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Amitabh Kant joins
IndiGo board

Mumbaii InterGiobe Aviation

whn:_l:lu|:||_-:.|:-e", Irclitze, bsdia's
largest domestic airline, has
appointed former bureauoral
Amitabh Kant 25 anon
executive director on its board
Until recantly, kant, an 145
afficer of 1980 cadra, tervad as
# G20 Sherpa, He stepped

down from the role last month
CILW sy
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Airport lounges turn battlegrounds for traveller loyalty

No need for intermediaries, says Adani Group after DreamFolks accuses airports of pressure tactics

Anepsh Phadnis
Lt e

Alrport lounges seem 1o be
becoming the new lattle-
und for traveller lovaloy
'he firgr salvo was fired on
Wednesday by DreamFolks
Liberatha Peter

Kallat, who accused twro ma-
jor airport operators of
"pressurising™  banks 1o
partner  with them for

providing lounge access 1o
their ﬂrrls-lmlders.

Om  Thu . in  a
Linkedin posr, fof Exec-
utive Officer of the Adani

s aimports busingss
Euﬂﬂmw?m the group
was providing passengers
direct access to airport
loungres through its plat-
form, thanks o digival in-
nowations, and there was no
need for intermediarics.

Orver the vears, banks and
credit card  issuers  hove
been offering ai
NCONER 0% iﬁwmhm““ﬁ
holders. DreamPFolks, which

LEVERAGING TECH. Adani Graup is providing passengers

direct access to :irpnrrlmlng_ns thl'nrugh its {E—girnl pL'lH‘nrrq

iz a travel and lifestyle ag-
gregaren, integrates founge
operators with banks, card
networks and corporate cli-
ents, facilitating customer
access oo airport lounges,
among others.

UNDER PRESSURE

Mow, with airport operakors
developing their own solu-
tions and collaborating with
hanks, DreamPolks" bBusi-
ness model has come under
pressure, On Wednesday,
Kallat said airports are in-
dulging in pressurs tactics
but did not name any opee-

ator. Thiswas afterthe com-
pany announced  disoon-
tinuatien of certain lounge
ACe8s g of Axis
Bank and ICICT Bank trom
July L The company's stock
declined over 2 per cent on
Thursday, its second con-
secutive Gl

In his post, Bansal suid
the Adani Group had
brought the same spint of
imnovarion like fintech com-
panies that have eliminared
the need for middlemen
ACTOSE SECTOTS.
across India can now nocess

loumpes  directly  through

our platform in partnership
with other lounge operat
org, This means no interme-
diaries, and scamless world
clags experience delivered
directly to our consumers,”
Banaal wrote.

“In today’s  tech-driven
world, only those compan-
ies that can disrupt them:
sedves will survive. The rest

will dissppear,” he added,

DIRECT PARTWNEHRSHIFP
The Adani Group  runs
scven  airports,  which
hamdled 944 milllon
sengers in FY25. While the
Group did not comment on
the DreamPolks promoter’s
allegations, it said banks
and airport operators had
been working together for a
covisiderable time o lm-
prove industry standards, A
direct partnership berwoen
banks and huugepnpemmm
would offer customers en-
hanced services and lounge
ERpeTiEnCes, it said,

Alsn read p?
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IndiGo, Al Express among
10 lowest carbon emitters

L
Oir Bairasis
Mumbe

IndiCea and Adr Tndi Express
have been ranked Sth and
1ith in a global list of lowest
carbon-emitting airlines.

The study, prepared by
wiarion  amalytics  firm
Cirtuem, analysed carbon di-
e emissions per availuble
segt kilometre (ASKD, an awi
ation industry metric that
MIEASUNEE PASSENEET Capacity
of an airline.

Wizz Air of Hungary
ranked first among major air-
lises with an industey low
ermssion of 53.9 g of curbon
dioxide per ASK in 2024, Tn
diGo and Air India Express
recorded emissions of 582 ¢
and &0L.5 g per ASKE, respoct-
prely, in 2024,

Frongier Alflimes of LIS
and Pegasus of Turkiye were

secorrd and third in

the global review,

The top-ranked airlines
operate young fuel efficient
airceaft (like Alrbus
A320Men) und wse high
denszity cabin comfigurations,
spri:u:iin,ﬂ CIMissions  over
morg passengers, Among the
I0 major airlines, IndiGos
fleet is the woungest with an
average werghted age of 4.]
VEILs,

In the case of Air India Ex
rlrt-ﬂﬁ.i'r i% 6.9 years,
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Delhi-Washington Al flight
terminated in Vienna
—

Mumbai: An Air India flight from
Delhi to Washington, which
took off on July 2, could not
complete its journey after it
developed a techrical giitch
during a scheduled refuelling
stopover in Vienna, the Tata
Group-owned airline said on
Thursday. Consequently, its
return flight from Washington
to Delhi, scheduled on July 2,
was also cancelled. sn
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Amitabh Kantsetto
join IndiGo board as
non-executive director

DEEPAK PATEL
bekerwe Dl 3 fudy

Interlohe Aviation, the parent company of
ImdiGao, has appointed former MITT Aayog CEOQ
Aamitahh Kant as a non-executive director on its
board, the ailine said inastatementon Thursdasy,
Kant, a retired Indian Administrative Service
(1A5) officer of the 1980 Keralz cadre, has held sev-
eral senior positions in the Indian government.
Most recently, be served as India's G2 Sherpa
during the country’s presi-
dency. He plaved a key
rode indrafting the New
Delhi Leaders’ Declar-
ationin September 2023,
Kant said, “In under
owo decades, Indilzo has
transformed alr travel.
With its scale, efficiency,
and internationa] ambi
thon, IndiGoe will open
up new markes for
India anmd trans-
form airportsinto
ot hihs *
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5 domestic flights for Hyd
diverted due to heavy rain

0L CORRESPOMDENT
HYQERABAD, RELY 2

Several domestle Nights
bound  for  Hyderahad
were diverted o gearby
cities an Tuesday due tn
heavy rain and poor
weniher conditinns, One
lilernallonal Qighlt was
alzo cancelled diss o haxd
weather in s cily of ord
gim.

& motal af five IndiGno
Mights wore diverted.
Filpghi €E &= [rom
Bengalury was sent to
Vijmynwla, while flighds
6E 528 firem Kolkata, 68

G [rom Lucknow, GE 471 Pepple seen shoppling for raincoats during l'hne :mstag;::

et Malpir amil 685 S5A
B Bl Do drizzle at Ameprpet on Wednasday,

rerouied to Beopalura.

Aqrpart Melelasaul the  Tve ol the divected Rghts rantly nErmial
diversions were carried were brought back o Meanwhile, Salam Alr's
oul for passenger gafely IIvderabad apd lasdsd  inlernational Oight OV

"Thie Mights could ok lannd  =sfely,” th= official 735 from Muoscat o
in Hyderahad doue ta had  explained. Hyderahad was cancellnd
weather conditbons. Omce fficials added thol oo Teeslay right due o

the weathar improved, [Rght opsrations are cur-  bad weather in Muaseat
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SpiceJet window frame dislodges
mid-air; No passenger risk, says airline

TG NETWT ==

A window frame of Spice
Jet's nircraft operating its
Misghn 1o Pane from Goa was
Eovwanwl ol bbb gesth ] -k Bt
there was noimpact on pos
sengera dafieny the alrline
waitd cm Wil nesclay.

Thie Framse was fxed omee
the mireraft Bnded af the
next [Punel afrpwan, (0 ac-
cordance wilh stamdard
maintenance procedures,
the airline said in & stae-
nwal

Spievjet, however, dis] nod
gharr ciher deizdls,

“A tneaietie Cinbersor) wiki-
dow Trame on ene of ihe
R0 Asrorft berame Joos:

-

Spicatet said i rame win s lived wpon Laading o the next glation,

dlvarimge Dt mmc] swas fovd
dislodped.” the airline sadd
EE = BLE TR

Apicelet also snid that
citfrin pressursalion re-
maained nomml thrsughioar
the Aighit. dned there nasno
tgct dny Rsse apger sxle
adding that the disloclged

gt was a nomestrectural
trim component, ffted oo
thie windoy for the pir-
pose of shals, and did oot
compronisEe the salety or
integrity of the abroraft in
ATy Wy

The Q400 aircrsll s
eipipped wilh mukiple byers

ol sl s, i ludioe g
robust, pressuee-bemring ouder
e, ereing that passenger
safriy = pever i risk. ven @
the umikeedy event of nosuper
Fickal or cosnetic componemn
raming s Sphoclel ackiled

ueshionmy the airworthi:
ness of the alreeaft, 3 pae.
senger posied & video of the
disloedped window on secial
i pilstform X

=] e froem Geis W Puane
teday. The whaole interior
window assembly jusst fell off
mid fiEghe. And rids Night &
ey surpased o take off and
b b0 Jatpur, Wondes if s
abr waorthy.* the passenger
st ated, while Bgging theavia-
thon safiety regubitor DGCA =
L pmsl
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Kant Joins IndiGo Board

Mumbai: Domestic carrier [ndi
Go parent InterGlobe Aviation on
Thursday annownced the appoint-
ment of former MNith Aayog CED
and Indig’s G20 Sherpn Amitabh

Kant as 8 Mon-Execu-
tive Director 1o li=
board.

A earesr bureaucrat,
Kant had resigned as Imdia's G20
Sherpa last menih. His appoint-
ment to the hoard is suhject to reg-
ulatory and shareholder appros-
als, ImterGilobe Aviation said in a
statement, —FT1
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Al terminates Delhi-Washington flight in Vienna

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ek, July 3

AMAIR IMDIA flight from Delhi
to Washington, which took off
om July 2,could noteompheteits
journey after it developed a
technical glitch during a sched-
uled refuelling stopover in
Vienna, the Tata Croup-owned

airline s=aid on Thursday,

Consequently, its return
fight from Washington to
Delhi, scheduled on July 2,was
also cancelied.

Of late, Frequent delays and
cancellations of long-haul
flights by Air India have been
causing severe inconvenience
to passengers.

According to Air India
staternent,“Flight AT10 3 from
Dethi to Washington, DC on
Tuly 2 made a planned fuel stop
in Vienna. During routine air-
craft checks, an extended
maintenance task was identi-
fied, which required rectifica-
tion before the next flight and,
thus, additional time tor come-

pletion” The airline further
said as Vienna to Washington
leg was cancelled, alternative
arrangements were made for
the stranded passengers.
Pazsenpers eligible forvisa

free entry or those with valid
Schengen visas were provided
hotel accommodations in
Viennauntil the next available

tlight,as per the aidine.

For passengers without
Schengen visas, accommoda
tion was arranged, in liaison
with immigration and security
clearances by Austtanauthor
ities, while others were
rebooked on  alternative
flights, Air India said in
the statement.
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Window frame of Spicejet

aircraft dislodges midair
No impact on passenger safety: Airline

FTI

AUEEN
—

A owindow frame of Spice Jets
ammraft opemting its fight 10
Mmse from Choa was found dis-
cdprd midalr e shore was
G ipEcl o0 pasEEnEers
salety, the airline saoid on
Wil sty

Tl lizmme was fimed anee
thar pircrnft lasded atche nexi
{Mune| airpoct, o accerdance
with arandard mwaamreman e
prieetunes. il sid

Spieadet, howeever, did nat
ahaie atwer doalls

W comiteln (o) wia-
dw framean one of the (4
Adreraft beeamie lnose during
Nipht and was fownd b
lodped.” o staternmt sald

Spfecdet sald cabin pressur
aarion remnnd normal thr-
oot Ure flipht. and daere
WS [o IMpact on passenger

0.

sadily, aidolip, Une didudped
part was & momstracural
wim campanent, fited onbe
ther window: o the irposs
ol dvndbe, ool did nat com pro-
mize the sadety or by of
T alreralt o vy Wiy

Tl GipNb mirczall is eygus-
ped with mulople lwvers of
window panes. Ineludivg 2 ro-
hus, peessuTe-bearing mser
pane. ensunng that passenger
seficry Is never ar risk, oven In
iz |||'l“:|_'|!,l P CE A A -
dal or cosmelic cooponenl
coming loose” nadded.



F

-

TS [AsTaae= gifis)

AIRPORTS

s AUTHORITY

OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

g A O

SHEGE

WJULIERA L

MUMLES L %

0 BB H R RS B g

SAFETY CONCERNS| Many buildings, including thosc undcr
construction. flont mandatory NOC rules issued by AAI

Cranes, poor lights risk
Surat airport’s safety
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Air India terminates
flight to U.S. in Vienna

'ress Trust of India
AMUMEBAL

An Air India flight from
Delhi  to Washington,
which took off on July 2,
could not complete its
journey after it developed
a technical glitch during a
scheduled refuelling sto-
pover in Vienna, the airline
said on Thursday. Conse-
quently, its return fHight

from Washington to Delhi
was also cancelled.

The airline also said thatr
accommodation was ar-
ranged for the stranded
passengers in Vienna or
bookings on  alternative
flights were made. Those
who had booked on the
Washington-Delhi  flight
were  given  alternative
bookings or offered full
refunds.
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Air India pilots carry simulator
test after Ahmedabad crash

PIOHEER HEWSE SERNICE
W Kirw Dehi

proap o semioer Adr
Af:ndiu VALY pilots
recreased an simula-
tors snme adverse

conditions, such as ﬁ'!.'ull[l_n' 1h
higher weighl anid lemperature
and with gear down ond
retracted flaps at 50 feel. with
th: rezaihis shivwireg the: Bosing
TR7-8 airerafl contipaed r'l_t"-lg.
searoes gicd oo Wednesday

The samvulabar test was car
ried out independemtly by the
Alr Indiz Brsinp 727 alveradt
13l Lrainers during a Lrinicg
sesmshi ol e airlines Muambay
facdity withan davs of the
ceach. of & Alr Indis
Dreamibimer in Almedshad

When comtaciod, Air Indii
said pilots conducted the tests
oo thelr own and the arline
had na role Io it

Among variows Lheorigs
doing the rvamls instially
regandieg Lhe pussihle cuses
af the Adr Fndia tircraft crash
oy D 12 thear kilked oeer 150
perpile. wis thar the palar flew
the aircradt wilh relracted Flaps
and gear dawn.

According e o source
“The piluls simlated AL 171
Qight comlstioms o their vwn
taring the rining sescon.
They atternpied to creste soene
l'Jl[l_lI W adverse condirions like
with |.|g|'u-' wiiphir |.|[\;I|
er temperature, while keeping
gear doswn and retrocting Haps

- —

—
m:-‘-l:--l-l-:ﬂw-"

ot 50 feet alzitude. In the 2ing
uhator, the gircrafl contineed
(hying!’ Flapes are manable pas-
els, located along the tradling
edpe of the wings of the alkr-
craft, which pre exteraed due-
ing takendl ardd landing 10
increase the wing's surfuce
area to pravide more Tift’ that

keeps the plane flying. This
glditioral acrodvpamic o
iv crucial dering low-spoad
Qighst, |5ke takeoll vr landing.

]-'!J.l.'-: are adjuseed meanmal-
Iy by flrh:-r'| IIr-r drpf-n-‘ll.w ik
rthe smiarien, In orifae I'urlnr
they remain relracted.

The crash. one of the warst

air dizasters b Imdia i
decades, invelved o Boeing
FHT -8 Dincamlinir opse rating a
Air Imlsa faghe AL 171 The
aicorall was ¢o roule fo
Lenden's Garwick Alrport
when It crashed mio o medical
hosrel compley in
Ahmedabad’s Meghan: Nagar
area saoctly alber lnkeotl.

O the 242 people coboard,
240 were Killed, with :'||"|:,'|||||'
wiaryives, The atal death 16l
b ab 260 indtuding (asia-
alties an the ground.

Indin’s madal abrcrafl acd
dent prabe agency, AAIR,
launiched & probe aer the
Lragecly and cunstilabed 2 maal-
Lidisciplinary leam va June L3,

ke teana inclind s repnessin-
tarivis feoam the 1% Narinegl
Trime '-urmrll'\-"| Safery Poord
(WTERY, an air traffic comtral
odfficer .md an svation medi
cine speclalisi.

Lasl week, the Govornment
said dlala ix Deing extraclod
Lronm Black bomes, and anale-
sls of rhe cockpit volce
recorder and flight dara
recarder b umderway oo meone-
struct the sequence of events
thal k=d bo the @ial crash
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Goa-Pune ﬂlght window pane comes off midair

Moy Sengupta
Etimesolindiacom

Pumne: Passengers on board a
Goaio-Pune Spicedet fiche
(201000 had 2 schire on Ties-
day evening when a windosw
panel was found dislodged
whiile the plane was mbd-ain

The airline plaved down
the incident, saying the wrin-
o part that had come off
wias YA non-strectural oim
component, fitted onto the
window for the purpose of
shade",

But a person on board the
plane—a Bombardic: (00
fold TOT the lncident (rig
gered anclety amony the pas-
sangers. “Two to three layers
ol the window ];||1|,=| Just
came off." said Aatish Mis-

MIDAIR SCARE: Broken
window panel, which was fixed
alter the planc anded in Pume

hi, th passengen

“Therewas nodeprassuri-

sation, but thisshouldn't have
happenst. There has to be fi
CUE 0T proper maintenance of
interiors too, just like ocher
technicl aspects, We've just
had a tragic plane crash.”

Mishra added. The airline is-
sued a statement saying <A
cosfietle window fFame ob
oneaf Spicetet’s Gdaircrait
became loose during fight
Al Wis Ii::-ur'||:l|.|_|_s||:u'|H|=I I iz
important to note that this
was a non-siractural im
compopent, fifted onto the
window Bor the purpose of
shade, and did not compero-
mise the safety or integrity of
the ajreraft in any was Cabin
pressurisation remained nor-
mEl throughout theflight, anel
there was no impact on pas-
sangersafety”

Mishra said he was in row
8 when he heard commotion
from the back. The Q40 can
sel Around B passengers,

“The: fkehns seheduled de-
parture time was 5.20pm. but

it took off from Goa's Mopa
around Tpm, We were mid-air
when 1 heard noizes, A motl
arand child just steod upfiom
thewr seats. | then smw the win:
clovy rl"ilil'li'l:“. '.1.'|"|||::|'| h:u] DEET g 1
of " he told TOL Mishra said
the plane landed nearly 30
mbnuies laber A Spieedet spo-
hesperson said the frame was
fixed after landing, “in ac-
coridance with  standaed
meaintenanse procedimes".

“The RN aircraft s
enulpped with multiple layers
of window panes, inchading a
robust, pressure-bearing odat-
ap pane, ersuring that passen-
gor salely is mever al risk,
aven inthe unlikely eventof a
superficial or cosmetic conr
ponent eoming loose,” the air
linesaid,
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Ex-bureaucrat
Kant joins
IndiGo board

Tinaes Mews MiTWaRS

Noew Delhi: IndiGa his apps
irnlss] e mer G20 Sharpa Ani-
tably Kant o ibs o, The
afriine’s baard of
direrhars stk
Thursday tnapps
ronce Kond's appis
intiment His ap-
podniment  will
e “attecrive Proom the date ol
repaipt of security clearames
from the manistry of civil aw
tatkon,” IndiGon said ina regw
Batocy flingg.

Eoail said, =1 aimn delighiled
o Jodnn mle Doard Of InberGLobe
Axiaremiirel S0 Innndes two
derades, Inedilin has transfior
med s travel e bndis, emees
inmg s o phibal benchmack for
operitborial exeallep o arnd ois
tomner experkace. With Ms sex
Ie, eMicheancy and kniernatinnat
amaition, IndiGo will opom up
new markets and ransform
oairatrparts inta glehal hubs of
crnrEciivity driving Lo
rigm, bade al Dnsesimenl
wiile Bovkire markers, abtul of-
partanlites across borders, | o
ol frarwred £norandrihirirge to
Indd s and Indin's, nest chap
ter ol trade, tourism, and ooo
i frowth.”
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Mumbai-Adampur flight launched

BALANIF AL FULY B9 waih muinienal fuc ey e secuinl destinata was
Almnst 15 monts after the  atthsewer wopped domng added oy, ban & was ano
Adomper (Ol Adrpoet s e Covidl pendemie. The re- Brills evenk O bedhalf of tho
bunchel mrvins with o loucoh camee |sie as the air-  adeicisimbon,  Adaepor
gkt on e Hndon-Namd  Hies had been waghing the SDM Vivek RModi visied the
o Bengnlsro roabe, o meomned  viabilvly fachor airprart. —"THS
zity fighk for Miimbal com
mencel [mwm bhese oo
Welresaluy
Whake 34 passerigers arrhves]
ol Adkeinpeir from Mhirmboas 47
Bl fr Mumbed on the s
gt v e al e, T His-
dhor Bight ismanagsl by Sl
Ake whidle Thil R0 provicling
v oe oy Ui Lt gt
Thie ospee! feEmmna wWia
mi e ol oooel off s 055 onore
i Feruary ki vear Thes sery-
posat the ol armrt beganin
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viation sector takes a pause for safety’s sake
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Pilotsrecreate AF171's fmal moments on simulator

EFW DL mE [N 2

As part of The prighom fFimassta
mbon. inie the deodby Sir
Ingdis crxch that ibes] 350
peopde, gl or ele have
e oomchictbesd bn rocmenbe
thir gkt oonditions of the £
fobed Boomng TET. The fghi on
mife Fnay Akimecdaal o
Liomadiom st o choven short
e aifter s kel on Jumne 132,

Sl fud Adr [mikia pa ks
mndcie]  the  smalabion
aang the sapno grcrad Loondig
uration reperted |sfore 1k

rash with  landsg  geat
depkper]  arx] wingl - flaps
miractl These tests wem

phivex] 5t examining whetko

thes il aoubll tefrmin s

e vimscher much comadibinns
Aomeding o reporte, 1he

seeri il idann Fevedend 1hnal 1k
cemAgurnton alone wae ol
eroiph o bring doan the oz
oralft, mugpiating The noed to
Erpsdiae i L sl a6 £ e,
Akr B il pbots conchiot
od simulaice esis om Uheir
o, il the pirkese hod oo
Ele i that
Mot belee therrash, the
oo hd popetocdly oo

calliil 4" Alaslle” nasmnge

The Aireraf Acciden| Inven
tigotion Bumau is leadang th
prohe tn the plans ook
wirlh ammalanee Frodm meal Dyl
agrnoes [nvestigitors e
mirieved  both - the Coclpht
Vourw Becorder (CVED snd
Fligghl Thata Kesordsr (FTHEH)
winir b are b excarrmmed for
e defid the cloes. — TS



