Bergaluru and Delhi are in
the pipeline, and the akriine
is warking with general sales
agents ((:5As} to launch the
service, sald Ibeahim lvag,

ag Direcroe of Mal-
airline currently

m egrickn.  and
phiElal 'P-I.H'B.I'I'I

CRUCIAL HUB

“India i3 mot only a key
source mearket for lelsure and
business rravel, it i also avi-
tal hub for medical tourism.
Many Maldivians travel o
Indis for advanced health-
care, educarion and for holi-
days, and our flights play a
ercial role in facilicating
this access,” he sabd.

5 i w  husiness e
of ﬁmlmea of the ap-
poinrment of Aviareps & the
GSA for South India, the
Managing Director said the
Indian mearker kad shown pe-
markable resilience and
growth, especially in the
post-Covid era.

India now ranks siah
amaong soarce markets, with

a 5.7 per cent share of voral
arriva

Uinitil Anguest, the Maldives
welcomed B5,306 Indian vis-
itors, 4 4.7 per cent increase
Vear-on-year,

By the end of 2024, tourist
arrivals from Indla vo the
Maldives reached 130,805,

UPWARD TREND

Quoting  government  fig-
ures, Ivas said that the Mal-
dives had already welcomed
94,553 Indlan wvisitors this
year.

These numbers reflect a
strong upward trend and un-
derscore the immense po-
rential for further growth, he
said

With projections indicat-
ing a further 20 per cent

owth In 2025, he sald the

dives Is polsed i
a larger share of the our-
bound L, icularly
from :;Enrrllf [nﬁ? where
proximity and connectivity
make the Maldives one of the
most convenient  nterna-

tional gareways.
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India, China airlines to vieforb

SURAJEET DAS GUFTA
rew Deshi, 3 October

Indian carriers led by IndiGo and Air India
are poised for a head-to-head battle with
Chinese carriers to grab a bigeer share of the
lucrative India-China sector, which is being
opened up once again for direct flights after
suspension of operations for over bve years
from early 2020,

In 2019, when direct flights were on, Chi-
nesecarriers China Eastern, China Southern,
China Air, and Shandong were the kings, cal-
lectively dominating with an 89 per cent
share of India-China seats, according to
CAPA-OAG data. Air India, the only big
player in the international space, was in
financial trouble, managing with an 11 per
cent share and Hying mostly from Delhi to
Shanghaiand Beijing.

In September 2019, IndiGo entered the
fray with a Delhi-Chengdu flight, and then
aAdded another from Kollata to Guangzhou
the next month, soon grabbing 168 per cent
of the overall market, the data showed. But
then Covid inbervened.

Om October 26 this year, IndiGo will be

resuming its services between Kolkata and
the industrial hubofGuangrhou. Itwillflyon
this route thrice a weelk. The airline is also
readying for another flight from Delhi to
Guangzrhow, thowght the date for its launch
has not yet been finalised.

According to sources, Air India is also
preparing for a flight between Delhi and
Shanghai by the end of the year. Apart from
China Southern and Eastern, and Shandong
Aidines, other Chinese carriers have also
shown interest in flying from Beidjing, Shang-
hai, Guangzhow and Kunming into India,

The mawe marks the end of the restric-
tions, which came into effect from early
2020, when direct Hights between India and
Chinawhere suspended from both sides due
to the pandemic. But they continued to
remain suspended because of the growing
tensions between the two countries after the
Galwan border dispute.

The game has now changed in 2025
IndiGo and Air India (mow under the Tatas),
which have ordered over 1800 sircraft,
including mediume- and long haul planes,
are flexing their wings and pushing agpres-
sively inthe international skies, sayanalysts.

Taking
flight again

For one, Indian carriers led by Air India
and IndiGo are looking at building interna-
tional hubs in Delhi and Mumbai, and
access tothe Chinese market could be keyto
this plan. And, with the mid-haul A321XLE
now joining the feet of IndiGo, the airline

® A5 of January 2019, Chinese
carmers controlled 85-90% of
the bilateral flight capacity

= [ndiGo entered the fray in
September 2019, and was able
to quickhy garner market shars,
but Covid intervened

& Flights were suspended since
2020in the aftarmath of the
Galwan valley clash

= With flights now set bo resume,
Air India and IndiCo will soon
start operations to China

® indian carniers have identified
at least four key Chinese cities
for direct fights. These are
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhow,
and Chengdu

will be able to fly to more Chinese destina-
tions of eight to ten hours, which is not
possible with its A320neo that is being used
forthe flight from Kolkata,

Also, there is a larpe untapped market of
passengers. who have continued to fly

igger market share

between Indis and China throogh third
countries, consuming more time and
forking out more. According to OAG data,
in 2024 {(when there was no Hights between
the two countries), a5 many as 572,000 pas-
sengers travelled indirectly, using hubs like
Singapore, Hong Kong, Bangkok, and even
Vietnam.

Mot only that, even in the pre-pandemic
2089 peak, there were over 1.2 million pas-
sengers who travelled between the two
countries on direct nonstop Hights,

If non-direct Rights are added to it, the
number hits 1.9 million. But withthaw inthe
relationship between the two countries, and
possible easing of visas, the overall shift to
direct flights could see a bigger jump in the
number of travellers.

Indian carriers have identified at least
four key Chinese cities for direct flights —
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhoun, and
Chengdu.

ForChinese airlines too, flying to India is
an attractive proposition, especially at
a time when China<US trave] has hit a new
low, with the number of Hights falling by
over T3 per cent.
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A-l to shift
60 domestic
flights to T2
Neve Del 3 ctcber

Adr Indis Group on Fridsy
announced  that  select
domestic flights of Alr India
from Delhl would shift to
Terminal 2 of the Indira
Gandhi International Alr-
port, wiile its bow-cost airline
subsidiary Alr India Express
would operate  all s
domestie  flights  from
Teminal 1 from October 26
orwands.

These declsions have
been tmken due o the
ongoing expansion work at
Terminal 3of Delhi airpore

Alr India will relocate 60
of s 180 dablly domestic
departuresto Terminal 2.

Alr India Express will
shift s entire domestic
netwark to the upgraded
Terminal 1. *The terminal
enlangement works ar T3 will
reduce domestic capacity,
necessizaring the relocarion
of cenain domestic oper-
arions of Alr India and Al
India Express” the aldine
stated In & press release ALl
imternational flights of Adr
India and Alr India Express
will contimse to operate from
Terminal 3. For passengers
with connecting flights, the
group sald Inter-terminal
transfers would be providad
berween TL, T2 and T3

“any through-checked
bagaage for these guesgms will
be seamlessly transferred
airside, ellminaring the need
to collect and recheck bag-
pgape  durng ternins]
tranafirs,” it addad,
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IndiGo to start Manchester, Bali,
krabi flights from Delhi this mth

IndiGo on Friday announced
theat it will st thires mew Inges-
nathomal rouces froom Dedly and
odd several new domesthc
flighte from October-end as
part of an expanshon of oper-
ations from s hulb ar Indies
Gandhi Internathonal Alrpare.

Thealrinesaid it willbegin
dally flight services 1o Denpa-
sar, Ball from October 24, to
Krai in Thailand from
Dctober 26 with four wesakly
services, and to TUKS Man-
chester from November 15
with fourweekly flighrs.

The Manchester serviee
will be operated with wide-

baody Boedng 787-9 Direamiiner
nircraft and marks the smrn of
IndiGo's long-haul operathons
from Delhi. IndiGo will also
Increase flights between Delhd
and Bangkok to twice daily
fromDetober 26,

On the domestic front
IndiGo will launch 10 addi
thonal datly non-stop services
from October 26 Thesse
Ineclude new flighis from De il
to Rajkot, Vadndara, Patna,
Goa, Shirdi, Nagpur, Mashik,
Jabalpur, and Ralpur, along
witha comgpletaly new route [
Purnaa in Bihar,

DEEPAH PATEL
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Two Delta Air Lines regional jets collide on the taxiway at LaGuardia airport in New
York on Wednesday night.
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India, China to resume direct flights

New Delhi, Oct. 2: Aftera
gap of five vears, India and
China will resume direct
flight services later this
month as part of efforts to
rebuild their ties that
came under severe strain
following a border stand-
off in eastern Ladakh.

The announcement by
the ministry of external
affairs (MEA) came a mon
th after Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Chin
ese President Xi Jinping
held talks on the margins
of the Shanghai Cooper
ation Organisatio n's
(SCO) summit in China's
Tianjin city.

Indian carrier IndiGo
and China Eastern will be
the first two airlines to
resume direct flights
between the two countries,
people familiar with the

development said. IndiGo
said it plans to operate
daily flights from Kolkata
to Guangzhou from Octob
er 26. The flight services
between the two sides
were suspended following
the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020. They were not
restored in wview of the
over-four-year border face-
off in eastern Ladakh,
which ended in October

last year.

“Since earlier this vear,
as part of the government's
approach towards gradual
normalisation of relations
between India and China,
the civil aviation authori-
ties of the two countries
have been engaged in tech-
nical-level discussions on
resuming direct air ser-
vices between the two
countries,” MEA said.
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M Domestic Air Traffic
Declines YoY in Aug

HEW DELHI Domestic
w airlines flew 1.29 crore
: Passengers |n August.

lower than 1. 31 crore in
the same month st year, according
tothe latest official data, However,
the traffic guanium was higherin
August compared to July, when it
stood at 1.26 crore. IndiGo's domestic
market share fell to 64, 2% in August
from 65.2% in July while Air India
Group's share increased to 27.3%
from 26.2%. PT
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AIR INDIA EXPRESS TO MOVEITS DOMESTICOPERATIONSTOT1

Al to shift 60 Delhi domestic
flights to T2 from Oct 26

HITIN KL MAR
Hew Dethi, Gctober 3

AR INDIA WILL relocate
armund one-third of itsdomes
tic departums from Dabhi air
port's Termslnal 3 (T3) to Tee-
minal 2 (T2} starting Crctober
16, due to expansion work.

The Tata Group-owned car
rier will meree 60 of s 180
daily domestic illghh to the
upgraded T2,

Air India I'.:t;pr['is._ mMeEan
while,will shift all of its domes-
ticnperations 1n1h.|:-n|-'w[1. T
owated Terminal 1 (T 1] Al
intecnational fights of Al
I i and Adr Tmfia Expre:ss will
continue toopemte romT3.

‘Tohelp passengers idemtify
the changes, Alr India said all
flights opemting from T2 will
be renumbered into a fowr-
digit format preficed with '1°
(LX), Foreample 1737

TERMINAL REJIG
Al ] WA
international - - ,F:"&.-f’g
fiights of air W .ol
indiia, Alr s =
india Express R = -
wil continue
ops from T3 W Free shutte W Realignment

: wsrvies every comes as Deihi
I.ﬁ.l:af:rght;- = 10 minutes airport pushes
TGO o TiraTs  shesbet

raln for passengers T
:rtruii;jl EFH;GTM reeding inter- expansion
terminal transfer of TS

CATLEXXY: &ir India

orAlL 787 will indicate depar
tures from T2
Drelhi International Alr

part Lid [DIAL) will Flre:l-.ridn.-
free shuttle services every 10
minutes between T1, T2 and
T3 for passengers needing
Inter-terminal transfers. Spe -

cial buggy rides will also be
available for passengers with
reduced mobility.

AbrIndiy assured that trav-
cllers with onward connec
tions won't need to worry
about baggage, as through
checked luggage will be trans-

femed seam lesshy between ter-
minals. Additional grownd
staff, weaAring '\pt‘ri.1| uni
forms, will be deployed to
gvide passengers during the
ransiton phase,

Passs ngers with bookings
on affected fightswill be noti
fied wiathedr regpistered contact
details, while those making
fresh bookings on AITXXX
flights will be informed that
the flight operates from TL

Alr India has advised trav
ellers to update thelrcontact
details in hnnklng;s and
check terminal information
before travel via the airBne's
wrhsite, app or customer ser
vice channels

The realignment comes
as DIAL pushes ahead with a
major expansion of T3,
almed at boosting Delhi akr-
port’s intermational passen
ger capacity.
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INDIA, CHINA
TO RESUME
FLIGHTS
THISMONTH

FPJ News Service
MUMEAL

India and China will restart
direct flghts later this month,
ending a suspension of more
than five years. The Ministry
of External Affalrs (MEA) said
on Thursday that services be-
tween designated ciies in
both countries will resume by
late October, subject to the
commercial choices of airlines
and fulfilment of operational
requirements.

Direct flights berween the
twoneighbours have been sus-
pended since 2020, following
the outhreak of the COVID-19
pandemic and the sharp de-
teroration in relations after a
vielent dashineastermn Ladakh
triggered a prolonged military
standoff. Despite this, China re-
muains Indias largest bilateral
trade partner.

The decision comes weeks
after Prime Minlster Nar-
endra Modi travelled to China
for the first time in seven years
o attend a Shanghal Cooper-
ation Organisation summit.

_ Contdon | nation

India, China flights...

During talks with Chirese President X Jinping, both
lenders described India and China as “development
parmers, not rivals® and discussed ways o
strengthen trade ties amid global tariff uncertainties.
Modi also Aageed concerns over Indias widening
trade deficit with Ching, which now stands at $09.2
hillion, and underined the need for peace and sto-
hility along the disputed border.

According to the MEA, civil aviation authorities
from both sides have been holding technical dis-
cussions through the vear on resuming services and
revising the existing air services agreement. With an
understanding now reached, carders designated by
both countries will be able o operate flights con-
necting approved destinations.
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Talks continue as India and China
plan to restart flights from Oct. 26

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

The green signal from the
Centre for resumption of
flights between India and
China from October 26 aF
ter a gap of five vears
comes even as the two
sides “remain engaged™ on
revising the bilateral air
service agreement, accord-
ing to a senior government
official.

On Thursday, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) announced that In-
dia and China had agreed
to resume direct flights
from October 26, coincid-
ing with the start of the
winter schedule.

Soon after, IndiGo said it
would launch a daily Kol-
kata-Guangzhou  service
from October 26, and add
daily flights from New Del-
hi to the Chinese trade hub
ance regulatory approvals
were in place.

Taking off: The two nations ‘remain engaged’ on revising the
hilateral air service agreement. FILE PHOTD

Five Chinese carriers
have approached the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for pas-
senger and cargo flights.

“We remain engaged on
air service agreements,” a
senior government official
said when asked if the two
sides had agreed on a re-
vised pact covering seat ca-
pacity and destinations al-
lowed to the airlines of the

two countries. The official
added that they did not
want these discussions to
further delay the resump-
tion of flights.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Ministry said the
two countries had been
holding technical-level dis-
cussions since early this
year, including on the air
service agreement, as part
of the government’s strate-

gy for the “gradual normal-
isation of relations”.

Passenger services
Apart from IndiGo, Air In-
dia plans to resume flights
to Shanghai “before the
end of the year™.

Government  officials
said Akasa also intends to
fly to China. The [NGCA has
granted permission  for
passenger flights to Chi-
nese carriers China East-
ern (Shanghai-Delhi; five
weekly flights). Others who
have applied in the passen-
ger category are Air China
and Shandong. Two Chi-
nese airlines have also
sought permission for car-
go flights, and these in-
clude China Southern and
Sichuan Airlines.

The Indian carriers have
sought “modernisation”™ of
the air services agreement,
said another industry
source without elaborating
on the specifics.
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Domestic air traffic slipped to
1.29 cr. in August: DGCA data

Domestic airlines flew 1,29 crore passengers in
August, lower than the 1.31 crore people carried
by them in the year-earlier period, according to
the latest official data. However, the traffic
guantum was higher in August compared to July,
when it stood at 1.26 crore. IndiGo's domestic
market share fell 1o 64.2% in August against
65.2% in July, while that of Alr India Group
comprising Air India and Air India Express — rose
10 27.3% from 26.2% during the same period. m
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| AIR INDIA CRASH |

AAIB said it will push
law to allow pilots in
future probes: ALPA

Snahashish Aoy

otterui b fantiney

NEW DELME The Atrcraft Accident
Imvestigation Burean (AAITEL
wihich is lescling the incuiny inlo
the Juine [2 crash of Air Indés
Fligh i7 on Friday doctined a pro-
pesal by the pllogs” pesoc ition m
include oxtermal suhjoct maotter
epertsSMEs) in the probe iewm,
oiting legislative “Bmitations” but
aaiired il e amenidmends
1o e kv comnsbid anlloww o esaernal
purthol pratlon, the piloss’ Baodky sakd,

O June 2 AT carrying 530
pesserers and |2 crew memhers
crashid shortly afier nke-olffrom
Ahmedabad airport, klling 739
passengers, all crew merbers,
ol 16 petnpler o e grrosn . Sisv-
vl oders S eeeinsed seriocs inju-
rics, AATE s leading the ingudry
iryins the eragmdy, veith partcipation
frum the: LIS Kational Tramspors-
ton Safety Board, the UK's Air
Acticheris Imvestigation Brandch
il Boding repoeseriatives.

On Friday, representatives of
the Alrline Pbor Associotion
(ALPA) Indkin hekd o miceting with
AAR ehrecior pereral GV Yugane
diwr in New Delhil The mesting
cuanes alter the bouy sent o ketier
Loy vl aviaticen ininisbor tods-
ouss winys of betler reprosenting
pilas” stand poing and views dur-
Ing the oourse of the imviest gation.

Adter the moeting on Fridmy.
ALPA Indin president Sam
Thiomins sid ihe cogotng prabe
ittt the crash was mol discusssd.
“The DG AARH made 1 knosm o
uss his Himtanions as far as inelud
Ing any eatskle bacy s concemed
that does not belong 1o the Gere
exrmment of Indin. This fas per the
Act Howeer, they will do cvery-
Uxirg b sttt when thse Act 18
bt A, here & o prosd-
shon whsere puskie opents can be
Invnbvan] afflcially.” he sid

Heackded that the A B sgroed
1o hold gquarterly mestines with

The wreckage of Lhe ermbiel
Air Imilin plane. i

AL Tnadiia po-deveiap b posdmsgp
[ fisune eollnboration, “All fir:
theer mocident inestiga ons woulhd
wilsn berve cither ALPA Indin o iis
norminees The il dhoice of the
inciumion of the SME ina portio-
Lo dciabesl ot b Che sbeohse
chioioe of the b investigaioe.”

However, s B officiol said that
the government hod not been
msale avware of AAE s asurances.

An AAIE official aware af the
maatter ok *I's 0 coartesy mesl
i ALY presented their rok in
ety amd global presence. AAB
Insfoarmaed that the investigators
wne canducied o8 per AAE ks
and BCAD norms”

The demand for external
epuerts v first mised alber ALPA
I requested trea SMES, el
ing s represtntives, be made
parrtof the AR erash probe, The
ronquest came after AAIs prelimi-
nury report, relensed oo July 12,
had mid that the aimoraft’'s ed
awvibichess veer cul ol within s one
seoind gop Brmedisely after
takialf Brom Ahmsedehed custing
cowfursbon (i the coclipit befiore the
afrerafi crnshed into p bullding
Hicwrver, midia repoess on July [7
cited L35 officinls o suggeyestingg that
e cociqpil recoeckngs indimbed
captain  Sumeel Sabhorwal
witchod ol Tl controlswiiches
while first olfcer Clive Kunder
questioned his actions.

AAIR had criticked the repons
s “srlertive and averified”,
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India-China flights to resume
after five years from Oct. 26

The first flight, operated by IndiGo, will take off for Guangzhou from Kolkata and the tickets will
g0 on sale from today; Air India is expected to start services to Shanghai by year-end, say sources

Jagriti Chandra Shandong Airlines, sources
NEW DELHI said there had been a delay

he Centre on
T Thursday gave the
green signal to res-

ume direct flights between
India and China after a gap
of five years with IndiGo’s
flights from Kolkata to the
trading hub of Guangzhou
set for take-off from Octob-
er 26.

“It has now been agreed
that direct air services con-
necting designated points
in India and China can res-
ume by late October 2025,
in keeping with the winter
season schedule,” a state-
ment from the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said, adding that the move
will “further facilitate peo-
ple-to-people contact bet-
ween India and China, con-
tributing towards the
gradual normalisation of
bilateral exchanges”.

The statement was fol-
lowed by IndiGo announc-
ing daily flights between
Guangzhou and Kolkata,

The annual aviation timetable is divided into summer and winter
schedules and allows airlines to plan and adjust flights. FILE PHOTO

adding that the trading city
would be connected with
New Delhi soon “subject to
regulatory approvals”.
Tickets of flights between
Kolkata and Guangzhou
will open for sale from Fri-
day. Sources said Air India
too expected to start flights
to Shanghai “before the
end of the year”.

In July, the Indian go-
vernment had announced
resumption of tourist visas
to Chinese nationals.

Direct flights between
India and China have been
suspended since March

2020, when India halted all
international travel amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
While restrictions eased
gradually for many coun-
tries, flights to China re-
mained suspended due to
heightened tensions along
the Line of Actual Control.

IndiGo’s flights start on
the first day of the winter
schedule that begins on
the last Sunday of October.

On the resumption of
flights by Chinese carriers
such as Air China, China
Eastern Airlines, China
Southern Airlines, and

in submission of their ap-
plications to the govern-
ment. Air China is learnt to
have sought permission to
connect Beijing with Delhi
and later Mumbai, said one
industry veteran.

Affected small traders
The disruption had espe-
cially impacted small trad-
ers. For over five years, tra-
vellers needing to move
between India and China
relied on connecting flights
via third-country hubs.

The tourism industry
welcomed the government
decision. “China has a sig-
nificant contribution to in-
bound tourism for India.
Resumption of air links is
welcome especially as In-
dia hasn’t yet reached pre-
Covid levels of in-bound
tourists which used to be at
11.5 million and today lags
behind at 9.5 million,” said
founder-chairman of STIC
Travel Group of Compa-
nies, Subhash Goyal.
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IndiGo to operate flights from Delhi
hub to Manchester, Bali and Krabi

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DVEL HI, OCTOBER 3

AFTER MAKIMNG itsbong-halde-
but from Mumbai, IndiCo plars
toaddits Ry Py, Dedbi asa
base [orinter-continertal Nights
with the launch af the Delhi-
Manchester  service  [rom
Newvember 15

India’s larpestcarmber also an-
nonced the launch of twacther
meermationa services from Db
— ta Bali in Indonesia from
O ber 24 and Krabiin Thailand
fom October 26 — further
:.1r|,"|'||l_lll.-¢|:|lng_|ri.|r|l:|_'-n'|.1l'|| it
operations from the Capital's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport [IGIA) IndiGo will in-
cremse the frequercy of its Deli-
Bang kok service 1o twice daly
from October 26

@n the domestc [t from
Dctober 26, Ind iCo wall be ivno-
ducing addinonal daily, non-siop
services from Delhi to nine cities

Rakor, Vadodarm, Patna. Goa,
Shirdi, Magpur, Mashil, Jabalpur,
ani I-L1ql||l: vl o irrrochice
PurneainBihar as.anew destina-
tion rom Delh, bringing the -
tal domestic enhancement o 10

On the domestic front,
from Oct 26, IndiGo will
introduce additional
daily, non-stop services
from Delhi to Rajkot,
Vadodara, Patna, Goa,
Shirdi, Nagpur, Nashil,
Jabalpur, and Raipur

daidly non-stop senvices, With this
expansion, IndiGo will connect
elhi o 21 mfernational and 74
domestic destinations, withover
|, MO0 wieekly |:||,-|'|.'||I|.|rr'\ “This
internativnal expansion further
arengthens theaidme's network
depthin South-Eag Asia,and the
Manchester service marks the
start af IndiGo's karg-taul serv-
wesfrom Delhl," IndiGe said ma
release Friday

RAight frequency and
jelsinuse
Whilke the non-stop Delhi

Manchester and Delhi-Krabi
Rightswill be operated o days
aweele the Dedhi- Bali Might will
be a daily senace, but not a non-
sop ane 1Ewill kivea refueling

haltin Bhubaneswar,

Il iy wnlll oper e its damp-
lzased Boeing 787-9 aicrall be-
tween Manchester and De lhi.
Hights to Hali and Krabi will be
operated using the airline’s
Adrtais AZS20 family arcralt, and
the enhanced services on the
Dl b I'L1r|2k‘|’|h. reRitewall |:|N"||'|
erated with IndiGo's A321 air-
craft, which will also inc lude the
“stretch™ cabin, its business das
product

“Deelhi has abways been cen-
tral to IndiGo's gowth story.
Intredicing new flighes and ad
ditional frequendes [rom the
Pattanal Captal will halp s of
fer seamless and corvenient air
e toour customer s enabling
inlernational connectivity from
domeatic aswell asinemational
Iocations via Defhi and strergth-
ening India's links to key global
markets As we conlinue o
o inema tionally, developing
globally competitive and locally
connected aviation hubsinbndia
will be a cornerstone of our
aowthstraegy sccelerating our
_m|.|rll.1"_.-llll.‘1{t:|'l|:|{'.1gh1|',|.1l.1'|.-1.'|
tion leader by 2030," said
IndiCea's Chiel Executive (Offace
Picter Elbaors,
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AIr India shifts select domestic

flights to T-2 from October 26

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Air India will
move 60 af its 180 daily domes-
tic {lights at Delhis Indira
Gandhi International Adr-
port to Terminal 2 (T2) from
26 October 2025, while Alr
India Express will operate all
its domestic llights from the
upgraded Terminal 1 (T1). The
changes come as Terminal 3
(T3) underpoes expansion to
increase international passen-
ger capacity, reducing domes-
tic Hight space.

Adr India flights to and
from T2 will be renumbered
in four digits with a ‘1" prefix
[AIIXXX) to help passengers
identify their departure ter-
minal. All internalional flights
of both airlines will continue

“ Ground staff in distinctive
t-shirts will ossist passengers with
terminal navigation. Travellers are
advised to verify flight and terminal
details through airline websites,
apps or customer service

o operate from T3,

Passengers with connecting
Mights will be provided inter-
terminal transfers between T1,
T2 and T3. Through-checked
baggage will be automati-
cally transferred, eliminating
the need [or recheck. Delhi
International Airport (DIAL)
will riin a free shuttle every
10 minutes, while passen-
gers requiring special assis-
tance can avail buggy rides

between T2 and T3,

Air India and Air India
Express are notifying affected
passengers via registered con-
tact details. Ground stafl in
distinctive t-shirts will assist
passengers with terminal nav-
igation. Travellers are advised
to verily flight and terminal
details Lh:uugh airline web-
sites, apps or customer service.

The Air India group, which
includes the full-service Air

India and low-cost Air India
Express, operates over 300
aireralt o 55 domestic and
45 international destinations,
Since refurning to Tala Sons
in 2022, the airline has been
undergoing a major transfor-
mation, including fleet expan-
sion, mergers with Adr Asia
India and Vistara, and infra-
structure upgrades such as a
Hew l]}"ing school and mainte-
mance hase.



AIF?F‘:fo ISAUT HCIPET‘!’ OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHT 4 OQUTOBER 2025

FLIGHT DELAYS HIT 74,381 PASSENGERS

Domestic air traffic declines to
1.29 cr in August, says DGCA data

However, the traffic quantum was higher in August
compared to Fuly, @when il stood at 1.26 crore

OUR CORRESPONDEMNT

NEW DELHI: Domestic air

lines Hew | 29 crone passengers
ims Argpast, lower than 131 crone
people carried by them m the
year-agn period, according bto
the latest official data.

However, the trathe guan-
o was higher in Asgast com
pared to July, when it stood at
1.26 crore.

IndiGeo's domestic market
felll by 4.2 per cent I August
ayainst §35.2 per cent in Jukby,
whiike that of Air Indsa Group

comprising Air Indsa and Air
India Express = mase bo 273 per
cemt from 26.2 per cent during
the same perind.

“Pamengers carried by
domestic airknes during Jana
ary-August 2025 were 1,107 .26
lakhs 2 against 105466 lakhs
during the cormesponding
period of the previous year,
thereby registering an annual

th of 4.9% cend and a
mhl}' Wﬂnl L4l per
censl, DGCA mid im s momehby
trathe report for Awguest

In Angust, the passenger
number food at 119 crore,
lower than 1.3 crove recorded
in the same period a year ago.

Meanwhile, the markei
share of Akasa Air dipped o
5.4 per cent in August from 5.5
per cent in the previous month,
and that of Spicelet remained
unchanged at 2 per cent.

‘Domestic airlines
carried 1,107.26
lakh possengers
during Januvary-
August 2025
against 1054.66
lakh possengers
during lanuvary-
August 2024

In August. governmend
ovmed Alliance Airs market
share slipped to 0.3 per cent
from {14 per cent in fuby: Star
Air and Fiy91s market share
memained unchanged ar 0.5
per cent and 002 per cemt,

A total of 1407 passen
ger-related complaints were
received by the schedubed
dnm:ll."nn.u'jin:s.mdﬁ:nmn
ber of complaints per D000
passengers carried in Augst

wats around 109

As per the DGCA (Direcinr
ate General af Civil Siisn)
data, a total of 74,381 passen
gers wene affected doe 1o Haghs
delays, and aidines shelled oot
Rz 118 crove towards Galita
tvon in Angusi.

As many as 36,362 pasen
gers were impacted by flight
cancellations, with aiclnes
spending Rséd 51 Ekh for com
rensation and Gealities.

DGCA said 2 total of 705
pasengers were denied board
ing, aned carriers spent Rs 2452
lakh torwards compensation and
hcilities.

In terms of On-Time Per
Inrmance in Angust, IndiGo
topped the list with 30.6 per
cent, followed by Alasa Air
|&7 per cent). Air India Group
(84.5 per cent), Spicelet (682
percent] and Allance Air {552
per cent). OTP & computed for
six meztro airports — Bangalone,
Deelhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Chenrai, and Kolkata,
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‘No provisions’: Pilots can’t be in Al
Ahmedabad crash probe committee

S LALITHA & Mew Dettv

THE Ajreraft Accident Investi-
pation Bureau (AAIB) has in-
formed a leading pilot body, the
Alirline Pilots” Association of
India (ALPA INDIA), that it
would not be possible to incdude
pllots inthe ongolng Anal probe
intothe Al 171 erash at Ahmeda-
bad. In iis present form, the
AAIB Act does not have any
sich provision, the association
has been told.

The June 12 Bosing Dream-
liner crash had left 260 people
dend and the preliminary report
has been released. Investiga-
tions are underway in connee-
tion with the final report. Vari-
ous pilot bodies had blamed the
preliminary report which point-
ed to human error and demand-
ed that Subject Matter Experts
(pilots with expertise) be inchid-
ed in the investigation process,

AAIB Director General, Yu-
garidhar held a meeting at the
DGCA olfice with the manag-

Meetings for aviation safety

The DG also promised to have
guarterly meetings where a road
map would be drawn for aviation
safety and further investigation
will invedve ALPA India directly or
thelr nomines, Rao added.

ing commiites of ALPA, a Benr
galuru-headquartered body
with 1,000-plus pilots in India
and abroad under its fold.
Capt Anil Rao, General Sec-
retary of ALPA India, told this
newspaper, “The DG made it
known to us during the meet-
ing that he had limitations in

including outside bodies that
arenot part of the Gover mment
of India. This is as per the AIIR
Act, Moreover, this is an ongo-
ing investigation,”

“The AAIB promised that
they will do evervthing to en-
sure that when the Act is
amended, they will have a pro-
vision where outside experts
can be involved officially™

The DG also promised to have
quarterly meetings where a
road map would be drawn for
aviation safety and further in-
vestigation will involve ALPA
India directly or their nominee
Rao added.

The final choice on whether
the SMEs can be involved ina
particular acclident probe
wonld be the absolute right of
the lead investigator, the Gen
eral Secretary stressed.

Inan official releass on Thurs
day, ALPA INDIA was optimis-
tic that members of the body
would be made a part of the in
vestigation into the crash.
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October-end
direct China
flights

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: The decks have
been clearad for the resump-
tHon of direct flghts between
India and China from Octo-
ber-end, the external affairs
ministry announced on Thurs-
day; adding that It was now up
to the designated carriers to
draw up thelrschedules

Shortly afterwards, Indi-
Go announced gally, non-stop
services between Calcutta
and Guangzhou from Octobar
26, The alrline also plans to
5000 Introduce direct fllghts
between Delhi and Guang-
zhou, depending on regulato-
IV approvals,

Direct fiights between India
and China were suspended in
March 2020 owlng to the Covid-
19 pandemic. The suspension
continued as tensions momnted
following the Galwan clash.

A minlstry statement sald:
“It has now been agread that
direct atr services connacting
destgnated polnts in India and
China can resume by late Oc-
tober 2025, In keeping with the
winter season schedule, snbject
o commerclal dectslon of the
designated carriers from the
two cotmtries and folfilment of
all oporational criterda.”
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5 yrs on, India, China to restart
direct flights later this month

Sachin Parashar &
Saurabh Sinha | Tnw

New Delhi: Inthe middle of
Dussehra festivities, India
Thursday announced re-
sumption of direct air ser-
vices with China from late
Oct, marking another sig-
nificant step in efforts to
normalise the relationship
that saw PM Narendra Modi
visiting Tianjin last month
forthe SCOsummitandalso
having a bilateral meeting
with President Xi Jinping.
This is the second major
step taken by India to facili-
tate regular exchanges be-
tween the two countries, af-
ter govt resumed tourist vi-
sas for Chinese nationals.
Govt said in a statement
that the agreement between
civil aviation authorities
would further ease people-to-
people contact between India
and China, contributing to-
wards gradual normalisa-
tion of bilateral exchanges,
and economic cooperation.
Direct flights remained

7

IndiGo said it would start a
daily nonstop between Kolkata
and Guangzhou from Oct 26

suspended since early 2020,
initially because of the pan-
demic and later because of
military and political ten-
sions. India’s efforts to nor-
malise the relationship
have acquired a greater
sense of urgency because of
its recent experience with
the Trump administration.

Both countries had
agreed in principle to re
sume airservices in.Jan dur-
ingforeign secretary Vikram
Misri’s visit. Since then, said
MEA, civil aviation author-
ities had been engaged in

technical-level discussions
on resuming direct air ser-
vices and on a revised Air
Services Agreement.
Shortly after MEA's an-
nouncement, IndiGo said it
would start a daily nonstop
between Kolkata and
Guangzhou from Oct 26.
The airline will fly between
Delhi and Guangzhou, the
date for which will be an-
nounced shortly Air India
is likely to resume China
flights with a nonstop he-
tween Delhi and Shanghai
by the year-end, say sources.
IndiGosaid its “familiar-
ity with local partners” en-
abled it to resume these
flights swiftly. IndiGo CEQ
Pieter Elbers said: “This
will once again allow seam-
less movement of people,
goods, and ideas, while also
strengthening bilateral ties
between two of the world's
most populous countries
and fast-growing econo-
mies..."” The flights between
Kolkata and Guangzhou will
open for sale from Friday.



HIvary

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE GURUCRAM s QETORHERE 2025

Airfares soar on
Defhi-Dharamsala,
otherroutes

Ravinen Soon

PRLAMPLIN, DETOHEE 3
With Diwali approochmg mmd
this winber fourss . Semsim
nmurel  the comer sdme
s hnve e ngmm
hiked mirfores on the Delhi
Trrumeresalannd Chonddignrh
Dharnmanls moustes, pushing
thern bevamnd the reach al
rnasl locls and borists,

Trnmles are shockesd by the
shniplrise n prices. Aanesstop
mrerting Might Eom Mimba
o Dharemsmla via Delbis now
. bebwesen; R 25,000 and
Rs IO per pesan. Semdlar
Erpeis are being charpesd] oo -
recting fights oo Benygmba,
Ahmmesdatzd and Jaipur Even
the short Dehi-lhstarmsada
sl has sesn praoes Siige o
Rs 12 NU-Hs 18,000, stk k-
s [men Charlgfch ©
Dhaainsiks are ales et
pnites] Lar abvise rurarial

T agenbs’ assooslvns,
gpeiing ©  The  Trbwme,
grongly (ribicse] alines fof
whot  they fermed  “upen
aploitation’ of possengers
They aban norusivg the Tmion
Carrnarwrit of furnimg a blind
s i the imue Curnenthy, Aar
Inddin, TnchiCeo and  Spiordot
oprmite urund hall 6 coeen
flightn c Ehe Delhi-Tharam
sl el Chinrd sgurts- Dhisram
il seotoes. Industry winke
aildern wnm thot uncheckoed
wrihey hikes comild  srvensdy
dent Heruae hal's fximsm oo
oy in b nming, deps, They
v e mermbirs of Parin
v thiestate topesa ths
it far v fwrE st
ilnr & thioss availsbke fir Kash
riur s the Morgh-Fast
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Govt tweaks green approval
norms for airport expansion

AESHEEV THAKUR
NEW DELITI, BCTUBER 2
Stresmbning the deamnee
prooess the Enviromnment Min
try has ecemiptad expanson
] Foidiernd siition achvith=at
arports from emaronmientl
bt assessment (ELAL How
ever, this cemption will be
granted onby Hthe expareson is
stractly within the existing mr
ot botinsdarses and doiss not
rvabve any additonal knd.
Themidrastry sasd sich ot
thes wold now be categon sed
irider B2 The projeds under
categories A oand B oare

Nonod required if
work done within
exdsting boundaries
rediiired to undengo juiblie

ronsultationn, whereas the ot
epory B achemes are exempl

ed from the EIA. Fadier the

expansion aciviteswithin the
arrpart also mequired enviran
mentsl deamnee, a8 these
camie under category B

The mintstry hisd reeaved a
representation fom the Air
paits Aiithortyof India seek-
ing rationalisation of deamnes

mequiremients for expanson
activities confined within the
exasting boundaries of nrports

"It has bem submitted that
under the UDAN scheme, ar
trvel 15 being expanded 1o
mmpmove  accesgibility  and
affordability, and the Krid
UDAN schvermnie has facilitsbed
manerment of agrouliual pro
clure from remote amas o mas
lats, These initantinees have Jed
tosiFraficant Frowth npassen
ger traffic and oargo move
menl, necessiatmyE capactty
enhancemeent ot both magor
and regional arports" an offs
cal memorandunr sad
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