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Pushta Road to be widened
to 10 lanes for airport traffic

Vinod Rajput
winod rajputd@htiee com

NOIDA: The Noids Authority on
Friday said that the Yamuna
Pushta road connecting Noida to
Greater Noida will be expanded
into a 104ane cormidor to handle
rising traffic due to the upcom-
ing Moida International Airport.

“Currently, the Noida-Greater
Noida Expressway is the main
road connecting Noida with
Greater Noids and Jewar. How-
ever, traffic pressure will
increase significantly once the
airport becomes operational
The Yamuna Pushia road. which
runs from Noida Sector 54 and
connects Sector 150, will be rede-
veloped,” said Krishna Karun-
esh. chiel executive officer,
Noida authority.

The road will be widened to
810 lanes to meet future
demand, or st least six lanes ini-
tially with scope for expansion,
the CEO added.

\‘l

The move aims to

handle the
increased traffic
pressure once the
Noida airport
begins operations.
NOIDA AUTHORITY CEQ

The authority is also develop-
ing Chilla elevated road and a
link road from Mehamaya Fly-
over to Pushia road to ease traf
fic pressure, said officials.

Last month, a team from the
UP Expressways Industrial
Development Authority and the
irrigation department inspected
the proposed clevated road to
assess the project’s feasibility
and alignment, said officials.

The e¢levated corridor will

start from Okhla Barrege near
Noida Sector 34 and run along
the Yamuns ermbankment before
connecting to the Yamuna
Expressway near Gharbara vil-
lage, opposite Gautam Buddha
University, said officials.

The project is expected to pro-
vide direct connectivity from
Dwethi to the Noida International
Airport, reducing travel time
and easing congestion on the
cxpressway, officials added.

According to the plan, a
31.2km six-lane elevated road
will be developed from Sector
84, connecting Sector 150, cross-
ing the Hindon, and merging
with the Yamuna Expressway.

Almondz Global Infra has
been hired for a feasibility study.
and then o detailed project
repart will be prepared in three
muonths. The project is expected
to be completed in 24 months,
with costs shared by the Noida,
Greater Noida and Yamuna
authorities, said officials.
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6 electronic update
boards set up at 1GI

HT Correspondent

htreportershmdectantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Traffic
Police has installed three elec-
tronic boards, or mobile Varia-
bie Messaging Systems (VMS). in
coordination with Delhi Interma-
tional Airport Lid (DIAL) at key
points around the airport to pro-
vide live traffic updates, adviso-
ries, and wait-time information
o commiters, podice said on Fri-
day.

Police have made it manda-
tory for taxis to operate strictly
from authorised parking and
halting areas, harring them from
picking up passengers outside
terminal buildings, said deputy
commissioner of police {traffic)
Shobhit Saxena.

“Passengers must use regis-
tered taxi counters or verified
app-based services and board
vehicles only from designated
points. This is essentinl not just
fior smoother traffic flow but also
for passenger safrety,” be said.

The measures are part of a

The boards will provide live
iraffic updates. HE

broader strateqgy rolled out by to
improve waffic in-and-around
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, officials said.

To tackle parking violations,
palice have issued 13,717 e-chal-
lans for improper parking and
towed 679 vehicles so far this
year. A total of 14 automatic
number plate recognition cam-
cras have been installed at oriti-
cal stretches. including Termi-
nal-3 Road, Terminal-1 exdt. and
the UER-IT corridor. Red light
vinlation detection cameras have
olso been installed at key points,
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Noida Int'l Airport set to boost
connectivity, ease Delhi traffic

Focus on better road, metro links & supporting facilities

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NOIDA: The inauguration of
Phase 1 of the Noida Interna-
tonal Atrport, along with the
foundation laying of a Main-
tenance, Repair and Ower-
haul (MROY) facility, brought
together industry representa-
tives, officials and stakehold-
ers, who outlined the project’s
expected economic amfruHu.H-
cal impact.

Bob Chi, CEQ of Gateway
Services al Singapore-based
SATS Ltd., said the airport
would enhance connectiv-
ity between Uttar Pradesh
and global markets and could
attract international invest-
ment Film producer Boney
Kapoor, associated with the
proposed film city in the
region, said the airport and
related projects may contrib-

ute to the growth of a combined
economic and cultural hub.
Subhash Goyal, chairman
of the Aviation and Tourism
Committee, noted capacity
constraints at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port, adding that the Jewar
facility could ease pressure
and improve connectivity for
nearby reghons. He also under-
lined the need for better road

and metro links, along with
supporting infrastructure.

Lalit Thukral, president of
the Noida arel Export Clus-
ter, said IhJ:-]:JPrpuﬂ ispﬂ-p:cmi
to boost cargo operations and
support export industries.

Officials said the project
is likely 1o generate employ-
ment and drive ancillary devel-
opment, with further phases
planned.
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60% free airline
seat allocation
directive put

in abeyance

SEEPAK PATEL
b Dl 3 Agrl

The government has put kn abeyance lis
direction requiring airlines to offer ar
least 6o per cent of sears an fights with-
out any additional charge. The move
comes following industry representa-
tlons over the likely lmpact on fares and
the sector's pricing srrucmure,

In pcommunication isssed on Thurs-
day, the civil aviation minlsery said the
provision mandating free sedection of at
least 60 per cent gaars would be kept in
abeyance rill further orders, pending a
comprehensive review. The ministry
noted that it had exsmined repressnta-
tions from the Federation of Indian Ade-
lines (FIA} and Akasa Adr which
highlighted operatbomnal and commearcial
Implications, Including concems around
fare structures and consistency with the
dereputated tarlff regime.

The directlve, announced on March
18, had asked the Directorate Gensral of
Civil Aviarion (DGCA) to ensure that a
minimum of 60 per centof seats on every
flight be made avallable for selection
without amy extra charge from Apeil 201
had also proposed that passengers
booked under the same PNR be searsd
together. Alrlines had opposed the move
soqq) after it was announced. In a lener
dated March 19, the FIA — whose
mambers include Alr India, IndiGo and
Spleelet — described the directve a5 5
regulatory overreach into commercial
aspects of alrline operarions and warned
that it would lead to higher airfares and
reduced affordability. The grouping
argued that seat selectlon fees are a leglt-
Imate source of revenue, especially na
high-cost envirnment, and that airines
redy on anciflary strearms such as bagsge,
mesls and preferred seating we offset
rising expenses, including fuel. malnten-
ance, and alrport changes.

It coutbomed that any loss of such pev-
enue would likely be recovered through
an incresse inbase fases, affecting all pas-
sangers, Industry executives aay airlines
typleally charge betwesn T200 snd
T2,100 for sear selection depending on
faciorssuchas seat location and legroom.
AT present, around 20 per cent of sears are
avallable without charge,

The FIA aleo pointed o legal and
regulatory conslderations where optional
offerings are priced separately from
e base fara.
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IndiGo pilot shares Tirumala moment

AVINASH P.
SUBRAMANYAM | DC
TIRUPATI, APRIL 2

A routine Ahmedabad-
Chennai passenger flight
on March 30, a video of
which has gone viral on
social media, was a per-
sonal milestone for the
pilot of the airline.

The moment came to
the limelight after a video
of the Tirumala Hills
recorded by a passenger
in the aircraft went viral,
showing the plane orbit-
ing the sacred seven hills
without flying over them,

el ]

Captain Man]eet Singh, who piloted the
Ahmedabad-Chennal IndiGo flight that briefly circled

near Tirumala hills. — BY ARRANGEMENT

ahead of landing at media, Captain Manjeet
Tirupati.Sharing his Singh recalled his first
experience on social wisit to Tirupati years

ago, when he had aspired
to become a pilot with no
resources or clarity
“Years ago, | stood at
Tirupati for the first
time, with nothing but a
dream of becoming a
pilot, And today, 1 got to
see Tirumala from the
sky It feels like my life
has become a full circle”,
the ecaptain said. The
pilot said that passengers
on board experienced a
sense of calm as the
plane  circled over
Tirumala, without flving
over the temple. Captain
Manjeet Singﬂ also clari-

fied that the alreraft did
not fly over the temple. It
had maintained a safe
distance at an altitude of
around 15,000 feet.

“As the distance
between Tirupati and
Chennai is relatively

short, the plane starts
descending from around
22000 feet with Air
Traffic Control clearance
with a brief orbit of
about three to four minut-
es to safely reduce the
altitude,” the captain
explained, The passen-
ger's video drew mixed
reactions online.
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Jazeera Airways
tooperate
o N
Kuwait-M'luru
chartered
flights
MANGALURU, DHNS: Ja-
reera Airways will operate
special biweelly charter
flights between Kuwait
and Mangaluru via Dam-
mam starting April 8, The
Directorate-General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
accorded permission for
the special operations.
The flights will operate on
Wednesday and Sunday;

The airline will ferry
passengers from Kuwait to
Dammanm, an approximate
ly six-hour journey, and stop
at Saudi border for manda-
tory checks before going
straight to Dammam air-
port. The same process will
be followed on the returm leg
from Dammam with stopat
Kuwait border for mandato-
ry checks.

Flight J9 3417 will depart
Kuwaitat 8.40am local time
there and reach Mangaluru
at4.10 pmIST.

Flight J9 3418 will depart
Mangaluru at 4.55 pm IST
and reach Kuwait at 7.40
pim, local dme there,
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Seat Feesare Not the Real Problem

Amit K Bardhan
Y

Airfares are easy to compare. A qui-
ck online search reveals the lowest
base [are neross aifdines, But the
final price |s often much higher Th
anksio unbundled pricing, alrlines
separate costof ransportation from
amentt of optional extras: checked
baggage, priority boarding, lonnge
access, onboard meals anid seat
selection

On most Indlan carviers, about 20%
of seats can be selected without an ad-
ditional fee. Preferred positions like
window seats, front rows, and exit
rows with extra legroom carry char-
s bt weesn €200 and €2,100, Passen-
pers hove Jong resented these add-ons.

Last month, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had directed
domestic airlines tomake at least
60% of seats onevery flight availa
bie free of charge. along with requd
ring passengers on the same hook-
ing o be septed together wherever
poszible. The intent was fairness,
ensuring that ordinary passengers
are not forced to pay extra to choose
their seats

Grol has now placed thisdirective in
nbeyanes pending o mone comprehen-
sive review This pause is welcome,
It erestes space for o more carefial
consideration of passenger interests,
regulatory priorities and financial
henlth of the aviation sector The
decision also comes amid broader
pressures, including recent measu-
res to limit sharp increases in ATF
prices following global disruptions.

Airline operations remain notori-
ously capital-intensive, with low
margins and high fixved costs —fuel,
leaging. maintenance and airport
charges, which are largely bevond
management control. To survive
and invest inexpansion, carriers
have turned to product innovation
and unbundled pricing to generate
ncledit bonal revenoe,

Global numbers make thisclear, In
2024, ancillary revenue reportedly
hit a record §148.4 bn, This represents
nearly 15% of total alrline revenue,

o significant increnss from aroun:d
9% In 206, Ultra-low-cost carriers
dierfve 50460% of revenue from such
fees, while even network carriers
now oount on 10-20%.

In India, the share remains below
global average, but 18 growing qui
cklv IndiGo, markoet leader with ab.
oul 4% of domestic capacity has
expanded its ancillary revenues at
double-digit annnal rates. In March
2025 quarter, ancillary revenues of
T2 525 mn represen ted about 1% of

Hissa kursi ka

ticket revenue, Adrindin Express has
boeen more pggressive, pushing nn-
cillary contribution higher with ex-
plicit ambitions to increase it furth-
er Ancillary earnings help balanoe
low vields while financing fleet and
network expansion

The now-paused directive targeted
oneof the most visibleof these rev-
enue streams, Airlines had warned
that restricting seat-selection fees
wotthd likely lead to higher base fiares
This concern s economically well-
founded. While assigning a sent has
negligible marginal cost, revenues
from such charges cross-subsidise
lower ticket prices. For price-sensi-
tive iravellers, higher base fares are
aworse outcome than the optional
seat fees they could choose not to pay

Al the same time, the under]yving
passenger concern is real. Fow tray-
ellers like being charged for spane-
thing as basic as choesing where to
sit. That concern deserves a policy
response, biit one that preservesch

oice rather than eliminates it

The US and the EU have focused not
on removing seat fees but on manda-
ting transparency; clear disclosure
and prohibiting genuinely decepti-
v privctioes, such as pre-ticked box-
5, rather than outlnw ing the fees th-
emselves. Thedistinetlon matters.
A passenger who can see the full cost
of g journey before clicking hook’
can make an informed choice. A
passenger facing a higher base fare
from which no optout is possible
hns no such chojco,

There is a related, more serious con-
cern DECA should address: unregu-
lated dynamic pricing. Airines now
use sophisticated algorithms toesti-
mate individual willingness-to-pay
and adjust fares in real time. In Feb-
runry, 4 Supreme Cowrt bench des-
cribed steep fare hikes during peak
periods as ‘exploitation’ and sought
a government response an regulat-
Ing ancillary charges.

Dynnmie pricing of hoase fnres, of-
ten opague and Ineroasingly person:
alised, poses a far greater long-term
risk to consumers than a transpar-
ent seat-selection fee, Gol and DGCA
would achieve more by mandating
clenr disclosure of how fares ane
constructed and updated, than by
micromanaging individual ancil-
lary components,

Tt e iiter i perrgfessod: Fncultr of Mlnnage
mend Stuelley, [iversity of Flelhl
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TO START TALKS

GovtEyes SE Asia

Move follows fewer
opportunities for Indian
carriers to expand due
to West Asia conflict

Arindam Majumder
& Anumeha Chaturvedi

New Delhi: India issettocommen-
ce talks with Southeast Asian na-
tions including Thailand, Vietnam
and Indonesia to increase flights,
as the West Asia conflict hasnarro-
wed expansion opportunities for
Indian carriers. International fly-
ing rights are granted on a bilate-
ral, reciprocal basis by govern-
ments and airlines cannot deploy
more capacity than allowed.

The decision to initiate govern-
ment-level discussions was made
at an inter-ministerial meeting in
March, officials aware of the deve-
lopment said. India's civil avia-
tion authority will now begin
talks with its counterparts in
those countriesandairlines. In-
dian airlines are hit hard by the
West Asia conflict as multiple
majorairportsintheregionaree
her shut or operating with heavﬂy
curtailed capacity. The region is a
critical oneforairlineslike IndiGo,
Air India and SpicedJet, as around
40% of their international capa-
city isdeployed there. -

“Dueto the situation in Gulf, In-
dian carriers will be unable to de-
ploy their planes this summer se-
ason. Asthe peak summer holiday
season approaches, passengers
will have more options to fly to So-
utheast Asia. More flights will ke,
epfares in check,” a government
official said.

Southeast Asia has emerged
asatoptouristdestinationfor
Indians with multiple countries
in the region easing visa regula-
tions for Indian visitors. The tra-
vel demand is so high that airli-
nes from both sides have either

for Deals to Step Up
Flight Operations

2025 JENRTLS

% 7.4 48811_

exhausted or are close to exhaus-
ting the allotted seat quota, despi-
te an increase in the numbers
over thelast two years.

Anew agreement signed last year
allows airlines from India and In-
donesia to deploy 9,000 seats per
week from each side, connecting
Jakarta and Denpasar (Bali) with
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengalu-
ru and Hyderabad. India and Viet-
nam signed a similar pact earlier,
raising the number of flights from
each country to 42 a week from 28.
With Thailand, the capacity was
increased by 43 % to14,000 seats per
week for both sides.

Buckle Up

INDIAN TOURISTS TO
SOUTHEAST COUNTRIES

SIEl)

Thailand | Vietnam | Indonesia

746,480 WELX 1)

501,427 | 710,207

4

2024 | 285,720

Source: Tourism boards of |
Thailand, Vietnam & Inl:lnnesla

Under the National Civil Aviation
Policy, bilateral expansion talks
can begin only once the utilisation
of the approved capacity from the
Indian side reaches 80%.
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FLIGHT SEAT ALLOCATION

Centre rolls back 60% free

flight seat allocation order

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: The civil aviation
minisiry on Thursday suspended
a directive requiring airlines to
let passengers select at least 60%
of seats on any flight without a
seat-selection fee, less than three
weeks after announcing the rule
as part of a passenger rights
push.

The ministry of civil aviation
said the provision would be kept

“in abeyance till further orders”
pending a “comprehensive
examination of the issue,”
according toa letter dated April
2 addressed to the Director Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation,

The ministry said the rollback
followed representations from
the Federation of Indian Airlines
and Akasa Air, which flagged the
rule’s potential impact on fare
structures and its consistency
with India’s deregulated tariff

continued on -9

regime. The government sepa-
rately announced it will cap
monthly increases in aviation
turbine fuel prices for domestic
flights at 25%, with both meas-
ures seemingly linked to the
financial turbulence caused by
surging oil prices and route
restrictions linked to the West
Asia conflict.

The original March 17 circular
had directed scheduled airlines to
allocate a minimum 60% of seats
without a selection charge on
every flight, and to seat passen-
gers sharing a booking together,
preferably in adjacent seats. The

minisiry had framed the meas-
ures as a step toward strengthen-
ing passenger convenience and
standardising practices across
the sector.

Thursday's order does not
affect other provisions of the
March 17 circular. The DGCA has
been asked to continue enforcing
rules on co-seating of passengers
on the same PNR, transparent
policies for carriage of sports
equipment, musical instruments
and pets, and clear disclosure of
applicable charges.

Indian carriers currently
charge ancillary fees for seat
selection during web check-in,
with only between 5% and 15% of
seats on a typical flight available
without an additional charge.
Seats toward the front of the air-
craft and window seats are usu-
ally priced higher.

The FIA, whose members
include Air India, IndiGo and Spi-
ceJet, wrote to the ministry on
March 19 arguing the directive
would backfire on passengers. It
warned airlines would simply
recover lost ancillary income

through higher base fares.
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Airlines cannot bypass weekly
rest for pilots, DGCA tells HC

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has informed the Delhi
high court that its decision per-
mitting airlines to count a
pilot's 48-hour earned leave as
weekly rest while rostering
them does not give airlines a
free hand to bypass or suspend
the mandatory weekly rest
requirements under the revised
FDTL norms.

The DGCA on December 5
last year had withdrawn an ear-
lier rule issued in November
2025 that prevented airlines
from counting pilot leave as
weekly rest.

The revised Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms,
implemented from November 1
last year, significantly reduced
pilot workload by increasing
weekly rest from 36 to 48 con-
tinuous hours, expanding night
duty from midnight-5 am to
midnight—6 am, limiting con-
secutive night duties to two,
capping night landings at two
Fler week, and reducing monthly

ying time from 125 hours to
100 hours in 28 days.

“That the withdrawal of the

advisory (issued in November)

n 5.12.2025, does not dilute or
compromise the requirement of
providing the mandated weekly

DGCA said the Dec 5 decision

was taken after representation
was received from IndiGo and
Air India Express. REUTERS

rest strictly in accordance with
the FDTL CAR. Operators
remain fully responsible for
ensuring compliance with all
applicable regulatory provi-
sions,” the affidavit filed
through advocate Anjana
Gosain in March stated.

The affidavit was filed in
response to a petition by former
aircraft engineer Sabari Roy
challenging the DGCA's Decem-
ber 5 decision. On January 30,
the high court had directed the
regulator to submit an affidavit
explaining the rationale behind
its decision.

The 5-page affidavit added
that the decision was taken in
view of multiple flight disrup-
tions, including instances affect-
ing IndiGo operations, to pre-
vent further disruptions, stabi-
lise schedules, minimise

passenger inconvenience, and
restore necessary roster flexibil-
ity, after it received representa-
tions from several operators.

“That in the initial days of
December 2025, multiple fight
disruptions were reported to the
regulator, including instances
in IndiGo operations. Represen-
tations were also received from
several operators stating that
the said advisory had resulted in
reduced roster flexibility and
operational challenges,” the
affidavit stated.

It added, “Accordingly, with-
out deviating from the provi-
sions of the FDTL CAR dated
26.03.2024, concerning weekly
rest, and with a view to avoid
further disruptions, stabilize
airline operations, minimize
passenger inconvenience, and
restore necessary roster flexibil-
ity-while ensuring adherence to
the intent of managed weekly
rest the aforesaid advisory was
withdrawn on 05.12.2025 and
the same was communicated to
all operators. The representa-
tion was received from Indigo
and Air India Express.”

To be sure, although the mat-
ter was listed before a bench
comprising chief justice DK
Upadhyaya and justice Tejas
Karia on Thursday, no hca.nn,g
took place due to paucity of
time, and the case was
adjourned to July 29.
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European airlines
race for Asia’s
direct traffic

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

As geopolitical tensions
ripple through West Asia,
reshaping passenger prefe-
rence away from eflicient,
lower-cost Gulf hub con-
nections toward the cer-
tainty of non-stop travel,
global carriers such as
Lufthansa, Air Canada and
British Airways are redraw-
ing networks by adding fre-
quencies to India along
with South East Asian and
East Asian destinations.

The most significant fre-
quency boost has come
from the Lufthansa Group
where it stepped-up fre-
quencies across four In-
dian routes.

Frankfurt-Chennai will
increase from five weekly
flights to daily service from
April 24 through the end of
May; Frankfurt-Hyderabad
will rise from five to six
weekly flights in May and
June; Frankfurt-Delhi will
be upgraded from five
weekly services to a daily
operation for June; and
Munich-Bengaluru will see
frequencies climb from
five to six flights per week.

“This measure enables
Lufthansa and other air-
lines of the Group to res-
pond flexibly to the
changed booking beha-
viour of travellers, in-
fluenced by geopolitical
developments,” Lufthansa
said in a press statement .

Lufthansa  subsidiary
Swiss International Air
Lines has doubled capacity
between Delhi and Zurich.

Air Canada, with a daily
Toronto-Delhi flight, will
add 13 more in April and
seven more in May.

British  Airways an-
nounced a third daily ser-
vice from Delhi to London
from April 7 and a third
daily flight from Mumbai to
London from May 15.

Key Asian hubs such as
Singapore, Hong Kong,

Premium attached to
non-stop travel with
strong demand is
pushing fares to
almost double

and Bangkok too have seen
a capacity ramp up, but
Lufthansa’s most signifi-
cant capacity addition has
been to India.

On further addition of
flights from Lufthansa, Se-
nior Director - Regional
Sales, South Asia, Kevin
Markette, told The Hindu,
“We are looking at it dy-
namically to see where to
optimise and where we
have spare aircraft and
rights available to add
more flights”.

There is, of course, a
premium attached to non-
stop travel — a Delhi-Frank-
furt ticket for travel 25 days
out is now priced at about
362,000.

“While airfares are dri-
ven by demand for these
flights, the new flights offer
competitive fares for cus-
tomers looking for better
value,” Markette said.

That was a reference to
Air India, which has added
over 100 flights to Europe
and North America since
February 28, but faces lon-
ger routings, with journeys
extended by 60 to 90 mi-
nutes to Europe and nearly
five hours to North Ameri-
ca due to a Pakistan air-
space ban that applies only
to Indian carriers, in addi-
tion to the need to avoid
Iranian airspace that all air-
lines are skirting.

These factors present an
opportunity for not only
European carriers to re-
capture passenger traffic
from India but also for Eu-
rope to strengthen its posi-
tion as a transit hub with
industry estimates suggest-
ing nearly 30% Indian tra-
vellers connect onward
within Europe.
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Indian airlines begin partial resumption of Middle East flights amid ongoing conflict

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Domestic carriers such as
IndiGo, Air India and Spicejet
have initiated a phased
restoration of flight opera-
tions to and from the Middle
East, even as widespread dis-
ruptions persist due to air-
space restrictions linked to
the ongoing US-Israel conflict
involving Iran.

The resumption remains
limited, with airlines operat-
ing select routes while closely
monitoring the evolving secu-
rity situation.

Thousands of flights contin-
ue to be cancelled across
the region, reflecting the

scale of disruption to global
aviation networks.

IndiGo announced that it
would operate 17 departures,
covering 34 flight sectors, to
eight destinations in the
Middle East on Friday. The
airline said it is working in
coordination with relevant
authorities to progressively
reinState more services while
ensuring passenger safety.

Similarly, Air India and its
subsidiary Air India Express
confirmed the resumption
of flights to key destinations
such as Jeddah and Muscat
after authorities reopened
the airspace over Saudi
Arabia and Oman.

Spicejet, meanwhile, has
scheduled special evacua-
tion-oriented fights from the
United Arab Emirates to India
on March 6 and 7, with addi-
tional services planned for
March 8.

These flights are aimed at
assisting passengers affected
by cancellations and travel
uncertainty across the region.

Airlines have urged passen-
gers to remain cautious and
follow official communica-
tion channels.

IndiGo specifically advised
travellers to wait for direct
notifications regarding their
fight status before heading to
airports, given the fluid situ-

ation. Air India also
announced ad-hoc repatria-
tion flights from major
regional hubs including
Dubai, Ras Al Khaimah and
Fujairah on March 6, subject
to regulatory clearances.

However, the airline clari-
fied that scheduled services
to several other West Asian
destinations will remain sus-
pended until March 10.

To ease passenger inconve-
nience, Air India has offered
flexibility in ticket changes.

Travellers holding tickets
issued until March 4 for jour-
neys between February 28
and March 8 can reschedule
their travel within one month

without incurring additional
charges or fare differences.

The aviation sector contin-
ues to face significant oper-
ational challenges.

Traffic at Dubai
International Airport showed
signs of recovery on
Thursday, nearly doubling
from the previous day,
though it still stood at only
about a quarter of normal
levels.

Industry data underscores
the magnitude of disruption:
more than 44,000 flights
were scheduled across the
Middle East between
February 28 and March 5, but
over 25,000 have been can-

celled so far due to the crisis.

India's aviation regulator,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, said it is active-
ly coordinating with airlines
and other stakeholders.

A dedicated Passenger
Assistance Control Room has
been set up to support
stranded travellers and
address grievances.

Authorities also empha-
sised that airfares are being
closely monitored to prevent
any unreasonahle surge
during the crisis period, as
efforts continue to stabilise
operations in one of
the world's most critical
aviation corridors.
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IndiGotodeploysecond A321XLR aircraft
on Delhi-Istanbul route from19 April

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 2 April

IndiGo willdeploy its second
Airbus A321XLR aircraft on
the Delhi-Istanbul route from
19 April, as part of its
international expansion.

The airline said the route
will support onward connectivity
tomore than 50 international
destinations through its
codeshare partnership with
Turkish Airlines.

The airline will introduce
adual-class configurationon
this route for the first time,
with 183 economy seats and
12 IndiGoStretch seats, its
business offering. Passengers
in both cabins will be served
complimentary hot meals

and beverages, with vegetarian

options provided by default
and non-vegetarian meals
available through pre-booking,
Alcoholic beverages will be
available for purchase in

economy or through
pre-booking, while
IndiGoStretch passengers will
receive them as part of the
service. Theaireraft will also
feature a digital inflight
entertainment system that

allows passengers to
stream content, induding
films, television shows
and games, on their
personal devices.

The Delhi-Istanbul
route is a key part of
IndiGo's international
network as it enables
connections to multiple
destinations through
its partnership with Turkish
Airlines.

The airline said the
deployment of the A32IXLR
will help expand its long-haul
operations.

Earlier this year, IndiGo
became the first Indian carrier
toinduct the Airbus A32IXLR
and started operations to
Athens, marking astepinits
international expansion plans.
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put on hold

Mumbai: The government on
Thursday “put in abeyance"
its sarller divection to alrlines
to offer at least 60 per cent of
seats in a fiight without levy-
ing any addittonal charge from
April 20, acconding to SOUNCes,
Om March 18, the civil avia-
tlon ministry announced that
directlons have been 1ssued
0 the Directorate general of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) o direct
alriines to allocate a mintmum
of 60 per cont of Spats for selec-
tiom on any Mght, free of any
additional charges, to ensure
Ealr accoss for passengars.
“The matter has been re-
viewed in light of representa-
tions recetved from the Feder-
aton of Indian Alrilnes and
Alkasa Alr, highlighting oper-

pending a comprehensive ex-
amination of the issue, It has
been declded that the provi-
slon relating to offering at
least 80 per cent of soats free
of charge shall be kept In aboy-
ance till further orders,” the
civil aviation mindsiTy said.

At present, 20 per cent of
the seats can be booked free of
charge, while the rest are paid.

Generally, alrlines charge
200 t0F2,100 fior chooslng seats,
depending on Various factors,
inciuding fromt rows and exira
leg room, a travel industry ex-
eciive had sald last week,

The mowe to allocate a min-
imum of 60 per cent of s=ats
for selection on any flight
Ccime agalnst the backarop of
rising complaints that afrlines
were levying high charges for
varlous services, lncluding
seat selection. Fm
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Int'] airfares from India see
sharp route-specific spikes

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: As the summer of
2026 heats up, Indian travell-
ers are discovering that not
all flight routes are created
equal. While some interna-
tional sectors have seen dra-
matic month-on-month fare
spikes, others remain sur-
prisingly stable, offering op-
portunities for budget-con-
sciousholidaymakers, if they
book now for travel 3-4 weeks
down the line.

International airfares
from India have witnessed
route-specific increases
ahead of the peak season, in-
fluenced by rising Aviation
Turbine Fuel costs and the on-
going West Asia-related dis-
ruptions, said ixigo.com. Its
data showed the highest surge
on the Mumbai-Kuala Lump-
ur route, where one-way aver-
age fares for April jumped
110% compared to March.

Travel to some popular

destinations remains surprisingly
stable, offering opportunities for
budget-conscious holidaymakers

“However, several popular
destinations continue to be
relatively stable and afforda-
ble for Indian travellers;
routes such as New Delhi-Col-
ombo, New Delhi-Male, New
Delhi-Bangkok and Mumbai-
Singapore have seenonly mar-
ginal fare increases month-
on-month, making them at-
tractive options for travellers
looking to plan international
trips without a significant im-
pact on budget,” said an ixigo
spokesperson.
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Domesticpilot
trainingexpands,
butIndians prefer
foreigncentres

SHEKHAR SINGH

ST FR R L N H T T HE

N EWDELHI, APRIL 3

Even as India ramps up
domestie pilot training capaci-
tv with 41 DGCA-approved
Flying Traming Organisations
(FTOs) and a sharp nse in
enmiments, over 600 cadets
went abmad for traning in
2025, undedming a persistent
gapin the country's aviation
training scosysterm.

Actording to Ministry of Ciy-
il Aviation (MoCA) data, 615
Commercial Pilol Licences
{CPLs) were issued to cindi-
dates trained at foreipn FTOs
in the lnst financal vear even
a5 domestic Student Pilot
Livence {(SPLjssuancesurged
to 2308 in 2025,

The data points to a oear
trend, rising demand but con-
Strmined  capacity. SPL
isstanee has neady doubled
over five vears, from 1,173 in
2021 to a peak of 2,364 in 2024,
betore stabilising slightly in
2025, The prowth reflects a

stong pipeline of aspiring
pilots amid rapid expansion
the aviation secton

Currently, 41 DiGCA-
approved FT'Os are operating
armss 63 Aving bases in the
country, forming the backbone
of domestic pllot tmining, Howe-
ever the continued outfiow of
cadets to  foreipn  training
sehools mdicates challenpes
arocnd eapacity, cost efficency
and trmming imelines,

To address guality concems,
theDirectomte Generml of Civ-
il Avdation {DGCA) has intro-
duced a ranking framework
for FTOs from October 1, 2025,
Traiming mstitutes placed in
the lowest 'C' category have
beenissued nofices along with
detatled scomcands and ame
required to submit corrective
action plans, which are being
reviewed by the repulator,

The government has also
tightened oversight through
annual surveillance, safety
audits, repulatory inspec-

tions and surprise chedcs to
ensiire  comphance with
operational standards.
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