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Air freight rises 167 in June, Delhi tops
with 1 lakh tonnes for thn‘d straight month

TE Il.ll Simhan
Channai

Adrports handled a record
364 lakh tonmes of freight
during June 2026, register-
ing a 16 per cent year-on-
vear Increase over 3.15 It in
the same month Inst year,
driven by robust growth in
international cargo, acoord-

ing to Airports Authority of

Incha dara.

International freight re-
maikned the principal growth
driver, accounting for 2.31 Tt
in June, or nearty 64 per cent
of the country's total aie
cargo throughput.

International carpo  ex-
panded 19 per cent year-on-
year, significantly outpacin
the domestic frg::;ht grpijcth‘E
reflecting sustained strength
in India's export-import
trade,

Adrports handled 132 It
(121 It) of domestic freight
during the month, up 9 per
cent, according tothe data.

DELHI MOMINATES

Delhi comtinued to dominate

India's air cargo landscape.
It was the third consecur-

ive month that the national

capital's airport  handled
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more than ong lakh ronnes of
cargo. Mumbal retained the
secand position; followed by

Bengalury, Chennal  and
Kilkata, savs the dato.
Bengalury further

widened its lead over Chen-
nai, with the gap in monthly
freight volumes Increasing
o more than 12,200 tonnes.
Benpaluru’s  growth  was
driven by stronger perform-
ance in both international
and domestic cargo, cement-
ing the city’s position s the
leading air cargo hub in
southern Indii

) Krishoan of 5 Magesa
Iyer Logistics LLP, noted
that the temporary easing of
rensions in West Asin and
continued svoidance of the
Suer  route by merchant
sh| saw this increase in
drr?lﬂ:fﬁwilir cargo.

Depleted inventories
opening of the perishable
markets in the West and in

creased frequencies have all
contributed o this surge.
On Bengaluru's increasing
dominance in south, Krish-
nan observed that it has fol-
lowed a pobugt palicy to sus-
tain and improve beth the
infrastructure and processes
keeping the customer in-
terest paramount.
ThrP::ultﬁ of its leader-

ship 8 a  matural
COMSEUEnCe.
Q1 GROWTH
During the first quarter of

FY¥27 (AprlJunc), India's
pirports handled 1080 It of
freight, an increase of 12 per
cent over 9,61 It in the cor-
responding  period of the
previous fiscal, This is des-
pite the West Asia crisis that
started around March.
International cargo con

Mumbai retained

the second

Eubmun. followed
Bengaluru,

Chennai and

Kolkata, says

the data.

tinwed o outperform do
mestc frelght during the
quarter. International cargo
vidumes increased 14 per
cent to 6,78 It while do-
PesTic cango grew 9 per cent
to 3.97 li, according to the
dota, As cargo vilumes con-
tinue o grow, the focus
must now shift towards ex-
Fuu!lm-: terminal capacity,

mproving  landside  con-
nectiviry, simplifving regu-
latory procedures, and at-
tracting  more  freighter
operations, CK Govil, CMD
of the Delhi-based Activair
Airfreight India P Lid,
said,

These measures will en-
able Delhd 1o consolidate its
leadership and support In-
dia's ambition of becoming
a global logistics and manu-
facturing hub, he added.
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DTCbuses to boost Noida airport connectivity

6 weeks since commercial operations’ launch, 2,700 passengers use Jewar facility daily; 50L in first year the target

S LALITHA & Mew Delhi

TO boost footfall at the Noida
International Airport (NIA) in
Jewar, a comprehensive ground
transportation network has
been put in place to ensure
seamless connectivity for pas-
sengers. A key proposal under
consideration is the operation
of Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion (DTC) buses from different
parts of Delhi to the airport. a
move expected to significantly
improve accessibility

It has been a little over six
weeks since commercial opera-
tions began at NIA. At the
launch of the first flight on.June
15, airport authorities had ex-
pressed confidence that the air-
port would handle 50 lakh pas-
sengers in its first vear However;
passenger traffic has remained
below expectations, averaging
around 2,700 passengers a day, it
is learnt. The Alirports Author-
ity of India i=s vet to release the
official traffic data.

An airport source told this

't’“' . UPbuslinks:
NELWOIK- | )pSETC connects
24x7 taxi airport with
SEIVICES,  maior P cities
including

electric

newspaper that during . July, the
first full month of operations,
the airport recorded an average
of 17 departures and 17 arrivals
daily. Flights currently connect

Noida with Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Luc-
know, Bhopal, Jaipur, Amritsar,
Jammu, Srinagar, Uttara-
khand, Jodhpur, Dharamshala,
Kishangarh and Bareilly

TRAVEL EASE

APP CABS: UBER, OLA, RAPIDO
AND MAKEMYTRIP AVAILABLE

Electric buses: Atal
Seva AC buses link

Noida City Centre
DTC proposal:
Haryana Delhi buses
(NI planned, pending
operate from government
Faridabad & approval

Palwal

“MI1A is enhancing passenger
convenience through a compre-
hensive and integprated ground
transportation network, ensur-
ing seamless connectivity
across the NCR and neighbour-
ing states,” the source said.

Government-run bus servic-
es5 have also been integrated

with the airport. An official
said the Uttar Pradesh State

Road Transport Corporation
currently operates direct serv-
ices connecting NIA with No-
ida, Greater Noida, Ghaziabad,
Agra, Mathura, Vrindavan,
Meerut. Aligarh, Bulandshahr,
Farrukhabad, Firoesabad, Garh-
mukteshwar, Hathras, Khurja,
Moradabad and Shikohabad.
Harvana Roadways operates
services connecting the atrport
with Faridabad and Palwal.
“There are also plans to intro-
duce direct connectivity with
Gurugram, Kurukshetra, Chan-
digarh, Hisar, Narnaul, Panipat
and Ambala in the coming
weelks, depending on passenger
demand.” the official said.
Passengers can also travel
between NLA and the UPSRTC
Sector 35 (Morna) Bus Depot in
western Uttar Pradesh and the
Noida City Centre bus stand
through the dedicated Atal
Seva AC electric bus service. In
addition, passengers can book
premium intercity bus services
directly from the airport
through its partnership with

redBus, he added.

A senior DTC official said,
“WIA had approached u= with a
request to operate bus services
from Delhi to Jewar airport.
However, there are some legal
hurdles at present. Under an
agreement signed in 2022 be-
tween the povernments of Del-
hi, Haryana, Rajasthan and Ut-
tar Pradesh, buses can operate
only from Jewar to Delhi and
not in the reverse direction.”

“We need to submit a supple-
mentary proposal to the Uttar
Pradesh government for ap-
proval. We are ready to operate
the services once we receive the
nod. We have conveyed our will-
ingness to the Delhi transport
department, which is in talks
with the Uttar Pradesh trans-
port department.” he said.

“DTC was considering oper-
ating at least 70 to 80 trips a day
from different parts of Delhi,
including Kashmere Gate [ISBT,
Anand Vihar ISBET and New
Delhi railway station, to Jewar
airport,” he added.
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Cost discipline remains core as IndiGo goes premium

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 3 August

As IndiGo enters its third decade, the
alrline says it will retain the cost disci-
pline that made it India’s largest car-
rier even as it expands Into
business-class and long-haul oper-
ations. It also called for a rethink of
how airport charges are structured at
new airports, saying the current model
puts pressire on airlines” economics.

"I think the next logical step...
would be to premiumise. So, this is
what the pivot is about. We are moving
from a pure, low-cost, quick-tum busi-
ness toamore premiumised offering..
This we want, we will ring fence, we
will make sure that this part of the
business continues tooperate the way
it has operated, with the cost disd-
pline, with the operational efficiency
that we've had. And build the rest of it,
overlay the other pieces on top of this
core,” Aloke Singh, chief strategy
officer at IndiGo, told Business Stan-

dard. The “ring fence™ approach
means IndiGo intends to protect its
core low-cost domestic business while
adding premium cabins and wide-
body aircraft for long-haunl Interna-
tional routes. Singh said the airline’s
domestic narrow-body operations
would continue to be the backbone of
the business even as it expands into
W Segments.

That philosophy also shapes
IndiGo's premiom products. Singh
described Stretch as "the IndiGo ver-
shon of a business class™, saying it "may
ot hiave all the bells and whistles that
you have for a traditional business
class”, bur is “what the market wants”
and is "priced appropriately”™. He said
the airline intends to apply the same
cost-efficiency principles to its pre-
mium products as it has to s econ-
Oy operations.

IndiGo Streich is a tailored busi-
ness-classservice featuring a 2xaseat-
ing layout, 38-inch pitch, and priority
perks onselect routes.

&6 WE ARE MOWING FROM A

PURE, LOW-COS5T, QUICK-TURN
BUSINESS TO A MORE
PREMIUMISED OFFERINGYY

Aloke Sangh
Chief strateqy officer. indiCo

The strategy marks a new phase
for an airline that has expanded
rapidly since commencing oper-
ations on August 4, 2006, From oper-
ating six Airbus A320 afrcraft and

serving 13 destinations in its first year,
IndiGo today has a fleet of more than
440 aircraft, operates nearly 2,300
daily departures, connects over 140
destinations, and carried more than
123 million passengers in financial
year 2025-26 (FY26). Since inception,
the airline has flown over 850 million
PASSENEETS.

The strategy isclosely linked tothe
airline’s long-term ambition of
becoming a global playver.

"The first 20 yvears have been.. a
journey of establishing a stable foun-
dation and then growing to becoming
one ofthe largest airlines in the world.
Bur nowwe havetoconvert thisairline
into a global player. which means
driving connectivity between India
and the rest of the world, and really
bringing home the value of India's
geographic position,” said Abhijit Das-
gupta, senior vice-president (planning
and revenne management) at IndiGo.

While IndiGo has already outlined
its International expansion plans,

executives said the broader objective
Is to position India as a stronger inter-
national connecting hub while con-
tinuing to expand the airline’s
overseas network.

Asthe airline pursues those ambi-
tions, Dasgupta identified airport
economics as a key ssue facing the
industry.

Dasgnptasaid new airporis such as
Mavi Mumbai and Jewar are strategi-
cally important because they unlock
fresh catchment areas and future
growth epporunities. However, he
argued that the way airport charges
are currently structured creates diffi-
culties for aifines.

Alrport  operators  typically
recover a significant part of their
investment through higher charges
during the initial years of operation.
Airlines, however, cannot simply
pass those costs on to passengers
becanse travellers compare fares
between airports serving the same
metropolitan region.
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Willie Walsh takes
charge as IndiGo CEO

Nearly five months afier
former Chief Executive Officer
Pieter Elbers stepped down fol-
lowing amajor operational dis-
ruption at the aidine, IndiGo
on Monday announced that
Willie Walsh has assumed
charge as lts new CEDQ.

The airline had announced
Walsh's appointment inMarch
after Flbers resigned, with
Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia serving as interim CEO,

Walsh formally assumed
office after completing his
tenure a5 Director General of
the International Air Transport
Association (LATA).

IndiGosaid Walsh will lead
the alrine’s overall manage-
ment and strategic direction,
withafocus on accelerating its
global growth, strengthening
operational performance,
expanding its network.

.

A

Welcoming Walsh, IndiGo

Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia said the aidine ks enter-
ing its third decade and is
poised for the next phase of
growth. "As IndiGo enters s
third decade and stands polsed
fiorthe next phase ofits growth,
| am delighted toofficially wel-
come Willie as the airline’s
Chief Executive Officer,”
Bhatia said. EERAK RATEL
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Govt raises windfall
tax on exports of
petrol, diesel, ATF

The government has increased special addi-
tional excise duty (SAED) onexports of petrol,
diesel and aviation turbine fuel (ATF), effec-
tive from Angust, according toa gazette notifi-
cation. The export duty on petrol has been
increased to ¥3.5 per litre from T2.5 per litre,
The windfall tax on diesel exporis has been
raised to ¥25.5 per litre from T15.5 per litre,
while the levy on ATF exports has also been
Increased to¥22 per litre from ¥14.5 per litre.
The government introduced windfall tax on
exports of certain petrolenm products from
March 27 to ensure domestic availability by
disincentivising exports amid the ongolng
West Asiacrigis. Theratesare being revised on
a fortnightly basis. B5 REPORTER
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IndiGo's next flight plan: Global push,
diaspora traffic through India

NEW DELHI, PTI: As IndiGo marks 20 years
of operations, its co-founder callsa “longer
leap of flying™ as it charts an ambitious
international expansion to connect the
wlobal Indian diaspora to their homeland,
international traffic now flowing
through Gulf hubs and, over the longer
ferm, carry passengers between foreign
countriesvia India,

The country’s larg-
est airline, which has a
domestic market share
of more than 66%, isset
to induct Airbus A321
XLR aircralt before
taking delivery of wide-
body A3S50s from 2028,

The airline will con-
nect more overseas destinations with the
A321 XLR and later with the A350, said
IndiGo Co-founderand Managing Director
Rahul Bhatia.

However, Bhatia, said the airline was
still far from being a global carrier asitap-
proachesiss 20thanniversary of operations
om August 4,

IndiGo has expanded its overseas net-
workinrecent years and isoperating leased
Boeing 787 aircraft from Norse Atlantic
Airways, although someinternational ser-
vices have been curtailed due to the West
Asia conflict and airspace restrictions.

Citing a challenging operating environ-
ment because of ongoing geopolitical ten-
sions, the airfine last said it would dis-
continue wide-body
operations from
October 25 and con-
clude its damp lease
agreement for the
Boeing 787 aircraft
from October 31.

Bhatia said In-
diGo's long-haul
strategy would primarily focus on serving
Indian travellers and the global Indian di-

aspora.

He said Gulf carriers had captured much
of the international traffic from India over
the past decade by funnelling passengers
through their hubs, resulting in Indian eco-
nomicvalue lowing overseas,
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IndiGo Bets on Small Biz Class, Dense
Economy Seating for Long-haul Flights

Airline torely on local network, multiple hubs for strategy, say execs

ness clasa and premium ecane-  lnment Ad50-900 witebody jeds for
Arindam Majumder iy sets an s Akras AdSD “Astheflght length gos Bomg-hual poastes and disliverbes

planes, The economy cabinwill beyond the eight-hour renge,  are expected from 2028, Flving
Mew Dhelhab; Moefrills airiine hanve ooy 300 spats—making i the produgt will have (o e geats il allow IiwliGoto
[rediGerwill bet on @ small omeaf the densest econamy change acenrding to the needs  achievea lower per seat cost,
tsiness classon its long-haul - configurtionsonthisairermft  of the market,” Aloke Singh,  allowing it to compets ajgmes-
Mighta to Eumops, dand 6 ligh type. Ses pltch ineconomy will ehial strategy afficer al sively with Alr India. “We have
density economy layoutinan  remain standard at 3 inches IndiGo, said. “ But theunder-  been able to build a network to
efTirt tosel] more seafs than Theairtine will also offer Ilying princlple will remain create multiple pithwaysand
rival AirIndinand protect its  hot food and in-flight enterta-  the same: efficiency, cost options for people to travel
lEan cost strociure Al Indis idiscipline, Froam amne polnt o anotbher ai
novw holids the sdvintage of scale, connec-  different times of the day," said

tiwity ™ IndiGo Abhijit Dasgupta, theaidines
Now operates semior VP for planning and
the narrow Ve management

btz the omaly Tl lan carrier
an Jong-hawl rou-
tes. The akdine will

huve Limited busk ; el in body AZZ1in IndiCo alsn plans to use
tal e — dual-cabin mltipls hubs for its long-haul
p———— o ’ eonfguration opecitlons “Esch of (hem has
mmf’ :ahln el . el betwesnlndia's  its own geographic strengths
,i. metrasand and local catehment marksts,”

short-haul said Dasgupta

ol i Infernational *Over o reagonabile period of

Wirin cies indlude Deihl “ e i Bl wbiei

PTG, molkaia, Bengaha routes. time, all majoa alrports
et Chena, Nal The airline his wherewe have built depth

Wumizal & ki ordered @ Alrbus  will see long-haul capaciiy "
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ATR Predicts Demand for 10
Aircraft Per Year in 2 Decades

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Turboprop maker ATR
hens Freensst detmird forap bo 10 aie
cralt a yeor in Indin |n the coming
two decades but said the compa-
iy abllity to ment this robist re
guirement would hinge an ruising
production  amid supply chain
constriints

“We howve n mnrleel [orecast thal
would show there i= n conservative
dermiwd of alsadi Miaireralt per e
ar delivering o Indis consistently
inthe next M years,” swid Alexis Vi
dlal, sEmlor v boe presidenl, commer
cialat ATH. Hesbd (e Indinn mar
ket eould sbsort more plames if the
manufacturer is able to incremsse
procuction

The forecast comes as the JY of
Adrbug  nnd  Teilv's  Lesnardn
works through o global order
tacklogol about 170aircraf

ATH can produce 40 akreraft an
il hadl of prepancemic levels,
as supply chain disruptions eonti-
miser b alffiect prosduction. The com
pany 1= sedling 50-60 alreralt annu-
ally and s to enhnnce deliver s
e bt B0 placrvess o yosar by 20080,

Vidal=aid supply constraints, mt-
hatrr thit deimand, remakn the maks

fnctor lmiting produetion.
AsizPacific accounts for about

An% of ATR'S dellverbes wiil glalal

arder backlog. making it the manu-

factizrer’s largest market. Indin
eurrently has around 70 ATR ab-
craft in service, and Viclal said the
Meset b Ui postesitial 1o doialshe or
triple in the coming vears as regio
nal air connectivity expands:

ATR said its forecast is basod on

the size of Indla’s di

.x mestic trovel market

According to Vidal, In

dia recorts more thand

billion imbercity trips
every vear, but oply ahout 1% ane
miadizbyair, compired with B5% in
muore mature avigtion markets.

He said the government's plan o
el aroamid 100 airports by 2030 wo
uld improve access to air travel by
bringing mom people wWithin cle
ser reach of an airport, driving de-
minal for reglonal aviation

Whilal sald a larger ATR fest v
e Ptk additiomal capeladit es
in pilot treining. maintenance and
eampanent manufactiring in In
din, He said ATR wants to wark
with Indian partners o develop
those capaibilifies as the marke ox
pants bat didn't announce any in-
vestment plan ar fimel ine
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352 Flight Defects
Reported till June,
Akasa Tops List

New Dwelhi: The povernment on
Maonday sakd that 252 slmilicanl
technical defects were reported in
domestic and infernational Might
operations this year tillJune.

Out of the total, 534 sigmificant
disfects were rekated o domestle
flight operations and the remai
ning pertained to international
sorvices, pecording to datn provi-
dlesdd By thes vl aviatlon ministey
tothe Rajya Sabha

Thae dat was provided by mini
ster of state for civil aviation Mur-
lidhar Mohol inawritien reply As
many s A defects wers related (o
domestic servioes and 1§ poertai-
ned to international flights, The
minister did not disclose specific
distmils about defects.

Among the 352 "significant de-
fisets™ during the given pertod, 152
pertained to flight operations of
Akasa Air, 53 related to Adr Imiin
Express and 47 pertained to Indi-
Goights, thie data showed

In the eaze of Alr India and Spice-
Jut, the nicmber af such defocts was
dB and B respactively Star Alr repor-
texl 39 significant defects, Flyvi re-
corded 9 such defects and Ind 2 One
Alr reported 5 such defects. Blue
Thart roported 2 defiscts. -FT
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Centre hikes export duties on fuel

SAURAY AMAND
New Delhi, August 3

THE CENTRE HAS raised the
windiall tax on diesel exporis
by T10 perlitre o €25 .5 andon
aviation tidrbine fuel I:.!c'l'[-']
exports by 37 5t0 %22 porlitre
from August 3, seeldng to dis
courage overseas shipments
and gafeguard domestic fuel
avallability

The special additional
excise duty on diesel was
15.5 per litre dunng the pre-
vious fortnight, while the levy
on ATF exportswas T 14.5 per
litre,

The export duty on petrol
has also been raised by €1 to
¥3.5 per litre from €1.5

REVISED RATES
mwWindfall tax on diesel
expors raised by

Z10to ¥25.5/litre

B Export duty on aviation
wribine fuel increased by

27.5 to 222/litre

B Export duty on petrol
has been raised by

1 to 23.5 per litre

B The hike comes amid
escalating tensions in West Asa
and concerns over g lobal crude
and petroleum product supples

imposad on July 18, according
toa finance minsEtry notifica-
tion. The revised rates will
apply for the tortnight starked
Angust 3.

The hike comes amid esca-
Iating tensions in West Asia
and concemsoverglobal crude
and petroleum product sup
plies. Higher export duties am

aimed at reducing the incen
tive forrefinersto divert petrol,
ciesed and ATF to overseas mar
kets

The fimance ministryclari-
fied that the latest revision
WI1L|I.I| ok .1|-Fn1 ﬁ:rh \.r1[|;|
within the country."There is no
change in the existing duty
rates on petrol and diesel
cleared for domestic consump-
thon" it sald

The Centre first imposed
export duties on diesel and AT
on March 27 after the West
Asla war intensified and has
since reviewed the mtes every
fortnight.,

Petrol  exports were
brought under the windfall
tax framework from May 16,
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Former IATA chief
Walsh takes over
as IndiGo CEO

HITIH KUMAR
Hewe Delhi, Avgust 3

FORMER INTERNATIOMAL
AR Tmnsport Assodation
lL.'!;TA.:I Direcinr General amd
British Airways chicf Willic
Walsh on Monday assumed
cha TEE as the Chief Executive
Officer of IndiGo, aking over
theleadershipoflndea's largest
alrline as itprepams foritsnet
phase of global expansion,

The leadership transition
cofmes a da:r befom IndlGo
completes 20 years of opera
tions in India, Having estab-
lished itself as the country's
dominant carmrierwith aflest of
maore than 430 ameraft and
nearhy 3,300 daily Gights, the
aidine is novw beoking toaccel
arate s international growth,
a market where Walsh brings
dedes of expericnoe.

Ini a statenent on Monday,
IndiGo said Walsh has assumed
charge as CED to kead the air
line"s "next era of growth and
glul:l.ﬂ ambition”

His appointment  was
announced on March 31, less
than three weeks after the sud
den ext of foomer CED Pleter
Elberms, which came against the
badedmp of widespread opera
timal disnuptions at the airline
In December kst yoar.

.ﬂ..'.l'_'.l'.lf]-.'n'lnl'a.l.lhwd.llrn.'u}lln-
sible for the airline’s overall
management and strategic
direction, with a fecus on accel
emting iteglobal growth rajec-
tory, driving operational excel
lence, strenpgthening network

WILLIE WALSH,
CEQ, INDIGD

There could not be

a more opportune
time for me to join

IndiGo than now

and commercial strategy, and
further enhancing customer
exXperienc = the airdine suid

“IndiGo has built a remark-
able legacy over the last two
decades, establishing itself
|'|II.1.I:II1H!|!1|:LI.' ]..'ITKELL .1:|ri||1|.~|. m
the world inashortspan of ime
With India becoming aneof the
weorld sfastest-grewi ngaation
markets, the opportunities
ahead for IndiGoare immense
Thizre could notbea more cxelt-
ing and opportune time forme
tojoin IndiGo than now, Walsh
sad] IndiGa Managing Mrector
Rahul Ehatia sid Walsh'sexten
gve global experience and
strategic expertise winild be oo
chalas the al dine enters ks thind
decadeand [rsHes its Interns
tional ambitions.
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352 major flight defects reported in H1 2026

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 350 significant
technical defects were reported
in domestic and international
flight operations between Janu-
ary and June this year, the gov-
ernment said in a written reply
in Rajya Sabha on Monday.

Responding to a question by
Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas,
Union minister of state for civil
aviation Murlidhar Mohol said
that 352 significant defects were
recorded during the period, of
which 334 were in domestic
flights.

As per the government data,

Akasa Air reported the highest
number of defects at 152, fol-
lowed by Air India Express with
53, IndiGo with 47 and Air India
with 46 of what the ministry said
were significant technical
defects. Low cost airline SpiceJet
accounted for nine such defects
during the six-month period.

The data also showed that
regional airlines like Star Air,
Fly91 and India One Air reported
29, nine and five significant
defects, respectively. Cargo air-
line Blue Dart reported two
defects.

Meanwhile, 487 defects were
found in 2023, including 436 on
domestic flights and 51 on inter-

national flights, 692 in 2024 with
645 on domestic flights, accord-
ing to the data.The highest num-
ber of defects was recorded in
2025 when 889 defects were
reported, including 778 on
domestic flights and 111 on inter-
national flights.

The total number of these sig-
nificant defects, however, stood
at 2,420 from 2023 till June
2026.The minister also stated
that the country’s aviation regu-
lator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued 382
show cause notices to airlines
for safety violations during the
period from January 2024 to
June 2026, Mohol said. The

enforcement action includes
financial penalty, suspension of
approval/ authorisation and
warning, it stated.

The minister also stated that
the DGCA took 51 enforcement
actions against the Indian air-
lines for violating safety stan-
dards during the period from
2023 to 2025.

It also said that DGCA con-
ducted special audits at major
airports after June 19 last year.
To be sure, India witnessed the
deadliest crash in three decades
on June 12, when an Air India
flight 171 crashed seconds after
take off killing 241 out of 242
people on board.
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Willie Walsh takes
over as IndiGo CEO

e Walsh, apilot and an aviation
Inahustry Jeader, on Momlay, took
charge as the chiel executive of

Inclia's largest airline InditGo.

An Trish natbonal, Walsh is now at the helm of
Inchio alter completingg liks enue is thie
director general of the Intermational Air
Transport Association (latalon 31 Joly.

I|'|Ir|':I.||||||LHIIII|.'||I ol Walsh wis annoineed
by Deneliior on 250 March, which is bes than theee
weeks after the sudden exit of Pieter Elbers
against the backdrop of massive operational
dlisruptions at the airline in Decembser 20025,

He has taken over the reins ol apivotal
maoment for IndiGo, which commands more
than GE% of the conniry's domestic market
aned is pursuing ambitions imermational
pansion, with wide-body ASS0-900
wreraft expected tojoin its feet from early
2028, IniliGo already has more than 900
planeson erder, PTI
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Willie Walsh takes
charge as IndiGo CEO
after Elbers’ departure

ARSHAD KHAN @ MNew Dethi

WILLIE WALSH has assumed
charge as IndiGo's new chief ex-
ecutive officer. The carrier an-
nounced his appointment in
March 2026, following the sud-
den departure of Pieter Elbers.

The airline’s promoter and
managing director, Rahul Bha-
tia, had taken interim charge
of the company's management.
Walsh (popularly known as Wil-
liey was the Director General of
[ATA (International Air Trans-
port Association) before join-
ing IndiGo.

His new journey starts days
after India’s largest airline an-
nounced it will discontinue
wide-body operations effective
25 October 2026 due to the chal-
lenging operating environment
trigeered by the ongoing geopo-
litical tension. The develop-
ment comes as airlines in India
continue to bleed losses due to
higher jet fuel prices, air-
space closures, and ad-
verse foreign exchange

movements.
“His extensive global
experience in the avia-

tion industry, combined

with his operation-

al and strategic

expertise, will ‘\
be instrumen-

-Er:

tal as IndiGo accelerates its in-
ternational expansion strate-
gy, said Bhatia. After cornering
two-third of the domestic mar-
ket, IndiGo has set its eve to be-
come a major player in the in-
ternational market.

*1 am confident that under
his leadership, IndiGo will fur-
ther strengthen its standing on
the global aviation stape and
increas ingly contribute to con-
tinued development of the In-
dian aviation sector,” added
Bhatia.

Commenting on taking
charge, Willie Walsh, Chief

Executive Officer, IndiGo,
said, * With India becom-
lng one of thE wurld 5

fastest- grmvmg aviation
»  markets, the opportiuni-
ties ahead for IndiGo
are lmmense. There
could not be a more excit-
ing and opportune
time for me to join
IndiGo than now.”
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Willie Walsh assumes charge as IndiGo CEO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M New Delhi

Willie Walsh, a pilot and an aviation
industry leader, on Monday took charge
as the CEOQ of the country's largest
airline IndiGo.

An Irish national, Walsh is now at the
helm of IndiGo after completing his
tenure as the Director General of the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA} on fuly 31. The appointment of
Walsh was announced by IndiGo on
March 31, less than three weeks after the
sudden exit of Pieter Elbers against the
backdrop of massive operational disrup-
tions at the airline in December last year.

In a release on Monday, IndiGo said
Walsh has assumed charge as the CEQ
to lead the airline’s next era of growth
and global ambition.

As CEO, IndiGo said Walsh would lead
the airline's overall management and
strategic direction, with a focus on
accelerating its global growth trajecto-
ry, driving operational excellence,
strengthening network and commercial
strategy, and further enhancing cus-
tomer experience.

"IndiGo has built a remarkable legacy

over the last two decades, establishing
itself amongst the largest airlines in the
world in a short span of time.

"With India becoming one of the
world's fastest-growing aviation
markets, the opportunities ahead for
IndiGo are immense. There could not be
a more exciting and opportune time for
me to join IndiGo than now,"” Walsh said.

IndiGo Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia said Walsh's extensive global
experience in the aviation industry,
combined with his operational and
strategic expertise, will be instrumen-

tal as IndiGo accelerates its internation-
al expansion strategy.

Walsh has also served as the CEO of
Aer Lingus, British Airways and
International Airlines Group. As the
head of IATA, Walsh was known for his
frank and direct style of expressing his
views.

He has taken over the reins at a
pivotal moment for IndiGo, which
commands more than 66 per cent of
India’s domestic market and is pursu-
ing ambitious international expan-
sion, with wide-body A350-900 aircraft
expected to join its fleet from early
2028. IndiGo already has more than 900
planes on order.

During an interview with PTI last
week, Bhatia praised Walsh and said he
is "very deep operationally” and will
bring significant value to the airline’s
operations.

“For Willie, this journey at IndiGo is
not a stepping stone to something into
the future,” Bhatia, also IndiGo's co-
founder, told PT1in an interview.

"I think he really is motivated to make
a difference. And | can see that when |
talk to him,” Bhatia had said.
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Thedecisivegapis nottechnical.
Itis the absence ofaproduction
incentiveandofftake
[framework. India’s SAF
blendingtargetsremain
indicative, andunlike every
competing jurisdictionIndia
offers producersno per-litre
credit, nocontract-for-
differenceandnoguaranteed
offtake.Itis here thatpolicy can
move fastestand mattersmost

viationis the hardest sectorin the

economy to decarbonise, and

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)

is the only lever that can deliver
that reduction using aircraft, airports and
pipelines that already exist. The global
industry expects SAF to deliver mughly 65
per cent of aviation'’s path to net-zero by
2050. Every major aviation market ~ the
European Union, the United Kingdom, the
United States, Japan and Singapore - has
now converted that expectationinto binding
mandates and incentives that create a
guaranteed, price-inelasticdemand for SAF
for the next quarter-century,

India has committed to indicative SAF
blendingof1(2027), 2 (2028) and Spercent
(2030} initially on international fights, in
step with ICAOS CORSIA Phase 11 which
becomes mandatory in 2027 This translates
into a domestic requirement hsing from
about 62 kt in 2027 to ~-380 kt by 2030 - a

The Statesman
Sustainable Aviation Fuel

b
‘l““‘

India has pledged net-zero by 2070, and
its international carriers fall under ICAO's
Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme
for International Aviation (CORSLA). CORSIAS
mandatory phase begins in 2027, and from
that point the carbon intensity of fuel used
on international routes carries a direct
financial cost. SAF is the most practical
instrument India’s airlines have to lower
that intensity. The policy window and the
compliance deadline now coincide ~ which
is why this article treats SAF as a matter of
the immediate present, not the distant Future.

SAF has crossed from demonstration to
industry. Global production is doubling
year-on-year ~ from roughly one million
tonnes in 2024 toabout two million tonnes
in2025. Yet it still represents wellunder
1 per cent of jet fuel, a gap that defines
the commercial opportunity. Independent
market assessments place SAF demand
at 10-17 million tonnes by 2030, and the
muarket’s value is projected to grow from
under USS2 billionin 2024 wwellabove
USS25hillion within a decade, at compournd
growth rates rarey seen in energy feures,

India consumed about 8.85 million
tonnes of jet fuel in 2024, growing over 9

value chain.

The second is hydrogen. AT consumes
hydmeen toupgradeect nlene-dedved olefins
intojet-rangemolecules; using grey hydrogen
erodes the lifecyele-carbon benefit that
mikes SAF CORSIA-eligible, while preen
hydrogzen remains costhy and supphy-constmined
~ indeed, across power-to-liquid routes
electrolysis alone accounts for 55-80 per
cent of capital cost. India’s National Green
Hydrogen Mission is the natural enabler,
provided AT hubs are co-located with
green-Hz supply.

The third is fuel certification and testing
capacity. The AT pathway is globally certified
(ASTM D7566 Annex AS, upto 50 per cent
blend), but Indix's domestic qualification
ecosystem is nascent.
CSIR-Indian Institute of
Petroleum hasdeveloped an
indigenous SAT catalyst and
operates only a ~ 50 ke/dday
pilot testing Facility, and has
partnered with Airbus to
build capability; the very
first Indian certifications
arrived only in December
2025(10C Panipat) and 2026

DR.IP
GUPTA

largest source in five years, and unlike
sugarcane it is far less water-dintensive. A
maize-anchored SAF programme aligns
aviationdecarbonization withruralincomes
and crop diversification.

Indiais the world's fastest-growing large
aviation market. The airport network has
more than doubled from 74 in 2014 to 163
operational airports today (about 35 handling
international traffic). Passengerthroughput
reached - 412million in FY25 and is heading
to ~ 435 million in FY26 - roughly - 340
million domestic and ~ 82 millionintemational
~with IATA projecting India to become the
world's third-lampest air-passenger market
by 2030 ~ around 350 million travellers. Air
cargo handled 37 million wnnes in FY25
and the national target is 10 million tonnes
by 20300 A fleet of BOO-plus aircraft with
more than 1,500 on firm order will fly all of
it. This is the demand engine - and every
seat and every parcel need fuel.

All that growth lands on the fuel gauge.
India burned about 8.85 million tonnes of
ATF in 2024, and demand is projected to
reach roughly 12-15 million tonnes by 2030
~a~ 60 percent rise in six yvears - onits way
toward ~ 31 million tonnes by 2040. Jet fuel
i typically the single largest cost for Indian
carrers, around 40 per cent of operating
expenses (spiking to 55-60 per cent during
the 2026 price shock), inflated further by
among the world’s heaviest ATT taxation -
Delhi retail ATF sat at about Rs 110 per litre
(Rs 110 lakh/KL) in mid-2026

Burning a tonne of jet fuel releases about
3.16 tonnes of CO2. So Indias aviation
emissions run at oughly 28 million tonnes
of CO2 today, rising to about 44 Mt by 2030
and -95 Mt by 2040 - a five-fold jump on
2021 New aircraft efficiency cannot outrun

market for which India today has no  percent ayear -amongthe fastest-growing The writer is (BPCL Mumbai, 1SCC- traffic growth Air India’s own emissions

commercial alcohol-to-jet supplier. The  aviation fuel markets onearth. Applying Chair, CORSIA). A scaled national — are projected to roughly double within a
questionis not whether India will consume  the indicative blending path to this  Ewirommene&  fuel-qualification and  decade. From 2027, ICAQ's CORSIA makes
SAF; it is whether India will make it or  expanding base yvields a domestic SAF  Climate Change  CORSIA/ISCC certification  the carbon oninternational mutesa payable
import it India is uniquely positioned to  requirement of roughly 62 kt in 2027, Committee, capability isstillto be built.  cost-sothiscurve is notjust anenvironmental
make it. Having achieved E20 ethanol 130ktin2028 andabout380kt by 2030  PHDCCTand The fourth ~and decisive  Lability, it is a financial one.

blending five years ahead of target, the Today Indias announced SAF supply former - gap is not technical It is The global SAF costs 3-4= jet fuel headline
country has built roughly 18 billion litresof  is thinand namowly based -awsedcookingol  Chaiman, EAC-  theabsenceof aproduction  is misleading for India, because Indians do
ethanoleapacity, a large shareof whichwill  (HEFA) unit at Panipat and refinery Ministry of incentive and offtake notbuyijetfuel attheuntaxed refinery gate.
become surplus as the ground-transport  co-processing at Mumbai ~ pathways  Endronment, framework. India’'s SAF  Converted to rupees, mature SAF costs
blendingprograimme matures, Thatsurplus  that are constrained by the limited  Forest& imate  blending targets remain  roughly Rs103-158 per litre (ATJ Rs110-145;
is a strategic asset with a shelf-life, The awailability of waste oils. There is no  Change.Hecan  indicative, and unlikeevery  Indias low-cost PBtLroute R5115-127), while
internationally-certified Alcohol-to-Jet (ATT)  commercialaleohol-to-jet capacity.even  be reached at competingjurisdictionIndia  e-SAF remains an outlier at Bs 344-365 Set
pathway ~ approved under ASTM D7566  though ethanol is theone SAF feedstock  jeowanprateshonpee offers producersnoper-litre  thatagainst Delhi's taxed retail ATF of about
Annex AS al up to a 50 per cent blend ~  India has built in genuine surplus. This @ind . cain credit, nocontrcHor-difference. Rs110/litre, and the ‘premium’ Indian buyers

converts exacthy this ethanol into jet fuel.
Its single enabling step is the conversion of
ethanol into ethylene, and this is precisely
the capability that this article identifies as
Indias gap. It is a gap India can close today.
The world’s airlines burn close to 350
million tonnes ofjet fuela vear, and demand
is growing fastest in the markets India
serves, Electrification and hydrogen will, at
best, address short-haul flying decades from
now; forthe wide-body, long-haul fleet there
is noaltemativeto aliquid, high-energy -density
fuel. SAF is that fuel It is a genuine drop-in
~ chemically equivalent to conventional jet
fuel, usable in today’s engines and today's
airportinfrastructure with no modification
- and it cuts lifecycle CO2 by up to 80 per
cent. Of the 11 SAF production pathways
certified to date, the industry has concluded
that the binding constraint on reaching
net-zem is not feedstock but the speed of
technology roll-out. That is a race, and it
rewards nations that move early.
The Statesman v 27 fueust
e maaee NLLPs:/ [epaper

is the centml strategic mismateh to cormect:
India has the feedstock the restof the world
is short of, and has not yet built the bridge
from that feedstock tothe wing.

Among the certified SAF pathways,
Alcohol-to-Jet (ATI) is the natural fit for
India because its feedstock is ethanol. In
April 2024, ASTM International added
ethanol as an approved feedstock under
D7566 Annex AS, and AT synthetic paraffinic
keroseneis now certified for blends of up to
50 per cent with conventional jet -~ the
highest blend ceiling of the alcohol routes.

The chemistry of AT.Jis decisive for policy
because it reveals where the real capability
gap lies. Ethanol does not become jet fuel
directly. It must first be dehydrated into
ethylene; the ethylene is then oligomerized
into boneer hydrocarbonchainsand vdrmoeenated
into jet-range molecules. In other words,
ethanol reaches the wing only by passing
through ethylene. Whoever controls the
ethanol-to-ethylene step controls the AT

2026
thestatesman.com/c/88595751

and no guaranteed offtake.
It is here that policy can move fastest and
matters most. India’s ethanol success has
created ahigh-quality problem. The country
now has roughly 18.1 billion litres of ethanol
capacity across some 370-plus plants -
about 8.2 bn from sugarcane, 8.6 bn from
grainsand the balance from dual-feed units
~ and it achieved 20 per cent blending (E20))
in early 2025, a full five years ahead of
schedule. Installed capacity is now sufficient
for well beyond E20; a meaningful share of
it risks ninning idle once ground-transport
blending saturates.

Theintegrated biorefinery that takescorn
{maize) all the way to SAF through the
intermediate ethanol and ethylene,ie. Corn

« Ethanol - Ethylene - ATI-SAF, captures
every co-product along the way (DDGS
animal feed, corn oil, and biogenic CO2 for
food-grade or e-fuel use). Maize is already
India’s fastest-rising ethanol feedstock,
having gone from near-zem to the single

actually experience is far smaller than the
plobal multiple suggests. India is also
structurally cheap to produce in.

Inchia’s homemarket is lanze and fast-growing
giving any produceracaptive anchor demand.
But the larger prize is abroad. The world is
heading into a structural SAF deficit: global
2030 demand is estimated at - 12.8 Mt
{central) and 8-31 Mt across policy scenarios,
far ahead of announced capacity. Europe
alone will need about 9.6 Mt for its 6 per
cent mandate in 2030 against only ~3.6-52
Mt of realistically announced supply - an
import gap of roughly 5 million tonnes,

Japan (10 per cent by 2030) will likewise
rely on imports and on ‘easily refined
bio-intermediaries like ethanol, and even
the United States” output is largely locked in
by the domestic-use design ofits 457 credit
~ the 'stranded molecules' problem - leaving
Europe's gap open toother exporters. India,
long on ethanol and ready on ETE, is
positioned to be that exporter.
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Ex-British Airways CEO
takes charge at IndiGo

New Delhi: Former British
Airways CEO Willie walsh
Monday assumed charge as the
CEO of IndiGo, & day before the
airline turns 20. With over four
decades of global aviation
leadership experience, Walsh
will work closely with the board
and the management team to
build on IndiGo’s operational
foundations while advancing its
strategic ambitions. tun
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Air India adds Toronto flights

Air India has announced seasonal Mumbai-
Toronto flights from October 25, increasing
India-Canada capacity by 4,400 monthly
seats and premium Toronto capacity by 71%.



HITAg TETFTI’TQ?:]E—EI&JIEEDII

AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE DELHT 4 AUGUST 2026

Centre hikeswindfall
taxonpetrol, diesel,
aviationfuelexports

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 3
The Centre has increased
windfall taxes on petrol, diesel
and aviation fuel exports as
world ail prices remain volatile
due to the West Asia crisis,
arcording to the government
notification issued on Monday:
The government has raised
the windfall tascon petrol exports
to Rs 3.5 per litre, diesel exports
to Rs 255 per litre and turbine
fuel to Rs 22 perlitre. —TINS
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Walshtakes
chargeas
IndiGo’sCEO

Ramor Ganpawar

TRLIFUNE NIWS SEnyCe

NEW DELHIL ALNLUST 3

Former Director General of
Intermnational Air Transport
Association (IATA)  Willie
Walsh on Mondny took charge
as the Chief Expcutive Officer
(CRO) of IndiGo, the coun-
try's largest aidines,

Having served as the CEO of
the British Arways (2M6-2011)
andthe CEO ofthe Intemation-
al Airines Group (201 1-2020),
Walsh will lead the aidine's
next e of prowth and fulfill #s
global amhitions. Having over
four decades of global aviation
leadership experience, he will
work closely with the Board
and the manapement team 1o
build on IndiGo's operational
foundatinns while advancing
its strategic ambitions,
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