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High Court blow to AAI on
disputed property in Hyd

L. RAVICHANDER
HYDERABAD, JUNE 2

A two-judge panel of
the Telangana High
Court, comprising
Chief Justice Alok
Aradhe and Justice N.V.
Shravan Kumar, reject-
ed a batch of writ
appeals filed by the
estate officer and APD,
Airports Authority of
India (AAI). The appel-
lant was before the
bench, aggrieved by an
order of a single judge
who had quashed
orders issued by the
authority under the
Public Premises
(Eviction of
Unauthorised
Occupations) Act, 1971.
The appellant was
ordered to remove flats
in Archana
Apartments. The
aggrieved persons
moved the High Court
claiming title over the
property. on which they
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the
flats after obtaining
loans from banks. It

was the case of the AAl
that that the building

had constructed

was constructed by
encroaching upon its
land to an extent of 570
square yards. As such,
it had directed the peti-
tloner/respondent to
remove the flats. There
were civil suits between
the original owner and
the AAI; when the latter
lost its case, it could not
have issued the
impugned notice under
the Act. A single judge
on a detailed considera-

tion of the facts of the
case allowed the writ
petitions, aggrieved by
which the AAI
embarked unsuccessful-
ly in the present batch
of appeals. Senior
counsel E. Madan
Mohan Rao argued that
the single judge had
come to the wrong con-
clusion that there was a
bona fide dispute of
title and the issue was
to be adjudicated in
civil courts, whereas it
was a dispute of sur-
vey/boundary/identifi-
cation of the property
in respect of the land
bearing Survey No. 15
held by AAI, which
could be resolved by the
authority  concerned
under Act 40 of 1971.
Rejecting the plea of the
appellant, the panel,
speaking through
Justice Shravan Kumar,
said that the airport
authorities ought to
have taken steps when

the construction was in
progress on the disput-
ed site. However, they
issued the impugned
proceedings in the writ
petition belatedly and
that too after the con-
struction was complet-

ed. Rejecting the
appeals, the panel
would not place

reliance on the AAI sur-
vey conducted without
issuing notice to the
affected parties. “The
core issue involved in
these appeals, which
falls for consideration,
is the very identifica-
tion of the disputed
property and clear
demarcation of bound-
ary, which is only possi-
ble by way of proper
survey and thereby
rights of the parties
would be determined.
In view of the same, the
parties are left open to
pursue their remedies
as available under law,”
the panel concluded.
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Three locations in the city

receive hoax bomb threat

An anonymous email with a message that bombs
would be detonated at three places, including the
airport, was received at Tamil Nadu’s police
control room. This is the second such threat in
just a week. The airport received a bomb threat
via email on May 26, following which security
was intensified, before investigators found that
the threat was a hoax. This time, the sender
claimed that the bomb would explode at the
airport, the YMCA building on N.S.C. Bose Road
and YMCA campus in Nandanam, the police said.
Immediately, top-level police officers in the city
were alerted. A bomb detection and disposal
squad went to all three spots and checked them
thoroughly. The police then declared that the
threat was a hoax. Efforts are on to trace the

sender of the email.
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stories are available:

Two pages of exclusive content appear on The Hindu
ePaper, Chennai edition (epaper.thehindu.com) every
Monday and Wednesday. In today's issue, the following

= Metro Rail work near Thirumangalam signal causes
severe bottlenecks bit.ly/thirumangalamsignal

bit.ly/wellmaderomances

» A city that inevitably falls for well-made romances

» Chennai witnessing an increase in pedestrian fatalities,
says study bit.ly/pedestrianfatalities

bit.ly/professionalsareedrape

® |t takes a professional to drape a sari

» Commuters put to hardship as fans don’t function at
the Ambattur Old Terminus bit.ly/ambatturoldterminus

= A massacre that shook Chennai more than three
decades ago bit.ly/chennaimassacre

following articles are available:

Text & Context and Science

Weekday features on The Hindu epaper
(epaperthehindu.com) carries explainers, special articles
and quizzes. In the latest issue (June 3, Monday), the

bit.ly/inequalityexp

» Does inequality lead to growth?

» Tonga volcano could cause unusual weather for rest of
decade: study bit.ly/volcanoweather

You can use your smartphone’s inbuilt features to access
these articles. Ifit's an Android phone, use Google Lens
to read and tap the url to access an article. If it’s an
iPhone, use Live Text on camera to do the same,

Two boys attacked by pet
dogs in separate incidents

In one of the cases, the dogs, a Rottweiler and a Boxer, had not been licensed or registered with

the Greater Chennai Corporation. The owner of the dogs has been booked by the Puzhal police

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

wo incidents of
T children being at-
tacked by pet dogs

were reported on Saturday
in two different places of
the city.

In one incident, J. Ger-
ald, 12, was attacked by
two pet dogs in Kolathur
Teachers’ Colony while
walking on the road on Sa-
turday evening. John Fe-
drix, the dogs’ owner, was
taking his pets for a walk.
The dogs, a Rottweiler and
a Boxer, were not licensed
or registered with the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC). The parents ad-
mitted Gerald to a private
hospital in the area and
lodged a complaint with
the police. The Puzhal pol-
ice registered a case
against John Fedrix under
the Sections 289 (Negligent
conduct with the animals)
and 336 (Act endangering
life or personal safety of
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The two dogs in the Kolathur incident will be under observation at
the Blue Cross shelter for 10 days. GETTY IMAGES, PHOTO USED FOR
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others) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), the police said.
GCC Veterinary Officer ].
Kamal Hussain said the
dogs were rescued and
were under observation at
the Blue Cross shelter.
“The boy’s condition is
stable. The dogs’ regular
veterinarian confirmed via
phone call that both had
been vaccinated. However,
physical documents were
not presented. The dogs
will be under observation

for 10 days to confirm their
vaccination status,” he
said. “There are no provi-
sions in the GCC rules for
withholding the dogs per-
manently. If the owners
obtain a license and regis-
tration before these 10
days, the dogs will be re-
turned to the owner. Oth-
erwise, action will be ta-
ken,” Mr. Hussain said.

In the other case, a 16-
year-old boy was bitten by
a pet dog at K.K. Nagar on

Saturday night. The police
identified the victim as D.
Anbarasu.

Chased and bitten
On Saturday night, when
he was walking on the
street with his friend, his
neighbour’s pet dog
chased and bit him in the
leg. He was taken to a near-
by hospital and treated.
On the K.K. Nagar inci-
dent, Mr. Hussain said they
received the information
on Sunday, and that the in-
spection of the dog will be
done on Monday. “The
vaccination status of the
dog, and its license details
will be verified,” he said.
In May, a child playing at
a GCC park was mauled by
two Rottweilers. The pet
dogs attacked the mother
as well. The police arrested
the owners and the civic
body made it mandatory
for all pet owners to obtain
licence and get their pets
vaccinated before taking
them out in public places.

AAI plans to install

additional lifts and
escalators at airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has been plan-
ning to install additional
lifts and escalators outside
the domestic and interna-
tional terminals.

AAI officials said the air-
port had been seeing about
50,000 passengers every
day, and when the number
of passengers goes up,
there would be a need to
ramp up infrastructure in
the terminals, such as lifts
and escalators.

“Passengers coming
from or going to the multi-
level car parking or the
Chennai Metro Rail station
usually use the lifts and es-
calators to go to the depar-
ture or arrival hall,” an AAI
official said.

At present, there is one
set of escalators and an ele-
vator each outside the
domestic terminals, T1 and
T4, and international ter-
minal, T2.

But a study done recent-
ly indicated that more ele-

vators and escalators out-
side the domestic and
international terminals will
make things convenient for
passengers.

“A consultant did a stu-
dy about ways to improve
traffic outside the termi-
nals, passenger facilities,
and signage. One of the re-
commendations is to in-
crease the number of esca-
lators and lifts. As the
passenger traffic grows,
more people will shuttle
between the terminals,
parking area, and Metro
station. It is important to
create infrastructure for fu-
ture growth,” the ofhicial
said.

The city airport has
been bustling with con-
struction activities for the
last few years due to the
Phase II Modernisation
Project, which has been
undertaken at an estimat-
ed cost of 32,500 crore.
Currently, the AAI has be-
gun construction of the se-
cond part of the new inte-
grated terminal building
(T3).

191 landless SC/ST labourers benefited through T.N. Adi Dravidar
Housing and Development Corpn’s land purchase scheme in 2023

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

A total of 191 landless agri-
cultural labourers from
Scheduled Caste and Sche-
duled Tribe communities
benefited from the land
purchase scheme of Tamil
Nadu Adi Dravidar Hous-
ing and Development Cor-
poration (TAHDCO) in
2023.

To improve the socio-
economic conditions of
landless labourers from SC
and ST communities in Ta-

P.S. Educational Society launches
coaching centre for UPSC exam

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

The P.S. Educational Socie-
ty has launched a coaching
centre for aspirants who
wish to ace the civil servic-
es exam.

The Sri Kanchi Mahas-
wami Academy for Civil
Services, a unit of the so-
ciety, will admit 30 stu-
dents in its first batch and
prepare them for the preli-
minary examination in
2025, said society presi-
dent KV.S. Gopalakrish-
nan, a former Indian Police
Service officer.

As part of this effort,
former Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC)
Chairman D.P. Agarwal ad-
dressed students and pa-
rents at the P.S. Senior Se-
condary School on R.K.

The Sri Kanchi
Mahaswami Academy
for civil services will
offer classes at P.S.
Senior Secondary
School on

R.K. Mutt Road

Mutt Road on Sunday. Mr.
Agarwal, who had been
the UPSC’s Chairman from
2008 to 2014, gave the au-
dience a glimpse of what
civil services was about.

Annually, around 12
lakh candidates apply for
around 15,000 vacancies,
which the government an-
nounces. “My experience
in the 11 years I was in the
commission is that UPSC
only selects based on me-
rit,” he said.

The selection commit-

Man kills father-in-law in
domestic dispute, held

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Koyambedu police on
Sunday arrested a 36-year-
old man for allegedly mur-
dering his father-in-law fol-
lowing a domestic dispute.

The police identified the
victim as K. Kannan, 65, of
Maduravoyal.

On May 23, he scolded
his son-in-law Mahesh for
quarrelling  with  his
daughter.

[rritated by this, Mahesh
hit Kannan on the head

CM
K

with a rock when the latter
was sleeping near Varasak-
thi Vinayagar temple in the
locality.

Admitted to hospital
The injured Kannan was
admitted to a government
hospital, and his son Siva-
kumar lodged a police
complaint.

On Saturday, Kannan
died at the hospital with-
out responding to treat-
ment.

The police arrested Ma-
hesh on charges of murder.

»

tee does not differentiate
based on the number of at-
tempts or on the categories
to which the candidates
belong, he said. Mr. Agar-
wal urged the academy to
provide students books
that gave them the correct
information. Candidates
should also be taught the
importance of compre-
hending number manipu-
lation and English compre-
hension, he added.

Mr. Gopalakrishnan said
seven candidates had al-
ready enrolled in the pro-
gramme. The candidates
would be chosen based on
their performance in an

aptitude test. The aim is to
admit around 25 to 30 can-
didates. The classes will be
held at the school after
school hours and on holi-
days.

mil Nadu, the State govern-
ment introduced the land
purchase scheme in 2004.
The scheme focuses on
women whose annual fa-
mily income is not more
than 3 lakh. The applicant
should fall under the age
category between 18 and
65.

The applicant can
choose the parcel of land
she intends to purchase
from the seller, who should
not be a person belonging
to a SC/ST community. The
scheme provides subsidy

of maximum 50% of the
market value of the land or
T 5 lakh, whichever is less-
er, to each family and for
purchasing up to either 2.5
acres of nanjai or five acres
of punjai land. The land re-
gistration fees and stamp
duty are exempted under
the scheme.

In 2022, the Depart-
ment of Adi Dravidar and
Tribal Welfare allotted %10
crore to implement the
scheme.

According to the data
available with the TAHD-

General observers
appointed for city
ahead of vote counting

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Following the Election
Commission’s (EC) order,
general observers were ap-
pointed on Sunday for the
counting of votes for the
Lok Sabha election, sche-
duled to be held on June 4.

In Chennai North, Karti-
kay Dhanji Budhdhabhatti
(9445910953) has been ap-
pointed to oversee Tiruvot-
tiyvur and Dr. Radhakrish-
nan Nagar, while Rajesh
Kumar (9445910932) will
be the observer for Peram-
bur, Kolathur, and Thiru.

Vi. Ka. Nagar.
In Chennai Central, Ji-
tendra Kakuste

(9445910940) will oversee
Villivakkam, Egmore, and

The observers visited
the city on Sunday to
make preparations

Harbour, while D. Suresh
(9445910956) will handle
Chepauk-Triplicane, Thou-
sand Lights, and Anna Na-

gar.
For Chennai South,
Muddada Ravichandra

(9445910957) will monitor
counting for Virugambak-
kam, Saidapet, and T. Na-
gar Parliamentary consti-
tuencies, and Mohammed
Shafiq Chak (94459 10945)
will oversee Mylapore, Ve-
lachery, and Sholinganal-
lur. The observers visited
the city on Sunday to make
preparations.

€ BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

Sl
No.

INVITATION FOR TENDER (Only through kpp portal)

BWSSB invites tenders in Two Stage tender system from registered Agencies for the following works.
Office of the Chief Engineer (Project), 3rd Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bangalore-560 009.

Name of Work

IFT No.:BWSSB/CE(P)/ACE(Cstr&DCW)/TA/363/2024-25 Dated 31.05.2024

1. | Procurement of 10nos of BS-VI Chassis of Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) not less than
11 Ton suitable to mount 6000 litres capacity combination Machines (Suction Cum - jetting)
(to carry 4000 litres of water or 2000 litres of Sewage).

IFT No.:.BWSSBICE(P)/ACE(Cstr&DCW)/TA/364/2024-25 Dated 31.05.2024
2. | Procurement of 10nos of Suction Cum Jetting Machines of 6000 litres capacity
(to carry 4000 litres of water and 2000 litres of Sewage) to be mounted on suitable BS-V|
chassis provided by Board including equipment maintenance for 5 years.

Amount put to Tender
EMD Amount

Rs.2,05,03,560/-
| Rs.3,08,000/-

Rs.4,10,05,000/-
Rs.6,16,000/-

Sd/- Chief Engineer (Project)

For all the above works the last date for submission of completed tender documents is on 12.06.2024 before
15:00 Hrs. Technical Tender will be opened on 13.06.2024 at 16:00 Hrs.

The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-procurement portal process can be obtained by logging on to
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details contact the above signed office during working hours.

DIPRICPAT1/KAVITA24-25

CO, a total of 191 persons
benefited under the Land
Purchase Scheme in 2023.
A total of ¥ 8.96 crore of
subsidy has been distribut-
ed to the beneficiaries for
purchasing land. Since
2019, the scheme has bene-
fited a total of 215 persons.

M. Kalpana, a benefici-
ary from Periyammapa-
layam village near Veppan-
thattai in Perambalur
district, told The Hindu:
“The scheme was very use-
ful to me and my family.
Earlier, we did not own

land and used to work as
farm labourers. A few
months ago, I approached
the TAHDCO office in Pe-
rambalur to avail myself of
benefits under the scheme.
I received a sum of money
as subsidy and used it to
purchase a little over half
an acre of land. Along with
my family, I am involved in
sericulture now.”

Official sources said
TAHDCO also provides as-
sistance for land develop-
ment activities to benefici-
SC and ST

aries from

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

11-12-1933

JAYA KRISHNASWAMY

smt. Jaya Krishnaswamy passed away peacefully in the
early hours of 2nd June 2024 after a brief hospitalisation.

She is an alumna of Church Park school and Queen Mary's college
in Chennai. She was a teacher and later headmistress at
Mount St. Mary's in Delhi Cantonment, and at St. Mira's in Pune.
Her students and colleagues fondly remember her, as she did them.
In her retired life, together with her late husband, Air Vice Marshal
V. Krishnaswamy, she founded the Madhuram Narayan Centre for
exceptional children, with the support of the Sanmar family.
She was a deeply committed educator, mentor, and friend to all who
met her. She contributed much of her life to social causes,
scholarships for deserving students, and to the renovation of village
ponds and temples, including the family's ancestral village temple
at Perumbakkam. Her instant smile and attention brought
companionship and confidence to all.

Her circle of family and friends, across India and over the world, was
ever-growing, but she never compromised on personal closeness.
Active and energetic till the end, she inspired all by the ease with
which she made friends of all ages, and by her socially dedicated life.

She is much missed and will be forever remembered.

Vijay Raghavan, Usha, Venkatesh Prasad, Malini, Srinivasa Madhavan,
Julie, Varun, Ananya, Erin Jaya and Edward Krishna,

02-06-2024

JONATHAN VINCENT
DHARMADURAI
(Beloved father and grandfather)

07-07-1931 - 01-06-2024

Funeral service at St.Andrews
Church, Egmore (The Kirk) on
Maonday 03-06-2024 at 10.00 a.m.

Inserted by children and
grand children

IN MEMORY OF
YOUR LOVED ONES

To dedicate a space in
this section, Please contact:
044-28576300
from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

communities. A total of 146
persons benefited from the
land development scheme
in the last five years.

K.S. Kandasamy, Manag-
ing Director, TAHDCO said
the subsidy will be directly
given to the seller.

Earlier, the subsidy was
given as a percentage of
the guideline value, which
was relatively a very small
amount.

The scheme was remo-
delled to provide the subsi-
dy as a percentage of the
market value.

DR. C.H. VIJAYA (61), mother of Ms
P.Sunitha, Chennai-600018 expired on
31-05-2024, Eyes donated to Hotary
Rajan Eye Bank ( Project of Rotary
Club of Madras T. Magar), Chennai-17.
( Ph: 28340500)

. DEATH DEATH
ANNIVERSARIES

Mrs.LAKSHMI
W /o.Late D.Rangaswamy

Fondly Remembered b
Mrs. & Mr. R. Sundar & Sons'fami

20" ANNIVERSARY

P NARAYANAN ALIAS MANI

Respectable Homage to our
beloved Founder Trustee of
JRE Matric Hr Sec School, Ch- 26
JRE Matric Hr Sec School, Kattankulathur
JRK Global School, Kattankulathur
Janaki Ramachandran Matric School,Ch-26
Thai Sathya Matric School, Ch- 93
MGR Primary School, Ch- 26
MGR Hr Sec School, Ch- 24
Your's Ramachandran N

The Trustee & Correspondent

NINETEENTH ANNIVERSARY

Toll Free: 1800 102 4161
from 10.00a.m. to 10.00p.m.

For Placing
Advertisements Online
log onto

www.thehinduads.com

DONATE EYES
GIFT SIGHT

Founder Chairman & Managing Director
31.05.66

“Missing you every single moment

Fondly Remembered by:

C.N. HARI

03.06.2005

Bless and guide us to continue
with your goals & values”

Wife, Son, Relatives,
Friends & Staff of
BESMAK COMPONENTS
PVT.LTD., Chennai.
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Bomb threat note on Vistara tlight
triggers full emergency at airport

The aircraft was
taken to an isolation
bay and searched, but
no bomb was found

Yogesh Naik

youesh.naik@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A Vistara flight oper-
ating on the Paris-Mumbai route
received a bomb threat after
which a full emergency was
declared at the city airport prior
to its arrival at 10.19am on Sun-
day. The aircraft was taken to an
isolation bay and searched after
it landed, but no bomb or suspi-
cious object was found. Passen-
gers on board were evacuated
using a step ladder.

The Vistara UK 024 flight had
294 passengers and 12 crew mem-
bers on board when a hand-writ-
ten note was found on an airsick-
ness bag in the flight, claiming the
presence of a bomb, said sources.
“We confirm that a security con-
cern 'was noted by our staff while

The bomb threat note was found on board a Vistara Paris-

Mumbai flight.

onboard Vistara flight UK 024
operating from Paris to Mumbai
on June 2 Following the protocol,
we immediately informed rele-
vant authorities. The flight landed
at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, Mumbai
and we are fully cooperating with
the security agencies for all the
mandatory checks,” said a Vistara
spokesperson.

This was the third incident of

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

bomb scare involving airlines in
the pastweek.

On Saturday, an IndiGo flight
from Chennai to Mumbai made
an emergency landing in Mumbai
due to a bomb threat. “Upon land-
ing in Mumbai, the crew followed
protocol and the aircraft was
taken to an isolation bay as per
security agency guidelines,” the
airline said in a statement. All pas-
sengers werc safely evacuated, the

\.l

We are fully
cooperating with
the security
agencies
SPOKESPERSON, Vistars

statement noted.

On May 28, an IndiGo flight
from Varanasi to New Delhi
received a similar threat, which
the police, after thorough check-
ing, determined was a hoax.
According to a Delhi Police offi-
cer, a female caller informed the
airport security that her hus-
band, travelling on the IndiGo
flight, was carrying a bomb in
his handbag. When the passen-
ger was interrogated, he told the
police that his wife was “men-
tally unfit”, and she had made
the call after watching news
about a bomb threat on an air-
craft a few days earlier.

Flier tries to open door, arrested

Megha Sood

meghasood@htiive.com

MUMBAI: The Sahar police
on Saturday arrested a
25-year-old man after he
allegedly tried to open the
rear door of an Air India
Express flight and created a
ruckus onboard after being
intercepted by other passen-
gers and crew members.
The flight, IX 473, was
enroute to Bahrain from
Kozhikode when the inci-
dent occurred, said police. It
took off from Kozhikode at
around 10.10am, with the
passenger, identified as
Abdul Nadukodil, allocated
seat number 15, the crew
told police. Around two
hours later, Nadukondil
allegedly got up from his
seat and went o the rear end
of the aircraft, where he
pushed a cabin crew mem-

ber and tried to open the air-
craft door. The cabin crew
explained to him that his act
could jeopardise all occu-
pants’ lives and made him
return to his seat.

Soon, however, Nadukon-
dil began verbally abusing
other passengers and threat-
ening to open the aircraft
door again. The cabin crew
moved him to another seat
but also thought it was best
to deplane him considering
his overall behaviour.

The complainant, a Mum-
bai-based security officer,
said thatat 12.52pm on Sat-
urday, an alert was received
that the flight would have to
be diverted to Mumbai due
to an unruly passenger.

The flight landed at
1.30pm, following which the
crew offloaded Nadukondil
and handed him over to
security personnel.
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Cancellations of
flight irk flyers at
Tirupati airport

Tirupati: A series of flight
cancellations at Tirupati air-
port that tooat the last minute
within a week has come as a
major concern for the devote-
esaswellasother passengers,

According to  officials,
three flights had to be cancel-
led at the last minute in the
last week due to various rea-
sons. And, on Saturday, pas-
sengers who received their
boarding passes were in for a
rude shock when they were
informed that the Hyderabad
bound Spicedet flight was
cancelled due to technical re-
asons, Though the passeng-
ers protested for a whileat the
airport, they called off their
protests after the airline pro-
mised to refund their ticket
fares.
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25-yr-old arrested for

assaulting cabin crew
Tried to open AI Express flight door

Mumbai, June 3: The
Mumbai police has
arrested a 25-year-old

assaulted the cabin crew
and tried to apen the door
of the aircraft, he said.

man for allegedly assault-
ing the cabin crew
onboard an Air India
Express flight from
Kozhikode to Bahrain
and trving to open the
door of the aircraft, an
official said on Monday:
The accused, Abdul
Musavir Nadukandee,
was arrested after the
flight made an emergency
landing at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) on
Saturday, an official from
the Sahar police said.
Mr Nadukandee, who
hails from Kerala, woke
up when the flight took
off from Kozhikode and
immediately went to the
back of the aircraft,
where he allegedly

When the crew mem-
bers managed to bring the
man back to his seat, he
started verbally abusing
and assaulting other pas-
sengers and threatened to
open the emergency door;
the official said.

Fearing a security
threat, the pilot made an
emergency landing at
CSMIA and alerted the
security officials, he said.
A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under Sections 336 (act
endangering life), 504
(provocation to breach of
the peace), 506 (criminal
intimidation) and 323
(voluntarily causing
hurt) of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant provi-
sions of the Aireraft Act,
the official said. — PTY



AIF?PUR ISAUT HOF« ITY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ASIAN AGE DELHI 4 JUN 2024

Rising air traffic to Up revenues

Dubai, June 3: Global air-
lines on Monday raised
their profit forecast for
2024 and projected indus-
try-wide revenues just shy
of $1 trillion as a record
number of travellers
board flights.

The international air
transport association
(IATA) said it expected the
worldwide industry to
generate $30.5 billion of
profit this year, higher
than an upwardly revised
%274 billion in 2023 as car-
riers keep a lid on under-
Iying labour costs despite
recent strikes,

That comes just four
vears after the industry
collapsed to a $140 billion
loss in 2020 as a result of
the pandemic.

“The environment is bet-
ter than we had expected,
particularly in Asia”
director peneral Willie
Walsh said on the side-
lines of an annual meet-
ing of IATA's more than
300 members, which acco-

unt for more than 80 per
cent of global air traffic,

However, the airline
industry warned its abili-
ty to serve a strong
rebound in travel demand
is being hampered by dis-
ruption to global supply
chains, including deliver-
ies of its own Neets.

Passenger yvields - or the
average amount paid by a
passenger to fly one mile -
are expected to strengthen
by 3.2 per cent compared
with 2023, IATA said in a
twice-vearly  economic
outlook. In part, that is
because capacity growth

is constrained, driving up
average fares.

By contrast, the corre-
sponding figure for cargo
is expected to fall 17.5 per
cent in 2024 as freigh
markets return towards
normal patterns after boo-
ming during pandemic.

Airline activity is widely
seen as a litmus test for
business or consumer con-
fidence, as well as trade.

The industry has high
fixed costs and regula-
tions that discourage most
cross-border mergers,
meaning it remains firag-
mented.

“The margin remains
wafer thin; we're still look-
ing at a margin of just
over 3 per cetn,” Walsh
said, “(That) performance
is still well below where
the industry needs to be.”

In Asia, JATA more than
trebled its industry profit
forecast for 2024 to $2.2 bil-
lion despite a sluggish
recovery in international
travel in China. — Reuters
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JAPAN AIRLINES
IN CODESHARING
DEAL WITH INDIGO

Mumbai, June 3: Japan
Airlines on Monday said
it has entered into a code-
share arrangement with
IndiGo, which would help
the Japanese carrier
expand services to 14 des-
tinations of the domestic
carrier's network.

At present, Japan
Airlines operates its serv-
ices to Delhi and Bengalu-
ru from Tokyo. It offers
daily flight services to the
national capital from
Haneda Airport,

“The partnership
expands the choices avail-
able to Japan Airlines
customers for journevs
to/from Japan, using
IndiGo's extensive net-
work in  India,” said
Abhijit DasGupta, senior
vice president for net-
work planning and rev-
enue  management at
IndiGo. — PTT
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IATA raises profit outlook on
spike in passengers, revenue

HEADWINDS. ‘Industry faces supply-chain challenges, onerous regulations and taxes’

L]
Aneesh Phadnis
Dubai

The International Afr Trans-
port Association (IATA) has
strengthened its profit outlook
forglobal airlines in 2024 onthe
backofa record increase in pas-
sengersand revenue,

IATA, which represents 330
girlines plobally, expects air-
lines to post a $30.5 billion net
profit with nearly 81 trillion in
revenugin 2024,

Previously, IATA had fore-
casta $25.7 hillion net profit for
global airlines in 2024, and its
latest revision indicates a
strong recovery in air travel
from the pandemic years.

Revenue and profit estim-
ates have been pegged higher
even asairlines continue to face
aircraft delivery delays and sup-
plychain challenges.

“In a world of growing un-
certaintics, airlines continue to
shore up their profitability. The
expected aggregate net profitof
$30.5 billion in 2024 is a great

Willie Walsh, Director General, IATA eeumeas

achievement, considering the
recent deep pandemic losses.
With a record five billion air
travellers expected in 2024, the
human need to fly has never
been strongen,” [ATA's direetor
general, Willie Walsh, said at
the airline body's 80th annual
general meetingin Dubai.

He added that profitability is
expected to strengthen in 2024
asrevenues grow slightly faster
than cxpenses (9.7 per cent vs.,
9.4 per cent respectively).
While North American carriers
will be significant contributors

to industry profitability, the
Asia-Pacific region will contrib-
ute 1o passenger prowth, with
demand recoveries in China,
Tapan, and other countries,
Walsh cautioned that supply
chain challenges persist, and
the industry face challenges
like onerous regulations and
taxcs.

“The best thing that I can say
ahout the supplychain exasper-
ations of the last fow years is
that they appear to have not
gotren worse. On top of thar,
there is oncrous regulation. So,

there is plenty standing in the
way of sustainable industry-
level profits. But we can do it,”
Walsh remarked. Indian gov-
ermnment needs to open up for
foreign carriers

REGULATORY SUPPORT
Larer, responding 1o a query,
Walsh said the potential of In-
dianaviation can be furtherun-
locked with the right govern-
ment policies.

Walsh said, “If Tndia has o0
fulfil the ambitions of its air-
line industry and enable them
to become global carriers, ir
needs Lo open aceess,

Walsh said he is optimistic
about Tndia, *“T look at India,
and | am amazed by its poten-
tial. Back in 2000, the Indian do-
mestic market represented 0.4
per cent of global aviation and
Last vear, it became 18 per cent.
The potential exists and can be
unlocked with the right govern-
ment policies, " he added.

Thiewr iter lsin Dubal at the inyitaton

of IATA
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San Francisco flight delay
could have been handled
better, says Air India

Anessh Phadnis
Dubai

Air India could have handled
the Delhi-San  Francisco
flight  disruption in a
better way, 2 senior official of
the airline said.

Last Thursday, theairline’s
auxiliary power unit flight
was delayed by over 24 hours,
inviting passenger ire and a
show-cause notice from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation. “We have given
COMmpensation to passengers
for inconvenience and dis-
ruption. We offered accom-
modation and food. But, the
way it was handled could
have been better,” he said.

Narrating the sequence of
events that led to the delay,
the official said that the auxil-
iary power unit (APL) in San
Francisco-bound aircraft was
not funcrional, and hence air
conditioning could not be
switched on.

“The aircraft was towed
across from a remote bay
without a functioning AP It
was then connected to
ground power, but  that

Last week, the airling’s auxiliary
power unit flight was delayed
by owver 24 hours, inviting
passenger ire and a show cause
notice from the DGCA neatens

wasn't powerful enough to
lower the temperature of the
aircraft. Our staff made a call
to board people on the air-
craft. Mavbe it was a wrong
call, as the aircraft was un-
comfortably hot,” he said.

Other challenges cropped
up, compounding the prob-
lem. A runway change limited
the aircraft payload and re-
quired fueling, Some passen-
gers also decided against
travelling, and their bags had
to be offleaded and pay-
loaded again. Eventually, the
aircraft took off after a delay
of over 24 hours.

“The way it was handled
could have been better,” he
said.
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IndiGo to add 10 destinations in FY25

destinarions, including 33

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Dubai

IndiGo will add 10 new des-
Lirations in FY25 as it con-
tinues 1o spread its wings
within India and overseas.
The destinaticns will in-
clude a mix of domestic and
international points, This in-
cludes Mauntius and its
third destination in Thail
and, the airling"s CEO, Pieter
Elbers, said on the sidelines
of the TATA AGM in Duhai on
Monday. Elbers said the in-
ternaticnal air market from
India is growing at a faster
pace as Indian  travellers

have become more
aspirational.
CAPACITY EXPANSION

The capacity expansion and

network addition come on
the back of a record fourth
quarter profit in FY 24, While
the airline continues o
struggle with supphychain is-
sues, it has guided capacty
Erm-.lth in the early double
igitzin FY.25,

In the last two years, In-
ditio has added 22 destina
rions and is also expanding
partnerships with other car-
riers for passenger feed. At
present, it flies o over 120

overses destinations.

On Monday, Inditie and
Japan Airlines announced &
code-sharing  partnership
that will allow the Japanese
carrier o improve its con-
nectivity to India

“lapan has been increas-
ing in popularicy amongst In-
dian travellers, as both coun-
tries are  working Lo
srrengthen  bilaveral rela
tinnships and case the visa
norms. This phase of the
partnership  expands  the
choices available to Jupan
Adrlings customers for jour
neys toand from Japan using
IndiGio's extensive network
in India" said Abhijic
Dasgupta, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Metwork Planning
and Revenue Management,
IndiGo
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World's biggest aviation summit flies back to India after 42 yrs

OVER 1,000
AIRCRAFT ORDERS
SINCE FEB 2023

m 2023February: Air India placed
orders for 470 aircraft, inlcuding
190 B737MAX

June: Orders for 500 aircraft,
including 375 A321neo,
placed by IndiGo

January: Akasa placed orders
for 150 aircraft

m2024 April: IndiGo placed
orders for 30 aircraft

June: IndiGo reportedlyin
talks with ATR to place an order
for 100 turboprop aircraft

Source: Airline announcements

THETOP 6

Interms of flights
handled perweek
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IndiGo to host 81st IATA annual general meeting in Delhi next year

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 3 June

India will host the world’s most
premier aviation event, the annual
general meeting (AGM) of the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), next year,
afteragap of 42 years.

This will be the third time the
IATA AGM — considered one ofthe
mostsignificanteventsinthe
aviation industry’s calendar —
hasconvened in Delhi,
after 1958 and 1983.

The chiefs and various other top
executives of almostall global
airlines, aircraft manufacturers, and
other aviation sector stakeholders

gather once a year at the IATA's AGM
todiscussissues pertaining to the
global aviation sector.

IndiGo, India’s largest airline by
marketshare, will be the hostairline
of the AGM and the World Air
Transport Summit, which will take
placein Delhibetween June 8 and 10,
2025, TATA announced on Monday.

About 330 airlines, comprising
more than 80 per centof global air
traffic, are members of IATA.

“We look forward to gathering the
aviation industry in Delhi, India’s
gateway city, for the 81stIATAAGM in
2025. It’sbeen over four decadessince
the industry came together for an
IATA AGMin Delhi,” said IATA’s
Director General Willie Walsh.

“With record aircraft orders,
impressive growth, and world-class
infrastructure developments, India is
firmly on the trajectory to become the
world’s third-largest aviation market
within thisdecade. With such bright
prospects, it’s the perfect time for the
TATA AGMto return to Indiaand
witness these exciting developments
first-hand,” said IATA’'s Director
General Willie Walsh.

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers said
India’s rise in the global aviation
landscape over the past years had
been nothing shortof remarkable.
“India, becomingthe third-largest
economy within the next fewyears
and leading the fourth industrial
revolution with the use of AT

(artificial intelligence), isa nation on
themove,” Elberssaid.

Thedecision to host the 81st IATA
AGM in India wasmade atthe 80th
IATA AGM, which is currently going
onin Dubai. Union Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindiasaiditwasa
proud moment for Indian aviation.

Under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'sleadership, the sector has
grown tremendouslywith a record
passenger count, development of
world-class infrastructure, enhanced
regional connectivity, and historic
aircraft orders, he said. “Iam certain
thatthis will provide national and
international stakeholders with a
platform to further explore the Indian
aviation market and open new
avenues for collaboration and
sustainability,” he said.

Tomeetthe growingdemand in
the country’s air travel market, Indian
carriers have made four huge aircraft
orderssince 2023. Turn to Page 6

World's
biggest
aviation
summit flies
back to India
after 42 yrs

In February 2023, the Tata-run
Air India Group placed an
order for 470 planes—250 with
Airbus and 220 with American
planemaker Boeing.

InJune 2023, IndiGo made
the world’s largest aircraft
order by signing a deal for 500
A320neo family planes from
Airbus.

In January 2024, the new
airline Akasa Air placed an
order for 150 B737 Max aircraft
with Boeing. IndiGo had last

month placed an order with
European planemaker Airbus
for 30 A350-900 widebody air-
craft, with a deal size estimated
to be between $4-5 billion.
IndiGo is reportedly also in dis-
cussions with ATR to place an
order for 100 turboprop air-
craft.

India is expected to become
the centre of world aviation in
the next 15 years as the
demand, capacity, and profes-
sionally-run airlines are pres-
ent in the country’s aviation
market, Edward Delahaye,
head of customer accounts for
India and South Asia at Airbus,

had said in February.

India has about 800 com-
mercial aircraft operating in its
skies, and the majority of them
are from European plane-mak-
er Airbus.

“If you add domestic traffic
growth, gross domestic prod-
uct growth in the country,
recapturing a lot of interna-
tional traffic from other inter-
national airports, and estab-
lishing India as a connecting
place in the world, I think the
prospects of Indian aviation
are very bright, well beyond
what we are seeing today," he
had said.
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Spicelet suspends all 60 flights
to, from Chennai till June 10

Spicelet airline on Monday stated that it has suspended operations
at Chennaiairport until June10 “due to operational reasons”. The
airline was scheduled to operate 43 flights perweek to three cities
— Delhi, Ayodhya and Shirdi — in June to and from the Chennai
airport, according to firm Cirium. Sources said that the airline has
cancelled about 60 flights until June 10 to and from the Chennai
airport due to the aforementioned suspension. BS REPORTER
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Why is Kalanithi Maran seeking upwards of Rs 1,300 cr from Spicejet

Last week, Spicejer was in che news qfter former owners KAL Atrovays and Kalanichi Maran sought mare than Rs 1,323 crore in ‘damages’ from the airtine following o
Judgemnent by a division beroh of the Delid High Court. Spicgiet dismissed KALYS claims as baseless ond lepaily unsenable. In this editdon of DH Deciphers, Abhilash Reddy.
examines thes latest Tashpoint, as well as other issues facing the beleaguered airiine.

What did the Delhi High Court say?
Setuing aside the single judge bench order
that had upheld an arbitral award asking
Spicelet and its promoter Ajay Singh to
refund 579 crore plus interest to Mr. Ma-
ran, the division bench allowed the appeals
and remanded the matter back to the court
concerned to consider the petitions chal-
lenging the arbitral award afresh,

*This claim was thoroughly examined
and subsequently rejecred by a panel
of three retired Supreme Court judges.
Following this, KAL Airwaysand Kalanithi

appealed to the single-judge bench

of the Dethi High Court, seeking the same
amount in , which was again
rejected by the court,” SpiceJet said.

‘When did the ongoing dis-
pute actually began?

The case dates back toearly
2015, when Ajay Singh, who
owned the airline earlier, bought
it back from Mr. Maran after it
was grounded for months due o
financial difficulties. As partof
the agreement, Maran and his
KAL Airways reportedly paid
679 crore to Spicedet in lieu of
warrants and preference shares.
However, Maran approached the
Dethi High Court in 2017, alleging
that Spicedet never issued the
promised securities and requested
the retumn of his money.

When did Kalanithi Maran buy SpiceJet and why did he sell it?
In 2010, the sirline was mken over by Kalanithi Maran-owned KAL
Airways (a subsidiary of the Sun Group) for Rs 750 crore through acgui-
sition of a 38% stake from American private equity investor Wilbur Ross
and the UK-based Knnsagra family, And before Ajay Singh reacquired
the nirline, Maran invested another Rs 800 crore, increasing his share
in the company 0 53%, The nirline began making profits in 2010 and
2011 after reporting losses for 10

Bur the rend soon reversed wﬂ the airfine incurred huge mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul costs, which were 30-4(0% more than the
normal. The other reason was the low utilisation of new planes, as well

asissues with suppliers, The airline began nuhlﬁlnssafrmn
mid-2013 on despite high demand in the market. All the efforts
by KAL Airways to bring about a turnaround culminated in Spicedet’s

reacquisition in 2015 by Ajay Singh for a token amount of Rs 2 along
with the debt of over 1400 crore and other linbilities of over Rs 2,000
Crore.

Wmmmulmnwlmmemmmﬂmm“
q 14
Spicelet was already reeling in losses when Ajay Singh bought it back.
Dues were not paid to leasing companies and vendors selling spare parts,
Some of its new planes were grounded due Iuh:kolrpm-s. MApart from
the financial difficulties, the airline found itself embartled in legal dis-
putesstarting with Marnn who approached the Dethi High Courtin 2017,
The Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 worsened the airlines financial woes,
Since last year, Spicelet has seen multiphe lessors approaching the
Narional Company Law Tribumal seeking insolvency resalution pro-
ceedings against it, in & bid to clear pending serthements. It also had its
flights reporting serious incidents (at least eight mid-air incidents and an
accident forcing the airline cutshort its journey and murn
its aircraft and land at the airport of origin, or continue to its destination
with dcgrndndm‘ctymargmslwhidt led to the Director General of Civil
Awviation issuing notices to it and Investments over Rs 1,000 crore to bring
about o turnaround and make the airline healthy financially,
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Vistara flight
gets threat; lands
in Mumbai amid
emergency alert

MUMBAI, PTI: A Mum-
bai-bound Vistara flight
with 306 persons onboard
from Paris received a bomb
threat after which a full
emergency was declared at
the city airport prior to its
arrival here, a source said.

The flight landed at 10:19
am on Sunday, the source
said.

Vistara on Sunday re-
ported that its,” flight UK
024 from Paris’ Charles de
Gualle airportto Mumbaire-
ceived ahandwrittennoteon
anairsicknessbag threaten-
ingabomb,”said the source.

Following this, full emer-
gencywasdeclaredat10.08
am, as per the source, who
added that the flight landed
at10.19am.
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Ageing Planes, Limited Maintenance
Capability Mar Maharajah’s Empire

Air India leasing aircraft
toavoid flight delay,

other issues till planned
$400m upgrade next yr

Arindam.Majumder
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: AsTata group-owned
Air India faces intense criticism
and scrutiny from passengers
and regulators over inordinate
flight delays, company insiders
arepointingfingersatthestateof
the planes, as well as constraints
over their upkeep.

“Air India’s planes are old, and
completely dependent on Air In-
dia Engineering Services (Al-
ESL) for maintenance work,” a
senior airline official told ET.

Last week, one of the carrier’s
flights from Delhi to San Franci-
scowas delayed by 30 hours, while
anotherto Vancouver over the we-

ekend was more than 17 hours late
— both due to technical issues.
Multiple airline officials blame
old, worn-out planes and a lack of
inhouse engineering capacity for
such delays on international rou-
tes, causing major inconvenien-
ces to flyers, even as Tata group
struggles to overhaul its fleet of
airceraft, some of which are 15 ye-
arsold. “While we get the new pla-
nes and refurbish the old ones, it
1S a painsta-

EMIRATES PREZ King process
SPEAKS ON BID to deal with
O EDTEE  this, " saidthe
AIRLINES »» 11 official cited.

Air India

and AIESLdidn’timmediately re-
spond to ET's emailed queries.

Air India had planned to invest
$400 million for upgrading 40 Boe-
ing 777 and 787 planes starting
mid-2024, but the project has been
deferred to 2025 due to a global
supply chain crisis, with vendors
struggling to supply parts, the pe-
ople said.

Biggest Revenue Generators »» 10

Inside DisrepAir India

Air India's
Boeing 777s
are over

15 years old

MAY 24

Mumbai-

San Francisco
flight delayed
by six hours

Passengers

complain of
poor air-
conditioning

It has leased
planes to improve
services on North
American routes

MAY 30

Several recent
incidents have
left passengers
upset
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Delhi-San | This Flight from
Francisco | Wasa Delhi to
flight result of ~ Vancouver
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Biggest Revenue Generators

»» From Page 1

The airline has leased 11 aircraft
from Delta Air Lines and Etihad
Ailrways to tide over issues till
its new planes start arriving
from mid-2025.

“The airline tries to position
aircraft on routes to Europe and
North America, but when tech-
nical issues crop up at the last
moment, it becomes difficult to
manage, as the airline has signi-
ficantly expanded its long-haul
network,” a person aware of the
development said.

Air India now operates 51 we-
ekly flights to North America,
compared to 33 before privati-
sation. These routes are its big-
gest revenue generators, as clo-
sureof the Russianairspace for
European and US airlines has

made the carrier the only op-
tion for passengers whowantto
fly direct.

BUILDINGITSOWN
The airline has an agreement
with the government to do busi-
ness with AIESL till 2025,

Air India has started develo-

ping inhouse engine-
ering capabilities, a
second airline offici-

al said. It has partne-
red with Singapore Airlines
Engineering Company for de-
veloping a major engineering
works facility in Bengaluru.
The airline has also leased mo-
re than 100 acres at New Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport to build a hangar for
wide-bodied aircraft, said the
official.
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New Delhi to Host
AGMof IATAIn 2025

IndiGo to Add 10 New
Destinations in FY25

Arindam.Majumder2iimesgroup.com

Dubai: In a show of confidenoe in India's growing
stature in world aviation, New Delhi will next vear
host the 81st Annual General Meeting{AGM)of the
International Air Transport Association (IATA),
the largest Industry group of alrlines in the world.
Delhihosted the event back in 1956 and 1983,

LATA on Monday said that Pieter Elbers, CEO of Indi-
G0, as the chair of the body's board of governors, will
he the host of next year's Annuwal General Meeting,

“It is indesxd an honor to assume this role at a tme
when Indiaisemerging as oneof the world's largest and
fastest growing civil aviation markets and evolving into
a formidable force in the airline industry, Adhering to

[ATA's legacy of aviation as a foree for good,
k - ,i wewill eomtine in o focus of highlighting
the benefits of aviation in building connec-
tions, sugmenting teade, tourism, mobilite-
benefits alsovisible in India,” Elbers said.

[ATA director peneral Willie Walsh said he is very opti-
miistic about the opportunities in the Indian aviation
soctor and right policies of the government can unlock
the couniry’'s potential. Walsh said India’s share in the
ghobal aviation market is L&% ascompared to 2000, when
it wasonly 0.4 %, “When you look at the Chinese market
which is 12%of global aviation, it signifies the potential
that can be imlocked in India and it can only be done if
the right policies of the government are in place,™

Civil aviation minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said
the sector has grown tremendously with a record
passenger count, development of world-class in-
frastructure, enhanced regional connectivity and
historic aircraft orders,

{The reporter is fn Dubaiaf the invitation af TATA)

Arindam.Majumder@timesgrovp.com

Dubai: India’s largest airline IndiGo will start 10
new destinations in FY25, as itspoeds upexpansion
on the international front.

Thedestinations include amix of domestic and in-
ternational. “We will be v ing to Mauritius and add
another destination in Thailand,” theairline’s CEQ
Pieter Elbers said on the sideline of the AGM of In-
ternational Air Transport Association at Dubai.

At present theaidine fies o122 destinations which in-

clude 88 domestic and 33 international points. The ca-
pacity expansion comes on the back of record profit
in FY 24. Despite facing grounding of more than 70
planes doe issues with Pratt & Whitney engines, El
p bers said the airline has been able to ma-
intain its capacity guidance. Much like
its domestic strategy, IndiGo has focased
on a fast expansion strategy on interna-
tional routes too.
The airine recently announced a major change in stra-
tegy o foray into the long haul market and have sl
ness class in their aircraft. “We now have a whole gene-
ration comingupthat hasnever flown businessclass. Si-
milarty, yearsagotherewasa whole generation in India,
that 'd never taken a plane, who then became our first-th-
mefliers,” Elbers said.

The carrier, he zaid, sees a significant opportunity
in imternational travel out of India. * The accumu-
lativeshareof Indiancarriers issignificantly lower
than the share of foreign carriers and clearly given
the fact that the market is in India itself, that's a bit
odd. We are starting to bnild on getting our share in
those markets and a lot of the recent initiatives are
helping us regain that,” he said.
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INDIGO TO HOST
IATA'S 81ST AGM IN
JUNE NEXT YEAR

INDIGO WILL HOST the
next annual general
meeting of the Intern
ational Alr Transport

Assaciation (IATA) in New Delhi
in June 2025, This will be taking
place inindia after 42 years,
IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers said.

JAPAN AIRLINES
INKS CODESHARE
PACT WITH INDIGO

JAPAN AIRLINES HAS entered
into a codeshare pact with
IneliGo, which would help the
lapanese carrer expand services
to 1 destinations of the
domestic carner's network.
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Mid-air ruckus by ilier

MEGHA KUCHIK/ MUMBAI

An Air India flight (IX473)
from Kozhikode to Bahrain had
to be diverted to Mumbai be-
cause of a passenger attempt-
ing to open the aircraft door,
physically assaulting, and
abusing other passengers and
creating a commotion. The ac-
cused, identified as Abdul
Nadukkandiyil, 25, from Ker-
ala, was handed over to the se-
curity department by the crew
after the pilot landed the air-
craft at Mumbai Airport. The
flight then continued to
Bahrain. The incident fook
place on June 1, and a case was
registered at the Sahar police
station the same day.
According to the police re-
port, Air India flight IX-473 de-
parted from Kozhikode at
10.10am for Bahrain. The ac-
cused, Abdul, was travelling on
the flight, seated at 15T. Around
noon, he went to the back of the
plane and, without reason,

_-_/-—_

The Al flight forced to
land at Mumbai

physically assaulted the crew
members and attempted lo open
the door of the aircraft. The
crew tried to convinee him that
it was dangerous for everyone
on the flight and brought him
hack to his seat. He then started
to abuse other passengers, phys-
jcally assault them and threat-
ened to open the door of the air-

CONTD. ON NATION

Mid-air ruckus by
flier

Since Abdul's seat was near the
emergency door, after the
episode, the crew changed his
seat, but he continued to be
disruptive and attempted to
endanger the lives of other fliers.
The crew informed the pilot, who

decided to divert the flight to
Mumbai. The flight made an
emergency landing at Mumbai
Airport Bay V-10 at 1.30pm. The
crew handed over the accused,
along with all his documents, to
the Air India security department.
Subsequently, Air India security
officers brought him to the Sahar
police station and handed him
over to the cops, filing a case
against him under the Indian
Penal Code sections 323
{voluntarily causing hurt), 336 (act
endangering life), 504
{provocation to breach of the
peace), and 506 (criminal
intimidation), along with the
Aircraft Act section 22 (assault,
intimidation, or threatening,
whether physically or verbally).
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Global airlines to see revenue soar
to a record S$l-trillion in 2024: IATA

Jagriti Chandra
DUBAI

The global airline industry
is likely to post 530.5 bil-
lion in net profit with al-
maost 51 rillion in revenue
in CYH24, according o
the International Associa
tion of Air Transport Asso-
clation (1ATA) which re-
vised its estimates wpward.
"Miation has recovered
from the pandemic and is
grovwing profitably,” the Di-
rector General of JATA,
Willie Walsh, said at s
80th Annual General Meet-
ing being held in Duba,
Though the industry
will witness a record reve-
mues of almost 51 trllion

Looking up: IATA Director General Willke Walsh said the awiation
sector has recoversd from the COVD-19 pandemic. 8EUTERS

fiar 2004, expenses will al-
s be at a record high of
5936 billion. Net profc
though will be 33005 billion
which represents a net

margin of just more than
3%, which will be an im-
provement on estimated
2023 net profit of $27.4 bil-
T, I8 15 also an improve-

ment over the $25.7 billion
IATA's December 2023 fo-
recast fior 2024 profit.

Meagre profit
He underlined airlines only
retain #6504 of profit per
passenger which can buy
one espresse coffee.
However, a  fiercely-
competitive  environment
amang airlines and the ol
gopolistic upstream supply
chain's lack of competition
will continue to squeess
the airline industry which
is expocted to carn a 5.7%
return on invested capital
which is well below the av-
ernage 9% cost of capital.
{The reporter is in Duhat
it the frvitation of 1ATA)
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Mumbai-bound plane diverted to Ahmedabad

after bomb threat, third instance in three days
SOP DURING SECURITY ALERT

Yogesh Naik

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A Mumbai-bound
Akasa Air flight was diverted to
Ahmedabad on Monday after it
received a bomb threat, making
it the third such instance in
three days.

The captain of the Delhi-
Mumbai plane followed all
required emergency procedures
and landed safely at Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport at 10:13am, Akasa Air
said in a statement. The aircraft
was carrying 186 passengers
along with one infant and six
crew members.

“Akasa Air flight QP 1719, fly-
ing from Delhi to Mumbai on
June 3, received a security alert
on board. As per prescribed
safety and security procedures,
the plane was diverted to

Meeting held: The
Airport Operation
Control Centre (AOCQ)
holds a meeting as
soon as the airport is
alerted of a threat call.
The AOCCis chaired by
representatives of the
airport operator,
police, CISF, Customs,
BCAS and intelligence
bureau at airports.

Ahmedabad and all passengers
were deplaned. Akasa Air is fol-
lowing and supporting all safety
and security protocols on
ground,” the airline said in a
statement.

Earlier, on Sunday, a Vistara
UK 024 flight operating on the

Check list made: The teams make
check list of details to certify if the
threat is specific or non-specific. The
check list contains questions such as
location of bomb, flight number, etc.

Threat-specific drill: If the threat is
specific, the drill is to evacuate and
then conduct a search operation. If
itis a non-specific threat, search
precedes the evacuation drill..

Paris-Mumbai route received a
bomb threat on board after
which a full emergency was
declared at the Mumbai airport
prior to its arrival at 10.19am.
The aircraft was taken to an iso-
lation bay and searched after it
landed, but no bomb or suspi-

cious object was found. All 294
passengers on board were evac-
uated safely using a step ladder.

On May 31, a Vistara flight
bound for Srinagar, carrying 177
passengers and one infant
received a bomb threat,
prompting swift action by the
airline and security forces.

Flight no-UK-611, which
departed from Delhi, landed
safely at Srinagar Airport at
approximately 12:10am.

Despite the disruption, all
passengers were reported to be
safe, and the situation was han-
dled with the utmost priority to
ensure their security.

In another similar incident
on Saturday, an IndiGo flight
from Chennai to Mumbai with
172 passengers on board
received a bomb threat follow-
ing which the aircraft made an
emergency landing in Mumbai.
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End of Vistara looms as Tatas
plan to seal merger by yr-end

Anu Sharma
anu.sharma@livemint.com

DUBAI: The Tata group will bid
goodbye to the Vistara brand by
the end of the year, as it aims to
bring its four airlines under one
umbrella. According to three
executives aware of the time-
lines, the Tata group will com-
plete the integration process
late this year and start 2025
with just two brands: Air India,
a full-service carrier, and Air
India Express, a low-fare airline.

“The integration of Air India
Express with AIX Connect (for-
merly called AirAsia India) is
currently awaiting nod from the
National Company Law Tribu-
nal (NCLT). We expect this
process to complete within
another two months or so,” said
one of the three executives, all
of whom spoke on the condition
of anonymity.

The executives spoke to Mint
on the sidelines of the annual
general meeting of the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA), a global airline
body.

Once the NCLT gives its per-
mission, the Tata group hopes
to take another 4-5 months to
merge the air operator certifi-
cates of AIX Connect and Air

Post-merger, Singapore
Airlines’ stake in the merged
entity willreduce to25.1%. p1

India Express.

The Tata group acquired both
Air India and its subsidiary Air
India Express in January 2022,
In November 2022, it
announced the merger of Air
India with Vistara and AIX Con-
nect with Air India Express. As
part of the transaction, AirAsia
Bhd sold its 16.67% stake in the
airline to Tatas for %155.65
crore.

While Air India Express and
AlIX Connect already have com-
mon branding in boarding
passes and airport check-in,
they will be able to fly under a
single air operator certificate
and the common TATA code of
IX once the air operator certifi-
cate is merged. Currently, AIX

Connect operates with the 15
code. “In context of parent com-
pany Air India, the route ration-
alization has already been done
massively,” a second executive
aware of the development said.

“Air India has stepped up its
presence on routes with more of
corporate traffic such as Mum-
bai-Dubai, Delhi-Dubai while
those routes with more of visit-
ing friends and relatives, lei-
sure, small and medium enter-
prises such as international and
domestic connections from
tier-Il and tier-11I cities are now
increasingly being served by Air
India Express.”

Vistara is currently a 51:49
joint venture of Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines. After the
merger, Singapore Airlines will
hold a 25.1% stake in the merged
entity.

“The written order on the
merger of Vistara with Air India
is likely within a month. Once
that is received, we will start the
transfer of people and aircraft
gradually. We will also start
informing customers that the
brand Vistara will cease to exist
by the end of this year and be
merged with Air India,” a third
executive said.

(Anu Sharma is in Dubai on
the IATAs invitation.)



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAI 3 JUN 2024

Turbulence fears?
Stay calm in bumpy
skies with these tips

Ismat Tahseen

Iying ona wing and a

prayer gets a literal

meaning in these times,

with recent cases of
turbulence causing fatality
and injuries to many airplane
passengers. Recent incidents
with international aiclines
have shown how turbulence
can be alarming, especially for
first-time flyers.

T'M TAKING MY FIRST
FLIGHT AND I'M SCARED"
Insia Khan, & murketing
executive from Mumbai will
be taking her first flight soon
und is worried, She says, °1
have always disliked the idea
of flying and avoided it so far,

e muscle

relaxation: This is another

useful method that involves
tensing and then relaxing
different muscle groups,
starting from the toes and
woorking up to Che head.

# Positive visualization: A
beneficial method is 1o
imagine a peaceful scene or
a place where you leel safe
and calm. enabling vou to
take your mind away from
the mrbulence.

& Mindfulness: Additionally,
mindfulness and grounding
technigues can help keep
your mind focused on the
present moment and vour
immediate surroundings,
such as the texture of your
seat or the sounds you hear,

bt for wark, I'll be taking my preventing your mind [rom Adew smart
first Dight flight to Singapore spiralling into anxiety. hacks can
soon. Alter reading sbout the » Cognitive reframing: This shift your
recent urbulence cases, I'm is where you remind focus from
juist so anxious all the time yoursell that turbulence isa | anxiety-
about the upcoming trip.” normal and not dangerous provoking
Vaishali Arora, Clinical part of flying. It can also help | thoughts o
Psychologist at Lissun, a change the way you interpret | neutral ones
mental health start-up, says it the situation, reducing your | PHOTOS
can be very scary for first- anxiety. SHUTTERSTOCK

timers. "Expericncing
turbulence can indeed be
unsettling. particilarly for
those who are new to lying,
where the unfamiliar
sensations and movements
can trigger anxiety.”

TECHNIQUES THAT HELP
Arora lists several strategies
and lips that can help you
manage anxiety and stay calm
during a fight.

& Breathing: One effective
technigue is practising decp
breathing exercises, which
can activate the body's
relaxation response. This
involves taking slow, deep
breaths and doing a count.
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Bomb threat on Vistara
flight triggers emergency

Yogesh Naik

yogesh.nalk@hindustantimes com

MUMBAIL: A Vistara flight oper-
ating on the Paris-Mumbai
route received a bomb threat
after which a full emergency
was declared at the Mumbai
airport prior to its arrival at
10.19 am on Sunday. The air-
craft was taken to an isolation
bay and searched after it
landed, but no bomb or suspi-
cious object was found. Passen-
gers on board were evacuated
using a step ladder.

The Vistara UK 024 flight
had 294 passengers and 12 crew
members on board when a
hand-written note was found

on an airsickness bag in the
tlight, claiming the presence of
a bomb., said sources. “We con-
firm that a security concern
was noted by our staff while
onboard Vistara flight UK 024
operating from Paris to Mum-
bai on June 2. Following the
protocol, we immediately
informed relevant authorities,
The flight landed at the Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport, Mumbai and we
are fully cooperating with the
security agencies for all the
mandatory checks,” said a Vis-
tara spokesperson.

This was the third incident
of a bomb scare involving air-
lines in the past week. 3P3

Al Express passenger arrested
for trying to open rear door

Megha Sood
megha.sood@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Sahar police
on Saturday arrested a
25-year-old man for alleg-
edly trying to open the rear
door of an Air India
Express flight and creating
a ruckus onboard after
being intercepted by other
passengers and crew mem-

bers, The incident
occurred when the flight,
IX 473, was enroute to
Bahrain from Kozhikode in
Kerala, according to the
police.

At 1.30pm, the flight
landed at Mumbai airport,
following which the crew
offloaded the passenger
and handed him over to
security personnel.  +p3
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IndiGo to host IATA annual meeting next year

ENSECONOMIC BUREAL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

INDIGD WILL host the annal
general meeting {(AGM) of the
Lrade association of airdine s -
International Air Transport
Association (IATA ) —on June 8-
10,2025 in Delhi, India had Last
hosted the ATA AGM, a mar-
quee global annual aviation
event, over lour decades ago in
1983 Prior to that, India had
hosted the meeting in 1958,

“With recond aircraft orders,

impressive growth, and word-
class mfrastructure deve lop-
meeris, India is firmly on the ora

jectory Lo become the world's
third largest aviation market
within this decade. With such
hright prospects, it's the perdect
time for the LATA AGM to retum
1o India and witness these ex
citrrg developments first hand
said ‘Willie Walsh, IATA's
Director General.

At the80th AGM of the 330-
arrline strong association in
Dubai, which concluded on
Monday, IndiGo's Chief
Executive Officer { CEQD | Meter
Elbers ook charge as the chair
of IATA's board of governors,
succeading RwandAir CEO
Yvonne Manzi Makolo, Elbers's
one-year erm i expected (o

conclude with the 815t IATA
AGM in Delhi next year,
“IndiGao is proud to be host
airline for the B1st IATA AGM
and looks forward to welcom-
ing thee g lobal aviationcommu
ity o Delhiin 2025 India, be
coming the third largest
economy within the nexe few
years and leading the fourthin-
dusinal evolution with the use
of AL is anation on the move.
India’s nsein the ghobal aviation
landecape over the last years
has been nothing short of re-
markable,” thel ndi GoCED said.
Civil Awiation Minister
lotiraditya Scindia termed
LATA's decision to hold its next

ALM in Delhi as a “proud mo-
ment forindian aviation”

"Under PMiPnarendramaodi
li's leadership, the sector has
grown tremendously with a
record passenger count, devel
opment of world-class infra-
structure, enhanced regonal
connectivity and historic air-
craft omlers, Certain that this
will provide natsonal and inter-
national stakeholders a plat
form to [urther explore the
Indian aviation marker and
open new avendes for collabo-
ration and sustainability,”
Scindia said in a post on social
media platform X [formerly
TwatterL
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Japan Airlines
inks codeshare
pactwith IndiGo

Mumbat fapan Airfhines on
Monday ad it has entesed
o a cocke share asmargement
with IndiGo, which would
help the Japanese carner ex-
pand services to 14 destin-
tsonsof the domestic carner's
network PTI
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End in sight for Vistara as Tatas
aim to seal merger by year-end

anu sharmai@ilivermint com
DLBAI

he Tata group will bid
poodbye to the Vistara
brand by the end of the
vear, asit aims to bring its four
aiines under one nmbrella.
According to three executives
aware ofthe timelines, the Tata
group will complete the inte-
gration process late this year
and start 2025 with just two
brands: AirIndia, a full-service
carrier, and Air India Express, a
low-fare airline.
“Theintegration of Air India
Expresswith AIX Connect (for-
merly called AirAsia India) is
currently awaiting nod from
the Mational Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT}. We expect
this process to complete within
another two months orso,” said
one of the three executives_ all
of whom spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity.
The executives spokie to Wit
on the sidelines of the annual
general meeting of the Interma-

Neg—— - o
The Tata group will complete the
integration [atethisyear.  mmT

tional Air Transport Association
(IATA), a global airline body.

Omce the NCLT givesits per-
mission, the Tata group hopes
to take another 4-5 monthsto
merge the air operator certifi-
cates of AIX Conneet and Air
India Express.

The Tata group acquired
both Adr India and its subsidiary
Air India Express in January
2022, In November 2022, it
announced the merger of Air
India with Vistara and AIX
Connect with Air India

Express. As part ofthe transac-
tion, AirAsia Bhd sold its16.67%
stake in the airline to Tatas for
1135.65 crore.

While Air India Express and
AIX Connect already have
common branding in boarding
passes and airport check-in,
they will be able to fly under a
single air operator certificate
and the common INTA code of
IX oncethe air operator certifi-
cate ismerged. Currently, AIX
Connect operates with the 15
code. “In context of parent
company Air India, the route
rationalization has already
beendone massivelv,” a secomnd
executive aware of the develop-
ment said.

*Air India has stepped up its
presence on routes with more
of corporate traffic such as
Mumbai-Dubai, Delhi-Dubai
while those routes with more of
visiting friends and relatives,
leisure, small and medium
enterprises such as interna-
tiohal and domestic connec-

TURN TO PAGE &

Air India to

bid goodbye
to Vistara by
end of 2024

FROa PAGE 1

s Eromn ter-10ame] G-I cil-
s e now Encreasingly bedng
srvier] by A Dol Expuress”

Vistara is currently a 5169
Joint venture o Tata Sors amd
Sigagere Alrlimes Alter the
g, Shegapore Adrlmes will
Dokl 25 P stk i e el
entity. “The written arcer oo
e s e ol Vistar with Adr
Trndliav s Ehely withio o momth.
e sl B rescesivesd, we willl
slart the trnslerof peogibe amd
alrerall gradisally. Wewill abso
start mformingcustamess i
the el Vistara will oo @
el by 1w el ool Ui yesar ol
b mmerged with Air India.™ a
third ety said

While the maenger of Vistar
il Adr Erndia e ey o oom-
cern For the employess of Vis-
tar, the aidine has been
achl sy e B, Cur-
rently, Vislara is operating al
B ol capacity allertheair-
Fire Faed Miglot cancedlations
clusie tr @ combination of poar
roedlerings il ilegpgry pikols.

“Oisce the wrillen NCLT
arder i received, approval
from desparimend [or promnse-
o of Endustry and internal
rahe will et awaited Mean-
while, transfer of huaman
resourresnill be inigiaied e
work-wise, the aidkine sloubd
bl fapresaicts BOOFS a3 el -
sk by Fudy s " the third
exeoulive added.

LA Siverrmiar i dn Danhond o
e LATA v invicehivire )



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MINT DELHI 4 JUN 2024

IndiGo adds
Mauritius
to its global
network
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Hugely optimistic about
opportunities in India: IATA

‘Way back in zoo00, the Indian domestic market repre-
sented 0.4% of global aviation & last vear, it was 1.8%"

DUBAIL: Huﬁtﬂ? oplinistic
about the opportunilies in the
Indian aviation sector, IATA
Dhrector General Willie Walsh
on Monday said the ri|:|||'|.l Fon-
ernmient poticies can unlodk the
country'’s podential.

In respuonse foa query abimit
bilateral riﬁhr.'. between [ndia
ancl Dubei, Walsh also said that
il Enelia 8 to fulfil the ambition
of is industry and 1o play it
paurt fior #uhah:an'imxlhun it's
g Lo meed access to markets
aroumd Uhe warkd

“IF yoous whanid bo gel acceds,
vou're goi to have 1o give
ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂh_ﬁ::ﬁ hew it works” he
said at a briefing an the sddelmes
of the annual geueru]: meeling
of the International Air Trans-
port Association (LATA] here.

Walsh said he is amazed
and hqqd}' oplimistic about the
prosdential of the lndian market
Way back in 2000, the Indian
domestic market represented
0.4 per cent ulluh:ba] avialion
and ks year, il was 18 per cent,
he said and added that India
is growing at quite a fast 1

E‘Whu&n }'l:lu t'unsi.duml:
the Chinese domestic market
is 12 per cent of global aviation,
you look at the potential that
exists in India .. Indias poten-
tial will ondy be unlocked ifthe
:"%hl ﬁm‘emmenl odicies are in
pl.we. Walsh said. India i one
of the fastest-growing cvil avia-
tion markets in the world and
duri.'u“ the !anuary-.ﬁ.prii 024

I India is to fulfil
the ambition of

its industry and to
play its part for
global carriers, then
it's going fo need
access to markets
around the world'

period, domestic aickines in the
country carried 52346 lakh pas-
sengers. [0 aquery al the brief-
ing aboul increasing bilateral
lving rights between India and
[Mebai, Emirates Airline Press-
et Tim Clark sasd these are
intergovernmental sues.
Currently, Emirates

with flydubai can offer 65.000
seats on its (Hght between Dubai
and India in each direction
every week. Emirates has been
seeking increased hilateral fly-
ing rights as there is 1 tral-
fic between Dubai and India.
The last revision of the n'l.l;J:L\

was in 2015, Itus'pu.lm]i:n.tg_ I
query on Indias aviation growth
trajectory, Clark said there are
65,000 seats thal can be aper-
aled between Dubai and India
in each directson since 2005 and
that was mine years

I you tell me that the
Indian market las not grown
internally, imternationally, par-
ticularly betwesn Dubai and
Lisckia, well really? | can't get that
mumbers. The Indian commu-
nity here is huge._ the business
Caie [L1t.l.l1|:l‘dﬂ.'£iﬂﬂl|1= lrilateral
nﬁh!s}- i sla.ri:rl.:_q al the Indian
government in the e but as
said 0 i a governmental devi-
sion,” he said.

In an IATA release about
InadiGGo hosting next years
annual gen meeting i
Dielhi, Walsh said thai with
record aircrafl orders, impres-
sive growth, and world-clags
inlrastruciure Jusdupme:ﬂs.
Lisdia is firmby on the trapeciory
o becomse the worlds thicd karg-
esl aviation market within this

decade Fl
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Global airline industry to post $30.5 billion
net profit, $9906 billion revenue in 2024

DUBAIL The global airline
indusiry is projected 1o reporta
higher net prodit of $30.5 billion
and record revenue of nearly 51
trillion, IATA said an Monday
as the sector is i rulit-
ably afier muvmﬁl}?lsn the
coronavirus pandemic impact.

The number alzir travellers
is expected to toach five billion
this year

The International Air Trans-
port Association [LATA), which
represents more than 330 air-
lines, however, said the return
on invested capital is expected
whes7 per cent, which is 3.4
prer cent lower than the average
cost ol capital in 2024

el

Indusiry revenue is expected
1o reach an historic high of 5996
billion while passenger revenue
i ;m.m'l.ﬂl I be 15.2 per cent
higher at 574 hillion this year.

“Profitability is expected
1o strengthen in 2024 ax rev-
ETIES I Jighlly faster than
expenses (+5.7 percent vs +9.4
per cent, respectively)..net prol-

its, however, are expeciled 1o
o .\lighl]g.- more slowly at
+1 1.3 per cent from 5274 bil-
lion estimated for 2023 10 3305
billion estimated for 20247
LATA said in a release.

The industry’s expenses are
expected L rise fo $936 ballion
this vear, which will be 9.4 per
C\Enlil:lll,hﬂ than 2023,

Fuel is expected o a I
$113.8/barrel in 2024 :::.?3‘
]u!:in.l{ into a total fuel bill of
£291 hillion, acoounting for
31 per cent of all operatin
costs, according o the uulhuj.
relensed al the LATA annual
general meeting here.

IATAY Director General

Willie Walsh said the expected
apyregate et pru!'l! of 305 hal-
livm in 2024 is a greal achieve-
mient considering the recent
pandemic losses.

MFH:- noled that a recond five
ballicm air travellers an: expecied
im 2024

TA 5.7 per cenl refuimn on
irrvested capital is well bebow the
cosl of capital which is over 9
per cent. And earning juse 5614
per paidenger is an indication
ol just how thin our profits are,
barely enough for a coffee in
many parts of the world] Walsh
said. The growping has il d
wars amd :.Euppﬁ a.'l'fmn imau?upm
amang Uhe risks. Fli
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Flight delays: things could’ve been
handled better, says Al official

DUBAL With seme of its ultra
b bl ilights facing imordi-
mfﬂrlty.\ riml]y. :I:ﬁr:iur Abr
Inclza edficial has said handling
of things on the customer front
coitld have been better and that
efforis are an o grengthen the
grounsd stafl

“The official, who did not
wanl o be quul.ulJ. said there
were many compounding
factors, including technical
msues with the airerafi as well
a5 extreme heal, that resubted
in Mights getting delayed or
u:mr.il:ﬂ.

AL least four wltra long haul
Mighis of Air lndia — AL 179
from Mumbai 1o San Francisco
on May 24, Al 183 from Delhi
10 San Francisco o May 30, Al
185 from Delhi to Vancouver

——

on June 1 and 2 — faced inos-
dinate delays. The handling of
the lhjup o the custamer front
contld have been beiter. “Hotels,
misaki and compensation were
E:'Ll'r'il'IIEIJ but swe will ook at
vt wie can do thad faster and
better) the officzal said.
Speaking on the sddines
of the AGM of the Interna-
tinnal Adr Transport Associa-
tion {IATA), the olficial also sid
strict SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures) have been ssied 1o
the airport management bearn

“We need to look at whether
thie S00Ps ane besig inllowed dil-
igently and ‘-'\'IH!EE!’ people an
the grounsd are exercising their
right judgement”. According o
the alficial, ihe |.|:r|uu|:||] stalfhave
specific acoountability and that
theairline has recruited people
1o be dedicatedly focused on
ground operations.

O My 31, aviation regubs-
tor DGEA isswed a dhow cause
notice 1o Air India lor some
ilighs delays and Exikire io take
due cane of the passengers.

‘The inordinate debay of two
international flights — Al 183
from Delli io San Francisco on
Mlay 30 amad AL 179 from Mum-
bai 8o San Francisco on May 24
— were mentioned in the show
cause nolice. M
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Akasa Alr flight bound to Mumbai
diverted after bomb threat

i j . o
d.i.a.nsuﬁh. LS!H f‘.-*.

STAFF REPORTER B
NEW DELHI

Davs after Vistara bound
ight for Srinagar and
Indigo flight bound for
Varanasi received a bomb
threat, an airplane bound to
Mumbai for Delhi on Monday
was diverted to Ahmedabad
after it received a security
alert on board.
An Akasa Air flight from the
Indira Gandhi International
airport in the national capital,
which was carrying 186 pas-
sengers, including one infant
and six crew members, was
diverted o Ahmedabad after
it received a security alert on
board. The aircraft landed at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
[nternational Airport at 10:13
am, and all passengers were
safely deplaned.
“As per prescribed safety and
security procedures, the plane
was diveried to Ahmedabad.
The Captain followed all
required emergency proce-
dures and landed safely at

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport at 10:13
hrs. All passengers have been
deplaned. Akasa Air is fol-
lowing and supporting all
safety and security protocols
on the ground,” Akasa said in
an official statement.

This incident follows a trend
with the recent securily
threats to airlines in the past
few days. A Vistara [light
bound for Srinagar on Friday
with 177 passengers and one
infant also received a bomb
threat. Flight UK-611, which
departed from Delhi, landed

safely al Srinagar Airport at
approximately 12:10 am_“All
passengers were salely de-
boarded at the isolation bay.
Currently, the aircraft is
undtrﬁaing a thorough secu-

rity check by the relevant
authorities to ensure the safe-
ty of all concerned,” an atrport
official said Meanwhile,
IndiGe's Delhi-Varanasi flight
received a bomb scare [i:.l
Tuesday, which turned out to
be a hoax threat.

A tissue paper, with the word
“bomb@5.30" writlen on it,
was found in the lavatory:



> AU T HOR! TY OF iNUi.ﬂ.

AIRPURI

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHI 4 JUN 2024

Japan Airlines enters into

codeshare pact with IndiGo
S - (9 B—
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journeys toy from Japan, using
IndiGo's extensive network in

aparn Airlines on Monday
said it has entered into a
codeshare arrangement with
IndiGo, which would help the

Japanese carrier expand

services o 14 destinations of

the domestic carrier's
network

At present, Japan Alrlines
operates its services to Delhi
and Bengaluru from Tokyo. It
offers daily flight services to
the national capital (rom
Haneda Airport, while its
thrice-a-week services 1o
Bengaluru are operated from
MNarita Adrport.

“Japan Airlines (JAL) and
IndiGo  have agreed on
codeshare partnership which
will benefit the customers by
providing more travel options
between Japan and India” a
statement said.

The codeshare partnership
will allow Japan Airdines to
strengthen its connectivity
into India initially, while
enabling more travel options
for IndiGo costomers on
JALs extensive domestic and
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international network in later
phases, the statement said.

The partnership will enable
codeshare on India routes
that connect to JAL-operated
flights from/to Delhi and

Bengaluru, as the
statement.

Thruugh this partnership,
Tapan Airlines said it will be
able to establish an extensive
network pan-India, including
major cities such as Mumbai,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Amritsar, Kochi, Coimbatore,
Thiruvananthapuram,

per
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Tiruchirappalli, Pune,
Lucknow, Varanasi, and Goa,
which connects tw JAL-
operated Qights.

Later, the two carriers will
seek to further expand the
cooperation  with  IndiGo
codesharing on JAL-operated
t]igh‘ls, it added.

“IndiGe is expanding ils

portfolic  of  eodeshare
partnerships  with  this
agreement with Japan

Adrlines. This phase of the
partnership expands the
choices available to Japan
Adrlines  customers  for

India,” said Abhijit DasGupta,
Senior Vice President for

network planning and
révenue management  at
IndiG.

The partnership will provide

seamless  connectivity o
support trade, commerce, and
tourism between the two
countries, he said.
“Owver time, we intend Lo
expand the scope of
geographic and reciprocal
coverage of this relationship
to  further grow travel
opportunities for customers
of both airlines” DasGupta
added.
“With the extensive network,
travellers 1o and from India
and Ja will be able o book
their flight on one ticket. In
recent  years, India has
achieved remarkable economic
ﬁ:aw'lh. and the air travel
mand between Japan and
India is increasing more than
ever before,” said Ross
Managing Executive Officer,
Senior Vice President Route
Marketing at Japan Airlines.
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Emergency
landing in Mum
after threat note
on Vistara flight

Mumbai: A Vistara flight
from Paris with 306 people on
board received a bomb scare
that had the pilots carry out
an emergency landing at
Mumbai airport on Sunday
This was the third bomb scare
in the country in less than a
week and the second such in-
cident in Mumbai in two days.

A handwritten note on an
airsickness bag threatening a
bomb was reported by Vistara.
A full-scale emergency was de-
clared at 10.08am and the flight
landed safely at 10.1%m. Fire
tenders and ambulances were
on standby when the Boeing
TBTaircraftlanded. It wastaken
to an isolated bay for security
check. No bomb was found.

“We confirm that a security
concern has been noted by our
stafil while onboard Vistara
flight UKO24 operating from Pa-
ris to Mumbai,” said a Vistara
spokesperson. “Following pro-
tocol, we immediately in-
formed relevant authorities.
The flight landed at Mumbai
airport and weare fully cooper-
ating with securily agencies
for all mandatory checks.”

On Saturday, an IndiGo
Right from Chennai to Mum-
bai received a bomb threat,
which led to an emergency
landing in Mumbai.

The flight lefi Chennai
around 6.50am and was en
route when the bomb alert
wasreceived.
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Vistara flight from
Paris to Mumbai
gets bomb threat

Tinaes NEws NeTwork

Mumbai: A Vistara flight from Paris with 306 people on
board received a bomb scare that had the pilots carry out
an emergency landing at Mumbal airport on Sunday. This
wasthe third bomb scare in the country inless than a week
and the second such incident in Mumbai in two days.
Ahandwrittennoteonanairsicknessbagthreateninga
bomb was reported by Vistara. A full-scale emergency was
declared at 10.08am and flight UK024 landed safely at
10.19am. Fire tenders and ambulances were on standby

Al flyers’ bags missing at San
Francisco after 30-hour flight delay

New Delhi: A 30-hour takeoff delay wasn't the end of the ordeal
for passengers on an Air india Delhi-San Francisco flight that
departed Sunday as many of them also found their checked-in
baggage missing upon arrival. Indian Oil Corp former chairman
R K Malhotra's wife, Sudha Malhotra, flew Al-183 along with 198
others, said, "When the flight reached SFO at midnight, both her
bags were missing. Some other passengers faced the same
experience, Al staff there assisted to fill up a form, but they
messed up by attaching her bag tags on a partially filled up form
of another passenger with the same surname. As she was
exhausted, she just took a photo of the form without verifying
details.” he said. The airline has given a $350 voucher to 199
people who still opted to board the flight. tw

when the Boeing 787 alreraft landed. It was taken toan iso-
lated bay for security check. No bomb was found.

“We confirm that a security concern has been noted by
our staff while onboard Vistarva flight UK 024 operating
from Paris to Mumbai,” said a Vistara spokesperson. “Fol-
lowing protocol, we immediately informed the relevant
authorities. The flight has landed at Mumbai airport and
we are fully cooperating with security agencies for all
mandatory checks.” On Saturday, an IndiGo flight from
Chennai to Mumbai received a bomb threat, which led to
an emergency landing in Mumbai.

The flight left Chennal around 6.50am and was enroute
when the bomb alert was received.
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Emergency
landing in Mum
after threat note
on Vistara flight

Tines News NeTwoRrk

Mumbai: A Vistara flight
from Paris with 306 people on
board received a bomb scare
that had the pilots carry out
an emergency landing at
Mumbai airport on Sunday,
This was the third bomb scare
in the country in less than a
week and the second such in-
cident in Mumbai in two days,

A handwritten note on an
airsickness bag threatening a
bomb was reported by Visia-
ra. Afull-scale emergency was
declared at 10.08am and the
flight landed safely at 10.19am,
Fire tenders and ambulances
were on standby when the
Boeing 787 aircraft landed. It
was taken to an isolated bay
for security check. No bomb
was found.

“Following protocol, we
immediately informed rele-
vant authorities. The Night
landed at Mumbaiairportand
we are fully cooperating with
security agencies for all man-
datory checks,"” said a Vistara
spokesperson.
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Paris flight makes emergency landing
after bomb scare, India’s 3rd such in wk

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: A Vistara flight
from Paris with 306 people on
board received a bomb scare
that had the pilots carry outan
emergency landing at Muam-
bai airport on Sunday This
was the third flights-related
bomb scare in the country in
less than a week and the sec-
ond such incident in Mumbai
intwodays,

A handwritten note on an
airsickness bag threatening a
bomb wasreported by Vistara.
Afull-scale emergency was de-
clared at 10.08 am and flight
UK024 landed safely at 10.19
am. Fire tenders and ambu-
lances were on standby when
the Boeing 787 aireraft landed.
It was taken to an isolated bay
for security check. No bomb
was found.

“We confirm that a securi-
ty concern has been noted by
our staff while onboard Vista-
ra flight UK 024 operating
from Paris to Mumbai,” said a
Vistara spokesperson. “Fol-
lowing protocol, we immedi-
ately informed the relevant
authorities. The flight has
landed at Mumbai airport and
we are fully cooperating with
security agencies for all man-
datory checks.”

On Saturday, an IndiGo
flight from Chennai to Mum-

AIRCRAFT EMERGENCY SOP

» The pilot informs
Mumbai airport traffic
control about the bomb
threat on board, giving
details of the threat

> Air traffic control
informs the airport op-
erator and BTAC (bomb
threat assessment
committee)

» Based on the
information available,
BTAC classifies it as
specific or non-specific
threat. A specific threat
is more serious than

s\
EMERGENCY LANDING
» If pilot seeks emergency landing,
airport has fire tenders, ambulances on
standby

a non-specific threat.
The procedures to be
followed to handle a
bomb scare depend

> After the aircraft lands, it is taken to an
isolation bay. Passengers disembark using
step ladders. The aircraft, bags, cargo, etc,
are checked for suspicious items

on the nature of threat
assessment

bai received a bomb threat ,
which led to an emergency
landing in Mumbai. The flight
left Chennai around 6.50 am
and was enroute when the
bomb alert was received. “An
unclaimed remote was found
on board,” said a source. The
pilots informed Mumbai air
traffic control and sought an
emergency landing.

OnMay 28, an IndiGo flight
from Delhi to Varanasi with
176 passengers received a

> If the bomb threat is serious, CISF and
N5SG commandoes cordon off the aircraft

bomb threat, following which
the pilots ordered an emergen-
¢y evacuation. Video clips of
the evacuation showed pas-
sengers and flight crew on
slides carrving their cabin
bags. Under safety norms,
evacuation should be com-
plete within 90 seconds; cabin
bags are supposed to be left be-
hindonaircraft. Following the
Delhi incident, IndiGo de-ros-
tered two pilots and crew for
not following evacuation SO

Flyer booked
for bid to open
aircraft door

Mumbai: A 25vear-old was
booked after he tried to open a
door on an Alr India Express
plane. A police complaint was
filed by an airline officer, in
which he said that at 12.52 pm
on Saturday, an alert was re-
ceived that flight IX 473, Kozhi-
kode-Bahrain, was being di-
verted to Mumbaidue toanun-
ruly passenger. Around 130
pm, the flight landed. Crew of-
fAoaded fyer AM Nadukondil
and gave him tosecurity

The flight took off from
Kozhikode around 10,10 am
that day Around noon, Nadu-
kondil got up from his seat and
went to the rear where he al-
legedly pushed away a crew
member and tried to open the
door. The crew told him the act
could put flyers in danger. He
was brought back to his seat.
Thenhegotabusive withother
flvers, threatening to try open
the door again, Crew moved
him to another seat but
thought it best to deplane him.
The flight was diverted to
Mumbai. Sahar police regis-
tered a case against him under
IPC and Aircraft Rules.
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