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Pune Airport adds Marathi
to Udaan Café nameboard

Ankit Shukla
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Two days after an uproar
among people over skipping
Marathi on the Udaan Yarri
Cafe nameboard, the airport
administration has changed it,
and now the board has names
in three languages — Marathi,
Hindi, and English.

After the launch of the
Udaan Café at Pune airport,
several sodal media users had
pointed out that the board had
skipped a mention in Marathi.

Speaking to The Free Press
Journal (FPI}, Airport Director
Santosh Dhoke said, "The deci-
sion was made vesterday after
the Airport  Authorities
became aware of the issue. We
have instructed everyone to
ensure that all signboards and
symbaols are displayed in three
languages: Marathi, Hindi, and
English.”

The Udaan Café, which
offers passengers affordable
refreshments with tea and
water priced at just Rsl0, and
coffee, samosas, and sweets at
Rs20, was launched in the
Pune International Airport on
Monday, Apr 28. The initiative,
which has already received an
overwhelming response at
Kolkata, Ahmedabad, and
Chennai airports, aims to
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make air travel more comfort-
able and pocket-friendly for
the common man.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation previously launched
the ‘Udaan’ (Ude Desh Ka
Aam Maagrik) scheme with
the goal of making air travel
accessible to the average
citizen. Although the scheme
significantly boosted air travel
from smaller, non-metro
cities, high food and beverage
costs at airports continued to
discourage  cost-conscious
travellers. For many frequent
flyers, the inflated prices at
terminal food outlets meant
skipping meals or refresh-
ments altogether.

At present, the debate over
the use of Marathiand Hindi in
Maharashtra is intensifying,
Social media has been flooded
with videos of altercations,
where Maharashtra
Navnirman  Sena  (MNS)

workers have engaged in argu-
ments on multiple occasions.
In Maharashtra, nameboards
must be displayed in Marathi,
and MNS has staged protests
in support of this regulation.
The Supreme Court, in its
order of Sep 25, 2023, gave two
months to install Marathi
nameplates and made them
mandatory

In another ongoing issue of
Marathi vs Hindi in the state,
the introduction of the three-
langnage formula for classes 1
to 5 is a key part of the new
curriculum  under  the
Mational Education Policy
(NEP) 2020,

The state school education
department has outlined a
phase-wise implementation
plan for the new curriculum
framework, designed in line
with the recommendations of
NEFP 2020 for schod educa-
Liomn
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2 jets abort
landings as
copter flies
near airport

Washington: Federal irans-
portation safety officlals were
Investlganing on Friday after
two commercial filghts abort-
e landings because an army
helicopter had entered the air-
space around Ronald Reagan
Washington Mational Alrport,
where hellcopter traffic has
been restricoe] sinee a fatal
collision In January.

Alr raffic controllers in-
structed Delta A ir Lines Flight
1671 and Republilc Alrways
Flight 5835 1o abort thelr land-
Ings around 230 pm on Thurs-
day becausa of the helicopter's
presence, according to the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, which has begun an
Investigation along with the
MNatlonal Transportation Safe-
tv Board

The helicopter was a Black
Hawk headed to the Pentagon,
the safety hoard said. Both
planes later landod safely,

“Our hellcopter restric
tions around CA are crvstal
clear,” transportatlon secre-
tAry Sean Duffy sald ina soclal
media post, nsing the alrport's
code, He sald he would speak
to the defence department
about “why the hell our rules
were disregarded”
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Kol airport’s longest taxiway reopens
after a year, to ease ground traffic

Was Out Of
Service For
Repair Work

Subhro Nivogi
& Tamaghna Banerjee | thn

Kolkata: Over half of taxi
track A, the longest taxiway
at Kolkata airport that was
out of service due to repairs,
was reopened on Friday along
with taxiway C, which was al-
soshut for upgrade,

The reopening of the two
taxi tracks will significantly
reduce ground hottlenecks at
Kolkata airport and increase
operational capacity. Sources
said even runway occupancy
time of aircraft will reduce as
they use taxiway C to exit and
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e taxiway is mung the oldest at Kolkata airport

CLOSEST TO TERMINAL, 2,940 METRES IN LENGTH

» Portion of
taxiway A that
was shut for
reconstruction
1644 m

» Section of
taxiway A that
was available for
| operation | 1,296 m
» Length of
taxiway A that will
now be available
2940 m

roll onto taxiway A,

While taxiway A, the clo-
sest one to the terminal, is
2,940 m in length, 1,644 m was
closed for upgrade. “The taxi-
wayvs are among the oldest at
Kolkata airport and were be-
ing strengthened as part of

the operational and apron
area upgrade,” said an air-
portofficial,

Airlines officials said the
development would help ease
ground traffic movement,
particularly during busy ho-
urs. “Earlier, there were fe-

werbusy hours at Kolkata air-
port. But with flights now dis-
tributed all through the day
there are six to seven peak ho-
urs. If taxiway A and the pa-
rallel taxitrack F are both in
operation, it is a great help,”
said an official.

A pilot also pointed out
that the availability of the en-
tire taxiway A allows flights
to switch the direction of ope-
rations between north and so-
uth when weather changes,

Anairportofficial said the
reopening of taxiway A will
also be crucial for uninter-
rupted fight operation du-
ring the Airport-New Bar-
rackpore metro work. “Since
the boundary wall of the air-
portwill have tobe temporari-
Iy shifted inside the airport
compound during metro
construction, large aircraft
used by international airlines
will be unable to use taxiway
M and P that allows departing
aircraft to move straight to
the northern end of the pri-
mary runway. These aircraft
will then be able to use taxi-
way A," the official said.
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Airport gets
hoax explosion
call; FIR filed

Mumbai: Sahar police have
registered an FIR after the
city international airport's
passenger contact centre re-
ceived a hoax bomb blast call
on April 30, around 5.35pm.
The caller, who identifi-
ed himself as Pradeep Ku-
mar Shivkumar Sahani, sa-
id that an explosion had oe-
curred at the airport and
authorities and politicians
should be informed. The air-
port authorities held an ur-
gent meeting and soon veri-
fied that the information gi-
ven by the caller was false.
Sahar police were informed
and they registered a case.
In a similar incident, po-
lice received a phone call
around 2am about a "bag
with a bomb” lying at a
residential apartment in
Andheri East, but it too tur-
ned out to be a hoax. Sahar
police verified that thecaller
was an autistic vouth. After
checking his medical pa-
pers, police did not press
charges against him, but
cautioned his family
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Setback to Pak as major intl
airlines avoiding its airspace

Air India estimates $600m in losses as Islamabad closes airspace

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 2

In what has come as a
blow to Pakistan, some of
the major international
European carriers llke
Lufthansa, British Airw-
avs, Air France, Swiss,
LOT Poland, and ITA Italy
are reportedly avoiding
the nation's airspace vol-
untarily despite having an
easy passage over it.

After the Pahalgam ter
ror attack, Incia
announced a series of
].Tllll‘l! Ve measurnes aga i:T'IHI
Pakistan. In a bid o pun-
ish New Delhi, Islamabad
had closed its airspace for
Indian carriers. However,
in the process, it is getting
a bloodv nose in the “air-
Space war”,

In the wake of the esca-
lating tensions and antici-
pating military action
between the two coun-
tries, a majority of inter
national earriers are

found to be avoiding Pak
airspace, leading to huge
financial loss to it in
terms of overflight fees.
This can be in the range of
$60,000 daily for 737
Boeings at the rate of $600
per flight. For the bigger
T77 Boeing flights, this fee
can be between $1,000 to
$1,700 per flight.

Even though the flights
to and from India are now
more costlier and longer
than before, international
alrlines are not willing to
take a chance in this peak
travel season.

For its own operators, the
Indian government is
mulling other shorter
alternative  routes 1o
Central Asia, West Asia,
Europe and the US, as Air
India, Alr Indin Express,
IndiGo, Akasa, and
Spicadet rerouted their
journey after the closure of
Pak airspace. Together
they operate about 100
Mights a day on interna-

» FOR ITS operators,
India is mulling other
shorter alternative routes
to Central Asia, West
Asia, Europe and the US,
as Air India, Air India
Express, IndiGo, Akasa
and SpiceJet rerouted
their journey after the
closure of Pak airspace

tional routes. As per an
estimate, Indian carriers
are expected to lose any-
thing between T70 to T8O
crores weekly in this
standoff situation. Heuters
reported that Air India has
sought a subsidy from the
Indian government for the
affected international
flights till the time over-
flight ban is in place as it
faces about $600m losses if
the ban stays for a longer
period, Among the Indian
airlines, Air India has the
highest number of flights
on international routes

using the Pak air space.

With the Indian airspace
closing down for Pak car-
riers, its fMights have to
now take a much longer
route than what Indian
planes have to take by
avolding its air space. For
instance, PKB48 which
flies from Islamabad to
Sepang in Malaysia has to
fly through the Southeast
Asia route via China and
Thailand to reach its desti-
nation instead of its origi-
nal route that crossed over
India. This not only is
more time consuming but
also a fuel-guezzling trip,
leading to high opera-
tional costs,

Despite this, Pakistan
has closed the airspace of
Karachi and Lahore in
specific reglons from 8 am
to 4 pm daily until May 31.
It had earlier closed air-
space from April 28 to 30
between  Islamabad to
Lahore for its military
Night movements,
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Greenfield airport & 15 heliports:
Odisha’s ambitious aviation push

AKSHAYA
KUMAR SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 2

In a decisive move to
upgrade the state's avia-
tion infrastructure, the
Odisha government has
announced plans for a
new greenfield airport in
Paradip. Chief minister
Mohan Charan Majhi,
chairing a key meeting at
Lok Seva Bhavan on
Friday evening. empha-
sised the government's
commitment to develop-
ing aviation facilities that
meet global standards,
with a focus on moderni-
sation and capacity
enhancement.

The proposed Paradip
airport is expected to sig-
nificantly boost regional
connactivity and strength-

* THE ODISHA CM has
also directed the swift
advancement of the
Shri Jagannath Airport
project in Puri, a priority
initiative aimed at
improving connectivity
to the popular pilgrim
and tourist destination

en Odisha’s position in
the national aviation net
work. Alongside this. the
chief minister directed
the swift advancement of
the Shri Jagannath
Alrport project in Puri, a
priority initiative aimed
at improving connectivity
to the popular pilgrim and
tourist destination.

In a broader strategy to
enhance aerial access
across the state, the gov-
ernment also announced

plans to develop heliports
in 15 districts. This initia-
tive 1is intended to
improve intra-state con-
nectivity, particularly in
remote and underserved
regions.

Further discussions dur-
ing the meeting addressed
the future development of
the Biju Patnaik Aviation
Centre at the Birashole
airsirip in Dhenkanal,
with the public works
department appointed as
the nodal agency to expe-
dite the project.

Upgradation plans for
Rourkela airport were
also reviewed, alongside
proposals to  enhance
infrastructure at several
other key airports in
Jevpore, Dandabose, Ran-
geilunda, Gotama, Sati-
bhata, and Raisuan.
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As summer peaks, airfares are sky high

718,181 (74,400)

Mumba-Bhij [ﬂu' rl nrii:ll]

716,443 (74,049)

Mumbai-Ahmeadabad (Akasa Alr} Amritsar

Rocketing prices  To other places

(Normal fare in bracket)

i (Incrasss in %)

718,291 (72,900)  Kolkata 24T
Mumbak Bengaluru (A India) | Lucknow 225%
15,570 [ﬂ.?ﬂ_ﬂ} | Chennai 207T%
MUmDRP o N tho) Delni 161%

: Bhubaneshwar 127%
122%
38%

Jniput

FPJI News Service

With the beginning of the
SUMIMET  VOCakion, omestic
alrfares have incressed foe

varlous seciors acgoss the
country. The fames for flight
tickets for some sectors hawve
increased by maore than a
whopping S0

While thousands of Indians
plan their holkdays and visitato
theeir hoemetowns the
domestic airline sector hos
burdened wavellers with a
micsive hike In alrfares Al
travedlers on the domestic sec
tors orglnating from Mumbal
are witnesding unbelievable
increase in airfare

Flights originating from
Munnbaih n a consider-

ahle jump im their fres during
holidoy scason comparcd to
the normal raes The higpest
hilee was recorded I Alr
Indias flight mw [
RalE 3 for Mav & |u.:|l|'l of 4
shcking B0 agalmst |15 nor-
mal rate of I-hf W,

Siminrh Alr Indin flight for
Goas Manobar Irmernational
Al i i Famed &t Rel55N0 fof
My 10, & jump of 480% opainst
Its narmal rae of Ha2 700
Simmilarhy, Alr Tndias |':i_.-:||| (11}
B fared af Rslf 81 for Moy
t, ani increase of 320°% afminst
It mwarmal o of Rs4,400
Ahmedabad also saw an
Increase of 306% a5 Almss Alr’s
fMight on Moy 8 is faed al
sl inst the regulor
e of Rsd (40,

Otheer secioes acinss the

COuETyY |'|.‘|l|g' .i|'1'|= SOC MT I.I|II
hilke of more than 0%
Mumhbal 1o Kolksta airfares
have |ncre |\.|-|I by J47%
llr'h.l'h'. by 225%, Chennai by
[h.-ll!.. |.'. 161%,
i'|'||| anealnwvar by 127% Jaipis
by 127% and Amritsar by 38%
against the normal arfare.

A sudy published by the
Adi LS Counct] Drige rmation |
[ACH Asis-Pacific & Midde
Eaq in Mhovember hod revealad
that bidia sow & 459
domestic airfares in the first
half of 2324, compared o the
pre-pandemic bevels. Thestudy,
witich was conducted by cam
Ining aldnre rends sToss 8
I HCIII sies in 19 omentries rom
100 6 to 2024, claimed that India
saw the second-haghest siffore
Tl afler Vietnnin e 6:3%

rise in
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Chennai flight searched in
Colombo over alert on
Pahalgam terror suspect

Meera Srinivasan
R. Sivaraman
COLOMBO/CHENNAI

A flight from Chennai that
arrived in Colombo on Sa-
turday was subjected to a
detailed security search,
following information from
Indian authorities that a
suspect linked to the Pahal-
gam terror attack could be
among the travellers, the
Sri Lanka Police said.

All passengers, includ-
ing transit passengers,
were thoroughly screened,
and no one with the identi-
ty provided by Indian auth-
orities was found, a top Sri
Lankan official told The
Hindu.

In a statement issued on
Saturday, Sri Lankan Air-
lines, the island’s national
carrier, said flight UL-122,
which arrived in Colombo
from Chennai at 11.59 a.m.,
was subjected to “a com-

Security check: All passengers
were thoroughly screened, an
official said. FILE PHOTO

prehensive security
search” upon arrival. “This
was carried out in coordi-
nation with local authori-
ties following an alert from
the Chennai Area Control
Centre regarding a suspect
wanted in India who was
believed to be on board,”
the statement said.

Pre-planted explosives

At Chennai, tense mo-
ments prevailed among of-
ficials after the Chennai
Airport Director received a
mail claiming that five ter-

ror operatives were aboard
a Sri Lankan Airlines flight
bound to Colombo with a
plan to activate pre-plant-
ed explosives in Chennai
airport.

The mail was received at
9.55 a.m. on Saturday,
claiming that five men on
the the Sri Lankan Airlines
flight UL-122 were Lashkar
operatives. “Their real
plan was to activate pre-
planted explosives in
Chennai airport... Trigger
method hidden signal via
mobile phone,” said the
mail. The airport authority
immediately alerted the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and local pol-
ice to the threat mail
Sources said by the time of
receipt of the mail, the
flight had departed and
was midway. Immediately,
the Area Control Centre
(ATC) and the authorities
in Colombo were alerted.
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Direct flights to Diu from May 16

Ahmedabad: Direct
flights connecting Ahmed-
abad and Diu will begin on
May 16, offering travellers
an affordable way to explo-
re the Union territory and
coastal destinations. The
flights, operated five days a
week (Monday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sun-

day), will be serviced by a
H-seater Embraer ERJ-145
aireraft

The flight will depart
from Ahmedabad at 9.50am
and reach at Diuat 10,.50am
The one from Diu to Ah-
medabad will depart at
i1.20am and arrive at
12.20pm. Ten

3 WIAY 2025
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6 flights diverted due to bad weather

Bengaluru: Bad weather conditions at Kempegowda
International Airport Friday evening forced the diver-
sion of six flights to Chennai.

The flights included a cargo one from Hong Kong,
while the rest were domestic services.

A spokesperson for Bangalore International Air-
port Limited, operator of KIA, said the diversions took
place between 6.10pm and 6.40pm.

The domestic flights belonged to IndiGo and Air In-
dia, arriving from Dehradun, Bagdogra, Rajkot, Hyde-
rabad and Delhi. However, the weather did not impact
flight departures from Bengaluru. tnn



	FPJ MUM 3MAY2025.jpg
	TELE KOL 4MAY2025.JPG
	TOI KOL 3MAY2025.jpg
	TOI MUM 3MAY2025.jpg
	AA DL 3MAY2025.JPG
	AA DL 3MAY2025A.JPG
	AU DL 04MAY2025.JPG
	DJ RS 04MAY2025.JPG
	FPJ MUM 3MAY2025.JPG
	HINDU DL 4MAY2025.jpg
	TOI AHM 3MAY2025.JPG
	TOI BAN 3MAY2025.JPG

