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AAI to deploy 100 people to
guide passengers at airport

This follows complaints over difficulty in finding the cab-boarding point. The guides will be posted
outside the Tl and T4 Domestic Terminals, T2 International Terminal, and the car parking facility

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

early 100 people
Nare to be deployed

to guide passengers
who arrive at the Chennai
airport.

The airport has been
facing severe backlash over
passengers’ struggles to
find and access the cab-
boarding point, among
other places, for months
now.

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said they had already float-
ed bids to hire the man-
power, and that the staff
members would join the

services within a few
weeks.
The staff members,

wearing uniforms with
badges indicating that they
are there to assist the pas-
sengers, will be present
outside the T1 and T4 Dom-

Much-needed assistance: The staﬁ members will also help senior
citizens and persons with disabilities board cabs. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

estic Terminals, the T2 In-
ternational Terminal, and
at the multi-level car park-
ing facility, an official said.

“Be it assisting senior ci-
tizens, pregnant women or
disabled passengers in
boarding the cab outside
the terminal or providing
directions to other passen-
gers, the staff members
will offer any necessary
support to ensure that they

can seamlessly exit the air-
port,” he added.

Inadequate signage

Devaraj Damodaram, a re-
sident of Chromepet, re-
collected the hassle he had
faced when he landed at
the Chennai airport some
months ago. “When 1 exit-
ed the domestic terminal, I
felt lost and couldn’t find
my way out. The signage

was inadequate. Finally, I
had to get the help of my
co-passenger to leave the
airport. While this is a
good initiative, the AAI
should also focus on
strengthening the sig-
nage,” he said.

On social media plat-
forms like ‘X', some pas-
sengers have flagged the
need for better wayfinding
at the airport. Arun Ga-
nesh, a passenger, said: “At
Chennai Airport T2 upper
level and I'm lost wonder-
ing how to get to the Metro
station right in front with-
out asking anyone. Neither
is there a direct footpath
nor a single sign. Seems
like there is a connection
from the ground floor, but
no obvious way to go down
either. Took the road, but
that’s not getting me there.
At least I'm getting a good
look at how this Metro is
connected, but I still don’t
see how I can make it in-
side”



HI¥< £
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TREIBUNE

GUWAHATIT

3 SEPTEMBER Z0Z6

100 new airports to be built in India over next 10 years: Aviation Minister Naidu

AHMEDABAD. Sept 2: India
will buald 10K new arports in the
next 10 years under the Centre's
regional connectivity scheme
UDAN with an outlay af Rs 30,000
crore, Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidue has said.

He maugurated India’s third
‘hub & spoke’ operations from
Ahmedabad airport on Tuesday:

“Whle there were 74 airports
10 2014, today we cim proudly say
that India's map features 166 air-
ports. Going from 74 to 166 seta
revord for the country, Over the
last 12 years, we completed work

om @ new airport or @ new termi-
nal roughly every 40 days, " Naidu
s at the event.

“This 12-year journey was mere-
Iv thes bemnning for the Mimstry of
Cavil Aviatior., We have expanded
upon the revolutionary changes
brought to the air travel sector by
the “UDAN' schems over the past
decade. Looking ahead, we plan to
spend approximately Rs 30,000
crore over the nest 10 years to baild
100 e aarports,” hie said.

The Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in March this vear approved the

launch and implementation of the
Regional Connectivity Scheme —
Modified UDAN — for a period of
10 years from FY 2026-27 to FY
2035-36 with a total outlay of Rs
28,840 crore with the budgetary
support of the Centre.

Naidu was here on Tuesday to
inaugurate India’s third ‘hub &
spake” operations from Ahmeda-
bad arport, aimed at connecting
passengers seambessly to inter-
nationa] destinations. The strate-
o 1% meant (o transform the coun-
try into 2 plobal avation hub by
providing seamless international

connectivity to passengers from
acTuss the country through Indi-
ari huth airports,

The Union munister sad avil
aviation 15 the fastest-growing
sectorin the country, and the pub-
b demiand is no longer just for a
ratlway station or 2 tram stop but
fior an airport in ther own town.

“And this demand is not limited
o major ctes — it comes from tier-
2 and Her-3 cities, Himalayan re-
pions, remaote areas, and slands
like Lakshadweep and Andaman.
Everywhere, people are asking
when an airpart will be construct-

ed in thedr area. This is the vaice
of modkern Ind, We are istening
to it, formmilating pobicies accord-
ingly, ared moving forwand,” he said,
While Indi is rapidly expand-
ing its airport network, the real
challenge lies not in the construc-
tiom bt 1n how effectively these
atrporis are connected — bath do-
mesticilly and internationally.
“When addressing the need for
convenience, we recogmsed the
immense potential of thi hub-and-
spoke’ model,” he stated.
Expilaming the model, Nasdu said
that typically, internationad fights

aperate from major Gties. For in-
stance, Dethi offers direct connec-
tivity to 54 destinations. “Howev-
er, aspirations have grown; people
now want international fhghts to
start from existing mrports and
desire better domestic comnectiv-
ity from arrports that atready kan-
dle mtermatumal traffic. By nte-
graiting these needs, we initited
the hub-and-spoke moded, ™ be sad.

The scheme started with Vara-
nasi and Amritsar, and the re-
spomse from there was very pos-
itive, he noted

Having launched operations at

two locations, Ahmedabad was
the ideal choice because the NRIL
community from the city and
Gujarat is spread across the globe,
and the ministry was receiving
comstant requests for connectiv-
ity from this region.

“I am confident that the Agures
we see here will surpass those of
any other dirport in the coumtry op-
erating on such a large-scale hub-
and-spoke’ medel. We are moving
forward with a focus on passenger
comvemence, and you will see the
ressults of this transformation first-
hand,” Nidu said. - PTI
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“AviATIoN | BO0ST Revanth pushes Adilabad, Mamunur airports to boost tourism, connectivity

entre urged to speed up airport development

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 2

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday urged
civil aviation minister K.
Ram Mohan Naidu to expe-
dite the development of the
Adilabad and Mamunur
(Warangal) airports in
Telangana and sought the
Centre's  support for
strengthening air connec-
tivity and aviation infra-
structure in state,

The Chief Minister also
sought the Centre's cooper-
ation in promoting heli-
tourism in Telangana
through helicopter servic-
es, stating that the initia-
tive would provide a fur-
ther boost to the state’s
tourism sector and im-
prove connectivity to tou-
rist destinations. Civil Avi.
ation officials informed Re-
vanth Reddy that a report

on the proposed landing of

seaplanes in Hussainsagar

would be submitted to the
Telangana government wi-
thin two weeks. The pro-
posal is aimed at exploring
new modes of connectivity
and adding another attrac-
tion to Hyderabad's tour-
ism infrastructure.

He made these requests
during a meeting with Ram
Mohan Naidu at the Union
civil aviation ministry’s of-
fice in Delhi. The Chiefl
Minister informed Union
minister that Telangana

government had completed
and handed over the
required land acquisition
for the development of
Mamunur airport.

Ram Mohan Naidu infor-
med Chief Minister that
tenders for Mamunur air-
port works would be invit-
ed within two weeks and
finalised by December,
with foundation stone for
the project scheduled to be
laid in the same month. On
Adilabad airport, Revanth

Reddy sought establishm-
ent of both cargo and pas-
senger terminals, besides
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul facilities, to ma-
ke airport a comprehensi
ve aviation hub, He also re-
quested the Union minister
to convene a joint meeting
of the defence and civil avi-
ation ministries to finalise
the runway-related issues
at Adilabad airport and
facilitate commencement
of the works at the earliest.

Revanth Reddy stressed
importance of developing
aviation infrastructure in
different parts of state to
support tourism, trade, in-
dustry and regional conne-
ctivity The proposed faci-
lities at Adilabad, Mamun-
ur are expected to strengt-
hen air connectivity MPs
Suresh Shetkar and M.
Anil Kumar Yadav, Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju,
CMO secretary Manicka
Raj and others attended.
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Akasa gets two Boeing 737 Max aircraft
at Navi Mumbai airport within 48 hrs

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

Akasa Air took delivery of two
brand-new Boeing 737 MAX 8
aircraft at the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMLA)
within a 48-hour window.
This marked the carrier's
43rd aircraft delivery and
third at Mumbai Metropolitan
Region's second aviation hub.

The airline inducted its
43rd aircraft, registered as VT-
YBT, on Wednesday morning
at 4.21am. This arrival fol-
lowed closely on the heels of
its sister aircraft. VT-YBS,
which touched down at NMIA
on Tuesday morning at
4.33am. The induction of VT-
YBT marks Akasa Airs
twelfth aircraft delivery in
2026.

VI-YBR completed an
extensive three-leg ferry flight
from Boeings Boeing Field
facility in Seattle, USA, cross-
ing three continents and

multiple time zones. The air-
craft flew from Seattle to

Reykjavik in Iceland on
August 28, then to Egypt's
Cairo on August 31 and finally
landed at NMIA on
Wednesday morning,

The feat started on August
20 when Akasa Air's 41st air-
craft — a Boeing 737 MAX 8
registered as VT-YBR -
became the first-ever com-
mercial aireraft delivered
directly from the factory to
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region’s second airport.

Akasa Air is sal
leveraging NMIAs newly
commissioned infrastructure
to absorb its rapid fleet expan-
sion. The airport, which inau-
gurated international passen-
ger services on July 15 and
dedicated freighter oper-
ations on August 16, had pre-
viously hosted domestic and
international proving flights.
However, Akasa Air's direct
factory acceptances mark the
first time a commercial airline
has used NMIA as a primary
induction base.
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Ahmedabad airport third in India to get
hub-and-spoke international flight services

FP.J News Service

AHMEDABAD

International travel from Guja-
rat is set for a major makeover
with Ahmedabad’s Sardar Vall-
abhbhai Patel International Ai-
rport becoming the third airpo-
rt in India, after Amritsar and
Varanasi, to launch internation-
al services under the Hub-and--
Spoke model.

The initiative, launched by
the Union Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation, is expected to save passe-
ngers time and reduce the hass-
le of repeated customs, immigr-
ation and baggage procedures
while connecting Ahmedabad
travellers to around 15 internat-
ional destinatons through
Delhi.

Union Civil Aviation Minist-
er K. Ram Mohan Naidu said
the initiative was aligned with
the Prime Minister’s vision of
making India a global aviation
hub.

“Passengers will be able to
complete baggage checks and
immigration procedures at Ah-
medabad itself. They will not
have to repeat these processes

| -

while changing flights at Delhi;”

Naidu said, describing the
model as a major step towards
smoother international travel,

Under the Hub-and-Spoke
system, passengers from small-
er cities are brought to a central
airport or ‘hub, from where
they connect to international fl-
ights. Customs and immigrati-
on formalities, along with bagg-
age handling, are completed at
the originating airport, allowi-
ng passengers to avoid repeati-
ng these procedures at the con-
necting hub.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel said the facility

would directly benefit the stat-
€5 large NRI community and in-
ternational travellers.

“The launch of Hub-and-Sp-
oke services from Ahmedabad
will provide international trav-
ellers from Gujarat with direct
‘Ease of Travel benefits,” Patel
said.

He highlighted Gujarat’s ex-
panding aviation infrastructu-
re, including aircraft leasing
and financing activities at GIFT
City and the upcoming greenfi-
eld airport at Dholera. Gujarat
currently has 19 operational air-
ports, including three internati-
onal airports, officials said.
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Navi Mumbai Int’l Airport
hits 3 million passenger mark

MUMBAI Navi Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), promoted by Adani Group and CIDCO, on
Thursday =said it has handled 3 million passengers
sinre starting commercial operations last December,
establishing the greenfield facility as one of India's
maost promising new aviation gateways.

The milestone was achieved due to NMIAS strong
operational performance & commitment to passen-
ger service standards, the airport operator said. NMILA
started domestic commercial operations on Decem-
ber 25, 2025, while the commercial international
passenger services commenced on July 15 this vear.



T 'tth:rr'rr;:aza_uIﬁJ:;E:ﬂu
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOERNING STANDARD DELHT 4 SEPTEMEEER 2026

s

Navi Mumbal Airport hits
3 mnpassenger mark

NEW DELHI: Nawl Mumbal
Intermational Alrport, promoted
by Adanl Group and CIDCO, on
Thursday said it has handled 3
millllon passengers since starting
commercial operations last
December, establishing greenfileld
facllity as one of india's most
promising new aviation gateways.
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Malda airport

B MALDA: Englishbazar
MLA Amlan Bhaduri,
along with senfor Malda
district administration
officlals, inspected the
defunct Malda alrport on
Wednesday. Bhaduri sald
the alrport would soon
become operational un-
der the Centre's UDAN"®
or the reglonal connectiv-
ity scheme and the state
was taking initiatives in
that direction.
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Tiger attack leaves fisherman critical

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: A fisherman in the
Sundarbans was dimgged
deep into the forest by a
Bengal tiger on Wednesday
morning but was rescued
by his companions, who
chased the animal into the
jungle.

Ajit Mollah, 33, has been
admitted to the trauma care
it of SSKM Hospital with
deep wounds to his neck and
left shoulder.

Doctors have told his
family that Mollah has also
suffered spinal cord injuries
in the attack and that his
condition is critical.

Ajit, a resident of
Maipith Nagenabad village
in the Kultali block of South
24-Parganas, ventured
into the Kalibera forest on

Tuesday to catch fish. He
was accompanied by five
other fishermen on a boat.

On Wednesday morming,
he was attacked by the tiger.

“The big fishing nets had
got tangled. So Ajit and an-
other person were standing
on the bank, untangling the
nets, It was around Tam,"”
said Ansar Mollah, 38, a
comsin of Ajit who lives in
the same village.

“Suddenly, we heard a
splash in the water and Ajit
erying out. The tiger silently
came out of the forest and
pounced on him,"” Ansar
said.

“The tiger started drag-
ging him into the forest. We
Jjumped out of the boat and
followed it into the forest,”
he said.

As the tiger continued
to drag Ajit deeper into the

forest, the five men followed.
“We were shouting at the top
of our voices and running
behind the tiger. Aftor some
time, we found that the tiger
had left Ajit and fled. He was
lying unconscious,” Ansar
said.

The fishermen travelled
for one and a half hours by
river to reach their village.

Ajit was taken to a local
government hospital, where
he received primary treat-
ment before being referred
to SSEM Hospital.

“Doctors have said his
condition is critical. His
wife, four children and par-
ents are anxionsly awaiting
news ol his recovery,” said
Rezanl Gaz, a neighbour.

Ansar said they had been
fishing in the forest since
they were 18, but this was
his first encounter with a

tiger. “We had valid passes
to enter the forest,” he said.

“We were informed about
the incident on Wednesday
morning, but the exact loca-
tion and details are awaited.
We are trying to contact the
fishermen who accom panied
him. We are also seeking the
help of Maipith Coastal po-
lice station to conduct the in-
vestigation,” said an official
of the South 24-Parganas
forest division.

“Prima facie, they did not
have the permit to enter the
forest,” the official said.

“We are demanding
compensation of #4 lakh forr
Ajit, as per the directive of
the Supreme Court,” said
Mithun Mondal, assistant
secretary of the Association
for Protection of Democratic
Rights (APDR), South
24-Parganas,

The stretch of the Kalibera forest in the Sundarbans where
the tiger attacked fisher man Ajit Mollah on Wednesday
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Civil Aviation Minister asks aircraft
manufacturers to speed up deliveries

L = gscale of the Fly9l order  thar India would need a mix
S Y demonstrates the “enorm-  of larger aircraft for high-de-
New Dethi ous potential” in India’s avi- mand markets and smaller

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Thursday
urged global aircraft manu-
tacturers to speed up deliver-
ies to India, saying the coun-
try has built a large airport
network and needs aircraft
to meet the growing demand
for regional connectivity.

Speaking at the signing ce-
remony of Fly91's firm order
for 40 ATR 72-600 aircraft,
Naidu said there was a “huge
demand” for aircraft and
asked ATR w deliver the
planes as soon as possible,

At present, India-based
airlines have outstanding air-
craft deliveries of around
1,600 aircraft, with a large
part of these expected to be
delivered over the next dec-
ade,

The order, walued at
around 81 billion, will take
FLY91's fleet from six air-
craft currently to more than
60 aircraft over the coming

)

Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Maohan Naidu #n

years. “Right now the target
is to deploy these 40 aircraft
by 2030, butl would like to
request ATR to speed up
those deliveries because
there is a huge demand,"
Naidu said. At the same
event, he called for aircraft
deliveries from Airbus to be
expedited, telling Airbus In-
dia and South Asia President
and Managing Director Jur-
gen Westermeier that India
needs more aircraft to sup-
port its expanding airport
network and  regional
connectiviry.

Besides, Naidu said the

ation market.

Accordingly, he said the
government's next phase of
regional aviation  develop-
ment would focus on helping
regional airlines consolidate
and encouraging more air-
lines to enter the market.

The Minister said India
currently has 166 airports
and plans to develop another
100 airports over the next 10
years, with a focus on con-
necting currently unserved
hinterland areas, including
the Himalayas and the North
East.

PASSENGERS SURGE
Furthermore, he said the
number of daily air passen-
gers has doubled over the
past decade, from around 2-
2.5 lakh to almost 5 lakh, un-
derlining the need for a
broader aviation ecosystem
covering different types of
aircraft and markets,
Meanwhile, Naidu cited

aircraft for shorter routes
and  emerging  aviation
Ccentres.

The government has also
earmarked ¥28,840 crore un-
der the modified UDAN
scheme, aimed at strength-
ening regional connectivity.

Additionally, Naidu said
the government wants to en-
sure that airports are access-
ible to people within a reas-
onable  distance, while
alternative modes such as
seaplanes and helicopters
could serve areas where ter-
rain and land constraints
make conventional airports
difficult. He said seaplane
operations are also expected
to begin soon, with Kochi-
Lakshadweep among the
first proposed connections,

Meanwhile, Naidu invited
ATR 1o consider serting up
aircraft manufacturing in In-
dia, saying the government
would be willing to provide
SUPPOTL.
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Govt pushing SpiceJet
to address financial
issues: Minister Naidu

—
Our Bureau
i Dol

The government is pushing
Spicelet w0 step up its opera-
rions and sddress its finan-
chal difficulties, sald Clvil
Aviation Miniser Ram Mo-
han Naidu on TILI.IT!'h’F.
Speaking on the skdelines
of an industry event, he said
that the airline had assured
the government that ir will
LIPS I08 OPeTalions so0mn.
At present, the pirline op-
erates |:|n|.'|_\.I 11 aircralt. 1t has
fimadised lease agreements
with three sircraft Operators
o induct 20 aircraft, com-
prising 15 Bocing and five
Airbus aircraft, under damp
and wet leasc agrecments,
The aircrafi are scheduled
o join the fleet in phases
berween  mid-October and
eeid-Novemmber, ahead of the
winter travel peak, beginning
with the Durgn Puja period
With the additional alr-
craft, Spioefet plans o ramp
up operathons to around 200
daily fights  during  the
winter schedule,

HIGHER CAPACITY

The frve Airbus sircraft wall
ks include the A321 van-
ant, which offers higher seat-
img capacity and will allow
the airline to deploy more
SCATS 0N FoUles witnessing
strong demand.

Om the recent shady con-
ducted regording the deploy-
ment of the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (C1SF) at

The Minister
said that the
airline had assured
the government
that it will improve
its operations soon

airports, the Minister said
the exercise is not about re-
moving personnel but reor-
ganksing the strucmure.

As the alrpory network has
incrensed, & government ]
||:u.1k|:r.|g at how o “re
:1]1r|.':||.1" and “re |1rguni5|.-"
CISFand, if possible, include
the State police machineryto
secure airports, said Naidu,

Regarding the probe inte
the incident that ocouwrred
onhoard the Alr  India
Phiuket-Defhi flight, the Min-
Ister sald thar the imvestiga-
tion by the Alrcraft Accident
Investigation Bureau ig still
going on, and & preliminary
report has to be released.

He said the report has wo
be based on facts amd thor-
oughly werified before it
Somes oul.

On adrfares, Naidu sasd the
MoiCA had a tariff monitor
'irlg wnst, which I:m.'!'m A Come
stant watch on rowtes wit-
nessing  seasonally  high
demand.

According t  MNaidu,
whenever an extraordinary
clreumstance arises, the gov-
ermnment undertakes  cap-
ping. while internationally
there is & dynamic pricing
model for airfares.
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FLY91 places S billion order
for 40 ATR 72-600 aircraft

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 3 September

Goa-based alrline FLY9%1 on
Thursday placed a firm order for
40 ATR 72-600 aircrafi worth
around %1 billion, marking the
largest ATR order globally
by a regional airline.

It currently operates
six ATR 72-600 aircrafi.
On Thursday, the carrier
said it planned to lease
another six toeight aircraft
before the new aircrafi begin
arriving and expected its fleet to
reach more than 60 aircraft over
the coming yvears as it expands its
nerwork to smaller cities with
limited or zero air connectiviry.

European aircraft manufac-
turer ATR is a 50050 joint venture

between French acrospace coml-
pany Airbus and lialian defence
giant Leonardo. The ATR 72-600
is a turboprop alreraft, meaning
it uses propeller-driven engines
rather than the jet engines used
by larger commercial airceaft. Its
lower operating costs and
ability to use shorter run-
ways make it suited to
regional routes,
"FLYg1wasbuiltona
singular conviction that
India needs a dedicated
regional airline.. We have
grown steadily and consistently
since our launch, and this40-air-
craft order becomes the founda-
tion for our next chapter,” Manoj
Chacko, founder, managing
director, and chief executive
officer of FLY91, sald.
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SpiceJet to Add 20
Leased Aircraft

Qur Bureau

Mumbai: Spicedet isbringing in
20 Jensed nireraft shewl of win-
ler ravel season, a move That cao-
uld subslanlially inerease s Ny-
ing capacity

Ot the cxpansion comes at a
difficult point for the airline,
which is still dealing with tiglt
liguidity prounded sireraft and
a costly lepal dispute with KAL
Adrwayzand Kalaniithi Maran.

The airline saild Thursday il
has finalised agrecments with
three aircradt operators for 15
Boeing and five Airbus aircratt.
The plane: are schedwled to be
inducted in phasss  betwesn
mid-October and mid-Movem-
har, ahedd of the festive travel
rush.

Spiveel is targeting alwl 20
daily flights during the wintor
achodule, with the added capaci-
tyv also expected to support the
peak nextvear

The aircraft will come through
s mix of wet-and danip-lesse ar-
rangemenls, giving Spieedel a
Faster way loadd capacity wilha-
ut buying aircraft oucright.

The Airbuz additions include
an AJZL A higher-capocity nar-
row-hody aireraft that cangive the
airline more seats on routes whe-
redemanit is strong,
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AirIndia close
to securing

210,000 crore
fromTata, SIA

AR IHDIA IS close to securing
T10,000 crore in financial a kd
from it owniers Tata Sons and
Singapore Aldinesaccordingto
prnph-hmiii:l:r with thematter,
as the carrer grapples with the
fallout trom aturbulentyear

The moneyisconditionalon
| § E'ﬂLI 1 |.II.H eertili I.H'.'E |.I.II: maance
milestones and will be paid out
in bnstalmien s, sid the people.
The suppont would be propor
ol to shareholding, the peo-
plr saicl, with Tata Sons menin E
Ta 904 of Alr India and Sinpgs
e Aartines the remamder,

Abrindia, TataSons and Sin
gapore Aidines (S1A) didn't
immediately respond  to
1':'1.'|l.u.-':d:5!'|J||.'-::l|.|:|s1.1.'||.1...!|i|: lzadia
iscoming off a difficult period
marked by the deadly cagiofa
Bocing 7E7 Dreamliner, the
closing of Pakistani airspace to
Indian mmiers, and the West
Asla confliet that's disrupted
travel and driven up fud costs
Adr India reported a recon] loss
oft2 2000 aorein FY26

Chilef Expoutive Offl cor-dies-
Ignate Tewnlde Gebremariam,
who officially joins the carréer
later this month, se=ks to bal-
ster Alr India's cargo business
and eurb plane mainienance

problems.  —BLOOMBERG
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SpiceJet brings in 20

FLY91 places $1-bn
order for 40 alrcraft

® Largest ATR plane
order globally by

a regional airline
AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbal, September 3

REGIOHAL AIRLIME FLY?L o
Thursday placed an order for
0 ATR 72-600 aircrm it worth
n.-a.r]].- £1 hilbon, m what the
company described as the
Inrgr:.r ATR order E;I-nlmll.}' h],' a
regional carrier.

The delveryof thess plnm-a
will start fio.m the end of 2017
and 18 expected 1o be com-
pleted over five yean. The deal
is expected to significantly
expand the Goa-based @rmier's
{leet as # looks towiden s nei-
workacross the country.

Two-and-a-half years into
commercial operations, FLY21
currently operates six ATR 72-
GO0 atreraft and more than 280
weekly fights to 13 cites, 115
13th destination — Tinipatiin
Andhm Pradesh — isscheduled
to commence later this month
Theaifine targets expanding its
fleet by mome than 60 aircraft
overthe coming years

ManojChacks, founder, MD
and CECL FLY% 1, said the order
would provide the founsdatioen
for the aidine’s next phase of

[Fram laft) FLY91 Chalrman Harska Raghwaﬂ JATRCED

Wathalie Tarmawd Laude, Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Haidu and FLY 91 MD & CED Manoj Chac ko at a ceremaony to
sign aircraft purchase agreement in Mew Dalhion Thursday

expansion, FLYS 1 was built ona
sngrular eonviction that India
needs a dedicated regionalair
line focused on connecting
emerpingeitiesdirecthyand offi
clently. We have grown steadily
and consistently since our
launch, and this 40-aircraft
-i:ll.'l‘ll."r |.1r|.'|:|r|1|:: |J'ItE tll'.lulllil.{.ﬂ { alul
for ournextchlapter, he sid. The
aigfine has operated more than
15,000 flights since itslaunch.
Thit order comes as the gov-
ernment has announced the
UDAN 2.0 framework o pro-
vide furtherimpetusto mgional

air connectivity. Civl Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said  regimnal connectivity
ramalnedapdorityand polnted
to the government s 28,540
crom investiment under UDAN
L0 "Regonal connectivity isa
fundamental pillar of India’s
aviation gmowth story, arsd
bridging smaller dtkes with
magx I:‘tI'ISC:lI'I'HL'I'II.IlP'l.I'I:'I1:I..1]I1.'n'|
national priority,” he sid ATE
CE® Mathalle Tarnaud Laude
said the aimmft’s cconomics
and efficlency would support
theairline sexpansion.

planes to rebuild fleet

AKBAR MERCHANT
HMumbai, September 5

SPICEJET HAS FIMNALUISED
agreemants with three alreraft
opemtons iomduict Xl ok -
15 Boelng and five Alrbus mod-
els ||n|.'h'niamp:|ru:l wret leas
arrangements. The airoraft an
expected to joln the flest in
phases between mid- October
al I:IIJ m IIJ' Hr.l‘-'t‘il.lht‘l r a1tl I.'.|1IJ IJI-
the peak winter travel scason
beghinl g with Deerga Puja

L |'|i|.'r_|r|: mcent I:.r retired its
last three Boeing 7 37-8 MAX
amcmaft, ao nn'Img o sroes
However, Its active floet
remained at 11 wath the atrlme
Inducting three Alrbus 43 20

o wet lease frm the Cambo-
dia-based Sky Anghor Airways,

With the planned additlons,
Spicriet ks targetimg around 200
daily flights during the winter
schedule. The five Arbus air-
craftwillalsoindude 4331 vari-
ant, which has ﬂil.lgh.rrﬂ-.ﬂling
capacity. Debojo Maharshi,
chisf bustiness offices, Spdeshet,
said, "We arc preparing fior the
winiter seasonwith aclear focus
on adding capacity where our
passengers meed i0 mosi..
These airgratt will support our
operations through both the
wmterand sumrmeT pt'ﬂh: ]
perlods, while helping bring
greater stahih tytocapacity Arsd
Bise pressure on alfares”

Afcom proposes to buy
4 Boeing freighterjets

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, September 3

CHEMMAI-BASED AlR
FREFGHT company Afcom
Holdings hassigned aletter of
tkend (L |I} m1l|.]!|:|ei:|.f: orihe
acguisition of up to four Boe

ing 777-BF freighter alrcraft,
asitlocks to expand its cargo
operations and build long-
haul freight capacty An Lol is
a prefiminary agresment to
negotiate a future firm order

The proposalwas disdosed in
an exchange filing [T finalised,
the deal would mark thie first
omder for the Bodng 777-8F by
an Indian cacrier, Afcaom said
Thi proposed acquisitionwould
mark Afcom's ety ntowide-
body freighter operations, The
aighine,which operates narrow-
body  Boeing T37-800
freighters, recenily started a
three-times-a-week fraghter
service betwesn Navl Mumbal
and Dabai World Central
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Airbus finds quality
issues on A330neo

jet, slowing output

AIRBILS HaS

IDENTIRED quality

lapses on atal

section af its
AlSOnoo aircraft, binging
debveries of the widebady et
toa near halt over the past
three months. “The roat
cauee |5 dentified and A330
deliveries hawe resumed”
Airbus said, calling the guality
issue “isclated”
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Al Express set to stun
with new uniforms

FPJ News Service
MUMEAI

Air India Express rolled out a
dynamic new uniform collee-
tion for its cabin crew and
frontline teams across its
entire global network with
effect from September 1.

The new uniforms will
flaunt textile legacy from
India’s five states to bring a
unified aesthetic to touch-
points across airports, flight
operations, security and
onboard cabins.

According to Air India
Express, the new attire
extends the airline’s popular
Tales of India' initiative —
originally launched through
custom aircraft tail art —
directly into everyday guest
interactions.

Drawing inspiration from
traditional Indian weaves and
crafts, the collection subtly
incorporates motifs inspired
by Tamil Nadu's Kanjeevaram,

G2 8a 8

Himachal Pradesh’s Pattu,
Gujarats Patola, Assam’
Gamosa and Madhya
Pradesh’s Bagh handicraft
styles.

The silhouettes blend eth-
nic roots with modern practi-
cality, featuring contempor-
ary adaptations of the classic
kurti paired with tailored
jackets, scarves, and pocket
squares. The new uniform’s
color scheme centres on the
airline’s signature Xpress Blue
base, highlighted by vibrant
Xpress Orange accents to
maintain strong brand recog-
nition.
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SURAT

Air India Express to
resume Surat-Sharjah
flight in November

Air India Express is set
to resume direct flights
between Surat and Sha-
rjah from November,
with bookings already
open for the service
under the upcoming
winter schedule. Initia-
11y, the airline will ope-
rate the service once a
weel, with the freque-
ney likely to be increa-
sed to three or four
days a weeltlater, depe-
nding on demand. Acco-
rding to the booking sc-
hedule, the first direct
flight from Surat to Sh-
arjah is scheduled for
November 4. Flight 1X
275, operated by an Air-
bus A320, will depart
from Surat Airport at
1:25 pm and arrive at
Sharjah Imternational
Airport at 3:15 pm.The
return flight, IX 342,
will depart from Sharj-
ah at 5:50 pm and arrive
in Surat at 10 pm on the
same day. The service
will also be operated by
an Airbus A320.
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Pilot falls ill, IndiGo
flight makes mayday
call, diverted to Oman

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Mayday call sig-
naling a life-threatening emer-
gency was made after one of the
pilots of a Doha-Bengaluru
IndiGo flight became incapaci-
tated, prompting its diversion to
Oman's Muscat on Thursday.
Officials said the pilot required
urgent medical attention and
that flight 6E 1302 landed safely
in Muscat, where a medical
team attended to the affected
crew member.

“The pilot became incapaci-
tated during the flight, and a
Mayday emergency was
declared,” an official said. It was
not immediately clear whether
the Airbus A320neo aircraft's
first officer (co-pilot) or the
pilot-in-command needed medi-
cal attention.

In a statement, IndiGo said
the crew member is feeling bet-
ter now. It added that an alter-
nate aircraft and a new crew
were arranged for the flight
from Muscat to Bengaluru. The
passengers were being provided
refreshments and regular
updates in Muscat, it said.

“We regret the inconvenience
caused to our customers and
are making all efforts to mini-
mise it,” the statement said.

The incident came two days
after a Goa-Delhi IndiGo flight
made an emergency landing
shortly after take-off. A person
aware of the matter said the
issue was related to one of the
engines, even as IndiGo has not
confirmed it.

It was the second IndiGo
flight to face an engine snag in

Al EXPRESS FLIGHT
REPORTS SNAG, LANDS
AT LUCKNOW AIRPORT
LUCKNOW: An Air India Express
flight from Varanasi to Delhi made
a precautionary landing at
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport in Lucknow
on Thursday morning aftera
smoke detection alarm allegedly
went off in its aft cargo
compartment, promptingan
emergency response.

All 155 passengers and crew
members were safely evacuated,
while preliminary checks found no
smoke or fire, airport officials said.

Flight IX 1253 took off from
Varanasi around 8am and landed
in Lucknow at 8.52am.

An Air India Express
spokesperson said the crew,
prioritising passenger safety,
opted for a precautionary
diversion to Lucknow after
detecting a technical issue.  HTC
the past month.

On August 11, a Kolkata-
Chennai flight made a priority
landing after declaring an emer-
gency when its left engine devel-
oped problems on approach.

HT on Wednesday reported
that “serious findings” were
reported as the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
conducted safety audits of four
major airlines ahead of a US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) assessment of India’s
civil aviation regulator over-
sight scheduled between
November 16 and 20.

The DGCA completed the
safety audits in August, three
months before a five-member
FAA team will visit India.
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IAF pilot who shot down Pak.
plane joins regional airline

Former Indian Air Force Group Captain and Vir
Chakra awardee Abhinandan Varthaman has
joined Goa-based regional airline FLY91 as a

pilot, according to sources. Mr. Varthaman, who
downed an enemy jet during an aerial combat
with Pakistan in 2019 and was held captive for
three days in that country, was honoured with
the Vir Chakra award in 2021 for displaying an
“exceptional sense of duty” during the dogfight,
as per the award citation. FLY91, which started
flying in March 2024, currently operates a fleet of
six ATR 72-600 aircraft. Its two bases are Goa and
Hyderabad. Sources said that Mr. Varthaman
joined the airline as a pilot in August. e
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FLY91 inks firm order

for 40 ATR aircraft

Flying higher: Fly91 will will lease another six to eight aircraft
before the new aircraft begin arriving.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Regional airline FLY91
signed a firm order for 40
70-seater ATR 72-600 air-
craft, marking the largest
ATR order globally by any
regional airline. The deal is
valued at about $1 billion
though clients negotiate
discounts on listed price.
The airline will lease
another six to eight aircraft
before the new aircraft be-
gin arriving. For the Fran-

co-Italian aircraft maker, a
big Indian order comes
nine years after IndiGo or-
dered 50 ATRs in 2017.

The airline, unveiled in
2024, operates 280 weekly
flights to 12 destinations. It
connects Pune, Sindhu-
durg, Solapur and Jalgaon
in Maharashtra; Agatti in
Lakshadweep Islands;
Hubballi in Karnataka; Ti-
rupati, Vijayawada and Ra-
jahmundry in AP; along
with Bengaluru, Goa, Ko-
chi and Hyderabad.
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Fighter pilot Abhinandan, taken POW
after he downedPak jet,joins pvt airline

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, September3

THE NEXT time you areon a
commercial flight, you would
do better to listen to the an-
nouncement that introduces
the pilots. Who knows, in the
cockpit may be a former fighter
pilot who made headlines dur-
ing the Balakot airstrikes, as
much for his flying prowess as
for his moustache and his love
for tea.

Group Captain Abhinandan
Varthaman, aVir Chakraawar-
dee, has retired from the Indian
AirForce and joined Goa-based
regionalairline FLY91 asa pilot.
Heis43.

A Group Captain can serve
inthe TAF until age 54. No pub-

Group Captain Abhinandan
Varthaman

lic statement details the rea-
sons for his premature retire-
ment.

The decorated officer, who
prefers to maintain a low pro-
file, shot down an enemy jet

during aerial combat with Pak-
istan in February 2019. The
combat occurred on February
27,2019, following the Balakot
airstrikes India carried out to
target terror camps in Pakistan
in retaliation for the Pulwama
artack.

During the encounter, Var-
thaman shot down a Pakistani
F-16 fighter jet before his own
MiG-21Bison was hit by enemy
fire. At the time, he held the
rank of Wing Commander.

Following his ejection, Var-
thaman landed in Pakistani ter-
ritory and was captured before
Indian authorities secured his
release in a globally watched di-
plomatic move. He was hon-
oured with the Vir Chakra
award in 2021. Varthaman is

learnt to have joined the airline
asacommercial pilot lastmonth
and wasrelieved by the IAF a few
months ago.

Asa fighter pilot in the IAF,
Group Captain Varthaman flew
the Su-30 MKI and later the
MiG-21. He will now fly ATR air-
craft for FLY91.

It is not uncommon for TAF
pilots to retire relatively young
and move into commetrcial avi-
ation, given the substantial ex-
perience of fighter, helicopter
and transport pilots in hand-
ling aircraft, navigation, emerg-
encies, crew coordination and
disciplined operating proce-
dures.

Commercial airlines are
also said to value military ex-
perience.
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Regional aviation needs
policy push: ATR chief

Franco-Italian firm says India needs financially viable regional airlines

EbPasiek lawineerunt Com
WEW DELHI

s ey b a ke untagyged market

fusrregionalair travel, bait turming that

demand into a viahle girfine business

will require more than govermment

subwities. Franeo-lialian firm ATH,
worlil's largest maker of small commercial
alrer :|fl.:.:|:|.'~| Truelias nveelss ﬁl:LlI:b:":.||.|f|. vl
regional abdines, backed by more alrports,
lowver airponrt costs and taxes, and incen
tivies beyond the government’s flagship
Uidan (e Desh foa Aaam Nagrifd scheame, i
iL is 1o Lien thie vast macket [or travel
between smaller cities into o sustninable
svintion business

I don't know (7 India peeds mone

regioml airlines, What 1 konow is India
needs profitable regional aidines forsure.”
ATR chieTexecutive olficer Nathalie Tar-
rutuned Ll vold Wi i an interview,
“Becanse it can ondy be a success if you ane
iproditachbe iy this bsiness.”

ATH b= @ jodmil veniture between Airbus
] Lesmmarcho, anid specializesin turbogaop
aircralt foa regional routes, Turbopropsane
smaller planes, with a 70-mld seating
|'.lp.||'.|t:|..|:':|||:|:|||:'-u|'.'||:'|'|.-s.\i|1|,|; aiialleiide-
portswith limited mnwiy space,

Lamscle saidd the regional air
connectiviny scheme pliyeda
oy ooz i cheved egaings thie see

ATR chiaf executive officer Mathalla Tarnaud Lawde said the regional air connectivity
scheme played an impostant role in developing the sector

begs that 1 was mientondmg? Maybe not,”
she said, “And meaybe we will need other
incentives while maintaining, of course,
o= sehveme.”

“In eoiilad b ssode .'rir|1||||« - |r|:|'i|||||1|.,'
o wirpants, support o manufbciuring,

Howover, neardy hall, or 327 ave non-op-
eratiomal. Houtes are discontinued for
reasans suich as poor visibility, runway
restriethons, aireralt shorage, ko possen-
KUE Tl il i I “ilil 1 ||:'|.'|| [ili |'|II: Lo | I' il | FIHH'
companies

The Udisn 20 schome,
Ravnchesd enadier this vear, has
incrvased focus on airpor

o the vl s fstest-grow :;.TJ;IM ;I:ees.rs.us . #:‘IL:ImTtxl'ﬂ-_u; UDAMN 2 Dsgdhlréﬂ'é infrastrctume and commenrial
Aol i . aef i e Sz o st Al o Fas increasad foous P f
Llip'r:ilfl:-ll'h“:'.l 1::I.3'.1.1I|u|m1.1r the crumtry's [eaniree hulds on airport infra viability :bt:rt_:llllﬁ.lll nivw hasan
ket “Uelan hasbenvery belp-  aypering ground- turbaprop aircraft commercial viabilige Oty o SO0 cron:, almost
Ful b neresise comnectivity in wranspost market far regional routes al routes sixtirmes the previoussdeme’s

Imiclim,” she saicl, acdkding that

dishuimsnks af THGO0 orone.

the s hveermie B alboweed ATH
el it customers toenter the lodian mar-
kot Bru the chiesaicd Udan abone will not
e cmwataggh o s Bidese thae sealie ol conree-
tivity the plane-raker envisages: 200-3000
i in 20-odd years

“To the e, will this (Udan be enowgegh
1o inerease that connectivity to the num-

giving the right conditions to manufac
ture gircrafi at the right cost-effective
e, Lanmle sk, “Tt com be some lncen
tives,.. tax Incentivis, (Lower) alrport
tasges, for excample.”

Udan was lunched in October 2006,
with G63 roantes getting operationalized.

ATR's Indlia thesls is hased
on the size of the country's existing
gronnl -brunspert mprket. The company
estinmuates. that ahout 6 billion trips ke
e anmuadly betwesn ther-2and -3 clties,
bst conly 3% are madde by air,

Foranerfemded vervion of thissiory, goio
livemint coam
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Air India closes in on ¥10,000 crore aid

Tata Sans ovwns T4.9% of Air India and Singapore
Adirfines the remainder,

ir Tmclia Lad is close to securing $10,000
crore G311 billion) in fimancial aid from
il= owners Tata Sons Pyl Lid and

Singapore Airlines Lid, according to people
Familiar with the maiter, as the carrier grapples

with ther falloud from s tarbudent year.

The money is conditianal on reaching
certn performance mibestomes pnd will be
poatied ol i instalments. said the people, who
asked not 1o be named because the matier is
private, The support would be proportional 1o
shareliolding. the peogle sid, with Tala Sons
onwing T4R8% of Adr India and Singapore
Airlines the remainder,

Tnelia's Mag carrler s combng ofFa diT el
preriond marleed by the desdly crash ol Bowing
Co. 787 Direamilineer, the closing of Pakistani
alrspace to Indian carviers, and tha: Middle East
conflict that's disrupted travel and driven up
Tuel costs. Adr India reponied a reeord loss off
122 000 crome indits fiscal voar through March.

Chiefexecutive olficer-designate Tewolde
Gretwremariom, who officially joins the carrer
later this month, seeks oo bakster Adr Indin’s
cargn business gnd curb pline maintenomes
prnhlems BLOOMBERG
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FLY91 orders
40 ATR 72-600
planes for $1 bn

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL & Mew Delhi

REGIONAL carrier FLYY91 on
Thursday signed a firm order
for 40 ATR 72600 aircraft, mark-
ing the largest ATR order glo-
bally by a regional airline and
the third largest by any airline.
The landmark deal, which is
expected to give a big boost to
FLY91's operations, is valued at
approximately 81 billion, said
the airline in a statement.
With this, FLY%1 joins the
league of major airlines to place
a large order for aircraft. Indian
carriers hold a massive pend-
ing aircraft order book of about
L, 700-2 000 jets as of early 2026,
driven by rapid expansion from
IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
Air From its current fleet of six
ATH 72-800 aircraft. FLY91 tar-
gets to have over 80 aircraft over
the coming years. It said the
landmark order for 40 aireraft
will provide scale to build a
much larger regional network

and connect more unserved and
underserved cities across the
country In two-and-a-half years
since commencing operations,
the Goa-based airline has oper-
ated over 15,000 Aights and 280
weekly flights 1o 12 cities, with
its 13th destination set to com-
mence later this month.

“We have grown steadily and
consistently since our launch,
and this order becomes the
foundation for our next chap-
ter. Having operated over 15,000
flights in just two-and-a-half
vears, we have built the operat-
ing experience and fonndation
to scale significantly.” said
Manoj Chacko, founder, MD
and CEQ, FLYO1.
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NRGs seek direct flights
from city to US, Canada

Kapil. Dave@timesofindia.com

Gandhinagar: Non-resident
Gu}amﬂs(NRﬂa)hams-wght
direct flights from Ahmed-

ahad to major destinations in
the US and Canada. The de-
mand came during chief mi-
nister Bhupendra Patel’s in-
teractions with the diaspora
on his recent visit to the US
and Canada to promote Vi-
brant Gujarat Global Summit
2027.

Gujarat povt officials said
the state has reportedly requ-
ested the ministry of civil av-
iation and other authorities
concerned to consider the de-
mand.

Ahmedabad currently has
nodirect flight toany destina-
tion in the USor Canada. Most
travellers from Gujarat use
connecting flights through
Gulf hubssuchasDubali, Abu
Dhabi and Doha. Some travel-
lers also fly via Singapore or

company owner Ankit Bajaj
said demand for direct US and
Canada flights varies across
passenger groups. “Elderly
passengers often prefer alayo-
ver, but younger travellers,
businesspersons and those
travelling for work generally
prefer direct Aights. First-ti-
me travellers to the US also
tend to prefer direct services.”

Speaking about airfare, he
said, “A one-way economy-
class fare from Ahmedabad to

Anith Patel | recH entreprenzur

1 usually travel to San Francisco and most
flights | take are via Singapore or Hong
Kong. A direct flight would save considerable time.
Layovers can range from four to 10 hours, and flight
delays often disrupt the entire journey

r

Travelling via the Middle

East means an estimated
20 hours of flying time, besides
the time spent at the
connecting airport.
A direct flight from
Ahmedabad could
reduce travel time
by around 25% 1
Ankit Bajaj |

| TRAVEL EXPERT

the US currently costs Rs
70,000-80,000.™

Alr India had operated a
direct Ahmedabad-Newark
sarvice before Covid18. In-
dustry players hope for a
change In the international
connectivity pattern with the
hub-and-spoke  operations
Just launched at Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
(SVPI) Alrport, Ahmedabad.

Delhi, Mumbai and Beng-
aluru already have direct ser-
vices to several destinations
in North America. These in-
clude New York, Newark, Chi-
cagoand San Francisco, Delhi
also has direct connections to
Torontoand Vancouver in Ca-
nada. “1 personally do not pre-
fer such a flight, but 1 am sure
most travellers would. Direct
connectivity will eliminate
the need for transfers and re-
duce the uncertainty and an-

For passengers

frequenting US and
Canada, direct flights from
Ahmedabad are a
much-needed
addition as
they will
substantially
cut travel time
Pathik Patwari |

INDUSTRIALIST

e

Xiety associated with connec-
ting fights” said Beena
Munshi, a Boston resident for
20 years.

Travel industry players
said the US and Canada are
home to a large Gujarati and
Indian diaspora. Gujarat's ex-
panding IT and technology
sectors are also creating grea-
ter demand for business tra-
vel. Virendra Shah, former
chairperson of Travel Apents
Agsociation of India (TAAT),
Gujarat, said most travellers
from the state visiting the US
and Canada travel to meet fa-
mily and friends.

“Leisure travel to these
destinations is relatively limi-
ted. There is also a sizeable
number of people travelling
for business and work, altho-
ugh this segment has declined
in recent times due to visa is-
sues,” hesaid.
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IndiGo Doha-Bengaluru flight diverted as pilot fallsill

SHEKHAR SINGH © uponlanding and is feeling bet-

THIFTENE NEWS SEHVICE

N EW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3
An IndiGo flight from Doha to
Bengahuru was diverted to
Muscat on Thursday after one
of the operating pilots £l ill
mid-air and required urgent
medical attention, forcng the
airline to arranpe another air
craft and a fresh set of crew to
complete the joumey,

Flight 6E 1302 was diverted
after the pilotincommand
(PIC) eported feeling unwell,
accomding to sounes,

The aireraft landed safelv in

Al PLANE MAKES PRECAUTIONARY LANDING

An Ar India Express flight
from Varanasito Delhi
rmade a precautionary land-
ing at Lucknow airpartan
Thursday after a simoke
detection alarm went off in

Museat, where a medical team
attended to the pilot immedi-
ately after landing, The aidine
said the pilot was feeling better

“IndiGo flight 6E 1302, oper-
ating from Doha to Bengaluni,
was diverted to Museat due to
an wrgent requirementof med-
ical attention for one of the

the aireraft's cargo haold,
soUrces said. However, pre-
liminary checks atthe Luc-
know airport found no sign
ofsmake or fire in the air-
{:raﬂ they add ed.

uperutmg Crew nEmbﬁ's
IndiGo spokesperson ‘\d.id.
The airline did not disclose
the nature of the medical con-
dition and referred to the per-
son onky 45 an “operating crew
member” inits statement.
“The said orew member was
attended to by medical team

ter now " the spokesperson sid.

As the onpinal rew was
unable to continue the service
as scheduled, IndiGo aranged
an alternate aireraft and afresh
crew to fly the passengers from
Muscat to Bengaluru,

The airline said passengers
waiting at Muscat were provid-
ed refreshments and regular
updates while amrangements
weremade forthe onward jour-
ney. “We regret the inconven-
ience caused to our customers
and are making all efforts to
minimise it,” the airline said.
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