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How were the places selected? When is the tender process likely to begin? What are the

privatisation goals a part of? When was the revenue-sharing model replaced by per passenger

fee? How does it impact airfares? What are some of the issues being raised by airports?

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:

he third round of airport
privatisation, covering 11 airports to
be opened for bids in five bundled
groups, has moved a step forward
with the Ministry of Civil Aviation sending a
proposal to the Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee (PPPAC) for its in-principle
clearance and detailed scrutiny. According to
government officials, the five bundles, each
comprising metro and non-metro airports,
include airports at Amritsar and Kangra;
Varanasi, Kushinagar and Gaya; Bhubaneswar
and Hubli; Raipur and Aurangabad; Tiruchi and
Tirupati.

What is the process?

Once the PPPAC completes its appraisal and the
Union Cabinet signs off on the plan, bids will be
invited from private operators, with the
government planning to launch the tender
process by March 2026.

The 11 airports were selected from among all
AAI (Airports Authority of India) facilities
handling 0.1-1 million passengers annually.
Projections of future traffic growth and
investment requirements then narrowed the list
to these top performers for the third
privatisation round.

The development comes six years after the
plan for privatising 25 airports was first shared
by AAI on the conclusion of the privatisation of
six airports, bagged by the Adani Group. Sources
say the remaining 14 airports would be taken up
for privatisation in subsequent rounds.

The privatisation goals are also part of the
National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) that aims
at monetising operating public infrastructure to
unlock idle capital and reinvest that in other
assets. Launched in August 2021, the NMP set an
aggregate indicative target of 6 lakh crore to be
raised by leasing brownfield infrastructure

The aim
should be

(0 ensure
the cost of
air travel for
smaller cities
remains

affordable

India facilities handling 0.1-1 million passengers annually. R. V. MOORTHY

assets over the four-year period from FY 2022 to
FY 2025.

The target for the airport sector through the
privatisation of 25 airports was pegged at
320,782 crore, or nearly 4% of the overall NMP
value. In all, 88.3% of the total NMP target has
been achieved by various infrastructure
ministries, of which roads and railways remain
the top contributors, but the aviation sector
remains a laggard. The Union Budget 2025-26
announced the launch of the Asset Monetisation
Plan 2025-30 to plough back %10 lakh crore.

When did the privatisation of airports start?
Privatisation of airports started in 2003 under
the NDA government. It approved the
privatisation of two brownfield airports, i.e.,
Delhi and Mumbai airports, with 26% AAI stake
and 74% stake owned by private JV partners.
Delhi went to a GMR-led consortium in 2006,
Mumbai to a GVK-led consortium in the same
year via competitive bidding based on a
revenue-share model. Two greenfield PPP
airports followed, which included Bengaluru
and Hyderabad in 2004.

In 2019, six more airports (Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Mangaluru, Guwahati,
Thiruvananthapuram) were privatised, which
were all won by the Adani Group. The
revenue-share model was replaced by per
passenger fee.

For the third round of privatisation, the
PPPAC will evaluate key aspects, including
revenue-sharing models versus per-passenger
fees, cross-subsidisation between metro and
non-metro airports in a bundle, and the need for
a cap on the number of airports a single entity
bags. It will also assess optimal land parcels for
non-aeronautical revenue streams that are used
to offset airline and passenger fees, and whether
the User Development Fee collected from
passengers as a component in the airfare will be
determined for each airport independently or as
a joint asset.

What are the concerns?
Recently, when IndiGo was forced to cancel
nearly 5,000 flights in the first two weeks of
December, widespread concern was raised
about the risks of a duopoly in India’s aviation
sector. Similar dangers are now emerging in the
airport sector, where a monopoly has steadily
taken shape over the past five years, with the
Adani Group bagging 8 airports — six through
privatisation, followed by Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai airports, where it acquired GVK’s stake.
Consider the recent dispute involving telecom
operators, who approached the Department of
Telecommunications over what they describe as
“extortionary” charges levied at the newly
inaugurated Navi Mumbai Airport to allow the
use of its in-building solutions and refusal of
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Which are the airports being privatised?

right of way to set up infrastructure to provide
cellular services.

Why are costs rising for both airlines and
passengers?

Privatisation often raises concerns about rising
costs for airlines and passengers, even as
infrastructure investment increases. These
concerns are magnified when a large monopoly
emerges, leaving airline operators with limited
bargaining power and passengers with virtually
none.

Take the example of Thiruvananthapuram
Airport, where, following its first tariff revision
after privatisation to Adani, which was approved
by the Airport Economic Regulatory Authority
(AERA), the user development fee charged to
passengers as part of the airfare increased from
3506 to 770 for domestic travellers for one
year, followed by further hikes in subsequent
years. Aircraft landing charges were also sharply
increased.

Additionally, the regulator pulled up the
airport for under-reporting its projection of
non-aeronautical revenues, which are meant to
cross-subsidise charges levied on airlines and
passengers. AERA noted that the projections
submitted were based on pre-privatisation and
pre-COVID figures from the AAL

The common man’s grievances include high
taxi charges at airports, congestion within
terminal buildings, limited access to
wheelchairs, and being compelled to pay for
porter services to overcome challenges of
accessibility. A beginning has been made with
the airport tariff regulatory body moving
towards evaluating airports on service delivery
benchmarks and proposing a penalty if these are
not met. The service benchmarks include wait
time at security gates, check-in time, availability
of help desks, and time taken to travel between
terminals, among others. It plans a third-party
evaluation of these parameters and a penalty in
the form of 5% reduction on airport tariff, so
that it results in reduced user development fee
for passengers.

What lies ahead?

Only about 6% of Indians currently travel by air,
highlighting the enormous scope for growth in
what is already the world’s third-largest aviation
market. While affordability remains a key factor,
the low penetration rate makes it clear that air
travel in India is far from saturated. To meet
rising demand, the government has set a goal of
building 50 new airports over the next five years
and expanding the existing network of 163
airports. By FY2026, India’s airports are
expected to have a combined
passenger-handling capacity of around 550
million passengers per annum (mppa), factoring
in new facilities such as Navi Mumbai Airport
and the upcoming Noida International Airport.
Industry estimates suggest that airport capacity
will need to grow to about 850 mppa within five
years. Supporting this growth will require more
than just new airports and will also depend on
the presence of financially robust airlines.
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HYDERABAD

Fog forces
Indigo flights
to divert

wo IndiGo flights

bound for Hyderabad
were diverted to
Gannavaram Airport near
Vijayawada on Friday due
to dense fog affecting
visibility at Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport. The
flights, arnving from Delhi
and Mumbai, were
carrying around 200
passengers each. Airport
officials said the diversion
was taken purely as a
safety precaution as
weather conditions
deteriorated during
landing time. All
passengers landed safely
at Gannavaram and were
provided basic assistance
while awaiting further
instructions. IndiGo
officials said the aircraft
would depart for
Hyderabad once weather
conditions improved and
clearance was granted by
air traffic control Some
passengers expressed
inconvenience due to
delays, while authorities
assured them that safety
remained the airline's top
priority. Fog-related
disruptions have been
reporied frequently
during winter mornings,
affecting flight schedules
across Telangana and
AndhraPradesh,
prompting airlines to
adopt precautionary
diversions.
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Sindhudurg Airport gets
DGCA nod for 24X7 operation

The Sindhudurg Airport in the Konkan region of
Maharashtra received aviation safety regulator
DGCA’s approval for round-the-clock operations,
including during low visibility and adverse
weather conditions, IRB Infrastructure
Developers said. “The approval significantly
enhances the airport’s reliability and operational
capability. This will support sustained traffic,”
said Jai S. Sadana, chief adviser and head at IRB
Sindhudurg Airport. e

4 JAUNARY 2026
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Over 100 nabbed, accounts

frozen in passport and visa
fraud cases at IGIA in "25

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Dethi

DELHI Police's IGI Airport
unit has arrested around 130
people involved in visa and
passport fraud cases in 2025.
Over 300 cases were registered
for touting, and more than 400
peaple were arrested, officials
=aid on Saturday

For the first time, a financial
investigation was initiated
against the agents, leading to
the identification and debit
freeze of over 100 bank ac-
counts linked to suspicious
transactions. Investigating of-
ficers were tasked with tracing
the money trail for pavments
made for fraudulent activities.
The challenge, officials said,
was that in most cases, a large
portion of the money was re-
portedly paid in cash.

While investigating, over 100
bank accounts of the agents

have been frozen. Assets suspect-
ed to have been derived from crim-
inal activity are being identified.

“Around 130 individuals, includ-
ing travel agents and facilitators
of illegal immigration, have been
arrested from across the country
The IGI police unit has cracked
down on touts and those involved
in theft from passenger baggape
or cargo. For bageage theft cases,
airline ground handling staff are
being gquestioned,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police (IGI Air-
port) Vichitra Veer

4 JANUARY 2028
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STATESMEN DELHI

Dense fogdisrupts ﬂights' atIndira Gandhi
International Airport, passengerssuffer

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, 3January

A dense fog reduced visibility
during the early hours of the
day in the national Capital,
affecting flight services at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) on Saturday.
Several ﬂl;,hthmtredtid}ed
dueto poor visibility, causing
fog-related disruptions for
the passengers. Authorities
are working to manage the
situation, but the fogis expected
to persist, further impacting
air travel in the region.
Earlier, aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has

annmlnﬂr_d thdt lhe ﬂll H_m!

Centre Iﬂr Dtlhl LJ.ﬂrf.’l [‘ht
weather agency said that
moderate fog is likely at many
places in the capital, with
dense fog at isolated places

The Statesman

Planes seen parked at Delhl 1G] Alrport amid dense smng |r1
Mew Delhl.

fog window will start from
December 10 and continue
till February 100 As many as
66 flights were cancelled in
Delhi on Friday following
dense fog and low visibility,

uuam;ﬂ pmbk msto hundn:d.w

ﬂn%und;]} MOrning, dﬂd rhert
will be shallow to moderate
fog during moming hours
thereafter. The maximum
temperature recorded on

Sun, @4 January 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78866031

of passengers. Fuurwearher
conditions during the early
hours have severely affected
air traffic movement, with
airlines forced to suspend
several services to ensure

passenger safety. Multiple

Saturday was 174 degrees C,
while the minimum settled
at 8.1 degrees C, whichwas a
notch below the normal for
the season, IMD has forecast

carriers were impacted by the
adverse conditions. Airport
authoritiesand aidinesissued
advisories urging passengers
to check flight status before
heading to the airport.

DGCAs flight operation
norms statethat durng dense
I'q,.;uﬂmu. mandatorily have
to assign pilots specially
trained to fly during low

visibility situations.

DGCA further asks for
deploy aCAT-IIIB-compliant
aircraft fleet for such operations,
Fog related disruptions are
common during the winter
seasonandcan lead to delays,
diversions, and cancellations,
which affect passengers

sC hL duled travel.

a rrmmiy Llf_d[hk} I{]lrSlll'ldd}
with moderate fog at many
places, and dense fog at
isolated places in the morning

hours.
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Star Alr to launch direct
Ahmedabad-Diu flight

Mumbal: Regional carrser Star
Mir on Friday announced the
Bunch of fght dervices
betesen Ahmedabad and Dig
and Kodhapisr to Manded with 2
stopower ot Ahmedabad from
Jariuary 15. With the additions.
Abmadabsd will offer direct
connectivity to Kolhapur and
Diu, abong with ore-Stop access
at Goa (Mopa) via Diw, the

s fitie said. ey
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14 flights cancelled, 4 lorries

collide as fog blankets state

DC CORRESPONDENTS
HYDERABAD, JAN. 2

Dense fog blanketed Hyd-
erabad and large parts of
Telangana for the second
consecutive day on Friday
1t sharply reduced visihili-
ty. disrupted flight opera-
tions, slowed highway tra-
ffic causing prolonged de-
lays till morning across
several disiricts. Areas
like Shamshabad, Rajend-
ranagar, Kismatpur and
lang stretches of the Out-
er Ring Road witnessed
near-zero visibility Moto-
rists said that vehicles just
a few metres ahead were
barely visible even after
sunrise. In several locati-
ons, fog persisted till 8 am.
Traffic was hit hard on
the Hyderabad-Bengaluru
highway as poor visibility
led to a chain collision
invalving four lorries,
bringing traffic to a stand-
still for nearly 10 km from
Shamshabad to Palmakul
The Hyderabad-Vijavawa-
da highway also saw slow-
moving traffic; particular-
Iy along the Abdullapurm-
el-Ghatkesar bypass, wh-
ere drivers said visibility
dropped to a few metres
Fligh! operations at Sha-
mshabad airport were afl-
ected. Poor visibility fore-
ad the diversion of 14 flig-
hts on Friday Two Indigo
aireraft bound for Hyder-
abad from Delhi and Mu-

mbal were diverted to Vij-
ayawada alrport. They la-
nded at the Shamshabad
alrport after the weather
cleared. An Air India Del-
hi-Hyderabad flight was
cancelled, while an Indigo
Hyderabad-Tirupatl fight
u'ﬁs delayed. cli ¥
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMI3) has
forecast similar weather
conditions for the next 48
hours, ralsing the possl-
bility of further fight
diversions in the coming
days. It attributed the fog
to moisture accumulation
in the lower atmosphere
combined with calm wind

conditions, and said simil-
ar foggy conditions are Ii-
kely to persist until Janu-
arv 4. Authorities have ad-
vised motorists to avoid
early-morning travel whe-
re possible, use fog lights,
maintain low speeds and
avoid high-beam headlig-
hts, which further reduce
visibility in dense fog,

Districts including Med-
chal-Malkajgiri, Rangare-
ddy, Vikarabad, Sangared-
dy, Adilabad and Kumur-
am Bheem Asifabad repor-
ted widespread fog, delay-
ing local transport and
making  early-morning
travel hazardous.

Dense fog blankets Buddha and BR
Ambedkar statues at Hussainsagar on
Friday. Thick fog on Outer Ring Road in the
city outskirts.
— P. SURENDRA, BY ARRANGEMENT

Temperature data sho-
wedl that while minimum
temperatures across Tela-
ngana have risen above
December lows, conditi-
ons remained conducive
for fog lormation. The st-
ate’s average minimum
temperature stood at 17.
2¢02, ahout 1.7°C above nor-
mal, with the lowest mini-
mum of 12.5°C recorded at
Sirpur in Kumuram Bhe-
em district. Hyderabad
recorded a3 minimum of
16.8°C, while districts like
Mahbubnagar, Jogulamba
Gadwal and Rangareddy
saw temperatures of over
2°C above normal.
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Canada warns Air Iﬁdia

Canadawarns Air India
on drinking regulations

AM AIR INDIA pilot was
arrested at Vancouver Inter-
national Airport lastweek

as hewas preparing for

a flght, with Canaca’s

inVancouwer.
Transport Canada said ina
statement Friday that the
Incident took place on
December 13, and it

trans portation agency would engage with Alr
wnrﬂ.ing the airhne Imdia and Imddian avia
that It faced loss of its thon authorities to ensure
fMight author lsations i it “appropeiate  Tollow-up
did mot comply with roles actions”™were taken

about aleohol consumption,

roports Associated Press Continued onPage 2

on drinking rules for
crew after pilot's arrest

THE ROYAL CAMADIAW
Mounted Folice said the
arrest  occurred after a
*meport of concemn” involving
an alrline crew member,

Police said an imvestiga
tion is ongolng and no fur-
ther information would
be released.

A spokeswoman for the
alrport said the pilot had
been preparing for Air India's
schedoled daily flight fom
Vancouver to Delhi, which
was delayed for severml hours
but later departed safely.
Flight tracking wchsie
FlightRadar24 shows that
the December 23 A India
flight from Vancouver to
[relhi via Vienna was sched
uled to depart at 3 pm but
did not leave YVR until
10:02 pm.

Adr [ndia did not immedi-

ately respond o requests for
comment. Transport Canada
sald I its statement that the
Diectorate General of Civil
Aviation of India had prima-
ry responsibility for regula
tory oversight of Alr India.
The statement said Canadian
aviation regulations prohib-
ited palots or any other crew
members from acting within
12 hours of drinking alcohiol
or while under its influence.
It said airlinex could not
assign crew who were unfit
for duty.

"Non-compliance  with
these regulations may result
in the suspension or cancel
latlon of a Canadian Aviation
rocument under  the
Acronautics Act,” it said
Alrlines could also face judi-
cial and other penalties, the
statement sabd,
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Shankh Air to
commence ops
in March

Shankh Air, an upcoming
domestic airline wenture,
plans o take to the skies by
the first quarter of 2026 The
airline is scheduled to com-
mence flight operations
around March, with a focus
on enhancing regional and
interstate connectivity,
Chairman Shravan Kumar
Vishwakarma said on Friday.
Speaking © ANI, Founder
and Chairman of Shankh
Airlines Shravan Kumar
Vishwakarma said “We are
expecting to start our ser-
vices in the first quarter in
March.. We are starting with
three aircraft, and then we
will expand... | have a vision,
and I will work on it_. The
public will be with whoever
provides a good service.”
He stated that the carrier
{ will begin operations with an
{ initial feet of three Airbus
A320 aircraft, currently based
{ In Bulgaria Two additional
i aircraft are expected to Join
¢ the fleet by July or August as
{ part of a phased expansion
strategy, =ANF
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Air India pilot was arrested
in Canada over alcohol use

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: An Air India pilot
removed from a plane on Decem-
ber 23 for being under the influ-
ence of alcohol was placed under
arrest, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
announced Friday. He was sent to
India the following day.

The Richmond detachment of
the RCMP said it arrested the pilot
at Vancouver International Air-
port “following a report of concern
involving a crew member prepar-
ing to report for duty”™.

The pilot allegedly failed two
breathalyser tests conducted by
local police and was detained for
smelling of liquor before being
declared unfit for duty, Reuters
reported. The incident delayed Air
India Flight 186 to New Delhi by
several hours before it departed
safely that afternoon with a
replacement pilot. While the
RCMP did not identify the airline

The pilot was restrained from
boarding after being declared

unfit to fly. REUTERS
in its statement, Canadian media
and people in New Delhi aware of
the matter confirmed the incident
involved the Air India flight. The
pilot has not been named.

Canadian civil aviation authori-
ties have raised the matter with
their Indian counterparts, Trans-
port Canada has written to Air
India requesting findings and
details of steps to prevent future
occurrences by January 26,
according to an unnamed Cana-
dian official cited by Reuters.

A Transport Canada spokesper-

son told CTV News the agency
contacted Indian authorities “to
ensure appropriate follow-up
actions are talen” against the pilot.

Air India confirmed Canadian
authorities raised concerns over
the pilot's fitness for duty. “Air
India regrets the inconvenience
caused to its passengers and is
fully co-operating with the local
authorities,” the airline said in a
statement shortly after the inci-
dent was first reported.

The carrier added that the pilot
“has been taken off flying duties
during the process of enquiry” and
that it “maintains a zero-tolerance
policy towards any violation of
applicable rules and regulations”.

Air India is expected to submita
detailed report to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
which could lead to action against
the pilot or airline. Canadian civil
aviation norms bar pilots from
consuming alcohol within 12
hours of flying. The RCMP said its
investigation is ongoing.
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slips again;

fog disrupts flight ops

Aheli Das
abveli das@hindustanimed cam

MNEW DELHI: A day after strong
surface winds improved Delhi's
air quality by more than 100
points, prompting revocation of
impaositions under Stage-3 of the
Graded Response Action Plan
{Grap) to curb pollution, the
clty's air quality index (AQIT)
once again started slipping
towards the “very poor” cate-
gory. Shallow to moderate fog
was also a contributing factor,
which led to more than 60 flight
cancellations at the Delhi air-
ort.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has also
issued a yellow alert for today,
warning people of a possible
maoderate to dense fog in mult-
ple parts of the city. “A vellow
alert has been tssued for Sunday.
Moderate fog is likely to be
observed in many places of the
city, with dense fog in some iso-
lated places in the early hours of
Sunday,” said an IMD official.

According to the Central Pal-
lution Control Board's (CPCR's)
dally bulletin, Delhi recorded an
AQL of 236 at 4pm on Friday. as
{avourable meteorological con-
ditlons—strong surface winds of
15-20 kmph—helped clean up the
air. However, an AQI of 228 at
7am on Saturday
deteriorated to 235
at Bam and 244 at
llam. The 24-hour
average AQL as per
the CPCB bulletin,
was clocked at 267

AIR WE

-
' 3

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a yellow alert for today, warning people of a
possible moderate to dense fog in multiple parts of the city.

Sunday to Tuesday. The outlook
for the subsequent six days is
that the air quality is likely to be
in the very poor category,” said
the AQEWS bulletin on Saturday
evening. The CPCE classifies air
quality as “moderate” when the
AQI is between 101 and 200,
"poor” between 201
and 300, and “very
poor” between 301
and 400. Beyond
400, alr quality is
termed "severa”.

(poor) at 4pm. By B Flights hit, fog

7pm, itdeteriorated N ;  alertissued

0 273 and by 10pm, REATHE Officials from the

itwas 277 ——— Met department said
Mahesh Palawat, that only shallow fog

vice president at Skymet, said,
“The wind speed was around 7-8
kmph throughout the day on
Saturday, with wind conditons
expected to remain the same
over the next two days.”
According to forecasts by the
Alr Quality Early Warning Sys-
tem (AQEWS) for Delhl, the air
quality is likely to be back in the
very poar category by Sunday.
“The air quality is likely to be
in the very poor category from

was seen [n the morning hours
of Saturday. According toairport
officials, 34 arrivals and 38
departures were cancelled at the
Delhi airpore. The flight racking
website FlightRadar24 showed
that over 500 flights were
delayed. Airport officials said the
cancellations and delays were
predominantly due to the impact
at other airports, including sev-
eral in northern India, where vis-
ibility was severely affected.

Anairport official said, "Most
of the cancelled flights are
planned cancellations, based on
weather forecasts by the IMD.
While considering a flight, the
weather of both the source city
and destination are checked,
which is why despite visibility in
Delhi remaining good on Satur-
day, there were still a significant
number of cancellations.”

Along the same lines, airlines
have been posting on their social
media handles, requesting pas-
sengers to check for updates.

Alr India wrote on their social
media account on X late on Fri-
day night, “Poor visibility due to
fiog, fiorecast in parts of northern
and southern India, including
Delhi and Hyderabad, may
impact flight operations across
the network...If you are flying
with us [OMOrTow, We reco-
mend that you check your flight
stamus before heading to the air-
port and allow extra time for
your commute to the airpore..”

Mercury to dip

The minimum temperature on
Saturday was recorded atr 8
deprees Celsius {°C) , which was

FAJK R /HT PHOTO

L2C above normal and a degree
lower than the day before. The
Met department has forecast the
minimum temperature to dip
further, o around 6-8°C on Sun-
day. "This is predominantly
because of the cold northwest-
erly winds impacting the region,
which are expected to continue
for the next tew days,™ Palawat
added.

The maximum on the day was
logged at 17.3°C, two degrees
below normal. Forecasts suggest
that the maximum temperature
Is expected to be around 17-19°C
on Sunday.

IMD officials sald that clear
skies are expected to persist for
the next few days, under the
influence of which the maxi-
mum temperature would
Increase and the minimum
would dip further, as more heat
s absorbed by the earth’s sur-
face during the day and an ade-
quate amount of heat is released
just as easily at night.

Meanwhile, the Met depart-
ment has forecast dense to very
dense fog conditions to continie
over north India for the next
seven days.

GURUGRAM DIST
LOGS SEASON'S
COLDEST DAY WITH
MIN TEMP OF 3.8°C

Mihika Shah
Fitpepearterid hindustantimes com

GURUGRAM: Gurugram district
on Saturday logged its coldest
day of the season with the mini-
mum temperature dropping to
38°C. nearly 27°C lower than the
previous day, according to the
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment. The maximum tempera-
ture was recorded at 15.6°C.

Very dense fog was observed
on Saturday morning, with visi-
bility dropping to around 800
metres at about 8 am, officlals
said. The IMD has Issued an
orange alert for the city for the
next two days, warning of very
dense fog at isolated locations
across Haryana, including Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Mewat, Palwal,
Nuh, Jhajjar, Rewari and Sirsa.

Officials sald minimum tem-
peratures are expected to dip
further in the coming week,
while maximum temperatures
are likely to hover between 16°C
and 18°C and minimums
between 2°C and 4°C.

“The weather is expected to
remain largely unchanged, with
minimum temperatures likely to
dip in the coming days. Strong
winds and dense fog are also
forecasted, so commuters are
advised to maintain safe distan-
ces, use fog lights, and avold
travelling during early morning
or late-night hours on high-
ways,” sald Surinder Paul,
director of IMD Chandigarh.

Experts linked the recent
improvement in air quality to
changing weather conditions.
“Shifts in weather have strength-
ened wind flow across northern
India, leading to faster dilution
of pollutants,” an IMD official
sabd.

Despite this, the district
recorded an air quality index of
244 om Sarurday at 4pm, placing
itin the "poor” category, accord-
ing to the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB).
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US-bound Air India
passengers stranded

S LALITHA @ New Delhi

THE 335 passengers on board Al-173, an Air
India Boeing 777 flight from Delhi to San
Francisco, faced an unexpected delay on
Saturday, leaving them fuming.

Just before the boarding at Terminal 3,
passengers were asked to wait due to an en-
gine fault. Airline staff informed passen-
gers that an alternative aircraft was being
arranged, but it had fewer seats and could
not accommodate 47 passengers, who were
later booked in a different aircraft; however,
eight of them could not be accommodated
until Sunday.

An evewitness said, “Many had connect-
ing flights from San Francisco to other cit-
ies, and this completely upset their plan.™
Another passenger said, “A family had to
leave behind their elderly parent as her lug-
gage had already been off-loaded.”

Confirming the delay, an Air India source
said, “We could take onboard a maximum
of 278 passengers. We have preference for
kids, the elderly, and ladies. All the 47 de-
nied boarding were given a good compensa-
tion as a goodwill gesture. They were also
given an option for full ticket refuind.”
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14 flights diverted, 2
to Andhra Pradesh

Hyderabad: Dense foginthe
early hours of Friday severely
disrupted flight operations at
the Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, leading to 14 inbound
flights being diverted, atleast
nine flights being delayed &19
IndiGo flights being cancelled
due to poor visibility. un
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Why its essential to fix infra before allowing more airlines

Past experience has shown that the regulator is incapable of strictly enforcing safety norms for even the existing operators

Pusuea GIRIMAJL

IVIL aviation is once again in the news. 1
am not referring to the flight disruptions
caused by heavy fog in the northern parts
of the country, but 1o news reports that
three new ar operators are hilely to hit the
Indian skies soon. At first glance, it seems like a very
positive development, particulerly in the aftermath of
the IndiGo meltdown, when everyone realised the fol-
Iy of allowing one airline to dominate the skies
However, in the interest of consumer safety, 1 would
very strongly mrgue in favour of the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation first Inproving the safety infrastructure before per-
mitting more arlines o enter the skes, From past expe-
riences in general and the IndiGo fiasco in particular, it is
very clear that the regulator — Direetorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA) —doesnot have thecapability tostrict-
ly enforee safety regulations in respect of even the exist-
ing operators. So, burdening the regulator with more
players and more compliance monitoring would only
imperil passenger safety
Take, for example, the media reports on the very first
day of 2026 about the show-cause notice 1ssued by the
DGCA to Air India for operating a Boeing Dreamliner
despite persistent technical snags. This violation (and
many others) by the airdine is not only a reflection of its
conternpt for laws and standards meant [br passenger
safety, but alsothe regulator’s inability 1o rein in recal-
citrant airlines. In fact, a recent report of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee (August 2025) flagged
many such vulnerabilities in India’s aviation safety.

The observations of the committee on the attitude of

airlines to aireralt maintenance is highly worrisome.
“What has come o light is that in the trade-ofT between
grounding an aircraft for maintenance and scheduling
it for passenger joumneys, airlines prioritise profiteer-
ing over safety concems. Even when an obvious main-
tenance flaw comes Lo light, the Qight is not immediate-
ly grounded, rather the aircraft continues to be in

ﬂl!tl'i[’llll‘lt @4 January 2026

Sun,

i

A recent report of the Padiamentary Et.nrl:l ing Committee says that in the trade-off butmngrnurdwanuimdtfw
maintenance and scheduling it for journeys, alrlines prioritise profiteering over safety concems., MANAS RANIAN BHUI

Filling up vacancies in critical areas affecting safety, strengthening
enforcement mechanisms, enhancing regulatory autonomy and
competence should be the priority in 2026

operation for some more passenger fights before it is
grounded for maintenance purposes,” it notes.

When the regulator notifies airlines about the defi-
viencies in safety compliance, one expects the service
providers to fix the Naws with alacrity. However, that is

not always the case, despite the seriousness of some of

the safety lapses. In this context, the Parliamentary
Committee refers to the DGCA’s annual surveillance
programme. Describing it as a cornerstone of the
DGCA's safety oversight function, designed to proac-
tively identify and rectify non-compliance by airlines,
the committee points outl that the regulator has an
impressive record of unearthing defidencies. Howev-

https://epaper,tribuneindia,. com/c/78865487

er, in the absence of strict post-surveillance regulatory
oversight, many of the flaws linger on, say=s the report.

In 2024, for example, the DGCA conducted 3,945
surveillance exercises, identifving 12,683 deficien-
cies, comprising 81 serious level-1 and 12,602 level -2
lapses. However, 861 level-2 deficiencies reminined
pending at the close of 2024,

In 2025, up to April. surveillance activities detect-
ed 4,692 deficiencies, butl only 945 were rectified,
leaving a staggering 3,747 deficiencies pending.
This included 37 level-1 deficiencies, representing
serious safety lapses requiring immediate attention.
In fact, the surveillance creates a false sense of secu-

rity where the ‘activity’ of conducting thousands of
audits is mistaken for the ‘outeome’ of enhanced
safety, the report says.

The IndiGo crisis brought into the limelight a critical
safety factorthat most air passengers were unaware of;
the importance of ensunng adequate rest for pilots, to
mitigate pilot fatigue and stress. In January 2024, a
Batik Air flight in Indonesia was found to be flying on
an incorrect path following both the pilot and the co-
pilot falling asleep. In 2022, an Ethiopian airdine
missed the Addis Ababa landing for similar reasons. In
fact, sleep inertia and the consequent impaired judge-
ment is said to have contributed o the tragic air aca-
dent in Mangaluru in 2010, resulting in 158 deaths.

The parliamentary report focuses not only on the
safety significance of Flight Duty Time Limitations for
pilots, but also for air traffic controllers (ATC). And it
expresses distress over the acute shortage of ATCs ata
time when their workload has increased tremend ous-
ly on account of the sheer volume of traflic and the
growing complexity of airspace management.

The report is also eritical of how the regulators (the
Airports Authority of India and the DGCA) themselves
are violating the prescribed Watch Duty Time Limita-
tion norms for air traffic controllers al numerous air-
ports through exem ptions!

Allin all, 2025 will go down in history as an edremely
bad vear for air passenger safety as well as passen ger
rights in India. Besides the Air India air crash at Ahmed-
abad which tragically snuffed outthe lives of 200 persons,
the IndiGo meltdown led o severe violations of passen-
g rights. So, before suthorising more airlines (o operate,
the avil aviation ministry should first fix the infrastrue
tural and regulatory lacunae that jpopardise passen ger
safety. This should include flling up vacincies in oitical
areas affecting safety, strengthening the enforcement
mechamisms, enhancing regulatory autonomy and come
petence. In fact, that should be the prionty in 2026,

— The wrilerisa
consumer affairs expert



	HU-ND-4 JAN.jpg
	DB DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	DJ DL 04JAN2026.jpg
	DJ RS 04JAN2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-3 JAN.JPG
	HH DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	HU-ND-4 JAN.JPG
	MS DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	NVT DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	ST DL 04JAN2026.jpg
	AU DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	BL DL 3JAN2026.JPG
	DB-JAI-3 JAN.JPG
	DBU DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	DC-HYD-3 JAN.JPG
	DJ DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	FE DL 4JAN2026 PG-1.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-3 JAN.JPG
	HT-ND-4 JAN.JPG
	HT-ND-4 JAN-A.JPG
	JS DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	MS DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	NBT DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	NVT DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	PK DL 04JAN2026.JPG
	SB-LUC-3 JAN.JPG
	TOI-HYD-3 JAN.JPG
	TRI DL 04JAN2026.jpg

