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LACK OF AMENITIES | Surat International Airport lacks basic
facilities such as lounges, liquor shops, ATMs, or a prayer room

Surat Airport’s aviation
dream hits turbulence

Melvyn Thomas

SURAT

prrviieied

India’s  ambitious  stride

towards becoming a global avi-
ation superpower, championed
by the highest echelons of gow-
ernment, is being alammingly
undercut by a stark reality on
the ground: the baffling neglect
of Surat International Airport

Despite a proud inaugur
aticn by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself just
over a year ago, following a
Rs150 crove terminal expan-
sion, this intemational” gate-
way shockinglyremains devoid
of fundamental passenger
amenities like lounges, liquor
shops, ATMs, and even a prayer
FOOITL

This glaring disconnect
between the Centre’s soaring
vision and the Airports
Authority of India’s (A Al) stag-
nant execution has drawn the
sharp critique of aviation
expert Rajesh Modi, who has
pemned a scathing letter to
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu,
exposing a bureavcratic inertia
that threatens to betray the
Prime Minister's own invest-
ment and aspirations,

Minister Naidu's recent pro-
nouncements at the IATA

AGM, emphasizing India’s tra-
jectory to become a global avi-
ation hub with Tndependent
and self-sufficient™ networks,
resonated with a nation eager
for progress. Yet, as Modi's

letter brutally  highlights,
Surat’s operational shortcom-
ings are a stark antithesis to
this inspiring rhetoric. “Your
recent statement at the LATA
AGM.. is both visionary and
commendable” Modi writes,
before delivering the hard
truth: However, it is extremely
unfortunate  that  Surat
Adrport... still lacks basic facil-
ities,”

The core of the problem,
according to Modi, lies firmly
within the AAls commercial
department at Surat. Despite
tenders for these crucial pas-
senger facilities having been
issued as far hack as February

2023, the on-ground execution
has been abyvsmal. “This
bureaucratic delm,” Modi
asserts, “earlier cited seems to
have now devolved into a sheer
lack of will and urgency” He
points fingers directly at the
“lacklustre approach” of key
AAL officials, including the
Member HR, ED HR. and
Chairman Office, whose inac-
tion “damages the image and
utility of a terminal inaugur-
ated by the Prime Minister
himself”

The implications of this
neglect are farreaching. Surat,
a thriving commercial hub,
now operates international
flights to Dubai, Sharjah, and
Bangkok with neardy daily fre-
quencies. Yet, international
passengers are subjected o &
substandard experience, an
embarrassment that “dimin-

ishes notonly the city’s but also
the nationsimage on the global
aviation map”

Modi's letter directly chal-
lenges the Minister to demand
accountabili: "Why is the
commercial team at Surat
Airport not aligned with vour
Ministry’s vision and the Prime
Minister's mission..? Why have
basic airport passenger facil-
ities not been made oper-
ational even after 2 years of
tender publication? Who is
accountable for the contnued
red-tape  and bureaucratic
inertia.”

The appeal to Minister
Naidu is urgent and direct:
Intervene personally to “direct
the relevamt AAl officials ©
expedite the tendering and
execution process for all com-
mercial services,” ensure “full
scale functionality of the ter-
minal building,” and “consider
administrative accountability
for the current delay”™ The
threat of escalation to the
Prime Ministers Office is not
veiled. If urgent steps are not
taken,” Modi warns, “we will
be left with no option but to
escalate this matter... since the
situation amounts to a betrayal
of the PMs own vision and
imvestment in Surats aviation
infrastructure.”
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Adani evaluating
bids for airport
ground services
after Celebi exit

MIHIR MISHRA
June 3

THE ADANI GROUP is considering
biddingfor ground handling services
attwoairports,asit looks to diversify
intoanewlineofbusinessafter India
shut outTurkish operator Celebi.

AdaniAirport Holdings is "evalu-
ating”bidsfortheairportsin Mum-
baiand Ahmedabad, chief executive
officerArun Bansalsaid on theside-
lines of an aviation industry event
in New Delhi. A closely held unit of
the flagship Adani Enterprises, it
operates eight Indian airports
including these two and an upcom-
ing facility in Navi Mumbai.

The foray aligns with the ports-
to-power conglomerate’s strategyof
branching into allied sectors that
dovetail with its existing businesses.
Italsofills a gap left by Celebi’s sud-
den exit last month after India’s civil
aviation security agency revoked its
security clearance on grounds
related tonational security.

Celebi operated at nine airports
in India,including gateway facilities
in New Delhiand Mumbai. Its oper-
ations were halted after Turkey
voiced support forlslamabad during
the recent India-Pakistan conflict.

Celebi’s India subsidiaries have
since moved courts challenging the
government’s decision torevoke the
security clearance.

Adani, if it wins the bids for
Mumbaiand Ahmedabad,will bethe
third ground handler at these facili-
ties.Indian regulations require that
every majorairportwith annual pas-
senger traffic of at least a million
should have three ground handlers.

The country’s aviation industry
is seen boomingin the coming years,
with continuing investments from
major airlines and infrastructure
buildout by the government. India,
which has over 140 operational air-
ports, plans to more than double it
to 350 by 2047. — BLOOMBERG

“INANCIAL EXPRESS @%)

READ TOD LEAD !
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Travellers can sail to Navi Mum airport

from Radio Club jetty in 40 minutes

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

htmumbai @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: In a step towards
enhancing connectivity to the
upcoming Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport, the City and
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (CIDCO) and the
Maharashtra ports depart-
ment on Monday discussed
plans to launch a water taxi
service from South Mumbai.

The service, which will
operate from the soon-to-be-
developed jetty at Radio Club
in Colaba, is expected to ferry
passengers to the airport in
approximately 40 minutes.
Electric water taxis will be
used for the route, offering a
faster and more sustainable
travel option.

Currently, travellers driving
from South Mumbai to the air-
port site via the Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link (MTHL)
can expect a journey of about
60 to 75 minutes, depending
on traffic conditions. The
water taxi could therefore
save up to 30 plus minutes of
travel time, along with reduc-
ing road congestion and fuel
consumption.

The proposal follows chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis's

directive during a review
meeting on April 24, where he
emphasised the need for mul-
ti-modal transport connectiv-
ity to the Navi Mumbai air-
port. He directed that the new
airport should be linked by
road, rail, metro, and water
transport to ensure seamless
access.

At Monday's meeting,
CIDCO’s managing director
Vijay Singhal presented the
proposal to Ports Minister
Nitesh Rane. The Maharashtra
Maritime Board (MMB), which
falls under the ports depart-
ment, will facilitate the con-
struction of a jetty adjacent to
the airport to enable direct
water access.

Rane directed officials to
prepare a formal proposal for
the construction of the jetty
and terminal, and to initiate
the approval process with the
airport authorities.

“The water taxi service will
not only enhance connectivity
between Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai but also save travel
time and fuel,” Rane said, add-
ing that the service would be
integrated with the state’s
larger plan to promote water
transport across the Mumbai
Metropolitan Begion.

Fast, green, efficient:

Why the water taxi matters

« QUICK COMMUTE:
40-minute journey from
South Mumbai to Navi
Mumbai airport

« FASTER THAN ROAD:
To save more than 30
minutes compared to travel
via MTHL

» ECO-FRIENDLY
TRAVEL: Electric taxis cut
emissions and pollution

+ DECONGESTS
ROADS: Reduces
pressure on road and rail
infrastructure

« FUEL SAVER: Lowers
dependency on private
vehicles

» SCENIC ROUTE: Offers
a pleasant, stress-free
travel experience via
Mumbai's harbour
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Adani eyes ops at
two city airports

dani Airport Holdings is “evaluating”
A bids for the alrports in Mumbai and

Ahmedabad, chief executive Arun
Bansal said on the sidelines of an aviation
industry event in New Delhi. A closely held
unit of the flagship Adani Enterprises, it
operates eight airports including these two and
an upcoming facility in Navi Mumbai.

The foray aligns with the ports-to-power
conglomerate’s strategy of branching into
allied sectors that dovetail with its existing
businesses. It also fills a gap left by Celebi's
sudden exit last month after India’s civil
aviation security agency revoked its security
clearance om grounds related to national
security.

Celebi operated at nine airports in India,
including gateway facilities in capital New
Delhi and the commercial hub of Mumbai, Iis
aperations were halted after Turkey voiced
support for Pakistan during its recent armed

renflics nodth Tonedia i AAAIDERS
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FOOTFALL AT SVPI TOUCHES 43,000 AS FANS DES AT 85% OCCUPANCY

Sky is the limit: IPL fever keeps
Ahmedabad airport buzzing

Times News NeTwonrk

Ahmedabad: The city is in
the grip of cricket frenzy, and
nowhere is it more evident
than at the Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International
(SVPI) airport. Over the past
three days, the city's airport
turned into a buzzing gate-
way for thousands of ericket
fans Aocking in for the final
legof the Indian Premier Lea-
gue (IPL) matches,

On May 31, ahead of the
high-octane eliminator
match between Punjab Kings
and Mumbai Indians, SVPI
airport clocked a footfall of at
least 43,000 passengers, with
305 scheduled air traffic mo-
vements (ATMs), over and
above 20 non-scheduled char-
ter flights, This is higher than
the average daily passenger
movement of 37,000 passeng-

Three selling IPL final tickets booked

ity police on Sunday filed two separate complaints after

catching three persons selling tickets for the IPL 2025 final
match atinflated prices near Narendra Modi Stadiumand
Commerce Six Roads. Chandkheda cops received a tip-offabout a
man anda woman, standing outside Gate 1 of the stadium, selling
tickets for the June 3 match. Police cordoned off the areaand
detained them. They were found with eight tickets, each originally
priced at Rs 2,500, In the second case, police received information
about a man selling tickets near Commerce Six Roads. Copsand
witnesses reached the spot near metro pillar number CP/184 and
found a man matching the informer's description, He was detained
andidentified as a native of Rajasthan, currently livingin
Ahmedabad. A search found 11 tickets with him, originally priced at
Rs 1,500 and Rs 2,000. He admitted to selling tickets for Rs 5,000 and
Rs 6,000 each. All three individuals were booked for selling tickets
illegally under the Gujarat Police Act. T

ers in a day, including domes-

tic and international travel-

lersat SVPIA.

The excitement continued
on Sunday, when the airport
clocked a footfall of at least

41,300 passengers with some

300 scheduled ATMs. Over

and above these, 30 non-sche-
duled charters also flew in
and out of the city. The buzz
intensified on Monday, in the

run-up to the grand finale,
with some 40,000 travellers
and 250+ flights handled at
SVPIA till 6 pm.

With the vacation and ho-
liday seasonalsoin full swing,
the passenger footfall at the
city airport has been soaring,
As the IPL final draws in
scheduled for Tuesday at the
Narendra Modi Stadium —
Ahmedabad has transformed
into a cricketing paradise.

Hotels in the city are also
doing brisk business, with oc-
cupancy levels shooting abo-
ve B5% across both five-star
and business and budget ho-
tels. Even local eateries and
restaurantis are witmessing
good business. With fans of
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
and Punjab Kings landing in
Ahmedabad, the city is set to
see yet another cricketing ce-
lebration.
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PM invites global cos to
aviation sector

Dignitanes dunng the Intematonsl Al Transpont Associshion = B1st annual genseral meeting,
aftended by Prime Minister Narendra Modl, in New Daihl an Mondsy. — PTI

NEW DELHI, June 2:
Prime Minister Narendra
Muosh on Monday invited glo-
bal companies to invest in
the country's fast-growing
aviation sector, citing a
streamlined regulatory
framework, ease of compli-
ance, and a simplified tax
structure.

The Prime Mmister also
pointed to the emergence of
maintenance, repair, and
overhaol (MR} as a sunnse
sector, highlighting that In-
dia is accelemting efforts to
hecome a global hub for air-
craft maintenance.

He was addressing the In-
ternational Air Transport
Association's (1ATA) 81st
annual general mecting
{AGM) and the plenary ses-
sion of the World Air Trans-
port Surmmit {(WATS).

He noted that in 2014, In-
dia had 96 MRO faclities,
which has now increased to
154, whale 100 per cent FIN
under the automatic route,
GST reduction, and tax ma-
tionalisation measures have
given fresh momentom to
the MR sector

Modi further outlined In-
dia’s goal to establisha USD
4 hilkon MR hub by 2030,
reinforcing the nation’s avia-
tion growth strategy

“The new Indian Amrcraft
Act aligns aviation laws with

global best practices. ensur-
ng a streamlimed regulatory
framewaork, case of compli-
ance, and a simplified tax
structure, presenting a sig-
nificant mvestment opport-
nity for major international
aviation companies,” he saud

The last IATA AGM in In-
diz was held 42 years ago in
1983, It brings together
muore than 1,600 participants,
mcluding top global eviation
industry leaders, govern-
ment officials and internation-
&l media representatives.

Modi highlighted the
transformative changes the
ooty has underpone n the
Iast four decades, stating that
today's India is more confi-
dent than ever

He also underscored In-
dia’s role in the global avia-
tion ccosystem, not only asa
vast market but also as a
symbal of policy keadership,
imovation, and molusive de-
velopment.

“Today, India 15 emerging
a5 a glohal leader in space-
aviation convergence,” he
saidd, adding that the civil avi-
ation sector has witnessed
historic advancements aver
the past decade, which are
well recognised.

He outhned three founda-
ticnal pallars doving India's
aviation sector —a vast mar-
ket, not merely a collection

of consumers but a reflec-
tion of India’s aspirational so-
cicty; & strong demographic
and talent pool — where
VOUNE INNOVAtOrs are pio-
neering breakthroughs m
artificial intelligence, robot-
ics, and clean energy; and an
open and supportive policy
crosystem, enabling indus-
trial growth. “India has he-
come the third-largest do-
mestic aviation market m
the world,” he saud.

He emphasised the suocess
of the UDAN scheme and
termeed 1t a godden chapter m
Indian civil aviation history.
Moaxdi said that under this m-
itiative, over 15 million pas-
sengers have benefitted
from affordable air travel,
ecnabimg many citizens to fly
for the first time.

India’s arrlines continue o
achieve double-digis growth,
with 240 millon passengers
Tiving annualy, surpassing the
toital populatson of most coun-
tries worldwide, he noted.

Modh said the projection is
that by 20040, this number is
expected to reach 500 ml-
lsnn passengers.

He also noted that 3.5 mil-
lion metric tonnes of cargo
are transported by air anm:-
allyin India, and this volume
1s set to increase to 10 mil-
lron metrc tonnes by the end
of this decade. - PTI



&IRPUH 'S ALI T HOP!T

I‘Jf- iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE

GUWAHATT

3 JUNE 2025

Last Awr India flight departs from Silchar

Country’s
leading
airline’s over
five-decade-
long
association
with Silchar
has reportedly
been
suspended at
least for now

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, June 2: The
solitary flight from Silchar to
Kolkata operated by Air In-
dia departed from the Kum-
bhirgram airport for the last

time today as the airline com-
pany had already announced
its suspension of flights to
Kolkata from Silchar,
Sources at the Silchar air-
port located in Kumbhirgram,
under Udharbond constituen-

cy, informed that the Air India
flight Al 753 reached Silchar
from Kolkata with 117 pas-
sengers at 7.05 am while 52
passengers on board experi-
enced the last flight, Al 754,
by the airlines which depart-

ed for Kolkata at 7.55 am.
Sources mformed that with
this, Air India's association for
over five decades with Silchar
has reportedly been suspend-
ed at least for now.
However, despite several

attempts, neither any official
of Air India or the Airports
Authority of India (AAL) at
Silchar airport were availa-
ble for a response on reasons
behind the withdrawal of
flight services from here.

On the other hand, Silchar
MP Parimal Suklabaidya,
while talking to The Assam
Tribune on Monday, in-
formed that airline operator
Indigo Airlines is likely to
introduce a morning flight to
Gurwahati soon.

“The suspension of Air [n-
dia flight to Kolkata is indeed
a matter of concern. We had
brought the matter before
Union Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution Nimuben
Jayantibhai Bambhaniya dur-
ing her recent visit to the
Barak Valley. The Minister

had spoken to the authorities
concerned and assured us
that she would look into the
matter spon. However, we
are also happy to know that
Indigo Airlines iz likely to
start additional flight opera-
tions from Silchar to Guwa-
hati, most likely in the morn-
ing hours which, if and when
materialises, shall bring a
positive development for the
region,” the MP was quoted
as saying.

It may be recalled that
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma met Civil Avia-
tion Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu in New
Delhi on May 26 and dis-
cussed issues like expansion
of air connectivity in Jorhat,
Dibrugarh and Silchar air-
ports to more Indian cities,
among athers.
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IndiGo’s global vision mirrors India’s growth: CEO

AIMING HIGH. Airline expands its frontiers with 10 new international destinations, fleet with another order for 30 aircraft

—
Rohit Vaid
Feew Dehi

Airline major IndiGo has em-
barked on a journey to con-
tribute to India's growth
story by developing a resili-
ent global network to meet
the needs of the fastest-
growing large economy in
the world, according to the
girline’s Chief Executive (Of-
ficer, Picter Elbers.

Speeking  exclusively to
businessling, Elbers said Indi-
Go's growth plans reflect In-
dia’s own economic traject-
OTY.

According to him, the
country is expected to be-
come the third-largest eco-
nomy in the world by 2027,
and aviation will play a cru-
cial role in drving this
development.

“When 1 was approached
by the founder and promoter
of the company (Rahul Bha-
tia) in 2022, he asked me,
“Are you in for the opportun-
ity to develop a market that
is probably the last frontier
of global aviarion develop-
ment?  Elbers  recalled,
adding that India was long
regarded as a difficult place
to operate and a challenging
market.

“Mow, the world comes
and sees how India is chan-

ging in terms of airlines,” he
added.

He pointed out that Indian
consumers  have  gonc
through different stages of
transportation development
— from trains to planes,
from choosing the “cheapest
fare” to Dﬁtmg for “stretch

fare,” and trom travelling do-
mestically o fiving
internaticnally.

“Our airlines should be a
reflection of all the ambition
that India embodies — grow-
ing with it, being an integral
part of 1ts progress, and to
some extent, acting as both
an accelerator and a beneh-
ciarvof that growth, " he said.

INDIA-PAK TENSION

from building & robust
airline, Elbers recently nav-
igated IndiGo through a
“tough time” due to the clos-
ure of Pakistan's airspace
and ongoing border
hostilities.

These geopolitical devel-
opments led to the cancella-
tion of around 170 flights.

As a result, the airline, El-
bers noted, had to readjust
its plans in response to the
evolving situstion.

The airline has since suc-
cesstully resumed domestic
operations to 11 airports
that were sus ed due to
hostilities with Pakistan.

“We cancelled, pretty
much overnight, our opera-
tions to 11 stations, cancel-
ling a total of 170 flights_..
People had a tough time, a
difficult time. They were
right in the centre of where
everything was happening,™
b zid.

“But then, when the
flights started operating

in, le were back on
dirty, back o their jobs."

Moreover, the closure of
Pokistan's mirspace had
raised doubts about IndiGo's
ahility to proceed with its in-
ternational expansion plans.

GLOBAL ROUTES
However, these concerns

—-1

were put to rest with the an-
nouncement of flight sched-
ules to European cities such

as Manchester and
Amsterdam.
IndiGo has also an-

nounced plans to  launch
flights to 10 ncw intcrna-
tional destinations, includ-
ing London, Athens and
Copenhagen.
bustnessiine was the first to
report that the airline re-
mains undeterred by recent
geopolitical  developments
and will proceed with its
Eurg sion plans.
Ko
IndiGo's goal is to buoild a
self-reliant, direct flight net-
work for India, catering to

Our airlines should be
a reflection of all the
ambition that India
embodies — growing
with it, being an
integral part of its
roeress, and to some
["xtfrﬁ-. acting as both
an accelerator and a
beneficiary of that
growth
PIETER ELBERS
Chief Exscutive Officer, indiGo

the growing demand for in-
ternational air travel

We have started the
strategy  towards  Cmew
heights and across new fron-
tiers',” he said.

“‘Our ambition really is
that by 2030, when India is
firmly the third-la Boo-
nmn:.:!rin the wnu']d]?i:r air-
line should be & reflection of
all the ambiton India
cmbodics.”

EXPANDING FLEET

The airline is also expanding

its flect, with the introduc-

tion of Airbus A350 and Boe-

ing 787 aircraft expected to
law a key role in supporti

ipls long-haul D‘pcrarlﬂﬁsn. 2

IndiGo has increased its
order of widebody Airbos
A350 aircraft and entered
into partnerships with Air
France-KLM, Delta Air Lines
and Virgin Atlantic as part of
its international expansion
plan.

The airfine had ordered 30
Airbus  A350 aincraft last
year, with deliveries sched-
uled to begin in 2027, IndiGo
has now confirmed an addi-
tional order for 30 aircraft,
further reinforcing its inter-
nationzal growth ambitions.

In addition, the tie-up
with Delta and its Enropean
partners will offer IndiGo
passengers connections to
over 30 destinations across
Eurape and the US.

While the ership is
expected to help IndiCo im-
Prove occupancy on its Ams-
terdam and Manchester
flights, it will also enahble
Diclta and its Eurocpean part-
ner airlines to better com-
pete with Air India and Emir-
ates, which currently hold
the highest market share on
India-US and Indiz-Enrope
routes.

“All in all, we are taking
these  steps  (He-ups).
Whatever we have been do-
ing since 2022 is laving the
foundation and building to-
wards what we aim to be-
come by 2030,” he added,
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India is more important than any other
market, says KLM CEO Marjan Rintel

.l.neﬂh Phadnis
Mew Delhi

India is maore important for
KLM than any other market
and the girline is expanding

requirement for labour in
Europe, all of which contrib-
ute to ait travel demand.
Besides, Indias strength
in information technology
and development of global
capahility centres are other

to capitalise on growing de- positive  factors.  “Indian
mand for trade and travel, market is more important
CED Marjen Rintel said on than any other and that's
Monday. winy we are expanding here,”

“We are here for the past
70 years. Indian market is
huge and growing We
are opening a new route from
Amsterdam to Hyderabad in
. Scptember. Our code-share
Earrn.crsh.ip with IndiGe will

elp us grow the market fur-
ther,” Rintel said.

INDIA-BOUND. KLM, part of the Air France-KLM group, flies to
Bengalury, Delhi and Mumbai, while Air France increased its
frequencies to Delhi in the preceding winter season s

Europesn and West Asian
pirlines.

ing partnership with Tata
Consultancy Services which

Rintel said.

Air France increased its
frequencies to Delhi from
seven to 10 per week in the
preceding winter season and
intends to expand its capa-
city too.

While KLM has seen de-
mand cooling off on US-In-

KLM is part of the Air The nded partnership  isbwlding cloud, dataand di-  dia routes in the economy
France-KLM group and op-  with IndiGo will give the In-  gital solutions for the airline.  cabins in recent weeks doe to
erates to Bengaluru, Dethi disn airline more access to uncertainty caused by visa
and Mumbai Along with its ~ Eurcpean and US destina-  GROWTH DRIVERS and tariff announcements,
partner Delta Airlines, it of  tions and help KLM growits  Rintel’s confidence in India  business and premiom tratfic
fers connections to multiple  market share in India. is based on several factors —  isdoingwell. “On India to US
destinations in the US and The  Amsterdam-based  anseinoutbound travel, im-  routes, demand is holding
competes  with  other  airline also has a long-stand-  migration from Indiaandthe  very well,” she said.
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India’s aviation will grow faster than
China’s: IATA DG Willie Walsh

Dur Bureau

Mew Disthi

India’s domestic aviation
market will ¢ at a faster
pace than China with feet

expansion and the develop-
ment of new airports, Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation's Director CGeneral
Willie Walsh said on
Tuesday.

“If you look st the do-
mestic markets from 2020 to
20324, both India and China
have grown at the same pace
— CAGH of 11.2 per cent —
but going formard, 1 think
the mate of in India
will be higher than that of
China "

“China will sull VETY
strongly, but I believe num-
ber one growth ecomomy
from sn sviation point of
view will be India™ Walsh
said at the conclusion of
TATA's annual general meet-

Willie Walsh, Director
General, International Air

Transport Association (IATA)

ing event in Delhi
While India, which is the
third-largest domestic air
traffic market (US is nomber
one}, 15 a lung way behind
China, it will see a lot of
ﬁﬁwﬁml‘h the sion of
t and netwaork by airlines
like IndiCio and construction
of new airports, Walsh said.

He added that simple and
clear tax regime in India will
also help the country to ad-
dress its growth pobential.

“Issues related to taxation
need to be addressed for In-
dia to fully exploit its poten-
tial and translate its vision
into reality,” he remarked.

EFFICIENT AIRFORTS
IATA Director General also
called for a greater dialogoe
between airdines and  air-
ports on development of effi-
cient and affordable airports,
“Mamn ris  arournd
the world and I am not just
icking on India here don'’t
by understand the needs of
girlines. What we get is de-
velopment which is not ap-
propriate for the airlines,
wihich have to operate at air-
ports that are more expens-
wve than what airlines believe
they shoold be” he
remarked.
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India must clarify tax rules
for aviation liftoff: IATA DG

DEEPAK PATEL
Menw Diethi, 3 June

India must addressthe recent tax-related challenges
faced by foreign airlines and provide greater clarity
on how its tax laws are applied if itwants to unlock
the full potential ofits aviation sector, International
Air Transport Association (IATA) Director General
William Matthew Walsh said on Tuesday.

December and January to explain the namre of
these transactions and their tax treatment.
"Taxation is always one of the items on the
agendawhen we talk about India, and especially for
those of us who have operated here,” Walsh said on
Tuesday at a press briefing during the IATA annual
general mesting in Delhil
"For good or for bad, India has a very complex
tax system. It's been a feature of the avi-

In Angust Iast year, the Directorate General of ation industry here for many vears, so
Goods and Services Tax Intelligence (DGGI) A this isn't a new issue,” he observed.

issued show-cause notices to 10 foreign air-
lines, including Emirates, British Alrways,
Lufthansa, Singapore Airlines, and Qatar
Alrways, alleging unpaid goods and ser-
vices tax amounting to around 10,000
Crore.

The DGGI argued that services provided
by the overseas headquarters of these car-
riers — such as ajrcraft maintenance,
crewsalaries, and rentals — consti-
tute taxable supplies to their
Indian branches under the
reverse charge mechan-
ism. The Investigation
began in August 2023,
with executives from the
Indian arms of these air-
lines summoned in

4=
b,

He stressed that the problem is
not necessarily the existence of tax-
ation, but the unpredictability
around how it is interpreted and
enforced. "For India to fully explodt

the potential and to translate the
- vision into a reality, | think the issue
" oftaxation does have to be addressed.
Now, that's not to say that you have to
, eliminate taxation altogether, but
there must be a clearer under-
standing of how the rles
apply,” hesaid.

Walsh pointed out that
what frustrates airlines is the
lack of consistency in how
long-standing tax rules are
interpreted. "What a lot of

airlines believe happens is that you get a new inter-
pretation of an existing nule that's completely differ-
ent from how it was understood before,” he said.

“That leads to a claim for taxes that allegedly
haven't been paid, triggering vears of litigation and
discussions. These cases often get resolved in favour
ofthe airline, but not before they've endured signifi-
cant costs and uncertainty in the meantime,” he
zaid. Drawing from IATA's past engagements with
Indian authorities, he zaid, "I know from dis-
cussionswe've had that nobodywanis these drawn-
out disputes. But going forward, if India is to
genuinely exploit the massive opporiunity that |
believe exists here, greater certainty around tax
ralsing will be important.”

Meanwhile, Walsh also flagged concemns over
high airport charges in India, noting that this
remains a perennial point of friction between air-
lines and airport operators. “We'll always have
issues about airport charges. It's the difference
between airlines and airports. Many people think
we are in the same ndustry. We're not. We happen
to be inan alipned industey.” he said.

Explaining the core of this disconnect, he said,
“The airline industry and the airport industry pro-
‘bably have common ground on 80 percentof issises,
and then 20 per cent — the way | describe it — s
viclent disagreement, which typically relates to
financing and financial issues.”
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Supply chain showing 1st signs of stability: Airbus CCO

DEEPAK PATEL
Mewr Delhi 3 June

The aircraft manufacruring supply
chain is beginning to show the first
signs of scability, and Alrbus s confi-
dent of ramping up production of its
A0 family afrcraft to around 75 per
month by 2007, up from the current rate
in the 6os, Chief Commercial Officer
(CCO) Benoft de Saint-Exupéry told
Business Standard In an interview
on Tuesday.

The Covid-19 pandemic had
severely disrupred global alroraft manu-
facturing supply chains, causing major
production slowdowns at both Alrbus
and Boeing. The impact continues to
ripple across the EVISHGH sector. Alr
India CEQ and MD Campbell Wilson
had in March flagged these persistent
Issues, noting that aircraft supply is
likely to remain constrained for the next
fourto five vears due to ongoing supply
chain challenges faced by the two major
aircraft manufacturers. “There's not

much airfines can do beyond optimis-
ing thelr network expansion plans,” he
had said. Currently, Air India and
IndiGo —India's twio largest carriers —
are among Airbas’ top three customers
by order backlog.

When asked about Air India CEO's
statement on the delays in aircrafi
deliveries, and the optimum delivery
rate that Airbus wants to achieve, he
replied: *We have a plan that goes o
producing 75 A0 family aircraft by
2027, and we stick to that plan. That's
where we want to go. We want to go
there because we have the orders. It's
not just aspirational. [f's because we
need towhen it comes to the stability of
oursetup.”

“Y¥es, the industry is late {in aircrafi
deliveries) by and large. 1i's not a secret.
It's not mew. It ks not something that we
started hearing during the last few days
or weeks,” the Airbus CCO told the
newspaper on the sidelines of annual
general meeting of International Alr
Transport Association (LATA). "T'm

Aidrbus is confident of ramping up
production of its A320 family
aircraft to around 75 per month by
2027 Chief Commercial Officer
Benoit de Saint-Exupéry said

happytosay that the first signs of stabil-
ity are showing up, but vou never quite
can rest on that, becanse situations can
change quite quickly nowadays. But |
think we're starting to see the first sign
of stability in the supply chain, by and

large, and that's encouraging when it
comes to sticking to our plan and get-
ting tothe level of 75.A320 family planes
per month,” the CCO added.

The company’s current A320 family
aircrafi production rate issomewherein
the &os, which is similar to the rate it
wasal before the Covid-induced supply
chain dismuption, he said. When asked if
Ajirbus has developed any plans o
establish a commercial aircraft manu-
facturing facility, also called commer-
cial final assembly line (FAL), in India,
he replied: "We think we have much
maore value to add o the Indian eco-
system than a FAL for alreraft. And by
the way, we do assembly lines on other
produocts, but on the aircraft side, we're
looking at expanding our footprint (via
sourcing services and componenis)
from industry here in India, and we
think thar has much more value. So it
doesn't really change our poesition on
establishing commercial aircrafi FAL,
becausewe think the real value is some-
where elsa”
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Take off from India:
PM to aviation cos

Invites companies to tap India’s aviation mart

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 2

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday Invited
global aviation companies
to explore Investment
opportunities in India,
emphasising that the
nation offers excoptional
prospecis due to ransfor-
mative growth over recent
decades

Addressing the 81st
Annual General Mecting
(AGM) of the Inter-
national Alr Transport
Association (IATA) and
the World Alr Traneport
Summit (WATS), Modi
highlighted India's big
role in the global aviation
Industry, describing the
country not just as a vast
market but as a leader in
poliey, lanovation, and
Inclusive growth.

“India is emerging as a
global leader in space-avi-
ation convergence,” sakd
Modl, noting the civil avi-
ation sector's rapid adva-
neements over the past
decade,

He emphasised that
Innevation and technolog-
leal progress are making
distant destinations
increasingly aceessihle,
with the aviation industry
poiged to become a centre
for transformation and
Tuture innovations,
Including space travel and
interplanetary journeys.

Modi outlined three key
plllars bolstering India’s
aviation sector: a vast con-
sumer market reflecting

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Paraguay President
Santiago Pena Palacios ahead of their meeting at the
Hyderabad House, in New Delhi on Monday —-PT!

Modi seeks greater
trade with Paraguay

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI | DC
NEW DELHI, JUNE 2

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday held
talks with Paraguay Presi-
dent Santiago Pena over
“new opporiunities for
economic cooperation”

Pointing out that India
already hac a “preferen-
tial trade agreement” with
the South American trade
bloe, Modt said both sides
“can work lupulhur to fur-
ther expand it". He also
said both nations stand
united in the fight against
lerrorism.

an asplrational soclsty,
demographic with a tal-
ented pool of innovators
excelllng In artificial
Intelligence, robotics, and
clean energy, and an open,

suppaortive policy environ-
ment designed to acceler-
ate industrial growth

¥ Pg 9 Indla becomes third
largest aviation market

INDIA BECOMES
THIRD LARGEST
AVIATION MARKET

Modi highlighted India’s
ascent as the world's third-
largest domestic aviation mar-
ket, underscoring initiatives
like the Digi Yatra app as lead-
ing examples of digital innova-
tion in aviation. He empha
sised that sectoral growth is
generating new flights,
employment opportunities,
and expansive possibilities for
pilots, crew, engineers, and
ground staff Maintenance,
Repair, and Overhaul (MRO)
services were particularly
mentioned as an emerging sec-
tor, with India aiming to
become a global hub for air-
craft maintenance.

Reaffirming India's commit-
ment to Open Skies and global
connectivity, Modi voiced sup-
port for the principles of the
Chicago Convention, advocat-
ing increased accessibility and
interconnectedness within
global aviation.

Union ministers Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu, Murlidhar
Mohol, IATA Board of
Governors chairman Pieter
Elbers, IATA director general
Willie Walsh, and IndiGo man-
aging director Rahul Bhatia
attended the event.
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BUSY SKIES

B'luruto Delhiand Mumbaiamong Indias busiest air routes

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

light traffic from Bengaluru

tothe nation's capital Delhias

well asto the financial capital
Mumbai were among the busiest in
the country in 2024, accounting for
4. 7% of the total services, according
toa report by the International Air
Transport Association (IATA).

While both the routes were ranked
second and third, the Mumbai-Delhi
route topped the list, accounting for
3.4% or around 39,000 flights of all
domestic flightsin 2024, which would

have translated to an average of over
100 flights a day in both directions.

The Bengaluru-Delhi sector saw
around 27,000 flights or 2.4% of
domestic traffic followed by the
Bengaluru-Mumbai route, which saw
around 25,000 flights or 2.2%, the
report ‘Aviation in India: Sustain-
ing —and Growing —a Dynamic Air
Transport Market', said.

The other routes in the top 10
list are: Delhi-Hvderabad (1.7%),
Pune-Delhi (1.5%), Delhi-Kolkata
(1.4%), Ahmedabad-Delhi (1.3%),
Delhi-Srinagar (1.3%) and Hydera-
bad-Mumbai (1.3%).

PM: India base for
aviation investment
Highlighting India's growth inthe

aviation sector and its open and
supportive policy ecosystem, PM
Narendra Modi on Monday said
the country provides a “signifi-
cant” investment opportunity for
aviation companies. Page 58

“In terms of connectivity, the

Indian market has now fully recov-
ered from the 2020 disruption, with

the international and domestic air
transport connectivity surpassing
pre-Covid levels by 13.2% and 19.6%
in 2024,” the report said,

Internationally, the two busiest
routes are from Mumbai (2.7%) and
Delhi (2.2%) to Dubai, which account-
ed for a combined 4.9% of all flights
from India, These routes are followed
by Delhi-Kathmandu (1.6%), Del-
hi-Bangkok (1.4%) and Mumbai-Abu
Dhhabi (1.4%).

“Collectively, the top 10 routes
account for almost 15.5% of total
international flights,” it said.

» Air traffic, Page 5

Air traffic from B'luru to Delhiand
Mumhaiamung India’s densest

Air traffic, from Page 1

The other top routes were:
Delhi-London (1.3%), Chen-
nai-Colombo (1.3%), Ko-
chi-Abu Dhabi (1.3%), Chen-
nai-Singapore (1.2%) and
Kochi-Dubai (1.1%).

The report said the recov-
ery from the Covid-19 pan-
demic in India highlights the
resilience of air transport in
this rapidly growing and dy-
namic market. “Unsurprising-
ly, domestic traffic recovered
more quickly initially, but the

As of December 2024, it
said the international sectoris
almaost 20% above its 2019 ev-
el, while the domestic sectoris
more than 8% higherand such
a posiuve recovery reaffirms

o the strong demand within

BB Indlia for both domestic and

international market segment
has since closed the gap and
subsequently moved ahead,
following the reopening of
global borders,”" it said.

international air travel and
provides a firm foundation
forthe period ahead.

Approximately 174 million
passengers traveled [romand
within Indiabyairin 2024, ac-
counting for around 4.2% of
the global total.



AFRPUH ISAUT HORIT‘:‘ L}IF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 4 JUNE 2025

Airlines Stick to
NetZero Target

New Delhi Global airlines wrap-
pedup atwo-day summiton
Tuesday sticking to a target of net
zeroemissions by 2050, but
voicing fresh worries about the
availability of greener fuelsand
new planes.

The International Air Transport
Association said hitting the target
would cost carriers $4.7 trillion,
or $174 billiona year-at least
some of whichis likely to be
passed on as higher fares.

Despite earlier signs that some
airlines were growing more
sceptical about the chances of
reachingthe target, IATA avoided
re-openingasensitive debateon
net zeroas bosses pointedtoa
narrow window for the industry
to meet its goals. —Reuters
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Adani Group Wants Another Slice of Aviation Pie

TO ENTER GROUND HANDLING Co to form new firm to bid for airport contracts after Turkish player Celebi exits India

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Adani Groupis rea-
dying to enter the business of air-
port ground handling, Arun Bansal,
CEQaof thegroup'sairportarmsaid,
evien asTurkish firm Celebiexits the
business following the withdrawal
of itssecurity clearance,

Adani Airport Holdings (AAHL),
leed by Bansal, would float a separate
company to bid for contracts at va-
riousairports. Many of those will be
upforbidding after the exit of Celebi
Adrport Services,

“We will participate in the tender
of Mumbaiairport. There iz oppor-
tunity at the eight airports cur-
rently owned by us but we will also
look to provide services to other
airports,” Bansal told ET on Tues-
day on the sidelines of the Annual
General Meeting of the Internatio-
nal Air Transport Association in
New Delhi.

Turkish firm Celebi's security
clearance was revoked by the Bu-

Spreading its Wings &

Adani owns 8 airports, including =

Mumbai and Navi Mumbai
™  Anurag Adani will Group will bid
- Srivastava, compate for Mumbai and

ex-Bird with Al SATS, | other airports
Group ground | Bird Group,
handling head, | Indothal, and
has been Al Airport
hired as CED Services =

>

rean of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) after Turkey’s support to
Pakistan duringthe recent geopo-
litical conflict.

Ground handling includes servi-
ces like passenger handling and
check-in, baggage handling, cargo
handling and management, aircraft
servicing and maintenance, ramp
services, and catering,

The Adani Group, which owns

eight airports, including the Mum-
bai and upcoming Navi Mumbai fa-
cilities, has hired Anurag Srivasta-
va, who earlier headed ground hand-
lingbusiness for Bird group, as CEO.
Adani will face competition from
Alir India SATS—a joint venture of
Air India and Singapore's SATS,
Bird group, Indothaiand the govern-
ment-owned Al Alrport Services.
Celebi Aviation Helding, the pa-

210,000 Cr Gosyimeraimens

rentof Celebi Airport Serviees, ope-
rated ground handling services at
nineairports in India including Del-
hi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Cochin, Hy-
derabad and Goa,

Following the cancellation of se-
curity licences of Celebi, India’s
top metro airports including Del-
hi, Bengaluru and Adani-owned
Mumbaiairport terminated cont-
racts with the company and tem-

porarily replaced them with
other operators.

India’s ground handling policy
mandates that that every major
airport with annual passenger
traffic of atleast a million must
have three ground handlers
while non-major airports must
have two.

The Adani Groupislookingtoget
into all the allied businesses in the
airport sector where it is trying to
consolidate its position.

People in the know said the group
has chalked out a plan where it
willtry togrow the business intwo
ways—one by acquiring more air-
ports and the second by moving into
various segments of airport servi-
ces like maintenance, repair and
operations (MRO) and ground hand-
ling, duty free stores.

The group will invest over 10,000
crore in FY26 and plans to demerge
its airports division within the next
-5 vears and doa public listing.

Last vear it acquired India's oldest
MRO, Airworks.
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RANCHI

Bird hits
IndiGo flight
Around 175 passengers
had a close shave after an
IndiGo flight suffered a
bird hit and made an
emergency landing at
Ranchi's Birsa Munda
Airport on Manday, an
official said, All the pas-
sengers and crew
members are safe while
the aircraft Airbus 320
suffered damage, he said.
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Flight suffers bird hit

Around 175 passengers had a close shave afteran IndiGo flight
suffered a bird hit and made an emergency landing at the
Birsa Munda Airport in Ranchi district of Jharkhand on
Monday. ‘The IndiGo flight was coming from Patna to Ranchi,’
said Ranchi airport director RR Maurya. ]
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ETIHAD AVIATION GROUP GROUP CEO ANTONOALDONEVES

‘All India-Abu Dhabi traffic
rights exhausted, time to
explore expansion of bilaterals’

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

THE EMIRATE of Abu Dhabi
could be the next Gulf territory
toapproach Indiaseeking anex-
pansion ofthe bilateral air serv-
ices agreement as existing traf-
fic rights have been exhausted
by Abu Dhabi-based Etihad as
well as India's airlines.

According to Antonoaldo
Neves, the group chief executive
officer of Etihad Aviation Group,
it istimeforaviation authorities
of India and Abu Dhabi to initi-
ate discussions on expanding the
traffic rights, also called bilater-
als in aviation parlance.

While almost all major
Indian airlines fly to Abu Dhabi
and share the 50,000 seats per
week per direction of the traffic
rightsamong themselves, Etihad
is the only carrier from the emi-
rate and accounts for all the
50,000 seats in Abu Dhabi's
guota.

Till one-and-half years ago,
both Etihad and Indian airlines
had room available to add seats
on India-Abu Dhabi routes. In
fact, Indian carriers were to-
gether utilising just about 30 per
centofthe seatquota atthe tme,
while Etihad was using around
50 per cent, Neves said, But
within the last one year, both
sides have fully exhausted their
respective traffic  rights.
Currently, there is nodiscussion
betweenIndia and AbuDhabion

$The IndianEXPRESS

What
are
@ bilaterals?

EXPLAINED

AIRSERVICES agree-
ments, also known as bi-
laterals, are pacts be-
tween two countries that
governair traffic between
them. Among other
things, they may stipulate
seatcapadty that aidines
fromeach country can
deploy on flights between
the two countries,

expansion of bilaterals.

“We have about 170 flights
perweek. Aboutone-and-a-half
years ago, we were using only
half of the bilaterals, but now
we're using all the traffic rights,
and India too. IndiGo addeda lot
(of flights), and Akasa (Air)
added some. IndiGo now is ac-
tually flying from 13 cities into
AbuDhabi..I think now we have
all the conditions for starting a
discussion again about traffic
rights, because it's going to be
good for the Indian carners as
well as us," Neves said.

The exhaustion of India-Abu
Dhabi traffic nghts comes at a
time when another UAE carrier
Emirates has been urging India
to increase seats under the India-
Dubai bilateral air services
agreement beyond the limit of
around 66,000 seats per week

Wed, 84 June 2025

per direction, but the Indian gov-
ermment appears to be unwill-
ing tolend an ear. Unlike air serv-
ices agreements with most
countries, India’s bilaterals with
the UAE are emirate-specific.

The Indian government and
major carriers like Air India and
IndiGo have ambitions to have
more direct international con-
nectivity from India and to turn
the country into an international
aviation hub. Asignificant nume-
berof passengers flying to ar-off
destinations from India take
connecting flights through ma-
jorglobal hubs outside the coun-
try, Dubai and Doha forinstance.
India wants its carriers to ramp
up wide-body operations, in-
stead of facilitating foreign air-
lines, particularly Gulf-based
carriers with deep pockets, in
ferrying passengers—transfer
traffic from India—to Europe and
beyond via theirlarge hubs. Put
simply, increasing seats under
bilateral pacts does not sit well
with India’s grand aviation am-
bitions.

MNeves, however,said thatthe
concern that large Gulf carriers
like Etihad are taking away a lot
of transfer traffic from Indiawas
unfounded, and that airlines
price seats on the basis of de-
mandand their network. He said
that the demand is significant
enough to accommodate trans-
fer traffic as well as point-to-
point traffic.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77 @
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Airspace can’t be used as retaliatory
tool, civilian flights not to be targetted

S LAUTHA & Maw Dol

AIRSPACE must never be woap
onised in conflicts, and civilian
ajreraft should never become
casualties——dellberate or accel-
dental—ol military operat lons,
said Nick Careen, Senior Vice
President of Operations & Se
curity at the Inter natlonal Afr
Transport Association (TATA),

Speaking of the IATA Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday,
Careen said that governments
worldwide are working togeth
er to enhance coordinat]on and
establish clear global protocols
to protect civil aviation in con
Nlet 2ones

"Governments must step up,
enhance intelligence-sharing.
and establish clearer global
protocols to prevent such rag
edies and safeguard civilian
aviation,” Careen said.

Citing rising threats to Dight
galety, Careen said, “There
needs to be a better balance be
tween connectivity aAnd geopo-
litical issues that always puts
national security and interna
tional law in the forefront. In
atead, we S Girspace used 55 &
retaliatory tool.”

The [allout from gobal con-

Better co-ordination

When asked on the halstorm
incident on May 21in which an
Indiza Delhi-Srinagar flight was
imvolved, Nick Careen, Sanlor VP
at the international Alr Tmnsport
Association, said, “The learing
from It would involve better
co~omdination. 1am sure that's
sornething that would be under
contidemation”

flicts is already hitting the avia-
tion sector hard, In 2023, two
civilian alreraft were shot
down in Kazakhstan and Su-
dan. claiming 3 lives. The on
poing Russin-Ukralne war con-
tinues (o disrupt Enropean
alrepace, withup to 2,000 fii ghts
belng rerosted or cancelled on
An avVerage summer |l."|_'.' dueto
closed Ukrainian airspace and
sanctions on Rusaia. That's

ahwout 6% of total daily network
traffic, Careen noted. Another
1,500 Qights are rerouted datly
to svoid restricied alrspace,
causing logistical chaos and in-
creased Duel consumipt ion

Conflict 2anes in West East,
especially around lsrael, have
added to the erisis. In October
2ctd, multiple Oights had to
nke emergency actions alter
encountering [ranian missiles
almed at Brael “The presence
of missiles in active Night cor-
ridors raised serious safety is
sues.” Carcen sabl.

Thesediversions not anly im-
pavet safity but also have steep
financial and environmental
consequences, often making
routes economically nunviable
fior aidines.

However, the Industry’s trow-
bles aren’t limited to peopoliti-
cal conflicts, A severe shortage
of aircraft and engines Is crip
pling operations globally, As
many as 1,100 aireraft under 1
years old—3.8% of the global
Meat —are currently grounded
due to engine {ssues, a sharp
s from just 1.3% before 2018,
Most af these groundings are
linked] to PW 100K engine prob-
leme, Careen reveaksd.
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‘Need greater tax certainty to
grow India's aviation sector’

PRESS TRUST OF INDMA B MNew Delhi

Global airdines’ grouping IATA on
Tuesday said India has a complex
taxation system and “greater certainty” on
taxes will be important to exploit the
potential of the countrys fast growing
civil aviation market.

India is among the civil aviation
markets that has incredible growth
opporiunities and s growth rate is
expected to surpass that of China, IATA
Director General Willie Walsh said.

Against the backdrop of some foreign
adrlines receiving tax notices in India in
recent times, Walsh said “India has a very
complex tax system and it has been a
feature of our industry for many vears. So,
it is ot a new issue”

For the country to fully exploit the
potential and to translate the vision into a
reality, Walsh said the isue of taxation
does have to be addressed.

“Thats not o say that you have to

eliminate the taxation, but I think vou do
need 1o have a cearer understanding as lo
how the taxation rules apply,’ Walsh said
al a briefing in the national capital in
response o a query, Elsborating on the
issue, he said that airdines sometimes get a
new inlerpretation of an exsting rule
thats completely different to the way it
was inlerpreted previously.

Such a situation then leads to a claim
for taves that haven't been paid and it
beads to years of litigation and discussions
which :vcn'luull} get resolved. In mary
cases it gets resolved in favour of the
airline, Walsh noted. Going forward, he
sadd, “if India is to genuinely exploit the
massive opportunity that exists here,
greater certainly around the taxation
would be important”.

The Imterpational Air Transport
Association (IATA) represents over 350
airlines, induding Air India, IndiGo and
Spicefet, that account for more than B0
per cent of the global air traffic.
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IndiGo flight suffers bird
hit en-route Ranchi

Around 175 passengers had a close shave
after an IndiGo flight suffered a bird hit
and made an emergency landing at
Ranchi's Birsa Munda Airport on Monday.
While all the passengers and crew
members are safe, the aircraft suffered
damage, according to officials. The
incident occurred at 1.14 pm. “An IndiGo
flight suffered a bird hit near Ranchi. It
was approximately 10 to 12 nautical miles
away from here, at about 3,000 to 4,000
feet altitude, when the incident occurred,
and the pilot had to make an emergency
landing here,” RR Maurya, Director of
Birsa Munda Airport in Ranchi said. The
aircraft, which was coming to Ranchi, was
scheduled to go to Kolkata, according to
another official. IndiGo officials, however,
did not make any comment.
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Investin India, the third-largest aviation
market: PM toworld’s top aviation cos

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 JUNE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday invited world's
leading aviation companies
to invest in India, saying
“India has emerged as the
world s third-largest domestic
aviation market, driven by
rapid growth in passenger
numbersand transformational
policy interventions like the
UDAN scheme."
Addressing the Intemational
Air Transport Association's
8l1stAnnual General Meeting,
the prime minister said fol-
lowing India's emergence as
theword's third-largest domes-
tic aviation market, fueled by
initiatives like the UDAN
scheme, the government aims
to expand to over 350 airports
by 2047. Asserting that "today,
Indiais emerving as aleading

o
T3
o

forceinthe Global Space-Avi-
ation convergence and is the
world's third-largest domestic
aviation market”, the prime
minister said, "The success
of the UDAN scheme is a
golden chapterin Indian civil
aviation. For theworld'sleading
aviation companies, India
presents an excellent oppor-
tunity for investment.”

The World Air Transport
Summit held its 81st Annual
General Meetingon Monday
with the focus on key issues
facing the aviation industry,

including the Economics of
the Airline industry, Air Con-
nectivity, Energy Security,
Sustainable Aviation Fuel Pro-
duction, Financing Decar-
bonization, and Innovations,
among others. Asserting that
“today’s India is filled with
self-confidenceandisa symbol
of inclusive development”,
the prime minister underlined:
"The speed ofinnovation and
technological upgradation is
unprecedented.” Emphasizing
that this summit and dialogue
serve as a platform not only
foraviation but also foradvane-
ing global cooperation, dimate
commitments, and equitable
growth, Prime Minister Modi
highlighted that discussions
at the summit had provided
anew direction to global avi-
ation, unlocking its infinite
possibilities and optimizing
its potential.



AIRFUF« fSAIIIHUF‘?#Tl’ ¥ iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 4 JUNE 2025

Have to deliver maximum
planes to IndiGo, AL: Airbus

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: For Airbus, Indi-
Go and Air India are now
among the top three airline
customers globally with the
maximum backlog oraireraft
vet to be delivered, according
to the aerospace major’s EVP
(sales, commercial aircraft)
Benoit de Saint-Exupery. It
has to deliver 916 and 344 air-
craft, majority of which are
narrow body, to IndiGo and
Al respectively, said an offici-
al. Malayvsia-based AirAsia
Group, which once used to
run a JV airline in India with
the Tatas, isat the second spot
at 393 planes,

In Delhi for the IATA
AGM, Benoit had some good
news for airlines that are get-
ting increasingly frustrated
with delivery delays (inclu-
ding from Boeing too). “We
are seeing the first signs of

stability in
supply chain.
We (are) now
back to the pre-
Covid level of
producing 60
A320 family of
single aisle planes every
month and hope to increase
this number to 75 by 2027. We
have the orders and are ram-
ping up production and every
commercial (Airbus) aircraft
that’s flying going forward
will be made partly made in
India,” Benoit said.

Asked if the order book
for 1,750 planes from IndiGo
and Al makes a case for India
to get a final assembly line
{FAL), Benoit said: “We will
have final assembly lines on
the other products (one for
H125 helicopters for its civil
range and other for C295 mili-
taryaircraft). Oncommercial
aircraft side, we are looking
at expanding our footprint

with industry here in India.
Sourcing from India has
much value than an FAL for
commercial aircraft and we
are constantly increasing the
same from here. Airbus sour-
cing from India was $500 mil-
lon in 2020. We crossed the $1-
billion mark in 2023 and last
vear we were at $1.4 billion.
We will reach § 2 billion befo-
re the end of the decade.”

Remi Maillard, presi-
dentof AirbusIndiaand MD
of south Asia region, said:
“India is not only a market
forus. It hasbecome a strate-
gic resource and industrial
base for Airbus.”

About delays in aircraft
deliveries due to supply chain
issues, Benoit said: “Now we
are seeing the first signs of
stability in the supply chain.
But you, you never quite rest
because, as we all know, the si-
tuation can change quite qu-
ickly nowadays.”
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IndiGo’s Ranchi-bound flight suffers
bird hit, makes emergency landing

Dhrubajyoti.Malakar
@timesofindia.com

Ranchi: A Ranchi-bound Indigo
flight from Patna carrying 175
passengers made an emergency
landing at Birsa Munda Airport
in Ranchion Monday after a bird
reportedly hit the aireraft.

The nose of the Airbus A320
suffered damage, but all passen-
gersand crew on board the flight,
6E6902, were unharmed.

Ranchi airport director R R
Mourya said, “The aircraft was
approximately 1012 nautical

miles away from Ranchi and was

flying at an altitude of 3,000-
4,000ft when it was hit by a big
bird, which looked likea vulture,
following which it had to make
an emergency landing. The
flight landed safely at 1:14 pm,
and the passengers are safe.”

Mourya said the aireraft suf-
fered adent after the bird hit, and
technical experts were assessing
thedamage,

The flight was scheduled to
depart for Kolkata from Ranchi,
but was terminated as the air-
craft was grounded due to the
damage.

3 JUNE 2025
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FLYING HIGH: INDIAN AVIATION TAKES OFF
3RD-LARGEST MARKET WITH ROOM TO GROW

In 2024, India emerged as the third-largest air
transport market in the world, with about 174
million passengers, contributing 4.2% to global
passenger traffic. While still behind the US (18.1%)
and China (16.7%), India's aviation sector is
experiencing rapid expansion and is poised for
transformative growth over the next two decades

TOP DOMESTIC ROUTES

PROJECTED

GROWTH

® Annual passenger
growth rate

5.6% through 2044
® Passenger
journeys in 2044 |
Estimated to reach
599 million, up

by 425 million

from 2024

® Trips per 1,000
inhabitants |

Rising from '148
(2024) to 258 (2044)

Historical
momentum:
2011-2019 growth
rate | 10.3% CAGR in
Origin-Destination
(0-D) air passenger
journeys

Air routes (2015-2024)
| Increased from

990 to 1,930,

a 94% growth

Mumbai-Delhi

Bengaluru-Delhi

9% of domestic

27,000 (24)
Bengaluru-Mumbai
25000 (22
Top international routes: . )
Delhi/ Top 10 it o Trend:
Mumbai -Dubai international B ; Despite
( med) | l RES DY'NAMICS Dumest?;:l tl'e"I|'1::tle-l;mal.lii;mail Covid-related
4.9% of 15.5% of total ﬁ;‘“ﬁ?ﬁ%&ci & % IE‘-’,,:'E-m spikes, fares
international  international MarKket snare: s are declining
traffic flights {up from 51% in 2014) cheaper than in 2011 again
" : Duration WE¥\|/W Journey comparisons (2024): Fares are Fare (2)
Train | KW@ for 1A (train) vs average airfare across classes Train B Al
33-45h
TI 29-37Th 29-34h 27-3Th 21-28h 17-26h 18-25h 8-13h
2h 50m 2h50m| |2h45m 2h 40m 2h 15m 2h 10m 1h45m 1h 15m
7,140
B s 5B e 5B 420 319
5550 7150 4960 6000 4460 5210 33000 5350 I
Delhi-Bengaluru l Kalkata-Bengaluru Delhi-Hyderabad J. Mumbai-Bengaluru
Dethi-Chennai Mumbai-Kolkata Delhi-Kolkata  Hyderabad-Bengaluru
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