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Jewar airport
will give flight to
UP’s economic
ambitions

gy
NACHIKETA TIWARI
AND T V MoHANDAS PAl

N MARCH 28, Prime Minister Narendra Modi In-

augurated Nolda International Alrport (NIA) in

Jewar, Uttar Pradesh. Built at a costof around Rs

112060 erare, the airport will transfiorm the size and

character of UP's economy. When fully developed,
it will be able o handle 11.6 crore passengers, 7.3 lakh flights
and 28 lakh metric tonnes of cargo each vear, making it ane of
India’s largest alrports and air-logistics hubs.

The alrport will be an important piece in UP's infrastrociural
and economic strategy puzzle, positvely impacting the staie’s
economy in fourways: Increasing GSDP, creating a b rpe nuimber
of quality jobs, generating new economic opportunities, and
despeningthe technology and elacrronics manufactud ng sectors.
inwestern UP. Let us look at each of these in some detall

India’s aviation market Is estimated at Rs 1.6 Iakh crore, with
six Tier-1 cities accounting for 68 percent of this market. Amaongst
the states, Delhi leads the pack with a 20 per cent market share.
Incontrast, UP’s share is barely 4 per cent. NIA will rapidly alter
thiat reality as it annual air-passenger traffic will excesd 3 crore
by 2034, more than double the current figure for the entire state
of UE. Thus, the airport will enhance LF's GSDP sienificantly.

Currently, India’s aviation sector generates around 37 lakh
directand 77 lakh indirect jobs. Given the state’s small aviation
Footprint. not many UP residents benefit from these jobs. N1AS
launch changes that story aswell, with its developers estimat-
Ing that aver 11akh direct jobs — many of them high-quality —
and many lakhs ol indirect jobs will be created over the airport’s
development perod.

India's alr cargo gector ks currently dominated by six metro
hubs: Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennal, Hyderabad, and Kol
kata. With UPaspiring tobecome aS-trillion econonry in the nest
few vears, and with a population of 24 crore, it neads a large air
cargo hub of its own. The facility at NLA will fill that gap, withan
immediare annual capacity pegged ar 2.55 lakh MT, about half
thirt of BIAL, whichwillin-
creaseiolSlakh MT overa
period of time. Air cargo
hubs are economic en-
gines that facilitate over 35
percentof global trade by
value (about 88 erillion an-
nuallyl. They drive GDP
growth, create high-value
jobs and playa pivotal role

to three Imporant ex-
pressways (the Yamuna
Expressway, the Delhi-
the Eastern Periphernl Ex-
pressway), and two rail-
‘way-based dedicated freight corridors (EDFC and WDFC). These
arearzuably Bharat's principal arteries as thevtransport over 100
million MT of freight each vear. A series of multi-maodal faclites
will ensure seamless and speady transfer of cargo between these
anteriesand the alrport: An interchange connectingthe Yamuna
Expressway and the Eastern Peripheral Expressway; a logistics
hub that will link industrial zones around the Yamuna Express-
way to the Enstem DFC; and a 31-km road to connect the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, the Eastern Perlpheral Expressway, the
DFC and NIA.

Yia these interchange systems, we will see the creation
of a single efficient goods transport systemn in UP. This will
enhance UP’s logistics and economic efficiencies through
cost reductions, reduce transit times, improve supply-chain
relinbility, and enhance capacity, It will also promote green
logistics via reductions in carbon footprint, and easier regu-
latory compliance.

Now that N1A has been Inavpurated its important for UP's
econony managers to ensure that the saturation curve of the air-
port’s utilisation reaches its peak sooner rather than later. They
need o ensure the following: Seamless passenger connectivity
within a radius of 100 km from the almpaort; superior passenger
experence at the alrport: a robust budget hotel industry close to
the airport; financial incentives for alrlines; an attractive ware-
housing policy; and the development of Tand around the alrport
so that it will be suited to quality living and hish-tech industry.
This will require a team of experienced and motivated profies-
slonals who understand the aldine, alrport and alr cargo busi-
nesses and are adept at working with govemment drcles. Such
an approach will certainly bring a glorious shine to Jewar and
benefit UPand Bharat.

Tiwari ks professor at T Kanpur and coordinator of UP CM's Economyic
Advisory Group. Palis chairman of Aarin Capitaland memiber of LP CMs
Economic Advisary Group
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Indian carriers cut 25%
weekly int’l flights in May

Several foreign carriers
have expanded
operations to India

DEEFAK PATEL
Maray Dalri, 3 May

Adrfines in Lnclia have slashesd 25 per cent ol
their weekly infermational fights in May
becaise cirbs on airspace on accounl of the
conlBct in West Adia and restriclions on
Nying imposed by Pabdstan are puishing o
cost=and forcingthem to take longerroutes,
evenas foneign carmers in India hald steacdy
and expand.

Indian carders have reduced 1,034
weskly internatinnal Hghts over May last
year, i contraction al neary 24 50 per cent,
acconding to the data fromm aviation ana-
Wtics Bom Cirium, Busisess Staadend has
reviewed the data,

O the other hand, non-Indian aickines
have sesers onlby a marginal 1.2 per cent digin
weellly operitons, demonstrting o inone
stahle presence in the manket, arconding to
CErjuam’s data,

On Febnuary 28, Ismaed amd the Dinited
States comnducted military strikes on Irn
trigperiing Widespread aispace closires
meross parts of West Asia.

For Indian sirlines;, this s comspousided
an existing problem. Pakistan's sirpace has
rexresred shut frthemsinee: Operation Sin-
doarin May kst vear, kewing them siuisezed
betwesn Pao res o] comudar

Afmpace chosure forces afrfines 1o take
kanger, indiract roulss. This increasess [Bghi
time and lus consumption. The impact is
significant becanssin Indis sviation trbine
fuel (ATF) on noemal dinys mskes op sboit
ey ool ol amairdines operaling costa.

As Indian airlies are now aking longer
ronites forinbernstianal flzghts, and as global
el prices {and conssquently ATF prices)
have dramatically increased, the sfuore of
ATFin an Indism sirlinss operating oot hic
e o e ruich as S0-60 per Cent,

According 1o Chrium's dats, while Indz
adrlines hovve pulled back from intermational

Gauging the impact
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operationd, sveral foreign camiers have
expandéed operations o ks

China Eastern has added 23 weekly
Hhigghes wihile Cathay Pacilfic has incressed its
schedule by 1.4 in Moy thisyear as compansd
o Moy st vear.

Azerbaipn Adines snd Swisms have also
acldex] 14 Nights each.

Oeher carriers such a8 ANA and Buktha
Adr hinve incressed sight Mghts each, Biitan
Airfines seven, Frhiopian Adrlines g and
Japan Abrlines four.

Among Indian carriers, the pualfback
has been led by the Afr Inckia group. Air
India Express has seen its weekly intema-
tianial fights fall From 958 1o 454, & dropal
sRper cemil. Akr Erelin hos redhuce i wesskly
depariines by 388 Oights 10881 Spiaslet his
cult aver 60 per cemt al Bt intermational opes-
abiogis, opemting 70 weekly Mghts compared
B A7 i Yo g,

Mharke lesder IndiGeo hasalk o regheos] its
ntermstiomns] freuency by 130 Fights 10 L6587
periwveell Alosa A isthe onhy doimestie ci-
mer o post growth in inlemational oper-
atiog 1t has irbcnemsed wessdcly Highits fromm 6
i B2, o rise of over 28 per cent, béecaise i
excpamnls on shor-hanl ovenens rogled

Im bt dkabes] Ayprill 38, 1 he Fedderation
of Indian AdrEnes (F1A} had wmed the gov-
ermument ol 3 severs o,

“The airline indisiry in Indes i under

Acl bowrd w meet on May 7
cost-saving plan, CECG
selection on azenda

A headvwiids persist for (he loss-
rraking Adr Brclis, s boornd iz ek pected
tovclEscines cost-swving plans, selection
althe meat CED, financiaks, and other
B dhiring the mesting s hedu ke
for May 7 according ta sodrces: The
sourrees said the boand, chaired by
Tata Sons Claxirman N Chand rasedio-
ma, willl meet in Mumbed on May 7.
Tata Sons and Adr bndis did not

affér commenis. m

et perme shness and b on the verge of closing
derwm ar of Stopping itsopeations,” il sl

Flaggping the ressons. behind Uhe stress,
the by saicl: “The direcondition of the avi-
ntion sector hias been exacerbaled by the
West Axia Warand the exorbritant increase in
the price al ATF." I [urther undedined the
immpeact on airing vishilicy, noting that oper-
ations had berome “completely amviahle
ard ressi |timge i sigmificant losses forthe avi-
atioosector i Apeil 20067

Maore on business-stuindand com
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Spirit Air Shutdown Set to Hit Coforge,
Signals Turbulence Ahead for IT Firms

IN ASPOT OF BOTHER Rising jet fuel prices deepen airline distress, raising concerns for sector-focused IT vendors

Jochelle Mendonca

Bengaluru: The shutdown of Spi-
rit Alrlines isset to impact mid-tier
IT services irm Coforge, while mo-
unting distress in the avintion sec
tor due to rising jet fuel prices could
have wider implications for Indian
IT companies, analysts and indust-
ry executives said.

Jet fuel prices have surged follo
wing the US-lsrael wir on [ran, lea
ving alrlines with billions of dol
lars in additional costs, Splrit had
filed for bankruptcy in August
2005, after an earlier filing in
November 2024, and is now be
ing liquidated after Miling to
socure croditor support fora
US government bailout.

“Amaong Indian I'T, Coforge is —
the major plaver. It is a couple =

of milliondollars inbilling per ===

quarter,” a source with know-
lesclge of the matter told ET
Another person aware of Co

= there's no impact
%}‘3’ the closureof ™

Gmundﬁ Aviationsec- | Coforge derfves 2%
tor stressris- | of its revenue from
Shutdown of Spirit Airfines is LT VAR TR e
set to impact mid-tier IT ser- dm-t; TSUFF' tion and hospitality
wi ing jet fue T
S0 Oy prices amid Hexaware has 8%
But the firm said geopolitical exposure; TCS, In

tensions fosys, Wipro have

| lower depend-

o # . enice
A . s fia™
e

forge's engagoment with Spirit said
the company had taken steps to mi
thgate the impact of the bankruptey,
but the shutdown means the client
relationship would never return

“Aldriines go in and out of bankmupt-
ey all the thme bui this ks a shuldown
Tt desnl will never come back. And it
i5 poing to become a bigger problem
because every airine is strugsling
due tojet foed prices and Coforge 1s he-
avily focused on airlines.” the second

soumoe said. In response o
*  ETsqueries, Coforge sa-

bl there was “no impact o the cosurne
of Spirit Alrfines onouroperations or
projections and that Spirnt wrm]n;! e
le-\-_-t}mnﬂl”-lﬂ FY27 revenue”

“The travel portfol |n|:-f Coforgere-
mains in line with what we have
shared with Investors earlier We
continue to ses the travel portfolio
prowing very robustly |n FY27 and
bevond given the long-term One Or-
der-One Offer industry wide initia-
tive and also the Al-related invest
ments In revenie masimisation,
disruption management and ancil
lary rovenue expansion initiati-
ves,” Coforge zaid ina statement.

Coforge derives about 22% of its
reventie from the travel, transpor
tation and hospitality segment. In
contrast, mid-tier rivil Hexaware
gets about 8% of it revenue from
travel and transportation. Larger
IT firms such as Tata Consultancy
Services, Infosyvs and Wipro also
serve alrlines, but the segment
contributes n smaller share of thelr
PEVETILY
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Air India board
may pick new
CEOonMay7

AL HEADWINLS
PERSIST for the
Airindia, its board

is expected to
chiscuss cost-saving p|:|r.-\.
sefection of a new CEQ
financials, and other isswes
onMay T, said sources.



® Recent ATF price
trendsand impact
on Indian airlines

AKEY DRIVER of financial stress for
airine companiesis the sharp
hardening of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices, compounded by the
depreciation of the rupee against the
dollar. ATF prices rose by 18.2% year-
on-year (YoY)and 9.2% sequentiallyin
April 2026, following a sharp
escalation in global crude oil prices
triggered by geopolitical develop-
mentsinWest Asia. Although, the
ministry of civil aviation (MoCA)
capped domestic ATF price increase at
25% pn amonth on monthbasis,the
oil marketing companies raised ATF
prices byonly 9.2% sequentiallyin
April 2026 fordomestic operations,
tempering the immediate cost impact
on the aviation sector. Nonetheless,
crude oil prices remain elevated, which
canimpact ATF pricesin the future.
Although domestic ATF price increases
were moderated through government
intervention, fuel remainsa dominant
cost, accounting for 30-40% of aidline
operating expenses. Further,35-50%
ofaidine costs are dollardenominated,
including fuel, aircraft lease rentals
and maintenance expenses, exposing
airlines to sustained rupee weakness.
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AVIATION
CRISIS

Why domestic carriers
are issuing Mayday calls

Air India, IndiGo and SpiceJet have recently said the aviation
industryis facing severe financial challenges & could be forced
to curtail services. The stress is driven by a simultaneous hike in
operating costs, especially due to jet fuel prices, &amoderation
in traffic growth amidst the West Asiawar, explains Kinjal Shah

e Impact on air passenger traffic growthin FY26

PASSEMGER DEMAND HAS remained
resilient but subdued. Domestic air
passenger traffic grewbyonly 1.2%
inFY2026,with adedine of 1.2% YoY
inMarch 2026, reflecting moderation

intravel demand amid higher airfares,

operational disruptions and macro
economic uncertainties.

International air passenger traffic for
Indian carriers grew by a modest 3.9%

during FY2026,affected by cross-
border escalations thatled to flight
disruptions and cancellations during
theyear,as well as travel hesitancy
following the Air India accident in
Q1 FY2026.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS 'on, 04 May 2026

READ TO LEAD

Further,dueto disruptions in the
availability of certain international
airspaces starting February 28, 2026,
following escalation of the geopolitical
conflict in West Asia, the international
passenger traffic growth witnessed a
YoY decline of 36% and sequential
decline of 35% in March 2026.

SEQUENTIAL RISE IN
ATFPRICES IN
APRIL 2026

FLIGHT
CANCELLATIONS
AMIDAIRSPACE
CLOSURES &
INCREASE INAIR
FARES DUETO FUEL
SURCHARGE WILL
WEIGH ON
PASSENGERTRAFFIC
GROWTH

https [/epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7978@861

e Whatarethe
otherchallenges?

OPERATIONALDISRUPTIONS HAVE
exacerbated cost pressures, particularly
on intermational routes. The closure of
the Pakistaniairspacein eardy 202 6and
ongoing restrictions across certain West
Asianwar zones have forced airlines to
reroute select long-haul flights, result-
ing in longer flying times, higher fuel
burnand additional navigation and
airport charges. These havehada
disproportionate impact on internatio-
nal operations, which are otherwise
more yield-accretive and support
overall profitability. Parallelly, aidines
continue to face significant supply-side
and operational challenges. Engine
issues related to Pratt & Whitney
aircraft and global supply-chain
constraints resulted inthe grounding of
several aireraft, necessitating higher-
cost wet leases, deployment of older
aircraft with lowerfuel efficiency,and
elevated maintenance costs.

e Passenger traffic
growth forecasts

ICRA'S FORECASTS DRAWN prior to
the initiation of the West Asian conflict
of 8-10% forinternational air
passenger traffic growth forIndian
carriers and 6-8% for domestic air
passenger traffic growth for FY2027
now haveadownward bias. InFY2026,
domestic airpassenger trafficstood

at 167.74 million.Flight cancellations
amid airspace closures andincrease

in air faresin view of the levy of fuel
surcharge (to the extent of 5-6% of
the average air fares) due to the West
Asia conflict will weigh on passenger
traffic growth.

The removal of price caps on the air
fares, which were earlier introduced by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)in December 2025,
poses furtherdownside risks to
passenger traffic growth as demand
for air travel may soften if air fares go
upsignificantly.

® Howacuteis the financial crisis?

ICRA'S NET LOSS estimates (drawn prior
to the West Asian conflict) forthe Indian
aviationindustry for FY2026 stood at
17,000-18,000 crore, stemming froma
slowdownin passengertraffic growth
amida period of rising aircraft deliveries,
IndiGo's elevated losses due toflight
cancellations, passengerrefunds and
increased operating expenses due to the
distuptions inDecember 2025 ,and the
weakening of the rupee since Q2 FY26.
For FY 27, ICRA had projected net losses
tonarrow to$11,000-12,000 crore,
supported by growth in passenger traffic.
However, theWest Asian conflict since
the end of February 2026, resulting in
flight cancellations,retouting for select

long- haul routes, increasing fuel burn,
additional airport charges as more
aircraft remain onground, hike in fuel
costdue to elevated ATF prices and mapee
depreciation pose fresh challenges. The
government cut landingand parking
charges fordomesticairlines by 25% for
three months starting April 202 6.1t also
reduced export duty on ATF from May 1
butdid not give any direct relieftoon
domestic ATF costs. These measures offer
only partial mitigation against structu-
rally high fuel costs, currency pressures
and disruption related expenses.

Thewriteris seniorvice president &
co-group head, Corporate Ratings, ICRA

&
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Airfares set to surge on Gulf routes

Airfares Surge on India-Gulf Routes

ey Data vy~ | Why Prices Are Rising | Operational Impact | Global Factor
Earlier fares Higher international Longer Rt hee
have rassed: . risen from $65 to
¥10,000 to | A West Asia tensions Higher fuel Strait of Hormuz |
¥15,000 A\ Warisk insurance * consumption derupeions
premiums ia
wmm A Flight rerouting E"&w" # Expensive tickets
l w"m‘“ﬂ lead ta lungar routes A Alrﬂnes at » Limited flight options
'y Reﬂuced ﬂlg‘.ht brineed early
?SU,MO"' frequency June- Jl.lh.r ing

Aviation sector under pressure amid geopolitical crisis

Shelkh Manzoor Ahmed
New Delhi, May 2

Airfares on routes between
Indiaand the Gulf region are
poised for a sharp increase as
airlines grapple with rising
fuel costs, geopolitical ten-
sions, and operational con-
straints. Aviation industry
spurces indicate that travel-
lers heading to destinations
such as the UAE and other
Gulf countries are likely to
face significantly higher
ticket prices along with
reduced flight frequencies
in the coming weeks.

The surge in fares is being
driven by multiple factors.
While India has kept avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF)
prices relatively stable for
domestic operations, rates
for international flights
have seen a steep increase,
directly impacting long-haul
and Gulf-bound routes,

Ticket prices, which typi-
cally ranged between 10,000
and Rs 15,000 for Gulf desti-
nations, have in many cases
surged to Rs 50,000 or more.

This escalation is attrib
uted to heightened demand,
reduced seat availability,
and increased operational
costs faced by airlines,

The situation has been
exacerbated by ongoing ten-
sions in West Asia, forcing
airlines to reroute flightsto
avoid conflict zones. These
diversions result in longer
flight durations, higher
fuel consumption, and
lower aircraft utilisation,
As a consequence, airlines
are operating fewer flights
on certain routes, further
tightening supply and push-
ing fares upward.

In addition, carriers are
facing elevated warrisk
insurance premiuoms and
disruptions in fuel supply
chains, particularly around
the Strait of Hormuz. Global
oil prices have also spiked
sharply, with Brent crude
rising to approximately $111
per barrel from about $5
prior to the escalation of con
flict, adding further pressure
on airline operating costs.

The aviation sector is

already feeling the strain,
with airlines reassessing
route viability and adjusting
schedules. Industry inputs
suggest that Indian carri-
ers are likely to scale down
international operations
through June and July, as
rising fuel prices and per-
sistent alrspace resirictions
render several routes finan-
cially unviable.

According to internal
communications within the
aviation sector, some air-
lines have already reduced
services during April and
May and are preparing for
further cuts in the coming
months. The combined
impact of higher fuel costs,
extended flight paths due
to rerouting, and geopoliti-
cal constraints continues
to weigh heavily on airline
ECconomics.

Passengers planning
travel to the Gulf region are
advised to book in advance
and remain prepared for
higher fares and limited
flight options as the situa-
tion evolves.



AIRPL}HFSAU‘I HO RIT"Y (JF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHT

4 MAY 2026

faeT BIgRSIRIe
e, IR PRUAR

=g, THAN 998 st
ﬂ*aﬁwﬁw—rn‘-ﬁw#
STk faoT & 2R

mwmnwnmﬁmm
S ERIE T Gt LTI B i
TR | o e fan e
({77 4 = = T ) T A
% T8 91 | 56 S A U
mwmﬁamm@ahm
SEH T WA A AT H A
w7 | Pt o 1 Pl e A
Tl TR AT ora | 9aee o

n fmE olchiaal i
AT e
m Aimrae sfert
wlAysaed e
ﬂﬁr.mﬁmmmﬂl
I W HSETETE
T, SRS T o T
RERE EL CE b e T il
+1 fram o for | 34 6T
AT 7o TEhIZS =1 e el
’-*I Wi 36 TS T 1
¥ IWH TEEE i o
e o S TR 8 |
Y T S At Pis



AIRPUH 'SAUT HDR!TY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 4 MAY 2026

g A BT AR b 3a1S [l
ﬁqlmsnﬁmm Refotol.

G e e e e e o
fF fadre= S 5w
TR & T R | 400
o] 7 | T TR <
o s e
7T AT S | T S R
HFI = FA T | S
FH AT, (R
EATTEA AT 2 400 Fie
HERTRT 100 Zier famm

Fwl o AT v | &
A T WA G A
afﬂqmﬁnhﬂmam
w7, v el sl &
T IS0 EEEm
i = Ty |
17, fori 1 2006 e
U WA 10,000 B9
wafE = me e
A % FE T ¥ 0
FeE R TR TR A W
A o T A A A
W TEHR FEA A AT
I 4 28 210 R TR
Fer e T T R 15
A T T |



AIRF‘UR ISAUT HOR!TY UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

4 MAY 2026

QR SATDITS!
do® 7 Praeh

ﬁﬁwﬁmﬂﬂ wEET | T
e R A e
A F T T &
e 9 T ifE F
Emﬁmaﬁammm
FEM

I F AT, TR F
71 s I e
TR T 7 A A |
mﬂmﬁﬂzﬁr#‘ﬂm femr
T 2025-26 o T
s EE s R e
WS e e T T 3
B [T Er T Ao
% fom faam e wfaa =
R et T el b o ke ke o




Wﬁmfﬂthﬁazi_qtﬁazm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHT

4

MAY 2026

q‘éﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂl?ﬂlﬁmwx
AR AW @ A S99 =Y

TE BN Al E DRAS

gl g 4Rl

FeHDI DR AR Diuean

fefdIstel: mﬁmﬁw@amﬁlm@m

EUE R ER B R EC RHE EART
# | = W T = ) aeAn
| g E, <t a3
E e o 17 o o L
I |
THaR SR ras 33 W &

mwﬁiwvmmﬂa
Wwwaﬂ'ﬂﬂm@an ot
# i " fadeT 2025 9§ 98
2026 FHaa, AT A AEAEEE
U WA 3 A 9 | e
ot |59, a9 2022 {2026 H H
e Z5 el R |

EUIGEARIE RG] G e el

G o s
T fome " & Sy | &
Eainl 7 o Rl et i | A R
i i WE, BT HEN, 2 9
o1 3t 0 81 e &1 5Ud
HeT MR 5 SR
(#fiwau) 3 Rores Pt
wiiferd eTal & ed goe e
e =i e & | O3 A 4 o
3 10 A 0 7 @ i
a2

ﬁlﬁlﬂa‘raimaﬁr-: ELTE LRI
G 17 59 el venss i e
ST | 3R YonEs S

T T g 8 o fab 3
0 O a5 U9 A 10 A
TR T W W &) e S
21 & IR g 02 | Sat
TN 25 ARG 9 58 A B0 OF
#l Wi | FeIgE g & I
i & e i @ FeE
UEeH 07 16 A1 7
Wl B W1 2 |

424 abri®
R cron ufade

HEIT D 380 T T 3T 9 19 71 2026 T SEE 1 UE W &
foifie 3eie # ar 0 b 6 are 3 (o 2017 4 2025 G0 O 424 ARl

AP | @ ' o e 2 e o1 g1 & | FTHoH! B 3R, 9 2022 1 07
! W@ 110 3, Safts 2024 7 82 Al & BaE WHT B 2 ofvde o) e
TRI1 | 9Aelid 2025 o 48 il ®) A vend feree ¥ ol s o

~207r 2026
s @1 e I anoRd
A IEE A A A
TR WS 87 i
1 T |

—22 fadar 2025
A - g g g
e ot 32 9 e A
A el @ gear Gk
o] TS W |

—10feHaz 2022

3T wEReEE o g 9
EIECIEECES

O R

3 A e A
TaTan e B

| —HEa 2024
el gard 2 R @iy A

|| T AR W e | i

URIFE & 9mE 0 fa)

—a12023
Eamﬂug;mf—gﬁ 3BH
G T T
o, it A el |

~W$2023

TWEHIE o TEE-
Eﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁgﬂgﬂ?
e o & e Bt

—aidd 2022
U g ot il et

| e Ao A ofgen ardt w

et o o7 e o



redia fam
AIRPORTS A

HHU‘P” ¥

Corporate Communications Directorate

QOF INDIA

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHT

4 MAY 2026

{l- ". [ ¥ }

29- yem ~old opens emergency door,
jumps off taxiing plane in Chennai

Meha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: A passenger
opened the emergency exit of an
Air Arabia aircraft and jumped
onto the taxiway a minute after
it landed at the Chennai Inter-
national Airport early on Sun-
day, triggering a security scare
and temporarily disrupting

operations at the main runway,
officials aware of the matter
said.

The 29-year-old man suffered
only minor injuries and was
taken into custody by the Chen-
nai police. Airport authorities
scrambled to secure the area,
while operations on the primary
runway (known as 07/25) were
briefly halted.

Flight G9471, an Airbus A320,
landed in Chennai from Sharjah
at 3.23am. Around a minute
later, the passenger opened the
front-left emergency exit door
and jumped off the jet onto taxi-
way V, with the aircraft on its
way to the terminal. Aircraft
usually taxi at speeds between
10 knots and 20 knots (between

continued on—37

MAN JUMPS OFF PLANE

I18.5km/hr and 37km/fhr),

according o airlines’ operating
rotocol

“The incident took place
around 3.25am,” an offidal said.
“Alrline staff informed security
persennel and ook the passen-
ger to local police, who ook
him into custody,” the official
added.

Police said the man, who was
In custody at the airport police
station. told investigators he
was mentally i1L

“The man is from Pudukkot-
tal in Tamil Nadu. He insists he
Is mentally ill and therefore
Jumped off the aircraft. Security
agencies are Investigating the
matter,” an airport official said.

Alrline officials sald the pas-
senger was seated “near the
emergency exit” but did not dis-
close his seat number.

Generally, the front left emer-
gency exit on an Airbus A320
[amily aireraft Is opened by lift-
ing the operating handle, which
unlatches the plug-type door
and swings it outward. How-
ever, such an act is a violation
acrcording to Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
rules.

The incident affected opera-
tions at the alrport for about an
hour. A second official said the
aircraft remained at the spot
where he jumped till 4.25am,
when it was towed toa parking
bay. Runway operations
resumed around 4.35 am, Dur-
Ing the main runway’s closure,
some flights were handled
through the secondary runway
(12730).

According to officials, an
incoming Britsh Alrways flight
BADO35 from London was
diverted to Bengaluru. At least
five other flights, including ser-
vices to Doha, Ahmedabad and
Dubal, were delayed by 35 to 40
minutes. Dfficials sald depar-
tures to Bangkok and Abu
Dhabi, as well as an arriving
Abu Dhabi flight, were routed
through the secondary runway
during the disruption.

(With inpuis from § Vijoy Karthik
in Chennai)
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AIR INDIA SET TO
REVIEW COSTS, CEO
PLAN ON MAY 7

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI: As head-
winds persist for the loss-making
Air India, its board is expected to
discuss cost-saving plans, selec-
tion of the next CED, financials,
and other issues during the
meeting scheduled for May 7,
according to sources.

Headwinds for the Air India
Group, which is projected to
have incurred more than
%22,000 crore loss in the finan-
cial year ended March 2026,
have multiplied with the West
Asia conflict. In the midst of an
ambitious transformation plan,
the airline is also scouting for a
new CEO as incumbent and Sing-
apore Airlines Group veteran
Campbell Wilson will be step-
ping down later this year.

The sources said the board,
chaired by Tata Sons Chairman
N Chandrasekaran, will meet in
Mumbai on May 7. Various cost-
saving measures, CEO succes-
sion plans, financials for 2025-26
fiscal year as well as other issues
are expected to be discussed dur-
ing the meeting, the sources said.
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Passenger from Sharjah detained after he
opens emergency exit door, runs on tarmac

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A passenger arriving in
Chennai caused a flutter
when he opened the emer-
gency exit door and ran on
the tarmac on Sunday. As a
result, an international
flight bound for the city
was diverted to Bengaluru.

An Air Arabia interna-
tional flight from Sharjah
landed at the Chennai air-
port around 3.45 a.m. As
the aircraft was taxiing, the
passenger opened the
emergency exit door, came
out through the evacuation

It took an hour for
the crew to close
the evacuation slide;
the incident led to
the diversion of an
international flight

slide, and ran on the tar-
mac towards Gate no. 102,
airport sources said.

Air Traffic Control offi-
cials who noticed the inci-
dent raised an alert.

Personnel of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) rushed to the spot
and caught the passenger.

He was handed over to
the police. It took nearly an
hour for the crew to close
the evacuation slide.
Around 4.45 a.m., the air-
craft was brought to the
bay, and the passengers
disembarked, airport
sources said.

Probe launched
Officials of the Airports
Authority of India said
they have begun an investi-
gation into the incident.
The Greater Chennai
police identified the pas-
senger as Mohamed Naj-
mudeen Sherif, a native of

Pudukkottai district in Ta-
mil Nadu.

He said he was travelling
with a group of eight per-
sons and that he had
opened the emergency ex-
it door to escape as he
feared someone was plot-
ting to attack him. He was
detained at the airport. Of-
ficials questioned the pas-
senger as well as those who
had travelled with him.

Later in the day, the pol-
ice said the passenger was
found to be under mental
stress and was admitted to
a hospital for evaluation
and treatment.
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Air India board to mull cost-saving steps

The Tata Group-owned airling's board is
scheduled to meet on Thursday.

NELITERS

s headwinds persist for loss-malking Air

India, itsboard is expecied to discuss

cost-saving plans, selection of the next
chief exeemtive officer (CED), financialsand
otherissues during the meeting scheduled for

Thursday, 7 May in Mumbai, according o
people familiar with the matter.,

Hemdwinds for the Air India Group, which is
projected to have inourmed losses af more than
122 000 erore loss in the financial vear ended 51
March, have multiplisd with the West Asia
conflict. In thie midst of an ambitiows transfor-
meation plan, the Tata Group-owned airline is
alsoscouting fora new CEO as menmbent and
Singapore Airlines Group veterin Camphell
Wikson will be stepping down Iater this vear.
TatnSons and Air India did not offer commeni.

Aspart of stringent messures to save costs
amid spirafling jet fuel prices, Air Indiais
mulling unbundling meals from tickets as well as
lounge acvess for business dlass travellers.

Airspace restrictions in thewake of the West
Asizconflict have forced the airline to take
longer routes for many international
destinations, which isalso resulting in increased
fisel burn. PTI
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What the business-class seat tells us about inequality

MANU JOSEPH

15 & joumaist, novelist and

scresnwriler His latest book &

Winy the Poor Daon't Kill Us!

Tui e Desdmneeses clinss Mgt Dhavveever

takenwas with Adr India. Asthe Mlght

was Liding foe take-off, it stopped on
the e, There wasasne. and we had o
sty in the aireraft. It was over H° Celslus
outside. Peak Delhl summer. As though in
apology. the cabin crew began serving a
meal At the time | didn’t realize the service
wis only ln bassiness class. There wis wine
toc, Afteeraan haour, [heand commetbon from
the economy cabin. They weresweat ing as
there was noair conditioning. Odd, Fhadn't
ntheed. The sereams informed me they
were hngry and thirsty too. A person had
Einted What s close shave for me, DHhoaght.
But then menseing vobees grew.

Some alpha men barged in demandding the
adreraft doos ol opessed or people lncoach
would die. At that moment. [ was sipping
golden wine, It looked like my moment of
beheading. But the alphas immediately
became mesk on secting useating and drink-
ng. vawning distances separating each
eithier. It was as il they liad been programmeed

tie vt thuat this businesa cluss was theb
cinphoyer class, They regaiined their compso-
sure when they spaottied the light attendants
] sevemied only at theme [ s an odd thing
abwout peogle thest nomattes what thedr teo-
riesof pevolutksn might be, nthe real workd,
thiry flrsa Faliseme theebr esguals For thedr misery,

Generally, consaumertsom bs (fled with nse-
lerss proosiiuiets, bt | have respect for the busi-
nesss cliss seat 1 s peobabily the mos exgen-
slve real estate in the worldl It contalns an
ugly overrated chalr, 20000 22 inches wide,
whose gresiest distinetion (s that it can go
entirely Mot People pay lnkhs for b But s
true value (s nt inthe flatbed.

Somne pevipe love the idea ofwelng seen in
It; thnt awloward moment when econasmy
passengers shuffle past. Lam filrly confldent
that they would love i a bold airline con-
fgrired business class seats Belng the econ-
omy cliss, with no prissy curtains, But the
Jowv of Inesgpanliny {s a seall port of the price,
Thee value of business class largely cones
from the misery of not having i And the
misery of economy class comes fram the
exbstence of business cliss, This s why peo-
e pary the price of asmall car for abusiness
classseat. and noamount of Improvements
Incoach can save passengers from it

Dwas reminded of 2l this when Alr New

Fealand recently announced i would be
Introdiucing bunk beds in ecommy—six of
them, svadlabibe in foar-Tuour shots for 500,
This, especially for s price, does not adedoess
the actual problen with coach—the very
exdatenice of hasiness cliss. A weonse ol lmpoyv-
erishmaent lsnotan absohite comdithon: (s
o relative experience, It ks

passdomately ahoit equality, found himself
Aying first class{more than once) and wrote
abwoert hits shamie. This kind of shame con-
Fuses mae. Oine, you generally disoover yoo
are flying fivst class long before you reach
the almport. Also, in the fbee of such unbseara-
lile shame, the easiest I|:|Ill.y. 1o do s

exchinge your seat with

createdd by the visible Bt me, or, okay, 4 pregnant
that some people have a cuach f.]ass WKL
betier I, That is why il But then, the juxts -
:J:‘Hll‘-l‘:u'];l[tl:l:.;ll::'::uilzll:{ll: passengers uLmI::FLLI:::-L:s:Li‘::::TIL}
it sde  SUDSIIZe those
:.-.:ln-;;u:uuillu :umqllluljtli. who ﬂF better |“ ::g.L':-ulm:TlMl.liuﬂu.l.uum
Every e and reghon hasits elass and coacly, A lusiness
o definition of poverty; a re[at[gnsh[p class seat takes up abwat five
andd every alrerafi oo, tmes the oo space of an
In aworkd where nobaody ﬂ'f depende NCe  economyseatbuf genermies

hail bovented the Datbed
andd there were only econ-
oy seats, pesogee would be
generally content  and
unceimbsrtable. Enkrdiners anly had Rat beds
andd moenach, slr travel would bse only forthe
rich [t ds the mixing ol classes within g vesse]
thist filsa meedioe re clale with meaning and
muakes peogle react bn complex ways.
Former Greeli finance minkster Yanks Y ar-
oufakis, asell-declared Marist who spseaks

inthe sky

ahout elgha times the reve-
mue I adrlines could oper-
st all-business-class
Nights, they would. Sems
nlehe alrlines actually do. Historically, air-
Lines have fikled try ing o doils as they can-
not Bnd enough passengers. The economy
cabin peovides the vohime for the alreeafi o
[y the route at all. The lusiness class exguands
the margin and makes i @ worthwhile busg-
s, But b this rebsticonship, the coach subsl-

ilizes the buslness class more.

The husiness section shrinks the coach,
tghtenkng the supgly of eoomony seats, mis-
Iz s price. Thiat swhiy, thogh bt 's not the
onby reason, & Mardst’ who flies business
class i o frand Omthe sither hand, the bil-
lionadee in his private pet B a sovioor of the
coich class by neot belmng bn competitbon for
seais In comumercial alrine.

Generally, the people wha fly business
class are nod the super-rich. They are the
mere milionaines. even the uppes mdddle-
class—the merchant, the Liwyer, a Marst
fnance minister, the essavist whose hear
Tesrts o Manals, and sometimes mie (Given
a ol e Bertween bedng almand tarian aod
having the moral clarity to traved business
class, Dwill choose the seat.)

The billionalre, by ot bislng in competi-
thon for the business class seat makes £ more
affordable for the millionaire, whoss
encroachment on cosch Incresses IJh='||t'J'L B
oleconomy seats. As inan aireraft, so in life.
Thie milllewslre nocupies the same spaces s
coach travellers, wsunplng opportunities bn
education, media start-upeulione, inance,
arts. wihdle the bilkonakre s in hisownorkdt.

Bt Lonsst say. you meay find the humani-
tarian in business class fanny. Eind the fan
ol capltalism in coach class funnier.
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Air India board meet on May 7, cost-saving steps & CEO selection likely on agenda

Headwwinds for the Air India Group, which is projected to have incurred more than Rs 22,000 crove loss in FY26, have multiplied with West Asia conflict

NEW DELHI! MUMBAI: As
headwinds persist for the loss-
ma]u'.'ng Adr India, its board is
expected to discuss cost-saving
plaru., selection of the next CEQ,
financials, and other issues dur-
ing the meeting scheduled for
May 7, a.i:c.'urd.i.rlg 10 SO es.

Headwinds for the Air India
Group, which is pm}:ci:d to
have incurred more than Rs
22,000 crore loss in the finan-
cial year ended March 2028,
have multiplied with the West
Asia conflict.

In the midst of an ambi-
tous transformation plan, the
Tata Group-owned airline iz
also scouting for a new CEO as

incumbent and Singapore Air-
lines Group veteran Campbell
Wilsen will be stepping down
later this year. The sources said
the board, chaired by Tata Sons
Chatrman N Chandrasekaran,
will meet in Mumbai on May 7.
Various cost-saving mea-
sures, CEO succession plans,
financials for 2025-26 fiscal
year as well as other issues are
expected to be discussed during
the meeting, the sources said.
As part of stringent mea-
steres Lo save costs amid spiral-
ling jet fuel prices, Air India is
mulling unbundling meals from
tickets as well as lounge access
for business class travellers.

With the unbundling plan,
the airline will be able to offer
a different fare category where
passengers do not prefer to have
mralisﬂcimﬂarly.Pﬂ:T: business
class passengers will have the
aption to choose lounge access,
the sources said.

» As part of costs saving measures, Air India is mulling
unbundling meals from tickets & biz dass lounge oocess

» With the plon, airline will be able to offer different fore
category where passengers do not prefer to have meals

» Similarly, the business class passengers will have
the option to choose lounge access, the sources said

They also stressed that these
measures are only being mulled
and a final decision has not been
taken on whether to go ahead
with iL

Adrspace restrictions in the
wake of the West Asia conflict
have forced the airine to take

longer routes for many interna-
tional destinations, which is also
resulting in increased fuel burn.

The board is also tIFﬂL‘lﬂi [1V]
discuss the selecton of the next
CEO for the airline, in which
Singapore Airlines has a 25.1

per cent stake. Various names,

including that of Afr India and
Singapore Airlines executives as
wedl as possible European candi-
dates, are doing the rounds for
the next CEO position.

Omne of the sources indicated
thiat there could even be the pos-
sibility of having a joint MD
or CEQL

Apart from Chandrasekaran
and Wilson, Singapore Airines
CEQ Goh Choon Phong and
four others — Sanjiv Mehta,
Alice Vaidyan, P R Ramesh,
and P B Balaji — are members
of the Air India board. On May
1, Wilson told staff that the air-
space and jet l'url[}'ln'ur situation
remains extremely challenging.

" massive rise in jet fuel
prices which, together with air-
space closures and longer ﬂ}'lng
rowtes, has caused many of our
international flights to become
unprofitable o operate” he had
said in a message.

While cuts in international
flights happened in April and is
continuing in May, Wilson had
albso said the situation leaves the
airline with no choice “but to
further trim schedules for June
and July®

“We very much regret the
disruption o our customers’
PJa.'n:. and our crew's rosters, and
hope that the Middle East situ-
ation settles — and the Strait of

Hormue opens -- soon s0 that
we can get back to a more nor-
mal state)” he had said.

According to him, the prof-
itability of domestic flights has
also been significantly affected,
buet 1o a lower degree due to the
government’s limitation of the
domestic fuel price rise o 25
per cent.

“To partially compensate for
the huge spike in costs, we have
increased airfares and imposed
fuel surcharges but, under-
standably, these higher atrfares
impact customer demand, so we
can only raise fares so far before
Etuplr decide to stay home, he

ad said. m
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Air India
cuts
foreign

flights
OUR BUREAL

Kew Delhi: Afr India will scals
back 1ts Internattonal operi-
tlons tii the end of July since
surging Jet fuel prices and ar-
space resirictlons have made
many routes unprofitable.

Alr India CEO and manag-
ing director Campball Wilson
told employees in an lnternial
communicatlon that the alr-
line had no cholce “but to fur-
ther trim schedules for June
and July”, PTI reported

Wilson said the airline had
already reduced flights for
April and May for the same
TOASONS.

The West Asia conflict has
not just raised jet fosl prices
but also lod to alrspace restric-
tlons that are foreing fllghts to
take longer routes, increasing
o] comsmption.

“Wo hiave reducad some fly-
ing for April and May.... Mas-
siverise in jot fusl prices which,
together with alrspace closures
and longer flying routes, have
cansed many of our interna-
tiomal fights to become mmprod-
1table o oporate.” PTI guoted
Wilson astelling Alr india staff

CONTINUED ON PAGES

Air India
cuts foreign
flights

b FROM PAGE 1

Wilson's message comes fust a
fow days after the Federaton
of Indian Atrlines, wiich rep-
resents Afr India, IndiGo and
Spicedet, urgad a revision in
aviaton turbine fuel.

The Federation also asked
the govermment toprovide finan-
clal support to the airlines, warmn-
Ing that the country’s stressed
BViation sectir was on the vergs
of stopping operations.

W very much regrot the dis-
TUption 10 Our customers' plans
and our crew's rosters, and hope
that the Middle East sttuatlon
sotfles — and the Strait of Hor-
ITINLE.OPMES — SO0M 50 tHiat W cam
got hack 0 8 miors normal state,'*
Wilson, who has announced
plins tostep diown this yoar, siid.

He acknowledged that do-
mestic operations had been
affected, too, but to a lesser do-
gree because of government
caps on fuel price fncreases.

“To pardally compensate
for the huge splke In costs, wa
have Increased alrfares and
imposed fuel surcharges but,
understandably, these high-
£r alrfares Impact customer
demand, 50 We can only ralse
fares sofar before people declde
o stay home,"” Wison sild.

Garman carrier Lufthansa
has decided tocut 20,000 short-
haul Mghts through October
because of the splke 1n Jet fuel
prices,
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Air India CEO race narrows to 4 names

CCO Aggarwal, Ex-Vistara CEO Kannan In Fray | Final Call Likely This Week

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The race for the
Maharaja’s crown of thorns
— Air India CEQ’s position
— has entered its final stage
with the selection narro-
wing down to four names, in-
cluding Al chief commercial
officer Nipun Aggarwal,
erstwhile Vistara CEOQO Vi-
nod Kannan, who is now se-
nior vice president at Singa-
pore Airlines (SIA), and two
expatriates.

The airline's board is
scheduled to meet on Thurs-
day and a call may be taken as
the delay in naming outgoing
CEO Campbell Wilson’s suc-
cessor is adding to the troub-
les of the beleaguered airline
in what is already the toug-
hest time for aviation global-
ly since Covid,

While the names of the ex-
pats shortlisted for the Al

REDUCTION IN FLIGHTS LIKELY

» Reducing 10-15% of 1,100
daily flights

» International routes to
North America, Europe,

UK, Far East and Australia

to see maximum cuts

due to fuel cost for

foreign flights

» Flight reductions to last till
July for now

» Cutting HR cost on agenda

Cost-cutting measures that may be taken up at board meeting:

through either pay cuts, no bo-
nuses, layoffs or a mix of two
» Operating cost is at a level
that passing on same as
fare hikes will lead to re-
duced passenger numbers
» Al international flights
seeing reduction since
Ahmedabad crash last June
» Al has 23,000 employees
and Al Express has 11,000

CEO role are not vet confir-
med, the two Indians — Ag-
garwal and Kannan — are
strong candidates, Kannan,
an SIA veteran, while Aggar-
wal, a Tata veteran, has play-
ed a key role in Al ever since
theairline’s homecoming.
“Asof now, thenew CEOQ's
selection is not on the May 7
meeting agenda. But then

who knows (if the same isin-
cluded) as the urgency and
gravity of the situation is
known toboth the promoters
— Tata Group and SIA —
who are losing money. Apart
from losses, Al's condition is
beginning to hurt SIA's repu-
tation too,” said a person in
the know.

Al along with low-cost Al

Express, hadreturnedto Tata
fold in Jan 2022, This is the
third time thata huntisonfor
a suitable CEQ in just over fi-
ve vears. While Tata has in-
vested thousands of crores in
Al Group since then, the tur-
naround both financial
and operational — has been
slower than anticipated due
to both internal and external
reasons. During the last fi-
nancial year, Al is estimated
to have registered losses of
closeto Rs 24,000 crore. There
is also said to be disquiet wit-
hin Bombay House over the
losses of the new businesses,
led by AL

Just like Al's turnaround,
the hunt foranew CEQisalso
taking longer than expected.
Wilson had taken over as Al
CEO in May 2022. Just two ye-
ars later, he had conveyed to
Tata Sonsand Al chairman N
Chandrasekaran that he
wanted to step down in 2025,

IndiGo, on the other hand,
saw its schedule collapse last
Dec. Since then, its CEQ Pie-
ter Elbers resigned and the
airline has announced his
successor — former British
Airways CEO William Walsh,
who will take over by Aug 3.
Given his focus on cost cut-
ting that had earned him the
nickname of “Slasher” du-
ring his BA avatar, Indian av-
iation industry insiders had
speculated Walsh might head
Al given its runaway cost
structure till IndiGo announ-
ced him as Elbers’ successor.

“IndiGo does not have a
dearth of desi professionals
who could have become the
CEQ. Naming an Indian for
the top job could earn AT so-
me brownie points that it bad-
Iy needs. No one can say that
anexpat is the panacea for In-
dian airline woes after the
stints of Elbers and Wilson,”
saidan industry insider.



T 4

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 4 MAY 2026

‘Nauseated' flyer
jumps off taxiing
plane in Chennai

Chennal: A 25 year-obd pas-
senger experiencing nau-
aeq apened the smergency
exit of an Alr Arabla flight
that was still taxiing afier
touchdown in Chennal and
jumped onte the tarmae,
IPIEGROFING an  fmoergency
that shut the rumway and
ledd to am ineoming Britsh
Airways flight boing diver-
ted to Bengalura,

The Sharjah-Chennai
flight carrying 240 passeng-
ers was heading to the apron
when Mohumed Sherif Mo-
harmed Najumudeen opeed
the prergency window and
jumped from the alrerall,
airport officials said. The
captaln immediately al
alr traffe control; -
eraft w; disabled” on the
taxiway As Najumuderm at-
tempted to fles, CISF person-
nel gave ehase and caught
him. He told them he opened
the emaergency exil becanss
he was nnusonted.

‘Flyer asked to
be seated near
emergency exit’

kContinued from P 1

4 hamed Kajumudeen said
he was feeling increas-
ingly uneomise e

The erew confirmed to in-
vestigators that Najumudeen
had twice complained during
the Might that he felt ke vom
iting and asked to be seated
nearthe emergency exit.

The disabled aireraft,
stranded on the taxiwmg
foreed alrport authorities o
close the main runway from
3.2am o 4 258m

The British Airways flight
scheduled to arrive in Chen-
miai wis diverted because the
wings of the twoaireraft risk-
ed contact T the landing was
cleared, an official said,

The Alr Arabia aireraft
wiikss bowed off the taxiway and
the main runway was reo-
poned ot 4.25am for routineop-
erations, the official added.

Custorms oflickals checked
Najumudeen's baggape for
oontraband and alrport au-
thorities guestioned him for
three hours before handing
him over to police, who saicd
they would reglster a case
agalnsi him for ailegedly vio
Iating aviation safety norms

1 “ver Mohamed Sheril Mo-



	IE-ND-4 MAY.jpg
	AU DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	AU DL 04MAY2026A.JPG
	AU DL 04MAY2026B.JPG
	BS DL 4MAY2026.jpg
	BS DL 4MAY2026A.jpg
	BS DL 4MAY2026B.JPG
	DB DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	DBU DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	DJ DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	DJ RS 04MAY2026.JPG
	ET DL 4MAY2026.JPG
	FE DL 4MAY2026.JPG
	FE DL 4MAY2026A.JPG
	GK-SRI-3 MAY.JPG
	HT DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	HT DL 04MAY2026A.JPG
	HT DL 04MAY2026B.JPG
	HT DL 04MAY2026C.JPG
	HT-ND-4  MAY.jpg
	HT-ND-4 MAY.JPG
	HU-ND-4 MAY.JPG
	JS DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	MINT DL 4MAY2026.JPG
	MINT DL 4MAY2026A.JPG
	MP DL 04MAY2026.JPG
	RP-JAI-2 MAY.JPG
	TG-KOL-3 MAY.jpg
	TOI-ND-4 MAY.JPG
	TOI-ND-4 MAY-A.JPG

