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LGBI Airport T-2
begins int’l operations

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, July 2; The
Lokpriya Gopinath Bordolo
International (LGBI) Airport
on Thursday commenced
international flight opera-
tions from the newly inau-
gurated Terminal-2, mark-
ing a sigmficant milestone
in the airport’s expansion
and modernisation.

The Guwahati-Paro flight
was the first international
departure from Terminal 2,
while the inaugural interna-
tional arrival was a flight
from Singapore.

To mark the occasion, ar-
riving and departing passen-
gers were accorded a tradi-
tional Assamese welcome,

featurmggamma felicitation,
lamp lighting, cake cutting,
distribution of saplngs and
welcome drinks.

The inaugural event was
attended by representa-
tives of the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF),
Customs, Immigration, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS), airlines and
airport authorities.

Officials said the com-
mencement of internation-
al operations from Terminal
2 1s expected to significant-
ly enhance passenger con-
Venience, Improve opera-
tional efficiency and
strengthen Guwahati's con-
nectivity with international
destinations.
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Funding challenge looms as
govt scales up airport capacity

AKBAR MERCHANT

HMumbai, July 3

THE COUMTRY'S AVIATION
Infrastructure Is entering Its
bigzest expansion cycle yet,
butfundmg the next decadeof
arport development while
ensuring long-term financial
viability will remain the sec

tor's defining challenge.
According to a Brickwork Rat-
ings report, India will require
investmentsofaround ¥3 lakh
crore by 203 (tocreate capac

ity fior 500-600 million pas-
sengers and develop 55-60
new akrpont s Analternateestl-
mate pits the Investment
requirement at €1 .2 lakh crome
toaccommodate an additional
12 (' million passengers acmoss
neardy 30 newairports.

The sector has expanded
rapidiy over the past decade,
with I!hn.- rl|||:l|.|||.-| afl -:ill.'r.i-
tional airports imcreasing to
163 from 74 in 2014. Passen
gertmffic during April-lanuary
FY26 stood at 350,49 million,
comprising 281.78 million
domestlc and 6571 million
international travellers.

MONEY MATTE

uTo develop 55-40 new
airparts, India will require
investments of

23 lakhcr

by 2030

m Currently, number of
operational airports is 143

mTherewene 74 airports
in 2014

According to LATA, Indiaispro-
jected tobecome the world's
third dargest alr passenger
i iheel h].- In!ﬁ, with passes-
germumbens expected toreach
4 80millionby 2036,

The investment pipeline
reflects this growth trajectory.
AsofFY16, 205aiport projects
warth ©3.7 lakh crare are at
variousstagesof development,

inchuding 1 31 projects valoed
at TL5 kh crore that are
under implementation, Over
the past five years, 84 projects
worth €75 000 crore have besn
completed, while another 66
projects worth 85,000 crore
have beenannounced. Projects
valuedat T47,000 are xpected
to be commisstoned betwesn
FY27 and FY19. Key develop-
menis inchide the Bavi Mum-
bai, Pune, Jewar, Sriperum
budur and Bhiwadi alrports,
along with mpaaty expansion
pmjects at Bengaluru, Delhi
and Hydembad airports,

Despite the sizeablecapital
expend iure, Brickwork Rat
ings expects the sector's credit
outlook to remain “stable”
through F¥27, supported by
structural growth in passenger
traffic,a robust greenfield alr-
pon pipelineand deleveraging
|1:|.I A || if operalors, "Thesee-
tor's credit trajectory through
FY27 is expected to remain
Stable, underpinned by struc
tural passenger growth, an
active greenfield pipeline, and
deleveraging at major opera-
tors,” the report said
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Assam pushes aviation expansion as CM seeks
faster approval for Silchar Greenfield Aerort

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Assam has stepped up
efforts to expand its aviation
infrastructure, with Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma urging the Centre to
expedite approval for the
proposed greenfield airport
at Silchar during a meeting
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
Kinjarapu on Thursday.

The meeting, held at the
Union Minister's office in
Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan,
focused on accelerating
key aviation projects
aimed at strengthening air
connectivity and position-
ing Assam as a major avi-
ation and logistics hub in
the Northeast.

According to the Chief
Minister, discussions
covered the status of six
proposed greenfield air-
ports in the state at Silchar,
Manas, Umrangso, Majuli,
Diphu, and Charaideo,
along with a proposed
heliport at Haflong.

Sarma said the state

Govemnment has completed
most of the preparatory work
for the Silchar airport project
and requested the Ministry of
Civil Aviation to fast-track
the approval process so that
construction can move
forward without delay.

For the remaining pro-
posed airports, both sides
agreed to expedite pre-fea-
sibility studies to enable the
projects to progress to the
next stage at the earliest.
The meeting also reviewed
the ongoing expansion of
Rupsi Airport, which has
become an important
regional aviation facility
serving western Assam.

Speaking after the
meeting, Sarma said the
state Government views avi-
ation infrastructure as a key
driver of economic growth,
adding that improved air
connectivity would not only
enhance passenger move-
ment but also strengthen
logistics, boost tourism,
improve access to remote
regions and create new
investment opportunities.

The proposed greenfield
airports are expected to sig-
nificantly improve region-
al connectivity and support
Assam’s broader strategy of
emerging as a transporta-
tion and logistics gateway
for Northeast India.
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Hit by operational headwinds,
SpiceJet slashes flights by 447

AIR POCKETS. Airline returns leased alrcraft; fleet reduction impacting perfarmance

Sploeder has scheduled #4

r cent fewer flights ln July
ﬁm ared 10 Aplﬁ'}ﬂn amid a
tough operating  envicon-
ment and remum of wer
leased alreraft.

In faect, the airline's oper-
ating fleet size has shrunk
around 12-13 plines com-
pared to over 30 a few
mionths ago and this has res-

ulted in temporary suspen-
slon of se s o several
destinations uauludlﬁ
Chennal, Guwaharl

Varanask.

Data from aviation analyt-
fes company Chrium show
that Spicelet has scheduled
233 in July com-

pared 1o 4156 In Apell —
which marks the star of its

JIIIH"llh

PARING CAPACITY. Fleet size has shrunk to 12-13 planes

from ower 30 a month ago

summer schedule.

OPFERATIONS DECLINE
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation dara show a decline
in actual operastions with
2956 schedoled departares
in May compared to 4,812 in
Janary.

The reduction took place

as the airline began return-
ing leased planes. Ar the
same time, an [ncrease in jet
fuel price and depreciaring
rupee made operating envie-
onment tougher.

Fleer reduction has im-
pacted the aitline’s on-time
performance too and, on
punctuality, Spiceler ranks

below ite competitors. An in-
dustry analyst polnted our
that Speceler schedules are
desimed for more alrcraf
than what the airline has at
present resulting in delays
across the nerwork. Pagsen-
ger ire gainst the airine is
mvning,

MAINTENANCE CHECKS
“Some of owr alreraft are cur-
rently undergoing scheduled
maintenance. We expect
three alreraft n.'r]ul:nn in July,
followed bv two AIEHI
upon completion of

maintenance checks, and a
further two atreraft each in
Eﬁember and October.” he

&

“Inaddition, we plan toin-
duct Idabreraft eachin Ocro-
ber and Movember under
lease  arrangements" he
added.
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Spiceet’s retreat from Chennai hits passenger traffic and air cargo

E—
T E Raja Simhan
Chiinad

The near-complete withdrasal
of Spice et fram Chernss has
not onfy reduced competition in
the city's damestic aviation
mariet and pushed up srfares
but has also disrupbed air cargn
movement, particudary to
destinations insouthern Tami
Madu industry staieholders
sl

About adecade back,
Chennai airpart was one of
Splcelet's bey cperational bates,
with over 25 daily flights.

Ewenuntil April this year, the
airline operabed 12 daly fights
connecting Chenrewith
dhmedabad, Mumiai Kolkata,
Kochi, Hyderahad, Shsmogga,
Pure and Bengnburu.

Those services have now besn
sepended 25 the airline grapples
with hriarcial and cperational
chaflerges, includingascradt
shortages and refiance on
wed-eaned nincraft, sources saif

FLIGHT MAINTENANCE
Spice ket said the sLspersion s
temparary and flights to Thenrai
will resume in October after
scheduled maintenance,

The afine’s abience has |=ft
IndiGa with 2 dominant pesition
onseveral domestc rowtes from
Chenns, with Air India providing
imited competition

Traved agents say the reduced
competition b transfated o
higher tachet prices, particularky
on roaites where Spice tet had
traciticnally offered lowes fares.

“There iswirtually no
competition nov, o fares have

mcreased Many middie-income
travedlers are fiying only when
almoitely necessary and s
mcreasangly choosing road or
rail trasmsport,” said Devadd, a
Chenna-hased travel sgent

Industryobservers said the
impact exterds beyord
passenger trnel

AIR CARGO
Spice let’s passenger aircraft
cartied substantial vohumes of
bely cargo, especially shipmerts
destined for sauthern Tamil
Madu With the aidfine's services
simpended, mrichof this carga
s shitted toroad trangport,
InCreasig trandit time and
logrtcs tost for busneiied.
Air cargo operators s
bely-hold capacity i critical for
tranaposing tme-termitie
consgrments such as

enginesring componeits,
pharmaceuticals, sbactronics
and pershables, J Krishran of
Natesa hyer LLC, sad.

HIGHER FREIGHT
Thes boss af scheduled passangsr
flights bas reduced avadable
cargo capacity from Chennai,
forcing sbsppers either to pay
higher freight rates anthe
remaining airfines or switchiio
showesr surface tramsport, b=
addded

With Chennais aviation
mariet beooming ircnesarghy
concentrated infavowr of
irndiGao, mdustny experts befieve
both passenger fares and air
freight rates could femain
evated untill Spice et restares.
senvices or other ariines add
capacity on ey damestic
routes.
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Aiir India slashes fuel surcharge for
Australia, North America, Europe flights

Prln- Trust of india
B Dulhi

Air Indis has eur fuel sur-
charge for flights 1o Naorth
Amieriea, Australls, Europe,
and the UK az ol prices eased
in recent weeks, according o
SOUFCES.

The airline anmounced the
fel surcharge on April 7
amid a4 surge in ofl and jer
fisel prices due to the Weaat
Asia conflict. The higher

eosts and alrspace curbs had
pushed up operational ex-
penses for the airline.

Fuel surcharge for North
Ameerica and Anstralia £
have been cur o S200 from
8280 per teker and that for
Eurppe and the UK services
have been reduced wo $125
from £203, the sources sald
on Thursday,

FUEL SURCHARGES
The revized fuel surcharges
are effective from July 1, the

sources said. Fuel surcharges
for other International
flights and domestic services
of the airline remaln un-

ed. Fuel suscharges for
M America, Australia
Europe, and the UK fiights
had come ingo foree from
April 10. On April 7, the Air
Indka Group announced fuel
surcharges ranging from $24
o 5280 for international
flights except certaln rowtes,
and 299 o RO for do-
mesthe fights,
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Air India and Singapore Airlines
subsidiary to set up MRO unit

AVIATION AMBITION. The partnership aims to strengthen India’s position in the global aerospace ecosystem

Dur Bureau
Musmbas

Air India and the engineering
arm of Singapore Airlines
have signed an Mol to et up
& joint venture maintenance
repair and overhanl  unit
(MRO),

While the two airlines col-
leborate in engineering and
commercial aspects, the
planned MRO would cater to
third-party business.

At present, MROs owned
by i, GMR and govern-
ment-owned Al Engineering
Services Limited ({AIESL)
privide third-party services
to Indian and overseas

The Mol was signed on
Friday by Air India Chief Ex-

OPERATIOMAL EDGE. Air India hopes to tap SIAEC's technical
expertise to bolster its established airfine operations network

ecutive  Officer  Campbell
Wilson and S1A Engineering
Company (SIAEC) CED
Chin Yau Seng.

JOINT VENTLUHRE

Air India hopes to tap 51-
AEC's technical expertise to
bolster it's established air-
line operations network and
develop & world-class MRO

ccosystem in India.

“This collaboration could
include the potential forma-
tion of an MRO joint venture
in India, serving the increas-
ing needs of the Indian and
regional avistion markets,”
the companies announced
today.

Air India is developing in-
house capabilities while rely-

ing on its former subsidiary
AIESL for its engineering

rt.

TE;:: government  had
earlier initiated steps to di-
vest its stake in AIESL. Road
shows werne held for purpose
of divestment but the pro-

al was put in abevance.
Lrppﬁlu.di& a.rI::l Sing;pur}l:nﬁir-
lines didn't comment on par-
mﬁl:ﬂg in the possible

MRO ECOSYSTEM

“India is one of the world’s
fastest-growi avistion
markets, and continued
development of its MRO
capahilitics will be an im-
portant step in strengthen-
ing its position within the
global acrospace ecosystem.
Through this MOU, we look
forward to exploring how SI-

AECs techmical expertise
can support the progressive
build-up uI'I-::Eu'hi]i:I:ic: and
capecity in in, alongside
pur ongoing partmership

with Air Indim,” said Chin
Yau Seng.

RAPID GROWTH

“India’s rapid  aviation

growth is dnving the need
for a stronger, more self-reli-
ant MRO ecosystem within
the country. As fleet sizes ex-
d and o ions scale
E;Jj dmiuphp'lga]l:tsl main
tenance capacity will be im-
portant to support ctfi-
ciency, resilience  and
long-term growth. Partmer-
5hi§s such as this can play a
constructive role in enabling
that broader direction and
developing India as a global
aviation hub," Wilson said.
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Domestic travel boosts air passenger traffic recovery

]
T E Raja Simhan
Chennal

India’s total air passenger
traffic remained resilient in
May recovering from two
manths of the West Asia war-
induced slump.

Diespite a decline in inter-
nationzl travel, strong do-
mestic demand helped in
overall growth of over 4 per
centin total traffic.

Data from the Airports
Authority of India (AIT)
show that total passenger
traffic across Indian airports
rose 4.5 per cent year-on-
year to 3.69 Crore passcngers
in May 2026, compared with
3.53 crore a year carlier. Do-
mestic travel expanded 7.5
per cent, while international

Bouncing back jseme

Lhie 4 irfermodiong)
Rank  Airport May 2025 May 2006 oy charge
L1 Dl 6245600 71,566,161 14.7
a Mumbal 456,18.021 45, 73,609 -1
(1] Bengalury 38.62.571 40,165,820 4
(4] Hyderahad  27.91.094 26.49.700 -B&
[5] Chennal 041215 15,04,258 =h7

Smarce: Alpans Authonty of Insla

passengrer traffic contracted
9.1 percent.

STABILITY TRAVEL

The deterioration in over-
seas traffic coincided with
escalatin opolitical ten-
sI0ns mﬁr:f:ax which dis-
rupted  flight  schedubes,
forced airspace closures and
re-routing, and led several
gitlines to curtail services to

destinations in the Gulf and
Europe. International pas-
senger traffic fell to 61.48
lakh passengers in May 2026
fromB7.62 15;11-,,;. May 2025,

The decline marked the
third consecutive month of
contraction and followed a
16.1 per cent y-o-y drop in
April and sn 185 per cent y-
o~y fall in March, indicating
that the impact of the re-

Deterioration

in overseas
passenger traffic
coincided with the
escalating
geopolitical
tensions in West
Asia for the past
three months

gional conflict has persisted
over several months.

Domestic traffic, however,
pmndrd stability to the @vi-
ation sector.

Passenger numbers in-
creased to 3.08 crore in May
from 2.86 crore a year carlier.

The AAl data indicated a

widening gap among India's

busiest  mirports.  Delhi
strengthened its position as
the country’s largest airport
with robust  double-digit
growth, while Mumbai re-
tained the second spot des-

ite a marginal decline in
]Eiassrngcra::-glrsﬂir. Bengaluru
consolidated its position as
thie third busiest airport with
steady growth, whereas Hy-
dersbad and Chemmai —
fourth and fifth respectively
— recorded decline 1o traffic.

The trend marks a reversal
from the beginning of the
financial year when both do-
mestic and  international
travel were expanding. In
January, international pas-
senger traffic grew 7.1 per
cent, while domestic traffic
increased 33 per  cent
Growth moderated in Febru-

ary before turning sharply
negative from March.

“The situstion in the Gulf
has significantly impacted
travel and tourism. It began
Jjust as the peak summer holi-
day seasom was about to
start. Initially, many travel-
lers put their plans on hold,
hupmfha conditions  would
normalise soon. However, as
the situstion prolonged, nu-
merous  people  cancelled
their long-awaited holidays,”
said Vinod Kumar, Manager
Sales — South India, STIC
Travel Group.

Fortunately, younger trav-
ellers continue to travel as
usual, which is keeping us
busy. We remain hopeful
that conditions will steadily
improve in the coming days,
he saad.
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UDAN Flights Discontinued on
50% of Routes Launched So Far

Just 336 of 669
UDAN routes remain
active despite 9,500 cr
in public spending

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India’s ambitious re-
gional air connectivity scheme is
facing a daunting challenge, with
commercial flights discontinued
onnearly half therouteslaunched
so far, even as the government un-
veils the second phase of the pro-
gramme Saturday. This undersco-
res the formidable task of connec-
ting remote and unviable routes
despite a significant push by the
government.

Of the 669 routes made operatio-
nal since the Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik (UDAN) scheme started in
2017, commercial flights are cur-
rently operational on only 336, ac-
cording todatareviewed by ET.

The government has spent near-
ly %4,700 crore subsidising airli-
nes inreturn for discounted airfa-
restostimulate demand, and anot-
her 4,800 crore building infrast-
ructure at remote airports.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will unveil the second phase of
UDAN, under which the govern-
ment has significantly increased
the outlay to¥28,840 crore. Of this,
%10,000 crore will go towards sub-
sidies, with the subsidy period ex-
tended to five years from three.

Airline and helicopter operators
are pushing for easier access to
metro airports and relaxed rules
at smaller airfields in the sche-

UDAN Hits Turbulence

Budgetary Support for UDAN 2.0

Govt Support in Phase 1
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me’s second phase.

Many smaller carriers that initi-
ally operated these routes have
since gone bankrupt or curtailed
operations. Others turned unvi-
able once the three-year subsidy
period ended.

Two airports in Karnataka — Bi-
dar and Kalaburagi — which had
daily flights operated by regional
carrier Star Air, fell off the net-
work once the three-year subsidy
was exhausted.

“Major gateway airports like Del-
hi and Mumbai should support re-
gional carriersfor the schemeto ha-
ve full impact,” said Manoj Chacko,
MD and CEO at Fly91, which opera-
tes a six-aircraft fleet connecting
UDAN airports such as Sindhu-
durg and Jalgaon. “To develop a vi-
able network, it is important for an
airline of my size to have connecti-
vity withamajor airport.”

Executives at other regional car-
riers told ET that timely airport
preparedness remains a major
hurdletostartingregional flights.
Many remote airstrips identified
for development into public-use
airports haven't been upgraded

due to regulatory bottlenecks and
high compliance costs.

“For smaller airlines, who are
substantial players in remote con-
nectivity, they cannot start flights
despite receiving permission due
to airport unreadiness,” said the
CEO of an airline operating 20-se-
ater planes. “It becomes a big fi-
nancial burden”.

Regional carriers also face chal-
lenges in securing planes as air-
craft leasing companies remain
cautious. Vishokh Mansingh, fo-
under-CEQ at Vman Aero Servi-
ces, which has advised many airli-
ne start-ups, said states should
provide aircraft to smaller opera-
tors on lease to help them start
operations.

Government officials said the re-
vamped scheme's structure addres-
sesthese problems. “The subsidy pe-
riod has been extended from three to
five yearsto give more supporttoair-
lines,” an official said.

Anadditional%2,577 crore hasbe-
en set aside for airport mainte-
nance in early yvears, when pas-
senger traffic is too thin for air-
ports to be self-sustaining.
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Al Exp flies to
W Asia again
Air India Express on
Thursday restored ser-
vices to all destinations
across its West Asia net-
work, including flights to

Oman and Kuwalit. The air-

line now operates around
780 weekly fiights, con-
necting 18 Indian cities di-
rectly with destinations
across West Asia.
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Air India cuts fuel surcharges
for some international flights

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Air India has reduced
fuel surcharges for flights to North
America, Australia, Europe and
the UK, reversing part of the hike it
had announced in April following
the West Asia conflict, as oil prices
have eased in recent weeks,
according to airline officials.

The revised fuel surcharges
came into effect on July L

As per them, the fuel surchar-
ges for flights to North America
and Australia have been reduced
to $200 per ticket from $280, while
those for services to Europe and
the UK have been cut to § 125 from
$205, an official said on Thursday.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
accounts for around 407 of an air-
line’s total operating costs.

On April 7, the Air India Group
had announced fuel surcharges
ranging from $24 to $280 for inter-
national flights, except on certain
routes, and from 3299 to 899 for
domestic flights.

The airline had introduced the
surcharge following a spike in jet
fuel prices triggered by the West
Asia conflict. Higher fuel costs and
its operating expenses.

Speaking on the impact, Ajay
Prakash, former president of
Travel Agents Federation of India
(TAFT), said, “After the West Asia
crisis, people have been travelling

when they needed to, so I don't
think it made a huge difference to
traffic. However, people weren't
really looking to travel unless they
absolutely had to or had booked in
advance.” “...whatever the reason,
as far as we are concerned, it'sa
welcome move because airlines
are very quick to increase fuel sur-
charges but very slow to reduce...”
An industry insider, request-
ing anonymity, said, “1 would
have expected that if you are
reducing or decreasing the fuel
surcharge, it should have hap-
pened across the routes... What
about the Far East? What about
the Middle East? You are using
fuel to fly there as well. So I can-
notunderstand the logic...”
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Airlines shun 10K cr aviation
fuel subsidy as fuel prices fall

The scheme was voluntary, and airlines were to sign agreements with
oil marketing cos to avail of the capped price of about Rs 115 per litre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Rs 10,000-
crore jet fuel price stabilisation
programme has failed to take
off, with no airline signing up
for the scheme as a decline in
international oil prices eroded
its appeal, sources said.

The Union Cabinet last
month approved a one-time
Rs 10,000-crore scheme to com-
pensate state-owned fuel retail-
ers for selling aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) to airlines at capped
prices for upto three years, aim-
ing to shield carriers from surg-
ing fuel costs triggered by the
West Asia crisis.

The scheme was voluntary,
and airlines were to sign agree-
ments with oil marketing com-
panies to avail of the capped
price of about Rs 115 per litre.
However, no airline has signed
up for the scheme so far, sources
said.

This could possibly be
because international oil prices
started to fall around mid-June,
making the capped price unat-
tractive. On July 1, aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices in fact
dropped to Rs 110 per litre from
Rs 115 rate that was announced
on June 9.

Under the wvoluntary
scheme, participating airlines
were to pay a fixed free-on-
board (FOB) benchmark price
of Rs 86.32 per litre, plus airport
charges, oil company margins
and applicable taxes, resulting
in an effective selling price of Rs
115 per litre in Delhi, Rs 114.5
in Mumbai and Rs 139 in Chen-

On July 1, ATF prices in fact dropped to
Rs 110/litre from Rs 115 rate that was
announced on June 9. Market-linked ATF
prices were around Rs 142 /litre when the
scheme was announced on June 3

Highlights

» The 5d1&me was
announced to give
airlines clarity on
fuel prices

#» Those opting into the
price stabilisation
scheme were to continue
to receive ATF at Rs
115 per litre for upto
three years, insulated
from global benchmark
fluctuations

» ATF typically accounts
for 40% of dirline
operating expenses &
can rise to around 60
per cent during period
of sharp volatility

nai. Airlines that do not opt for
the scheme are to pay market-
linked prices.

Sources said market-linked
ATF prices were around Rs 142
per litre when the scheme was
announced on June 3. However,
prices have since softened fol-
lowing an interim peace deal
between the US and Iran, easing
concerns over potential supply
disruptions through the Strait of
Hormuz, a key global oil ship-
ping route.

The scheme was announced
to give airlines clarity on fuel
prices. Those opting into the
price stabilisation scheme were
to continue to receive ATF at
Rs 115 per litre for upto three
years, insulated from global

benchmark fluctuations. While
non-participating carriers will
benefit from price declines, they
also face higher costs when
international rates rise.
Sources said the scheme was
completely voluntary, and air-
lines had to make a call if they
wanted to participate in it.
With no airlines signing up,
the scheme has not technically
been put in motion, they said.
When the government
announced the capped ATF
price of Rs 115 per litre, the pre-
vailing retail price in Delhi was
about Rs 105 per litre, a level
that had remained unchanged
since April after only a par-
tial pass-through of higher
global fuel costs triggered by

the outbreak of the West Asia
conflict in late February. The
price freeze resulted in losses
for state-owned oil marketing
companies on aviation turbine
fuel, adding to under-recover-
ies on petrol, diesel and LPG,
sources said.

To address these losses, the
Union Cabinet had approved a
Rs 10,000-crore price stabilisa-
tion scheme aimed at capping
ATF prices and shielding air-
lines from volatility linked to
geopolitical tensions, while also
supporting the financial health
of state-owned oil companies.

Under the scheme, when-
ever global benchmark prices
rose above the base rate of Rs
86.32, the government was to

provide an interest-free advance
to oil marketing companies to
cover the difference. When
prices fell, the differential was
to be recovered from the com-
panies and returned to the Con-
solidated Fund of India.

ATF typically accounts for
about 40 per cent of airline
operating expenses and can rise
to as much as 60 per cent dur-
ing periods of sharp volatility.

Sources said international
jet fuel prices had climbed to
as high as Rs 142 per litre in
May from pre-war rates of Rs
60.50 per litre, raising concerns
over airline operating costs and
potential fare increases.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CHANGE OF NAME

I, Joshnara Bibi alias Jyotna
W/O Azad Ali , D/O Md
Tafizuddin Mia R/o NO186,

Uttarpara, Davlatpur, PO:
Bansdel  Daulatpur, Disk
Malda, West Bengal -

732125, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Joshnara Khatun.,

I, ManojRavat /0 Mahendra
Ravat, R/o 308/A, Rabindra
Sarani, VIC; Beadon Street,
PO: Beadon Street, Sub
District:  Kolkata,  District
Kolkata, State: West Bengal
- 700006, have changed my
name and shall herecfter be
Known as Manaj Singh.

I, Sona Mudi alias Sanatan
Alieedl © Y Dsdos! Abkiced! D Fm
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Al Express
resumes all

flights to
West Asia

M

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express on Thursday said
it has restored services to
all destinations in the West
Asia network, with flights
set to commence to Oman
and Kuwait.

The Tata Group-owned
airline had suspended ser-
vices to certain West Asia
destinations in the wake of
the conflict in the region.

Currently, the carrier
operates around 780 weekly
flights between India and
West Asia connecting 18
Indian cities directly with
the region.

With resumption of ser-
vices to in Oman
and Kuwait, connectivity
toall destinations across the
West Asia network has been
restored, the airline said in
a release.

“Flights  on the
Kozhikode-Salalah route
will resume from 2 July. Ser-
vices between Kozhikode
and Kuwait will resume
from 3 July, while flights
between Bengaluru and
Kuwait will begin from
4 July, with frequencies
increasing in phases over
the coming days," it said. i
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Pvt jet firms seek changes in crew flying hours

5 LALITHA & New Deihi -

PRIVATE jet operators across
the country have requesiod the
aviation regulator, the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), to put in place flying
hours for the cockpit crew in
line with global standards.
The DGCA recently under-
took a review meoting with the
operators. The Business Alr-
craft Operators Association
(BAOAY which has 115 private
and non-scheduled operators as
its members, ook part in the
mesting. “A review meeting
was held with the BAOA in
which they requested for sepa-
rate Flight Duty Time Limita-
tion (FDTL) for their crew whio
fly their aircraft,” a DGCA
gource told this newspaper:
For private jet crew opera-
tors, a maximum of 8 hours of
total flving time is permitted
per day, as per the DGCA's rules.
A minimum of 10 consecutive
hours of rest is mandatory
within a 24-hour period while a
maximum of two consecutive
night duties and two night land-
ings per week are permittoed.
Extonsion of Diversion Time
Operations (a set of regulations

which decide how far passen-
ger aircraft can fly from an al-
ternate aircraft) for Nights to
120 minutes from the existing
90 minutes too was discussed, it
is learnt. Group Captain R K
Bali (retd), Managing Director
of BADA, said, “India's eco-
nomic boom has ensured that
we are among the fastest in the
world when it comes to busi-
ness aviation. We have around
500 such aircraft and the scope
is huge in this sector: High Net-
worth Individuals (HNI) in par-
ticular are keen on using then.
Hence, we have asked DGCA
for a rationalisation of FDTL
norms and align them with in-
ternational standards. We are

very keen this is being imple-
mented with priority given to
adequate safety norms.”

Long-range aircraft, which
would be deploved by corporate
houses, to Oy from Delhi or
Mumbai to a city abroad will
require a different operational
schedule for pilots. “Hence, we
requesied for the rationaliza-
tion,” he said.

A committes has been consti-
tuted by the regulator Lo exam-
ine the propoesal mooted by pri-
vate operators. “We have met
with the members of the com-
mittee and spelt out our re-
guirements,” Bali added.

A top aviation official said
there is enormaous potential for

Minimum 10 consecutive
hours of rest mandatory

For private jet crew operators,

a maximiem of 8 hours of total
flylng time is permitted per day.
as per DGCA'S rules. & minimum of
10 eonsecutive hours of rest |s
mandatory within a 24-hour
period while a maximum of twa
consecutive night duties and two
night landings per wesek are
permitied. Extension of Diversion
Time Operations was discussed.

helicopters and other private
aircraft in the countrv. “Mobey
isnot a problem anvmore in In-
dia which was the case in the
past. However, what really ails
this sector is the acute shortage
of trained pilots. Most of the
helicopters in the country are
today operated by former or re-
tired porsonnel from the de-
fence sector. The need o rain
pilots on the smaller aircraft
need to be undertaken on a war
footing by the government to
take advantage of the enor-
mous potential this sector of-
fers,"” he said. The country
would require up to 3,000
helicopters in future, the offi-
cial added.
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Al Express
to resume
Kuwait,
Oman flights

New Delhi: Aty India Expross
on Thursday sald it has re-
stored services to all destina-
ions in the West Asia network,
with flights set to commence
to Oman and Euwalt. The Tata
Grovp-owned abrline had sus-
pended services to certaln West
Asla destinations in the wake
of theconflict in the reghon.
The carrier operates
around 780 weekly flights be-
twiain Il and West Asla, con-
neciing 18 Indlan cides direcly
with the reglon, With the re-
sumption of services to Salalah
In Cman and Euwalt, connec-
HVIty to all destinations Acrss
thia Wisst Asta network has been
restored, e alrline sald.
“Fllghts on the

SERVICES RESTORED

Eozhikode-Salalah route will
resume from July . Services
between Kozhikode and Ku-
walt will resume from July
3, while Rights between Ben-
galurn and Kuowalt will begin
from July 4, with frequencles
Increasing in phases over the
coming days,” Jtsuld.

Fuel surcharge cut

Alr Tnila has eut fuel sur-
charges for fllghts to North
America, Australla, Europe
and the UK, according to
sources, Fuel surcharge for
North America and Austral-
1a flights has Deen CUt t §300
from £280 per tcket, and that
for Europe and the UK re-
iea to £125 from §305. Fm
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