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Parandur airport
project likely to be

delayed by a year

Land acquisition poses a challenge, say sources; project completion

date likely to be pushed by a year to December 2029 or early 2030

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he Parandur air-
Tpnrt project may
get delayed by a

year. This is primarily due
to challenges in land acqui-
sition, sources say.

“The plan was to float
the tender shortly. But we
need to have a substantial
amount of land in posses-
sion to go ahead with the
tender process. Since Eka-
napuram residents are not
cooperating, and the run-
way itself is coming up
there, land acquisition is
going to be delayed signifi-
cantly and, as a result, ten-
ders, too, cannot be float-
ed now,” a source said.

Though the Tamil Nadu
government commenced
the land acquisition pro-
cess recently, and some pe-
ople came forward to hand
over their land for the pro-
ject, a massive portion of
land remains to be ac-
quired.

Initially, the Tamil Nadu
government planned to
complete the land acquisi-
tion by October 2025 and
start the groundwork for

Bottleneck: The project needs 5,369 acres c}f land, whlch is spread
across 20 villages in Kancheepuram and Sriperumbudur. FILE PHOTO

the project by January
2026, with a view to com-
pleting Phase | by Decem-
ber 2028.

Tenders next year

Now that the tenders itself
would be floated only next
year, the project comple-
tion would likely be
pushed by a year to De-

cember 2029 or early
2030.

It is to be noted that the
Steering Committee’s
meeting for obtaining the
environmental clearance
was slated to be held by the
end of this year. However,
sources said this too would
come through only next
year.

According to a source,

more ground-level data are
required to complete the
study that is to be submit-
ted to the Steering Com-
mittee to obtain the Envi-
ronment Clearance.

Another source said the
State government has been
chalking out plans on how
to preserve the waterbo-
dies in the project area, as
per a hydrogeological re-
port and recommenda-
tions of the Water Resourc-
es Department.

For the Parandur air-
port project, which will be
taken up at a cost of
127,400 crore, the State go-
vernment will need 5,369
acres of land across 20 vil-
lages in Kancheepuram
and Sriperumbudur.
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IndiGo bans
passenger for
30 days for
assaulting a
co-traveller

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

IndiGo on Saturday an-
nounced a interim flying
ban on a passenger for 30
days for assaulting a co-tra-
veller on a Mumbai-Kolka-
ta flight after the latter suf-
fered a panic attack aboard
and demanded that the air-
craft return to the parking
bay.

The Bidhannagar pol-
ice, in a post on X, identi-
fied the assailant as Hafijul
Rahman and the victim as
Hossain Ahmed Majumder.
They were arrested after
the airline reported the as-
sailant as an unruly pas-
senger to the airport secur-
ity on Friday. They were
released on bail. The arrest
of the duo was made under
Section 170 (arrest to pre-
vent the commission of
cognisable offences) and
Section 120 (procedure of
binding the offenders to
court if there is a likelihood
of breach of peace) of the
Bharativa Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, said Divi-
sional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police for Airport
Division, Aishwarya Sagar.
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Passenger assaulted four SpiceJet
staffers at Srmagar airport; FIR filed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Pars: Do, 3 st

Spicedet on Sunday said o snior Ammy
afficer, Wwho was to boand o Oight 1o Delhi,
msmarialten] Foar airlies groumncd seafTers at the
Srinagar airport an July 26, and ane of
them suffered a spinal fraciure.

An FIR has been negistened wilh the
local paolice, and the aitline has initiated
the process (o place the passenges on e
no-fly st inaccondance with cival iaviation

iomns, the airfinesaid and added than
the sl happerned aller the passsnger
s (ol d o poy forthe et cabin baggags.

Vidlen clips of the incdent shared on
social media showed the pasenger
asmanlting the stalf and one of then being
b with s quesie stand af the adrport.

The injuined were taken Lo the hospital
and ane imcecpodng treatmen

" pakierger prisvaisly assilied four
Spice el employess al the boarding gate of
flkght SG-384 [rom Smagar to Delhi on
July 26, 2025 Ourstall members suffereda
spinal fracture and serious jow njures
after being aftackedl with punches,
repeited] kicks and o quirise stand,”™ 5 pioe-
Jet sxidd im a statement.

According tothe aidine, oneemployes
collapsed uwnconcious anthe oo bul the
pisserger comtimied Kicking atel hifting

the Binted employee.
“Ansather ealTmember sifTensd bleed-

g Enauen thee posee innd meouth after recesv-
g Fieoncoeefil Bk bot b o witle benclings
down [0 assis the ollesgis who had
Dinbed ™ it acdded.

Spicelet said the passenger, a semior
Army officer, was carrying two pieces of
cabin baggage weighing a total of 16 kilo-
pranimes, mone than doubie the permned
Hindt ol 7 kilogramimes

"When palitely informed of the ekces
baggage and asked 1o pay the applicable
charges, the pasienger refiases] and foree-
Tually enterer] the aerobriclse withoul corm-

pleting the boanding process -a clear vial-

atic ol aviation securdly protoook. He was
escmren] bl to the gate by a CI1SF official,”
the statement said.

A the gate, the arline said the passen-
e prew increasingly agorestive.

It could not be Emmedisiely ascer-
tinesl whether the passenger was
detained at (heaimport after the incident

An FIR o besen negrictoned] with the
ocal palice, ard the airline has inftiated
the process 1o place the passenger on the
no-ly listinaccontanoe with-civil aviation
nxgukations, the staterment said.

SpiceTet bos also writben o the civil -
ation mindst ey, apprising them shout the
mminderons assaill on its &l and has
rexpuested appropriate action agains the
passenger

The airdine also said Chot it has secared
the CCTY footage ol the incident from the
adrpoat authoeities amd hancesd it over to
the pesfice.

Strongly condesmming any act alvind-
ence agninst s employees, Spic e saidit
willl pursiie this matter (o is fulles legal
amc] remn Eatory conchusion

Meanwhile, IndiGe, on Satirday,
atrrsouineed dmposing a Aying ban on the
passenger who slapped a co-traveller
onboard the Mumbai-Eolkata flight
on Friday.
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IndiGo imposes
flying banon
unruly passenger

NEW DELHI, PTI: IndiGo has
imposed a flying ban on the
passenger who slapped a
co-traveller onboard the
Mumbai-Kolkata flight on
Friday.

Theincidentoccurred on
flight 6E138, and after land-
ing, the perpetrator was
handed over to the security
authorities at the Kolkata
airport, a source said on
Friday.

In a post on X, the airline
on Saturday said that fol-
lowing due diligence, the
incident involving an unruly
customer has been formal-
ly reported to the relevant
authorities for necessary
action. “Inline with our com-
mitment to discourage such
unruly behaviour onboard
flights, the individual has
been suspended from fly-
ing on any IndiGo flights, in
accordance with regulatory
provisions,”the carrier said.
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Al cancels flight
from Singapore
after tech glitch

AR INDIA ©OM SUNDAY can
celled its flight from Singapore
to Chennai due to a technical
lsmse The flight Al 349 was tobe
operated withan Airbus A3 21,
I[n a statement, theairline
said the flight had been can
celled due to a maintenance
task identified priorto depar
turewhich eguired additional
thme for rectification
“Armangements are  being
miade to fly the passengers to
Chennal at the carliest. Hotel
accommodation is being pro
vided, and full refunds oncan-
cellation, or complimentary
|:|.-'\.-:'|:|H‘||.||l||.|._l_; Is alsa I.:ll."lll.E
offered to passengers basedon
their preference) Al India said
In recent days, some of the
Alr India planes have faced
technlcal snags, —PTI
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IndiGo imposes flying ban on unruly passenger

Press Trustof India
Mew Delhi, Aug 2

IndiGo has imposed a
flying ban on the passenger
who slapped a co-traveller
onboard the Mumbai-Kolk-
ata flight on Friday.

The incident occurred on
flight 6£138, and after land-
ing, the perpetrator was
handed over to the security
authorities at the Kolkata
airport, a source said on
Friday. The perpetrator was
also declared as unruly.

In a post on X, the airline

on Saturday said that follow-
ing due diligence, the inci-
dent involving an unruly
customer has been formally
reported to the relevant
authorities for necessary
action.

"In line with our commit-
ment to discourage such
unruly behaviour onboard

flights, the individual has
been suspended from flving
on any IndiGo flights, in
accordance with regulatory
provisions," the carrier said.

The duration of the flving
ban could not be immediate-
Iy ascertained.

On Friday,

a video

clip of
the incident
shared on social media

showed a passenger sitting
in his seat suddenly slap-
ping another passenger on
the aisle who started cryving
and was moved away from
the spot.

Also, acabin crew member
was heard telling the pas-
senger on the seat "don't do”
while another passenger was
heard asking why did he slap
and that he does not have any
right to hit anybody.

One of the passengers
was also heard saying that
the person who was hit was
having a panic attack.
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Bhubaneswar-Delhi Al flight cancelled
over high temperature in aircraft cabin

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from Bhubaneswar
was cancelled on Sunday due to
“high temperature” in the air-
craft cabin just prior to its
departure for the destination,
the airline said in a statement.

Air India did not provide
details such as the number of
people on board the aircraft, the
type of aircraft or the time the
now-grounded flight was sched-
uled to take off from Bhubanes-
war,

“Flight AI500 scheduled to
operate from Bhubaneswar to
Delhi on August 3 has been can-
celled due to a technical issue
causing high cabin temperature

A SINGAPORE-
BOUND AIR INDIA
FLIGHT WAS ALSO
CANCELLED
FOLLOWING A
MAINTENANCE
TASK FOUND PRIOR
TO DEPARTURE

on ground prior to the depar-
ture,” Air India said in a state-
ment.

“Our airport team in Bhuban-
eswar is assisting the impacted
passengers with alternative
arrangements to fly them to
their destination to Delhi. We
regret the inconvenience
caused,” the airline said.

The flight, according to flight
tracking website flightra-
dar24.com, was to be operated
by an Airbus A32laircraft at its
scheduled time 0f12.35pm, and
land in Delhi at 2.55pm.

Earlier in the day, Air India
said its flight AI349 scheduled
to operate from Singapore to
Chennai was cancelled due toa
maintenance task identified
prior to departure, which
required additional time for rec-
tification.

The latest incident comes
amid the aviation safety regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) detecting over
100 violations and observations,
with some of them identified as
critical safety risks, during an
audit of the Tata Group-run pri-

vate carrier, and one of its Boe-
ing 787-8 plane operating its
London Gatwick flight crashing
on a medical college within
minutes of its take-off on June
12, killing 241 people on board
and 19 on ground.

Last week, DGCA detected
around 100 violations and
observations related to Air
India’s training, crew’s restand
duty period norms, and airfield
qualification, among others,
people aware of the matter had
said.

Of these, as many as seven
have been identified as Level-1
violations, which are consid-
ered critical safety risks and
require immediate corrective
action by the air operator, they
added.
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y officer assaults airline
staffers at Srinagar, booked

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir Police has registered a
case against a senior army offi-
cer for allegedly assaulting four
employees of SpiceJet airline at
Srinagar airport following a dis-
agreement over payment of
extra baggage charges during
boarding, officers said on Sun-
day. The army officer also filed a
a counter-complaint alleging
assault, following which an FIR
against the airline staffers has
been registered by the police.

Meanwhile, the Indian army
in a statement said it is fully
cooperating with the authorities
in the investigations into the
case. Stating that it is aware of
the incident, the army empha-
sised its commitment to high
standards of discipline.

A first information report
(FIR) under Section 115 (volun-
tarily causing hurt) of the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) has
been registered against the army
officer of lieutenant colonel rank
posted in Kashmir following
complaint from the private air-

Avideo of the incident was shared widely on social media. Pl

line, alleging that the officer
“grievously assaulted” its
employees at the boarding gate
of flight SG-386 from Srinagar to
Delhi on July 26, officers cited
above said.

The incident was caught on
camera and a video has been
shared widely on social media
showed the enraged army officer
hitting several airline employees
with an iron stand. HT could not
independently verify the veracity
of the video.

The airline issued a detailed
statement about the incident,

saying one of the four victims of
the assault had suffered spinal
injuries. It added that it has initi-
ated the process to place the pas-
senger on the no-fly list in line
with civil aviation regulations.

“Our staff members suffered a
spinal fracture and serious jaw
injuries after being attacked with
punches, repeated kicks and a
queue stand,” the SpiceJet state-
ment said. According to the air-
line, one employee fell uncon-
scious on the floor, but the pas-
senger continued kicking and
hitting the victim.

“Another staff member suf-
fered bleeding from the nose and
mouth after receiving a forceful
kick to the jaw while bending
down to assist the colleague who
had fainted,” it added.

The airline said the passenger
was carrying two pieces of cabin
baggage weighing a total of 16 kg,
more than double the permitted
limitof 7 kg.

“When politely informed of
the excess baggage and asked to
pay the applicable charges, the
passenger refused and forcefully
entered the aerobridge without
completing the boarding process
— a clear violation of aviation
security protocols. He was
escorted back to the gate by a
CISF official,” the statement said,
adding at the gate, the passenger
grew increasingly aggressive,

It could not be immediately
ascertained whether the passen-
ger was detained at the airport
after the incident.

Army spokesperson in Srina-
gar Lt Col MK Sahu acknowl-
edged the incident. “There has
been anincident and the police
have registered an FIR. We are
cooperating in the investiga-

tions,” Sahu said.

Though the airline has not
released the identity of the army
officer involved, officers aware
of the matter said that he was
posted with army warfare school
at Gulmarg.

In a statement, PRO
(Defence), Srinagar said: “The
matter involving an alleged
altercation between an Army
personnel and airline staff at
Srinagar Airport on 26 July 2025
has come to the notice of the
Indian Army. The Indian Army
is committed to uphold highest
standards of discipline and con-
duct and takes all allegations
seriously. Full cooperation is
being extended to the authorities
in investigating the case.”

The army officer has not yet
been arrested, police said.

Station house officer, Bud-
gam, Tauseef Ahmad said an FIR
has been registered in the inci-
dent. "The investigation is going
on,” he added.

SpicelJet also said that it has
initiated the process to place the
passenger on the no-fly list in
accordance with civil aviation
regulations.
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{ MID-AIR VIOLENCE }

INDIGO BANS
PASSENGER FOR
SLAPPING HIS
CO-TRAVELLER

HT Correpondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo has imposed
a flying ban on the passenger who
slapped a co-traveller onboard
the Mumbai-Kolkata flight on Fri-
day.

The incident occurred on flight
GEL38, and after landing, the per-
petrator was handed over to the
security authorities at the Kolkata
airport, an official said on Friday.
The perpetrator was also declared
as unruly.

In a post on X, the airline on
Saturday said that following due
diligence, the incident involving
anunruly customer has been for-
mally reported to the relevant
authorities for necessary action.

“In line with our commitment
to discourage such unruly behav-
iour onboard flights, the individ-
ual has been suspended from fly-
ing on any IndiGo flights, in
accordance with regulatory provi-
sions,” the carrier said.

On Friday, a video clip of the
incident shared on social media
showed a passenger sitting in his
seat suddenly slapping another
passenger on the aisle who
started crying and was moved
away from the spot.

A cabin crew member was
heard telling the passenger on the
seat “don’t do” while another pas-
senger was heard asking why did
he slap and that he does not have
any right to hit anybody.

The man, a native of Cachar
district in Assam, was found inan
ailing condition at a railway sta-
tion in Assam, his family mem-
bers said.
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Air India privatisation a
disaster, says Manish Tewari

Congress leader Manish Tewari has called the
government’s decision to privatise Air India and
transfer its ownership to the Tata Group a
“disaster” over complaints about cancellations
and delays. In a post on X on Friday, Mr. Tewari
described the airline as a “management mess”.
“Government of India should take Air India back
from the Tata Group. They have run the airline
into the ground,” he wrote. He claimed that the
cancellations and delays by Air India were
happening without any explanations. Tata Group
took over Air India in January 2022 after it won
the bid invited by the government for selling its
100% stake in the erstwhile national carrier.
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Army officer assaults 4 Spice]et staff
in Srinagar, one has spinal fracture

Staff flagged excess baggage: Lt Col claims he was harassed

BASHAARAT MASOOD
& AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
SRINAGAR, NEWDELH AUG3

AN ARMY officer has been
booked Er allegedly assaulting
four members of Spacefet’s saff
a Srinagar Inter national Airport.
The airline's szaff were al-
kepedly thrashed after they
asked the officer, Ritesh Kumar
Singh, who was Mying out of
Srinagar, wpay forextra luggage.  Avideograb of the incident at the Srinagar airport
CONTINUEDONPAGER

» Army officer assaults SpiceJet staff in Srinagar

The incident took place onuly
26, and Spicelet issved a state-
ment on Sunday, sying injuries
saifTepedd by thewr staff membersin
the “murdenus assaull” ndude
a spinal fracture

I o stabernent, the Ay said,
*The mater imolving an aleged
alereation between an Ammy per
sonnelard arknestaffat Srmagar
Airparton uly 25 hascome o the
notice of the Indian Army. The
Indsan Aswry is commetted o up-
holding the highest standards of
disciphine and conduer, and takes
allalegzions seriowsly. Fullcoop-
eration s bemng extended to the
authori ties in investigating the
case”

When contacted. Singh, a
Lievtenam Colonel posted at the
High Altitude Warlare Schoolin
Kashrmir's Gulrmarg, said over the
phane, ! have nosmeyto el The
storyis that they harassed me and
prorvoked me, That all.”

Elaborating onthe incident. a
"I'“‘('H spoResperion sdthe -
sault took place at the boanding
gate of flight 5G-386 from
Srimagar to Delhl

“Our sraff e mbers suffensd 3
spmal [rdcure ard Serious ' in-
jiries after being attacked wath
punches, repeated kicks and a

gueve sand. One Spicejet em-
pleyee collapsad unconscicusan
e Moor, but the passerger con-
tinued kicking and hitting the
[aimtod employee Another stall
member sufiered bleeding from
the nevse and mouth alier peoeiy
ing a forefulkick o the jpsehde
bending dovwn to assist The m-
league who had fainted. The in-
jured ermplovees wene nashed (o
the hospital and remain under
rreatrrend for the gnevous injunes
sustained,” the airline said

COTV footage of the modent
shoveed the almport stafTbeing as-
savlived and ore of the mjuinsd he-
ing carmied away on astretcher.

Sccording o Spicejet, the pas-
SEFReTW.BCAMYINg tavo picoes ol
cahin baggage weighing a malof
16 kg “more than double the per -
mitted limital 7 kg™ *When po-
litely indermed of the sioes hag-
gage and asked to pay the
applicable charges, the passenger
refused and forcefully enbered the
aembrdge without completing
thie boarding proces —a deirvi-
olationof aviation secunty proto-
cols Hewas escoried back tothe
gate by a CISF official” the
speoleesperson said. “AL the gate,
thie passenger grevw increasingly
aggressive and physically as

saulted four members of the
Spacejet ground stafl,” the suae-
ment said.

Police have filed two ARsIn
the inddent — one based on a
coimplant from Splcefet pesson-
el and another based ona com
plaint from the Anmy officer.

The first FIR was re gisiered Ln-
der BMS sections 1152 voluniar-
Iy causing hurt ) 351 2){crinenal
Intimudation ) and 131 [orinu nal
st or force ], palice said, and
thar second under BNS sedtions
10, 115 2 hand B3 2% useof Fosre
orvialence by an assembly)

Spuceet i theairkne hasini-
fRated the process (o “place the
passerger on the no-By list inac-
ook ewitheivilaviatio nnggu-
lasons", “Spicefet has written o
the Menistry of (il Mviation, ap-
prising them abowt the murder-
LR RS ||! O s i.'[.1!1 .'Lntl h.f- -
guested appropriate action
against the passenger,” the
Spacefet ypokesperson said *The
aichne has secured the COTV
footage of the incident from the
arport authomties and handed it
o 0 the police. Spacojet Srnghy
condemuns any act of violence
apainst it5 employ ees and will
pursue this rmatier io i fulless le-
sl and regularory condusion,”
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Senior Army officer assaults 4 airline
staffers at Srinagar airport; FIRs filed

Lt Col RK Singh files a counter-complaint with police alleging assault

MPOST BUREAU

SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI:
Police have registered a case
against a senjor Army officer for
allegedly assaulting and injur-
tng four emplovees of a private
airline at the Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport last week, causing
a spinal fractire to one of them,
officials said here on Sunday.

A case under Section 115 of

the BNS has been registered
against Lieutenant Colonel R
K Singh for assaulting employ-
ees of Spicefet airline following
a disagreement over paymenl
of extra baggage charges by the
Army officer on July 26, they

Section 115 of the Bharativa
Wyaya Sanhita (BNS) deals with
the offence of voluntarily caus-
ing hiirt to another person.

Al & o

Soreengrab from a purported
video of the inddent

Lt Col Singh has filed a
counter-complaint with the
police alleging assault, follow-
ing which police have regis-
tered an FIR against the airline
staffers.

The officer, whe is currently
posted at the Army's High Alii-
tude Warfare School (HAWS) at
Gulmarg in Baramulla district,
was o board a Spicefet flight to
Delhi when the incident took
place.

- W e

Asked about the incident,
Army officials said full coop-
eration is being extended to
authorities.

The Army is committed to
uphold the highest standards
ol d.i_lil'_'ll:l].lnf and conduct and
takes all allegations seriously,
PRO (Defence), Srinagar, said
in a statement.

The incident was caught on
camera, and a video that has
gone viral on social media
showed the :.‘IIl‘J.EEd Army
officer hitting several aidine
employees with an iron stand.

The airline issued a detailed
statement about the incident,
saving one of the four victims
of the assault had suffered spi-
nal injuries.

The airline also said it has
initiated the process to place
the passenger on the nu-ﬂ}'

=z .

list in line with civil aviation
regulations.

"A passenger grievously
assaulted four Spicefet employ-
ees al the boarding gate of flight
5G-386 from Srinagar o Delhi
on July 26, 2025, Our staff mem-
bers suffered a spinal fracture
and serious jaw injuries after
being attacked with punches,
repeated kicks and a queue
stand,” the Spicefet stalement
said.

According to the airline, one
employee fell unconscious on
the floor, but the passenger con-
tinued kicking and hitting the
victim. “Another stafl mem-
ber suffered bleeding from the
nose and mouth after receiv-
ing a forceful kick to the jaw
while bending down to assist
the colleague who had fainted,”
it added.
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Alr India thght cancelled due
to ‘high temperature’ in cabin

MUMBAI: A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from Bhubaneswar
was cancelled on Sunda}r due
to “high temperature” in the
aircraft cahin Just prior o its
departure for the destination,
the atrline said in a statement.

Air India did not provide
details such as the number of
people on board the aircraft,
the type of aircraft or even the
time the nL‘IW-EI‘ou‘leI:IJ. !Iighl
was scheduled to take off from
Bhubaneswar.

This was the second incident
ol an Air India llight confront-
ing a technical glitch in a :Ia}'.

This comes amid the avia-
tion safety regulator DGCA
detecting over 100 violations
and observations, with some
of them identified as critical
safety risks, during an audit of
the Tata Grouwp-run private car-
rier, and one of its Boeing 787-8

plane operating its London Gat-
wick flight crashing on a medi-

cal college within minutes of

its take-off on June 12, killing
241 people on board and 19 an
ground.

“Flight A1500 scheduled to
operale from Bhubaneswar to
Delhi on August 3 has been
cancelled due to a technical
issie causing high cabin tem-
perature on Bn.'nu'td Priur toy the
departure” Air India said ina
statement

“Our airport leam th Bhuo-
baneswar is assisting the
tmpacted passengers with alter-
native arrangements Lo ty them

to their destination to Delhi.
We regret the inconvenience
caised,” the airline said.

The tlight, according to flight
u‘a{:king websiie !Ilghimdar14.
com, was to be operated by
an Adrbus A321 aireralt at its
scheduled time of 12.35 pm,
and lared in Delhi at 2.55 pm.

Earlier in the da}'. Adr India
said its flight AT349 scheduled
o rate from Singapore to
C'J'tipntna:i was canccglillfd due
0 @ maintenance task identi-
fied prios o d:pa.rtun:. which
required additional Hme for
rectification.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviaon last week
detected around 100 violations
and observations related (o Adr
India’s Lraining, crew's rest and
duty period norms, and air-
field qua]iﬁn‘llnn, among oth-
ers, sources had said. MPOST
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IndiGo imposes
flying ban on un-
ruly passenger

KOLKATA: IndiGo has imposed
aflying ban on a passenger who
alleged slapped a co-traveller
aboard the Mumbai-Kolkata
flight 6E138 on Friday.

After the flight landed, the
accused was handed over to
security authorities at Kolkata
airport and declared an unruly
passenger.

Avideo of the incident sur-
faced on social media, showing
a man seated by the window
suddenly slapping another pas-
senger standing in the aisle,
who then broke down and
was moved away. A cabin crew
member was heard telling the
seated man, “don’t do,” while
another passenger questioned
the assault, saying he had no
right to hit anyone. One co-
passenger mentioned that the
assaulted man was experienc-
ing a panic attack.

On Saturday, IndiGo con-
firmed on X that the matter had
been reported to the relevant
authorities and the accused was
barred from flying on its flights,
in accordance with regulatory
norms.

The duration of the flying
suspension has not yet been

disclosed. MPOST
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Power system malfunction
prompts cancellation of Al
flight from Bhubaneswar

SLALITHA & ASHISH MEHTA
6 Mew Dot/ B st

THE departure of a Air India
flight from Bhubaneswar to
Delhi on Sunday was cancelled
at the last mrinute due to high
tem perature experienced in-
side the cabin of the stationary
aireralt minutes before depar-
ture. The back-up equipment
inside the plane to rectify the
situation was ot working, said
multiple sourees familiar with
the muatter:

A total of 181 passengers
were supposed to board the
flight. This inei-
dent is one more
in the series of Al
Nights Impacted
due to technical
glitches Inthe kst
twomanths. Flight
Al 500 was sched-
uled to depart at
12.35 pm from Ter-
minal 1 of Biju
Patnaik International Airport
(BPLA) and reach New Delhl at
255 pm, Passengers waiting to
board the Night were tald four
hours later that the Oight had
been cancellad.

An Air India spokesperson
gald In a statement, “Flight
ATSD scheduled to operate
from Bhubaneswar to Delhi on
3 Aupust has been cancelled
due to & technieal lsie causing
high cabin temperature on
ground prior to the departure
Dur girport team in Bhu-
baneswar is assisting the im-

pacted passengers with alter
natlve arrangements to [Iv
them o thelr destinat jon Delhi,
“BPLA Director Prasana Prad-
han too confirmed the incldent
and said, "An Alr India Dight
scheduled to depart from Bho-
baneswar to New Delhl was
cancelled st about 445 pm due
o high cabin tempersture.”
The Auxiliary Power Unit
(APU locatad in the fuselapge of
an airceaft, playvs the role of o
penerator and supplies power
for the aireraft when it i on Che
ground or in some situations
during the flight. Asourcesaid,
"The APU was not
working. Hence,
the temperature
could not be regu-
lated, This resuli-
¢d in cancellation
of the Night .~
Another source
sald, “The main
lenance of the
APU had been
outsoureed to a ground han
diing ageney which handles
ot her maintenance aspects too
for the airdine at the airport. [t
was negligence on thelr part.™
Air India has made arrange-
ments to fIy the passengers by
It Might late on Sunday night
or that operated by other alir-
lines om Monday, “Full refunds
have been given to those who
wanted o cancel thelr tickeis,
*assengers were well taken
care of with accommodation
provided inhotels to those who
needed them,” he said
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Flying Into A Slap

When road rage becomes air rage, it's a whole lot more
dangerous. Every incident must be dealt with firmly

ommercial planes commonly have a cruising altitude of
C 36,000 feet. Loss of temper at that height can set off domino

effects unimaginable on the road or in a train. This is what
flight crew have on their mind when they work to calm any passenger
who loses their wits, The incident on the IndiGo Mumbai-Kolkata
flight on Friday, where a passenger slapped another passenger,
has to be understood in this context. What the SpiceJet crew suffered
at the Srinagar airport a week ago, on the other hand, alarmingly
underlines that not all passengers walk into planes in a civilised
frame of mind in the first place.

With SpiceJet ground crew suffering a spinal fracture and injuries
to the jaw, an army officer has been
charged with “murderousassault™. The
flashpoint was his cabin baggage
exceeding the set weight limit. On
, flights themselves, there are abun-
! danttriggers. Someone leaning their
' seat back into vour knees, not getting
" the meal of your choice, someone’s
" baby being grumpy for loud, long

stretches, being zen through itall ain't easy.
But anything else could be, literally, deadly. One slap, retaliation,
others jumping into the fray, it could all go out of control so easily.
And a planeful of lives would be endangered. Alrtravel is stressful,
no doubt. But that's no excuse at all for breaking the peace.

[n 2023, the number of unruly passengers put on no-fly lists
increased by 78% to108. Again, this data has to be understood in the
context of a very small minority of passengers being able to cause
mass hurt. So, while many road rage cases go unreported, every air
rage case must be filed with police. Not just the ones that cause
injuriesorgo viral. The other thought from all this is that tolerance
for lumpenism in some spaces, means it finally leaks everywhere,
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FIR against Army g
. to put man
officer for assaulting ~ “wws

Spicejet staff in J&K

Tiff Over Cabin
Baggage Turns
Ugly; 4 Injured

Tines NEws NeTwWORK

Srinagar/New Delhi: An
FIR has been filed against an
Army officer posted in north
Kashmir for allegedly assaul-
ting and wounding four Spi-
cedet employees at Srinagar
airport on July 26 after being

» EDIT: Flying Into A Slap

asked to pay for carrying ex-
cess cabin baggage on Flight
S 386 to New Delhi. The wo-
unds included a spinal fractu-
re and serious jaw trauma,
the airline said Sunday,

The officer from High-Al-
titude Warfare School in Gul-
marg unleashed what the air-
line called a “murderous as-
sault” after refusing to pay the
fee. The airline said he was
carrving “two pieces of cabin

PROBE ON: ARMY

> Police files FIR against
officer. Army says case is

under investigation

» Spicelet starts process
to put nfﬁcer on no-fly list

H

Video grab of officer attar king staff

baggage weighing a total of

16kg” —more than double the
TKg limit. He allegedly foreed
his way into the aerobridge
without completing boarding

formalities — a violation of
aviation security protocols —
and was escorted back by a
CISF officer, At the gate, he
turned violent. A video of the
attack has gone viral
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