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AAI conducting audit of communication,
navigation, surveillance equipment at all airports

NEW DELHI, Dec 1; Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
15 carrying out a comprehen-
sive audit of all communication,
navigation and surveillance
equipment across the airports
in the wake of the technical
glitch with the air traffic con-
trol system at the Delhi air-
port that resulted in hundreds
of flight delays last month.

The technical problem
with the Automatic Message
Switching System, which
supports the an traffic con-

trol's flight planming process,
resulted m flight delays and
cancellations at the Delhi air-
port on November 7. In a
written reply to Rajya Sabha
on Monday, Union minister
Murhidhar Mohol said high
latency in the processing and
delivery of Air Traffic Serv-
ice messages to Air Traffic
Management Automation
System and other stakehold-
ers was observed at the Del-
hi airport on November 6 at
11 am. This had led to a de-

lay 1n the dehvery of Aero-
nautical Fixed Telecommuni-
cation Network messages,
including Flight Plan, issu-
ance of mandatory Flight In-
formation Centre number
and Air Defence Clearances,
resulting in delays of 397
scheduled passenger depar-
tures from November 6 to
November 8, Mohol said.
The Mimster of State for
Civil Aviation said that in re-
sponse to the technical fail-
ure at the Delhi airport on

November 6 and November
7, AAI has been directed to
carry out a comprehensive
audit of all communication,
navigation and surveillance
equipment across the air-
ports to evaluate their con-
dition, operational reliability
and lifecycle management.
AAThas alsoundertaken the
replacement of the existing [P
based Automatic Message
Switching System with the
new Air Traffic Services Mes-
sage Handling System. — PTI
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GPS spoofing, interference reported
at seven major airports: Govt

No effect on
movements of
flights

NEW DELHI, DHNS

PS spoofing and inter-
ference incidents have

been reported at Delhi,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolk-
ata, Amritsar, Hyderabad,
and Chennai airports, and
the Wireless Monitoring Or-
ganisation (WMO) has been
asked to identify the source of
spoofing, the Ministry of Civil
Aviationinformed Rajya Sabha
on Monday.

Responding to the questions
raised by YSR Congress MP
Niranjan Reddy, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said cybersecurity is ensured
by continuous upgrades, and
new protective measures are
being taken as the nature and
type of the threat change.

He said some flights report-
ed GPS spoofing in the vicinity
of Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airportin Delhi while using
GPS-based landing proce-

SIGNAL SABOTAGE

Some flights reported GPS spoofing in the vicinity of Indira
Gandhi International Airport in Delhi. REUTERS FILE

= Global Positioning System/Global Navigation Satellite
System spoofing and jamming refers to attempts to manip-
ulate a user’s navigation system by giving false signals.

= Wireless Monitoring Organisation mobilised fo locate

spoofing signals near runways.

= interference reported from Delhi to Chennai since late

2023,

dures as they approached the
runway.

Contingency procedures

Contingency procedures were
used for GPS-spoofed Hights
approaching the runway, he
said, adding there were no ef-
fects on movements of flights,
on other runway ends having

conventional navigational aids
being operational, he said.
“Airports Authority of India
{AAT) has also requested Wire-
less Monitoring Organisation
(WMO) to possibly identify
the source of interference/
spoofing. During the high-lev-
elmeeting, WMO wasdirected
to mobilise more resources to

identify the source of spoofing
based on approximate spoof-
ing location details shared by
DGCA and Airports Authority
of India,” Naidu said.

Alfter being mandated by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to report
instances of GPS jamming
or spoofing since November
2023, he said, regular reports
are being received from other
major airports in the country.
“GNSS interference reports
are being received from Kolk-
ata, Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyder-
abad, Bangaluru, and Chennai
airports,” he said.

Naidu said Minimum Oper-
ating Network (MON), consist-
ing of Conventional {Ground-
based) Navigation and
Surveillance Infrastructure,
are retained in accordance
with global best practices.

“To enhance cybersecurity
against global threats, AAl is
implementing advanced cy-
bersecurity solutions for IT
networks and infrastructure.
These actions have been taken
inaccordance with the Nation-
al Critical Information Infra-
structure Protection Centre
and Indian Computer Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT-
In) guidelines,” he added.
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Many airports
complained of
GPS spoofing,
says centre

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Complaints regarding GPS
spoofing or counterfeit sa-
tellite signals experienced
by aircraft were received
from airports in Kolkata,
Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyde-
rabad, Bengaluru and
Chennai, the Centre in-
formed Parliament on
Monday.

In response to a ques-
tion from YSRCP MP S. Ni-
ranjan Reddy, Minister for
Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Naidu admitted that “some
flights” encountered GPS
spoofing in the vicinity of
Delhi airport as reported
by The Hindu on Novem-
ber 7 about such events in
the first week of the
month.

The Minister said follow-
ing the events, “the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) has requested Wire-
less Monitoring Organisa-
tion (WMO) to identify the
source of interference/
spoofing.” The WMO has
also been directed to mo-
bilise more resources to
trace the sources based on
approximate spoofing loca-
tion details shared by the
DGCA and the AAI
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Govtadmits GPS spoofingat Delhi's
IGIairport;noflightdisruptions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 1 December

The Narendra Modi
government on Monday
admitted that several flights
approaching the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGI) in
New Delhi reported GPS
spoofing last month.

In response 1o a question
in Rajya Sabha during the
Winter Session of Parliament,
Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu said GPS
spoofing incidents occurred
while aircraft were using
GPS-based landing procedures
on Runway 10 at IGI Airport.

He, however, asserted that
this did not disrupt the flight
operationsas the flights switched
to contingency procedures
after receiving spoofied navigation
signals. The minister said the

flights used other runways as

well as conventional
ground-based navigational
aids. OnNovember 6, around
800 flights were reportedly
delayed following a technical
glitch inthe Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSS) of
the Air Traffic Control.

The GPS spoofing was also
reported at several other
airports, including Kolkata,
Mumbai and Chennai "Kolkata,
Amiritsar, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Chennai

airports have all recorded
GNSSinterference incidents,”
Naidu added. Meanwhile, the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) is seeking Wireless
Monitoring Organisation
(WMO)'s help in tracing the
spoofing origin "After being
mandated by DGCA toreport
instances of GPS jamming/
spoofing since November
2023, regular reports are being
received from other major
airports in the country, Naidu
added.
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Lens on airport
GPS spoofing

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The government
on Monday informed Parlia-
ment that GPS spoofing had
been reported in Delhi, Calcut-
ta and five other alrports, and
directions had been issued to
the Wireless Monitoring Or-
ganisation (WMO) to identify
the source of interference.

GPS spoofing refers to at-
tempts to manipulate a user's
navigation system by giving
false signals.

Confirming the recent re-
port of GPS spoofing at the
Delhi airport, civil aviation
minister K. Rammohan Naidu
told the Rajva Sabha that it did
not affect flight movements

“Some flights reported
GPS spoofing in the vicinity of
IGIA, New Delhi while using
GPS-basad landing procedures,
while approaching on runway
MWYY 10. Contingency nro-

cedures were used for GPS
spoofed flights approaching
RWY 10," Naldu said in a writ
ten reply to the Rajva Sabha.

Last month, the Delhi air-
port had reported GPS spoof
ing and a technical glitch In its
Automatic Messaging Switch
System (AMSS), a software
used for flight planning.

“Afrports Authority of
India (AAT) has also request-
ed WMO to possibly identify
the source of interference/
spoofing. During the high-lev-
el meeting, WMO was directed
to mobilise more resources tc
identify the source of spoofing
based on approximate spoof:
ing location details shared by
DGCA and AAT " Naidu said.

Regular reports of Global
Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS) interference have
also been received from Cal-
cutta, Amritsar, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Bangalore and
Chemmai airnorts.



AIRF‘UH 'SAUT HL}F?I T‘l’ OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHT 3 DECEMBEER 2025

W O&
ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ

ta'{ré’r EECR I
qﬁf‘aﬁﬁi%ﬂ%m&mm‘
9T TETET 1 VI 99-5 o
H A @9En #H 9 U
e A e & AW
T TS WA T T ST EE
T 72T | % TSN UF 4E 9
fereem #f amé s ¥ werd ta
i | T3 3z 7 A dfzm W
9z %1 fF 7% T 45 fiFe
T T THERA 9 qae w
T EH SE-3 ufma @1
gaw 794 F o0 | F1 w/
of| TH 10:49 9 U3 ifzw 3
wE 9 fF o v feem
gl mw | 9 ¥ foem omm
A it 33 3w Fuffe 599
F A o @ &



AIRP&JHISAUIH HITY L?F- iHUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHT 2 DECEMEBEER 2025

Fears of steep user fee increase at Delhi
and Mumbai airports unfounded: APAO

.I.ntﬂh Phadnis
Murnbai

Fears of a multi-fold rise in
user development fiees at the
Delhi and Mumbai sirports
are unfounded, an executive
from the Association of
Private Airport Operators
[APACY) has suid.

The concerns of a steepin-
crease arose following a re-
cent Telecom Disputes Set-
tement and  Appellate
Tribunal (TDSAT) judgment
d!n:l:nng the Airports Eco-
nomic Regubatory Authority
(AERA to recalculate the hy-
pothetical regulatory asset
base (HRAB] of the two air-
ports of FY 2008-09,

HRAB is the notional
value of airport assets and is
used for the purpose of cal-
culating tariffs.

A recalculation as per the
TDSAT mandate would sig-
nificantly increase the two

rts” ave revenue rme-
mmnu m what was
approved by the regulator. As
such, the airports would now
be able to recover the differ-
ence inform of anincrease in
user fees.

TDSAT JUDGMENT
AERA has sppealed aguinst
the TDEAT J'Eggmcnt before
the Supreme Court, and the
matter is ex to be
hmdunW:quP:.cdt;g

The Civil Aviation Min-
istry has backed AERA in the
dispute and warned of & sig-
nificant increase in user

charges for passengens if the
tribumnal nrcﬁ:r 18 r1'..'ri{é|1':pJ.|.'1:|:|.:i'i-
ted. The Ministry estimates
that domestic UDF at Delhi
could rise from %129 to
71,261 and at Mumbai from
175 o T3 856,

The airports associstion,
however, has said the fears
are cxagyerated. “It is not lo-
gical to recover past period

revenue in over three years
only,” the APAD exccutive
said.

He added that the burden
on passengers would be min-
imal if the recovery is spread
in two control periods over
the next 8-10 years.

“Evaluating the entire re-
covery solely through nser
development fee  departs
from the standard methodo-
logy, which allocates such ad-
justments across tardf cat-
egorics (such as aircraft
landing and parking charges,
common  user  terminal
equipment fees, etc). Under
this ch, the imcre-
m.:nta‘-llpugl;:‘::'ﬂd:vriupmntf::
at the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports will be marginal,” he
claimed.

Also, a significant amount
earned by the two airports
will be shared with the Air-
part_-i.uﬂ'l.unr'_-'nflnd.masl:l:r
their CONCeSElI0n

EFCEITIEL'LLT.
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58 flights delayed in B'luru airport, reason unclear

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengalueu

MULTIPLE flights departing
from Kempegowda Internation-
al Adrport (KIA) were delayed
by 60-90 minutes on Tuesday,
inconveniencing hundreds of
passengers, While the exact
cause is unknown, a source
from Bangalore International
Alrport Limited (BIAL)
zaid the delays were due to “op-
erational reasons”™ by the air-
lines, and had nothing to do
with the airport.

Apcording to ight tracking

website Skyzcanner, around 58
flights were delayed. Of them,
IndiGo reported 29 delays till
g9pm Tuesday

Ajr India Express which ac-
cording to Skyscanner suffered
12 delays. had three aireraft
pushed back from the gate, and
had them come back with the
pilots refusing to fly “Three of
our lights departing from Ben-
galurn today (Dec 2) were de-
layed by approximately 1 to 1.5
hours after the flight crew
elected to return to the bay
as aprecantionary safoty meas-

ure, in line with standard oper-
ating procodures.

All aireraft were inspected
by our engineering teams and
cleared for operations after the
necessary checks were com-
pleted. We regret the inconven-
ience and appreciate the pa-
tience and understanding of
our guests. Safety remains our
highest priority, and we are
committed to upholding the
strongest operational and engi-
neering standards,” said an Alr
India Express spokesperson.

Ajr India suffered six delavs,

Star Alr three delays, and
SpiceJet two delays. Akasa Air,
Singapore Airlines, Batik Air
Malaysia, Air France, Lufthan-
sa, Virgin Atlantic and Kunwait
Alrways suffered one delay
cach.” A third-party system
disruption has been affecting
check-in systems at various
airports, resulting in delays
across multiple aidines, inclod-
ing Air India. Our airport
teams are working diligently to
ensure a smooth check-in expe-
rience for all passengers.” Ailr
Inidia said in a statement on 3
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Airport readies to shift gears to future

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: The new director of
NSCBI Airport has outlined
an ambitious plan to tackle the
terminal’s chronic cleanliness
problems, expand passenger
capacity, and attract direct
flights to Europe and the US.

Vikram Singh shared his
priorities with Metro, from
overhauling malntenance sys-
tems to terminal expansion
and boosting International
connectivity.

Cleanliness plan

Singh 1s implementing a syn-
chronised system for cleaning
and maintaining washrooms
and aerobridges, bringing
together the housekeeping
agency, civil engineering and
electrical departments.
“Each agency has been
asked to coordinate when
major cleaning and mainte-
nance work 1s done. Usually,
a full day 1s required for such
work."” Sineh said. “Withont

synchronisation, if each agen-
cy works separately, facilitles
remain inaccessible for more
than a day each month. This
canses inconvenience for pas-
sengers.”

Under the new system, all
three agencles will work to-
gether, reducing downtime.

Addittonally, one officer
will be dedicated solely to
managing and overseeing
cleaning operations at the ter-
minal milding.

“The alrport manager
has several responsibilities,
50 we nead one dedicated offi-
clal,” satd Singh. This officer
will prepare regular cleaning
schedules, oversee work and
identify deficlencles.

The airport’s stinking
and perpetually wet wash-
rooms have been a constant
complaint among passengers
since the present terminal
opened 1n 2011. Reluctant
cleaners backed by unlons
and flawed design are the
rwn main culorits hehingd the

persistent problem.

There are 23 washroom
blocks, each with three units
for men, women and passen-
gers with disabifities.

The airport is renovating
all blocks in phases to make
them brighter and cleaner,

Technical help

Last week, the alrport called
in a reputable bathroom fit-
ting manufacturer for techni-
cal guldance.

“We sought thelr sugges-
Hons, using one washroom as
a prototype. We've observed
that the cleaning agency some-
times uses ineffective chemi-
cals, and the cleaning stand-
ard falls short. So we sought
technical help from manufac-
turers who can spectfy exactly
what's needed to achieve the
desired standard,” Singh satd.

The manufacturer has
recommended chemicals that
the agency doesn't currently
use, “If additional funds are
neader]. wa'll arranees for that.™

[

The under-constr uction section on the international

e

side of the Caleutta airport’s terminal building

Singh said. The airport will
alsoconsult other fitting manu-
facturers and floor tile makers.

Terminal expansion

The expansion of the exist-
ing terminal, adjacent to the
international section, will be
complete In about three
months, Singh sald. “The work
1satan advanced stage, and we
exnect it to he commissioned

soon,” he sald.

The additional 5,600 square
metres will allow the termi-
nal to handle two million
exira passengers annually.
Currently, the building can
accommodate 26 million pas-
sangers per vear. In 2024-25, 1t
handied 21.83 million passen-
gers, up from 19.4 million in
2023-24.

“Mora immigration and

security hold counters will
be installed in the new area,”
Singh said.

On the domesiic side, an
unutilised security hold area
near portal A will open for
passengers in July or August.
“This will reduce quenes at se-
curlty check couniers,” Singh
said, bringing the total num-
ber of securliy hold areas from
three to four.

Phase I1 of the expansion
plan, which will entail con-
structlon of a new bullding
where the old domestic termi-
nal now stands, will begin In
mid-2026, officials said.

On the apron side, new
parking bays will be complet-
ed alongside the terminal
expansion, increasing the
number from 74 to more than
125.

International flights

Singh satd his focus would also
be on how to Increase inter-
national fitghts from the city.
There are no diract fliehts to

Europe or the US from Cal-
cutta.

“An airport's viability in-
creases with more internation-
al flights. International pas-
sengers spand more time at the
atrport, buving from duty-free
stores and using food and bev-
erage facilities.” Singh said.

Landing and parking
charges for International
flights are also higher than for
domestic ones.

Calcutta alrport has very
low International passenger
numbers. It handles around
59,000 domestic passengers
daily on average, compared to
only 8,700 international pas-
SETEgars.

“T've asked tour operators
to provide data on how many
passengers actually fly to Eu-
rope and the US from Calcutta.
Based on that, Il write to the
airlines,” Singh sald.

Calcutta lacks direct con-
nectivity to Europe and the
US, forcing passengers to tran-
sit throneh othar cities.
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KIA plans new ATC
tower amid surge in
flight movements

Nithya.Mandyam

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Kempegowda
International Airport
{KIA), one of the busiest in
the country in terms of pas-
senger numbers, is gearing
up for a major infrastructu-
re upgrade with the propo-
sal for a new air traffic cont-
rol (ATC) tower. The move
comes as aircraft move-
ments continue to rise shar-
ply, driven by expanded air-
port capacity and increased
domestic and international
connectivity.

When KIA began opera-
tions on its 4,000-acre cam-
pus, the ATC tower was built
to manage a single runway.
Since then, the airport has
grown significantly, with a
second runway and Termi-
nal 2 now fully operational
as around 750 flights — do-
mestic and international
operate daily This expan-
sion has pushed the existing
ATC, now 18 years old, close
toits functional limits,

To address these de-
mands and prepare for futu-
re growth, Bengaluru Inter-
national Airport Ltd (BIAL)
has floated tenders for the
designand development of a
new ATC tower. The facility
is targeted for commissio-
ning by 2027.

A senior airport official
said: “The existing ATC ne-
eds an upgrade with the la-
test technology and infrast-
ructure. To carry out that
work smoothly, we need anot-
her ATC operating simulta-

FACILITY BY 2027?

neously, given the volume of
air traffic. Tenders have been
invited, but it will take time
before they arefinalised.”

According to officials,
the new tower will signifi-
cantly enhance the airport's
capacity to handle aircraft
movements, streamline arri-
vals and departures, and bol-
ster safety. It is also expected
to strengthen emergency re-
sponse systems, improve we-
ather-monitoring capabiliti-
es, and include upgraded fa-
cilities such as rest areas for
air traffic controllers.

Bengaluru recently sur-
passed Mumbai in terms of
domestic aircraft move-
ments, In Oct, KIA handled
20,819 domestic  flights,
slightly more than Mumba-
i's 20,540. Though Bengalu-
ru managed more aircraft
operations, Mumbai conti-
nued to lead in passenger vo-
lumes—32lakh comparedto
Bengaluru's 31 lakh.

KIA, which handled 4.3
crore passengers in 2024, is
undergoing a large-scale ex-
pansion to cater to future de-
mand. BIAL aims to scale up
capacity to 11.4 crore pas-
sengers annually, with the
new ATC tower being a key
componentof thislong-term
infrastructure upgrade.
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3K slider turtle hatchlings, 4kg of
hydroponic weed seized at an'port

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Customs sleuths
thwarted the bid to smuggle
nearly 3,000 hatchlings of
red-eared slider turtles into
the country from RKuala
Lumpur and arrested a Ma-
laysian national. In two
other incidents, 4kg of hyd-
roponic weed was seized
from flvers.

The Malaysian flver, who
reached Chennai by Singa-
pore Airlines flight from Ku-
ala Lumpur on Nov 28, was
intercepted based on speci-
fic intelligence.

Upon spotting some mo-
ving objects while scanning
his check-in luggage, the sle-
uths searched the bag and fo-
und hatchlings of red-eared
slider turtle. This is a highly
invasive species, transporta-
tionof whichisbanned in In-

CDN‘mlBAHD The turtles were sent back to Malaysia. Two flyers
from Bangkok on Sunday were nabbed for smugagling ganja

dia. The turtles are in high
demand in the illegal pet
market in Chennai and in
other parts of India. The
turtles wereseized under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act and
the Customs Act. The flyer
wasarrested and the wildlife
was deported to Malaysia.
Similarly, two Indian
men who landed in Chennai
from Bangkok on Sunday on

ThaiLion Airwaysflightand
Malaysian Airlines flight
were intercepted. One of the
flyers took atransitroute via
Kuala Lumpur had 3.42 kg of
hydroponic weed worth 1.5
crore. The other flver was se-
cured in possession of 650
grams of the hydroponic
ganja. The flyers were arres-
ted and remanded in judicial
custody
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Al uses A320
sans safety

paper, DGCA

- -
starts inquiry
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 2

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has launched a probe on
Alr India for operating
an A320 neo plane with-
out having a requisite
airworthiness certifica-
tion on at least eight
routes. The DGCA has
also ordered the de.ros.
tering of the personnel
concernad till comple-
tion of the investigation.
Alr India is also carry-
ing out an internal
investigation to identify
deficiencies in their sys-
tem and put corrective
measures in place to pre-
vent such failures from
occurring in future, a
statement from the com-
pany said on Tuesday.
Alr India issues an air-
worthiness review cer-
tificate (ARC) In respect
of the aircraft it oper-
ates. The ARC is issued
annually in respect of an
aircraft after a compre-
hensive review of its
n!alqter}ance“ II‘EGO'I‘GS:
physical condition and
verification of compli-
ance with all airworthi-
ness standards. It acts as
a validation of the air-
craft's main certificate of
airworthiness (C of A).
The DGCA said that as
part of the merger
process of Vistara into
Alr India, in 2024, in
respect of all the 70
Vistara aircraft, it was
decided that the first
ARC renewal post-merg-
er will be done by the
DGCA. To date, the ARC
for all 69 aircraft has
been issued by the DGCA
after satisfactory compli-
ance by the operator
Regarding the 70th air-
craft, the operator filed
an application with the
DGCA and subsequently,
the aircraft was ground-
ed for an engine change.
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Jagan’s chopper, aircraft

bills cost X223 crore

— splunming ¥500 crore on a3

e D, Vi Sy eariog
the truth. Andhra Pradesh de-

Former Andhra Pradesh Chief  served a vision — they gotava-

Minister Y5 Jagem  Mohan
Reddy spent about T223 crore
anhelicopter and siroraft travel
between 2019 and 2024 when
his YSR Congress Party was in
er.

e ingr t0 data availahle
with the Andhra Pradesh Avi-
ation Corporation Lid, Reddy
spent £222.85 crore of public
money on belicopter and air-
craft travel during his five-year
stintas CML.

An diture of T87 crore
was Tl’t]icu]:t:rs while
IlIZ_"II Crore Was spent on

arcraft. About T23
nﬁmrdmg crew hand-

l:ng and lodging was drawn
from the State treasury. “While
people struggled for jobs and
amenities, Jagan Reddy was

cation instead.” IT Minister
MNara Lokesh szidina X post.

The information on the cost
of the travel was obtained
through BT1s filed by activist
Suresh Babu,
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IndiGo hit with ¥117 cr

input tax credit penalty
—

Mew Delhi: IndiGo on Tuasday
zaid it has been slapped with a
penalty of $117.52 crore
redated to input tax credit, and
theairline will chalienge the
ruling. The penalty has been
imposed on the airline by tha
Joint Commiéssionar of Central
Tax and Central Excise, CGST
Kochi Commissionerate, Kerala
According to a regulatary fling,
the fine is related to the period
201819 to 2021-22 m
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Air India suspends staft as A320 operated
with expired airworthiness certificate

Rﬂhlt WVaid
Hew Delhi

As a fallout of 8 major safety
breach, at least eight Air In-
dia staff members have been

nded after the aviation
regulator found that an Air-
bus A320 was operated with
an expired airworthiness re-
view certificate.

Following the incident,
the Directorate General of
Civil  Aviation (DGCA)
launched an imvestigation.

Sources told hustnessling,
“This suspension could es-
calate into outright termina-
tion, and the financial reper-
cussions for the airline may
be substantial.”

EIGHT SUSPENDED
“Department-level  heads
may also face suspension as

the imvestigation p S5CE.
As of now eight statf mem-
bers have been suspended.”

Meanwhile, the regulator

—

has instructed the airline o
ground the aircraft. Notably,
LLndl:r the delegated author-
ity, Air India issues the sir-
worthiness review certificate
(ARC) for asircraft it oper-
ates, The ARC is issued an-
nually after a comprehensive
review of maintenance re-
cords, the aircraft’s physical
condition and verification of
compliance with applicahle
pirworthiness standards.
Besides, the certificate
serves as a validation of the
gireraft's main ‘Certificate of

Airworthiness’ (C of A).

As per the regulator, dur-
ing the merger process of
Vistara with Air India in
2024, it was decided that the
first ARC renewal for all 70
Vistara aircraft would be car-
ried out by the DGCA.

COMPLIANCE
Till date, ARC for &9 aircraft
has been issued by the regu-
lator after satisfactory com-
pliance by the operator.

MNevertheless, in the case
of the seventieth aircraft, Air
India filed the application
with the DGCA, and the air-
craft  was  subsequently
grounded for an  engine
ch X

ﬁtllu‘ing this perind”, the
ARC expired, said the regu-
lator, adding yet the aircraft
was released for service after
the engine replacement.

However, on November
26, 2025, the operator in-
formed the DDGCA that the
gircraft had been Bown on

the expired ARC for eight
revenue  sectors.  Accord-
ingly, the regulator insti-
tuted an investigation snd
directed the nia:ja:?inr to
ground the aircraft pending
issuance of a fresh ARC. Fur-
thermore, the DGCA sard the
concerned personncl  have
been de-rostered with imme-
diate effect.

In addition, Air Indis, act-
ing on the regulator’s in-
structions, is conducting an
internal probe to identify
systemn deficiencies and im-
p-l:ml:nr. corrective  mecas-
LITes to prevent a recurmence

On its . Air Indin said
that it duly reported the in-
cident to the DGCA and all
personnel  associated with
the decision have been

laced under sus ion,
Ecndtrgfurth:rm‘i:ﬁTm

Wi have initiated a com-
prehensive internal investig-
ation and are fully cooperat-
ing with the regulator,” an
Air India spokesperson said.
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A-l1execs who let plane
with expired licence
fly de-rostered: DGCA

DEEFAH PATEL
Mo Diedhi. I Decemiber

AlrIndia executives, whiowere Involved
In lemting a plane with explred air-
worthiness licence operate eight
commercial flights, have besn de-ros-
tered from the service til the probe by
the Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation {DGCA) s complete, the regulator
sald on Twesday.

Thealrine's 164-seater Alris Azzo plans, with
an expired alrworthiness review certificate [ARC),
few eight times on Movember 24-25. In o state-
ment. the regulator explalned how this entlre serd-
ous safery lapse actually ook place.

The DFCA stafed It has institured an investl-
gation and instriscted the operator o ground the
alireraft. "The ARC process s In progress. Con-
cerned personnel have been de-rostered with
immediate effect pending Inveszigartion. Alr
India, on the instructions of DGCA, 8 carrying out
an Imermal lnvestigation w identify deficiencles
In thiedr system and put corrective measures in
place to prevent such fallures from occurrng ln
future,” it added.

"Under the delegated authorty (CAMO), Alr
Indis lssuss Alrworthiness Review Cerlficams
{ARC) In respect of alrcraft it operates. ARC is
lssued annually in respect of an alrcraft after a
comprehensive review of s malntenance records,
phiysical conditlon and verification of compliance
with all airworthiness standards. It acts asa vallds-
tan of the aircraft's maln Cerificate of Alraorthi-
ness {Cof AL the DGCA sald.

Case file

m The ¥ed-seater Airbus A320 plane, with an
epired airworthiness review certificate
[BRC), fleswr eaghtt tirmes on Movernber 26-25
m Airline informed the DGCA about the
fiying of the arcraft with the expired
¥ ARC onthe “sight revenue sectors”
= Air india on the Instructions of DGCA is
carmyang out an intemnal swestigation to
Identify deficiences

The Continuing Alrworthiness Management
Organization (CAMO) within Alr Indis ssies ARC
annually to keep the C of A allve.

When Viscara was merged inmo Alr Indla in
2024, it was decided thar the first post-merger ARC
af all 70 planes of Vistara will be reviewed and
renewed by the regularor iself and not by the ded-
egated authority within Adr India, ifnoted.

“Till date, ARC for all the sixty-nine alreraft has
been issued by the DGCA after satisfactory com-
pliance by the operator. In respect of the poth ale-
crafi, the operator fled an application with the
DGCA and subsaquent by the alreraft was prounded
for engine change. During this pardod. the ARC
explred. However, thealreraftwas released for ser-
vice after engine change,” the regulator men-
thoned.

The plane was osed to operate eight flights
berwesn November 24 and 25 On November 26,
the airinge informed the DGCA about the fiying of
the abreraft with the expired ARC onthe “edght rev-
ETHEE Sectors”,
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An Airbus A320

AIRBUS A320
JETS FACE NEW
QUALITY ISSUE

Paris, Dec. 1: Airbus
has discovered an indus-
trial quality issue affect-
ing fuselage panels of
several dozen A320-fami-
ly aircraft, industry
sources said on Monday.

The suspected produc-
tion flaw is delaying
some deliveries but
there are no immediate
indications that it has
reached aircraft in serv-
ice, the sources said,
asking not to be named.

Airbus had no immedi-
ate comment.

The origin of the prob-
lem could not immedi-
ately be identified. It em-
erged as Airbus is beef-
ing up efforts to meet
challenging delivery tar-
gets for the year and has
also been distracted by a
weekend recall of jets
over a software bug.

A person with knowl
edge of the matter said
some deliveries were alr-
eady being impacted,
but there was no imme-
diate confirmation of
how many nor for how
long. Industry sources
said the planemaker del-
ivered 72 aircraft in No-
vember, fewer than ana-
lysts had previously
expected. — Reuters



AIRPORTS AU l'l-iORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 2 DECEMBER 2025

TWINBLOWS FOR AIRCRAFT COMPANY

- | = Airbus has identified a quality
»ﬁ( defect in fuselage panels on sev-
eral A320-family jets, delaying
some deliveries and adding pres-
sure as the company races to meet delivery target.

m The issue comes on top of a major software-related re-
call that grounded over half the A320 fleet.




AIRPUH 'SAUT HORIT‘Y UF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK JAGRAN DELHI 2 DECEMEER 2025

fEn U3 o 117

RIS YL BT AT
Hﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁqfﬁﬂﬁﬂm
= TN Bl aa B I E W
117.52 T3 & B JH
TR TR & 3R 98
E0e ¢ud ivfEe (anEc) A
31 & | A o A g

I DY @ i WgEed &
HYE 3R A T8 JHA I
2 | DU A 39 el @ T
- 1 &1 el 2 | U1 A T
5 72 wen fam ad 2018-19 9
2021-22 A TF 8 1)



AIRPUR 'SAUT HOF’IT‘Y OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DAINIK JAGRAN

DELHI

2 DECEMBER 2025

feeT R Aicihde TR SSa1 @1 fTHH 3116 IR 33T

v [ Framm i 4 9%
Ol 3, el Sl o Jia
¥ g1 a8 ger

T fowen, g - Foam Al 1 aen
a1 A FAERE S O
ifem ¥ faens Wi 9= 2
v 2z % us20 T R 3
U ] Wi ()
F fa 28 99 35 W o) UER
HERIER CoiR Sk R
<A TEEE OFRE W OE 9w
e %1 WeE T TR
s 7| el % daer # o
Ul AEEEE A f ) el &
g F1 T T F Aw U
ERRE e i
wmttazcﬂw-ﬂﬁrmu
H gfaa ’"H‘-m & Errm i
T # I TN F WY A8
= T w320 fome = e
T THE @ A0S 35Ea4
meiemed (S J ke
FHOEE # A [ dH T
fEmeT =1 T &) ToE Hoem
£ T =9 sd=ife @ 320 dame
H g2 f=m w2 T T
Wi W 2, =i Heiam SO
F A A o - B

T §1 Tieew § R S A
TR STEar 1 TR S #A
sffirrm ot o g0 2, s uan
o ¥ Wy Fram F Bed ¥
I 7 T T R TEen mEnE
P 1 e o o L W ) v
Zr=M T o faurl & o ramd
Sl T, w708 fEm F
e ¥ T 9 A T e
o e T W1 T N mEten
Terem T

3 sfz A gy s & s

feifda - famn Tl fagm daEm
o § TR SEA J UF TR
Haam FraR W g w9 % T
[T = 87 = 7 SEe A
TR # HiaEE A" e %
T e e s Fomerd 7 2 =
o afe & T A T A

W 3 aan B fae
N et geasEy & AR o
TEE ATHEH & HReE T
FuE | O TSR A9 A
3 g # daW F dew o
72 w3y f fagm dore & day
ﬁ@ﬁﬂ'—ﬁ?fﬁﬂmﬂ
T F TOH £

?]ZIT:IEITIFITf'm"EITf'-‘:ﬂﬁTI'—lT
w20 F famm 98- e, S
wﬁhmm'ﬂm:rzq:mﬁﬁ
et U WA
L2581 T w 25 JEET F, I
oo 3 ged-feeei-dad, dad-

Toae-ga d9w R 9 Ow-
%—rqua*m—gnnwam
= HWUeE % 9, FEE S oI
fo wErEE ¥ A 9 e
GE R e p e i i
THEAEH TerRReE T8 911 THF
aIE TR 4 UF G Head
St W fr-imer B am
THEE] & TaelE FHaE F a9 9
TIe] F THE F F o e
ﬂﬂwmmqfﬁaarmtﬂrnan
79 ", IuE | deEr # T
I @6, a9H e A
1937 & 9 7 F 0N TS
i I I # TR gl
T & o wiee o) sad
el T & T S e i
W WEH A FA F A 9
e f

femm fem 1937 & FAEw O
% AR, 9A o Yoied @4
mmmﬁmm
AEvaEwarell g AEd EEES
= = =



AIRFORTIS AU HC’F’#T‘!’ UF !NU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE EBECONOMITE SLIMES DELHI 2 DECEMBEE Z025

Rirbus to Check A320
Jets for Panel Defects

Airbus SE must inspect hundreds
of its bestselling AZ20 jots for po-
tential quallty faws in the air
craft’s body, an arduous process
that risks complicating the compa-
ny s last4litch effort to meet its de-
livery target. A total of 628jetscon-
tain panels that may be too thickor
too thin due to a manufacturing is-
sue at a supplier, Airbus told AZH
customers in a roughly hour-long
presentation last week. Most of
those alrcraft are still at Alrbus,
with 245 on the final assembly line
or being prepared fordelivery whi-
Je 315 are in earlier stages of pro-
duction. —Bloomberg

LR ELU T IERRE R LT TTIRRR R

Air India, Others
Face Check-In Glitch

New Delhi: Check-in systems of
Alr India and other alrlines faced
glitches on Tussday evening due to
o third-party svstem disruption,
causing Qight deliys at several air-
ports. The problem lasted ot least
4minutes before being resolved, a
source said. “A third-party system
disruption has been affecting
chick-in systems at various adr.
ports, resulting in delaye," Alr In-
dia said in a poston . —PTI
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DGCA orders probe after Air India
flew plane 8 times without licence

Wl e ey 1o

NOWDELME: The Dirvcsorase G-
ol of Ol Assation TDGCA) said
on Tacsday rhot & has launched
an vestigation on Toosday and
prounded an Adr D aireraft
thut wan reporiid o have been
operated for cight comnmercml
Rietiswith an oxpired Arworbe
nees Fieview Cormificue {ARC)

In 3 st roued on Tues
day. the ol aviatiin nogulbsion
sand. "On Neoverntxy 26, (he ofor-
wtawr | Akr Iradia) bnformed DOGCA
st e By of the airorall on
theexpired ARC for eig neverus
sctan.. DGCA has mastisied
irrestigation and irstracted the
ot abia to g the akroraf

The DGCA sald that the per-
sonned concermed have been
de-roszered with b cffoc
prading the completion of the
s s atioe

The stadciners e isauod afiey
& s repo b o fincncial daily
bronaghs the: incidont o light

Adr bsia, acting on DGCA'S
instructions, akso mitiated an
inscrral probe b idemtilfy gaps in
its svsbern anid “pul corrective
s i plaog 1o prevent sich
fallures from ocowTing in
futune. ™ the regulsbor ssd

DGCA SAIDTHAL
THE PERSONNEL
CONCERNED ILAWE
BEEN DE-ROSTERED
WITH INMEDIATE
LFFECT PENDING
THE COMPLETION
OF THE PROBE

“An et ievsbring ooe of
ont mirerall oporating withost an
ErwoariiEness moaew (oSl 5
regretiable. As soom as this came
oour nobor. v dully roporied
W the DGOA and all personine
asimeaciated vty the decieon fave
been placed ender sanperrion.
ponding furtber review, We have
mitiated 3 comprohensive inler
nal iovestigation and are fully
Comfuralieeg with the foguelsor.”
an Adr bades spodorspcran sl
i ac m s ond annually sl a
cornprehenave review of an s
crafly mainicmsnoe roconds
etrysical coradition ard vt il
toen of complance with all air-
worthirsss stanchends, sring as
avabickathon of the aircrafl s msdn
Comifoate of Adrworeeess

The Directorate General of
Ol Asiation Drddia’s aviation

regubmtor, ks the prisnary st -
iny Ehuat s AR, thamapdh it oo
delopmie this. mathority 0 arines.
i i s i e o of Adr Il
Bot sfter Abr India’'s marger
with Vistara, cerman jpis were o
e vmared mn AW througgh o dheoa
prscra. Foliowing e Visbsrs-
Adr Il rrergeer. B wirs deoided
izy 2024 thast the st AR renewal
e all 70 Vistara abrorafi woukd
e carriod out by the DGCA The
regubator has wo e ssced ARCs
bowr e o 1wt e DG A, s
The rogubaior sudd the sovergi:
cth sbreraft had been subenitied
for ARC remiovwal, bat was lader
grourshed for an ongne ¢hangr.
The ARC cxpired during this
poriod, and the aircrall was
reicased for serviee after the
copine replacement. Al India
vesisisrmpced to opeerate the asroraft.
The DGCA said the rorsewal
o b ongoing and the Enes
trpadecn will detormuns resporse:
buiaty fowr the lapss
"AF Indis reTIES IEVWIVET-
bewgy i S coiTETHEMICONT B main-
tadnareg e gt stardunds of
and amy deviation from man-
dated compliance protoonds i
eated wilh wrmos! ATiouEess

el b orocorpitabile 1o the-organi
raon” e vt sail
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DGCA: Air India officials
involved in letting aircratt
operate without certificate
de-rostered, plane grounded

Sukalp Sharma
NewDelthi, December2

ATR INDIA officials who allowed
an aireraft to operate with anex-
pired airworthiness certificate
have been de-rostered pending
aprobeby India’s aviation safety
regulator Directorate Generalof
Civil Aviation (DGCA), and the
Tata group airline was in-
structed to ground that aircraft,
the regulator said Tuesday. Air
Indiaisalso conductinganinter-
nal investigationintothe matter
on the DGCA’s instructions to
identity deficienciesin its sys-
tems and put cormrective
measures in place.

The aircratt—an Airbus
A320 bearing registration V'T-
TON—operated eight commer-
cial flights on an expired Air-
worthiness Review Certificate
(ARC), before Air India volun-
tarily informed the DGCA about
the gatfe on November 26, the
DGCA said. Air India expressed
regret over theincident, adding
that it suspended all personnel
involved inthedecision to oper-
atetheaircratt while its ARC was
not valid. Followingthe tragic
crash of Air India flight AT171 in
Ahmedabad on Junel2, thecar-
fier hasbeen atthe receiving end
of a number of regulatory ac-
tions by the DGCA, a number of
which werea resultofvoluntary
disclosures by the airline.

According to flight tracking
data, the three-year-old air-
craft—which earlier flew with
Vistara—Ilast operated a flight
on November 25, which sug-
gests that it was grounded im-
mediately following Air India’s
disclosure to the regulator, The
dataalso showsthattheaircraft
operated eight flights on No-
vember 24-25, Betore that,, it was
under maintenance for a
month, having operated its last
flight on avalid ARCon October
24, Operating an aircraft ona

$The IndianEXPRESS

Theaircraft—an
Airbus A320bearing
registration VT-
TQN —operated
eight commercial
flights onanexpired
Airworthiness
Review Certificate,
before AirIndia
voluntarily
informedthe DGCA

lapsed airworthiness license is
typically categorised asaserious
safety lapse. Usually, Air India
issues ARCs for theaircraft itop-
erates underdelegated author-
ity. These are issued by Air
India’s in-house Continuing Adr-
worthiness Management Or-
ganization (CAMO). But inview
of Vistara's merger into Air India
inNovember last year, itwasde-
cided that the DGCA, and not
AirIndia, will do the first ARCre-
newalforall 70aircraft that were
in Vistara's fleet.

The ARCisissued annually
aftera comprehensivereview of
the aircraft’'s maintenance rec-
ords, physical condition, and
verification of compliance with
all airworthiness standards. It
acts as a validation of the air-
cralt’s main Certificate of Air-
worthiness. "Till date ARC forall
the sixty-nine aircraft has been
issued by the DGCA after satis-
tactory complianceby operator
(Air India). In respect of the
seventieth aireraft, theoperator
fledapplication with the DGCA
and subsequently the aircraft
was grounded for the engine
change. During this period the
ARC expired, however the air-
craft was released for service
after enginechange,” theregula-
tor said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEX PRESS.COM

Wed, 83 Dece
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Airbus to inspect hundreds
0of A320s for panel defect

The extra inspections will risk slowing down delivery of newly-produced jets
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The DECA said it had grownded the aicraft and
de-matered ‘concemed personned ARLTERS

DGCA probing Air
India safety lapse
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A320 plane violations: Al grounds
aircraft maintenance engineer

MUMEBAL Air India has
grounded an aircraft mainte-
nance engineer and has also
set up a committee to decide
on possible action against
some pilots who were involved
in operating an Airbus A320
neo plane multiple times with-
out airworthiness certifica-
tion in Movember, according
t0 sources.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DMGCA) is prob-
ing the incident reported on
Movember 26. The regulator
had asked the airline to carry
out an internal probe to fix the
responsibility and ensure that
such incidents do not ocour in
the future. Following the A320
neo aircraft-related develop-
ments, Air Indias Accountable
Manager and Director of Flight
Operations Manish Uppal has

sent out 8 commumnication to

all pilots, reminding them of
their “responsibility” regard-
ing document validation, the
sources said.

However, some pilots are
not happy with the commumi-
cation, claiming that it amounts
to “passing the buck™ for the
vinlations that have happened
with respect to the A320 neo
plane operations.

The sources said the four-
year old aircraft A320 neo air-
craft VT-TNQ belonging to

erstwhile Vistara was grounded
for a long time and its airwor-
thiness certificate had also
expired. On Movember 24, the
airline decided to take the air-
craft off the ground and con-
ducted a proven flight over
Delhi. On the same day, the
aircraft operated commercial
services on Delhi-Bengalurn-
Mumbai sector, they said

The next day, the same
aircraft operated com-
mercial flights on Mum-
bai-Dethi-Mumbai,
Mumbai- Hyderabad - Mumbai
then again Mumbai-Hyder-
abad- Mumbai. After that, the
plane was sent for maintenance
on the same day and that was
when the engineers found that
there was no valid airworthi-
ness certification, the sources
said. AGENCIES
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Check-n system glitches
briefly hit multiple airlines

NEW DELHI: Check-in sys-
tems of Air India and other
airlines faced glitches due to
a third party system disrup-
tion at various airports, result-
ing in flight deays on Tuesday
evening.

The problem persisted for at
least 45 minutes before getting
addressed, one of the sources
said.

“A third-party system dis-
ruption has been affecting
check-in systemsal various air-
ports, resulting in defavs across
multiple airlines, including Air
India," Adr India said in a post
on X at 949 pm.

It also said that airport
teams are working diligently
to ensure a smooth check-in

‘The problem
persisted for at
least 45 minutes
before getting
addressed’

experience for all passengers
and while the system is pro-
gressively gelting restored,
some flights may continue to
expertence delays.

“The third party system has
been fully restored, and check-
in at all afrports is funetion-
g normally. Allour flights are
operating as per schedule)” the
airline said in another post at
10.49 pm. AGENCIES
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DGCA grounds Al plane over lapsed cert, orders probe

Tinees News Nerwoms

New Delhi: Air India has vet
again earned regulatory ire,
this time for operating elght
commercinl ights on an ol
craft with lapsed “alrworthi-
ness  review  certificate”
(ARC). The regulator has or-
dered the aireraft to be
grounded and initisted o
probe (nto this lapse. Flying
aircraft without an sirwor-

thiness certificate means en-
dangering evervone on board.

“Conecerned personnel
have been de-rostered with im
medinte effect pending inves

SAFETY BREACH

tigation, On Instructions of
DGCA, Air India is carrying
oirt am inter nal probe to fdenti
Iy deficlencles in thelr systom
and put corrective measures

in place to prevent lliires
from occurring in future,” the
regulator said in a statement.
Al had, on Nov 36, 2025, in
formed DGCA about Nving
the aireraft on anexpired ARC
for elght revenue sectors,

In past few months, Al has
been ticked off by DGCA for
reasons like faulty rostering
and scheduling of crew, Fow
weeks back, an Al pllol operat
e & flight without undergoing

mandatory corrective train-
ingafter not being able toclear
thebi-annual pilot proficiency
check-instrument rating test
Whilethis ks not an out of ordi
nary occurrence, pilots have
to mandatorily undergoe cor-
rective training and get their
proficiency rechecked to @ sat-
isfactory level of porformance
before they can fly agnin
Comments from Al have
been sought and are awaited
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Bomb hoax
forces flight
diversion

Hyderabad: An IndiGo
flight from Buwait to Hyde
rabad Tuesday was diverted
mid-air to Mumbai after
Hyderabad arport received
an emalil threst of a suicide
bomb attack. reports Ma-
hesh Buddi. The thieat later
turned out to be a hoax, and
passenpers reached Hydera-
bad on another IndiGo Night.

RGIA police registered a
ca=e following a complaint
by GMR Alrport officlals
The complainant said two
emalls were recelved at
51%am and 7.0dam on Dec 2
from anonymized mail2tor
addresses. Copied to several
GME and Kuwalt Alrways
service [Ds, the malls
clalmed  remote-controlled
explosives had heen planted
aboard the aircraft and de-
manded diversion and ter-
minal evacustion, calling
the plan a “fatwa”. Polioe
have invoked BNS sectlons
5104, 5 ) and IT Act 66(D).



AIRPORTS AUT HDF’#T‘!’ L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 2 DECEMBER 2025

Flights to and from
Pt Blair cancelled

Times News Network

perations of SpiceJet and Indigo
Oﬂights from and to Andaman

were cancelled, and several other
flights were delayed on Monday:

Airport authorities maintained that
the delays were not due to weather con-
straints, and airlines cited operational
reasons. Indigo flights from Delhi, Muam-

bai, Kochi, Hyvderabad, and
 Kolkata, and Al flight from
g Mumbai, as well as Aka-

"\ sa's flight from Port
Blair, were delayed on
Monday. The arrival of
W Kuwait Airlines’ flight

SRR from Kuwait, Cathay Pa-

cific’s from Hong Kong, and

SriLankan Airlines’ from Colombo were
also delaved.

Indigo flights to Mumbai, Jaipur,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Varanasi, Kochi, Trichy,
Madurai, Ahmedabad, Mysore, Ranchi,
Visakhapatnam, Coimbatore, and to
international destinations such as Co-
lombo and Singapore were running late.
Al flights to Delhi and Mumbai were
also delaved.




&HPPUh?SAUIHLWﬂTYUFW&ﬁA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 2 DECEMBER 2025

4 weekly Trichy-Gulf flights
suspended, flyers frustrated

Times News NeTwork

Trichy: The suspension of
four weekly flights between
Trichy International Airport
and threedestinations in Gulf
countries has not gone down
well with expatriates in Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, and Kuwait,
Trichy airport, the second
busiest international airport
in the state, was handling 23
weekly flights to seven desti-
nations in the Gulf, all operat-
ed by Air India Express. But
since the last week of Oct, it
suspended four weekly ser-
vices to Dammam (Sundayvs
and Thursdays), Kuwait City
(Satwrdays), and Doha (Fri-
days). Subsequently, the num-
ber of Gulf destinations con-
nected by Trichy slipped from
seven to four, and weekly ser-
vices fell from 23 to 19,
Recently, Indiaand Kuwait
signed a revised bilateral air
services agreement, expand-

SUSPEHDED SINCE DCT'S END

ing the weekly seat capacity
between the two countries
from 12,000 to 18,000 each side.
Cancellation of services,
when an increase in seats was
expected, has irked the Ku-
wait-based Tamil community.

“NRIs travelling home for
emergency suffer most, we
have tolandin othercitiesand
travel on road for hours. The
cost of tickets to other air-
ports is expensive for most.
Routine export of vegetables
and sweets during festival sea-
son has been affected too,”
said A B Khaleel Ahmed Baa-

gavee, general secretary, Ku-
wait Tamil Islamic Commit-
tee. Recently, Trichy-based
passengers returning from
Dammam landed at Colombao
airport for a connecting
flight, and were stranded due
to Cyelone Ditwah. Had thedi-
rect flight service between
Dammam and Trichy contin-
ued, they would nothave faced
the ordeal.

“1 will approach Air India
Express management to ap-
prise the need for additional
services from Trichy airport.
Reasons for suspension of the
flight services will be dis-
cussed,” Durai Vaiko, Trichy
MP and chairman of Trichy
airport advisorvy committee
told TOL The suspension of
Gulf services has come in the
wake of demands by travel as-
sociations and passengers to
operate new flight services
from Trichy to Riyadh and
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
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Air India crew de-rostered for flying plane on expired licence
Airline's Airbus A320neo aircraft flew eight times despite lapsed airworthiness certificate | DGCA begins probe

INDIGO FLIGHT DIVERTED AFTER BOMB THREAT

A Hyderabad-bound IndiGa flight from Kuwait was forced to
make an emergency landing in Mumbaion Tuesday morming
after autnorites received a bomb threat linked to the aircraft,
according to airport sources. The Alrbus A321neo touched
down safely at 7.45 am. The threat turned out to be a hoax.

SHEEHAR SINGH
TRANIINE NEWS SNy [C2
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 2
Aviation regulator DMGCA has
opened aninvestigation after
an Alr India A320neo aircerafl
operated eight commercial
fMights without a valid Air-
worthiness Review Certifi-
cate (ARC), triggenng the
prounding of the jet and the
immediate de-rostering of all
personnel involved.

Adr India infrrmed the regue-
lator on November 26 that the

arcraft had flown elght mee-
enue sectors despite 12 ARC
having lapsed. The ARC,
renewed annually, is issued

onby after a thorugh review of

mainienance records, physi-
ral cheeks and full comphance
with safiety norms. I is the key
validation of an aircraft’s Cer-
tificate of Airaorthaness,
Although Air Indin holds
delegated prwers to is3ue its
own ARCs, the DGCA has
directed the airline (o mvest-
gate internal lapses  and

strengthen its  procedures.
The regulator has  also
lunched its own probe and
ardered the aircraft to remain
grounded uniil the cerfifica-
tion process s completed.
The aircraft at the centre of

the case belonged to the for-
mer Vistara fled, now mer ged
with Air India. After the
November 2024 merger, the
DHECA had decided it would
conduct the first ARC renewal
for all Vistara aircrafl itsell’

Acvording to the regulator
ARCz have been issued for 68
af the merged fleat’s aimomit
after full complianee. The ssue
amse with the 70th aircraft,
which had been grounded for
anengine change. “Taring this
period, the ARC exqired . Hores
ever, the areraft was released
for service after engine
change" the DGCA exid

Air Indin samd it acted
prompily once the lapse sure
faced. “Adr India remains
unwavernng in ils commit-

ment to maintaining the
highest standards of opera
tional integrty and safely”
gaid an airline spokesperson.

The spokesperson said the
incident involving the opera-
tion of the arcraft without an
airworthiness review certifi-
catewas regrettable. “As soon
as the meident came to our
notice, it wasduly reported to
the DGCA and all personnel
associated with the decision
have been placed under sus-
pension,” he added
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