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Heavy fog affects flight
operations at Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Heavy fog lead-
ing to low visibility affected
flight operations at the Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national airport, Kolkata
on Sunday morning.

According to information
shared by Airports Authority
of India (A AI), Eastern Region,
low visibility procedure (LVP)
was implemented from 5:40 am
on Sunday and continued till 8
am. Over this two-hour period,
the airport authorities handled
about 17 arrivals and 22 depar-
tures. There was a delay in one
arrival while ten flights slated
for departure got delayed.

It was shared that no air-
craft had to return to the park-
ing bay from the ramp while
one flight scheduled for Dhaka
was diverted to another air-
port for poor visibility rea-
sons. There were no diversions
to Kolkata airport during the
two-hour period.

The Air Traffic Control
(ATC) declares LVP when vis-
ibility drops below 800 metres
after which ‘follow-me’ vehicles
guide aircraft to their stands.

The LVP is also acti-
vated when the cloud ceiling

Kgy”lF‘oinTs

» According to inferma-

tion shared by Airports
Authority of India [AAl),
Eastern Region, low
visibility procedure was
implemented from 5:40
oam on Sunday and con-
tinued fill 8 am

aircraft had to return to
the parking bay from
the ramp while one flight
scheduled for Dhaka
was diverted to another
airport for poor visibility
reasons. There were no
diversions to Kolkata
airport during the two-
hour period

» Over this two-hour peri-
od, the airport authorities
handled about 17 arriv-
als and 22 departures.
There was a delay in one
arrival while ten flights
slated for departure
got delayed

» It was shared that no

=

Flight operations at
MNSCBI Airport were dis-
rupted for three consecu-
tive days from January
23 to January 25 due to
dense fog, affecting the
schedules of airlines and
causing inconvenience

to passengers

is below 200 feet. The proce-
dure involves coordination
among the airport operator,
air traffic ATC, and pilots to
manage flights safely and mini-
mise disruptions. These ensure
that aircraft are able to land,
taxi, and take off safely, using
advanced navigation systems
and ground lighting,

Flight operations at NSCBI

Airport were disrupted for
three consecutive days from
January 23 to January 25 due to
dense fog, affecting the sched-
ules of airlines and causing
inconvenience to passengers.

A total of 72 flights were
affected on January 23, 34
flights on January 24, while
53 flights were affected on
January 25.
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FLIGHT CURBS FOR AIR SHOW

Bengaluru: The on the revised air-
Kempegowda spaceclosure timings
International Airport from February 5to 14,
here has issued an to facilitate Aero
advisory on Sunday India Show 2025



_ AN
"I =g wifdrsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

Aero India: Bengaluru airport
revises airspace closure
timings fromFeb5to14

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Kempegowda International
Airport(KIA) hasrevised the
scheduleofflightdisruptions
from February5to 14 dueto
AeroIndia 2025.

The travel advisory was
revised after a meeting
between Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited
(BIAL), airlines, and the
Aero India management, a
sourcein BIAL said.

The revised airspace re-
striction are as follows:

Feb 5,6 and 8: 9 am to
noonand 3 pmt04.30 pm

Feb7:9amtollamand3
pmto4.30 pm

Feb9:9amtollam

Feb 10: 9 am to 11.30 am
and2.30pmt03.30 pm

Feb 11 and 12: Noon to
2.30pm

Feb13and 14:9.30 amto
noonand 2.30 pmtoSpm

However, fliers coming to
and leaving Bengaluru have
been left in the dark about
the rescheduled flights with
multiple changes in the itin-
erary or no updates from
the airline. A man in his late

20s, flying from Bengaluru
to Srinagar on February 9,
said that his flight itinerary
waschanged threetimesina
weekwithanextralayoverin
Mumbai. Heexpressed frus-
tration at the inconvenience
caused by these changes.

Others took to social me-
dia platform X to express
their frustration at the lack
of clear information.

AnXuser(@ubharlO) put
a post, tagging the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA): “@DGCAIndia
since the Aero Show timings
are officially announced @
AirIndiaX hasn't updated
the flight timing changes.
Wouldn't this be too late for
the passengers to plan their
travel?” Another user (@
Visnse009) also tagged the
DGCA and asked, “@DG-
CAlndiawhy are the airlines
not informing the passen-
gersaboutdisruption dueto
the Aero Show and change
in schedule? Lot of them
have taken connection via
Bangalore for #MahaKum-
bh2025.”

3 FEBRUARY 2025
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Navi Mumbai airport
will be named after
D B Patil: Minister

MAHARASHTRA
E FOREST S MINISTER

Ganesh Maik said on

Monday that the

upcoming Mavi Mumbai
international ainport will be
rnarmed afer the late DB :.-'llii.
the leader of project-afected
persons. The airport conducted
a commerdal Hight test last
December.
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Mercedes driver rams into five at airport

Megha Kuchil,
Dhairya Gajara

MUMBESA
—

Five people — two foreigners
and three airline crew
members — were injured when
the driver of a Mermedes-Benz
lost control of the vehicle and

crashed into them at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airports
Terminal 2 on Sunday morning

The driver mistakenly
pressed the accelerator

instead of the brakes while
negotiating a speed-breaker,
causing the accident, officials

said.

Sahar police filed a case
against the driver, Parshuram
Dadanavare, 34, and arrested
him. A police officer said he
was not under the influence of
any intoxicating substance.

According to the police

report, around 8.30am, a com-
pany-owned Mercedes-Benz
arrived at the airport to drop
off passengers at (Gate
Number L On his way out,
between Gate Number | and
3, he encountered a speed-
breaker on a slope, and acci-

dentally pressed the acceler-
ator instead of the brake.
Two citizens of the Czech
Republic and three crew
members were injured in the
crash. The two foreigners are
currently receiving treatment
at Nanmavati Hospital in Vile
Parle (West), while the crew
members are being treated at
Cooper Hospital in Juhu. All
of them are out of danger.
The driver works for a pri-
vate company based in Navi
Mumbai and lives in Turbhe.
A case has been filed under
Sections 28] (rash driving)
125(a), and 125(b) (Act endan-

gering life or personal safety
of others) of the Bharativa
Myaya Sanhit on Sunday. The
police seized the car.

“This morning at CSMIA, a
driver lost control of his car in
125 departure lane, injuring
five people. The airport medi-
cal team immediately rushed
to the spot to provide first aid.
The injured have been
admitted to hospital for treat-
ment. CSMIA is working with
the police and other teams to
ensure the safety of passen-
gersand continuationof oper-
ations,” a spokesperson with
CSMIA said
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Aero India: airspace
closure revised to
allow more flights

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Bangalore International
Airport Ltd. (BIAL), which
operates the Kempegowda
International Airport
(KIA), has issued a revised
passenger advisory on clo-
sure of airspace during the
upcoming Aero India 2025
at the Air Force Station,
Yelahanka.

The revised advisory
says the airspace will be
closed from February 5 to
14 for fewer hours than ear-
lier planned.

On January 21, BIAL is-
sued an advisory that there
will be airspace closure for
a few hours every day from
February 5 to 14 and com-
mercial flight operations
will be partially impacted.

The airshow is being
held between February 10
and 14 and practice days
are from February 5 to 8.

The revised advisory
says the airspace will be
closed between 9 a.m. and
noon and 3 p.m. and 4.30
p.m. on February 5 and 6;
between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
and 3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. on
February 7; and between 9
a.m. and noon and 3 p.m.
and 4.30 p.m. on February
8.

On February 9, the clo-
sure will be between 9 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

On the inaugural day of
the airshow on February
10, the airspace will be
closed between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. and
3.30 p.m.

On February 11 and 12, it
will be between noon and
2.30 p.m.

On February 13 and 14,

A view of the Kempegowda
International Airport. FILE PHOTO

Timings revised as
airlines were
unhappy about
closing airspace to
flichts for 47 hours

the last two days of the air-
show which are open to
the public, airspace will be
closed between 9.30 a.m.
and noon and 2.30 p.m.
and 5 p.m.

Sources said that the re-
vised closure timing has
been issued as airlines
were unhappy that during
the 10-day period, the air-
space was to be closed for a
total of 47 hours.

“Changes have been
made in the timing to mini-
mise flight disruption; the
airspace closure time 1is
now reduced. The airlines
were unhappy and were
continuously asking for
change to minimise disrup-
tion,” a source said.

BIAL has further said
that passengers travelling
through the Bengaluru air-
port have been asked to
stay updated on the air-
space closure timings and
revised flight schedules as
notified by the respective
airline.
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Merc driver loses control,

rams into

Manish Kumar Pathak
and Yogesh Naik

hitmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: Five people, including
two Czech nationals, sustained
injuries after a Mercedes-Benz
tourist car lost control and
rammed into them at the depar-
ture zone at Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) on Sunday morning.
Three of the injured suffered
fractures, while two others sus-
tained minor injuries.

According to the police, the
incident occurred when the car's
driver, Parasuram Dadnaware,
34, had dropped off a passenger
at the departure terminal near
Gate 1. As he drove ahead, he
allegedly lost control of the vehi-
cle near Gate 3, hitting several
people in the area.

The Sahar police arrested
Dadnaware and seized the vehi-
cle.

The injured Czech tourists—a
34-year-old man with a thigh
fracture and a 28-year-old man
with a knee fracture—were
admitted to Nanavati Hospital in
Vile Parle for treatment. The
three airport staffers also sus-
tained injuries. Piyush Wadia
suffered a fracture and is receiv-
ing treatment at Cooper Hospi-
tal, while two others, who had
minor injuries, were discharged
after receiving first aid. The
police revealed that the Czech
tourists had arrived in India a
few days ago on tourist visas.

They were in Mumbai and
planning a trip to Goa when they
visited the airport to check flight

The accident occurred at the departure lane of CSMIA's

Terminal

2when the speeding Mercedes driver lost control. SATISHBATEMHT PHOTO

Czech tourist who sustained a
leg fracture in the accident.

schedules.
Senior inspector Dhananjay
Sonawane of the Sahar police

stated, “The accident occurred
when a speeding Mercedes-Benz
driver lost control of the vehicle
while leaving the departure ter-
minal. Five people sustained
injuries, including two Czech
nationals and three airport staff
members.”

The Sahar police have regis-
tered an FIR against Dadnaware
under sections 281 (rash and
negligent driving endangering
human life), 125(a) and 125(b) of
the Bharatiyva Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), along with relevant sec-
tions of the Motor Vehicles Act.
The accused was produced in
court and has been remanded to
judicial custody.

A CSMIA spokesperson
stated, “The airport medical
team responded immediately,
and the injured were admitted to
the hospital.”
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Aero India: airspace
closure revised to
allow more flights

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
Bangalore International

Airport Ltd. (BIAL), which
operates the Kempegowda
International Airport
(KIA), has issued a revised
passenger advisory on clo-
sure of airspace during the

upcoming Aero India 2025
at the Air Force Station,
Yelahanka.

The revised advisory
says the airspace will be
closed from February 5 to
14 for fewer hours than ear-
lier planned.

On January 21, BIAL is-
sued an advisory that there
will be airspace closure for
a few hours every day from
February 5 to 14 and com-
mercial flight operations
will be partially impacted.

The airshow is being
held between February 10
and 14 and practice days
are from February 5 to 8.

The revised advisory
says the airspace will be
closed between 9 a.m. and
noon and 3 p.m. and 4.30
p.m. on February 5 and 6;
between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
and 3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. on
February 7; and between 9
a.m. and noon and 3 p.m.
and 4.30 p.m. on February
8.

On February 9, the clo-
sure will be between 9 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

On the inaugural day of
the airshow on February
10, the airspace will be
closed between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. and
3.30 p.m.

On February 11 and 12, it
will be between noon and
2.30 p.m.

On February 13 and 14,
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Aview of the Kempegowda
International Airport. FILE PHOTO

Timings revised as
airlines were

closing airspace to
flichts for 47 hours

the last two days of the air-
show which are open to
the public, airspace will be
closed between 9.30 a.m.
and noon and 2.30 p.m.
and 5 p.m.

Sources said that the re-
vised closure timing has
been issued as airlines
were unhappy that during
the 10-day period, the air-
space was to be closed for a
total of 47 hours.

“Changes have been
made in the timing to mini-
mise flight disruption; the
airspace closure time 1is
now reduced. The airlines
were unhappy and were
continuously asking for
change to minimise disrup-
tion,” a source said.

BIAL has further said
that passengers travelling
through the Bengaluru air-
port have been asked to
stay updated on the air-
space closure timings and
revised flight schedules as
notified by the respective
airline.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 4 FEBRUARY 2025

Jewaraimport to be
functional from April

The bewar International Arport

In Moida is emerging a3 Asia's
largest alrport and opera tions will
start from April, Minister for Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naldu told the Rajya Sabha,
adding that alrlines ae eagerto
start operating from there,
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Dense fog disrupts flight
operations at NSCBI Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 2 FEBRUARY

Flight operations at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport
were disrupted early this
morning due to dense fog,
prompting authorities to
implement Low Visibility
Procedures (LVP) at 5.40 a.m.

The reduced visibility
affected both arrivals and
departures, with disruptions
continuing until 8 a.m. During
this period, the airport man-
aged 17 arrivals and 22 depar-
tures. However, poor visibility
caused delays, with one arrival
and ten departing flights
experiencing disruptions.

No aircraft had to return
to the ramp.

Additionally, one flight
scheduled for Dhaka had to
be diverted to an alternate
station due to low visibility

at its destination.

However, no diversions
to Kolkata (CCU) were report-
ed.

Passengers were advised
to check with airlines for
real-time updates as weather
conditions continued to
impact flight schedules.
Authorities said that opera-
tions would normalise as
visibility improved.

Sinceearly Sunday morn-
ing, dense fog has covered
Kolkataand the surrounding
districts. In most areas, vis-
ibility dropped to 100 meters
in the morning. This weather
condition also impacted flight

services at Kolkata Airport,
causing delays for several
flights due to the fog. From
the morning, the fog was
prominent not only in Kolkata
but also in North and South
24 Parganas and almost all
districts of South Bengal. As
the day progressed, there
was no significant improve-
ment in the situation; instead,
the sky remained foggy. Mete-
orologists predict that the
sky will remain covered in
fog throughout the day,
though there is no possibility
of rainfall.

Forthe past few days, the
influx of moisture-laden air
from the sea, obstructing the
northwesterly winds, has
intensified the fog. With vis-
ibility decreasing in the momn-
ing, precautionary measures
were taken to ensure the
safety of flights and passen-
gers.
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A vell of fog covers one of the runways ot Calcutta alrport on Sunday morning

Fog disrupts flight operations

OLR BUREAL

Calcutta: Flight services in
Calcutta were disrupted on
Sunday morning for more
than two hours because of
dense fog.

Alrport ofTicials said 11
Nights were delayed because
of low visibility. Although
Might operations were nol
stalled completely, but “low
vigihility procedure™ had to be
implemented between 5.40am
and gam.

Low visibility procedure
(LVPyisa set of guidelines pre-
pared by the directorate gen-
eral of civil aviation that helps
pilots operate flights in poor
weather conditions. “This in-
cludes slower movement of ve-
hicles in the apron area,” sald
an official,

“Because of the fog the
LVP was implemented from
SA0am to Bam,” sald the of-
ficial. He said 10 flights that
were to take ofl got delayed,
while one arriving in the city
was affiectisd

Dense fog was reported
from Dum Dum and surround-
Ing areas In North 24-Par-
ganas on Sunday morning, the
Met office sald. Other parts of
Calcutta had shallow to mod-
erate fog

“Il visibility is less than 200
metres, it is called dense fog.
When the visibility drops to
less than 50 metres, it is very
dense fog,” said a Met official.

A combination of mois-
ture, clonds and light wind
contributed to the formation
ol the densefog.

The moisture was being
provided by the anticyclonie
Now of winds lrom the Bay of
Bengal, said the official. Mois-

A gueue to enter the alrport terminal around 9.50am on Sunday. Pictures by Badwmarup Dutta

ture-laden winds were dom-
inating the lower level of the
atmos phere, he sald

The situation is likely to
improve from Monday. There
will be a significant drop in
molsture incursion, said the
Met official

In January, there were sev-
eral days when fog had dedayed
fight operations. On Janu-
ary 23, more than G0 Mights
were delaved because of poor
visibility,

Calcutta alrport has Cal-
egory Ul Instrument Landing
System which helps Nights

operate at a visibility ol 50
metres. “However, even if the
visibility is just more than 50
metres, LVP has to be imple-
mented for safety reasons,”
said an airport official

Sunday morning's disrup-
tion caused the delay of other
Mlights later in the day.

A group of eight passen-
gers had arrived at Calcutta
alrport at Sam to take the Air
India Might to Jaipur which
was scheduledat 11.50am.

“Mow we have come (o
know that the fight is de-
layed, " said one of the passen-

gers, a resident of Salt Lake's
AA block.

Two friends from Mumbal,
both businessmen who had
come to Calcutta on January
2, were also stuck at the air-
port, They were to take the
Adr India Express (light to Gu-
wahati which was scheduled
to take ofT at 11.10am but got
delayed.

“We reached the alrport
from our hotel in New Mar-
ket at 8.30am. There is still no
information when the flight
would leave." one of them said
on Sunday morning.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

3 FEBRUARY 2025

Women caught using stolen passports at Delhi airport

Ashish,Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Two women
from North Gujarat were
caught at the Indira Gandhi
International (1GI) Airport in
Delhi while attempting to bo-
ard a flight to Canada using
stolen passports.

Theincident, whichoecur.
red on Jan 23, exposed a major
human smuggling racket in-
valving “lookalike” or *hums-
halkal” passports.

The key to the fraud is en-
suring that the passport hol-
der closely resembles the indi-
vidual using it allowing them
to bypass security checks.

Sources privy to the deve
lopment said that the two wo-
men wereset tostay in Canada

before they found some conve-
nient route to settle in the US,
which has been pushing out il-
legal immigrants,

According 1o sources at
the IGI Airport in New Delhi,
the woman from Mehsanaand
another from Gandhinagar
were intercepted by Immipra-
tion officers at the 1GI Airport
before they could board their
flights to Toronto,

Cops revealed that both
women obtained stolen pas-
sports with valid Canadian vi-
sas from human smugglers
operating outside the airpart
premises. The Mehsana wo-
man, 21, was caught using a
passport belonging to a Mum-
bai-based artist.

Upon questioning, she ini-
tially claimed to be a Mumbai

The two women got the stolen
passports with valid Canadian
visas from human smugglers.

The passports had originally been
issued to an artist from Mumbai
and a hockey player from Ludhiana

resident travelling with herle-
gal documents, However, im-
migration officials grew su-
spicious and conducted furt-
her verification, which revea-
led her true identity as a
resident of Gujarat.

The passport she was car-
rving was found to be stolen,
prompting authorities to
launch a detailed investiga-
tion into the matter.

She later admitted to acqu-

iring the passport from hu-
man smugglers identified as
Monu from Delhi and one Bha-
vesh Mama. According to so-
urces, these agents provided
her with a passport contai-
ning a valid Canadian visa
stamp ountside the IGI airport
premises. Similarly, the wo-
man from Gandhinagar, 32,
was caught attempting to tra-
vl on a passport belonging to
a hockey player from Ludhia-

na, Punjab. She told the cops
that she got the passport from
an agent named Jasdeep Ti-
ger, a resident of Shahbad in
Delhi. Investigation revealed
that the passport, whichhada
Canadian visa, was handed
over toher justoutside the air-
port. By the time immigration
officials detected the fraud,
she had obtained a boarding
pass for her flight to Toronto.

Cops believe this case is
part of a larger scam where
human smugglers provide
stolen or forged passports to
individuals desperate to tra-
vel abroad.

ThelGlairport police have
booked both women under
charges of cheatingand forge-
ry under BNS and the Pas-
spart Act.
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Aero India 2025: Flight schedules change at KIA
Times News NETWORK from Feb13to17.
M Passengers are advised

Bengaluru: Passengers tra- e e, to contact airlines for revi-
velling via Kempegowda In- AIRSPACE CLOSED'D... | sed flight schedules and
ternational Airport (KIA) in 'Feb56and8| | Feb10f8amio lan their travel according:
Feb should brace for flight 9amtol12pm 11.30am and Iy, With traffic expected to
schedule disruptions due to  and 3pmto 230t03.30pm  increase near the airport
temporary airspace closures,  430pm Feb 11-12 | and Yelahanka Air Force

The revised closures, Feb7|%mto | 12to2.30pm Station, authorities recom-
scheduled from Feb5tol4,are  11amand 3pm | Feb13-14]930 ipend leaving early for
tofacilitate AeroIndia2025at 0 4.30pm amtolZand  flights and staying updated
Yelahanka Air Force Station Feb9|9tollam | 2.30 to Spm through official advisories.
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Jet fuel consumption hits new high in

January as Mahakumbh drives de

Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The country’s jet fuel con-
sumption hit an all-time high
for the second consecutive
month during January 2025
as the Mahakumbh Mela
helped maintain the rising
momentum of domestic and
international travel.

According to the Petro-
leum Planning and Analysis
Cell (PPAC), India’s aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) usage
rose by almost 9 per cent y-
oy to a record 7,80,000
tonnes last month.

The previous high was re-
corded in December last
year, when jet fuel usage hit
7,78,000 tonnes as the year-
end holiday season boosted
both international and do-
mestic travel.

Prior to this, ATF con-
sumption hit a high of
7,57,000 tonnes during Octo-
ber 2024 and 7,58,000 tonnes
during March 2024.

MAHAKUMBH

Barring March 2024, month-
wise ATF consumption dur-
ing October 2024 to January
2025 has hit record highs,

Growing cosumption
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with the average wusage pected to witness a record

standing at around 765,000
tonnes.

Mahakumbh, considered
the world’s biggest gathering
of people professing to a
single faith in one place,
commenced on January 13
and will run till February 26,
2025.

More than 45 crore de-
votees, including 15 lakh for-
eigners, are expected to visit
Prayagraj, where the Mahak-
umbh is held once every 12
years.

Airports as well as rail-
ways and bus stations are ex-

influx of travellers. For in-
stance, the Prayagraj airport
handled 30,172 passengers
and operated 226 flights in
one week during the Mahak-
umbh, surpassing 5,000 pas-
sengers in a single day for the
first time. Besides, the Rail-
ways has so far ferried
over 50 lakh passengers.
Currently, there are 132
flights operating to and from
Prayagraj, with around
80,000 monthly seats. The
city is connected directly
with 17 cities. The total num-
ber of direct and connecting

mand

flights has now touched 26
cities.

Air fares to Prayagraj
skyrocketed on high de-
mand; many flyers even took
to social media to vent their
anger at the sharp increase.

This forced the govern-
ment to direct airlines to
check the surging fares. Air-
lines have been instructed to
ensure that airfares remain
in check and there is suffi-
cient capacity.

FLYING HIGH
Rising spending power in the
world’s fastest growing

emerging economy is push-
ing up the demand for ATF,
as more and more people are
taking to the skies. This also
reflects in the government’s
estimates for the upcoming
financial year.

Jet fuel consumption is
expected to grow at almost
10 per cent annually in FY26,
which is the highest among
all refined  petroleum
products, barring natural
gas.

PPAC expects India’s ATF
usage to grow by 9.82 per
cent in FY26 to 9.95 million
tonnes, against a revised es-
timate of 9.06 mt in FY25.
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Modified UDAN expected to be launched in latter half of FY26

I!nhrt Vaid
Mes Dethi

The new version of India's
fagship programme to en-
hance regional air connectiv
itw, Ude Desh ka Aam Naag-
rik (UDANTY, 12 expected 1o
be launched in the
of the next fiscal vyear,
sources told businessline.

According 1o the sources,
the required budget for the
modified UDAN scheme will
also come up for approval
during that period.

“Right now, the privrity is
tov complete the ongoing
work under the old scheme.

atter half

Some rounds of bidding are
still left,™ the sourees said.
The proposal for the new
scheme will be scrutinised by
the Expenditure Finance
Committec (EFCY and then
the final policy draft will be
submitted for the Union
Cabinet’s approval.

UTHAN 240
On  Saturday, doring the
Budget speech, Finance Min
ister  Mirmala  Sitharaman
proposed co launch a mods
fied UDAN scheme to con-
neet 120 new destinations as
well as ferry four crore pus-
sengers in the next 10 years.
Motably, businessline was

the first to report that the
Finance Minister is consid-
ering proposing the new iter-
ation of the scheme, unoffi-
clally known as “UDAN 207,
which intends to provide =
cost-effective means to de
velop and operate over 100
underutilised airstrips in the
country. Sitharaman  =aid
thar the scheme would also
support helipads and smaller
airports in hilly, aspiraticnal
am] North-East districts.

AIRPORTS DDOUBLED

Since its inception, the
UDAN scheme has fucilit-
ated the travel of around 1.5
CPOTE  PASSENErs  ACrOSS

more than 2.2 lakh flights,
The scheme has opers-
tonalised 619 routes, in
cluding  helicopter  routes,
while the number of opera-
tional airports in the country
has doubled to more than
L5T in 2024 from 74 in 201 4.

Az of now, the market-
driven model of the first
UDAXN scheme allows air
lines to asscss demand on
specific routes and submit
proposals  during  bidding
rounds, The scheme in

centivises the creation of

newairports as wellasthere
furhishment and expansion
of existing facilities. Besides,
girlines are supported to
connect  underserved re
gions by offering them viabil-
ity Bap funding (VGF) and
VEITOWS Coneessions
provided by airport operat-
ors and the Central and State
EU‘-'C]']'.I.!TH.'I'.I'I.!.

In terms of Budger FY26

estimates (BE FY26), the al

location fu::ar the current ver-

sion of the UDAN scheme
has been pegged at T540
crore, which is far lower than
the scheme's grant of TA00
crore given in the revised es

timate (RE) of FY25.

SUFFICIENT BEUDGET
Mevertheless, on a vear-on
year basis, the allocation is
marginally higher by 2 per
cent from T302 crore alloc-
ated in BE FY25, Sources ad
ded that the proposed
budger outlay for FY26 is
“sufficient” to complete the
remuining work under the
current scheme.
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Aircraft Tech Glitches
Reported by Airlines
Downin 3 Years

New Delhi: The
number of technical
glitches inaircraftre-
ported by various In-
dian airlines has reduced in the
last three years, with the count
at 273 for 10,69,680 flights opera-
ted during the period from Ja-
nuary 2024 to January 2025.

In 2023, there were 390 techni-
cal faults reported for 11,94,777
flights operated that vear. In
2022, the number stood at 723 for
9,97,041 flights operated in that
particular vyear, official data
showed on Monday:.

Civil Awviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the data
available for the last three years
(2022-2024) shows there was ade-
crease in the number of techni-
cal glitchesreported by the airli-
nes. Technical snags are gene-
ral phenomena in aircraft
which may be caused due to im-
proper function/malfunction
of components/system/acces-
sories fitted on the aircraft, he
said ina writtenreply.

Separately, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said the government has
been encouraging the develop-
ment of the ecosystem for the
manufacturing of aircraft, in-
cluding for regional transport,
and associated eguipment by
public and private enterprises.

CSIRNAL, Bengaluru has de-
veloped indigenous two-seater
trainer aircraft Hansa-3 (NG)
and type certified by DGCA for
use by Flight Training Organi-
sationsforcommercial pilot tra-
ining. “For commercial produc-
tion of Hansa-3(NG),an Eol has
been issued to identify the pro-
spective firm to take up manu-
facturing. —PTI
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DGCAbuilding regulatory
framework for eVTOLs

THE OPERATIONS OF advanced
= air mobility solutions, nduding
, eVTOLs, will be managed

stmtegically and tactically by
I.|! FERITIASAT IL; '.]'I EArEr -'.[-rh. ﬂ.\.-‘ﬁ-. I tl |

Directorate Geneml of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) will be developmg the
regulatory framework foreVTOL
clectric Vertical Tale Offand Landing

— aircraft, the government informed
the Rajya Sabha PTI
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L q
Numbers
of tech snag
reported by

i g "

airlines fall
NEW DELHI: The number
of technical glitches in aircraft
reported 1:}' various Indian
airlines has reduced in the last
three years, with the count at
273 for 10.69,680 flights oper-
ated during the period from
January 2024 to January 2025,

In 2023, there were 390
technical faulis :::]:lurl::d for
11,94,777 flights operated that
year. In 2022, the number stood
al 723 for 9,97,041 flights oper-
ated in that particular year, offi-
cial data showed on Monday.

Union Minister K REammao-
han Naidu said the data avail-
able for the last 3 years shiws
there was a decrease in the

number of technical glitches
reported by the airlines. upost
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Aircraft tech glitches reported by
Indian airlines fall in last 3 yrs: Govt

NEW DELHI: The number
of technical gliteches in atrerafl
reported by various Indian
airlines has reduced in the last
three years, with the count at
273 for 10,69,680 flights oper-
ated during the period from
January 2024 to January 2025
In 2023, there were 390
technical faults reported for
11,94,777 flights operated that
year. In 2022, the number stood
at 723 for 9,97,041 flights oper-
ated in that particular year, offi-
cial data showed on Monday.
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan MNaidu said the
data available for the last three
years (2022-2024) shows there
was a decrease in the number

of technical glitches reported
by the airlines.

Technical snags are general
phenomena in aireraft which
may be caused due to improper
function/malfunction of com-
ponents! system) accessories
fitted on the aircraft, he said in
a written reply.

Separately, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said the government has
been encouraging the devel-
opment of the ecosystem for
the manufacturing of aircraft,
including regional transport
aircraft, and associated equip-
ment by public and private
enterprises in India.

CSIENAL, Bengaluru — a

comstituent laboratory of CSIR
— has developed indigenous
two-seater (rainer aircrafi
Hansa - 3 (NG) and type certi-
fied by DGCA for use by Flight
Training Organisations (FT0s)
for commercial pilot Lraining.
“For commercial produc-
tion of Hansa - 3 (NG}, an Eol
has been issued to identify the
prospective firm to take up
manufacturing.
~ “Further, the development
of indigenous 19-seater Light
Transport Aircraft Saras Mk2
is under progress at CSIR-NAL.
The Saras M2 initiative has
a collaboration and partner-
ship with HAL" Mohaol said in
a written reply. L
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