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'NEW | WINGS | ¥500~-cr for Mamnoor; Centre ready for Kothagudem, city seaplane

Civilian flights likely from Begumpet

NEERAJ KUMAR | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 2

Union civil aviation minis-
ter K. Ram Mohan Naidu
announced that the
Airports Authority of
India (AAI) was ready with
a master plan for the ter-
minal and runway at
Mamnoor airport with a
minimum estimation of
500 crore on getting addi-
tional 280 acres of land
from the state government.

He also announced that
the Centre was ready to set
up an airport at Kotha-
gudem, once the AAI gets
the technical report and
weather details from the

.

state government. The
Begumpet airport may also
open for commercial oper-
ations in the near future,
he indicated. Naidu added
that Centre was planning
to start an amphibious sea-
plane service between
Hyderabad and Srisailam
Addressing a press con-
ference, Naidu appreciated
his Cabinet colleague G.
Kishan Reddy, who was
resent, for acting as a
Eridi.'s' for all the develop-
mental works and pending
issues from Telangana
with the Centre. He said
that the new terminal
building at Mamnoor will
symbolise the great cul-

e

-

Unlon.clvil aviation minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu and BJP

state president G Kishan Reddy at a press conference in

Hyderabad, on Sunday.

ture heritage of the region.
The Mamnoor airport
would help the region
achieve all-round growth,

— 5. SURENDER REDDY

he said. It would have a
2. 800-metre-long runway to
enable the landing of big
jet aircraft. He urged the

state government to speed
up land acquisition and
assured to expedite works
within 2.5 vears as against
the three years required to
complete works of a new
airport, On plans to re-
launch commercial opera-
tions from the Begumpet
airport in Hyderabad, he
said that the air passenger
demand was fast picking
up in all Metros and many
states have been looking
for second airports. He
said the Begumpet airport
may open for commercial
operations.
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BHUBANESWAR
Maiden flight
from Mumbai
toJharsuguda

IndiGo's maiden direct
flight from Mumbai to
Jharsuguda landed at Veer
Surendra Sai Airport on
Saturday, marking a
significant milestone in
regional connectivity.
Jharsuguda MLA
Tankadhar Tripathy
inaugurated the service in
the presence of the Airport
Director, along with officials
from the Airports Authority
of India (AAl) and IndiGo,
The inaugural flight, which
strengthens links between
westem Cdishaand India's
financial capital, carried 122
passengers and was
greeted with a ceremonial
water cannon salute upon
arrival at 1115 AM.
—Ambika Kanungo
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AAI constructs
airports, not state
govts: Union min

SribalaVadlapatia
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A war of words
over the credit for Mamnoor
' Adrport has
emerped betwe
A en the central
and state govts,
Union Civil Av-
iation minister
K Ram Mohan
Naldu said that it is the Alr
ports  Authority of India
(A AL that builds airports, not
state povis,

His remarks followed chi-
ef minister A Revanth Red-
dv's claims on Saturday that
the state govt's consistent ef-
forts had secured the necessa-
ry clearances for Mamnoor
Airport. Duringa press confe-
rence alongside Unlon mini-
ster G Kishan Reddy; Ram Mo-
han Maidu challenged the sta.
te govt to expedite the hanrdo-
ver of land required for
alrport expansion,

He accused CM Revanth
Reddy of being confused,
emphasising thatairportsare
bruilt by the AAL while the sta
te govt is responsible only for
land acquisition. “1 am not
just the minister for Andhra
Pradesh; | am a minister for
Telangana and the entire co-
untry Along with the develop-
ment of Andhra Pradesh, Te
langana should also pro-
gress,” heasserted.

The Union minister noted
that the AAl currently has 696

‘Ready to build 3
new airportsin T"

Hyderabad: Union Civil
Aviation minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu on Sunday also
announced that they are
prepared to construct new
airports in Bhadrachalam,
Ramagundam, and
Nizamabad and that a team
will conduct feasibility
surveys in these areas. tuw

acres of land but requires an
additional 280 acres and men-
tioned that the existing run-
way is 1600 metres long. He
added that a runway of 2,800
metres is needed to accommao-
dateaireraft like the Airbus.

He recalled that Kishan
Rededy had previously attemp-
ted to get the clearances for
Mamnoor Airport under the
UDAN scheme but said that
the state govt did not coopera-
te. He added that the terminal
building would reflect the his-
tory of Kakativasand emipha-
sised that the establishment
of an airport transforms the
landscape of an area. Accor-
ding to the minister; before
1947, Mamnoor Airport was
the largest in the country, but
Its significance declined after
Hvderabaid became the eapi-
tal. Naidu demanded that CM
Revanth explain how Telang-
ana, which was financially
stable when it gained power,
has now fallen into debt,
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DGCA to inspect Noida airport for
readiness to start commercial operations

=
Rohit Vaid
Hawi Dalhi

India’s civil aviation regu
lator will inspect the Noida
International Airport {MLA)
to ascertain its readiness for
the grant of clearance tw
COMIMmEnTe :'ummcrc'ta]
flight operations, sources
told businessitne,

The inspection wall in

clude reviewing the airport's
infrastructure  and - estab-
lished procedures,

The airport is expected to
handle 5-6 million passen-
gers in its first year of com-
merlcinl operations  from

“Generally, it takes 90
durys for the Directorate Gen-
eral of Ciwil  Aviation
(DGCA) o process the wero-
drome application for licens-

ing amd the process is going

on," sources told busfress-
line.

“"However, the final date
will depend on factors, in-
cluding DGCA and BCAS
{Burcau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity} approvals,” they said.

Apart from approvals, the
airport needs to publish the
Acronautical  Information

Publication (ALF),

MANUAL FOR CREW

In technical parlance, AIP is
a manual for pilots and air-
crew detailing  regulations,
procedures and informartion
regarding navigation and air-
space that are required for
operating from a given air-
port.

Besides, a period of 70
days is given for its dissemin-
acion, only after which air-
lines are able o book shots ar
the airport and announce

their fight schedoles, lead-

ing toticket bookings.

Further, a BCAS inspec-
tion is required for anti-sab
otage checks and inspection
of the required apparatus for
anti-hijacking  and  bomb
squad operations.

“No clear timelines can be
given before the inspections
and checks are conducted;
however, we believe that op
crations might commence
anvtime between April and
May,” sources said.

The airport has once be-
fore missed its completion
deadline scheduled at the

end of 2024 due to sourcing

constraints of marerials like
structural steel.

Airline mujor IndiGo is ex-
pectid to he the first passen-
T CArrier Lo start services
from the airport.

The airline had entered
into an agreement with the
NLA
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BlackRock and Citadel in talks with Gautam Adani to refinance $750m MIAL debt:;
Apollo Global Management expected to roll over part of existing exposure

High-Flyers of Wall Street
Circle Over Adani Airports

FINANCIALS (9M, FY25)

Growth Trajectory

Revenue A Total
ADANI AIRPORTS (S
LARGEST PVT = 7,393 cr f}' pa(ssingers
OPERATOR EBITDA EJZ 0Y7m
PORTFOLIO: 2,527 cr =
7 operational Consolidated debt P -
+1 under 26,114cr 3.2
construction

Source: Co presentation

w7

v By -
| = T, i
BER BREIERDIEND R

(FY24)
Revenue

¥4,080 cr

1,700 cr
(adjusted for
full-yr fee
payments)

Source: Fitch

(+23% Y-0-Y)
ADANI GREEN REFINANCES $1.06B LOAN »» PAGE 11

ArijitBarman & Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: BlackRock and Cita-
del, two of Wall Street’'s biggest
names, are in discussions with
billionaire Gautam Adani to
acquire $750 million of debt
that the Adani Groupisseeking
to refinance, said people aware
of the development. A deal wo-
uld be a significant endorse-
ment of Adanifollowingthe US
indictment last November on
bribery and fraud charges. A
Citadel spokesperson said the
information “is incorrect”.
BlackRock, the world’s biggest
asset manager, and Citadel, one
of the most successful hedge
funds, have initiated discus-
sions to buy the debt, said peo-

ple aware of the development.
In 2022, Apollo Global Manage-
ment had purchased $750 mil-
lion of senior secured private
placement notes from Mumbai
International Airport Ltd (MI-
AlL), an Adani entity that owns
and operates Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International Air-
port(CSMIA)in Mumbai. MTAL
in turn is majority owned by
Adani Airports Holdings Limi-
ted (AAHL), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Adani Enterpri-
ses. CSMIA is the second largest
airport in India.

The terms and pricing of that
seven-year paper turn punitive
after April-May 2025, even if the
facility only matures in 2029,

Plan to Raise $750m More

Planto Raise $750m More »» 11

»» From Page 1

This has spurred the ongoing ne-
gotiations, said the people cited.
Apollo isalso expected toroll over
a part of the existing exposure and
continue to stay invested. The
AAHL board passed a special reso-
lution “with requisite majority™
during an extraordinary general
meeting (EOGM) to approve the re-
financing a fortnight ago. accor-
ding to executives.
Additionally, the group is looking
to raise another $750 million at
AAHL to bankroll upgrades and

expansion at multiple airports. Of
this, $300 million will be fresh debt
while the rest will be refinancing,
said the people cited,

Discussions with BlackRock and
Cltadel are ongoing and a deal 1s ex-
pected to get firmed up in the co-
ming dayvs. However, there’s no gua-
rantee a transaction will happen,
the people said. The group isalso ha-
ving discussions with other global
organisations but their names co-
uld not be independently verified.

The group, which has been in the
alrports businesssince 2019, 1s cur-
rently the largest private operator

in India. Its portfolio includes air-
ports in Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Mumbai, Jaipur, Gu-
wahati and Thiruvananthapu-
ram, in addition to the upcoming
one In Navi Mumbai. Collectively,
these airports serve approximate-
Iy 23% of thecountry's passengers.

A Citadel spokesperson told ET
over email, “The information yvou
shared below 1s incorrect. We
can't discuss our investments or
share information about our ex-
posure toany companies but what
yvou heard is wrong.™

The Adani Group, Blackrock and

Apollo Global Management didn’t
respond to queries.

Soon after Donald Trump won the
US presidential elections in No-
vember, Gautam Adani had anno-
unced a $10 billion investment in
the UStocreate 15,000 jobs inasoci-
al media post. The group, which
has no US presence currently, ai-
med to explore petrochemical ven-
tures in Texas besides other avenu-
es. The group has an ongoing 50:50
joint venture with EdgeConneX, a
leading global data centre operator
in the US, to build hyperscale data
centres in India. Following the in-
dictment by the US Department of
Justice (Do), the thinking had be-
en that any US investment plans
that Adani had might get stalled.
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Airports to get international status

CM Dhami also unveiled plans for a new township near Dehradun

uring a pre-budget meeting with in-
D dustrialists in January this year,

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami announced thatthe airports in
Dehradun and Pantnagar would soon achieve
international status.

Jolly Grant In Dehradun and Panmagar in
Udham Singh Nagar are key airports for the
state. Jolly Grant is the primary aimport and the
nearest gateway tolussoorie, while Pantnagar
serves 3 the dosest airport to Nainil,

M Dhami emphasized his govemment's
commitrment to airport exp ansion, aiming o el-
evaie Jolly Grantand Faninagar o inemational
standards. “The Uttarakhand government i pri-

oritising the removal of obstacks to the expan-
sion of bath alrports,” he said. This initatve &
expected o enhance connectivity and boost
tourism, fostering economic growth in the state.

Dhami also umveiled plans for a new town-
ship near Dehradun. The township, to be estab-
Ilshed in Haripur near Kalsl, willfeature modern
facilities to meet residents’ needs This develop-
ment is part of the government's broader
agenda to create sustainable urban infrastruc:
ture for the saie's growing popuiation,

The announcement came after Defence
Ministar Rajnath Singh inaugurated 35 infra-
structure projects by the Border Roads
Organsation {BRO) in Joshimath, Chamof dis-

trict. The projects, including six roads and 29
bridges acossseven states, were completed at
Rs 670 core Singh praised the BRO's dedica-

tion to completing these projects on time,

The chief min ister, echoing Ranath Singh's
sentiments, highlighted the importance of these
infrastructure projects initiated undar Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's |eadership. He noted
that projects like the ChandhamAll Weather Road,
Rishikesh-K arangrayag Raheay Line Fronter Aes
Development Projedt, and Moumtain Range are
vital forthe state’s devetopment and strategic, re-
ligious, and environmental significance.

“Schemes|ike Chardham AllWeather Road,
Rishikesh-Karanprayag Rallway Line, Frontier
Area Development Project, and Mountzin Range
are impaortant for both development and seqs-
rity, " he said.
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Why is the Parandur airport
project facing opposition?

When was the idea of a second airport for Chennai first floated? Why are local residents and
environmentalists against the project? What is the road ahead?

Sunitha 5ekar

The story so far:

ore than three years after its
announcement, the second
airport project for Chennai at
Parandur s finally inching
closer toits iinal approval. The Minister of
Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Kaidu who visited Chennai on February
27, said that the in-principle approval is
likely to be accorded within the next two
weeks, However, villagers, farmers and
environmentalists have been persistently
opposing the priject for last three years,

Does Chennai need a second airport?
A proposal 1o CONStruct a new
international airport for Chennai city was
flosited first in 1998, In the same year,
then Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi wrote
to the Prime Minister seeking to speed up
the proposal for building a second airport

in the city. Subsequently, a site near the
south of Meenambakkam was identified
and the State government mulled on
constructing it under the
Build-Cwn-Operate and Transfer (BOOT)
concept. [ 1995, the ety got close to
goetting the airport as the Centre approved
the international airport proposal at
2,000 crore. In the next couple of vears,
the State government went on o earmark
1,457.5 acres of land just north of the
present airport at Meenambakkam. Some
changes occurred and by 2007, a massive
afrport over 4,820 acres of land with four
runways was planned at Sriperumbudur,
But the project failed o take off.

Now, the Tamil Nadu government has
fnally decided to carch up on lost time
and in 20022, Parandur was chosen as the
sitet for Chennai’s second airport, The
29,144 crore Parandur airport will come
up in four phases with three terminals
and two parallel runways over 217273

hectares of land and will have a capacity
of handling 100 million passengers,

Why is there opposition?

As soon as the project was announced, a
section of the papulation was
disappointed at the government for
choosing a site replete with several
waterbodies, and the threat it could pose
for the environment. Residents of 13
villages who will be displaced due to the
project and farmers staring at giving up
their lands and an uneertain fuiure
started protests almost immediately.
Residents of one of the villages,
Ekanapuram, which will be severely
affected by the project, resolutely
continue to hold protests every evening,
il ey, recording over 950 days of
profest. Environmentalists have strongly
advised against implementing the project
a5 26.54% of the site comprises wetlands.
Experts pointed out how Chennal city,

which has grappled with tloods on
multiple occasions, could bear a serious
brunt of inundation should this project
become a reality. The Kamban canal in
the Parandur area connects NUmerous
water bodies and disturbing its natural
course could canse a serious cascading
effiect on the city during the monscon.

D to the protests and increasing
criticism, the Tamil Nadu government
constituted a committee and a
hydrogenlogical report was subimitted.
This report suggests ways and means o
mittigate Aooding. However, the report hias
been kept confidential and not been
miade public by the government as vet,
adding to the concerns.

What is the status of the airport now?
Land acquisition for the project and a
series of surveys mandated by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change are underway now, But
aite of the major challenges that lies
ahead for this project is receiving the
environmental clearance due 1o the
presence of vast amounts of wetlands in
the site, If the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development Corporation Limited
receives this approval by the end of this
year or early next yvear, then, post land
acquisition, the construction of the
terminals could start. The government
looks to complete the first phase and have
the terminal up and running before the
end of 2028,

THE GIST

A proposal to oonstruct a new
international airpart for
Chennai city was floated firstin
1958 The Tamil Nadu
government has finally decided
to catch up on lost time and in
2022, Parandur was chosen as
the site for Chennai's second
airport.

w

As soon as the project was
annaunced, 8 section of the
population was disappointed
at the government far choosing
a site replete with several
wiaterbodies, and the threat it
could pose for the
environment

-

Land acquisition for the project
arvd & sertes of surdeys
mandated by the Ministry of
Enviranment, Forest and
Climate Change ane undenaay
oW,
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DIAL launches enhanced system
to reduce delays, monitor aircraft

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL), the
operator of Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) airport, on Mon-
day announced that it has intro-
duced a new airside manage-
ment system, which is aimed at
improving turnaround times of
flights and at reducing delays.
The system, called Unified

Total Airside Management
(UTAM), will utilise machine
learning (ML) and artificial
intelligence (Al) among other
features to allow operators to
monitor aircraft movements,
ground service equipment
(GSE), and vehicle activities
with precision, officials said.
“UTAM brings together all
stakeholders, including airlines,
ground handlers, and airport
authorities, onto a single collab-

orative platform, ensuring
streamlined operations on the
tarmac. This smart system con-
stantly collects data, helping
identify issues and triggering
alerts,” said a DIAL spokesper-
son, adding that the system
tracks the movement of every
aircraft.

Further, DIAL said a pilot
project was carried out with
Akasa Airlines to test the sys-
tem's capabilities.
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In poll yr, Bihar govt tables budget
with focus on farm sector, women

Arun Kumar

lettersi® lundustantimes.com

PATNA: Bihar linance minister
Samrat Choudhary on Monday
presented the 2025-26 budget in
the assembly with an outlay of
#3.17 lakh crore, an increase of
¥F38,169 erore or 13.69% from
the previous year, making a
slew of announcements focused
on farmers, women and youth
in the last budget of the Nitish
Kumar government before the
state goes to polls later this vear,

Choudhary, who is also dep-
uty chief minister, said the bud-
get is inspired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's guidance
and CM Nitish Kumar's leader-
ship. “Bihar has come a long
way, leaving behind years of
anarchy, But it still has a lot
more to do,” he said.

In sector-wise allocation, the

budget earmarked maximum
60,964 crore for education, fol-
lowed by 20,035 crore for
healthcare, and 17 908 crore
for urban and rural roads,
Speaking about the state's fis-
cal health, the BJF leader said
Bihar has a revenue surplus of
¥8,83L18 crore during 2025-26,
which is 0.80% of Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP). The
GSDP estimate is ¥10,97,264
crore [or 2025-26 while the fis-
cal deficit has been estimated at
2.98% of GSDP, The total out-
standing debt of the state is
expected to reach 340647612
crore, or 37.04% of the projected
GSDP. Choudhary said that the
budget has proposed setting up
of a "mahila haat” (women's
marketplace) in Patna, besides
“pink toflets” in all districts and
“pink buses” in major cities.
“We also propose the establish-

ment of ‘Kanya Vivah Mandaps'
in all panchayats, which will
serve the needs of poor rural
families with girls of marriagea-
bleage.” he added. The minister
also said that greenfield afrports
will be built at Sultanganj in
Bhagalpur and at Raxaulin East
Champaran. and the Purnea air-
part will become operational
within three months,

A provision of 313,368.47
crore has been made for the
welfare of SC & ST, minority,
OBC and most backward classes
(MBC) and social welfare for
20025-26, For farmers, the state
government, in association with
NEFED and the National Coop-
erative Consumer Federation
(NCCF), will fix the minimum
support price of pulses, he
added.

Bihar is likely to go to polls in
October-November this vear.
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{ SMUGGLING NARCOTICS INTO INDIA }
Brazilian woman held
at airport with 100 pills
of cocaine in stomach

Abhishek Sharan
htmumbal @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has
seized smuggled cocaine valued
at #10.96 crore from a Brazilian
woman who arrived in the city
from Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Fri-
day. The accused, who had alleg-
edly ingested the contraband for
smuggling purposes, was
arrested following the seizure.

Acting on specific intelligence
that a Brazilian national was
attempting to smuggle narcotics
into India, DRI officials inter-
cepted the woman upon her
arrival at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport.
Upon questioning, she allegedly
admitted to swallowing capsules
filled with cocaine.

Subsequently, the accused
was admitted to a government
hospital, where she expelled 100
capsules containing 1.09 kilo-
grams of cocaine through a med-
ically supervised procedure.

The contraband was seized
under the provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985,
and the accused was placed
under arrest.

The DRI has launched a probe
to identify potential accomplices
and to determine whether the
WOITAan was acting as a courier
for an international drug syndi-
cate.

This arrest follows a similar
case in November last year when
the DRI intercepted a Liberian

. - -

The accused was admitted toa
government hospital, where
she expelled 100 capsules
containing .09 kg of cocaine.

national at Mumbai airport. In
that instance, officials seized
3.49 kilograms of cocaine con-
cealed in the false bottom of a
trolley bag carried by the
accused, who had arrived from
Sierra Leone, a country on
Africa’s southwest coast.

Investigators are trying to find
out information on her handler
and her accomplices who were
supposed to collect drugs from
her, DRI sources said.

The central agency has
pressed multiple charges against
her, including smuggling a com-
mercial quantity of drugs, a
charge that could attract 20
vears of imprisonment:
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Delhi airport gets Al-enabled
system to streamline operations

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHL MARCH 3

THEINDYRA Cand hi Inter national
Airport (IGIA) in Delhi has
lanched an Al-enabled system
1o streamiing arside operations,
ineclue ing Bancling and take-off, by
collecting real-time data fom
acrossthe airport

Unified Total Airside
Managerment [ LITAMY the new
Al-powered system, has been
Lainched by Dedh Intemational
Airport Limited or DIAL the op-
erator of IGIA, in collaboration
with Akasa fir, Otherairfines will
be orboanded ina phased man
ner in the next fwo to three
marths, apiess saamentunder-
lired.

“Weare the first airport in
I b i e et thiie advanced
solution. By applyang Al and ma-
chine leamning, wecan predict
and prevent delays, optimise
tumamunds, amd ensure
anoother coordination betwaen
sakeholders like airlines, ground
handlers, and security teams.”
suid Videh Kurmar Jaipurar, CEO,
DEAL

UTAM enables operators o
monitor aircraft movement,
gronnid servwce exupment { GSE)
and vehicle acthaty. 1 then mie-
grates thisreal-time dataand
hetps identify issue-s or delays and
triggers derts o prevent them.

AtlGl airport in Delhi. Arcrve

The system will be leveraging
technologies like Artifical
Intelligence (Af), Internet of
Things (WoT), and radar systams.
The primary goal is o impmoye
operational efficiency and en-
Punce safety acconding to the of -
fickal statement

UTTAM ablows abrport stalll to
see the location of alrcralt and
support vehicles llke baggage
carts and fuel trucks. If there are
any delays, the system immedi-
ately alerts the seafl so they can
ke gquickacion ltalsomaonitors
the time ground aipport eguip-
ment ks o complete tasks, en-
suring that services like baggage
loading and aircraft refueling
happen on schedule, the state-
ment highlighted. The system
tracks whether parldng stands
areinuse or e, haping optirmice

space and resources. Add inonally,
the aystern keeps track of which
rumwaysand Exhwaysae inuse,
Alowing better coordination and
reducing congestion.

O the safety side, UTAM
ks e thatall vebicles on the
arside follow speed limits. I amy
vehicke Ermoving too =L anaken
Is triggered o prevent accdents,
It dso keeps an eye on whether
wehic les ane gaying on theiras-
signed paths. If a vehicle moves
ouishde its ded gnated e, the
systam mmediately notif e air-
port stafl st they can comect iL
DAL claims the systerm will bring
Al stakeholders. inchading the air-
linees, ground handbers, and air-
port authorites, onto a single
platfiorm and has established a
centrafised controlmoom to mon-
T operations,
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Delhi Airport launches new
system to improve airside ops

NEW DELHI: In efforis to
streamline  airside opera-
tions, Delhi airport opera-
tor DIAL has launched the
UTAM system that will help
reduce delays, improve turn-
around Hme and also track
the speed of all airside vehi-
dles to check for any violations,
among other elements. Lever-
aging Artificial Intelligence
(AT}, Machine Learning (ML),
Internet of Things (IoT). and
radar sysiems, the Unified Total
Afrside Management (UTAM)
will collect data, help iden-
tfy issues or delays and trig-

r alerts to prevent problems
ﬁfﬂr: they happen, according
tor a release. The Delhi Inter-
national Adrport Ltd (DIAL)

has established a centralised
contral room to monitor and
manage all activities, and the
UTAM will track all airside
vehicles such as baggage carts,
fued trucks and maintenance
vehicles, in real-time.
Generally, airside opera-
tions refer o those activities
related to an aireraft, including
take-off, landing, parking an
rrfm:]]:i:l.g, Mu]ll]:rlt stakehald-
€T3, lnl:ludm&,:igmund handling
service providers are invul-.'::nf
In the release on Tuesday,
DIAL said the UTAM will pro-
vide a real-time view of aircraft
movements within a 10, 40, and
70-mibe radius as well as track
and monitor aircraft that are
hu'rtri.ng in the airspace.

Apart from utilisation of
parking stands and use of bag-
gage trolleys, the new system
will track runway occupancy,
taxiing time and taxiway allo-
cation, which will elp improve
collaborative decision making
and the efficiency of the air-
part operations control centre,

The systemn will moni-
tor airside vehicle speeds and
ensure Ground Support Equip-
ment follows designated paths,
issuing alerts for violations.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said UTAM will
enhance  efficiency and
safety using Al and ML
A pilot with Akasa Afr-
lines is complete, with wider
implementation soon,  AGENOE
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Airport launches Al-based system

Initiative to reduce delays, improve turnaround period & monitor speed to prevent violations

KEY FEATURES

GSE's In/Out Time in
Geofence: By measuring the
Infout times of GSE withina
peatenced area, UTAM helpy
track servioe level compliance
of ground handling agencies,
sending slems for any delays.

Mile View 10-40-70¢ UTAM
piovides a real-tima view of
aireraft movemaents withina
10, 40, & 70-mile radius,
enhancing alrside
preparedness and efficiency.

Flight Hovering Mantaring:
UTAM can track and monitiod
alicraft that are hovering in
airspace. Potential causes of
havering by aircea fi can be
feine with the hilp of Ali
Teaffic Control (ATC).

1On Blocks/Off Block Time
Records: UTAM
automatically captures
crucial On Block/Of Block
times fior non-VDGS | Visual
Docking Guidance System)
parking stands, ersuring
soowate biling and reporting

Parking Stand Utilisation:
The system tracks

whether parking stands ane
inuseor idie, helping
optimise space and
resouices on the akside

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ NewDen

DELHI airport has intmduced a
Unified Total Alrside Manage
ment (UTAM), an Al-enabled air
side operations management
system, which alms to reduce
delays, improve turnaround
times, and monitor airskde vehi
cle speed to prevent vicktions

The UTAM system utilises ad-
vanced technologies, including
Artificial Intelligenes (AL, Ma
chine Learning (ML), the Inter-
net of Things (ToTh and radar
systems, to collect and annlvse
data. It helps identifly potential
issues, trigpers aler s o presmpt
delays, and enhances overall ef
fieiency, according to a
statement by DIAL

A contradised control roorm has

=

.

beenset up to monltor all alrslde
activities in real-time, racking
the movement of key vehicles
such as baggage carts, fuel
trucks, and maintennes vehl-
clea Adrside operations encom
pass alreraft-related netivl
ties, ineluding landing,
take-off. parking, and re
fuelling, and Involve
multiple stakeholders,
including ground han- N9
dling service providers, -
“UTAM s primary poal is
o improve operational eTicien-
oy and enhance safety. The sys
termn ensures that vehides fallow
safe speed limils, stay on their
designated paths, and allow
quick ident ifeation of delaysor
dew tations, With real-time track-
mg and predic tive capabilities

UTAM minimises disruptions
and aptimises the urnaroand
process, leading 1o reduced de-
lays and mproved passenger
experience,” the statement from
IMAL read. The airport operator
sadd the UTAM will provide a
real-time view of alreraflt move-
menis within a 10, 40, and 70-
miile radins as well as track and
monlior alrcraft that are hover-
ing inthe airspace.

It will momitor critical param
elers such s runway occupancy
taxiinge timwe, taxiway allocation,
and the utilization of parking
sands and bageage trolleys.

The system is expects] o en
hanece collaborative decision-
making and streamline the air
port's operat ions contral centre,
In addition to Improving effi
cleney UTAM will enforee speed
limits for airside vehicles and
ensure that Ground Support

Equipment {GSE) Tollows

. designated paths

Any viclations will
prompt immediate
alerts. “UUTAM will not
only enhance operation

al efficiency but also cre

ate s safer environment for
passengers and alrport staflf By
integroting Al and ML, we can
predict and prevent delays, opti-
mise rnarounds, and ensure
seamless coondination between
alrlines groum handlers, and
security teams,” said THAL CED
Videh Kumar Jaipurise
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At IGI, unified total
airside mgmt system
for efficiency & safety

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi International Airport Limited, the
airport operator at IGI, on Monday announced the introduc-
tion of a new airside management system, aimed at impro-
ving turnaround times, reducing delays and ensuring smo-
other operations.

Known as Unified Total Airside Management (UTAM),
the system uses advanced technologies like artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning, internet of things and radar sy-
stems. It enables operators to monitor aircraft movement,
ground service equipment and vehicle activity with preci-
sion. “After completing a successful pilot with Akasa Airli-
nes, testing the system’s capabilities, and finetuning it for
full implementation, DIAL launched it with Akasa Airlines.
Other airlines will be onboarded in a phased manner over
the next two tothree months,” said DIAL.

DIAL said UTAM brought together all stakeholders, in-
cluding airlines, ground handlers and airport authorities,
onto a single collaborative platform, ensuring streamlined
operations on the tarmac. “UTAM allows airport teams to
monitor and optimise operations inreal time. Thissmartsy-
stem constantly collects data, helping identify issues or dela-
ysand triggering alerts to prevent problems before they hap-
pen,” DIAL stated.

It added that UTAM could track all airside vehicles, such
as baggage carts, fuel trucks and maintenance vehicles, in
real time. “With real-time tracking and predictive capabiliti-
es, UTAM minimisesdisruptions and optimises the turnaro-
und process, leading to reduced delays and improved pas-
senger experience,” said DIAL.

UTAM tracks the speed of all airside vehicles and issues
alerts for any violations to ensure safety during aircraft turna-
rounds. Apart from tracking and monitoring aircraft that are
hovering in airspace, it also tracks runway occupancy, taxiing
time, and taxiway allocation, improving collaborative decision
making and airport operations control centre efficiency. The
system tracks whether parking stands are in use or idle, hel-
ping optimise space and resources on the airside.

“The system ensures that ground support equipment sta-
yvson its designated path. Alerts are sent if there are any de-
viations, improving safety and efficiency,” said DIAL.

Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO of DIAL, said UTAM was
launched to enhance the airport experience for passengers
and improve airside safety and efficiency.
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Min for prepaid autos at
both terminals of airport

Somit.Sen@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: State transport mi-
nister Pratap Sarnaik said he
will expedite the process of
setting up prepaid autos at
both terminals (T1 & T2} of
the city airport to curb inci-
dents of flyers being fleeced
by auto drivers.

“1 will be calling a mee-
ting of airport officials along
with RTO and union repre-
sentatives,” he said.

Sources said the RTO in
western suburbs has already
done a survey for prepaid ro-
utes and will finalise fares for
routes in Mumbai from both
terminals of theairport.

Recently, former member
of Parliament Gajanan Kirti-

kar petitioned Sarnaik, de-
manding an urgent require-
ment for prepaid autos at the
airport. In his petition, the
former MP stated that an
NGO, Happy to Help, is wil-
ling to facilitate and operate
the stand and has requested a
meeting between airport offi-
cials, RTO, and transport mi-
nistry officials with the NGO
to demonstrate implementa-
tion of the prepaid stand for
public benefit.

Travellers have been see-
king prepaid auto booths at
the airport as many have be-
enexploited by dishonest dri-
vers, some refusing to use
meters and demanding ex-
cessive fixed fares ranging
from Rs 500 to Rs 1,000,

A prepaid auto system
will minimise incidents of
passengers being deceived.

Activist Magbool Muja-
war said Kirtikar wrote seve-
ral letters previously and
pursued the matter of prepa-
id auto stands at the airport
for broader public interest,
“The decision to set up such
stands at T1 and T2 at the air-
port had been taken in 2008,
but never implemented alt-
hough prepaid taxis came up
atboth terminas,” he said.

Autorickshaw unions re-
cently proposed to the govt
that auto/taxi drivers’ welfa-
re corporation assume re-
sponsibility of operating
prepaid auto stands at both
airports.
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A-1 shifts Tokyo ops to Haneda,
expands ANA codeshare ties

AirIndia announced on Monday that it will shift its Tokyo
operations from Narita International Airport (NRT) to Haneda
Airport (HND) starting March 31. The move will reduce travel time to
downtown Tokyo, as Haneda is just18 km away compared to
Narita's 70 km distance. The airline also expanded its codeshare
partnership with All Nippon Airways (ANA), strengthening
connectivity between India and Japan. “This will allow Air India
guests to travel to any of these destinations on a single ticket,"
accordingto a release. PTI
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Airbus' February
plane output better
than rough January

AIRBUS NOTCHED AN
,t._ improvement in
February aircraft

deliveries from
January's weak showing, asign
of progress incoping with
supplier challenges that have
hindered output at the
European planemaker. The
company likely delivered
35 to 39 jetliners last manth,
based on estimates.

AGENCIES
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THE 545 BILLION GAP

> By 2030, global demand for sustainable
aviation fuels (SAF) is expected to reach 17
million tonnes (Mt) per annum, representing
about 4-5% of total jet fuel consumption.

» Even as current SAF adoption remains
limited, overall production capacity appears
to be lagging behind projected 2030 demand.
A WEF-Kearney report showed that the
industry may require between $19 billion and
$45 billion in capital expenditure by 2030.

A study indicated that the industry may
require between $19 billion and $45 billion

in capital expenditure by 2030.

HITaT RBaEaaag gt

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INUDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEox A}

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 4 MARCH Z0Z5

B 2030 SAF consumption
2030 jet fuel consumption (Mt)

IMES BUSINESS

—
< = —""'/-\
THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 = .
Estimated SAF and jet fuel consumption by top 10 SAF consumers, 2030 (million tonnes) s
Fedex JETR 5.1 International Airlines Group [JEN 9.1
I 14 | 4.7 Airfrance KLM Group [} 8.8

United E000 13.6 pHL [F] 2.7

American Airlines [FE0 13.4 Southwest [/ 6.9
Delta FI 12.7 Ryanair [ %/ 5.4

Source: WEF, Kearney
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