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India tops with 15% women pilots

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ne in every seven pilots
Oemployed in six major
Indian airlines is a wom-
an, with IndiGo topping thelist,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
has informed Parliament.
While India has a total of
26,539 licensed pilots, these
six domestic airlines together
have employed 11,775 pilots, in-
cluding 236 foreign nationals.
While 10,008 male pilots
are Indians, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said that 1,767 are Indi-
an women pilots. “Fifteen per
centofpilotsinthe countryare
women,” hesaid. Whilereports
suggested that the global aver-
age of women pilotsis 5%.
According to statistics
placed by Moholin Lok Sabha,
IndiGo had the highest num-
ber of 5,714 pilots 4,383 Indi-
anmale pilots, 791 Indian wom-
en pilots and 34 foreign pilots.
While IndiGo has the high-
est number of women pilots,
Alliance Air — whose 25 pilots
outof 144 are women-has the
highest proportion of women

Wings of change: Soaring high

Iindian | Indian
Women | Men
Pilots Pilots
IndiGo 791 4,383
Air India 541 2,921
Alliance 25 119
Air
Spicelet 61 311
SNV 119 730
Aviation
Air India 230 1,544
Express

pilots at 17.36%. IndiGo’s pro-
portion is 15.28%.

Hesaid the Ministry and Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
has brought out a liberalised
Flying Training Organisation

Foreign | Total % of
Pilots Pilots | Indian
Women
Pilots
34 5,174 15.28
58 3,462 15.62
20 144 17.36
372 16.39
o 849 14.01
144 1,774 12.96

TOTAL [ 1767 [ 10008 | 236 |11775] 15 _

SOURCE: DGCA/MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION IN LOK SABHA

(FTO) policy through which
the concept of airport loyalty
(revenue share payment by
FTOs to AAI) has been abol-
ished, and land rentals have
been significantly rationalised.
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5 int’l flights to operate from PNQ soon

Staff Reporter

FUNE
)

Union Minister of State for
Civil Awviation Murlidhar
Mohol announced on X
(formerly Twitter) that the
total number of flights to
international  destinations
from Pune Airport  will
Increase to five from Dec 20.
“Pleased to share the com-
mencement of one more
Pune-Bangkok-Pune connec-
tion from December 20, 2024,
onwards. This makes it the 5th
international connection from
Pune, with 2 connections to
Dubai, 2 connections to
Bangkok, and | connection to

Singapore (sic)” Mohol wrote.

Pune International Airport
showed a slight improvement
in the global Airport Service
Quality (ASQ) rankings, moving
up from 76th position in 2
(AprikJune) to 74th in Q3 (July-
September). The Pune Airport
had slipped from 7lst to 76th in
the ASCQ rankings in Q2.

Out of the 31 parameters
assessed in the survey, Pune
Airport showed improvement
in most categories, including
ease of access to the airport,
ease of navigation inside the
terminal, and walking dis-
tance within the Ffacility.
However, three parameters
saw a decline compared tothe

previous quarter. These
included the value for money
of the selected mode of trans-
port (inchiding parking facil-
ities), waiting time at
border/passport control and
ease of connecting to other
flights.

Meamwhile, the Obstacle
Limitation Surface (OLS) sur-
vey, conducted by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) for the
proposed extension of Pune
Internatiomal ~ Airport  at
Lohegaon, hasalready received
a Positive response,

The survey helps identify
and map obstacles around an
airport to ensure safe aircraft
operations.
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Crosswinds force diversion
of Chennai-bound flight

The pilot of the flight from Mumbai

says IndiGo; about 20 other flights al

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n IndiGo aircraft
A preparing for land-
ing at Chennai air-

port performed a “go-
around” and was diverted
to Hyderabad airport due
to strong crosswinds, on
Saturday.

As the city was bracing
for the impact of Cyclone
Fengal, Chennai airport
witnessed strong winds.

Around 10.30 a.m. on
Saturday, the IndiGo flight
from Mumbai, due to hea-
vy winds, made a “missed
approach”, did a go-
around, and was later di-

verted to Hyderabad
airport.
Video goes viral

A video of the aircraft’s
“missed approach” has
gone viral on social media.

“When the pilot makes a
final approach to land and
is unable to do so, then he
will execute a missed ap-
proach protocol, perform

a go-around, and commun-
icate the decision to the Air

Trathic Control. This is
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Ensuring safety: A missed approach is done only after following the
standard operating procedures, says official. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

done to prevent unsafe
landing. When he knows it
may be difficult to land, he
will either make another
attempt and a second ap-
proach, or will execute a
diversion to make a safe
landing at an alternative
aerodrome,” an official of
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) said.

A missed approach is
done only after following
all the standard operating

procedures. It is a decision
taken by the pilot, the offi-
cial added.

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment, IndiGo said, “Due to
adverse weather condi-
tions, including rain and
winds (which later led to
the closure of Chennai air-
port), the cockpit crew of
flight 6E 683, operating
between Mumbai and
Chennai, executed a go-
around on November 30,

verformed a ‘go-around’ as a safe landing was not possible,
so had a ‘'missed approach’ due to bad weather: AAI officials

2024, in accordance with
established safety proto-
cols. This is a standard and
safe maneuver, and our pi-
lots are extensively trained
to handle such situations
with the utmost profes-
sionalism. A go-around is
performed when a safe
landing cannot be
achieved, as was the case
with this flight.”

This was not the only
flight that had a missed ap-
proach. There were about
20 flights on Saturday
morning, between 8 a.m.
and 11 a.m., which had mis-
sed approaches and did a
go-around, the AAI official
said.

Flights cancelled
Though the Chennai air-
port resumed flight opera-
tions at 1 a.m. on Sunday
morning, flight cancella-
tions continued. As many
as 78 domestic and interna-
tional flights were can-
celled on Sunday too.
“These were conse-
quential cancellations be-
cause of the Saturday’s
flight cancellations,”
another ofhicial said.
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Delhi airport sets up
special enclosures
for delayed flights

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 2 December

The Delhi airport is establishing special
enclosures atits terminals to accommodate
passengers stuck in aircraft for more than
three hours. The delay could be due to fog,
other weather conditions, or technical
issues, its operator Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) stated on Monday.

A few months back, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) significantly eased
the regulations regarding deboarding of
such passengers at the terminals.

According to the older regulations, such
passengers, if deboarded, were to be taken
to the arrival area and undergo a lengthy
security process before being brought to the
boarding gate. Since the procedure took
almost 2.5 hours, the airlines refrained from
deboarding their passengers even if they
were stuck in the plane for hours.

“To alleviate passenger discomfort, the
government has relaxed security protocols,
allowing passengers of flights delayed by
over three hours or canceled due toweather
or technical issues to disembark and return
to the terminal,” the GMR Group-led DIAL
mentioned.

“Bringing such passengers directly to the
reverse entry pointsignificantly reduces the
time taken in the deboarding and boarding
from approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes
tojusta few minutes,” it mentioned.

“These enclosures will be located at the
busboarding gates and certain aerobridges
in Terminal 3, the transfer area in Terminal
2, and the bus boarding gates in Terminal 1.
The facilities will serve both domestic and
international passengers,” it noted.

Ranging from 250 to 450 square meters,
these enclosures will be able to hold
between 55 and 120 passengers at a time.
They are intended to facilitate security
screening, allowing passengers to smoothly
re-enter the terminal's security hold area
(SHA). “DIAL is also working to provide
essential amenities, like toilets and vending
machines within the enclosures, wherever
feasible. The enclosures would only be uti-
lised as a security processing area after
which the passengers would enter the SHA
which would give the passengers access to
all the facilities available there,” it men-
tioned.
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{ IGI AIRPORT } NO LONGER HAVE TO WAIT IN PLANE

Quicker deboarding for
those on delayed flights

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Special enclosures
have been set up across all
three terminals at Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport to allow passen-
gers on flights delayed by over
three hours to disembark,
undergo security screening,
and re-enter the terminal’s
boarding area.

The airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) said the initiative aims
to alleviate passenger incon-
venience, particularly during
winter, when dense fog often
disrupts flight schedules.

In April, the Centre's Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) introduced new guide-
lines permitting passengers to
disembark via airport depar-
ture gates in cases of prolonged
delays after boarding. Previ-
ously, passengers had to re-en-
ter the terminal through the
main entrance — thus undergo-
ing the entire security screen-
ing checks again — often
requiring over two hours.

The new system directs pas-
sengers Lo either take an aero-
bridge or a bus leading to the
special enclosures. Within
these enclosures, passengers
undergo a streamlined security
check, reducing the re-board-
ing process to under an hour,
before they can re-enter the ter-
minals near boarding gates.

“Bringing such passengers
directly to the reverse entry
point significantly reduces the
time taken in the deboarding
and boarding from around 2.5
hours to just a few minutes,” a

How the plan will work

Spemal enclosures set up in all terminals for passengers on fllghts delayed by over 3 hrs

Passengers deboard flight, go to
special enclosure via aerobridge/bus

How this

helps pax

DIAL spokesperson said.
“Earlier, the passenger would
be taken to the entrance of the
airport, which is the arrivals
hall. There, they would re-join
the security check area, with
passengers of other airlines, a
process which would typically
take much longer. In these spe-
cial enclosures, we have set up
screening machines, aimed to
carry out a security check only
for these passengers,” the

Passengers undergo security check
through screening machines

spokesperson added.

Ranging from 250 to 450
square metres, the enclosures
can accommodate 55 to 120
passengers at a time. DIAL is
also working to equip the
enclosures with amenities like
toilets and vending machines
where feasible.

After completing the secu-
rity check, passengers re-enter
the terminal’s boarding area
and gain access to standard

. These endlosures
== are 250-450 sqmin _
areaand can
accommodate 55
t0120 passengers

Passengers then re-enter the
terminal near their boarding gate

The initiative will alleviate passenger inconvenience by reducing reboarding
time from hours to a few minutes — passengers earlier had to re-enter the
terminal through the main entrance, thus undergoing security checks again

facilities available there, the
spokesperson added. Only air-
line stalf escorting passengers
and CISF personnel providing
security will be permitted
inside these enclosures.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar said the move should
improve passenger experience
by reducing the time they take
to deboard and enter the termi-
nal building again due to tech-
nical issues or fog.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 3 DECEMBER 2024

At Delhi airport, special enclosures for

those with delayed or cancelled flights

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHL DECEMBER 2

TO ENHANCE passenger con-
venience and streamline opera-
tions during delays caused by
fog, weather, or iechnical issies,
Delhi International Alrport
Limited {DIAL) has introduced
special enclosures across its
three terminals at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

Here are the details:

W It will expedite processing
of passengers whose flights are
delayed by over three hours or
cancelled

B Ranging from 250 1o 450
sgm, these enclosures will be
able to hold between 55 and 120
passengers at a time,

B “These enclosures will be
located at bus boarding gates
and certain aerobridges in
Terminal 3, transfer area in
Terminal 2, and bus boarding
gate in Terminal 1. They will
serve both domestic and inter-
natonal passengers” said aDIAL

Enclosures will be located at bus boarding gates and certain
aerobridges in T3, trarsferarea in T2, and the busboarding
gatein T Expes

spokespersorn.

B Recognising challenges
posed by weather and operational
disruptions, the povermment has
relerd serurty protocols, allow-
ing passengers from affected
fights o d sembark and rfum to
the terminal, said DIAL officials,

B The initiative also priori-
tises security, with QSF person-

nel stationed in the enclosures
o screen passengers and ensure
seamiess reintegration into the
security hold area,

B Aidine staff escorting pas-
sengers from delayed flights ane
the only people permitted
within the enclosures, and pri-
Vale securily agencies anetasced
with document venfication
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IGI airport introduces special enclosures
for flyers impacted by delays in flights

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 0 MNew Dein

FOR the convenience of the
passengers who have to go
through the hassle of addition-
al security check-in after de-
boarding from a plape due to
bomb scares or harsh weather
conditions, Delhi airport has
set up tem porary special enclo-
sures for them

Theairport authorities said
these special enclosures will
allow passengerswhose flights
are delayed by more than three
hours or cancelled o return to
the terminal following a quick-
er and faster security check
This will cut down the time
taken in deboarding and
boarding again from about 2.5
hours to only a few minutes,
they said, These enclosures
were located at the bus board-

ing gates and certain aero-
bridges at Terminal 3, the
transfer area in Terminal 2,
and the bus boarding gate in
Terminal 1. they added.

As por estimates, al least 50
to 800 Nights were delaved in
the last three months following
repeated bomb scares, Several
passenpers have been stranded

over the past week due to foggey
weather, leadingtoflight delays
and cancellations,

In a statement, Delhi Interna
tional Alrport Lad (DIAL) said
these enclosures, ranging from
250 to 450 sqm., will be able to
hold between 55 and 120 passen
gers al a time. “They are in
tended to facilitate security
sereening, allowing passengers
o smoothly re-enter the termi
mal's security hold area (SHA).
DIAL iz alsoworking to provide
essential amenities like toilets
and vending machines within
the endosyres, wherever feasi
ble. The enclosures would only
b Ut lsed a5 asecurity process
ing area after which the passen-
gers would enter the SHA,
which will give the passengers
access toall the facilities avail-
ahle there,” it said
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Flight Delayed? Airport Opens
Special Enclosures For Flyers

To Allow Passengers To Smoothly Re-Enter Terminal’s Boarding Area

TimMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: IGI Airport has opened special en-
closures at all three terminals to facilitate pas-
sengers on planes affected by weather or techni-
cal issues for three hours or more to disembark
and return to the terminal. These enclosures
will facilitate security screening, allowing both
domestic and international passengers to smo-
othly re-enter the terminal’s boarding area.

Previously, such passengers had to re-en-
ter the airport, wait in queues and go through
security checksagain. “Toalleviate passenger
discomfort, govt has relaxed security proto-
cols, allowing passengers of flights delayed by
over three hours or cancelled due to fog/weat-
her or technical issues to disembark and re-
turn to the terminal. Special enclosures have
been set up at all three terminals for proces-
sing these passengers to allow them back insi-
de the terminal,” said an official of Delhi In-
ternational Airport Limited (DIAL), a subsi-
diary of GMR Airports Limited, which opera-
tes and manages the Delhi airport.

The arrangement would save passengers
from havingtoundergo the usual security pro-
cess. “Bringing such passengers directly to

SOFTENING THE BLOW

the reverse entry point significantly reduces
the time taken in the de-boarding and boar-
ding —from approximately 2.30 hourstojusta
few minutes,” said DIAL.

The enclosures are located at the bus boar-
ding gates and certain aerobridges in Terminal
3, thetransferareainTerminal 2, and the busbo-

arding gates in Terminal 1. Ranging from 250 to
450 square metres, the enclosures will be able to
hold between 55 and 120 passengers at a time.

“DIAL is also working to provide essential
amenities like toilets and vending machines
within the enclosures, wherever feasible. The
enclosures would only be utilised asa security
processing area after which the passengers
would enter the security hold area, which will
give the passengers access to all the facilities
available there,” said a DIAL official.

DIAL said only airline staff escorting pas-
sengers from stranded flights would be permit-
ted toenter the enclosures for security reasons.
CISF personnel will bestationed in theenclosu-
res to screen passengers returning from delay-
ed or stranded flights before they are allowed to
join other screened passengers in the security
hold area. Besides, personnel from a private se-
curity agency will verify their documents.

DIALCEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriarsaid, “DI-
Al hasbeenworking toenhance passengers’ ex-
perience at Delhi Airport. By implementing
this new initiative, DIAL aims to significantly
reduce the time taken for the de-boarding and
boarding process for passengers of flights affec-
ted by fog/weather or technical issues.”
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Flight ops
affected at
Chennai airport

Chennai: The Chennai Inter-
national Afrport resumed
operations at 1 am on Sunday;
earlierthan the initially anno-
unced suspension until 4 am,
following the closure of air-
space for 13 hours as a safety
measure due to Cyvclone Feng-
al. Despite the resumption,
the effects of the cyclone per-
sisted, with multiple domes-
tie and international fight
cancellations causing confu-
sion among passengers.

A total of 45 domestic
fights, including those by In-
digo and Air India, to destina-
tions like Delhi, Pune, Ah-
medabad, Kolkata, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, and Bengalu-
ru were cancelled due to
weather conditions in Chen-
nai, Additionally, 22 inbound
flights were also called off. 5i-
milarly, 20 international arri-
vals and departures to desti-
nations like Dubai, Doha,
Sharjah, and Kuala Lumpur
were cancelled on Sunday,
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45 domestic,
20 int’l flights
cancelled
after rain

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Chennai Interna-
tional Airport resumed opera-
tions at 1am on Sunday, earlier
than the initially announced
4am, after remaining closed
for 13 hours as a safety measu-
re during Cyclone Fengal. De-
spite the resumption, the ef-
fects of the cyclone persisted,
withmultiple domesticand in-
ternational flight cancella-
tions, causing confusion
among passengers.

A total of 45 domestic
flights, including Indigo and
Air India, to places such as
Delhi, Pune, Ahmedabad, Kol-
kata, Thiruvananthapuram,
and Bengaluru, were cancel-
led due to weather conditions
in the city. Additionally, 22 in-
bound flights were also called
off. Similarly, 20 international
arrivalsand departures todes-
tinations such as Dubai, Doha,
Sharjah, and Kuala Lumpur
were cancelled on Sunday,

Airport authorities clarifi-
ed that the cancellations were
decided by the respective airli-
nes, even though the airport
was operational. Indigo pos-
ted on X, advising passengers
to check their flight status.
Flyers, however, expressed
frustration online over the

lack of clarity and delays inre-
ceiving refunds or reschedu-
ling options for cancelled
flights.

Passengers reported chaos
and uncertainty as airlines
scrambled to adjust schedules
to accommodate the cancella-
tions. Many faced long delays
and confusion over revised ti-
mings. Shahadh Hussain,
whose sister’'s Air Arabia
flight to Russia was cancelled,
said there was no clarity on
how refunds or rescheduling
would be handled. “We're left
in the dark about next steps."

The first flight to land in
Chennai after the resumption
was Kuwait Airways at
4:08am, with its departure at
5:18am. While airlines offered
options for refunds or resche-
duling, many passengers re-
mained dissatisfied with the
lack of communication and
delayed processes.
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Indians stranded at Kuwait
airport after emergency landing

Tines NEws NeETwork

New Delhi: A technical snag forced Gulf
Air's Bahrain-Manchester flight to divert to
Kuwait, leaving several Indians stranded at
the airport as India does not have a “visa on
arrival” agreement with Kuwait, and air-
port hotels were fully booked due to the ongo-
ing GCC meetings.

Indian embassy has managed to accom-
modate the stranded passengers in the air-
port lounge, “The embassy has been in-
formed by Gulf Air that the flight for strand-
ed passengers from Kuwait to Manchester is
tentatively scheduled for 3.30am on Dec 2,
Food and water are available for the stranded
passengers in the lounges,” Indian embassy
in Kuwait said on X on Sunday night.

Gulf Alr GF5 had taken off from Bahrain

at 2.05am on Sunday, with a planned landing
in Manchester after 7.5 hours. However, a
technical issue forced the Boeing 787 Dream-
liner toland at Kuwait at 4,00am (all times lo-
cal).

Shivansh, a software engineer among the
stranded passengers, said on X, “Reading
(foreign minister § Jaishankar's) *“Why Bha.
rat Matters' while getting stuck in Kuwait
without any help. All British passport hald-
ers got their hotels sorted with a visa on ar-
rival, while Indian passport holders have
been left stranded without any information,
food, or any kind of help.”

Sai Samrat Anandapu, another passen-
ger, wrote, “We've been waiting for support
for over six hours, but only British nationals
and GCC residents have been accommodat-
ed, leaving us Indians without assistance.”
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SpiceJet to operate Haj
flights Fram 4 cities

Mew Delhiz Budget carricr
Spaceldet sald on Manchay that il
has secured the right to
operate Haj flights in 2325. This
wiill all v 'E[ elel b o

flights from four key cities:
Kolkata, Guwahati, Srinagar and

-.-..1_!,-'.1 The abrline sasd ik will
zrr,n close to 15,500 p Ij:r me

it 118 per cent rise
fram 2[.-2-'1 OuE B
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IndiGo to launch services from India to

—
DOur Buresu
Chennal

IndiCGo 5 expanding its ser-
vice o Malaysia from south
ern  India  with three
launches, two from
Bengaluru und one from
Chenmai, this month,

On December 16, the air-
line will commence two set-
vices — a daily direet fight
between  Benpuluru  and
Lamglarari, and from
Bengaluru to Kuala Tumpar,
sid 1 Srinivasan, Senior
Manager, Sales, Tamil MNadu,
IndiGo Airlines,

On December 21, the air-
line will start o dailv direct
=ervice to Penang, said Agnel
Pinto, AVE, Sales, IndiGo Air-
limes.

The flight from Chennai
will leave at 2,15 am {IST)
and arrive at 230 am (Pen-
ang time). In the retumn dir

Malaysia; targets business, leisure travel

(From left) Ashwin Gunasekeran, CED, Penang Convention and

Exhibition Bureau; Agnel Pinto, AYP-Sales, IndiGo Airlines; and J
Srinivasan, Senior Manager, Sales, TH, IndiGo Airlines sy ceos

ection, the fight will leave
the same day ar 930 am
(TPenang time) and arrive in
Chennal ar 10.35 am (15T,
e told newspersons.

CONVENIENT TRANSIT

According o Srinivasan, the
ong-way fare from Chennai
to Penang will be T10,000.
The airline 15 targeting busi-
ness and leisure travellers,
he said. In addition, the air-
line will use Chennai as
transit for passengers travel

ling from various other lo-
dian ciries, including Mum
bai and Madurai, and for
international travellers from
West Asia, he added.

Ashwin Gunasckaran,
CEQ, Penang Convention
and Exhibition Bureau, said,
at present, passengers from
India travel to Koala Lumpur
and take road trips w reach
Penang. However, the direct
service from Chennai wall
help passengers fly directly
to Penang.
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FLIGHTS CANCELLED
DUE TO CYCLONE

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC . 1

The inclement weather
conditions in Chennai
and Tirupati caused by
Cyclone Fengal led to the
cancellation and diversi-
on of flights to and from
Hyderabad for a second
day on Saturday

The Chennai airport in
a post on ‘X’ stated that
it had resumed operatio-
ns from 1 am on Dece-
mber 1. One flight from
Hyderabad to Chennai
and another from Hyd-
erabad to Tirupati were
cancelled.
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Daily direct flight
fromBengaluru
toPortBlair

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air
India Express on Sunday
launched a daily direct
flight between Bengaluru
and Sri Vijaya Puram
(Port Blair).

The inaugural flight
took off from the city’s
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport (KIA)at10.50
4aml.

The flight will depart
from Bengaluruat10.50
am and land at Sri Vijaya
Puramat 1.15 pm. In the
return direction, it takes
offat1.50 pmtoreach
Bengaluruat4.20 pm, the
airline said.

Bengalururemains
akey hub for Air India
Express, which operates
374 weekly flights from
the city, connecting 25 do-
mesticand two West Asian
destinations, Abu Dhabi,
and Dammam.
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Air Traffic Soars, but Fares
Fail to Rise Much in 10 Years

Fares haven't kept pace
with high fuel prices,
Inflation in aviation
iIndustry, says IATA

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Indian airlines are
struggling to raise fares suffici-
ently to cover costs and make pro-
fits despite a sharp post-Covid
recovery in passenger traf-
fic and general perception,
said Willie Walsh, director
general of the International
Alr Transport Assoclation s
(IATA). Domestic airfares
have consistently stayed close
to or below their 2015 levels and ha-
ve failed to keep pace with escala-
ting jet fuel prices and inflation,
IATA data showed. This, despite
the number of flyers surging over
62% since 2015.

While airfares rose sharply in

2023, backed by a recovery in tra-

vel in 2022 after two yearsof Covid-
induced disruptions, airlines say
that normalcy has returned.
“Ithink there has been some cor-
rection in airfares. But I don't
think it's been anywhere close to
what the perception might be. If
prices haven't kept up with infla-
tion, then airlines are not even co-
vering their operating cost as ge-

Holding
Pattern

Real Real

;ﬁg;i%%§ﬂ
nda | -43% 3%
s -31% 38%
mia  -23%  16%
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neral inflation doesn’t factor in

the high inflation that airlines ha-

ve faced because of fuel,” Walsh
said inan interview.

Expertssaid airlines’ inability to
raiseticket pricesisprimarily due
to constant competition. If prices
get high, another airline swoops
in, sensing opportunity, they said.
Consolidation in the Indian avia-
tion market, which has seen the
closureof threeairlines in the last
decade and multiple mergers have
not accerued any benefit to the in-

dustry, the experts noted.

For instance, the capacity lost
due to the shutdown of Jet Airwa-
ys was recouped in nine months.
And when budget airline Go First
with 54 planes went bankrupt in
2023, IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
rushed to add more than 90 planes
since then.

Airline executives said the re-
cent consolidation which has re-
duced the market to an effective
duopoly with IndiGo and Air In-
dia carrying 9 out of 10 domestic
flyers will not change the compe-
titive scenario.

With the induction of several
new aircraft, airlines must find
new routes where they often find
that even a difference of 200 ma-
kes the passenger opt for a train
rather than a flight. “Globally,
wherever we have seen consolida-
tion and creation of large airlines,
it has been very positive for the
consumer as more cheaper fares
become available because typical-
ly airlines are then able to spread
their fixed overheads over a much
bigger operation,” Walsh said.

An executive at InterGlobe Avia-
tion’s IndiGo said on newer rou-
tes, price stimulation becomes ne-
cessary toconvertarail passenger
intoan airline customer.

“Due to the competitive dyna-
mics of the aviation business, the
ticket price will remain comfort-
able for the customer as we all ha-
ve to fill up our planes,” said Air
India CEO Campbell Wilson.



et f

AIRFORTSAUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINAMCIAL EXPREESS DELHT 3 DECEMBER 2024

Windfall tax on oil scrapped

ARUHMABHARADWA)
& PRIYAMSH YERMA
Hew Delhi, December 2

THE GOVERNMENT ON Monday
scrapped the windfall tax on
domestic 11IIII‘IHI,'1|-III1 of crude
oil and exports of petrol, dicsel
and aviation turbine fuel (ATF),
affective mmediately

The move marks the end of a

levy mtroduced in July 2022 and
comesas a big melief tooilproducers NO RELEVANCE

and refiners B Petroleum ministry
The petrolewm ministry had soug ht removal
had sought removal of the ofthe tax, cking

tax, noting that there ix no
relevance of the tax anymore
as crude prices have stabilised
from theirearlierhighs.

sirelevance

mThe levy was intro-
duced in July 2002
after Russa-Ukraine

Continved on Page 5 e

Windfall tax on
oil scrapped

SHARES OF MAJOR oil pro-
ducers Reliance Industriesand
state-owned ONGC recovered
about 2% fromtheir day’s low.
Shares of RILrose by 1.28% to
€1,311.05 againstthe previous
close0f¥1,292 .45, while that
of ONGC were up by 0.52% to
¥258.10 from the previous
close of ¥256.75 onthe BSE

Windfall tax was imple-
mented post the outbreak of
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine when oil prices spiked
and remained above 5100 per
barrel for severalweeks. The tax
wasaimed at curbing unprece-
dented profits earned by oil
companies and generating
additional revenue forthe gov-
ernment. The cess imposed on
crude oil lowered the realisa-
tions of upstream industryto
~570-75/barrel. Likewise for
HSD (diesel), MS (petrol) and
ATE, itreduced the ex-refinery
realisations, according to
Prashant Vasisht, seniorvice-
president & co-group head—
corporate Ratings, Icra.

Crude oilprices arenowhov-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

eringaround $70-75 perbarrel
on account of weak demand
from China, the world's largest
consumer of oil, uncertain
geopolitical situation, and pro-
jected glutof oilin the market.

Posttheimplementation of
the tax, the government col-
lected a revenue of ¥25,000
aorein FY23,which dropped to
13,000 crore in FY2 4. In the
current fiscal sofar,the govern-
ment has collected T6,000
crore asrevenue from windfall
tax.“The scrapping of windfall
tax is expected to have limited
impact on oil companiesasthe
same had been reduced tonil
on crude oil since September
18, 2024, and on petroleum
products since February 29,
2024 Vasishtsaid.

Since its imposition, there
have been over 20 revisions in
the cess,basis the movement in
crude prices and crack spreads
of HSD, MS and ATF. The gov-
ernment had raised the wind-
fall tax on petroleum crude to
¥7,000 pertonnefrom ¥6,000
per tonne, effective July 16.

Tue, @3 December 20 fFHrm
' e
https://epaper.finar
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Airbus deliveries

topped 80 jets
in November

AIRBUS DELIVERIES
+ ACCELERATED sharply

to more than 80

alreraft in November as

the planemaker recovers from a
summes |ulland sets its sights on
end-year targets that had
previously seemead out of reach
industry sources said. Airbus is
officially targeting "around 770"
2024 deliveries, = AGENCIES
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Indigo flight aborts
landing amid chaos

Chennai: A video circu-
lating on social media shows
an Indige flight attempting
toland at Chennai airport on
Saturday during severe
weather conditions ahead of
Cyclone Fengal. The plane
was seen struggling with
heavy turbulence and gusty

winds.

As the weather worsened
the pilot aborted the landing
and executed a go-around
Indige Airlines confirmed
the incident, stating that the
Mum bai-Chennai flight had
to divert due to adverse
weather.
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Windfall gains tax on domestic
crude production, export of
petrol, diesel, ATF scrapped

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
& SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, DECEMBER 2

ALMOST TWO-AND-HALF years
afterit was introduced, the gov-
ernment has finally withdrawn
windfall gains tax on domestic
production of crude oil and ex-
port of diesel, petrol, and avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF). The
Finance Ministry notifications
for removal of the windfall tax—
special additional excise duty
(SAED) on production of crude
and export of ATF, and road and
infrastructure cess (RIC) on ex-
port of petrol and diesel—with
immediate effect were laid in
Parliament on Monday.

Lately, not much revenue
was getting generated by the
windfall gains tax. In fact, the
levies are currently nil. This is
mainly duetosignificantsoften-
ing in prices of crude ciland the
threemaijor fuels in the interna-
tional market.

The enabling provisions to
impose the levy, however, con-
tinued to be in place, With
Monday's move, the govern-
ment has effectively withdrawn
those provisionsaswell, sources
indicated. Theindustry had also
raised concerns about the con-
tinuation of the levy, sources
said.

These levies were first im-
posed on July 1, 2022 due to the
surge in global oil and fuel prices
in theaftermathof Russia'sinva-
sion of Ukraine, As the price of
crude oil produced inIndia is

$ The Indian EXPRESS

FINANCE MINISTRY NOTIFICATIONS

benchmarked to international
prices, domestic oil prices also
went through the roof. At the
same time, margins on fuels
werea lotmore lucrative in other
markets, incentivising refiners,
particularly private sector play-
ers, to export fuels. This had re-
sultedin fuel supply disruptions
in some parts of the country.

Apart from taking a share of
windfall profits of oil producers
and fuel exporters to partly
soften the blow of duty cuts on
domestic petoland diesel sales,
the government also wanted to
ensure enough fuel supply to
meetdomesticdemand through
these taxes.

The levies were reviewed on
afortnightly basis by the Finance
Ministry based on crude il and
fuel prices in the international
market.

With theinternational crude
oil and fuel market nowhere as
volatile as it was in the initial

THEFINANCE Ministry
notifications for
removal of the

windfall tax —special
additional excise duty
(SAED) on production of
crude and export of
ATF, and road and
infrastructure cess (RIC)
onexportof petrol and
diesel—withimmediate
effect were laid in
Parliament on Monday

months of the Ukraine war, and
the domestic fuel supplies stable
and robust, thewindfall gains tax
collection has seen a steady de-
cline over the past two-and-a-
halfyears. Thewindfall gains tax
mop-up was around Rs 25,000
crore in 2022-23 (FY23), around
Rs 13,000 crore in FY24, and
around Rs 6,000 crore so far in
FY25.

While the levy on petrol ex-
portshasbeenzero since July 20,
2022, on diesel exports, it has
been nil since March 1, 2024.0n
ATF exports, windfall gains tax
was reduced to nil from January
2, 2024, while on domestic oil
production, the levy was
brought down to zero from
September 18, 2024, When the
windfall gains tax was first im-
posed, it ranslated to a levy of
about $40 per barrel on domes-
tic crude oil production, as crude
oil prices were well over $100
per barrel at the ime.

Tue, @3 December 2024
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7¢
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Govt scraps windfalltaxon
local crude sales, ATF export

Windfall tax has been dropped as the outlook for the global oil market is now largely weak
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IGI sets up ';pl enclosures for passengers of delayed flights

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Special enclo-
sures have been set up at the
Deelhi airport to accommodate
Edsa:ngtrs who have disem-

arked from flights that have
been delayed for over three
hours to allow their [aster
return to the terminal to board
their respective flights.

To reduce the discombiort
and wailing time for such pas-
sengers o board their respec-
tive flights again, they will not
be rﬂ]fi-guucd ﬂu 1]1.11.1'11'::1r gh the
normal process for security
check ins and the process will
be done separately to allow
them to return to the Security

Hold Area (SHA), according lo
airport operator DIAL.

The government has
relaxed the security protocols
al airports 1o allow passengers
of Mights delayed by over three
hours or canceled due to fog,

weather or technical issues to
disembark and return to the
terminal.

FH“IJWLEIE the eased norms,
DIAL on Monday said it has set
up the spedial enclosures at all
the three terminals - T1, T2
and T3 — for such passengers
that will allow them back inside
the terminal concerned.

“Ranging from 250 to 450
&uare melers, these enclosures
will be able wo hold between 55
and 120 passengers at a time.
They are intended to facilitate
security screening, alluwing
passengers to smoothly re-
enter the terminal’s Security
Hold Area (SHA) Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd (DIAL)

said in a release.

B-r:.ud.l}.-’. SHA is the area
after the security checks and
before a passenger reaches the
boarding gate.

The enclosures will be
located at the bus I:H:la.rd:ing
gates and certain acrobridges
in T3, the transfer area in T2
and the bus boarding gate in
TL It will be available for both

domestic and international
PaSSEnEers.

According to DIAL, the
new arrangement will elimi-
nate the need for passengers
to undergn standard security
checks, where they are taken to
arrivals and processed through

domestic or international

transfer areas before returning
to the SHA. Instead, passen-
gers will be brought directly to
the reverse entry point, cutbing
the process from 2.5 hours o
just minutes. The enclosures,
used solely for security pro-
cessing, will provide access to
SHA facilities.

Only airline staff escort-
ing stranded passengers may
enler for security reasons. CISF
personnel will screen passen-
gers, while PSA stafl will verify
documents. DIAL CED Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar stated the ini-
Uative aims to reduce delays for
passengers alfected by fog or
technical issues. IGIA handles
1,400 flights daily.
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WILD TUSKERS SPOTTED IN SILIGURI

SILIGURI: Two wild elephants were spotted in two dif-
ferent areas of Siliguri. One was spotted at Fayra-
nijyot in Gosaipur area on Sunday and another was
captured on CCTV cameras in Kamrangaguri area of
Fulbari late on Saturday night. Both elephants didn't
cause any damage.
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Air India Express launches
Kolkata-Port Blair daily flights

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Air India Express
on Sunday launched daily
flights from Kolkata to Sri
Vijaya Puram (Port Blair) as a
part of its network expansion
in the region.

“Exciting news! Air India
Express (IX) has launched
daily flights from Kolkata to
Port Blair, with the inaugural
flight taking off today at 05:40
hrs, carrying 175 passengers.
#AirIndiaFxpress #KolkataTo-
PortBlair #NewRoute,” the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAT)
officials of Kolkata airport
posted on X

The inaugural Kolkata-Sri
Vijaya Puram flight took off at
5.40 am, offering travellers a
well-timed direct flight to the
scenic Andaman Islands, the
airline said in a statement.

Starting December 15, the
airline will introduce an addi-
tional daily flight on this route,
offering twice-daily connectiv-
ity between the city of joy and
the tropical paradise, it said.

The inaugural flight cel-
ebrations at Kolkata airport
included decorated check-in
counters, sweet distributions
and the ceremonial presenta-

The inaugural Kolkata-Sri Vijoya Puram flight took off at 5.40 am FIC/MPOST

‘Starting December 135, the airline will
introduce an additional daily flight on this route,
offering twice-daily connectivity between the
city of joy and the tropical paradise’

tion of boarding passes to the
guests. Meanwhile, starting
December 27, low-cost carrier
IndiGo will begin operating
direct flights between Kolkata
and Phuket, the airline said.

This will be IndiGo’s second
direct flight to Phuket, follow-
ing Delhi.

The new route will expand
IndiGo’s global network and
cater to the growing number of
tourists from India to Thailand,

the airline said in a statement.

“We are pleased to further
expand our network into Thai-
land, from Kolkata, now adding
a daily flight to Phuket in addi-
tion to the existing 11 weekly
flights to Bangkok. With this
new route, IndiGo will now
operate 93 weekly flights
between India and Thailand,”
the statement quoted Vinay
Malhotra, head of global sales
at IndiGo, as saying.
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Govt scraps windfall tax on ATF,
crude oil products, petrol, diesel

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU (@ Naw Dulsi

FINANCE ministry on Monday
announced the scrapping of
the windfall tax or special ad
ditlonal excise duty (SAED) on
aviation turbine fusl (ATF),
crude oil products, petrol and
diesel,

The windfall tax, which tar-
geted unexpected profits rom
domestic crude oil production,
was first imposed in July 2022
As per the notification, the tax
on the production of petrokum
crude and the export of ATE
petrol, and diesel will no lonper
be levied, Thismove 1sexpected
to benefit oil producers and re-
finers such as Rellance Indus-
triesand ONGC, patentially im-
proving their refining margins
Shares of Reliance Industries
rose following the announce-
ment. ONGC shares closed at
257,65, up by 0.37%. while Reli-
ance Industries shares dosed at
£1.310.60, up by 1.42%.

The decision to roll back
windfall tax followed a review
by the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO), the Revenue Depart-

Production continues to
increase in November

With demand conditions
remakning favourable, Indlan
manufacturers continued to scale
up production, Although price
pressures curbed domes tic sales
to a certain extent, the growth of
new export orders gained
momentwm.

ment, and the petrolenm minis-
try. [t wias also accompanied by
the withdrawal of the Road and
Infrastructure Cess (RIC) on
the export of petrol and diessl

The windfall tax was Intro-
duoeced in July 202 in response
to surging crude oll prices
caused by the RussiaUkraine

war and Western sanctions on
Russin. The tax rates wen re
vised every fortnight based on
international crude oil prices.
However, with global crude oil
prices stabilising around $70
£75 per barrel, the gover nim ent
decided to eliminate the levy
The rollback is believed tobe a
response to declining govern-
ment revenues firom tax, which
fell from 225,000 crore (n FY23
toabout 6,000 crore in FY25.
The windinil tax was last re-
vised on Augustal, when It was
set at 31,860 per tonne for crude
pelroleum. Export duties on
diesel, petrol, and jet fuel had
already been reduced Lo 2010 &8
of September 18, signalling the
government's intent to phase
out the levy Since its levy, the
windfall tax bas been a subject
of controversy. While it initial
Iy sought o balance govern-
ment revenue amid Quctuating
oil prices, industry players ar-
gued it negatively impacted
profitability and dislncentlv-
ised production. For private
and foreipn plavers, it brought
in anelement of uncertainty,
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Indian passengersattacked on
businBangladesh, flights

between the two countries decline

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 1 DECEMBER

Agroup of Indian passengers
travelling from Tripura to
Kolkata on a Shyamoli Parib-
ahan bus were subjected to
aterrifying ordeal when their
bus was attacked in Brah-
manbaria, Bangladesh. The
bus was intentionally
rammed by a truck and then
by an auto-rickshaw, after
which the passengers were
threatened with death and
subjected to anti-India slo-
gans.

Tripura's Transport and
Tourism Minister strongly
condemned the incident and
urged Bangladeshi authorities
to ensure the safety of Indian
passengers. The state gov-
ernment and administration
are in constant communi-
cation with Bangladeshi
authorities to address the
situation.

Asaresultofthe ongoing
unrest in Bangladesh, includ-
ing attacks on minorities
and stricter Indian visa poli-
cies, there has been a sig-

Tripura's Transport and Tourism Minister

strongly condemned the incident and urged
Bangladeshi authorities to ensure the safety
of Indian passengers.

nificant decline in flight serv-
ices between Kolkata and
Bangladesh.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
and US-Bangla Airlines have
reduced their flight frequen-
cies, while IndiGo continues
to operate its twice-daily
schedule but is closely mon-
itoring the situation.

The decline in passenger
demand is evident in the
reduced number of flights
and passengers between the
two countries. This has raised
concerns among stakehold-
ers, who are urging for a res-
olution to the unrest to restore
confidencein travel between
India and Bangladesh.
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Jet fuel
price hike

B NEW DELHE Jet fuel, or
ATF, price on Sunday
was hiked by 1.45 per cent
and rates of commercial
LPG used in hotels and
restanrants increased by
165 per 19-kg eylinder
in the monthly revision
done in line with inter-
national oil price trends
Commercial LPG now
costs 71,927 in Calcutia
The rate of cooking gas
used in domestic house-
halds is unchanged. rm
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Bangla turmoil: Sharp drop in passengers, trucks stranded at border

Unrest toll

onfl

ights

and trade

SANJAY MANDAL,
KINSUK BASU AND
DEBRAJ MITRA

Caleutta: The movement of
flights and trucks beiween
Bengal and Bangladesh has
been severely impacted by the
unrest in the neighbouring
country,

The number of flights be-
tween Caleutta and Dhaka in
November wis less than hall
of the number in July, said
Calcutin alrport officials. The
number of passengers has
also gone down drastically,
they sald (see chart).

Similarly, the number
of trucks carrying various
ltems to Bangladesh through
the land borders has reduced
significantly, operators
said,

Flgures shared by airport
officlals show that 205 Nights
from Bangladesh landed in
Caleutta inJuly, The count of
flights from Calcutta to Bang-
ladesh also stood at 205. The
number of passengers who
came to Caleutta was 21,24
and the number of flers from
Calcutta to Bangladesh was
21,001,

In November, only 96
flights ferryving 10,121 passen:
gers arrived in Calcutta from
Bangladesh. In total, 97 flights
reached Dhaka from Caleutta,
carrying 12,736 people

Multiple airlines have -
duced thelr Qights between
Calcutta and Dhnka.

“IndiCGo used to rim a cou-
ple of daily Mights in each di-
rectlon botween Caleutta and
Dhaka. Since October 10, 1t
has been running two flights
one day and one (light the nexi
day. Since August 10, Biman

Bangladesh has been running
one [light daily instead of two.
US-Bangla Airlines has been
running one daily flight, down
from three, since August 17"
sald an alrport official.

US-Bangla Airlines has
not only reduced the number
of [lights but also shifted 1o a
smaller ATR adrerafl.

“The number of passen-
gers started dipping in August
when the first round of unrest
broke out in Bangladesh. In
the middle of October, there
was a marginal rise in the
numbers, But the fresh round
of viclence dragged the num-
bers down again. If the num-
ber of passengers does not
rise, the route will no longer
be viable,” sald an afficial of an
alriine.

Many Bangladeshis who
are in Caleutta for treatment
have told Metro that thelr
friends and relatives back
home are not able to come be-
cause of the curbs India has
imposed on medical and tour-
Ist visas,

‘The sharp plunge in the
number of Bangladeshi visi-
tors has dented businesses on
Marquls Streei, Free School
Street, Kvd Street, Sudder
Street and Rafi Ahmed Kidwal
Road and in the New Market
area.

Eardler, currency exchang-
ers, eaterfes, garment retall-
ers, travel operators and mo-
bile recharge stores would be
crowded, The same lanes are
now almost desered.

The unrest across the bor-
der and the rising price of
the US dollar have spawned a
sense of insecurity among im-
poriers.

A sectlon of clearing
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Passengers: 1505 | 1,646 US-Bangh Alrfines Soue: Calcutta akport

agenis, truck owners and
exporters sald the number
of trucks moving across the
border has neariy halved over
the last few days, amid pro-
tests by minorities in Bangla-
desh over the arrest of Hindu
preacher Chinmoy Krishna

“Around 150-200 trucks
have entered Bangladesh
datly through the Ghojadanga
land port In Basirhat over the
last few days. The normal
count is around 350-400 a
day,” sald Sanjeev Mondal, a

clearing agent.

Al Petrapole in Bongaon,
the largest land port in south
Asla, rows of trucks have been
waiting to enter Bangladesh
since November 26, when a
lawyer was killed ollowing
clashes between security per-
sonnel and some members
of a minority community in

h

“Earller, around 400 trucks
would enter Bangladesh
through Petrapole. On Satur-
day, ihe nummber was 200, sakd
Kartik Chakraborty, the secre-

tary of the Clearing and For-
warding Agents Stafl Welfare
Association in Bongaon.

“Those arriving from the
neighbouring country are
narrating the harrowing ex-
perience they faced there. Ex-
porters are feeling seared,” he
said.
Dilferent kinds of goods in-
cluding frults, vegetables, edi-
ble ail, machine parts, poultry
feed and boulders enter Bang-
lndesh from Bengal,

CONTINUED ON PAGE T

Unrest toll on
flights and trade

P FROM PAGE S

“The reports reaching us from
other border outposts, includ-
img Hilli in South Dinajpur,
Changrabandha in Cooch
Behar and Mahadipur in
Malda are also discouraging.
Trucks are lying stranded,
exporters are not willing to
take chances by requisitioning
vehicles from truck owners.
Some truck drivers are not
taking assignments for Bang-
ladesh fearing attacks,” said
Sajal Ghosh, the secretary of
the Federation of West Bengal
Truck Operators Association

“At Hilli, just about 60
trucks left for Bangladesh on
Saturday, compared with the
normal daily count of 150. At

Mahadipur, around 170 trucks
entered Bangladesh on Sat-
urday against the usual daily
count of 300-350," he said.

Exporters said trade has
been hit since the change of
the guard in Bangiadesh with
the interim government strug-
gling to contain inflation and
the dollar price rising. On Sun-
day, one US dollar was equal to
around 120 Bangladesh] taka.

“Bangladeshl importers
aren’t sure whether distrib-
utors would receive goods.
There's uncertainty about
what an exporter can do i
a letter of credit is dishon-
oured,” said Paritosh Biswas,
a poultry feed exporter to
Bangladesh. “No one is ready
totrust anyone.”
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‘PANDA ECONOMY": As many as 2,500 panda sculptures are
displayed at Hong Kong airport for the exhibition ‘Panda Go!"
Enthusiasm for the bears has grown since two cubs were bornina
theme park. Ying Ying & the twin cubs’ father, Le Le, are the
second pair of pandas gifted by Beijing to Hong Kong since the
former British colony returned to China’s rule in 1997. The displays
reflect Hong Kong's use of pandas to boost economy as it works to
regain its position as one of Asia’s top tourism destinations

Stowaway on flight
to Paris disrupts a
retum flight to NY

he same passenger who

was discovered stowing
away on a Delta Air Lines flight
from New York to Paris earlier
in the week became unruly ab-
oard a returning flight Saturd-
ay, delaying the plane’s depar-
ture, an aviation official said.
Flight 265 to John F Kennedy
International Airport took off
from Charles de Gaulle Airport
in Paris more than two hours
after it left the gate Saturday
afternoon. A representative for
Delta said the delay was
caused by “an unruly custo-
mer". The passenger was
removed from the flight by
French authorities, he said. The
same passenger boarded Flight
264 to Paris from JFK airport as
a stowaway Tuesday, the
aviation official said. One of the
passengers told NYT that he
overheard a flight attendant
telling another crew member
that a woman had been hop-
ping from one lavatory to
another throughout the flight
without ever going to a seat.

Bear ‘honey-trapped’ out
of Japan supermarket

A bear that rampaged through
a Japanese supermarket for
two days was lured out with
food coated in honey, local off-
icials said Monday. Police got
an emergency call Saturday th-
at a bear had wounded a man
in the supermarket. The mart-
was evacuated with the animal
left inside, where it laid waste
to the meat department. Japan
has a growing problem with
bears, with a record six human
fatalities from attacks in the
previous fiscal year.

AROUND THE WORLD

Cliff Richards, who as of 2012
was the third top-selling artist
in the UK after ‘the
Beatles' and Elvis @
Presley, was born at

King George's Medical
University in Lucknow. His dad
was a manager for a catering
contractor for Indian railway.
The family decided to relocate
to UK after the violence on

‘Direct Action Day’. In 1948 they
boarded SS Ranchi to England

The Times of India is the world's
largest-selling English daily
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Govt scraps
windfall tax
on crude, ATF

New Delhi: Govt on Monday
scrapped 30-month old wind-
fall profit tax on domestically-
produced crude oil and on ex-
port of jet fuel (ATF), diesel
and petrol following a decline
in international oil prices.

Minister of state for finan-
ce Pankaj Chaudhary tabled a
notification in Rajva Sabha
scrapping the levy on crude
oil produced by firms like sta-
te-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) and ex-
ports of fuels done by compa-
nies like Reliance Industries.

The notification rescinded
the June 30, 2022 order and
withdrew the levy of special ad-
ditional excise duty on produc-
tion of crudeoil —which isrefi-
ned into fuels like petrol and di-
esel—andonexportof aviation
turbine fuel, diesel and petrol,
hesaid. Alongside, the road and
infrastructure cess (RIC) levied
on export of petrol and diesel
has also been withdrawn.

India first imposed wind-
fall profit taxes on July 1, 2022
joining nations that tax super
normal profits of energy com-
panies, Atthat time, exportdu-
ties of Rs 6 per litre ($12/bar-
rel) each were levied on petrol
and ATF and Rs 13-a-litre ($26/
barrel) on diesel. acencies
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