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The Ministry of Defence
has granted in-principle
approval for the
Telangana government’s
proposal to develop the
Adilabad Airport for civil-
ian air operations.

The decision came fol-
lowing detailed consulta-
tions between the Indian
Air Force (IAF) and the
state government, officials
sa%ﬂ ori Wngll]'lesdaE

e lA as agreed to
allow civilian aircraft
operations at the Adilabad
airfield and proposed its
development as a joint-
user airport in coordina-

Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy

tion with the Airports
Authority of India (AAI).
For civilian operations to
commence, AAl will need
to acquire adjacent land
for a new civil terminal,
aircraft parking apron,
and other infrastructure.
Additionally, the exist-
ing runway must be resur-

faced, and a new taxiway
connecting the civil apron
to the runway needs to be
constructed.

The IAF has instructed
the AAI to submit a

detailed proposal for
obtaining a No Objection
Certificate (NOC).

Telangana roads and bu-
ildings minister Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy exp-
ressed satisfaction over
securing permissions for
Adilabad Airport, follow-
ing a similar approval for
Mamnoor Ailrport in
Warangal in February

The minister highlight-
ed that the gaining clear-
ances for two airports
within two  months

nod for Adilabad airport

demonstrates the state
government’s  commit-
ment to enhancing avia-
tion infrastructure and
economic growth.

Komatireddy further
stated that the Telangana
government is working
closely with the AAI to
expedite proposal submis-
sions and secure neces-
sary approvals.

He thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union civil aviation min-
ister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu, and Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy for their support in
advancing airport devel-
opment initiatives in the
state,
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Air pollution: Trial for
artificial rain in May

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Mew Delhi

¢lhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said on
Thursday the government is like-
Iy to conduct a trial for artificial rain in
May as part of its efforts to tackle ar pol-
lution. The Environment Minister held
a review meeting with affictals fram the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCE),
Drelhs Pollution Control Commuittee, the
Ministry of Defence, the Institute of
Tropical Meteorology under the Ministry
of Earth Sciences, the Ministry of
Emvironment, MHA, IIT Kanpur, the
Dhirectorate General of Civil Aviation, the
Atrport Authority of India, and other
stakeholders reviewed the potential of
artificial rain through uluudPSEﬂ]mB.
After the meeling, Sirsa said that the
trial will be carried out in an area in outer
Delhi, with the final site selection Lo be
madle by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and IIT Kanpur. The
minister said the plan is part of a broad-
er stralegy Lo tackle ].m]]utu:u sarig -
tiple methods. “This is a war against pol-
lution and we are working on various
measures, with artificial rain being one
of them. Before implementing {t on a
large scale, we will try to conduet a trial
in May when summer is at its peak,” he
added. He further said, “We have acked

fior detailed reports to determing whether
the chemicals used in cloud seeding
conild have any harmful effects on human
health or the environment” Bassd on the
findings, we will conduct a small-scale
test and analyse water samples. If the trial
s 51.11.'¢|:5.+.I!u|. we will cxpa.n.lj the project
acrogs Delhi during periods of severe pol-
lution, the environment minister said.

The Team of T Kanput, during the
meeting, apprised the minister that
Cloud seeding is a sclentific technigue
that enhances precipitation by dispers-
ing specific chemical substances into
clouds. These substances act as cloud
condensation nuclel, encouraging water
draplets to form and grow until they
become heavy enough to fall as rain,
Adreraft or ground-based generators are
typically used for dispersing these sub-
stances into the aimusphr.'rr:.

The officials nformed the minister
that this process generally covers hun-
dreds of kilometres in area and that it has
been successfully implemented in vari-
Ous parts of the world 1o tackle dmugh[
conditions and mitigate air pollution by
bringing dewn the suspended pollutants.

IOT Kanpur has previously demonstrat-
ed suceess in cloud seeding, with six out
of seven experiments showing positive
results in inducing rainfall under suitable
atmospheric conditions.
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Cloud seeding
back on table
for fighting
bad air in city

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Repeatedly presen-
ted by previousgovtsasapoten-
tial solution to the city’s emer-
gency air crisis during winters
but never implemented, cloud
seeding is back in talk as envi-
ronment minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa held a meeting on
Thursday.

The meeting
reviewed the po-
tential of artifi-
cial rain with
stakeholders,
including offici-
als from Central
Pollution Cont-

Manjinder
Singh Sirsa rol Board, Delhi

Pollution Cont-
rol Committee, IIT Kanpur, In-
stitute of Tropical Meteorolo-
gy, Union home, defence and en-
vironment ministries, Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
and Airport Authority of India.

Cloud seeding is a weather-
modification measure that in-
troduces substances in the air to
agegregate and condense moistu-
reparticles intorain. Earlier, the
previous Aam Aadmi Party govt
stated that they couldn’t do the
artificial rain due to the lack of
moisture, a must for the rain,
while later they accused central
govt of not cooperating.

“IIT Kanpur previously de-
monstrated success in cloud se-
eding, with six out of seven ex-
periments showing positive re-
sults in inducing rainfall under
suitable atmospheric condi-
tions. The minister carefully
examined the viability and ef-
fectiveness of the project based
on these past experiences and
urged the departments concer-
ned to extend cooperation for
the necessary permissions for
its implementation in Delhi,”
Delhi govt stated.

The meeting included dis-
cussions on the necessary
compliance measures and per-
missions required, regulatory
approvals, flight clearances
and inter-departmental coordi-
nation to ensure a smooth ex-
ecution of the project.

“We are fighting a war aga-
inst air pollution in Delhi and
are committed to implemen-
ting all necessary solutions. We
are doing this for our children,
so they can breathe clean air,”
Sirsasaid.
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Adilabad airport plan: IAF
gives ‘in principle’ approval

IAF Plans New

Training Centre | gfcads &buikdings
minister Komatireddy
At Th A' r.t Venkat Reddy announces
E II'DO IAF approval
Roushan.Ali ® Ministry of defence
@timesofindia.com (MoD) conveyed IAF's
J approval for projectin a e
Hyderabad: In a major boost letter on Tuesday ® |AF suggests dE"‘E"}P"‘Q
to the state govt's plan to con- e AAl may be requested | Adilabad airport as joint user
nect more towns in Telangana to submit detailed airfield, accommodating both
by air, the Indian Alr Force proposal for NOC civil and 1AF aircraft movements,
(IAF) has given its ‘in princi- issuance, says letter says Komatireddy

ple’ approval for a civil air-
port in Adilabad. Recently, the
govt had also pot the Centre's
nod to construct an airport in
Mamnoor in Warangal. Once
the two are developed, along
with the Rajiv Gandhi Inter.
national Airport at Shamsha-
bad, the state would have
three airports.

Thedemand for an airport
hasbeenalong pending one in
Adilabad, which has an old
IAF airstrip on the town's pe-
riphery. The town's proximity
to Chhattisgarh and Maha-
rashtra also made it an ideal
location for an airport. A ma-
jor grievance of locals has be-
en that they had to depend on
airports either in Hyderabad
or Nagpur,

In response to the state
govt's proposal, the ministry

of defence (MoD) conveyed
IAF's approval for the project
inaletteron Tuesday The [AF
said that it also planned to set
upatraining establishment at
the airport.

“IAF considered the requ-
estandagreed ‘inprinciple’ to
the proposal of the govt of Te-
langana for civil aireraft ope-
rations from Adilabad airfi-
eld... The Airports Authority
of India{AAT) may be reques-
ted to submit a detailed propo-
gal for the issnance of NoC by
IAE"IAF director Sanap Baji-
rao Ramnath said in the letter,

Roads and buildings mini-
ster Komatireddy Venkat Red-
dy, announcing the approval
on Wednesday, said it was due
to Telangana govt's relentless
efforts that the state has got

JOINT USER AIRFIELD SUGGES'I‘ED

nod for two airports within a
few months.

The minister said the IAF
suggested developing Adila-
bad airport as a joint user air-
field, accommodating both ci-
vil and IAF aircraft move-
ments, The AAT has been as-
ked to provide the required
land for these developments,
hesaid. The ministersaid that
officials were reviewing the
next steps and will compile a
comprehensive report to be
submitted to the Centre soon.

He also thanked Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, Union
civilaviation minister K Ram-
mohan Maidu and CM A Re-
vanth Reddy for their support
in obtaining approvals for
bath Mamnoeor and Adilabad
airports.
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Public transport linkages
can revolutionise airports

caders might be interested in an

interesting piece that appeared in

The Economist (tinyurl.com/

yekh2txe) on India's airports and
their functionality or the lack of it.

But I would like to emphasise one of the
most overlooked aspects, a feature in which
they lag behind almost all their global peers
— seamless connectivity to and from the
facility through public transport. The world
over, metros, bus and several other forms of
public mass transport are the only modes
used by the ultra-rich, rich and the middle-
class: How often does one see passengers
jumping into a taxiin Paris or Amsterdam to
reach the city centre from the airport? The
convenience of the bus, the subway, trams
and the metro beats the comfort of the taxi
by a mile.

The advantages, including the reduction
in emission footprint, need no elaboration.
At Delhi's T3, to cite one instance,
finding a parking slot for a cabor a
private vehicle at peak hours is
almost impossible due to clogged
lanes. If the airport didn't have
metro connectivity, one can only
imagine how much worse things
would have been.

In Goa, getting an affordable taxi
remains a challenge. This sounds
absurd for a state whose mainstay
is tourism but in India, absurdities
lurk at every corner. Taxis to and fro from
the two airports in the state — Dabolim in
the South and MOPA in the North — cost
double of what they do in most other Indian
cities.

So, you can imagine my delight when a
young, budget-conscious friend who lives in
Panjim told me he took the bus from MOPA
and paid 3250 for the hassle-free ride. Last
mile connectivity, of course, is not a strength
of almost all Indian cities, but he managed to
getan auto and reached home for 3300 as
opposed to 31,600 for a taxi.

Inspired, on a day-trip back from Mumbai
with just hand-luggage, I located the Kad-
amba Transport Corporation Limited (KTCL)
bus counter at the airport and found that
had just missed the last bus and the nextone
was a wait of one hour at least. So, I took a
Goa Miles (a PPP app by the Goa Tourism
Development Corporation and a private ven-
dor) taxi.

Upon further enquiry, [ discovered that

The advantages, including emission

reduction, need no elaboration. HTPHOTO

Anjuli
Bhargava

KTCL started operations from MOPA airport
to four locations in Goa with six 49-seater
electric buses, with fares ranging from 200
to B00. The buses have hourly departures
and can be boarded from four points in Goa,
to reach the airport as well. The fact that
some fliers can and do avoid the prohibitive
cost of a taxi and lower the loads on Goa's
crowded and pot-holed inner roads sounds
like progress to me.

That's why [ was happy to learn of the two
agreements between Noida International
Airport (at Jewar in Greater Noida) and the
Uttarakhand and Haryana roadways that will
offer seamless AC bus services from the air-
port to four key destinations in Uttarakhand
and nine in Haryana. Passengers will be able
to take these buses directly from NIA to their
destinations, which itselfis a huge positive.

It remains to be seen how fliers make their
way [rom central bus stations or city centres
to their final destinations however,
since last-mile connectivity remains
a challenge in most Indian cities. [
am not sure how many readers
might have experienced this, but the
central bus terminal in Dehradunis
a nightmarish spot for almost any-
one and atany time, but even more
so for heavily jet-lagged fliers, who
might undertake the road journey
by bus.

So, how well the Jewar initiative
works remains to be seen, butit's definitely a
step in the right direction, one that every
Indian airport needs to emulate,

In yet another first, Jewar airport has also
entered into a partnership with Mahindra
Logistics Mobility to offer a premium,
all-electrie taxi service for passengers. A
fleet of 100% electric vehicles, offering pas-
sengers a pickup and drop-off facility located
directly at the arrival and departure kerbs
with minimal walking distances is proposed
to be available 24X7. Competing with the
Olas and Ubers, the service is expected to be
available through every possible channel —
a mobile app, website, call centre, airport
kiosks and through the airline one flies. But,
as experts in the sector point out, in a cost-
conscious country like ours, the fares
charged by the service will linally determine
success or failure,

Either way, the very fact that airports are
beginning to think beyond the building and
looking at other aspects like functionality
and connectivity is a sign of coming of age for
the Indian airport sector.

What we now need to work on is behav-
ioural change from those who can best bene-
fit from these developments. Can the authori-
ties, governments or private airport owners
convince more fliers to jump on the public
transport bandwagon? How long will it be
before affluent Indian fliers begin to see the
light?

Soon after he took charge, the Union avia-
tion minister publicly proclaimed his inten-
tions of bringing down fares so that the com-
mon man can fly, which sounded a bit ludi-
crous to me (free market principles). So,
here’s my submission: If the common man
can fly, why can't the more privileged be
encouraged to take buses and other forms of
transport to and from the airport? Leading
by example is the need of the hour.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governarce,
infrastructure and the social sector. The views
expiressed are personal

4 APRIL 2025
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‘Kolkata airport expansion work

likely to meet Dec 2025 deadline’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Working towards
the goal of increasing terminal
two (T2%) annual passenger
capacity from 26 million to 28
million by December 2025, the
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) air-
port is planning to add over
71,000 square feet (approxi-
mately 6,596 square meters)
of floor space to the departure
and arrival levels.

This upgrade is part of a
larger Rs 5,000 crore master
plan announced in July 2024
which involves constructing
a new U-shaped integrated
terminal to replace the old
domestic Terminal 1 (T1) and
air traffic services (ATS) build-
ing. It aims to add 11 million
passengers annually, pushing
the airports total capacity to
around 39 million by 2030-31.

Airport sources said the
additional space will expand
the security hold area (SHA),
addressing chronic conges-

» Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Interna-
fional Airport is planning to add over
71,000 square feet (approximately
6,596 square meters) of floor space to
the departure and arrival levels

# It cims to add 11 million passengers an-
nually, pushing the airport'’s total capacity
to around 39 million by 2030-31

# By December 2025, this will lift T2's
capacity to 28 million passengers

» Additional space will expand the security
hold area {SHA), addressing chronic con-
gestion noted in passenger feedback

tion noted in passenger feed-
back. It includes four new bus
boarding gates in the domes-
tic wing, reducing reliance
on remote bays and easing
peak-hour bottlenecks.

In arrival, the space pre-
viously occupied by artificial
water bodies and underutilized
zones is being repurposed to
streamline baggage claim
and passenger exit processes,
enhancing flow from the ter-
minal’s 18 aerobridges and 57

parking bays. The expansion
employs prefabricated struc-
tures to minimise disruption
to T2 operations, which cur-
rently handle about 400 daily
flights. This approach will
leverage the terminal’s exist-
ing 233,000-square-meter foot-
print. It was learnt that as of
April 2, construction is on track
and is likely to succeed in meet-
ing the December 2025 dead-
line. The additional space will
add roughly two million pas-

sengers to T2's annual capacity.

Airport sources said the
addition of over 71,000 square
feet to T2s departure and
arrival levels, as part of the
ongoing Rs 130 crore expan-
sion, is a pivotal step in Kolkata
Airport's modernization.

By December 2025, this will
lift T2’ capacity to 28 million
passengers, alleviating imme-
diate pressure while paving
the way for the larger terminal
project starting August 2025,
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Name Bagdograairport
after Rajbanshileader: MLA

Therequestfollowsanother oneearliertonameairportafterGorkhaleader Subhash Ghising

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 2APRIL

JP MLA from Mati-

gara-Naxalbari,

Anandamay Barman,

hasurged Union civil
aviation minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu to name
the under-construction ter-
minal at Bagdogra airport
after Biswa Mahabir Chila
Roy.

Notably, a delegation of
10 BJPMLAs from North Ben-
galis currently in Delhi, meet-
ing Union ministers to discuss
developmental issues and
seek central assistance ahead
of the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions.

Meanwhile, BJP MLA from
Siliguri, Sankar Ghosh, who
also serves as the chief whip
ofthe Oppositionin the State
Assembly, hasrequested the
Siliguri Police Commissioner
to order the closure ofliquor
shops in Siliguri for 12 hours
on6Aprilduring Ram Navami
celebrations. Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) General Sec-
retary Laxman Bansal has
also urged state authorities
to shut down liquor shops
from 10 a.m. to4 p.m.onthe
same day.

Interestingly, some Ram
Navami celebration commit-
tees have been staging protests

outside liquor shops in Siliguri,
urging owners to shut down
theiroutlets after theirappeal
to the excise department
reportedly went unanswered.

Itis also significant thata
BJPMLA from Darjeeling had
previously proposed naming
the new Bagdogra Airport
terminal after Gorkhaleader
Subash Ghising. However,
MLA Barman, who belongs
to the Rajbanshi community,
met the Civil aviation minister
separately to advocate for

naming the terminal after
Chila Roy, presenting his
rationale for the choice.

Inhisletter to the minister,
Barman highlighted that at
least 13 Rajbanshi families
had donated land for the
establishment of the Bagdogra
airport in its early stages. He
also briefed the minister on
the historical significance of
Biswa Mahabir Chila Roy,
also known as Shukladhwaj
(1510-1577 AD).

Chila Roy was the third

sonofMaharaja Biswa Singha,
the founder of the Koch-
Rajbanshi dynasty in Kam-
tapur (present-day Cooch
Behar). He was the younger
brother of Maharaja Nara
Narayan and served as his
commander-in-chief and
chief minister (Dewan) ofthe
Kamtapur Kingdom. His mil-
itary prowess earned him the
title “Chila Ray,” as he was
known forswift and strategic
attacks, much like an eagle
striking its prey.
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Govt’s Adilabad
airport plan
gets IAF boost

[n a major boost to the
state govt's plan to con-
nect more towns in Telan-
gana by air, the Indian Air
Force (1AF) has given its‘in
principle’ approval for a
civil airport in Adilabad.
Recently, the govt had also
got the Centre's nod to con-
struet an airport in Mam-
noor in Warangal. Once the
two are developed, along
with the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational  Airport at
Shamshabad, the state
would have three airports.

The demand for an air-
port has been a long pend-
ing one in Adilabad, which
has an old IAF airstrip on
the town's periphery. The
town's proximity to Chhat
tisgarh and Maharashtra
also made it an ideal loca-
tion for an airport. P4
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Spicejet promoter to set up seaplane venture

— scheme. Previously 50 sea-  in place to run the service,
Aneesh Phadnis plane routes were awarded  The Sky Hop venture is being
Fdumhal under the Udan scheme, but led by Singh's  daughter

these didn't take of. Avani. Last November Spice-
Spicelet  promoter  Ajay Infrastructure tooisbeing  Jer had  parmered  with

Singh is planning to intro-
duce a seaplane service in In
dia under the SkyHop hrand
in the next few months.

The seaplane operations
will mot be part of Spicelet.

Singh has applied to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation for a  scheduled
COmmUter Operutor permit
torun the service.

Singh’s plans to reintro-
duce the seaplane service
follow introduction of new
guidelines last August.

Requirements for setting
up water serodromes wers

Ajay Singh

eased and qualification re-
quircments for scaplane pi-
lots were relaxed.

The government has also
invited fresh bids for sea-
plane routes under its “Ude
Desh Ka Aam  Aadmi'

readied for scaplane  ser-
vices,

For instance, terminal fa-
cilities are being developed
at three locations in the An
daman & Nicobar islands.

Spicedet did not respond
o an email query.

MULTIPLE TRIALS
Sources  said  preparatory
work is underway and Sky-
Hop Aviation has leased one
Twin Otter amphibian
aircraft.

Meantime, pilots are heing
hired and s team is being put

plancmaker De Havilland in
seaplane trials across mul
tiple locations,

At the time De Havilland
had expressed hope [ndia
will have around 100 sea-
planes in service Ssoon.

Spicelet had introduced a
spaplane scrvice linking the
Sabaramati riverfront in
Ahmedabad with the Statue
of Unity in Kevadia in Octo-
ber 2030,

However, the operations
were suspended within a few
months  citing  Covid-19
restrictions.
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Sarla air taxis in Delhi, Mumbai soon

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
Hew Delhi, April 3

AEROSPACE STARTUP SARLA
Aviation will launch electric air
taxls n Mumbal and Delhia cou-
ple of months after start ing oper-
ating in Bengalury, it s CEOand co-
founderAdrian Schumicdt sakd.
Talking to FEonthe sdefinesof
Startup Mahakumbh, Schmidt
added that within fiveyearsof the
Inuech, theywould alm to provide

the services o everycomer” of the
country. The company had
unveiled the prototype of the air
taxi, Shisvya, at the Bharat Mobil
ity Global Expo eadierthis vear,
Sada Aviation is aiming to
launch its services in the country
n 2028 and is expanding itsteam
rapidiy. From 20 employess infan
uary, it hasexpanded itsteam tod4 7
people. By the end of the year, it
aims to have around 80-120
employers, Schmidt said,
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A supply chain
quirk helped
Air India get
50 Boeing jets
made for China

. = = -'hg
FPJMNews Service
MUMEBA

Air Indias steady supply of
Boeing 737 Max jets—redi-
rected from Chinese car-
riers—will end by June 2025,
leaving uncertainty around
fusture deliveries, Bloomberg
TepOris.

With 41 of 50 diverted
planes received, the airline
faces a gap until fresh orders
arrive by March 2026, poten-
tially losing ground o IndiGo,

After adding two Boeing
aircraft a month on average
since September 2023 as the
US manufacturer cleared a
backlog of the jets it had orig-
inally built for Chinese car-
riers, the pool will run dry by
June, people familiar with the
matter said, leaving the
Indian airline with little wis-
ibility around fresh deliveries
in the months ahead.

Air India’s easy supply was
thanks to a supply chain
quirk. Boeing was able to
divert 737 Max jets built for
Chinese carriers, including
Shanghai Airlines Co., as they
deferred taking deliveries fol-
lowing regulatory concerns
about the safety of a lithium
battery in the planes’ cockpit
voice recorders
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Cost of repairs carried out on
spares sent by Indian airlines to
the U.S. could rise. FILE PHOTO

Boeing aircraft
delays, supply
chain issues
may worsen

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The impact of the tariff or-
der from U.S. President Do-
nald Trump could worsen
supply chain issues for ae-
rospace manufacturer Boe-
ing, resulting in prolonged
aircraft delivery delays for
airlines such as Air India
Group and Akasa.

“While it is early to
gauge the precise impact of
the U.S. tariff order, a hike
in duties could further
compound supply chain
challenges raising delivery
timelines,” said senior avia-
tion adviser Sandeep Bahl.

The cost of repairs car-
ried out on spares that are
sent by Indian airlines to
the U.S. could also increase
as their might be a duty on
their re-import, Mr. Bahl
warned.

Currently, these have
been negotiated at zero ta-
riff for re-importing by the
two countries.
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LOKSABHA APPROVES AIRCRAFT OBJECTS BILL
NEW DELHI: Parliament on Thursday passed the Protection of
Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025, a move expected to support the
rapidly growing aircraft leasing sectorinIndia. The bill, which was
approved by the Rajya Sabha on April 1, received final approval from
the Lok Sabhavia a voice vote on Thursday. Civil aviation minister
Rammohan Naidu said the bill would help enhance cost efficiency. The
bill is designed to provide alegal framework for Cape Town
Convention, which focuses on aircraft leasing. It aims to address
inconsistencies in leasing regulations, allowing lessors toreclaim
possession of aircraft leased to airlines.
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Air India to get last of

50 Boeing jets made
for Chinese peers

Bloomberg

feedback@hvemint.com

Air India Ltd.'s windfall of 737
Max jets amid a broader short-
age of new planes is coming to
an end.

After adding two Boeing Co.
aircraft a month on average
since September 2023 as the US
manufacturer cleared a backlog
of the jets it had originally built
for Chinese carriers, the pool will
run dry by June, people familiar
with the matter said, leaving the
Indian airline with little visibility
around fresh deliveries in the
meonths ahead.

Air India’s easy supply was
thanks to a supply chain quirk.
Boeing was able to divert 737
Max jets built for Chinese carri-
ers, including Shanghai Airlines
Co., as they deferred taking deliv-
eries following regulatory con-
cerns about the safety of a lith-
ium battery in the planes’ cock-
pit voice recorders.

Having ordered 190 of the air-
craft in June 2023, Air India's
low cost arm, Air India Express
Ltd., has already taken posses-
sion of 41 of the 50 so-called
white-tail planes — those built
for others but still in storage.
Another four are due this month
and five between May and June.

Considering deliveries of the
remaining 140 737 Max jets
wouldn't start before the end of
the fiscal year ending March
2026, the Tata Group-owned Air
India risks losing ground to mar-
ket leader IndiGo, which has said
that this year, it’s adding more
than one aircraft a week.

Of the 41 white-tail aircraft Air
India has received so far, 38 of
them are in operations and three
are being repainted, the people
said, asking not to be identified
discussing confidential arrange-
ments. Boeing is separately
working on ramping up the 737

Air India Express hasalready
taken possession of 41 of the 50
so-called white-tail planes. MNT

production, as it targets 38-jetsa
month by mid-2025.

“We will defer to our custom-
ers for any details on their fleet
planning,” Boeing said in an
email response. Air India and
Air India Express didn't immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment.

The Air India Group, which
commands less than a third of
India’s domestic aviation mar-
ket, ordered a total of 570 air-
craft in the past two vears, with
the orders split between from
Boeing and Airbus SE.

Despite the large order, fresh
deliveries of single-aisle planes
from Boeing may happen only
closer to the end of the current
fiscal year, the people said.

Apart from the white-tail air-
craft from Boeing, Air India has
also received six Airbus 350-
900s, which were meant for Rus-
sian Flag carrier AerofloL
Besides, it leased 11 Boeing 777s
from the market, they said.

Akasa Air, Air India’s smaller
rival and another Boeing 737
Max customer, has grown its
fleet to 27 aircraft in 30 months
mainly on the back of these
white-tail planes, even as it
struggles amid delivery delays of
199 of the 226 aircraft it ordered.
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Mumbai-Chennai flight

lands safely after two
missed approaches

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An Air India flight from
Mumbai to Chennai made
two missed approaches on
Wednesday morning. The
aircraft landed safely in the
third attempt.

The flight departed
from Mumbai around 9
a.m., and was scheduled to
arrive in Chennai at 11 a.m.

Officials of Airports
Authority of India said the
aircraft attempted to land
around 11 a.m. but due to a
missed approach, the pilot
did a go-around.

“For the second time
too, the aircraft couldn’t
land and it did a go-around
yet again. It landed safely

in the third attempt
around 11.30 a.m.,” an offi-
cial said.

A missed approach can
happen due to various rea-
sons. To prevent an unsafe
landing, a missed ap-
proach and go-around is
usually carried out, and
the pilot does so by follow-
ing the safety protocols,
sources said.

An Air India source said,
“The flight landed normal-
ly, following all the safety
protocols.”

In November last year,
an IndiGo flight from Mum-
bai to Chennai made a mis-
sed approach due to heavy
winds, did a go-around,
and was subsequently di-
verted to Hyderabad.
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Govt likely to conduct trail for

artificial rain in May: Minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment s likely o conduet a
trial for artificial rain in May as
part of its efforts to tackle alr
pollution, Environment minis-
ter Manjinder Singh Sirsa said
on Thursday.

The trial will be carried out
in an area in outer Delhi, with
the final site selection Lo be
made by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and T Kanpur, he said.

Sirsa sa.lLFIhl: plan is part of
a broader strategy to tackle pol-
lution using multiple methods.

“This is a war against pol-
lution and we are working on
variows measures, with artificial
rain being one of them. Before
tmplementing it ona large scale,
we will try to conduct a trial
in May when summer is at its
peak,” he added.

He further said, “We have
asked for detailed reports o
determine whether the chem-
icals used in cloud seed-
ing could have any harmful

Sirsa: The trial will be LelNI FECOMS

carried out in an area

in outer Delhi, with seasons highest
the final site selection

to be made by the temp at 39['[:

and IIT Ka r * NEW DELHI: The national
DGCA = Ll Capital recorded the highest

temperature of the season tll
date at 39 degrees Celsius, five
notches above normal, a Met
official said. The second-highest
temperature of the season was
recorded on March 26, when the
mercury touched 389 degrees
Celsius, according 1o weather
depariment data. -1%"! minimum
temperature in the capital was
recorded at 15,6 degrees Celsius,
three notches below normal, the
effects on human health or the | MeT office said. The humidity
environment.” : levels fluctuated between 41 per

Based on the Jlnlllrlb!:. we o centand 22 per cent |.|1.Lrln.b the
will conduct a small-scale test * day, the IMD said. The weather
and analyze water samples. [fthe « office has forecast strong surface

trial is successful, we will ::x.]:ra.l:ld .
the project across Delhi during »
prriud:. of severe puIIUIiurl.. the |
environment minister said. .

winds for Friday, with the maxi-
mum temperature expected to

» be around 38 deg Celstus, and

the minimim 16 deg Celsiuz. Pl
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‘Airlines received 24

hoax bomb calls this year till Mar 25’

MNEW DELHI: Airlines
received 24 hoax bomb threat
calls this vear till March 25,
the government said on
Thursday.

Citing data from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity | BCAS), Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said a total of 836 hoax
bomb threats were received

airline operators since
]_:El?_ till Mn.'rf.']jle?_"'-, 2025,

In 2022, the number of
calls stood at 13 and rose to
71 in 2023, Last year, there
were 728 such calls and the
count was at 24 this year up
to March 25, as per the data.

In a written reply to the

Closer Look

hﬂﬂQlﬁErlmberuf :dlssmadm'lEnndrmem ?'I
in 2023. Lost yvear, there were 728 such colls and the
count was ot 24 this year up to March 25

» The minister said 13 pecple were arrested in 2024 for
making hoox bomb threat colls o airlines

» BCAS has mondoted robust protocols for handling such
threats in coordination with low enforcement ogencies,
central security agencies, CISF and stokeholders, leoding
to minimaod impoct on flight cperafions.

Lok Sabha, the minister said
13 people were arrested in
2024 for making hoax bomb
threat calls to airlines.
BCAS has mandated

robust protocols for handling
such threats in coordination
with law enforcement agen-
cies, central security agen-
cies, CISF and st olders,

leading to minimal impact on
flight operations.

Bomb Threat Contin-

¢ Plan (BTCP) is put in
Eﬁgln handle such IhJEeats
t of BTCP, |!'I.En"
mrpnrl ﬁ.—r a designated
Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee { BTAC) which
analyses the threat and takes
action.

“In cerder to deal with hoax
bomb threats, BCAS has issued
advisories to all the civil avia-
tion stakeholders in the coun-
try to ensure maintenance of
robust aviation security infra-
structure and uphold public
confidence in air travel,” the
minister said NPOST
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260 on London-Mumbiai flight
stranded in Tiirkiye since Wed

New Delhi: Over 260 passen-
gers of a Virgin Atlantic
flight from London to Mum-

baihave beenstranded at Tiir-

kive’'s Diyarbakir airport for
the past 24 hours, after theair-
craft was diverted on Wednes-
day owing to a medical emer-
gency, and subsequently
faced a technical glitch.
“V8358 flight from Heath-
row to Mumbaion April 2was
cancelled after to an urgent
medical diversion to Diyarba-
kir, followed by technical in-
spections of aircraft,” a Vir-
gin Atlantic spokesman said.
Stranded flvers alleged

the airline failed to arrange
basic facilities. “After land-
ing, we remained on board for
five hours. Then, we were
asked to alight as the airline
needed to fix a technical is-
sue,” Sagar Kochhar, a pas-
senger, told TOI over phone
from Turkiye. He alleged that
Virgin neither made any ar-
rangements for passengers,
nor was providing any infor-
mation on when they would
be able to depart for Mumbai.

The airline said it was
making all efforts to ensure
passengers are flown to their
destination at theearliest. Tnn
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