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AALl seeks info on fuel stocks from airport operators

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 3March

The Alrports Authority of
India {AAl) has directed
pperators of all major air-
ports inthe country toshare
updated information onthe
availability of aviation tue-
bine fuel (ATF) and pro-
jected requirements for the
coming week, according to
industry sources, amid
risingtensions in West Asia.

The government-run

entity'scommunication to
major airport operators
comes as the recent con-
flict has disrupted the
movement of oil ship-
ments through sea routes
across parts of the Middle
East. This has pushed up
the global oil prices.
Sources said that each
alrport operator has been
asked to provide a daily
update to the AAlabout the
ATF stock they hold, daily
consumption level and

expected demand. These
major airports  handle
international flights and
the government wants to
ensure that they are fully
prepared, they added.
Spurces  said airport
operators have also been
asked to inform the AAL
about their next scheduled
replenishment. India cur-
rently operates 33 interna-
tional airports, including
key hubs in Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and

Chennai. Many of these are
rur by private operators and
few are nun by the AAL
About half of India's
crude and LPG impors
transit the Stralt of Hormuz,
the key energy chokepoint
that has seen disruptions
after US and Israeli attacks
on Iranian military and
nuclear facilities. Iran
warned shipping away from
thestmit, and insurerswith-
drew coverage, effectively
halting tanker movements.
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AATIseeksinfoon fuel stocks from
international airport operators

PTI

NEW DELHI
r—

State-owned Airports
Authoritv of India has asked
all international airport
operators in the country to
provide details of available
fuel stocks as well as esti-
mated requirements for the
next seven days amid the

escalating Middle East crisis,

sources said on Tuesday,
The communication
comes against the backdrop

of the escalating conflict in
the Middle East involving
the US, Israel and Iran,
which threatens to impact
global oil supplies.

One of the sources said
the details have been sought
asa “precautionary
measure” to have a clear
understanding of the fuel
supply situation at interna-
tionalairports.

The sources told PTI that,
following directions from
the Civil Aviation Ministry,

the Airports Authority of
India has sought details
about the current fuel
supply status from all inter-
national air port operators,
The operators have also
been asked to provide
details of average daily fuel
consumption, estimated fuel
requirement for the next

seven days and the date of
the next scheduled fuel
replenishment, the sources
said,

India has 33 inter national
airports, including those in
Deelhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Chennai.

In terms of international
flight operations, there were
355 departures and 344 arri-
vals at airports across the
country on March 2, accord-
ing to data available with the
ministry
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AAl seeks fuel
stock info from
airport operators

New Delhi/ Mumbai: State-
owned Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has asked all in-
ternational airport operators
in the country to provide de-
tails about available fuel
stocks as well as estimated
requirements for the next sey-
en days amid the escalating
West Asia crisis, sources said
on Tuesday.

One of the sources said the
details have been sought as a
“precautionary measure” to
have a clear understanding
about the fuel supply situa-
tion at the international air-
ports. Following directions
from the civil aviation minis-
try, AAI has sought details
about the current fuel supply
status from all the interna-
tional airport operators.

The operators have also
been asked to provide details
about average daily fuel con-
sumption, estimated fuel re-
quirement for the next seven
days and date of next sched-
uled fuel replenishment, the
sources said.

India has 33 international
airports, including at Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hydera-
bad and Chennai. rn
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Kannadigas
unite to aid
stranded

tourists in UAE

Community leaders, ministers,

oh

embassies coordinate assistance,
medical support, emergency relief for
stranded Karnataka tourists in UAE

| Sridhar¥ivan
@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharVMIRROR

on-resident Kannadigas in
the United Arab Emirates
have united to support
tourists from Karnataka
who remain stranded
in Dubai, launching coordinated
relief efforts and seeking urgent
intervention from the state
government. Under the leadership
of Ronald Colaco, the Kannadigas
Help Line team convened a virtual
meeting to assess the situation,
compile details of those affected,

and streamline support on the
ground. Community leaders
stressed that the UAE remains
safe and authorities are protecting
expatriates, while urging people
to avoid spreading unverified
information on social media.

MLC SL Bhojegowda, who is
stranded in Dubai, said he pushed
for a s 2 crore emergency relief
package and received assurance
that authorities will place the
matter before the Chief Minister.
MLC and Deputy Chalrperson
of NRI Forum of Karnataka Aarti
Krishna said she is in touch with
embassies across Gulf nations

Erlllrutn}!ii alrpla

@ parked at the Dubal Ir

atlonal Alrport after

closure in Dubal, United Arab Emirates, on Sunday

and coordinating efforts with
the Karmnataka government.
Community organisations in
Dubai, Sharjah, Abu Dhabi, and
Ajman are reaching out directly to
stranded Kannadigas. Coordinator
Hidayat Adoor said volunteers
are meeting affected tourists and
providing assistance, including
medical help where needed.
Meanwhile, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda said 109

Arrangements,
including special or
regular flights,
will be made once
restrictions are
lifted
—Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda

people contacted the state helpline
and shared their details, prompting
intensified response efforts through
the Disaster Management wing and
senlor officials since Saturday night.
Of them, 100 remain stranded
in the UAE, mainly in Dubai,
while nine are stuck in Bahrain.
District-wise data showed Ballari
accounts for 32 stranded persons,
followed by Bengaluru with 25,
Others include Davanagere (9),
Chikkamagaluru (5), Madikeri and
Vijayapura (4 each), Shivamogga,
Raichur and Mangaluru (3 each),
Udupi, Chitradurga, Kalaburagi
and Chikkaballapura (2 each),
Tumakuru (1), while three have not
confirmed district details.

Gowda clarified that the Centre
informed the state that flights
cannot operate due to suspended
air traffic but assured arrangements
will be made once restrictions 1ift.
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Over 250 flights cancelled at 4 airports,
airlines operate repatriation flights

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
tesw Delhi, 3 March

More than 250 flights were
cancelled at Delhi, Mumbai,
Bangalore and Chennai air-
ports on Tuesday due to the
West Asia conflict, officials
said. Flight operations con-
tinued to be disrupted for
the fourth day as airdines
cancelled flights,

As many as 80 flights
were cancelled at the Delhi
airport, while 107 services
were cancelled at the
Mumbai airport, the offi-

cials said. At Bangalore, at
least 42 flights have been
cancelled for the day. The
Chennai airport said 30
flight=s havebeen cancelled.
They include departures
and arrivals. Indian airlines
have =o far cancelled 1,117
international flights in the
last three days.
Meanwhile, IndiGo on
Tuesday operated four
repatriation flights to
Jeddah and plans to have
another flight to Muscat
later in the day to bring
back passengers stranded

due tothe conflict.

There are also plans to
operate repatriation flights
to UAE on March 4, the air-
line said. It said itwould start
reinstating select flights to
Muscat (Oman}, Jeddah,
Madinah (Saudi Arabia)and
Athens {(Gresce). The airline
would operate a total of 26
flights to and from these four
destinatlons. The airline
said four repatriation flights
are enroute 1o Jeddah and
one Iz expectad to/from
Muscat later on Tuesday.

Aldr India said it s oper-

ating two special relief
flightsto.Jeddahand Dubai
on Tuesday to bring back
stranded passengers. It will
also be operating a special
relief flight to Dubai from
Mumbai on March 4.

Spicelet will operate
four special flights from
Fujairah In the UAE to
bring back stranded pas-
sengers. Spicelet sald bt
would operate four special
flights to connect Fujairah
with Delhi, Mumbai and
Kochi on Tuesday and for
the next few days.
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Airports in
Abu Dhabi,
Dubai open

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 2

Dubai Airports and Abu
Dhabi Airports have
resumed limited opera-
tions on Monday with a
small number of flights
operating from from Dubai
International Airport,
Dubai World Central
Aljrport and Zayed Intern-
ational Airport.

However, both the air-
ports have adviced passen-
gers against travelling to
the airports unless they
received a confirmed
departure time of their
flight directly from their
airline.
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Dubai skies tense

return to normaley.

s, missile interceptions visible; limited

flights resume cautiously as residents stay alert, slowly witnessing a fragile

— BY ARRANGEMENT

RGIA sees 3rd day of
West Asia flight chaos

SANJAY

PAUL I DC

HYDERABAD, MARCH 2
Flight operations betw-
een Hyderabad and sev-
eral West Asian destina-
tions were disrupted for
the third consecutive
day on Monday, with 44
services, 22 arrivals and
22 departures, getting
cancelled at the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) in the
wake of escalating hos-
tilities between the US
and Iran.

The affected routes
include Doha, Sharjah,
Kuwait, Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Dammam and
Ras Al Khaimah An
airport official said pas-
senger advisories were
issued in advance and
updates were being
shared through official
social media handles.

Authorities said nor-

mal operations would
resume after clarity on
the shutdown-related
cancellations, adding
that services remain
subject to prevailing
conditions.

Several travellers,
including Non-Resident
Indians (NRIs) and
Persons of Indian
Origin (PlOs) visiting
Hyderabad, reported
uncertainty over
revised schedules. Rew
Samuel Earnest Paul. in
the city to meet his sib-
lings, said, “There is so
much uncertainty; it
forced me to postpone
my travel dates.” His
return flight was sched-
uled for March 3.

A group of tourists
from Hyderabad in
Bahrain was concerned
about the disruption in
air connectivity. “We
arrived in Bahrain on
February 24 by Gulf Air

and were supposed to
leave for India on
February 28. When we
were about to check in
at the airport, Iran
launched air strikes on
the US Naval base in
Bahrain. There are
more than 100 Telugu
speaking people in the
airport,” a member of
the group said.

He complained of
receiving no proper
response from the
Indian embassy and
Gulf Airways. “Telugu
families settled in
Bahrain are supporting
us by providing food.”

Alok Singh of SNVA
Travel Tech Ltd, who is
in Dubai, said he was
unable to confirm his
return to Hyderabad
due to lack of clarity He
wants the [Indian
Embassy to intervene
and provide safe travel
for Indians.
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DHOLERA

Flying training
organisations to be set
up at Dholera airport

In a significant move to
bolster India's aviation
sector, the Afrports
Authority of India (AAT)
has invited proposals to
establish Flying Training
Organizations (FTOs) at
the upcoming Dholera
This nitiative
gims to encourage do-
mestic pilot training and
reduce reliance on ov-
Erseas programs. The
[ ct is being spea-
rheaded hy the Dholera
International Airport
Comparny Limited (DI-
ACL), a joint venture be-
tween the Airports Au-
thority of India (holding
54%), the Government of
Gujarat {33%), and the
Mational Industrial Co-
rridor Development and
Implementation Trust
(16%).The selected co-
mpany will be respansible
for the Design, Euild,
OCperate, Maintain, and
Transfer (DEOMT) of the
FTC =and its necessary
infragtructure, including
hangars and aprons. The
lease period is set at 2B
vears (an inital 20 years
with a potential five-year
extension, subject to go-
vernmentapproval).
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Surat Airport PTT project complete,

awaits AIP & NOTAM clearance

FPJ News Service
SURAT

The Surat airport authorities
have stated that the Parallel
Taxi Track (PTT) and apron
expansion projects at Surat
Airport have been com-
pleted and that they are
awaiting the approval from
NOTAM and documentation
in the AIP India— maintained
by AAl, ensures safe, effi-
cient, and standardized av-
iation documentation.

“The PTT and apron ex-
pansion projects have been
completed and we are wa-
iting for the AIP docu-
mentation and NOTAM ap-
proval” said the office of the
Surat airport director,

The official commu-
nication on February 23,
2025 stated that #9.5% of the
work had been completed
and that the remaining 0.5%
would be finished by March
a1, 2025, However, the work
has been delayed.

The announcement, sh-
ared publicly, gave an im-
pression that a long-delayed

project was finally nearing
completion. Yet, sources and
on-ground observations in-
dicate that significant work
still remains incomplete.
This has led to questions
gbout whether the Chai-
rmans office was provided
misleading information by
local airport authorities in
Surat.

What further raises ey-
ebrows is the timing and
manner of the announ-
cement. The update was is-
sued in what appears o be a
hurried communication on a
Sunday, suggesting a pos-
sible lack of thorough ver-
ification before making such
acritical public statement.

The PTT project, which is
part of a larger %353 crore
development plan for Surat
Airport, has already been
delayed by nearly five vears.
While COVID-19 has been
cited as a reason stake-
holders argue that such pr-
olonged delays point more
towards administrative let-
hargy than unavoidable cir-
cumstances.



" _

AIRPORTS AU THC;RITY QF IHE‘!IA
Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBAT

3 MARCH 2026

Airports in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha, which are important hubs for
travel between Europe, Africa and the West to Asia, remained closed

Chaos in air

About 30,000

lobal air travel chaos intensified on Monday
as the US and Israel continued to bombard
Iran, which struck back at targets across the
Middle East, leaving airports closed and
stranding travellers including those in far-
away areas who were scheduled to transit
through the region.Governments were
scrambling to help their citizens get
home after the conflict erupted on
Saturday, throwing travel plans into tur-
moil. Tourists, business travellers and
religious pilgrims found themselves stuck
unexpectedly in hotels, airports and on

+ German tourists

i are currently = _ i

| strandedoncruise  cruise ships, with no word on when many
Lt ships, Inhotels or - airports would reopen or when flights to

v c “e alrports  and through the Middle East would

resume. Airports in Dubai, Abu Dhabi
and Doha, which are important hubs for
travel between Europe, Africa and the West
to Asia, remained closed after they were all
directly hit by Iranian strikes. Emirates said it
will resume operating a “limited number of
flights” on Monday evening.
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WAR IN WEST ASIA

80 international flights cancelled
at IGI Airport, additional facilities

setuptoaid stranded passengers

Express News Service
New Delhi, March3

ONTUESDAY, 80international
flights were cancelled at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Alirport (IGIA), as the country’s
busiest airport faced dis-
ruptions of operations on its
westbound routes for the
fourth consecutive day amid
the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East region.

Officials said 36 departures
and 44 arrivals were cancelled
on Tuesday.

Aijrport operator DIAL issued
an advisory for passengers re-
garding the delays and “oper-
ational adjustments” due to the
current geopolitical situation in
the Middle East. Passengers
were advised to check with the
respective airlines before travel-
ling totheairport and, if necess-
ary, consider alternate routes or
connections, assuggested by the
airlines. DIAL also said that all
other flight operations were run-
ning as per schedule.

Sourcessaid that to manage
passenger movement, DIAL
also initiated several facilita-
tion measures at IGIA.

Passengers arrive at IGl Airport on Tuesday. aIENDRA YADAY

Two additional information
desks were set up inside the In-
ternational Security Holding
Area and at the departure fore-
court to assist passengers.

Terminal Operations Quick
Reaction Teams were deployed
inthe check-inand arrival halls,
boarding gates, international
transfer areaand ticketing desks
to guide passengers.

Airport authorities also dis-
tributed over 1,500 water
bottles, tea and over 500 re-
freshments through mobile
food kiosks. Meals were served
to stranded passengers in the
international transfer area and
at departure gates. More than
100 hygiene kits were arranged,

while washroom teams were
augmented to ensure clean fa-
cilities.

Over 400 additional seats,
including recliners, were ar-
ranged across airport ter-
minals. Two additional medi-
cal teams were also stationed.

Sources added that over
3,000 bags belonging to pas-
sengersof flightsthat were can-
celled were returned to them.
New processing zones were
alsomade operationalinthein-
ternational transfer area.

IGIA handles over 1,500
flights daily. In the last three
days, Indian airlines cancelled
1,117 overseas flights owing to
the West Asia crisis.
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Cargo agents seek relief as war
grounds shipments at airports

i
dlipsii hanka@dhermint.com
MNEWDELHI

urged the government to

step in and prowvide relief o
exporters hit by flight disrap-
tions caused by the escalating
war between Iran and the US,
which has led to widespread
airspace closures soross parts of
Wiest Asia

I a letter dated 2 March to
the economic adviser of the
Dircetorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the AirCango
Arenis Association of India
{ACAAL sought a waiver of
demurrage charpes on expor
carpo stranded at ainport termi-
nalsdue to cancelled ordelayed
international fights, Mint has
sevn a copw of the letter.

Derrmrrage charges are daily
penalties imposed when a
cargo remainsinside the termi-
nal, port, or depot bevond the
agreed “free iime”.

The letter highlighted that
geopolitival  developments
have led to route restrictions,
diversions, schedule inegular-
tesand operativa constrains
al oerfain overseas airports,

I nidia’s air cargo agents have

pefoEE

Airspace closures have forced
rercuting. BTOCKPHOTO

“The delayvs in upliftment are
purely on account of external
fartors bevond the eonirol of
exporters, customs brokers, or
air cargo agenis,” the letter said.
As per industry estimates,
only 12 hours of free storage
timie is available to forwardens
and shippers. After that, char
ges range from 12-5 per kg per
day for normal cargn 1o 18-9
per ke perday forspecial canzo,
withcosis ineressingwith each
passingday.
Aircargoagentsare secking
reliel becaose they handle
exporters shipments and are

directly affected by Right dis-
ruptions. Airspace closures
have forced rerouting, pushing
up freight costs and causing
delays. This hits margins, locks
up working capital and rises
the risk of penalties for late
deliveries.

Ermails senit o Adani Arports
Holdings Lid and GMR Air
ports Lid—two of the hrgest
privaie airport operators in
India—did not elicit any
response. Aviation resulator
5O A, oo, did not resparnd o
reguests forcomment.

IndiCio, Air India Group,
Akasa Air and Spicelet can
celled flights to the Middle
East, IS, Canada, Europe and
Uk ower the weeloend.

The ivdation safiety regulator
on 28 February advised srfines
to avoid operating across
eleven Flight Information
Hegrions, including Iran, Trag,
L] fordam, Saudi Arabia, the
LA, Cpatar, anvd Chmien, until at
lesiest 2 March

Indian airports  handled
arvund 3 337 million tonnes
ofaircanzm inrecent vears, esti-
mutes EY.

Foranextended version of the
oy, pist ivemint.com
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Info on fuel stocks sought

from int’l airport operators

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL
State-owned Adrports Author-
ity of India {AAT) has asked
all international airport oper-
ators in the country to pro-
vide details about available
fuel stocks as well as estimated
requirements for the next
seven days amid the escalat-
ing Middle East erisis, sources
said on Tuesday.

The commiinicalion comes
against the backdrop of the
escalating conflict in the Mid-
dle East involving the US,
Israel and Iran that threatens
to mpact global oil supplies.

One of the sources said
the details have been suught
as a “precautionary measure”
to have a clear u.ndl:n.l!anriing
about the fuel supply situation
at the international airports.

The sources said that fol-
lowing directions from the
civil aviation ministry, A Al has
sotrght details about the current
fuel supply status from all the

KEY POINTS

» One of I‘ne saUrces s-uld
the details have bean
sought o o 'precaution-
ary measure’ to have
a dear understanding
abaut the fuel supply
situation at the interna-
ticnal airports

» The sources said that the

information was sought
following directions from
the Civil Aviation ministry

» They have dlso been
asked to provide details
about average daily fuel
consumption, estimated
fuel requirament for the
next 7 days and date
of next scheduled
fuel replenishment

international airport operators.

The operators have also
been asked to provide details
about average daily fuel con-
sumption, estimated fuel
requirement for the next seven
days and date of next scheduled
fuel replenishment, the sources
said India has 33 international
airports, including at Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyder-
abad and Chennai.

In terms of international
ilight operations, there were
555 departures and 344 arriv-
als at the airports in the coun-

try on March 2, as per the data
available with the ministry.

According to  reports,
muany ships have come under
attack in the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key conduit for glabal
energy Hows. Around one-
third of the worlds seaborne
erude oil exports and about 20
per centof liquefied natural gas
shipments transit through the
Strait of Hormie,

1t is located between Oman
and Iran and connects the
Persian Gulf with the Gull of
Oman and the Arablan Sea,



HIY c-‘i i ~"“d”

AIRPORT

SAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

KOLKATA

3 MARCH 2026

West Asia crisis: Kolkata airport
sees Intn’l flight cancellations

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: At least 20 inter-
national flights to and from
Kolkata were cancelled on
Monday amid escalating ten-
sions in West Asia, disrupting
travel plans for hundreds of
passengers bound for key Gulf
destinations.

Officials at the Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport said the
cancellations were prompted
by operational constraints
faced by international carri-
ers in view of the prevailing
contflict in the region. Airport
authorities are closely coor-
dinating with airlines as the
situation evolves.

Among the affected services
were eight flights operated by
Emirates — four arrivals and
four departures. Qatar Air-
ways and Etihad Airways each
cancelled four services, com-
prising two arrivals and two
departures. Air Arabia and Fly-
dubai cancelled one arrival and
one departure each.

Passengers travelling to
major Gulf hubs such as Dubai,
Doha and Abu Dhabi were

Cancellations

» Officials at the Netaiji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport said
the cancellations were
prompted by operational
constraints faced by inter-
national carriers in view
of the prevailing conflict
in the region

» Among the affected
services were eight flights
operated by Emirates —
four arrivals and four de-
partures. Qatar Airways

e

. =S e vl
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and Efihad Airways each
cancelled four services,
comprising two arrivals
and two departures

» Air Arabia and Flydubai
cancelled one arrival and
one departure each

the worst affected. These cit-
ies function as crucial transit
points for flyers from eastern
and northeastern India con-
necting onward to Europe,
North America and other
global destinations.

Airline counters at the air-
port saw long queues through
the day as stranded passengers
sought clarity on reschedulin
and refunds. Carriers arrange
alternative bookings on sub-
sequent flights and, in some
cases, offered accommoda-

tion support to international
travellers.

“Flight schedules are being
monitored on a real-time basis.
Passengers are advised to check
the status of their flights with
the respective airlines before
leaving for the airport,” an air-
port official said.

While domestic operations
remained largely unaffected,
uncertainty over international
schedules is likely to persist if
tensions in West Asia continue,
officials indicated.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 4 MARCH 2026

Gel% # S BT AR, < A9 31ThR Rt @<

B 7AW fAyEd, 1G] TR

ufyrery wforar § v S aw i |
el L ek R o e
femil #ed w1 fefaen oF A
TH # 1 WA O e
TR ¥ W 4 R A T
fem ) 94 7 TR B el
AT A E A ERE o A
T T O ), O A

i P -

[ .

IGI Wﬁ?ﬂ?‘#ﬂﬂ?ﬁm a?vra?é- wa#

({Eiemesofindia com
s . BT E
Tt i A wh W A A En
e T

S A IR A TR |

2000

& FIE A HRE e

IR o7cl oI, T BIBT SY I T

Tarun Rowal|

1200

A 3ifirp @t A 5

w8 A = e A T T T B E e
EeioR ot gm e & =7 T iR 1200 9 afi A
ReEid A g A am W 3 Breef s s b P '
i W TREA 99 T O A A o v e § Y wmEn
A T o e R wEEl | O

ggﬂm o2 H W 3 13 TR d@R WE § AW

kol | T A i Tl T g 40 v Bl
Eﬂﬁm‘g g‘%ﬁzﬂl UES | TARF O W 840 TR .
g A WA 310 A ¥ e R TR .
feera = . BT R = AR )1

AR 9 o - L T 240 T i W 325

ix g e A TR R A T T i dem  Ereem T 5 dr e
s, Tl T mTeaE : ' . __3_‘ et 120 TR AeErm A v freln e w3 ol v A 73, P
WERBT W WA i i, g @ e g 9 b o i g v st v 2 o et el Ganh wgd, d g dp R 300 WP % e e R TR W3 A G T A T A e
T & i ;ﬁgg‘gm o e o et o e ot o | e R el @ o e g ot g | il @ e o R et v 3 4R ol @ e e @ “‘gﬂmm . wmﬂm Tﬁ’f‘?m-"ﬁ?:ﬁ]@%m
e & | U i e o Wﬂmiﬂﬁﬁ Tu% | A wie Sderre 3 4 A g e At 3 = g & o ",W,” A e, o B A WAl AR ¥
aFETRAIRAEmSE 2 3 - - - = g 5 2 TR e %oy T Fom et v AR fe A 8 o Tivm TR Tl
' oA free o fEm o R 3 . aifr #mer ) gw o I wrivm g =00 9w e g R
e [ ARCAATEERT G B A 20 BAE, ARRATOI = o v ar B (o s o) o s o
AW TR TE A A W ANE S T al o - % 5 8 i R Bl 3 TE I A TR W A S, S T AT 5 T e o A aae
o) T A Bl e e e g 2R 28 v ) A A ﬁﬂm*m#mm T e i, FE, wR M v R yE W A R g e g A g W
oo st ern A SR EROE A 6 g T e s v, Wy, O WERRR AT e Ui U O e g W ¥ WNEE EKSO1 W) W B
T T T T T B B 1 T 6 TR W A e Abhisheh Gautam1 Fun @i wEAE T A PR R EE ) 4T e demwnd R i s wmt @ W T w0 e
W T AE T AU T8, o o e o e e gl 9 o g @tmesofinda com IR T AR TR R WO i W AR 00 A 0 AE TR w4 ufE A3s0 e g F vm e g
A ET IR SE A w Y OE T IR | FE 0 @) O Y S AR TR G FmEEm Y e A F s W TEm (AAD AR s e 9w aud e dae 3 e
EF T S WeR @ s I AR e Rl sTmorn EnEER s enarfamy TRt R Tn Ry W o 22 e v fuen i i ol vw e
o o9 et fem wn @ w1 S U8 TRRRIE FER TR e e e WEAMWMIE G 8 TR ¥k e w R Fm ) f e e 2 B TR w g el e o e

ToF 7S A 4 Pl e O AR ) i g e = B = A I R e A ™ P W A

a7 e P e v

w% BfeEn e A Y R oam

A RFR T T T EonsR iR aved i s darR sy s A 0 re i g | e aepst 9 wd W v o w TR T AR U TR 2 T (ATF) € e wE f i w S e e
AR TR R R A T Am W e el auans T A TR ged  wEe W Al T W W A FRTRE MR EE  HnEmdr S wl R e mEFET e (DB ) W T
TS T TR W A T ﬁﬁmgﬁmﬁggﬁww a‘m%‘;@nmmmﬂﬁt _|3:W|%

eze T ) P A 149 i v | e e 2 T e { dex e # R AR m

R iR A FarT T 3 | FHET N AT AT g 9 O R A mﬂlﬁlmmmﬁso W
NS it e § e F“ [ TRTRAITANI g NS A NS R gy ) B onfhd uedd w o
T 4imm W 7 Y A A _ 4_ TR T TR O gt SR WARAEE AW TR 5 21 & T el & 2w ot | o @ v w4 2 @ faeien @,
W i e T o A 3 A AR R F R e TR EA AR g M ST TE R SRR SRR AT SO B 0 A SRR T8
AT G A S iy . ] ot T o | i T T i d o TR g ogle B 2| SRS TS 78 BF @ 21 e & i Amoiarg vl W
=9 B 78 o 77 T B A T e A e ¥ T ) AR A g T W A W R A W 0 o T AR 1 e e o R 30 AR T 87 TEF aw & Al
T A, P e P A g 3 ford ot ot e A A e B et A o A e i ez B WOWR @) 31 60 TEF BN fyureiy sk 44 T 57 P anell vemge o sl
PR T R A T e e L FAM I E AR TR TS W R IR AT 55§ 36 TR i PSR- 50 AR TRdE W i e
AR AT dwwy PR § Fr B W) B A R A AR e o e dee e EROE G 99 1) & o SEdA 2 vere 4 | g TEe TRAN W 100
T o : < T TR A e T W A e e, s A A v i ey el O SR a4 TR - it T Y e g ol



AIRPUR ISAUT HDF’!TY UF iNDlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENOKW 3 MARCH 2026

ufdua ufdrn & deta @1 e, fegd vernd
e dtege feet 87 ma@aaglﬁaz

=g feeeit) ufzm ufven & s
T & =T T A s e |
UftEE WA & @ &) dvEn
F1 A fodlt F g
WY w@E NE W 87
A ITH | A
sfyeIfEl % AER T+ 37
TEUH 3 50 A Sl 3560
i #1332 B
7 A 3EHE TEeE F
e, fee 2 oAl 3 vrdme
TR A 9% a9 F w0
T 760 TP 33 7 F
HEER Eof ot c ek
ufem feen #1 324 & Tga W
THaE TR 5 I E

fedl Servee TR ffee
(W)ﬁmmﬁmww
fr ufgm ofimn # deE
TR Ut & w1 &S
e S g i
3 Tg-afet § aeeE g @
21 29 1 HeE = TR Ay

EsfamEn d=F 1,300
i TEM 1 HEEE B
& fo =aym #1 =39 3R
&1 1 T 21 39 A, S
W 3 379 H, 2, S, HAA
3l o = fou 219 St &
f9eta= =1 3 O 7 =@ o
¥ wreEy foufa W emer
o AN B F 2R wiam v
B A oA Al 35
TeEeA &1 o TEuE 30
W ¥ T 3 Hee Hifem
Wz § Fw oA g

ﬁmﬁrmaaﬁgqa‘-‘:mar
o A= = Tt 32 3
T a9 T T O A
7% o vqE e o aut 9
A HEE W ERIAR A5

T 2 & SR T

qﬁirmﬁwmzn%ﬁm
I T F STE, 3 A W
7 T T I T A A
1 g fiwE 7 fo wfafes

( )Eﬂfﬁwﬁmw%l
oy ufrn & S & FA 3
TRy 7 i P w e i
T iyt § weeme F fom
ferdre =2 301 <o 37 &)

EFamT A ey vaEs 3

T T USaE

== 5 e HE TeE 9
8l WREEA A e
F20 % ded 99T A
A w1 el e 2, S
aeedl uRiEdf & EY
FF A AT A o
e B Tl &1 TR A
e & & A &1 g =
= H T gu iy ufeen sin
3 W A dE
o ofl e 3 Yo
T & W ¥ 28w
2026 T F1 B FHT W 7
o= 2026 @F G AW

Hfaftes o % AT a0
G e T & 41 s
o 1 oy 9w #
=0t &, Fo & 2R 47 9
T84 & FAW FA TEES F
TS HaN TheTae eurE =9
3 faeifaa #) wrems 3 o
faem & for e e ufaoym
STUTTE] 2 BATS & = e
Y H SEW EiE &
% =% & 389 9 9w
T =T | e A A TR
ff = i 2nmen anfiEaiEs
3922 3 HE F HAE 9700
T (2R WY ) A 06700
T W S R s
e SetyHe T e
(BEe) 4 =amn fF ufam
ofyEn § S OeeioE
AR & = uiem fem
I FH A 33 H
ai?r:%m-mﬁﬁﬁaaﬁﬁ‘él
= &



i&ﬂ?PLJHIESAlJ?FHDH1TYtJFIhHJU&

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN KOLKATA 3 BARCH 2006

Over 800 Bengal passengers stranded at Middle Eastairports

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Naidu convened a meeling  [THAS BEEN DECIDED THAT NO REPATRIATION FLIGHTS WILL BE

Kolkata, 2March

Asthe situationin the Middle
East continues to deteriorate,
international flight operators
have extended the suspension
of services through the region
and issued advisories to
passengers.

However,several thousand
Indians remain stranded at
various airports across the
Gulfsince 28 February. Many
are now likely to miss the Holi
and Dol Jatra festivals this
year duetoongoing disruptions
in flight operations.

On 28 February, Union civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan

with key stakeholders to
addressthe safety of stranded
Indian passengers at multiple
airports following the suspen-
sion of international flights
after the attack on Iran.
Thehigh-level meeting, held
with officials from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) and
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), reviewed
operational preparedness and
response measures. Ithasbeen
decided that no repatriation
flights will be operated until
the volatile airspace situation
inthe Middle East de-escalates.
Around 800 passengers
from Kolkata and eastern India

OPERATED UNTILTHEVOLATILE AIRSPACE SITUATION INTHE

MIDDLE EAST DE-ESCALATES.

arecurrently stranded at Dubai
International Airport, Hamad
International Airport in Doha,
and airports in Sharjah and
Abu Dhabi in the UAE, and
are anxiously awaiting their
return to Kolkata, according
to Anil Punjabi of the Travel
Agents Federation of India.
IndiGo, Air India and STIC
Travel Group, which represents
several foreign airlines, have
already issued ravel advisories.
“In view of the continuing
situation in the Middle East,

Air India has extended the
suspensionofall flights toand
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Israel and Qatar until 23:59
hrsIST on 2 March 2026, the
airline said in an advisory.
At Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airportin
Kolkata, around 20 inter-
national flights have already
been cancelled. Passengers
travelling from the United
States and Europe remain
stranded at various transit
airports in the Middle East.
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Airport sets up
kerbside desk
at Terminal 2

Tisaes News Nerwons

Bengalury: Passengers
Kempegowds  Intornational
Adrport {KIA) recelved on-gro-
und asslstance at Terminal 2
Tuesday, as the airport opera-
tor activated o dedicatod holp
desknt the kerbside tomanags
queries and streamlbing s
senger support amid operatio-
nal disruptions.

Alrport efficials said the
help desk is func 8
single-window
eenire, particulady crucial as
multiple international airli
nes operate from the termi-
mal, With several flights im-
pacted and airline representa-
tivea yet to resch the spot inso-
e fses,  alrport  stall
stepped in to provide immedi-
ate assistance and guide pas
sengers to the ground haod-
[= sponsibtle for specific
airline operaticns

Thehelpdesk ishamdlinga
range of services, Incleding
ground transport coording-
tion, emergency support, and
peneral passsnger quer ies

Welfare measures taken
In addition to query reaolo-
tion, Bengaluru alrport has
rolled out a series of passeny-
ar welfare measures af the ter
minal frontage. Choirs have
been arranged o accommods-
e stranded travellers. while
drinkime water und snacks are
helng distributed 1o those fa-
cing extended waits
Charging stntlons haveal-
w0 b g4 up o er
sengers to power their devi-
ek anel stay intovch withale
line representatives and fa-
mily membera,  Madical
mssistance is being made av-
milable on request, with air-
port medical teams stationed
to respond to emergens
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Indian carriers resume limited
Gulf services to select destinations

e )
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dedhi

India-based airlines on Tues-
day commenced special op-
crations to repatriate stran-
ded Indian netionals from
West Asia following recent
girspace disruptions that led
to widespread cancellations
and air fare vaolatility.

The repatriation fights
come even as Indian airlines
cancelled scores of flights to
the West Asian region. On
Monday, airlines had can-
celled a total of 357 flights.

Apart from the cancells-
tions, industry insiders said
that the crisis had led to a
rise in international airfares,
with ticket prices increasing
10-15 per cent at the lower
end for Europe-bound Hights
und by 30-35 per cent on cer-
tain continental US routes,
driven by longer alternative
routings and supply con-
straints,

On Tuesday, Air India
brought back 149 passengers
from Dubai on flight A19160,
which landed in Delhi at
10.58 am.

Al CREW RETURN

Earlier in the day, 143 cock-
pit and cabin crew members
of Air India and Air India Ex-
press, who were stranded in
Dubai, arrived in Delhi on

ANXIOUS WATCH. Anxious passengers monitoring a screen
displaying flight information at Delhi's 1G] alrport even as the
us/lsrasl-iran conflict escalated s

board flight AI918D.

The airline =aid that it
would be deploving wide-
body aircraft, ml:Tudmg Boe-
ing 777 and 77 plancs, with

higher capacity on its ser-
vices to Jeddah and Dubai on

Tuesday and Wednesday to
facilitate the return of pas-
sengers who were smck in
West Asia.

SpiceJet operated four
special flights on Toesday
from Fujairech to Delhi,
Mumbai and Kochi, includ-
ing two services to Mumbai,

INDIGD OPS FROM WED
The airline will restore its
scheduled flights between
Fujairah Delhi and
between Fujairah and Mum-
bai from Wednesday.

IndiGo said that it has be-
gun repatriation efforts in
coordination with the au-
thorities and will progress-
ively reinstate select sched-

SEIVICEs from
Wednesday.
rations are ed
DuDPcrcsum: tuMu&caim
and Madinah, as well as
Athens, totalling 13 return
flights or 26 sectors.

Air India Express said it
will continue to crate
scheduled flights to and from
Muscat on  Wednesday,
glongside services to Delhi,
Kochi, Kozhikode,
Mangaluru, Mumbai and
Tiruchirapalli, and will oper-
ate  additional ﬁjghuF {11]
Dielhi, Kochi and Mumbai.

More reports p2, pi
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India-based airlines begin repatriation of stranded nationals from West Asia

|
Rehit Vaid
ew Dedhi

India-based airlines have
commenced special opera-
tons to rigte stranded
Indian mationals from West
Asia following recent air-
space disruptions. Domestic
carricrs are operating dedic-
ated services from the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia and Oman.

BACK IN HOMELAND

Air India said it welcomed
back 149 passengers from
Dubai on flight AI916D,
which landed in Delhi at
10:58 hrs Indian Standard
Time. The aircraft, VT-EDC,

was operated as part of what
the airline described as the
first flight brv an Indian car-
ricr facilitating the return of
passengers amid the ongoing
situation in West Asia.

Earlier in the day, 143
cockpit and cabin crew mem-
bers of Air India and Air In-
dia Express, who were stran-
ded in Dubai, arrived in Delhi
on flight AISI8D.

The airline stated that its
operations comtrol centre
and supporting teams had
been working around the
clock W coordinate the
SETVICES.

Besides, Spicelet o ed
four special tlights anP;:Im
3 from Fujpirah to Delhi,
Mumbai and Kochi, includ-

EMOTIOMAL RETURM. A woman kis;e-s. her child after they
returned from Dubai, at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrport in Mumbal on Tuesday sames

ing two services to Mombad,
to facilitate the return of In-
dian mationals following the
sudden closure of airspace.

The aidine announced
that it will restore its sched-
uled flights between Fujairah
and Dwlhi and between Fo-

jairgh and Mumbai starting
March 4.

According to Ajay Singh,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Spicelet, the air-
line's priority was to support
Indian citizens facing uncer-
tainty, and he added that the
carrier stands ready to oper-
ate more such services sub-

ject to passenger require-

ments  and  regulatory
approvals.
SPECIAL FLIGHTS

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation =aid on March
2 that IndiGo will operate 10
special relief flights from
Jeddah, Saudi Arsbia, to In-
dizon March 3.

Apart from this, Air India

Express has resumed ser-
vioes to Muscat, operating
six flights from vanous In-
dian cities, including Delhi,

Kochi, Kozhikode,
Mangaloru, Mumbai  and
Tiruchirappalli

However, Air India Ex-
press stated that its opera-
dons to Hahrein, Kowait,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE remain suspended until
11:59 pm Indian Standard
Time on March 3.

Indian airlines cancelled
357 flights to the West Asia
region on March 2, following
350 cancellations on March
1. Foreign carmiers rati
hchms;rlﬂndia and ;E:SIE;LE
were also expected to con-
duct limited services.

Separately, Air India has
extended the suspension of
its West Asia services until
midnight on March 3, citing
the continuing  regional
situation.

However, drawing om con-
tingency routing plans de-
u:]-:lpcd during last year's

ce disruptions, the air-
line has activated alternative
corridors to sustain con-
nectivity to the UK, Europe,
Canada and the US.

Speaking to businessine,
industry insiders said ser-
vices to Eorope, the US and
Canada are being rooted

ai ce over the
m EE;'SFFEMLd the Medi-
terrancan to bypass con-
strained zones.



JJ.IF?F' ORISAUT HGR!T‘!’ OF iNUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 4 MARCH 2026

Gulf airlines’ suspension leads to rise
in freight rates to the US and Europe

TE Ihh Simhan

Chenrai

Air freight rates to the US
and Europe have doubled
from Chennai and surged
nearty four times from Delhi
over the past two days fol-
lowring the suspension of op-
erations by West Asian carri-
ers amid the Iran-Ismael
conflict.

With Gulf carriers sus-
pending or redocing  ser-
vices, freight rates from
Chennei to Europe  hawve
doubled to T400 per kg, while
shipments to the US have
risen to TG00 kg from
1400 per kg, with cargn now
being routed via the Far East
and Europe, sources said.

All major Gulf airlines, in-
cluding Emirates, (Jatar Air-
warys and Etihad Airways, o
erate extensively to I
and account for nearly 20 per
cent of i cargo capacity car-
ried in passenger aircraft
belly space. In addition,

COSTLY DETOUR. With Gulf carriers cutting sendces,
Chennai-Europe freight rates doubled to ¥400/kg, while US rates rose
to 600 from #4040, with cargo rerouted via the Far East and Europe

some of these airlines deploy
dedicated freighters from In-
dia, industry soarces said.
West Asia girports hove
glso placed temporary em-
bargoes on inbound cargo,
further tightening capacity.

CAPACITY HIT

CK Govil, CMD of Delhi-
based Activair Airfreight In-
dia Pvt Ltd, told businesstine
that freight rates hed in-

creased nearlty  four-fold
across European and Amer-
ican airtines operating from
Delhi.

The suspension or reduc-
tion of operations by major
Gulf carriers had led to an
immediate global reduction
in air cargo capecity of
around 18 per cent. This in-
clodes routes that typically
connect Asia, including In-
dia, to Europe and the US

through Gulfhubs, he said.

Several flights are being
forced to take detours, or
shift to alternative hubs, re-
ducing pavioad capecity and
availlable lift om both
freighter ond  belly-hold
routes. A substantial portion
of India-US and India-
Europe cargo moves in the
beelly holds of passenger air-
craft. Any tightening or
rerouting of passenger net-
works directly impacts avail-
shle cargo capacity, said
Govl

While Gulf carriers ac-
count for about 13 per cent
of global international air

capacity, the exposure
\ﬁiﬂﬁ Fﬁ@:fﬂﬁrﬂnﬂ? by
country,

Tim van Leewwen, Vice-
President and Head of Con-
sulting at Netherlands-based
Rotate, says data show that
Sri Lanka is the most-ex
posed market followed by

South Afnca, India, the
Netherlands and  Sawdi
Arabia.
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West Asia flight chaos leads to

fare surge on European routes

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Airfares between India and
Europe have s d due to
h:::.il:E; svaﬂsbdmli]g of seats
and curtailment of opera-
tions by West Asian carriers.
A onec-way ticket between
Diclhi and London is being
sold for upwards of T78,000
for travel on Wednesday, as
scen on online portal Make-
MyTrip. While tickets are
sold out on all non-stop
flights, the lowest priced
ticket of over T78,000 is for a
two-stop flight vie Jeddah
and Amman operated by In-
diGo and Roval Jordanian
Airlines, A search on the Air
India website on Tuesday
evening showed an economy
class scat on the Delhi-Lon-
don route on March 12
priced around T1,30,000.
Emirates and Etthad are
operating repatriation
fhights. While flights beyond
Wednesday midnight  are
available for sale, agents say
most available seats are be-
ing used to sccommodate

LONG WAIT. Passengers stranded due to flight disruptions and
cancellations at the K5l Airport in Mew Delhi on Monday

passengers  of  previously
cancelled flights.

“Demand is outstripping
supply in 8 major way. The
demand is primarily from
those who want to return to
their homes or those who
want to reschedule their can-
celled trips,” said Anil Kalsi,
Vice-President of  Travel
Agents Federation of India.

DAILY FLIGHTS

According to aviation in-
dustry sources, as of FY25,
Ajr India carried the most
number  of  passengers
between India and Europe,
followed by Emirates, Etihad

Airways, Qatar Airways and
Eritish Airways.

Data from eviation anakbyt-
ics firm Cirum show there
are 38 daily flights {two-way)
between Dubai, Abu Dhabi
and Dohe and London
Heathrow. Besides these, the
airlines have extensive net-
works to other cities in
Europe.

“We were operating with
90 per cent plus occupancy

inr to the disruption. So,

ights were nearhy full. Cur
priority is to rebuild network
and support stranded pas-
sengers,” an executive froma
West Asian airline said.
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K’taka moves to bring tourists back home

Escalating Israel-Iran conflict
disrupts airspace, leaving 50
Davangere tourists stranded
in Dubai awaiting urgent
evacuation support

round 50 tourists from Da-

vangere district remain

stranded in Dubai after their

return flight was abruptly
cancelled. Around 15 persons from
Jagaluru taluk and 35 from neigh-
bouring Chitradurga and Ballari dis-
tricts had left Bengaluru on Febru-
ary 23 for a tour in the UAE. Their
return was scheduled for February
28 at 9.30 pm, but it was cancelled
due to the Israel-Iran conflict affect-
ing regional airspace.

Dr Prabha Mallikarjun, MP from
Davangere, has appealed to the Un-
ion Ministry of External Affairs to
urgently evacuate the tourists and
coordinate with the Indian Embas-
sy in Dubai. In an X post she stated,
“Our Kannadigas are in dire need

Indian embassy coordination sought after sudden airspace
disruptions cancelled flights regionally

and would require an immediate
MEA intervention for a safe return.”

According to Chiel Minister
Siddaramaiah, about 100 Kannadi-
gas are stuck in Dubai (UAE) and
around nine in Bahrain, as per the
State Emergency Operation Centre
(SEOC). All District Emergency Op-
eration Centres have been activated
24/7 to address the evolving war
situation. He also mentioned that
the Chief Secretary has written to
the Union government secking re-
patriation assistance and airline co-

ordination for rescheduling flights.

In his letter addressed to Modi,
the CM expressed concern over the
impact of recent airspace restric-
tions and NOTAMs issued by mul-
tiple West Asian countries, which
have disrupted international flight
operations. He noted that these
developments have left a large
number of Kannadigas and other
Indians stranded, particularly at
major transit hubs such as the UAE
{Dubai).

In his post on X, the Chief Min-

WE shall leave no
stone unturned for
the safe return of
Kannadiga people,
and the Government
stands with the
citizens firmly
-Siddaramaiah,
Chief Minister of Karnataka

ister urged citizens to register with
the Indian Embassies immediately
and shared helpline numbers to ex-
pedite assistance. The UAE toll-free
number is 800-46342 and What-
sApp 4971 5430 90571; for Bahrain,
+973-39418071. Karnataka resi-
dents can contact the SEOC at 080-
22340676 or 1070.

The CM added, “We shall leave
no stone unturned for the safe re-
turn of Kannadiga people, and the
Government stands with the citi-
zens firmly."” — BMB
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Stranded Indians return
safely as UAE fllghts resume

Among those to
arrive back home are
Karnataka Legislative
Council member

SL Bhojegowda and
badminton star

PV Sindhu

ndians, including several

Kannadigas, who were

stranded in the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) following fight

cancellations triggered by the
Israel-Iran conflict, have begun
returning home, bringing rellef to
families in Karnataka. Meanwhile,
the Kempegowda International
Airport in Bengalumi on Tuesday
seét up a dedicated Help Desk at
the kerbside of Terminal 2 to
assist passengers amid ongoing
disruptions to flight operations

A flight that departed from
Dubal on Monday night landed
safely at Kempegowda International
Ajrport near Devanahalli in the
early hours of Tuesday, Among
those on board were Karnataka
Legislative Council member SL
Bhojegowda and badminton star
"V Sindbiu

Speaking to reporters after his
arrival, Bhojegowda said he had
travelled to South Africa and was
returning to Bengaluru via Dubai
when the situation cscalated. “Only
after reaching Dubai did 1 learn
about the problem. Initially, there
was a delay In departure. Later, we
were informed that the flight had
been cancelled. There was such a
heavy rush at Dubai alrport that
there was hardly any space,” he said.

He said Union Minister 1D
Kumaraswamy contacted him and
arranged hotel accommodation.,
“There was a bombing near the

A family stranded in Dubai amid the US-Israel conflict with Iran, arrives at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport in New Delhi, on Tuesday

hotel as well, Later, we were shifted
to a safer location, Even then,
there was constant concern about
safety,” he said. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Minlsters
Krishna Byre Gowda and HK Patil
also called to enquire about the
situation, he added.

Recalling tense moments,
Bhojegowda said he heard
explosions while speaking to
Krishna Byre Gowda over the
phone, “Three missiles fell at that
time. A bomb fell near Burj Kha dll;l
but it did not have much impact,
he said. Even on the morning of
departure, he claimed, explosions
were heard and the flight route was
altered due to security concerns.

Another passenger, Gautham,
sald he experienced fear as strikes

were taking place, though he did not
witness explosions directly, He said
several of his friends remain stranded
as flights are fully booked. He,
however, praised UAE authorities for
maintaining security and managing
the situation effectively.,

I'he Kannadigas Helpline team,
led by non-resident Kannadiga
patron Ronald Colaco, extended
support by collecting details of
stranded Individuals and appealing
for urgent government assistance.
The team expressed readiness to
bear emergency expenses and urged
those requiring medical help to get
in touch.

At Kempegowda International
Airport, the Help Desk is managing
passenger queries and providing
support until airline representatives

After days of
uncertainty, several
Indians including
Kannadigas reached
Bengaluru as airport
authorities managed
delays and assisted
affected international
passengers

arrive. It is coordinating ground
transport, emergency services and
peneral assistance. Basic amenities,
Including chairs, drinking water,
snacks, medical aid, sanitary pads,
charging stations and wheelchairs
on request, have been arranged to
ensure passenger caomfort during
disruptions. —IANS
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Air cargo agents write to Centre,
seek demurrage charge waiver

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 3 March

Alrcargo agenis have urged the Ministry of
Ciwvil Aviation (MoCA) to direct cargo ter-
minal operators (CTOs) to walve demur-
rage charges — fees levied when goods
remain at alrport terminals beyond the free
storage period.

This comes as export consignments
remain stranded due to flight dlsruptions
following military strikes by Israel and the
United States on Iran.

In a letter dated March 2, the Air Cargo
Agenis Association of India (ACAAT) said
exporters and air cargo stakeholders
are facing “pressing challenges™ due
to the recent geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

The association noted that the prevail-
ing situation has led to “dismiptions in inter-
national flight operations, including route
restrictions, diversions, schedule irregular-
ities and operational constraints at certain
CVErseas airpores.”

Last Saturday, Israel and the US
launched military sirikes on Ifan, promp-
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A woman whowas stranded in Dubal arrives at Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport

PHOTO: PTH

ting retaliatory action and halting commer-
cial airtraffic across partsof the Middle East.
These include strikes targeting neighbour-
ing nations such as Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates (LIAE),

Several countries have shut or restricted
portions of theirairspace, forcingairdines to
cance] flights.

ACAA] said the fallout has resulied
in export cargo "remaining siranded at
airport cargo terminals across India”.
This is becanse scheduled uplifiment —
the loading of cargo onto aircrafi for
international transport — has been
adversely affected.

“The delays in upliftment are purely on
account of external factors beyond the con-
trol of exporters, customs brokers or air
cargoagents,” the letter said.

Under the existing tariff framework of
CTOs, which manage cargo handling facil-
itles at airports, demurrage charges
become payable when cargo remains in
terminal facilities beyond the stipulated
free storage period.

However, ACAAl described the
gimation as "an exceptional and
unavoidable disruption in the global air
logistics chain.”

It cautioned that levyving demurrage
“would impose an unjustified fAnancial
burden on exporiers.”

The association hasrequested the MoCA
to Issue suitable puidance to CTOs to grant
waiverof demurrage charges on export con-
sionments that are unable to be sent due to
flight disruptions or alrspace constrainis for
the affected period.

“Such a facilitative measure would pro-
vide timely rellef to the exporting commu-
nity and help maintain continuity and
confidence in India’s air cargo trade during
this challenging phase,” it said.
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Returnees reach Hyd, fares high;
India to operate 58 flights today

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 3

An Oman Air fOight, the
first from the Gulf region
after the war broke out,
landed at the Shamshabad
airport at about 3 pm on
Tuesday. It was followed by
an Emirates flight at about

8 pm., Family members
received the returning pas-
sengers with deep emotion.
The Oman Air aircrafl car-
ried only about 30 passen-
gers, as the fare was said to

be very high.
The civil aviation min-
istry late on Tuesday

evening said Indian carri-
ers had operated 24 flights

on Tuesday, Emirates and
Etihad nine flights each. It
said Indian carriers were
planning 58 [ights on
Wednesday, including 30
by IndiGo and 23 by Air
India and Air India
Express.

® Pg 7: IndiGo to run 13 UAE
repatriation flights
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Al Express ops, IndiGo
relief flights start today

NEW DELHI/DUBAI,
DHNS & AGENCIES

ir travel to West Asia

A continued to be impact-

d with Indian airlines

on Monday cancelling 357

services even as Air India an-

nounced thatits operations to

and from Muscat, including

services from Mangaluru will
resume on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, IndiGo plansto
operate 10 special relief flights
fromJeddah tovarious Indian
cities on Tuesday to bring back
stranded passengers.

In Dubai, the United Arab
Emirates said it will resume
“limited” flights at Dubai and
Abu Dhabi airports on Mon-
day.

Long-haul carriers Etihad
Airways and Emirates, based
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, and

budget carrier FlyDubai, said
they would operate select
flights from the country

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation in Delhi said in a state-
ment that it was continuously
monitoring the situation in
West Asia, which remained
rense following militaryaction
by US-Israel against Iran.

“Due to the ongoing situa-
tion, 357 flights planned for
operation today were can-
celled,”it said on*X". Altogeth-
er, around 760 services were
cancelled due to airspace
restrictions that set in on Sat-
urday following the military
escalation in the region,

Through the Passenger
Assistance Control Room
(PACR), it said a total of 559
grievances have been ad-
dressed during this period.
» Flights, Page 3B

Al Express ops, Indigo relief flights start today

Flights, from Page 1

Thiswasdone through AirSe-
wa, social media platforms
and dedicated helpline calls,
in coordination with airlines
and stakeholders concerned.

Passengers are advised to
check official airline chan-
nels for accurate updates
regarding cancellations and
rescheduling,

For assistance, it said fli-
ers could contact the PACR
helpline numbers at 011-
24604283/24632987.

Separately, Air India Ex-
press said itwill resume flight
operations to and from Mus-
cat starting Tuesday with
scheduled services to Delhi,
Kochi, Kozhikode, Mangalu-
ru, Mumbai and Tiruchirap-
palli.

The first Air India Express

flight from Muscat will oper-
ate to Tiruchirappally, depart-
ing at 10.25 am local time.

However, an Air India
Express spokesperson said,
flight operations to Bahrain,
Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE remain suspend-
eduntil 11.59 pm on Tuesday.

The IndiGo website showed
thatitsservices continue to be
impacted with 162 cancella-
tions on Tuesday.

Ithasalsocancelled 1365ser-
viceson Wednesdayand 150n
Thursday.

Officials also said Air India
and Air India Express can-
celled over 110 services on
Monday while SpiceJet can-
celled at least 20 flights. Aka-
sa Air did not operate eight
flights. Mumbai airport saw
116 cancellations while Del-
hi had 87, Bengaluru 72 and

Chennai airport 28.

Air India on Monday said it
has extended the suspension
ofallits flights to and from the
Middle Eastfor March 3while
its scheduled operations to
US, Canada, Europe and UK
have commenced.

Indian Association of Tour
Operators (IATO) said travel
bookings for routes linked
to West Asia have witnessed
20-25% cancellations and re-
scheduling. Tension in the re-
gionalsohad animpactonthe
shares of airline companies
and tour and travel-related
service providers, which saw
adecline.
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42 flights to West Asia
cancelled at KIA on Tuesday

Helpdesk set up
at airport to assist
passengers

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

total of 42 flights were
cancelled ar the Kem-
gowda International

Airport (KIA) on Tuesday, due
toairspace restrictions in West
Asia.

With 21 arrivals and depar-
tures each cancelled, flights to
Abu Dhabi, Rivadh, Jeddah,
Dammam, Dubai and Doha
were majorly impacted. There
were no flights scheduled until
midnight to the impacted sec-
tors, shared an airport repre-
sentative,

Despite the prevalent air-
space restrictions, hopeful
passengers trickled into the
airport in an attempt to return
to the Gulf for personal or pri-
Vare reasons.

A family of five drove all the
way from Salem to drop off a
single family member. “I was
originally supposed to leave
for Dubai on Sunday. I had
booked my Hight from Coim-
batore, but that got cancelled.
finally found an Emirates flight
from Bengaluru and booked
the tickets, but my family was
still unsure, so they all came to
dropmeoffincasetheflightgot
cancelled again,” said Shaziya,
whowas heading backhometo
her hushand after spending a

Terminal 2 at Kem_pegowda

nterﬁétimal irport wears

deserted look on Tuesday evening. bH PHOTD/ASRA MAVAD

month in India, Her Mlight was
eventually cancelled.

Another family of four, also
meant to take the same flight
to Dubai, dejectedly returned
home after receiving the can-
cellation message. Passengers
were miffed about not receiv-
ing cancellation messages in
advance.

To assist passengers and
provide on-ground support,
KlAhassetupahelpdeskatthe
kerbside of Terminal 2. Banga-
lore International Airport Lim-
ited, the airport operator, has
set up chairs, drinking water,
chargingstations, sanitarynap-
kins, wheelchairs, and medical
assistanceat the help desk.

On Monday night and Tues-
day early morning, Etihad and
Emirates airlines began lim-
ited operations to Abu Dhabi
and Dubai, respectively, with
restrictions,

However, a flight to Dubai
scheduled for 4.30 am, carry-
ingonly UAE nationalsand res-
ident permit holders, returned

due to airspace closure, an air-
portrepresentative informed. [t
waslater postponed todepartat
6.40 pm, and again postponed
to 7.35 pm. The airport opera-
tor refused to provide further
details abour the flight’s oper-
ations.

LS
[SATHYA

Enterprise
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Travel firms scramble as airspace
closures strand Indian travellers

HRITHIK KIRAN BAGADE
BENGALURU, DHNS

ouroperatorsand online
travel companiesin India
are scrambling to man-
age the fallout from airspace
closures over West Asia, as
thousands of travellers face
uncertainty and cancelled
flights. “Passenger confidence
and booking behaviour get af-
fected by changesin departure
times, reroutes and advisory
updates,” said Indian Associa-
tion of Tour Operators (IATO)
President Ravi Gosain. Headd-
ed that to aid travellers, tour
operators are providing flex-
ible rebooking options, while
working closelywith airlinesto
keep them informed.
Companies have ramped up
operational measures. Make-
MyTrip hasincreased custom-
ersupportcapacity by 2.5 times
and is leveraging Al to deliver
timely updates, whileixigo has
initiated proactive Voice Al
calls to travellers whose plans
may be affected. EaseMyTrip
Co-founder Rikant Pittie ad-
vised passengers on X to keep
return rravel plans flexible.
According to Gosain, the
travel industry has strength-
ened crisis response systems

after previous disruptions, en-
abling better operational flex-
ibility for travellers navigating
these uncertain times,

The disruptions come amid
escalating tensions in West
Asia, where missilesand drone
barrages by Iran toward tar-
gets in the Gulf, aimed at US
military assets, have forced
temporary closures of key
transit hubs including Dubai,
Abu Dhabi and Doha. This has
broughtone of the world’s bus-
iestaviation corridors toanear
halt, stranding thousands of In-
dian travellers and disrupting
over 1,000 flights to and from
India in three days, according
toindustry-tracking sites.

“The airspace shutdown in
specific regions of West Asia
resulted in 100% flight cancel-
lations for Gulf-bound flights
from India operated by Emir-
ates, AirIndia, IndiGo and Eti-
had Airways, among others,”

Gosain said.

Bloomberg reported that
Indian carriers are among the
hardest-hit outside Wesrt Asia,
with 357 flights cancelled on
Sunday alone and over 250
cancelled at Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Chennai air-
ports on Tuesday, With West
Asia handling over 50-60% of
India-Europe transit traffic,
these closures have created se-
vere bottlenecks across global
aviation networks.

Air India, for instance, said
on X that it has “resumed
flights to the USA, Canada,
Europe and the UK, prioritis-
ing safety, while temporarily
suspending operations to and
from the Middle East until
2359 Hrs (IST) of 3 March
2026".

Outbound tourism has also
suffered, particularly with
summer approaching. The
UAE received about 8.6 million
Indian travellers in 2025, with
11.9 million passing through
Dubai International Airport.
Attractions such as Burj Khal-
ifa and Dubai Mall make the
emirate a preferred destina-
tion, but airport closures and
uncertainty have forced many
travellers to cancel or defer
plans.
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Air Bridge AmidFire

Indian airlines step
up flight operations
to Gulf, but schedules
remain disrupted

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Indian airlines step-
ped up relief services and opera-
ted limited commercial flights
between India and West Asia Tu-
esday, even as airspace disrup-
tions continued to roil schedules
amid the [ran war.

Carriers deployed widebody
aircraft so as to carry more pas-
sengers and operated special re-
patriation flights. They also war-
ned passengersnot to head toair-
ports without confirmation on
their flights.

“Special arrangements are be-
ing made to facilitate the move-
ment of stranded passengers,”
the Ministry of Civil Aviation sa-
id in anewsrelease Tuesday. Air-
lines are deploying additional
capacity and coordinating with
foreign aviation authorities and
Indian missions abroad to ensu-

e “safe and orderly passenger
movement”, it said.

Indian airlines have planned 58
flights on Wednesday, including 30
by IndiGo and 23 by Air India and
AirIndia Express, theministry sa-
id in a late evening update. So far,
1,221 flights by Indian carriers and
388 by foreign airlines connecting
destinations in India have been
cancelled duetothe ongoing situa-
tion, the ministry said.

WhileIndiancarriersare increa-

Relief Ops Inten5|fy

= Widebody aircraft
deployed to
maximise capacity

= Special
repatriation
flights in operation

singly deploying capacity to bring
citizens home, continued suspen-
sion of hub operations in Dubai
and Abu Dhabi threatens to pro-
long the travel deadlock for inter-
national transit passengers. The
situation remains fluid, tethered
to prevailing airspace conditions
and the issuance of emergency
permits by aviation authorities.
Major Gulf airlines are operating
only limited relief services.

IndiGo said on Tuesday that it
would operate 10 special relief
flights from Jeddah to India du-
ring the day, “subject to required
approvals and prevailing airspa-
ce conditions”, and was coordi-
nating with the Consulate Gene-
ral of India in Jeddah. The airli-
ne said it is “progressively reins-
tating selectflights” includingto
Athens, Muscat, Jeddah and Ma-
dinah, and advised passengersto
waitfor confirmation before pro-
ceedingtotheairport.

Air India deployed higher capa-
city widebody aircraft Tuesday
and said it would do so Wednesday
as well. A Boeing 777 with close to
350 seats departed Mumbai for
Jeddah Tuesday evening. The air-
line said it would operate a Boeing
7879 with around 300 seats from
Delhi to Dubai and a Boeing 787-8
with over 250 seats from Mumbai

m Govt coordinating
with foreign aviation
1 authorities & Indian
missions

Flight Plan
(Wednesday)

m 58 total Indian
flights planned

= 30 - IndiGo

m 23 - Air India &
Air India Express

to Dubal early on Wednesday. All
return sectors are expected to ope-
rate at full capacity, arriving in
Mumbaiand Delhi Wednesday.

SpicedJet operated three special
flights Tuesday from Fujairah
and said it would fly three more
to Mumbaiand Delhi Wednesday
and again Thursday. The airline
also said it also cancelled 42
flights till Thursday.

Low-cost Air India Expresssaid
it will continue scheduled flights
to and from Muscat Wednesday
and operate additional services
to Delhi, Kochiand Mumbai.

Accordingtodatafromaviation
tracking firm Cirium, around
9,000 flights have been cancelled
globally between February 28
and March 3 (Tuesday).

Gulf carriers haven’t resumed
commercial operation. Etihad
Airways said all scheduled com-
mercial flights to and from Abu
Dhabi remain suspended until
1400 UAE time on Thursday,
March 5, though some repositio-
ning, cargo and repatriation
flights may operate with appro-
vals. Emirates said flights to and
from Dubai are suspended until
2359 UAE time on Wednesday,
March 4, with a limited number
of repatriation and freighter
flights operating.
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Inside Akasa's

big plans
E E Inan exclusive
e = chatwithET
b b A4 Prime's Tarun
[ "-'"-1&. 2 Shukla, Akasa
s AirCEQVinay
Dube gives an
unfifterad ook at the airfing’s
growth ahead, timedine for new
orders of Boeing planes, the
recent leadership exodus, its IPO
roadmap despite heavy losses.
and the new pllot Mying norms
announced by the regulator,
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Airline Stocks Slide
Further; Fuel Price
Spike in Focus

Alrlinestocks in Astaand

Europe extended losses

on Tuesduy with carriers

monitoring fuel price spl-
kes and passengers scramhbling to
find flightsoralter native routesout
of west Asia Major Gulf hubs in
cluding Dubai, the world's busiest
international airport nnd normally
handling more than 1,000 flights a
day, remained clesed for a fourth
day, leaving tens of thousands of
passengers stranded. Bantas Air
ways' shares fell for a second day,
closing down LB%. Japan Alrlines
Shares of Japan Alrlines closed
down 6.4%, while Korean Air Lines
dropped 10.3%, its bigpgest drop sin-
ce March 2020, Cathay Pacific sha-
res cloged down abotit 3% . Sharesof
major Chinese carrlers Air China,
Chinn Eastern Alrlines, and China
Southern Airlines, all closed down
between 2% and 4% in Hong Kong
and Shanghai. In Europe, shares of
Wizz Air, British Airways owner
IAG, Lufthansa and Alr France
KLM were down around 5% to 7%
Sharesof US. carriers United Alrll-
nes, Delta Air Lines, American Ajr-
lines and Sputhwest Airlines were
down between 3% and 4% in pre-
market trading. Revters
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Aviation sector
bears cost of war

Alrlirms in India went through probably their worst
year in 2025 post Covid, hit by an air crash which killed
260 people, and in November. unable to adhere to the
regulator’s Right duty dme limitation norms, the country’s
largest airline was forced to cancel hundreds of jts flights.
The West Asia crisis sparked by the Israel-US-Iran conflict
has deepened the woes of an already beleaguered aviation
sector, hitting the India-Gulf corridor, one of its busiest
routes, which carties lakhs of business and lelsure
travellers and migrant workers. The crisis has triggered
multiple flight cancellations, with airlines expected to
incur losses of hundreds of crorves, in addition to ICRAS
forecast of an Rs 17.000-Rs 18.000 crore loss in FY26.

The aviation turbine fuel, which accounts for 40 per
cent of a normal fare, is expected to rise further because
of the oil shortage and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
It is one of the most serategically important waterways in
the world because it is the primary maritime gateway for
Gulfoil and gasto global markets, with no full like-for-like
alternative route ensuring that anyv prolonged disruption
will keep fuel costs elev-
ated. According to the | Constant shocks
International Alr Trans- | Jike this will
part Association, long- ;
haul and Gulf mutes CD?EEE?IHE. to
{where Alr India, IndiGo, | wndermine the
ﬂnt}l a fE:j*f others oper- | {ndustry, which is
ate) end o generate ; 5
Highier profits’por T infamously _
senger than typical do- | Anown for beinga
mestic sc]rcmrs I gn graveyard for
average, airlines in India PO
Aeotin o tnlo o0 e domestic airlines,
cent of their revenues from international routes,

As domestic air fares are highly commoditised, airlines
in India will be forced to pass on higher costs to inter-
national passengers rather than to domestic passengers,
thereby increasing air faves and making them less com-
petitive against major international players, which have
deeper pockets and can absorb higher costs, at least for
some time, 1o defend market share. If the conflict in West
Asia drags on for months, Indizxn airlines will have to rede-
sign their network plans for West-hound operations and
use northern routings via Central Asia or Russia, further
adding o costs and stretehing already weak balance
sheets. Crises like these also underscore how fragile the
Indian aviation ecosystem is, which is entirely dependent
on the ineptitude of state-run agencies. The ability to
bounce back from such a scenario will take much longer
than expected, and repeated shocks expose how little pol-
icy and regulatory reform have done to build resilience.
The Open Skies polley, which allowed private enterprises
to operate airlines, is over three decades old, and the
needle hasn't moved much towards a better, more effi-
cient, and more robust industry.

Constant shocks like this will continue to undermine
the industry, which is infamously known for being a
graveyard for domestic airlines, with at least one commer-
cial airline on average poing down every 115 vears over
the past three decades, even excluding cargo and non-
scheduled players,
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Special flights from Gulf land
in Capital, tliers recount ordeal

Gargi Shukla and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For Madhuri Dwi-
wedi, who managed to escape
conflict-hit Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, on flight through
Oman's capital Muscat to reach
Delhi, the past 72 hours have
been so chaotic that she forgot
to inform her daughters’ teach-
ers that they would not be able
to attend online classes on
Tuesday.

“On Sunday, 1 received a
message from my daughters’
school that classes would be
online on March 2 and 3, and
would continue unless tensions
in the Gulf improved. We
reached Muscat yesterday, so
my daughters attended their
classes. As we were uncertain
about our travel plans to India
and only secured tickets this
morning, | completely forgot to
inform their teachers,” said
Dwiwedi, who returned to
India along with her husband
and two daughters, both below
the age of three. The family has
been settled in Dubai for the
past six years.

While Dwiwedi travelled
through Muscat, others
secured special flights from
Dubai to India. The third spe-
cial flight carrying around 150
Indians from Dubai landed at
Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi
International Airport at around
12.50pm on Tuesday.

The special flights came
even as operations at Delhi air-

port remained impacted for the
fourth consecutive day due to
airspace restrictions amid the
escalating conflict in West
Asia.

As of Tuesday, four special
flights — one on Monday even-
ing and three on Tuesday —
had reached Delhi, carrying
over 1,100 Indians from Dubai.

Though limited flights have
resumed from airports in the
West Asia, at least 80 flights to
and from Delhi were cancelled
on Tuesday. Additionally, over
200 flights, including domestic
services, were delayed.

“Of the 80 cancelled flights,
36 were departures and 44
arrivals. The situation has
started improving as two
flights from Dubai landed on

Tuesday,” an airport official
said.

According to FlightRadar24,
a flight-tracking website, more
than 200 flights were delayed
until Tuesday evening, with an
average delay of 15 minutes.

At least 87 flights were can-
celled on Monday and 104 on
Sunday.

Delhi airport wrote on X:
“Given the changing geopoliti-
cal situation in [West Asial,
some westbound international
flights may be subject to delays
or operational adjustments.”

[t asked passengers to check
the latest updates with their
respective airlines before trav-
elling to the airport and, if nec-
essary, consider alternate
routes or connections sug-

L i

Relief, joy as stranded Indians
from Gulfland at the Delhi
airport. Operations at IGIA
were hit for the fourth day
amid flight curbs due to the
West Asia crisis. SANCHIT KHANNAMT

gested by the airline.

Airport officials said addi-
tional help desks were set up in
the international security hold-
ing area and departure fore-
court, and quick reaction teams
were deployed across check-in,
boarding, arrival, transfer, and
ticketing areas.

“Advisories are being issued
on social media platforms in
real time. Airport staff are also
distributing water bottles, tea,
and refreshments via mobile
food kiosks,” the official quoted
above said, adding that hot
meals and hygiene kits are also
being provided.

“Further, additional reclin-
ers and medical teams have
been made available. Over
3,000 bags belonging to pas-

sengers whose flights were
cancelled have been returned
so far,” the official added.

For four-year-old Shamik
Vahishta and his parents Arv-
ind (35) and Deepa (34), the
end of their week-long vacation
to Dubai was nothing short of
dramatic, said Arvind.

“We were supposed to return
on February 28, but our flight
was cancelled at the last min-
ute. At first, we planned to wait
at the airport for the next avail-
able flight, but after receiving
alerts and announcements to
stay indoors, we decided it was
safer to move to a hotel,” said
Noida-based Arvind.

“We're truly grateful to Air
India. It felt like a covert evacu-
ation. Around 10pm on Mon-
day, we received a call and
message about a morning
flight, though they said it was
still a 50-50 chance. We told
them we were ready to take the
risk,” he added.

Repeated announcements
and non-stop sirens were
unsettling, said 34-year-old
Hardik Doshi, describing the
scene at Abu Dhabi airport
early Tuesday.

“I went on a company-spon-
sored leisure trip last Wednes-
day and was scheduled to
return on March 1. Around 400
employees from different
departments were on the trip.
After the cancellations, we
were all split up. No one knows
how many have returned or are
still stuck at a hotel in Dubai,”
said Mumbai-based Doshi.
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{ EVACUATION EFFORTS }

India to operate 58 flights to Middle East

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian govern-
ment announced Tuesday that
airlines will operate 58 flights to
the Middle East on March 4 and
are deploying additional capac-
ity to evacuate tens of thousands
of passengers stranded by wide-
spread regional conflict.

“Special arrangements are
being made to facilitate the
movement of stranded passen-
gers, with airlines deploying
additional capacity where
required and coordinating
closely with foreign aviation
authorities and Indian missions
abroad to ensure safe and
orderly passenger movement,”
the civil aviation ministry stated.

The government's interven-
tion comes as the scope of the
war expands during its fourth
day, triggering massive global
and domestic aviation disrup-
tions. More than 12,300 flights
have been cancelled worldwide
since Iran's first retaliatory
strike, paralysing major transit
hubs such as Dubai and Doha,
according to aviation tracker
Flightradar24.

In India, the escalating crisis

Relief for stranded fliers

3 relief and

repatriation
flights operated on

March 3 - 24 by Indian
carriers and 9 by foreign
aitlines.

These included flights by
Air India, IndiGo, Air India
Express, Spicelet, Akasa
Air, Emirates and Etihad.
Flights connected India
with the UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Oman.

involving the United States,
Israel and Iran has resulted in
1,221 cancellations by Indian car-
riers and 388 by foreign carriers
to date. The civil aviation minis-
try figures, tracking disruptions
since February 28, show Indian
carriers cancelled 104 interna-
tional flights on Tuesday alone.
Over the past three days, 1,117
international flights were
grounded. Globally, the cancella-
tions continue to reverberate as
out-of-position aircraft and crew
members force carriers to run
special evacuation flights.
Domestically, Indian carriers

flights scheduled for
Wednesday.

operated 24 flights on Tuesday.
The scheduled 58 flights for
March 4 include 30 by IndiGo
and 23 by Air India and Air India
Express. Additionally, Emirates
and Etihad operated nine flights
from the Gulf region in the pre-
ceding 24 hours.
Notwithstanding the planned
operations, Air India stated on
the social media platform X: “In
view of the continuing situation
in the Middle East, Air India has
extended the suspension of most
flights to and from the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Israel and Qatar
until 23:59 hrs IST on 4 March

2026."

The ministry noted that
Indian carriers have undertaken
calibrated schedule adjustments,
progressively resuming long-
haul operations through alterna-
tive routings to avoid restricted
airspace. The government is
continuously monitoring air-
fares to prevent undue price sur-
ges. “All airlines have been
advised to maintain transparent
communication with passengers
and ensure adherence to regula-
tory requirements concerning
refunds, rescheduling and pas-
senger assistance,” the ministry
stated. Indicating a slight
improvement in the region, the
UAE economy ministry said the
country is establishing safe air
corridors allowing up to 48
flights an hour.

More than 80 additional
flights are scheduled, providing
a capacity exceeding 27,000 pas-
sengers, the ministry stated.

There are close to 9 million
Indians in the Gulf countries,
and another 10,000 in Iran apart
from hundreds, and potentially
thousands, of Indian citizens
caught at West Asia airports that
function as crucial stopovers for
longhaul flights.
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An Indlan who was stranded in West Asia due to the ongoing
U.S.-Israel-Iran conflict, being welcomed by family members upon
his arrival in Mumbai on Tuesday. PTI

Special flights bring
164 from Maharashtra
to Mumbai from UAE

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

As many as 164 residents of
Maharashtra, who were
stranded in the United
Arab Emirates due to the
ongoing conflict between
the United States, Israel
and Iran, returned to
Mumbai on Tuesday even-
ing. The airspace in West
Asia has been restricted
since the conflict escalated
on February 28.

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said that
the Maharashtra govern-
ment has arranged two air-
craft to bring back the peo-
ple of the State stranded in
Dubai. “All efforts were
made [by the government]
to bring back the citizens

of the State stranded in Du-
bai,” he stated in a release.

Two flights took off from
Fujairah International Air-
port at 3.30 p.m. and 4.30
p.m., carrying 164 passen-
gers, including 84 Pune-
based students from Indira
School of Business Studies,
who were on an education-
al tour to Dubai.

Both Star Air flights ar-
rived in Mumbai between
5.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Besides the 84 passen-
gers from Pune, others are
from Thane, Murbad, and
Ahilyanagar. Shiv Sena
MLAs Murji Patel, Dilip
Lande, and Mangesh Ku-
dalkar have received the
passengers at Mumbai air-
port.

4 MARCH 2026
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After partial reopening of UAE airspace,
over a dozen flights land in Kerala

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The partial reopening of the
UAE Flight Information Region,
the designated airspace man-
aged by the UAE General Civil
Aviation Authority, along with
the operational Omani airspace
and the Jeddah Flight Informa-
tion Region, which covers the
western airspace of Saudi Ara-
bia, has provided respite to
stranded passengers in West
Asia, with airlines operating
special services with military
approval.

Kerala received over a dozen
flights from different locations

in West Asia, mainly carrying
stranded passengers. Spicelet
also announced special flights to
key cities in India from Fujairah,
including to Kochi on Tuesday.

Speaking to The Hindu, a se-
nior Air India source confirmed
that the airline has received per-
mission to operate special
flights on a case-by-case basis
with military approval.

The airline operated the first
Indian carrier flight from Dubai
to New Delhi amid the ongoing
crisis, bringing back 149 strand-
ed passengers. It has also re-
ceived approval to operate
flights from Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi. These are not scheduled

commercial services, but spe-
cial flights.

Air India Express has an-
nounced that it resumed full-
fledged flight operations to and
from Muscat on Tuesday. An Air
Arabia flight from Thiruvanan-
thapuram to Abu Dhabi also de-
parted at 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday.

Emirates flight returns
Meanwhile, an Emirates flight
from Bengaluru to Dubai, which
departed at 4.30 a.m. on Tues-
day returned due to airspace
restrictions. Flights to and from
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and Sau-
di Arabia remain suspended for
most parts of the day.
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Airlines are operating over
12 special flights to several
cities in Saudi Arabia, UAE

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Indian airlines, including
IndiGo, Air India, Air India
Express and Spicejet, are
operating over 12 special
flights to various cities in
Saudi Arabia and the UAE
to bring back passengers
stranded due to the esca-
lating conflict in West Asia.

The airlines will operate
special flights on Wednes-

day also.
Providing relief for hun-
dreds of passengers,

whose travel plans have
been disrupted by the cri-
sis, Air India Express res-
umed its services to Mus-
cat (Oman) on Tuesday,
and IndiGo will restart ser-
vices to Muscat, and Jed-
dah and Medina in Saudi
Arabia on Wednesday.

Air India is operating
two special relief flights to
Jeddah and Dubai with
wide-body planes on Tues-
day, and another such
flight to Dubai from Mum-
bai on March 4.

On Tuesday, Air India
Express operated three
special flights — Dubai-Ban-

Safe return: An Air India fl|ght carrying several Indians frr::m Dubai
landed in New Delhi on Tuesday. X/@AIRINDIA_NEWS

galore, Abu Dhabi-Delhi
and Sharjah-Mumbai -
apart from the regular ser-
vices to Muscat.

“Air India Express will
continue to operate its
scheduled flights to and
from Muscat on March 4.
Alongside regular services
to/from Delhi, Kochi, Koz-
hikode, Mangaluru, Mum-
bai, and Tiruchirappalli,
we will also be operating
additional flights to Delhi,
Kochi, and Mumbai,” the
airline said in a statement.

IndiGo said it was oper-
ating four repatriation
flights to Jeddah, and
another flight is expected
to be operated to Muscat.

Meanwhile, more than
250 flights were cancelled
at the Delhi, Mumbai, Ban-
galore and Chennai air-

ports on Tuesday, officials
said. Indian airlines have
cancelled 1,117 internation-
al flights in the past three
days.

Air India operated a
flight from Dubai to Delhi
carrying 149 passengers on
Tuesday.

As many as 143 cockpit
and cabin crew members
of Air India and Air India
Express who were strand-
ed in Dubai returned to the
national capital in another
Air India flight AI918D on
Tuesday.
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Oil shock, airspace closure test IndiGo’s hard-won recovery

=z,
feecihackimiemant com

hares of Intertilobe Avi:
S ation Lid (Indito) fell
the miost amieng Nifty0
constituents on Monday, slid
ing over 5% amid a broader
sell-off trigered by tensions
in West A= Beyond the spike
incrude oil prices, airport clo
sures acrass the region, lead
ing to widespread flight can
cellations, areset toweighon
the airline"s profitability.
The markestswere deosed on
Tuesday for apublic holiday.
Brent, which hovered
around $60 a barrel in carly
Jamary, dimbed o872 by 25

February on expectations of
military action against lran.
Since the conflict began, it hos
surged to over S50, The risk
could intensify if shipping
throwsh the Strit of Hormue,
a comduit for roeughly 200 of
global oil lows, faces
exctended disruption,
Acvording to JM Financial
Institutional  Securities,
Indifio'seamingswould con
tractabout % forevery35-a
barre] inerease in Breni pri
s, assuming a stable mpee.
Pressure is already baild
g, Domestic oil marketing
companiesraised miation tur
birse fuel prices by 6% month
on-month in March, a move

inverse relationship
IndiGo's profits are expected to drop if cude oil prices spike.
impact of crude oll price change on IndiGo's earmings

Fr I8 EPS estimaies {in ¥

Sourre: Comparny, & Fnonciol

that willaffect fourth-quarter
(QEFY 200 earminggs, Curmenicy
volatility compoundsthe risk.
Inditio had indicated that

m
mn
o
I | 179

‘ )
B E= o = Bl B
Crude oif price {in § per bamel)} ———————————=
FYIE estymores ot F50 per dollar; EFS & aomengs per share

mint
SATIGH KRR MIRT
every one-rniper depreciation
against the dollar increases
costs by about $900 crore due
o forex exposure.

The airline is grappling
with significant disruption
from airport closuresin West
Asia, with imtermational routes
accounting for nearly 30% of
its total capacity. IndiGo
reportedly cancelled abowt
200} intermational flightson 2
March, close to 0% of itsdaily
operations.

The setback cames just as
the airline was regaining its
fesosting sfter severe disnuption
in December. when a pilot
shortage bed to widespread
cancellations amd delays.
Inditio recovered lost market
share. gaining 40 basis
points month-on-month (o
GA.6% in January, inline with

Nowvember levels, accordingto
data from the Directorate
Cieneral of Civil Aviation.

The stock is down about
23% fromend-November lev
els and trades ai 225 limes
estimated FYZ7 earnings,
based on Bloomderg data_

“A swift de-escalation
wotld likely see operations
and bookings normalize
quickly, but a prolonged dis
rupsion risks capacity rmtion
alization, margin compres
sion, and estimate down
grades.” said a JM Financial
report. The duration of air
spacecurbsand the tajectary
of crude are likely to deter
mine the stock's direction.
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Airline fined 21 cr for cancellations

Court rejects Akasa Air contention over advance payment, travel firm wins damages suit

UDAYAN KISHORE & Mew D=l

A Delhi court has directed
Akasa Air to pay £1.08 crore to
a city-based travel agency for
cancelling 640 seats booked for
travel between Delhi and Goa
during the peak Christmas
and New Year season of 2003
24, The court held that loss of
expected profits was recover-
able where the performance of
a contract was “wrongfully
prevented”.

The court ordered SNV Avia-
tion Pvt Ltd, which operates as
Alkaza Air, to pav the amonnt (o
ABS Tour & Travels. The agen-
cy contended that once Passen-
ger Name Records (PNRs) were
generated, a binding contract
had come into existence. It ar-
gued that the abrupt cancella-
tion deprived it of the opportu-
nity to sell tickets during the
festive season, when airfares
typically surge.

The lawsuit was filed after
the cancellation of eight group
PMNRs comprising 640 seats
booked in April 2023 for travel
between December 23, 2003 and
January 13, 2024. The bookings
covered flights from Delhi to
Goa and return during the
high-demand Christmas and
Mew Year period.

According to the travel agen-
ey, it had paid 256 per cent of the
total booking amount—

T4 82 280 —through the airline’s
agent portal, following which
the PNE= were gonerated. How-
ever, on May 29 2023, the aidine
cancelled all eight PNEs. Thead-
vance amount was subsequently
refunded in August 2023,

The agency argued that once
the PNEs were issued upon re
ceipt of the advance payment,
a hinding contract had been
formed. “The abrupt cancella-
tion, monthe before the balance
payvment was due, deprived it
{agency) of the opportunity to
sell the tickets during the fes-
tive season when fares typical-
Iy surge,” the suit stated.

It further submitted that,
based on fare data for the rele-
vant period, ticket prices had
risen to approximately ¥ 17,000
per seat. This, it claimed, re-
sulted in a total loss of profit
amounting to <1.08 crore.

In its order, the conrt ob-
served that the PNRs were gen-

erated after receipt of the 25 per
cent advance and that no notice
demanding any shorifall in pay-
ment was issued before the can-
cellation. “In the absence of
proof of a binding contractual
stipulation permitting such
cancellation, the airline’s ac-
ton amonnted to breach of con-
tract,” the judge held.

The atrline defended its deci-
sion, contending that for group
bookings exceeding 70 passen-
gors, a 50 per cent advance pay-
ment was requinred at the time
of booking, whereas the plain-
il had paid only 25 per cent.
It also argued that the claim
for damages was speculative,
as no tickets had actually been
sold, and pointed out that the
advance amount had already
been refunded.

However, the court rejected
the airline's defence, noting
that no document was pro-
duced to establish that a 50 per
cent advance condition was
applicable at the time of book-
ing. At the same time, the
court declined the agency's
claim for interest at 18 per cent
per annum, observing that
there was no contractual stip-
ulation supporting such a rate
and that the claim related to
unliquidated damages. It also
rejectad the claim for damages
on account of mental agony
and harassment.

Travel portal,
airline pulled up
over refund

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE @ Mew Dainl

A Delhi consumer comimission
has directed Malaysia Airlines
to refund 65802 to a city resi-
dent after his relatives’ interna-
tional tickets were cancelled
during the Covid-19 pandemic.
The South Delhi District Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission also imposed costs on
MakeMyTrip for deficient serv-
ice and false assurances.

The panel said both entities
made the complainant “shuttle
between the two" for his right-
ful refund despite repeated re-
quests. In ite February 2 order,
the commission dirvected the
airlines to refund the money to
the resident, Karan Pradeep,
and directed Malaysia Airlines
to refund 65,802 with interest
at 6 per cent per annum from
March 13, 2000,

MakeMyTrip was ordered to
pay ¥ 25000 for deficient serv-
ice, and both parties were di-
rected to jointly pay 230,000 to-
wards compensation for mental
agony, harassment and litiga-
tioh costs.
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‘Very scary watchmg missiles flying overhead’

S LALITHA i New Delhl minal 3 at 10.58 am. onded it stating that though the Dubai very
A source said, “Wemobilised situation was quite frighten- expensive
MUCH to the relief of the huge all our resources promptly and  ing, they felt safe_ “We had gone
Indian diaspora in West Asia utilizsed the opportunity to fly Pazsengers from Dubai told tty Duhal A%
Indian carriers transporting back stranded passengers from  news agencies that they were e
passengers from Dubai, Jed- the Dubai International Ajr-  relieved (o return to India, par- i
dah, Abu Dhabi and Muscat port at the earliest when we  ticularly inlight of the scaring SETENT A
reached Terminal 2 of the In- heard one flight could be sent.”  living costs in Dubai after the Scheduled for
dira Gandhi International Aijr- It comprised only Air Indiapas- erisis erupted. A passenger Fetuuary‘m,
port (IGIA) on Tuesday after a sengers who had booked tickets ~ said, “The situation is quite 2nd that's
three-day gap in operations, but could not travel earlier due  normal: there's not much ten- Whenall this
Additionally another ight l ir to the raging crisis. sioh, but due to flight cancella-  happened, and
with 143 cockpit crew of Alr In- Passengers from Dubai, Jeddah, Abu Passengoer Mohamad Adil tions and other things, people OUr flight got
dia and Air India Express, who  0Ohabi and Muscat reach Delhi | exeess Said, “There are no issues in  are facing financial impacts. cancelleda
were stuck in different cities in Muscat as such. The atmos-  Staying there is very expensive.  Passenger told
the Gulf, also reached Delhi. the first flight by an Indian op-  phere in Oman is totally peace-  Air India guided us completely  this newspaper.
While Indian airlines have erator to reach India from West ful.” A passenger from Abu The government there is pro-  He said living
cancelled 1,221 overseas flights  Asia was AI 916D from Dubal.  Dhabi said it was *a very scary  viding as much help as it can.”  expensesin
over the last three davs and for-  Without any intimation regard-  experience watching missiles Delhi airport had 80 interna-  Dubai suddenly
eign carriers have cancelled 388 ing its arvival the Dight carry-  constantly being intercepted in - tional cancellations, of which becamie very
flights due to the raging crisis, ingl149 passengers reached Ter-  the city Another passenger sec- 36 were deparfures. expensive.




HTTaT Tﬂqﬁrﬁz:_uﬁ::m

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESARIT DELHI 4 MARCH 2026

il 3 -3 werge A it |t YRR B A A e

gaé'éhw m@a‘tﬁﬁwaﬁuﬁtm

e e/ feeet

gard T W ATl w1 e
e e 1 e derEm
w1 T Ree e e
UARI6S I Haw
11 &3 faresit vardrd @

149 ot qEw 4|
sinfta T
I 210 AW
THA a7 fTa W)
saTet At 7 fufzs
£z 1 "t wTE aErE
# 1gE WS heta R i
H1 47 Wl T2m 4, faad
il =R WA = T | 1
9 e Ft 4 s 33
sTTATl = =TTy = & fer

I.

#feen i wa e vy
* 143 #iwfUz o S 5
T | e wm e O BH g

feeett 2 80 BH 15T

trf:m wrs‘mnaﬁmrﬁ
=t aftarer g s &
3T§ T %1 80 SfreTa SE
e Al U sfhaET A
5it 44 s TzE s &)
&Y & dFand frw e ww A

o | FAE |/ Fe wiEEl A uid
#= T e ®twim & #
WY 7 IAA WER AR
uTeTda ® gife ot s
fem # 1 srg wret-seE
Femee A =2 o 3 s

e = S el e ot
gy g A aod W o
e His[E) BTed # 3T
I A ST TR R 1w
T AEE TUE i O
=t 1 AT T W e
frman



AIRFORISAUTHORITY OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

INDILA

THE STATESMAN DELHI 4 MARCH 2026

AirIndiabringsback149
passengers from Dubai,

IndiGo startsrepatriation
flights amid West Asia crisis

Indlan expatriates retuming from Abu Dhabl arrive at Gl
Alrport In the capltal on late Monday night.

[SMS)

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dellif, 3 March

Air India on Tuesday said it
operated a special flight from
Dubai to New Delhi, bringing
back 149 passengers and eight
crew members amid the
ongoing situation in West
Asia,

In a post on social media
platform X, the airline said
flight AI916D was the first
flight by an Indian carrierto
arrive in the national capital
on Tuesday under the current
circumstances,

The airline described the
arrival as a “heartwarming
moment” as stranded
passengers and crew returned
home safely.

Air India thanked the
Government of India, the

/he Statesman

DGCA, and local authorities
in Dubai fortheir cooperation
in Facilitating the flight. The
airline said it is closely
monitoring the evolving
situation and will continue
toextend all possible support
toits passengers. Meanwhile,
IndiGo announced the
commencement of repatriation
flights and a gradual resumption
of scheduled operations.

Ina press statement issued
on Tuesday, IndiGo said it
has begunrepatriation efforts
in coordination with Indian
authorities and respective
governments in West Asia
and Persian Gulfregion. Four
repatriation flights are cumently
en route to Jeddah, and one
flight is expected to operate
to and from Muscat later in
the day.

Wed, 84 March 2826
https://epaper.thestatesman.con

&
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Limited flights offer glimmer of relief

SANJAY MANIDAL AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Calcntta: Emirates, Ethad
Alrways and fiydubal an-
nouncead on Monday that they
wioild resume a llmlted num-
ber of filghts from thelr West
Aslan hubs of Dubai and Abun
Dhabl to repatriate stranded
travellers.

Two Etihad flights from
Abn Dhald landed in Delhi and
Mumbal on Monday night.
The Abu Dhabl-Delhi flight
took off at 3.55pm IST, carry-
ing 210 passengers, and land-
ed In the natlonal capltal at
£.79pm.

A PTI video showed re-
leved arriving passengers
thanking the authorities for
bringing them back safely,
Their relatives were seen
welcoming them, exchanging
emotlonal hugs.

One passenger told PTI:
“We could see missilos belng
Interceptad constantly. Thers
was not a very visible impact
in Abu Dhabl.” Another said
she, too, saw missiles. “The
EOVETTIMENt there Was cooper-

ative,” she added.

Other afrlines are also re-
suming lmited services. Alr
[nilla has resumed all Mghts
to Surope, the UK, the US and
Canada through alternative
rowtes from Monday, although
‘West Asla operatlons are vet to
restart. Alr India Express will
resime Oights from Muscat,
Oman, from Tuesday. Reports
indicated that IndiGo would
start limited operations from
Jeddah.

Alr travel was disrupted
after Israeli and US attacks on
Iran and Tehran's response,
foreing the closurs of alrspace
across parts of West Asia since
Saturday. Alrports in Dubai,
Abu Dhabl, Doha and Sharjah
wiere shixt down as a result.

Passenger safety
Stranded passengers 1n the
reglon are reportedly belng
transported from hotels to
alrports In “closed buses™ as
A socurity precaution. Tens of
thousands of travellers world-
wide, particularly in West
Asia, remain stranded.

In Deil, the Unlon govern-

Stranded Indian passengers arrive at the Delhi airport
from Abu Dhabi on Monday night. (PT1 picture)
B Flames in the sley: City trader stuck in Dubai. Page 9

ment said: “Special arrange-
monts are bolng made to facll-
Itate the movement of strand-
ed passengers, Alrlines are
deploving addiHonal capacity
where required and coordingt-
Ing... with forelgn aviation au-
thorities and Indian misstons
abroad to ensure safe and or-
derly passenger movement.”

Alrfares have surged on
almost every route because of
tha crisls.

Emirates announced that

it wonld operate a limited
number of filghts beginning
Monday evening (March 2),
Customers with prior book-
ings are belng accommodated
first, 1t sald. The alrline urgod
DasSengers not to go to the air-
port unless notified, stating:
“All other Rights remain sus-
pended untl further noties.”
The atrline advised trav-
ellers to continuously check
thalr Mlght status, review up-
dates oh emirates.com, and

maonitor ematls for changes or
cancellations.

Earller 1n the day, Emlr-
#tes and Edhad had sald op-
erations would be closad be-
calse UAE alrspace was off
Lmits until 2pm on Tuesday
local tme (3.30pm IST).

Alr India Express will
resume operations to and
from Muscat starting Tues-
day (March 3), with sched-
uled services to Delhi, Kochi,
Eozhikode, Mangaluri, Mum-
bal and Tiruchirappalll, “The
first flight from Muscat will
operate to Tiruchirappalll,
departing at 10.25 hours ocal
time," the airline stated.

Afr India officials said they
wore operating all Mghts from
Iniia to Europe, the UK, the
US and Canada via alternative
routes. Reuters reporied that
IndiGo has plannoed 10 special
fllghts from Jeddah to India on

Civil aviation ministry
sources sald Emilrates In-
formed the directorate gen-
eral of civil aviation (DGCA)
about the Hmtted resumpiion
of Mghts to Inda. “The Inttlal

plan 15 to operate some fllzhts
to Delhi, Mumbal and Ben-

galuri," a sounce said.

Calcutta status

Calcutta alrport authorltles
have not yet recelved lnfor-
mation on flights o the City,
Sources sald Emirates alone
has nearly 2,500 passengers
stranded In Calcutta and
Dubail due to cancellations
since Saturday.

The DGCA met with West
Aslan alrline representatives
in Calcutta to assess cancelled
flights and stranded passen-

Between Monday and
Tuesday morning, all flights
between Calcutta and West
Asla were cancelled. Elec-
tronic display boards at both
arrival and departure lovels
showed “cancelled” for Efthad
services, The 8pm fllght from
Abu Dhabi and the 8 55pm
flight to Abu Dhabl were can-
celled.

Plight of stranded
Sanfib Mondal, 28, a resident
of Murshidabad and a pastry

chef in Rivadh for the past
three years, was schedulad to
travel w Riyadh via Abu Dhabl
on Monday. He learned about
the cancellation only after
reaching the alrport “I had
a connecting filght from Abu
Dhabl t0 Riyadh on Tuesday
marning, but hoth flights were
cancelled as the alrspace 1s
closad,” he sald,

Mondal, who returned
home on a month-long vaca-
thon, sakd his re-entry visd ex-
pires on March 8. “If my visa
expires, it will be difficult for
me o return. I spent 71,200 1o
reach the alrport. Amidst the
War situation, my parents,
who are in thelr 60s, are wor-
ried for me,” he sald.

Mohammad Imran. 36,
from Hihar, was waiting near
Gate 5B to travel to Abn Dhabi
to calebrate Eld with frlends.
“When 1 checked the last up-
date on my phone, it showad
cancolled, but my travel agent
asked mo to visit the alrport
for confirmation. The display
board confirmed {t,” he said.

Addditional reporting by
Amiya Komar Kishvalha
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Limited flights resume, risks remain

OUR BUREAU

Caleutta/New Delhi: Timit-
ed flight operations between
India and some citles of West
Asia resumead on Tussday but
thousands remaln strandod as
the alrspace disruptlons con-
tinmed, as the US and Israsl's
conflict with Iran entered the
fourth day.

Evacuation filghts operat-
ed between cities of India and
parts of West Asia ke Dubat
and Oman, but some of the
fights from India had to return
midway because of security
threats In the alr, sald sources.

According to sources, at
least three Dubal-bound Emir-
ates Mlights from Delhl, Chen-
nal and Bengalura returned
after take-off due t0 alrspace
restrictions.

Omne flight from Mumbal
‘was, however, able to land 1n
Duhbat.

Al Calcutta alrport, all
flights to West Asla destina-

tions ke Dubal, Abu Dhabl
and Doha continued to remain
suspended on Tuesday. The
alrport officlals sald there was
no information on whether
any evacuation flight from
Wost Asla would be operat-
Ing to the clty. Hundreds of
Calcuttans are stuck in West
Aslan cities at the moment.

Amid the chaos and cancel-
lations, Indian carrers intiat-
ed relief measures. IndiGo has
schaduled 10 special flights
from Jeddah to India.

“In Nght of the evolving
sttuation in the Middle East
and Perslan Gulf, IndlGo has
Degun its repattiation efforts
altened with the relevant an-
thorities In India and the re-
spectlve governments. Four
such fllghts are nOW enroue
to Jeddah, and one is expect-
od to be operated to/from
Muscat, later In the day," sald
an IndiGo spokesperson.

From Wednesday, more
scheduled fights and seat ca-

The Calcutta airporton Tuesday. Special flights to the
city have not started vet. Picture by Bshwarp Durtia

pacity are expected to be of-
fered.

The IndiGo spokesperson
said operadons are expected

o resume o Muscat, Jeddah,
Madinah in West Asia and
Athens in Evrope, depending
on safety clearances.

“Furthermore, for March
4, repatriation flights to sta-
tioms In the TAE (United Arab
Emirates) are belng worked
upon, However, it will depend
on the local simation and the
necessary approvals,” sald the
[N Go spokesperson.

Akasa Alr sald it operat-
ed select sarvices to and from
Jeddah on Tuesday and plans
0 a0 50 on Wednesday as well,
following a comprehensive
safety review. It will operate
Services on the Mumbal-Jed-
dah-Mumbal sactor:

Splcadet will also operate
speclal Mghts to facilltate the
return of Indlan nationals
strandad in the UAE.

Spicedet chalrman and
managing director Alay Singh
sald: “In such diflcult times,
our foremost priovity is to help
Indian citizens who wish to
return home, We are gratefil
to the concerned authorities
whose coordination has made
these speclal Mights possible"

AMIYA KUMAR
KLSHWAHA

New Delhi: Many passengers
who were stranded In several
countries of the war-ravaged
West Asla returned to India on
Tuesday after a fow national
and Internatonal carriers car-
ried our some speclal flights to
bring them back.

Passongers arriving in
Delhl recounted moments of
intense fear and trauma, de-
scribing how the sounds of at-
tacks loft them shaker.

Alr India brought back
stranded passengers from
Dubai on a Aight landing at
the Delhl alrport on Tuesday
maorning, ferrying a total of
140 passengors,

This was the frst flight
operated by an [ndlan carrler
for the homecoming of passen-
gors amid the ongoing situa-
ton In West Asla.

Earfier in the morning, 143
cockplt and cabin crew mem-
bers of Alr India and Alr India
Express who were stranded 1n
Dubai safely arrived back in
Dialhi on another flight.

Oman Alr, Saudla and

Safe return
for stranded
Indian
passengers

Emirates also operated Mghts
to the natlonal caplial, carry-
ing many strandad passen-

Oman Alr's Muscat-Del-
m flight landed In Delhl at
1:A80pm, Saudia’s Rivadh-Del-
hi flight landed around Spm,
While Emlraces’ Dubal-Delhl
fltght landed at 2:40am.

Many passengers ex-
pressed slghs of rellef after
PetUring to the coUnry while
sharing a territying ordeal of
uncertainty after belng stuck
In the Gulf couniries.

“1 saw missiles belng inter-
cepted in the sky. [ heard lond
explosions and saw smole. It
wis frightening,” Plvush, who
was stuck in Dubai, told re-
porters. He returned to Delhi
on Tuesday afternoom.

Plyush was golng to Lon-
don for his honeymoon. He
and his wife were taking
separate flights, and his wife
could not leave the country
because the war had already
broken out, He had got stuck
in Dubat because of a three-
hour layover, The sltuation
turned tense when he landed
there.

Plyush, who had tled the
knot on February 14, was
weleomed by his mother and
wife at the Delhl airport after
returning from Muscat via an
Oman Alrways filght,

After being stuck in
Dubai, Pivush decided not to
walt and clvose an alternative
route. He travelled by road
from Dubal to the Hatta bor-
der, crossed Into Oman, and
from there managed 0 secure
aflight back o Indta.

Other passengers sald the
Journey was tough, although
the sttuation in the Guif coun-
tries was normal

One passenger complalned
of facing Ananclal 1ssues due
to continuous flight cancella-
tions, and staying there was
VEry expensive.
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NTPC dividend

B NEW DELHI: State-owned
aleciriclty generator
NTPC on Friday sald it
has pald the powar minis-
try #2688 58 crore in the
second interim dividend
for FY26. A ceremontal
cheque was handead
OVET t0 power minister
Manohar Lal by compa-
ny officlals on February
27. The power ministry
has also decided to st up
A search-cum-selectlon
COT thés? 10 100K for the
head of NTPC. rm
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23 Gulf-bound flights
cancelled at SVPI

Times News NETwoRk

destinations intensified
on Monday, with 23 arri-
vals and departures cancelled
at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International (SVPI) Airport,
affecting both outbound and
inbound passengers. Airport
officials said the cancella-
tions were linked to airspace
restrictions and operational
uncertainties in parts of West
Asia. On average, nearly 40
flights operate weekly betwe-
en Ahmedabad and Gulf co-
untries, including Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Muscat, Jeddah and
Doha, making the region one
of the busiest international
corridors from the city
With services temporarily
hit, several passengers either
deferred travel or explored al-
ternate routes. Airport autho-
rities set up help desks at Ter-
minals 1 and 2 to assist pas-
sengers with rebooking, re-
funds and advisory updates.
Airlines also set up their own

Flight disruptions to Gulf

ANI

On average, nearly 40 flights
operate between A'bad and Gulf
countries every week

helpdesks. Officials said airli-
nes are coordinating with tra-
vellers directly through SMS
and email alerts.

Travel operators in the ci-
tv reported a visible slow-
down in fresh bookings. “Ma-
ny customers are putting the-
ir plans on hold, and some are
cancelling travel to Dubai and
other Gulf destinations for
now,"” said Ankit Bajaj, a city-
based travel company owner,
“There is uncertainty around
return schedules, so families
and leisure travellers especi-
ally are choosing towait.”
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4,30AM BUT TURNS BACK DUE TO AIRSPACE CLOSURE | PASSENGERS START COMING HOME IN BATCHES

Emirates flight returns after taking
off; 42 services cancelled at KIA

HithyaMand yam
@timesolindia.com

Bengalura: Flights at Kem-
pegowda International Adr
port (K1A) continned to reel
under severe disruption Tu
esday as the ongolng alrspa
oo mestrictions led to dozens
of caneellations, foreed an
internmtional fight to turn
back mid-nir, and left thou
sands of passengers g
ling with uncertainty across
key Gull routes.

IRAN CRISIS

ra M from Shivamogga,
works at a constro
"Whanw
eo bsstes mned cin
we were worried \\hn[hnr we
wonld resch home. Land ing in
Bengnlury feels like s second
b for mie,” hie s

Sabah Praveen Gowda
from Bengaluru said, “My
parents kept colling every
hour. There was tension be
caise [lights we thing
cancelled. When the aircraft
touched  down, EVErYOnE
clapped. We are just grateful
1 ack aafe.”

Asof Tuesday afternoon, RELIEVED JD(S) MLC Helplul airport staff
gl-_- Mlights (21 & ..mlll;-L MNARRATES ORDEAL A l.,-.-nu;. of u.urh |.m|'e-_;,.,n
epartures) were cancelle : 3 nals returning from &8 busi-
In'il'.'llim'u! restricted airspa 1005} legisiator Bhoje Gowda, ness trip described similar
ce affecting key routes to whur('h.mrdfrmhlﬂuhu_ uncertainty.  “There were
West Asin. The worst-hit sec Tnudwrrwnlnuafmhemg constant  ARNOURCEments
tors included Dubai. Abu stranded for three days, said nbout airspace restrictions
Dhabi, Riyadh, Jeddah, Dam he was relieved on retuming W were not sure if our con.
maimn, aid Doha, disrupting 1o Bengalur, Narrating the nection would operate, The
ponnectivity between Benga- ordeal he went through, he airport staff here handled
Turst and Gull hubs that acco- md"uwh"elwu_ha'l"u things well and gulded usqu
unt for a significant share of F ' breaktast at my Iriend's place, ickly” said Sandesp Rao, a
labour and transit traffic < e e g f3_1  Iheard bomb explosions three professional
1 {he woe hours of Tues.  THe first Abu Dhati-8engaluru fight after alrspace disruptions landed  times, The blasts created fear Alrport olfichils said ape:
day, Emiratesflight EK569 on at KiA Monday night. bringing home a number af stranded indians m‘::::mw:ﬂmm clal assistance wis provided
the Hengalura-Dubal route toelderly Easengers, Gmill
was itm-ﬁ:l to return shortly IK PASSENGERS RHUHH TO SA E! u break outanytime. At b s with ]‘Lildron&llmd those
afler departure toairspa » Despite outbound > As they re- » Meanwhile, flight m,mhmh{:ﬁ.ﬂﬂ neviding medical suppoet
ceclosurs. The flight tookoff | uncertainty, 1,053 turned tosafety, operations at KiA gg?;”:ér'!” mf;‘;m:‘i:; Sources indicated that coor-
ut d Mam before refurningto | jnbound flyers flyers described  continued to be womumuﬂ'-th‘_“mnm dination between airlines
Bengaluru as a precaution landed in Benpakry  sleepless disrupted, with 21 Rk ground handlers, and air
Theunscheduled returnCi | g Guif ks, nights,repeated  arhalsand21de.  suppliesfirISto0daysidd G, ContTol autharities
tional terminal, with anxic- '"“'”‘,‘Wm“"’"" fa“f""m'.‘"‘s partures 5":"3“.*‘1 nat eapect that we would rations. Given that hobs
1S PASSED alting upda Dubai and 213 andgmohnnal SQ‘\'EI"EI)’ ﬁ"m m{umsnsmfl.ﬂyﬁnd‘sqmne. as Dubal and Abug Dha
tes. After adelay of 16 hours, | from Abu Dhabi landings key Gulf routes weareback,” he said, a5 nu.wl transit po-

the Alight ultimately toak off
again it B.30pm

Fhrl.'n- return, kin relieved

el to waiting families. Star-
ting Momday night, 1,053 pas-
sengers arrived [rom Gulf

wid by a Dubai gervice with
490 pessen arly mor-
ning, Later in the evening,

transiting  through Dubai
firoam the war-hit reglon

the air-
as felt
1-bsostraed

space restriet
nat anly among G

m 85 outhound opera-  destinations. Emirates flight EK568 lan-  ‘*Second life for me® passengers but also among
llulll. remained uncertaln, An Abu Dhabl Night bro-  ded with 350 passengers, in I il ol sleep progesly e thoss connecting o Europs,
inbound flights brought reli-  wght in 213 passengers, folle-  cluding several Knnnadigns  threedays,” said Roghavend-  North Ameriea. and Africa
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IndiGo announces flights between
Chennai and Réunion Island

Tines News NETWORK

Chennai: IndiGo has an-
nounced thrice weekly, di-
rect flights between Chen-
nai and Réunion Island, a
French overseas territory
in the Indian Ocean, from
April 29,2026,

The airline will operate
its Airbus A320 aircraft on
the route.

With this, Réunion Is-
land becomes IndiGo’s 46th
international destination
and its 13th from Chennai -
a key gateway in South In-
dia.

Customers can plan and
book their travel through
IndiGo's official website
www.goIndiGo.in, maobile
app, or authorised travel

partners. Located between
Madagascar and Mauriti-
us, Reunion Island is re-
nowned foritsdramatic vol-

FROM APRIL 29

canic landscapes, UNESCO
World Heritage-listed natu-
ralsites such asthe Piton de
la Fournaise, and a vibrant,
multi-cultural society
shaped by African, Europe-

an, Indian, and Asian influ-
ences,

Home to asignificant In-
dian diaspora, the island is
gaining popularity among
Indian outbound travellers,
including luxury vacation-
ers, honeymoaoners, adven-
ture seekers, nature lovers,
and bespoke MICE groups,
all drawn by its distinctive
blend of nature, culture,
and immersive experienc-
es.

Vinay Malhotra, Head
of Global Sales, IndiGo,
said, “Known for its diverse
landscapes, pristine coast-
lines, and rich multicultu-
ral heritage, Réunion Is-
land offers travellers a dis-
tinctive and immersive ex-
perience.”

4 MARCH 2026
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Scheduled, charter flights
to be used for repatriation

-;br:mesnl'mhmn

New Delhi: India ks working
to repatriate thousands of
travellers stronded in Wost
Asian eountries such as the
UAE atel Qatar sinee Fob 28,
using @ mix of charters and
scheduled Nlghts from near
by open airspace points [e
Saurdi Arabiaand Museat
Withscheduled Might= can:
celier] sl places like UAE, sh-
ports there — ncluading Pu
hat's two hubs — are giving ’
charter shots, DA Tuesday EUM.‘. DRIVE: Al brought back 143 cockgit and cahin crew rnembers
asked Indian carrlers and  of its and Air ndia Express flights who had been stranded In Duba
nom-scheduled  operators 1o
seek as munny s possible. lodi
an carriers plan 54 flights on
March 4. including 30 by L
Goand 23 by Air India yroup
“dirlines aml non-sched
uled operators hoe  been
warned not io hike fares, I
stranded passengers holding
tickets travel on the same nir-
e, meo Cee e Ve remee sbaeald
be charged,” officials suid af-
ter a mesting called by [GEA
vhiel Faiz Ahmed Kidwal
Themeeting followed & da-
tkled reyview by the FMO on
the West Asin orisie covering
vt bor o Ird s ond the
impact on foel supply and
ahipping. Aviation secretary
Sumir Sinha and or offi:
ciaks from home, external &f-
Falis, defenoe, petroleuimn ani
shipping ministries sttended
In eoordination with the
MEA, Sinha and Kidwai have
drwwm up a repatrintion plan
that hinges on the evolving
situation. Addines will ge
morning and ovening updstes
on charter slots secured from
UAE, apart fom schedubed
Rights to Soadi and Muscat.
Tesakay evening saw some
prominent  Indian  business
lescers fly In ona of the first
piivae jel imoveeis allowed
to Inidia from Dibal World
Central (Dutais  secondary
alrport) to Delhi Bebng an In-
dinn-registered  Bombardier
Global 6000, the alicaf had e
tnkeo the longer route homs, by-
possing the L'nl-uamnaLr:-n-w
Ajr Indin has begun de-
playing whilebady sirceaf, in-
chuding Boeing 777  and
B7A7s, from Delhl and Muom-
bl 1o Jeddah and Dubsid, ex-
pected to opersts at full capodc-
Ity on releen seclors. hdkGoe
operated flights toJeddab mnd
Muzeat anid ks working on s
vires fo UAE stations, Al Ex-
press, SpiceJetand Aknsaalso
operyied fLights to the reglon
The primary strategy is
recovery of crew and alreraft
inWest Asin after which evae-
nation and passenger recov-
ery flights through Jeddah,
Museat amd other alrports
will scale g ollieinls sdded




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 4 MARCH 2026

Airfares to

West Asia,

Europe soar
amid conflict

T'puram: Alrfares to West
Aska and Europe have shaot up
because only alimited number
of flights are operating due to
the ongeing lran versus LIS-1s-
rael war: Pecgple who had book-
ed trips for summes holidays
have begun to enguire wheth-
er it is safe to travel 1o the re
giens in March, Apriland May
As several flights are can-
celled in Dubial, one of the big-
gest transit hubs, the return
alrfare to Ewrope and the U5 is
maore thin Rs 2 lakh via Doha
and ather transit airpores from
Thiruvananthapuram and Ko-
chi The airfare to Londen is
s LBlakh to Rea kakh for trave]
in the coming days. Similariy
Nights to New: York are prioed
Rs17lakh to Rs 4 lakh through
multiple transit alrports,
Oneway fare to Muscat a
relatively safe destination, is
eurrently ol Rs 60,000 from Thi
ruvananthapuram ami Kochi,
An  ailine official =aid
those stranded in the stite and
thosewhohad to travel becansa
of emergency have started to
ook Leisure travel bookings,
Including group towurs o West
Asin Jsrael Europe and US. are
being reschedubed, he mided
People trovelling dee to emer-
genchs and to return to work
are preferring o travel via
Southeast Asinand Hong Kong.
Bejoe Jose ol Indlan Asso
clation of Tour Operators
said, “There are only limited
Mights to UK and US. This has
pushed up the fare. Many hove
switched to flights that go
via Singapore or Hong Kong.”
Travel and tour aperators
are dlso not able to plan or
manage refunds and addition-
il charges because foreign
mirlines are resdy to offer
refunds only until chi 5
Thotigh thers are no can-
eellations for tours booked for
West Asia for April and May,
there wers enquiries abouot
whether [t is safo to travel, es
pecially mfter the US presi-
dent's statement that the con
fict may Inst for four weeks,
Alargenumberof peoplefly
via Dubai in March-May On
Wednesday 14 arrivals and 13
depariures are canceled al Thi
ruvananthapuram airport. e
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24

flights backhome,

58moretolandtoday

SHEKHAR SINGH

iU HIEE & es SHlV IR

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

Limited flight operations
between India and parts of
West Asia resumed on Thes-
day, even as multiple flights
were forced to retirn mibd-aic
widespread cancellations con-
tinued and thousands of pas-
senpers remamed stranded.
with airlines opemting restnct-
ed services due tothe ongoing
airspace closures triggered by
the Irn-UUS conflict.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion is continuoushy monitor-
ing the evolving airspace sit-
uation and i#ts mpact on
international flight operm-
tions. So far, 1,221 flights by
Indian cargers and 388
flights by foreipn carriers
hawve been cancelled due to
the onpoing situation.

A total of 24 flights were
operated by Indian carriers
on Tuesday. In addition, Emi-
mtes and Etihad operated
nine flights from the Gulfin
the pd.st 24 huLLrs

Indian carriers are pl.ﬂ'trung
5 flights on March 4, mclud-
ing 30 by IndiGo and 23 by Air
India and Air India Fxpress,

Indian carners have initiat-
ed a phased evaruation of
passengers, Air Indis operat-

80 FLIGHTS CANCELLED

As many as 80 internation al
flights were cancelled atthe
Delhi alrport on Tuesday due
Lo operational disruptions for
airlines. An official said 36
departures and 44 arrivals
were canceled at the air-
part. Over the past three
days, Indian airlines hawe
cancelled 1,221 overseas
flights due tothe erisis.

ed a flight, AIB16D, bringing
back 140 strinded passengers
from Dubai to Delhi at 1058
am IST. the first Indian-oper-
ated repatriation flight since
the cnsis escalated. Another
flight, AT918D, returned with
143 cockpit and cabin crew
members who had been
stranded in Dhubsai,

The airlines indiated that
the zervices would resume
eradually based on real-time
secunty assessments. “Air
Imdia is deploving its wide-
body airemaft with higher
capacity on its services to
Jeddah and Dubai to fadli-
tate the return {]l:lpﬂ..‘; SETLEETS
impacted by the ongoing sit-
uatiom in West Asia,  All
flights are expected to oper-
ate at full capacity on their
return sectors on March 4,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

24 tlights back home..

arriving at Mumbai and Del-
hi, respectively,” =said a
spokesperson for the aidine,

IndiGo said it  had
launched repatrintion opera-
tinns with four return flights
to Jeddah and planned to
resume services to Museat,
Athens, Madinah and other
destinations in phases. The
airline said 13 return flights,
covering 26 sectors, were
expected 1o be restored, sub-
ject to approvals and air-
space conditions. Additional
mepatriation services to UAE
destinations were also being
planned from March 4,

Air India Express resumed
operations to Muscat from
Thiesday, butl services 1o
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Sau-
di Arabia and the UAE
remain suspended until fur-
ther notice. “Air India
Express will continue to oper-
ate its scheduled flights to

and from Muscat onMarch 4.
Alongside regular services
to/from Delhi, Kochi,
Eorhikode, Mangaluru,
Mumbai and Tiruchirappalli,
we will also be operating
additional flights to Delhi,
Kochi and Mumbai,” it said.
Mumbai emerged as a key
arrival hub for evacuation
operations, Avcording to offi-
cials, several repatriation
flights landed throughout
theday. These included Emi-
rates flight EK3506 from
Dubai which arrived at 1.55
prm, Star Air services 558503
and S5h8302 from Fujairah,
which arrived at 730 pm and
8 pm., respectively. and Indi-
Go flights BEBH95 and
GE8636 from Jeddah, which
reached around 11.30 pm
and 11.55 pm, respectively.
Air India Express hipht
IX11156 from  Fujairah
arrived amund 10,55 pm,
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