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Why has air passenger
growth lost altitude?

BY MANJUL PALL

I May, the Adr Lndba erash in June and beavy mins inJdune-July, have slowed the couniry's alr passenger ieadfie growih
Data from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation showed domestic air passenger traffic growth slowed to 1.9-3.0%
year-on-year in Mayv- June from S0 12.0% in Jamsary- Apeil, The situation worsened in July, with traffic shrinking 2.9%
recording the finst decline since the thivd wave ofcovid in early 2022, as heavyrainfall likely thwarted tevel plims:
Whilee thie disrugrtions caused by the India-Pakistan conflict and the Al India crash
were transitory, and those caused by the strong monseon ane seasonal, experts still warmn

I nedia’s avi tion sector is navigating a mrbubent phase, Back-to-back disruptions, starting with the India-Pakistan conlict

ofthe lingering effectsof these onthe industry, Tera Lid now sees domestic air passenger Liked this
traffic growthat 4-6% in FY 26 a5 opposed 10 7-10% seen earber. Growth in Janiary-July SIay?

has, however, been decent at 6.01%, similarto the vear-aggo level, leéd by a strongshow in Share it by
Janmary-Febroary, Relentless mins may cloud the near-term outlook. Alter 5% above g:'r;:;"‘;'? the
average rain Gl in August, thismonth s seen wetter, with likely 9% above normal rain _
Alr passenger traffic has slowed down in Airport footfalls show the slowdown

recent months due to multiple disruptions turned broad-based in July

Domeste air pesengar traffic (in millionk, monthly
rmcanths in 2025, region-wise

mint Incho-Pak war restnctions and mnt
15 = Ajr Irndea crash disruptiom.

Year-on-year change (%) narport footfalts in the lollomng

corvich-19 pandesmic

Second wave of
covwid-18 pandemic

a
Jul X030 il 2075

Source: Grectode Genedal of Chvl Avistion
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Regional Trend

THE SLOWDOWN, which conanated from the noeth during the India-Pakistan conQict and the air crash. spresd
across regions by July, theairport footfall data from the Airports Authority of India (AAAD showed., Airpassenger traffic
refers o the number of people travelling onanabreralt and is rebeased by the DGCA, Adrport Footfall is the number of
pecple who entera specilic area within anairpon terminal, and the datais released by AAL Since the region-wise air
passenger data is not available, data from AAl serves as an im portant indicator to ddentify irends.

Northern India showed the weakest trend in airport footfall<a 00, 7% vear -on-year fall in May, fol lowed by a5.6%
elescBinnes A o aovd 5.8% bn July. This was the only region to see a contraction inall the three months, Tnduly, all
regioms, barring the south, recorded avear-on-vear decline inairpont footfalls.

According to Jagannaravan Padmanabshan, senior director st Crisil Intelligence, capacity cuts for safety inspections
aml temporary suspension of routes impacted possenger tmffic, Kinjal Shah, senior viee president at leramoted tha
themonsoon tends to dampen travel demand, especially for leisure and tourism.,

Air passenger traffic slowdownrisks  Risks to Recovery

post-pandemic recovery reversal s

Fedative growih in alr passenger traflic in each manth THE AIRLINE industry suffered a massive sethack during the
compared 10 2019 levels (Rebased 2009=100) covid era, with pussenger T recovering o the 2008 evelsonly
e 00 00D e QO e NP e IS in 2023, Thiswas followed by robust growth, with Jevels sing
- mmimt sbove T sharply above the pre-pandemic trend, 5 Afing analysissliowed.

pre-pandemic Therecent tumbile may now pat the 20052024 recovery at sk,
= Jevels I o] thmess, ome-olT e idents sich as the border conflict
o, = ; and the aircraft crash or seasonal trends like the monsoor, may

not cast 8 shadow over the airline industry, But the disruptions

Ho corning close tovach other, along with a gloomy everall gmowth

" atitlonk chue o the ey hitfrom the US's reciprocal tadifs, has
Belaw dlampened expectitions.

- pre-pandamic “The demand environment has tumed cantiousin FY36,”
e +  noted lera's Shah. “Trade hesdwineds eooanatimg from LS tariflls

a are further set to dampen business sentiment inthe coming

| - —— eenters, bringing more circumspection Lo travid.” Crisil soes

v T
fn Fobi Mar dpe May jun Jul Aug Sep Dot Mov Dec gdnmpestic airlines’ opersting profit down 1-19%to $30,000

Source Divectorate Gereral of Ciil Aviation, Mintcaleutations 21 (KO0 crore in FY26 from 123,500 crore kst fiscal vear.
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CBI arrests top AAI official
for embezzling Rs 232 cr

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHLI: In a signifi-
cant case of financial fraud, the
Central Burean of Investigation
(CBI) hasarrested Rahul Vijay, a
top finance manager in the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI),
for allegedly embezzling public
money worth Rs 232 crore by
taking advantage of his posi-
tion and manipulating accounts.

Vijay, who was earlier head
of the Finance and Accounts
department in Dehradun Air-
port from 2019 to 2023, is now
posted at Jaipur Airport as head
of the Finance and Accounts
department. He allegedly
diverted AAI money into his
personal accounts by creat-
ing fake records, overvaluing
assets, and making false trans-
actions, officials said.

The fraud came to light
when Chandrakanth P, one of
the senior finance managers at
AAIL detected inconsistencies
WIlﬂ:aFDing through previous
capital asset records between
2019 and 2023. Based on this

revelation, AAT initiated an
internal investigation, setting
up a dedicated committee to
investigate the inconsistencies.
The committee’s report
demonstrated a network of
dishonesty. Vijay purportedly
used his position as an autho-
rised signatory for AAT to make
unauthorised transfers from
the company’s bank accounts.
Investigations established that
he manipulated asset figures
by creating and reproducing
entries—sometimes merely add-
ing on extra zeros to base val-
ues—to inflate asset values. The
false bookkeeping allowed him
to sign approvals for huge fund
transfers to his own accounts.
CBI sources said Vijay cre-
ated multiple user IDs linked
to AAT’ official account with
the State Bank of India, help-
ing him carry out transactions
unnoticed. Initially transfer-
ring small sums to test the sys-
tem, he later funnelled larger
amounts over several months,
evading detection through
methodical deception.
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34 crore drug

smuggling
racket busted

at city airport

Somendra Sharma

MUMEAI
——

The Air Intelligence Unit of
Customs, in two separate ca-
ses, arrested two persons
from Tamil Madufor allegedly
smuggling drugs worth Hs4
crore fromabroad,

According to agency sour-
ces, Customs officers inter-
cepted Krishnamoorthy Ra-
masamy, 49, a resident of
Tamil Madu, on suspicion of
carrying contraband items
after he arrived at the
Mumbai on Monday from Ho
Chi Minh, Viemam.

Officers searched his bag-
gage and recovered packets
containing a green, dry, flo-
wering, and fruiting sub-
stance, purported to be
hydroponic weed. A total of
202 grams of hydroponic
weed, valued at Rs201 crore,
was seized.

“Ramasamy admitted to
knowledge, non-declaration,
concealment, recovery, and
seizure of the narcotic subst-
ance for a monetary consid-
eration of Rs15000" said a
Customs officer.

In another case, Customs
officers intercepted Abdul
Kadhar Bilal, also a resident
of Tamil Nadu, after he arr-
ived at Mumbal airport on
Monday from Bangkolk A
search of his baggage resulted
in the recovery of 1,932 grams
of a greenish, dry, leafy sub-
stance in lump form, pur-
ported to be hydroponic
weed, valued at Rsl.93 crore,
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Cocaine worth I56 crore smuggled from
Ethiopia seized at airport, 2 passengers held

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB), along with the
Air Intelligence Unit (AIU),
Chennai Customs, con-
ducted a joint operation at
Chennai International Air-
port, which resulted in the
seizure of 5.618 kg of co-
caine. Two Indian passen-
gers from Addis Ababa in
Ethiopia, were
apprehended.

Scanning and examina-
tion of their hand baggage
revealed compactly
packed capsules suspected

The cocaine seized from two
passengers at Chennai airport.

to be cocaine disguised as
chocolate.

In total, 5.618 kg of co-
caine worth 56 crore was
seized from the passen-

gers, K. Sadeesh Kumar,

Joint Commissioner of Cus-

toms, said.

The arrested were iden-
tified as Himanshu Shah,
25, of Bageshwar district in
Uttarakhand and Sahil At-
tri, 26, of Chamba district
in Himachal Pradesh.

In a press release, NCB
Zonal Director P. Aravind-
han said the contraband
was to be delivered to
some persons in Delhi.
Preliminary investigations
revealed that the accused
were part of a larger syndi-
cate involved in interna-
tional and inter-State traf-

ficking of cocaine with
links in Mumbai and Delhi.

Arrests in Mumbai

In a follow-up action, in-
vestigators alerted their
counterparts in Mumbai,
who picked up two more
persons, including a fo-
reign national, suspected
of being connected to the
syndicate.

It may be recalled that
in a joint operation con-
ducted on August 23, the
Customs AIU and NCB,
Chennai, seized two kg of
cocaine, worth ¥20 crore,
from a Nigerian passenger.
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HCordersGMRto
vacate farmhouse

her Delhi High Court has ordered Dielhi
TIIIII.'I'I!.'I!i-!lrI:ﬂ Adrpaort Licl (1AL and other

GMIR Group commpemies (o vacile a luxury
Farmhouse that was betng vsasd asthe alficial
residence of the company’s chairman and
managing director, Ina milingon | September,
Justice Subramonium Prasad beld Onlar
Infotech o be the rightiul owner of Poshpanjali
Farms in Dvdhi's Hijwasan area, which it
prarcheised in May 2024 for (115 crore

Ther court fisundd that the lease GMER Group
had redied on was unregistered and therefore
invalid urder Low, reducing the companies'
sstattuis to thint ofmoath-to- moot b e s,

The dispute comeerns ad. Bl-nereestate witha
SO0 st hoaase, lavwns and an oathowse, In
April 2020, 245 acres, including the main
humse, were leased to DAL and otherGMR
onfiticsata rentofl $359.6 lakh permonth, later
revisedd to 4500 lkh, ERISHMA YADAY
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MHA names designated immigration
posts at airports, seaports, railports

Announcement was made through gazette notification

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: The Union
Home Ministry has named 37
airports, 34 sea and river ports
and 37 international land cross-
ing points as the designated
immigration posts for entry and
exit of international passengers.

The home ministry also
named six railway stations -
all located along the India-Pak-
istan and India-Bangladesh
borders -- as the designated
immigration posts for entry and
exil of international passengers.

The announcement was
made by the home ministry
through a garelle notification
after The Immigration and For-
eigniers Order, 2025, was noti-
fied on September L.

The atrports with desig-
nated immigration posts are
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Amrit-
sar, Varanas, Bagdogra, Banga-
lore, Bhubaneswar, Raja Bhoj
International Airport, Bhopal,
Calicut {Kerala), Chandigarh,
Chennat, Cochin, Coimbalore,
Dabolim (Goa), Delhi, Gaya
I:BUnar},Guwahaii,H}'dcrabad,

Closer Look

# Home rrirnsin' also named 6 mllwy stations - all
located along the India-Pokistan and India-Bangladesh
borders - as the designated immigration posts for entry
and exit of international passengers

» The other airports are Kannur (Kerala], Madurai [TH),
Mangalore, Mumbai, Manchar Internatienal Alrport,
Mopa (Goa), Nagpur, Patna, Port Blair, Pune, Srincgar,
Surat, Trichy (TH), Thiruvananthapuram, Tirupati, Vi-
sakhapatnom, and Vijayawada [Andhra Pradesh)

Indore (Madhya Pradesh), Jai-
pur, Kolkata.

The other airports are Kan-
nur (Kerala), Madurai (Tamil
MNadu), Mangalore, Mumbai,
Manohar International Air-
port, Mopa (Goa), Nagpur,
Patna, Port Blair, Pune, Sri-
nagar, Surat, Trichy (Tamil
MNadu), Thiruvananthapuram,
Tirupati, Visakhapatnam, and
Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh).

The SE‘BPUIL‘i are Alang
(Gujarat) 4 and Minicoy
IS]E!.:I.d. [La.k&adw&ep}. Bedi
Bunder (Jamnagar, Gujarat),
Bhavnagar (Gujarat), Calicut
(Kerala), Chennai, Cochin,
Cuddalore (Chennai), Dhamra

{Ondisha), Kakinada ( Andhra
Pradesh), Kolkata, Kandla
{Gujarat), Krishnapatnam
M.mihm Pradesh).

The other seaports are Kat-
tupalli {Tamil Nadu), Karim-
ganj (Assam ), Kamarajar {Tamil
Nadu), Kollam (Kerala), Man-
dvi { Gujarat}, Moermagoa Har-
bour (Goal, Mundra [Gujarat),
Mumbai, New Mangalore, Nag-
apattinim (Tamil Nadu), Nhava
Sheva (Maharashtra), Paradeep
{Odisha), Porbander, Port Blair,
Silghat ({Assam), Tuticorin
{ Tamnil Nadu), Visakhapatnam,
Vallarpadam, Vizhinjam (both
Kerala), Dhubri, and Pandu
(both Assam).
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Serving 43 destinations, IndiGo is
India’s No 1 international airline

|
Rohit Waid
Hewaw Dl

IndiGo has become India's
largest international carrier
by the number of destins-
tions served, with operations
now spanning 43 overseas
cities.

According  to  indnstry
data, this makes IndiGo the
Indian sirline with the broad-
est global footprint, surpass-
ing Air India (standalone},

ich currently serves 42 in-
ternational destinations.

AIGROUP AHEAD
However, IndiGo & behind
the Air India Group (Air In-
dia snd Air Indiz Express),
which operates to over 50
destinations.

On a standalone basis, Air
India, which earlier held the
top spot, has dropped to the
second place after a self-im
posed “safery panse” and the
cancellation of some flights.

To further strengthen its

- s

= a TE™
[P A

e

o s A

FLIGHT PLAN. International operations account for 30% of
IndiGo's capacity. The airfine plans to raise this to 40% by FY30,
with significant fleet additions o v s

overseas network, IndiGo is
expected to add new destina-
tions, including London,
Co n and Siem Reap,
'h\ﬁf:l\"l:iemd. :

IndiGo began its overseas
journey on ber 1,
2011, with the Delhi-Dubai
route, and within months it
added Banghok, Singapore,
Muscat and Kathmandu,

Since then, IndiGao has ex-
panded its presence across
South, South-East and West
Asia  before foraying into
newer geographies. A major
milestone came in 2019 with
direct flights to Istanbul, its
first  major  European
Fateway.

Currently, international
operetions  sccount  for
around 30 per cent of Indi-
Go's total capacity. The air-
line has set a target of raising
this to 40 per cent by FY30,

orted by significant Aeet
additions.

FLEET EXPANSION

The airline expects to receive
more  Boeing  787s  from
Norse Atlantic. It iz albso
slated to get the first Airbus
A321XLE aircraft. These ad-
ditions will extend its reach,
while the induction of Airbus
A350widebodies in 2027 will
allow it to operate on ultra-
long-haul routes,
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India readying sustainable aviation fuel policy: Minister Ram Mohan Naidu

nnhlt Vaid
Hew Delhi

India is framing a compre-
hensive policy to promote
production and utilisation of
sustainable sviatiom fuel
(SAF), Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Ram Mohan
Maidu told businessline.

In technical parlance, SAF
refers to renewable or waste-
dertved avistion fuel that ad-
heres to sustainability cri-
teria.

Maidu emphasised that In-
dia holds a natural advantage
" inthis ent.

“The first advantage is our
grography, which allows us
to become an exporter, and
the second is massve
availability of feedstock,”

Naidu said. At present, India
has over 750 million tonnes
of available biomass and
nearly 230 mt of surplus agri-
cultural residue.

“India has the capacity to
become & giutla] leader in
SAF production,” the Minis-
ter asserted, adding that SAF
production is projected to
excoed  domestic demand,
thereby  positioning  the
COuntTy as i MEj0T CXPOTter.

Notebly, the industry, he
said, has the potential to gen-
erate “i to 1.4 million jobs
across the SAF value chain,

Besides, the Minister
pointed out that SAF would
also reduce India’s crude oil
import bill by 85 million, to
57 million annuoally, while
simultaneoushy ting
farmers’ income by 10-15 per

SAF will reduce crude
oil import bill by $3

million to %7 million

annually, while
boosting farmers’
income by 10-157%

K RAM MOHAN MAIDU
Uindon Ciwil Aviation Mmister

cent through the utilisation
of agricultural residue.

COST ADVANTAGE

According to him, India’s
cost advantage in skilled la-
bour and mamifacturing will
ensure that SAF is produced
ot a far more competitive

rate compared to any other
regionin the world.

“SAF is more expensive
than regular jet fuel, so
higher volumes are required
to bring down costs,” he said.

Presently, industry estim-
ates that SAF price is two to
six times higher than tradi-

tional jet fucl. However, the
Minister pointed out that
there is strong demand in In-
din due to the growth of the
civil aviation sector, while
the country’s robust refining
capahilities further
strengthen its positicn in the
global SAF market.

Currently, India"s refining
capacity enables it to export
50 per cent of its aviation
turbine  fuel  (ATF)
production.

Furthermore, SAF is ex-

cted to play a critical role
in meeting the country's own
jet fuel requirements.

It is estimated that ATF
consumption will reach 15
mit-16mt by 2030, and nearly
double to over 30mt by 2040,

Additionally, the national
SAF policy framework would

further get benefitted by the
feasibility study completed
by the Centre and the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
panization EL)CAD].
Morcover, plays a
pivotal role in the Carbon
Offsetting  and  Reduction
Scheme  for  Internmational
Avistion (CORSIA) being
implemented  in three
phases, with participation
voluntary, between 2021 and
2026,

VOLUNTARY PHASES
India has chosen not vo parti-
cipate in the wvoluntary
phases. However, offsetting
requirements mnder COR-
S1A for Indian carriers will
begin in 2027,

Accordingly, the Centre
plans to implement the

scheme with indicative tar-
ﬁﬂs of o one per cent SAF

lend in ATF starting in
2027, and incTeasing it to two
per cent in 2028, eventually
reaching five per cent by
2030,

Recently, Indian il Cor-
poration received certifica-
tion to produce SAF at its
Panipat refinery.

This certification, a pre-
requisite  for  commercial
SAF production, marks a sig-
nificant step forward in In-
dia's ahility to , CET-
tify and distribute SAF at
scale.

An industry insider said
that absence of supporting
mfrastructure  and  ecosys-
tem adds to the cost burden
for SAF production which is
amajor challenge.
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KLM launches flights from
Hyderabad to Amsterdam

e
B

Hyderabad: KLM Royal Dutch
Airlines commenced its direct
sarvice on September 3
between Hyderabad and
Amsterdam Schiphal Airport.
With existing services from
Bengaluru, Delhi and Mumbai,
Hyderabad becomes the fourth
gateway from India. o sueca
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Diwali airfares shoot up 52% amzd supply squeeze, weaker rupee

DEEPAK PATEL
Hew Dethi 3 September

Average economy airfares on mafor
routes across the conntry for Diwali
week have risen by as much as 52 per
cent from last vear, drivenby a weaker
rupes and shrinking network capacity
amid aircraft shortages,

Acoording to Ixigo data, economy-
class fares on the Mumbal-Pama route
for the Diwali week trave] this year
(Ocrober 19-25) are averaging about
T14,540, compared with ¥0,584 last year
—a52 per cent ncrease. Bengalumi-
Lucknow fares are at around 9,894,
against T6.720 a year 220, an increase of
47 per cent. These fares are for dokets
purchased 50-60 days inadvance. Diwali
fell on October 31 in2024; thisyearit
world be on October 20,

Ixipo Group CEO Aloke Bajpal sakd:
"This festival season, advance airfares

for major metros are up 20—23 per cent
froam last vear, driven by strong demand.
Travellers are booking earlier, with
Ocrober reservations already more than
double last vear's levels in Delhi,
Mumbal, Bengaluru, and Chennai.”
This Diwali, fewer {lights will take to

b ~ T

>

" Soari ng hlgh Awerage one-way fare during Diwali week (T}

Routes Dct30- Oct™- Y-o-Y | Routes Dct30- Ot 19- Y0¥
MNow5, Odct2s, inCrease Nov5, Oct2s, inrease
2024 plirly {in %) 2024 20325 (in %)
Mumbai-Patna 9584 14550 S/ | Mumbai-Hydermbad 5047 S5ER S
Bengalum-i_udmm'vt 6720 9899 47NN | Ahmedabad-Delhi 6216 e 1l
Mumbai-Kolkata 6974 10264 47THEEEE | Mumbai-Chennai 5614 6063 21
Mumbai-Lucknow 68681 337 TN Delhi-Bengaluru BEOS 9284 71
Diedhi-Kolkata 5813 TR0 3 Mumbai-Goa 4083 4186 41
Delhi-Pune 8050 737 A Mumbai-Bengalur 4787 49310 31
Mot [A] This fare data s for tickets purchazed 50-80 days in advance;
{B) Divvall Last year was on Oct 31; this year, the festival ison Oct 30, Source: xigo
the skies thamn last year. Aviation analytics Alr India, the main alrline to scale According to Clrinm, IndiGo —

firm Cirdum estimates Indian carriers will
operate 22,700 domestic flights per week
In Ociober 2025, down from 23,437 a vear
ago—a 31 percent decline. That
compares with a 13.5 per cent year-on-
vear increase in October 2004,

back services, Is undernaking a 5400
million retrofit programme acToss 26
Boeing 787-8<, 13 Boeing 777-300ERs,
and 27 Airbus A30neos — a project that
has constrained capacity and led to
FoLITE CUts,

India’s largest carrier — is scheduled o
rin 13,628 domestic flights per week in
October 2025, only 1.4 per cent more

than a vearearlier.

Ameya Joshi, aviation researcher
and founder of the blog Network

Thoughts, said fares on some routes
during Diwall week were significantly
higher than last year, reflecting the
demand-supply gap. Even within the
weelk, fares vary by day. "The fare for
Diwall day and the day before Is quite
high, but prices are comparatively low
on the other days that week,” he said.
He pointed out that traffic ks ofien
unidirectional. prompting airlines

to recover the cost of both legs

during peak periods, which further
pushes fares up.

"Airlines are also under pressune
from aweaker rupee and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices, which remain
at last year's levels. Since a large share
of alrline costs are dollar-denominated,
any sirenpthening of the dollar
pushes expenses up. On high-demand
days, higher fares help recover these
costs, though this comes at the expense
of passengsars.” Tumn to Page B

Diwali airfares shoot up 52%

Indian carriers are particu-
larly vulnerable to high ATF
prices, which make up 30-45
per cent of their operating
costs — well above the global
average due to steep state
axes. With aircraft leasesand
maintenance also dollar-
denominated, any rise in the
dollar further drives up

EXPENSES,

The Indian mpee fell toa
record low of 88 against the
Us dollaron Friday amid con-
cerns that punitive US tariffs
could slow growth and weizh
on portfolio inflows. The cur-
rency had stood at 88.04 on
Wednesday, compared with
83095 ayear earlier.
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DGCA drafts guidelines for fatigue risk
management system implementation

PRESS TRUST OF INDILA
Murmbai, 3 Septembser

Aviation safety watchdog Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has come out with deafi
guidelines for a fatisue risk man-

portoperations’, the regulator said
the circular provides detailed gui-
dance on FRMS approval pro-
CEsEEg, Implementation
requirements, amd oversight
mechanisms to enhance flight
safety through scientific, data-

agement system for airlines, with  driven  fatigue management
the proposed framework approaches  that
set to complement the THE REGULATOR complement exist-
existing flight duty time  yas sQUGHT Ing prescriptive
limitation norms. FDTL regulations.
Amid concems in gﬂﬁgﬁg:ﬁgg‘u FRMS  should
various quarters about THE PROPOSED have maximum
fatipue among airline GUIDELINES UNTIL flight time, fight

crew, the DGCA has

duty period, and

already put in place
revised flight duty time
limitation (FDTL) norms for pllots,
whichare being implementedina
phased manner.

In the draft advisornyon ‘fatione
risk management system (FRMS)
implementation for flight crew
members in scheduled air trans-

SEPTEMBER 15

duty period limits
based on scientific
principles. mininmum rest require-
ments that ensure adequate
recovery opportunities and per-
formance monitoring systems to
track safety oufcomes, among
other elements, DGCAsaid.
Pilots aware of the develop-

ment on Wednesday old PTT that
the regulator has sought com-
ments from stakeholders, includ-
ing airlines and pilot associations,
on the proposed guidelines dll
September 15,

Aidines will have the option to
either have the prescriptive FDTL
regulations or implement FEMS
orhave a hybrid approach utilising
both, as per DGCA. FRMS will be
implementedby airlines, and they
canmodifythe system, depending
on their requirements, with DGCA
approval.

Among others, DGCA has pro-
posad grandfathering and transi-
tion provisions with respect to
FRMS implementation. These
Include a phased implementation
approach foroperators, transition-
Ing from prescriptive regulations
and a grace period for compliance
with new requirements {12 months
from circular effective date).
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Tax on Drones Cut;
Premium Airfares
will Gain Altitude

TeamET

The GBT Council's latest rate declsions an-
nounced late Wednesday have reduced the pro
ducer tax incidence on the makers of drones and
flight simulators.

GST on unmanned atreraft has been cut to 5%
froir 38% /18%, a sharp reduction thal lowers o6
try costs for operators deploving drones in logis-
thes, apriculture and mapping.

Flight and target motion simulators — critieal

for pilot training — have been ex-

s emypted from IGST, elashing the
Mon-economy  OULED on new tralning equip-
tickets, ment forairlines and academies,
previously "The reformes have beon car
taned at 12%, ried out with a focus on the com-
willl nowr mon man. Every tax levied on
attract 18% common man's daily-use items
GST, likely have gone through a rigorous fit-
increasing ting into and in most cases, the
airfare rates have come down drastical-

Iy" Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman sald at the press conlerence late
Wednesday, explaining the broader themuatic
thrust of the tax rationalisation. However, passen-
gers in the front of the aircraft cabin will feel the
pinch. Mon-economy class tickets, until now taxed
at 12%., will now dimaw IB% GST, a hike airlines are
expected to pass through in fares, Premium cabins
may account for barely 8-10% of seats, but they
contribiite a disproportbonate shave of pove

nue, giving carriers little incentive
to absorb the addi- = tion-
al bewy

The twin-track de- W

vision signals the -: I“'I
councils intent of en- 'h“*

coursging  inmvestment
in emerglng aviation tech-
nologies and training infras-
tructure, while tightening the
tax net on discre-
tionary,
Tuxury
flying.
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Flyers without mobility

issues

can pay for wheelchair: DGCA

Proposal aims to curb misuse of wheelchairs, and is part of draft norms released by the authority;

the Bombay HC had ordered a committee to examine the issue of wheelchair shortage at airports

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Directorate Gen-
Tera] of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) has

proposed that airlines off-
er paid assistance to pas-
sengers without mobility
issues or disabilities to
curb the alleged misuse of
wheelchairs. It suggests
documentation to verify
any physical or mental
challenges for free assis-
tance to those with disabil-
ities or restricted mobility:.

Airports too will have to
ensure that car drop-off
points at airport entrances
are earmarked for air tra-
vellers with special needs,
and that these remain un-
obstructed and available
for use, the DGCA sug-
gests. Airports may be re-
quired to provide staff at
these points to provide as-
sistance and coordinate
with airlines.

These proposals are
part of revised draft rules
for ferrying air travellers
with disabilities and re-
duced mobility floated by
the aviation safety regula-
tor for stakeholder com-
ments till September 19.
The revised norms have
been made public ahead of
a Bombay High Court
hearing on September 25

entrances are earmarked for travellers with special needs. 1sTock

after the court appointed a
committee in April, head-
ed by Justice Goda Raghu-
ram, former judge of the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court, to study the matter
of wheelchair availability
and challenges faced by se-
nior citizens and those
with special needs, em-
phasising that access to
adequate facilities was “a
fundamental human
right” for such persons.

New proposal

Clause 4.1.37 in the draft
Civil Aviation Require-
ments (CAR) says, “Airline
may levy appropriate as-

sistance fee from passen-
gers other than persons
with disability (Divyang-
jan) and persons with re-
duced mobility who opt to
use these services.” Inter-
national airlines such as
Singapore Airlines offer
“meet and assist services”
which include support
during boarding, disem-
barkation, or flight transf-
ers for elderly and non-En-
glish speaking passengers
or those with sensory im-
pairment or cognitive dis-
abilities as well as help
with navigation at large
and unfamiliar airports
when travellers may not

necessarily
wheelchairs.

The move aims to curb
misuse of wheelchairs so
that the limited inventory
with airlines and airports
can be made available to
those with a genuine need,
which is reported by air-
lines largely on interna-
tional flights though there
are plenty of instances of
wheelchair denial on dom-
estic flights as well.

“There needs to be an
effort to address infras-
tructure challenges that in-
clude lack of kerbside as-
sistance and ambulifts
resulting in wheelchair-
borne passengers being
carried down a step ladder
in a manner that is not on-
ly humiliating and uncom-
fortable but also unsafe.
Moreover, not all senior ci-
tizens may require or de-
sire a wheelchair, for
whom golf carts or buggies
must be provided,” says
Vaishnavi Jayakumar,
member, Disability Rights
Alliance.

“Just like the highly dis-
criminatory fit-to-fly addi-
tion in the last CAR revi-
sion, it is ominous that the
latest provision appears in
a disability-focussed docu-
ment rather than an ove-
rarching passenger facilita-
tion protocol,” she said.

require
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DGCA releases fatigue
risk mgmt framework

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday released a draft
framework on Fatigue Risk Man-
agement System (FRMS) for air-
lines, a model that has long been
viewed as a scientific way to man-
age fatigue among flight crew.
The draft ‘Operations Circular’
clarifies that FRMS will not be
mandatory. Airlines may con-
tinue under existing duty-hour
and rest rules, or opt for FRMS as
an alternative if they can demon-
strate through data and monitor-
ing that safety is maintained.

The regulator stressed that
responsibility will be shared.
Pilots and cabin crew will be
expected to monitor their own
rest, keep sleep logs and report
fatigue, while operators must
encourage reporting without
penalising staff and design ros-
ters that reflect fatigue data. The
systern’s success, the draft notes,
depends on genuine cooperation
between airlines and their crew.

The proposal comes amid
growing global concern over
fatigue as a flight-safety risk. In
India, the issue has drawn atten-
tion in recent years, with reports
of extended duty hours and inad-
equate rest.
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Why has IndiGo damp leased

from Turkish Airlines?

Why did the Directorate General of Civil Aviation direct IndiGo to end the partnership with Turkish Airlines?

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
ndiGo received a third extension
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to lease two
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft and crew
from Turkish Airlines, after previously
facing a directive to end the partnership
amid heightened anti-Turkey sentiment
related to its support for Pakistan during
border tensions with India. The move
comes as a sizeable number of IndiGo’s
aircraft remain grounded even as the
global industry faces a shortage of planes.

What does the latest DGCA order say?
The DGCA has given IndiGo a third
extension to lease aircraft and crew (also
known as damp leasing) from Turkish
Airlines, reversing its earlier ultimatum to
end the partnership. The original request
was for a period of three months from
December 1, 2024 to February 28, 2025.

In May, the DGCA said it was granting a
“one-time, final extension” for three
months upto August 31, 2025 to avoid
passenger inconvenience due to flight
disruptions when IndiGo’s damp lease
permission was due for a review. The
DGCA’s rules allow airlines to wet or
damp lease foreign registered aircraft for
a period of 12 months that is extendable
once by further six months.

IndiGo started using the B777 aircraft
to provide connectivity from Delhi and
Mumbai to Istanbul in February and May
of 2023. “This extension comes at a
crucial time and will help mitigate losses
to Indian aviation due to geopolitical
restrictions, and greatly benefit Indian
travellers during the peak travel season by
ensuring a seamless, direct connection to
Istanbul and points beyond,” IndiGo said
in a statement.

Why are leases important for IndiGo?
The damp leasing of B777 from Turkish

Airlines is not the only tie up where
IndiGo has loaned aircraft along with its
crew from foreign entities. As on June 30,
2025, of the total 416 aircraft in its fleet,
IndiGo has six Boeing 737s from Qatar
Airways, two A320ceos from Latvian
entity Smartlynx and one B787 from
Norwegian carrier Norse Atlantic. The
DGCA has also approved Spice]et’s plan to
wet lease five Boeing 737 aircraft from
Turkish carrier, Corendon Airlines.

Wet and dry (aircraft sans crew) leases
are increasingly being adopted by airlines
in order to overcome the shortage of new
aircraft globally that has grown acute
since the pandemic because of supply
chain challenges. Airlines worldwide,
including IndiGo, are also being forced to
retain and sometimes revamp old and less
fuel-efficient aircraft to overcome the
shortage. According to the International
Air Transport Association (IATA), aircraft
deliveries are currently running 30%
below their previous peak levels, leading

to a record-high backlog of 17,000
aircraft. Based on IATA’s analysis, if this
backlog increase is attributed solely to
delivery delays, airlines are effectively
short by 5,400 aircraft, representing
approximately 18% of the active global
fleet. With annual production anticipated
to remain around 2,000 aircraft per year,
IATA projects that it could take between
three and five years for the industry to
resolve this shortfall.

In IndiGo’s case, which is the country’s
largest airline by fleet as well as by market
share of 65%, the shortage is made more
severe by the grounding of 60-70 aircraft
due to Pratt and Whitney related engine
issues.

How has the industry responded?
“From a business standpoint, restricting
cooperation with Turkish Airlines would
be counterproductive. Indian airlines
beneht from code-shares and
partnerships that expand their global
reach, and passengers gain from greater
connectivity and competitive fares.
Aviation should remain a driver of growth
and opportunity, while political
differences should be managed through
diplomacy, not by limiting the
commercial potential of our airlines and
travellers. If India wants its carriers to
compete globally, it must enable access,
not restrict it,” says Alok Anand, founder
of aviation assets management company
Acumen Aviation.
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The DGCA has given IndiGo a
third extension to lease aircraft
and crew (also known as damp
leasing) from Turkish Airlines,
reversing its earlier ultimatum
to end the partnership.
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IndiGo started using the BT77
aircraft to provide connectivity
from Delhi and Mumbai to

Istanbul in February and May
of 2023.
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Wet and dry (aircraft sans
crew) leases are increasingly
being adopted by airlines in
order to overcome the
shortage of new aircraft
globally that has grown acute
since the pandemic because of
supply chain challenges.
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India suggests standardised credit score
evaluation system for airlines to ICAO

PRESS TRUST OF MDA
B e D

india has mooted the idea
af develaping a standard
imed creditworthiness eval
uation system for airines
that will also entadl tiered
risk-hased terms dor pay
ments to be made tooair
ot

A working paper for
having a standardised
Airling Health Score |&AHS)
framewmrk 1o assess the
fimancial, operational and
zafety performance of air
linses was recently suhroie
ied to the Intermational
Civil Aviakion Drgandsacion
[ICAD| ahead of ks 43nd
General Assembly sched
uled to begin from
September 23

Fiiching for AHS, india
said a sigraficant riicn
of revenue at most airports,
particudarly im developing

rountries, oEmes from aemo
nautical charges that ane
often collected on a posts
service (oredity basis.
While airlines mury
enjoy stahle financials and
tmesly paymenis, smaller ar
financially distressed carm-
ers often accumudate duss,
EXpOEing ainport cperatom
o substantial financial risks.
The absence of a globally
accepted mechanism to
amsess the fimancial refiabil-
ity of aifline costomers
hampers proactive risk
management by aimports,
the working paper said.
India = one af the wardd's
fastest-growing civil avia
tiom markets, annually han
diing mare than 150 million
domestic passengers.
“Despite this growth,
there is no unified, ranspar
ent mechanism to assess
the owerall health of airline
oDperators — @ gap thak
affects regulat over-
sight, imvestor condidence,
and passenger st
“India, like mamy other
states, has abserved
Increasing delays in pay
ments by airline opera
\bors. Despibe contractusl
safeguardy, the reliance
on credit has grown in
both domestic and interms
tional operations.” it said,
adding that sirports are
forced to manage high
receivables and deploy
manual or ad hoc credit

control measures.
Actording to the warking
paper, ICAD can look at
devedoping the standard
ised AHS framework hased
an various metrics, includ
ing ocn-fime performance,
cancellatons, Beet ape and
revenue per available seat
ialpmestre.

Wehile noting that the
framewmrk should be datn
driven, scalahle and mrans
parent, india prged |CAD to

nive the need for a
standardised creditworthi
nexs pualoation system for
girlines, and to begin a
iormal study with cantrite
s from IATA, ACL Staies,
and relesant Anancial imsti
natioma. “ICAD may consid
er forming a warking group
wiith staces, IATA, ACL armd
academic partners o refine
the methodalogy,” ir said.

While the nternational
Air Transpart Association
[IATA) represents arlines,
Alrparis Council
Imternational (ACI] is a
grouping of ainparts.

s pet the warking paper,
it standardised oreditwor
thines s credit score system
wouald allow for tiered risk
hased payment terms, such
s pre-payment for Sow
rated carmers and exgendsd
credit for high-rated carri
er, as well ax better nego
tatien and contraci
management by almpart
aperabors.
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Nagpur-Kolkata
flight cancelled
after bird strike

Nagpur: A Nagpur-Kolkata
IndiGo flight with 166 pas-
sengers, including former
BJP MLA Sudhakar Kolhe
and Congress functionary
Nitin Kumbhalkar, on board
was cancelled after it enco-
untered a bird strike shortly
after take-off Tuesday The
bird-hit left a big dent on the
nose of the A32(meo aircraft
and also damaged the weat-
her radar. It was subsequent-
ly grounded for repairs.

"IndiGo flight 6E812 ope-
rating from Nagpur to Kolka-
ta encountered a bird strike
soon after take-off on Tues-
day. As a precautionary step,
pilots decided to turn back,
and the flight landed safely at
Nagpur airport. Due to requ-
irement of necessary inspec-
tion and maintenance of the
aircraft, the flight was can-
celled for the day. To minimi-
se inconvenience to custo-
mers, we made alternate ar-
rangements, and/or a full re-
fund on cancellation. if opted
for," theairline said.
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Nagpur-Kol flight cancelled
due to bird-hit after take-off

Shishir.Arya@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: A Nagpur-Kolkata IndiGo
flight with 166 passengers, including
former BJP MLA Sudhakar Kolhe and
Congress functionary Nitin Kumbhal-
kar, on board was cancelled after it en-
countered a bird strike shortly after ta-
ke-off Tuesday morning. The bird-hit
lefta bigdenton thenose of the A320neo
aircraft and damaged the weather ra-
dar. It was later grounded for repairs.

“IndiGo flight 6E812 operating from
Nagpur to Kolkata encountered a bird
strike soon after take-off. As a precau-
tionary step, pilots decided to turn
back, and the flight landed safely at
Nagpur airport. Due to the require-
ment of necessary inspection and ma-
intenance, the flight was cancelled for
the day To minimise inconvenience to
customers, we offered them refresh-
ments, made alternate arrangements,
and/or a full refund on cancellation, if
opted for,” the airline said.

The aircraft took off at 7.0lam from
Nagpur's Babasaheb Ambedkar Inter-
national Airport and climbed to a he-
ight of 6,800ft when the captain contac-
ted ATC and reported a suspected bird

It left a dent on nose of the A320neo aircraft

strike and vibrations in the airframe.
Atthetime, the aircraft was about 75km
away from Nagpur airport. The plane
returned tothe airport at 7.29am.

After the aircraft touched down,
engineers inspected it and found a ma-
jor dent on the nose, indicating a kite
might have hit the plane. Later, the car-
cass of a large bird was found on the
runway. However, it could not be confir-
med if it was the same bird that might
have hit the plane. Bird watchers deplo-
ved at the airport had spotted four to fi-
ve kites in the direction of Sonegaon la-
ke, around 400 metresfrom the airport’s
boundary, earlier in the morning,.

Passengers praised the pilot’s quick
thinking. “We realised the pilot’s call
was right,” said Shekhar Bhovar.
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Bird strike, fire
warning disrupt
IndiGo, Al flights

KEW INCL I, SEPTESM NN 2
An InadiCGoflight from Nagpur
to Koluts ws forced tometum
ghortlly alter tukeoff on Tles-
chary frdkomdngg @ bt strtkoe, T
clals confemed the disnaption.
Flight GE31I had departed
from Nagpur in the moming.
Soon afler tube-off, the paloks
mepoited o bard  stnloe amd
decided 0 tirm the alreraft
Tack s 4 precaution. The fishi
Luricled] safely atthe Nagpor e
|'nr|.1.1.'|1:|'h'|||I! furtherincident
The sireraft was immedisiedy
Laskoesny ot of semvioe formusnids
oy checkes and mnntenanoe
leacing to the carmadlation of
the 8ight for the doy,
Meanwhile, sn Air Indis
iyt Errn Dhelhd to Incore was
Forrsed toreturn (o Ui notional
capital shorthyafter mie-offon
Angust 31 after the codopit
rew received a fire ndieation
o o the engines. Flight Al
2013, operating on the Delhi-
Indore route, reporfed the
wuming for s right enpgine
goon after departuse, officalk
saul, —THS
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