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TG airport
plans fails
to take off

Questions on viability stay

MD NIZAMUDDIN | DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 1

Even as the Telangana
government pushes
ahead with plans to devel-
op airports at Adilabad,
Warangal, Kothagudem,
Ramagundam,
Nizamabad, and
Mahbubnagar to enhance
air connectivity, gues-
tions are being raised
over the long-term viabil-
ity and optimal utilisa-
tion of these facilities.

“The government's
intention is good, but how
far the public can be maoti-
valed to patronise region-
al flights can only be
gauged one or two years
after operations begin,”
observed a retired air
traffic controller, request-
ing anonymity.

Retired aviation profes-
sionals caution thatl the
new airports may face
similar challenges in
terms of technical limita-
tions, passenger patron-
age, accessibility, local
business wviability, and
overall mobility patterns
that smaller airports in
Andhra  Pradesh  at
Kurnool and Kadapa have
been facing.

“In Andhra Pradesh,
four major airports at

Vijayvyawada,
Visakhapatnam,
Tirupati, and
Rajahmundry have
remained function-
al for decades, but
the two newer
ones — Kadapa and
Kurnool — have not yet
achieved the same
level of traffic.
The number of
flights  per day
remaing minimal,” he
added.

Aviation researchers
and analysts argue that
Telangana's airport push,
though aligned with the
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) scheme of the
Central government,
might not fully align with
the rapid technological
transformation in global
aviation."Companies
across the world are
developing electric and
propeller-driven aircraft
— not only to enhance
fuel efficiency but also to
address  environmental
concerns,” notes Srujan
Chowdary Panda, avia-
tion enthusiast and
author of The Mayday
“In smaller cities, pro-
peller-based and hybrid-
electric  afrcraft are
becoming more common,
requiring shorter run-
ways, causing less turbu-
lence, and posing lower
risks of bird strikes.”

According to officials of
the transport, roads and
buildings (airports) wing,
major progress has been
made at Warangal,
Peddapalli, and Adilabad,
Earlier this month, the

# Retired aviation pro-
fessionals caution that
the new airports may
face similar challenges
that smaller airports in
Andhra Pradesh at
Kurnool and Kadapa
have been facing.

= Aviation researchers
and analysts argue that
Telangana’s airport
push, rr!iﬂht not fully
align with the rapid
technological transfor-
mation in global avia-
tion.

state cleared acquisition
of over 280 acres for
expanding Warangal's
Mamnoor airport, at an
estimated cost of nearly
300 crore, of which 290
crore has already been
released.

The government has
also sanctioned 340.53
lakh for a pre-feasibility
study of a proposed
greenfield airport at
Anthergoan in Peddapalli
district, with the Airports
Authority of India (AAL
appointed as consultant.
The site spans 591.24

acres, and the consulian-
cy fee has been fixed at
240.5 lakh.

At Adilabad, a 3-km run-
way is
planned on
land under
Indian  Army
control, following
an approval from
the defence min-
istry for joint
civilian-mili-
tary use earlier
this year The AAI has
completed a master plan,
and the State has cleared
the project to handle
Airbus A320 and Boeing
737 aircraft. This makes it
the second airport, after
Warangal, to receive full
approval.

Historically, Adilabad
already has an airstrip
dating back to the Nizam
era at Shantinagar.

“When VIPs visit, they
use the helipad there. The
IAF, which controls the
369 acres of land, had
long sought to convert it
into an Air Force station.
The State proposed a
joint-use airport, and the
IAF issued a no-objection
certificate. An additional
250-300 acres are now
being acquired to support
the project,” officials
explained.

The AAl has conducted
a Techno-Economic
Feasibility Report (TEFR)
for the Nizamabad air-
port, while the proposed
sites at Kothagudem and
Mahbubnagar continue
to face significant logisti-
cal and environmental
hurdles.
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AAI report on Bengaluru
2nd airport flags terrain and
airspace challenges

FTH speciAL

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

roximity to the Ban-
Pnerghatta peak, HAL

airspace and hilly ter-
rain are some of the concerns
raised by the Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI) team
thateonducted an on-ground
feasibility study of the three
proposedland pareels for Ben-
galuru's second international
airport, according to govern-
MENt SOUrces.

The report has been pre-
sented to the state govern-
ment. Before that, the AAl
team placed it before the
Ministry of Civil Aviation for
evaluation.

The report highlights the
challenges of setting up an
airport at the three proposed
loeations — two adjacent
land parcels on Kanakapura
Road near Harohalli (4,800
acres and 5,000 acres) and a
5,200-acre area on Kunigal
Road near Nelamangala.

“The report does not ap-
prove or disapprove of either
location,” Industries Minister
M B Patil told DH. “It merely
states the challenges preva-
lent at each of the locarions.

The report does
not approve or
disapprove of either
location. it merely states
the challenges prevalent at
each of the locations. Each
location has its pras and
cons. Now, aur team will
carry forward this report
and do our own feasibility
and viability studies
before we decide ona
location. We'll also look at
the technical and financial
feasibility
M B Patil
Industries Minister

Each location hasits prosand
cons. Now, our team will car-
ry forward this report and do
our own feasibility and viabil-
ity studies before we decide
on a location. We'll also look
at the technical and linancial
feasibility.”

The minister is looking
at roping in “top consultan-
cy firms” to get the project
started. Once that is sorted,
the next move is to rope in
private developers. “The vi-

ability study is extremely im-
portantasitwill determine the
passenger capacity and other
important factors. It is what
the private developers are in-
terested in. Wewanttoensure
that the private developers
show interest,” he added.

So far, the Bengaluru In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL) has shown keen in-
terestin taking on the second
airport, with Hari Marar, the
managing director of BIAL,
appealing to the government
to fast-track the process back
in 2023. Among the challeng-
eshighlighted in the reportare
proximity tothe Bannerghatta
peak, Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL)airspace, and
the hilly terrain, a well-placed
sourcewiththe Industries De-
partment told DH.

Proximity to the Ban-
nerghatta Hills is a common
challenge for building an air-
portin either of the locations,
asenior AAl official told DH.

“When the aircraft is as-
cending or descending, the
Bannerghatta peak is of con-
cern. The proximity of the lo-
cationsneeds to be thorough-
ly studied, keeping in mind
various scenarios of landing
or taking off,” the AAl official
said.
= AAl report, Page 6

AAlreport on B'luru 2nd airport
flags terrain & airspace issues

AAlreport, From Page 3

“Apart from this, the terrain
at both locations is pretty
much the same. The Nela-
mangala-Kunigal side is a
little more hilly; there are
more stones and ‘bandes’.
However, these can be bro-
ken and theland can be flat-
tened, but that would cause
anincreaseinthe construc-
tion costs.”

The three locations also
fall in the HAL airspace
area; however, this can be
resolved and is unlikely to
cause any relocation, he
said.

“There is already a flex-
ible airspace usage agree-

ment, according to which
defence airspace can be
utilised for civilian pur-
poses as well,” the AAI of-
ficial said. “How this works
is that, once the aircraft
operates under the ATC
(Air Traffic Control) of the
airport/AAI when it takes
off, but as it moves into the
HAL airspace, it’ll operate
under the HAL ATC. The
HALwould havetoincrease
their manpower to accom-
modate the new airport’s
operations,” he explained,
adding that the HAL had
already given preliminary
consent for the proposed
second airport using its
airspace.
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Fy25, out of which 2.2 crore

line operations across ter-

in addirion to efficient metro,

IGIAtoboost T3's mtematlonal traffic capacity by December

Hn!'rt Vaid
Mew Dalhi

The Delhi airport is in the
process of boosting the inter-
national traffic handling ca-
pacity of India’s largest pas-
genger terminal T3 to over
three crore passengers per
annum by December 2025,

At present, the total inter-
national passenger capacity
of T3 stands at two crore per
annum.

However, the continuous
overseas expansion of India-
based airlines, along with the
growing international to in-
ternational transfers and the
increasing  inclination  to-
wards foreign travel, has led
toa rise in global traffic.

Speaking to businessline,

CAPACITY BOOST. At present, the total international
passenger capacity of T3 stands at two crore per annum

Delhi International Airport
Lrd 's (DIAL) Chief Executive
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said
thar C, one of the four piers of
T3, will be converted from
domestic tointernational.
“The conversion is being
done to increase the termin-
al's international capacity to
handle growing international

ssenger traffic,” Jaipuriar
'E:ld bﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁ "Thfpiﬂn-
version will be completed by
December 2025."

Accordingly, the conver-
sion will increase T3's inter-
national capacity to 3.2 crore
passengers annually, Delhi
airport  handled approxim-
ately 5.8 crore passengers in

were mtematmna.'l.

T2 UPGRADE

Meanwhile, the domestic
traffic load of Pier C has been
shifted to the newly refur-
bished Terminal 2 {T2) of the
IGIA.

Last week, DIAL, a GMR
Aero-led  conmsortium  that
maintains and operates IGLA,
reopened the upgraded T2

The upgrade of the 40-
year-old terminal, as per
DIAL, was undertaken to op-
timise flight operations
across terminals and enhance
passenger convenience, sup-
porting the airport’s growing
traffic and expanding airline
operations.

Besides, the T2 reopening
has optimally distributed air-

minals, with IndiGo operat-
ing flights numbered &E
2000-6E 2999, while Air India
has shifted around 60 do-
mestic flights from Terminal
3to Terminal 2.

Together, Air India and In-
diGo operate around 120
daily domestic flights from
the upgraded T2 Further, the
Pier C conversion toan inter-
national concourse is stra-
tegic in mature as the airport
moves towards becoming a
major hub.

A hub airport synergises
domestic and international
operations in a manner that
allows passengers to transit
seamlessly between the two.
Such a facility requires well-

synchronised flight con-
nectivity to regional airports,

road and highway access.

Under the hub-and-spoke
model, passengers arriving
from various smaller cities
are grouped together and
transferred in a coordinated
manner to major hubs such as
Delhi  for  international
connections.

At present, India does not
have any designated interna-
tional hub airports.

This has resulted in a sub-
stantial volume of passenger
traffic from India ransiting
through airports in  the
Middle East and South-East
Asia to reach long-haul des-
tinations. The aim, industry
insiders said, is to make In-
dia-based airports as compet-
itive as those in Dubai and
Singapore.
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z2¢r gold seized
at city airport

Chennai: Customs officials at
Chennai airport seized gold
worth nearly 22 crore from two
flvers. Thev were arrested un-
derthe Customs Act. On Thurs-
day, the Air Intelligence Unit
intercepted a man who arrived
from Bangkok. During questio-
ning, headmitted toconcealing
gold in his rectum. Ingots of
24K purity weighing 733 grams
and valued at #86.28 lakh, were
recovered from him, On Friday,
officials intercepted a manwho
arrived from Kuala Lumpur
About 768 grams of gold paste
in two sachets in his socks,
worth more than 790 lakh, was
seized. Another 61 grams of
gold was seized from another
flver of same [ight. Officials
suspect cartels are testing
whether scrutiny on gold
smuggling remains strict. T
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DGCA notifies grievance redressal
system for disability-friendly air travel

Iulllt Vaid
New Delhi

The civil aviation regulator
has introduced a structured
grievance redressal system
to strengthen passenger
rights as well as accountabil-
ity in the carriage of persons
with disabilities and those
with reduced mobility.

Accordingly, airlines and
airports wil Tiow be required
to appoint nodal and appel-

late officers, enahle online
complaint registration and
isste @ unique reference
number for each case to en-
sure time-bound resolution.

NEW FRAMEWORK

Under the revised Civil Avi-
ation Requirement (CAR) is-
sued by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), unresolved com-
plaints may be escalated to
statutory bodies, such as the
Chief Commissioner for Per-
sons with Disabilides. The
new framework came into ef-
fect on October 29, 2025, up-
dating and replacing the
2022 wversion of the CAR,
which was amended follow-
ing several incidents in-

volving passengers with dis-
abilities. On its part, the
regulator said the owverhaul
aims to establish a transpar-
ent, uniform mechanism for
handling disability-related
grievances and standardise
accessibility standards
across the aviation sector.

Besides, the new regula-
tion defines  “assistive
device™ and allows passen-
gers o carry personal bat-
tery-operated  wheelchairs.
The updated CAR also man-
dates airlines and airport op-
erators to ensure barrier-
free infrastructure, inclusive
services and non-discrimin-
atory assistance throughout
the travel process.

Further, airlines are re-
quired to accepr medical cer-
tificates and special assist-
ance documentation across
connecting flights under the
same PNR to avoid repeated
verification.  Additionally,
airlines are barred from
denying boarding to passen-

ers on the grounds of disab-

ility or health condition un-
less a q_:mlmed doctor
certifies them as unfit to fiy.
In such cases, the airline
must provide the reason in
writing and communicate it

directly to the passenger.
The revised CAR further
makes disability sensitisa-
tion training mandatory for
all airline and airport per-
sonnel, including ground
handling agents, cabin crew
and security staff.

Airport  operators  are
mandated to ensure access-
ible design across terminals
with ramps, signage, re-
strooms, low-floor buses and
ambaulifts or towable ramps
for boarding and deboarding,
They must also deploy dedie-
ated staff at drop-off points
and inside rerminals to co-
ordinate assistance for pas-
semgers  with  reduced
mobiliry.
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Air India gets clearance for China flight operations

HJnl'ut Vaid
Mew Delhi

Air India has received regu-
latory clearance to operate
direct flights to China, in-
dustry SOLICES
told businessline.

According to sources, the
airline has secured approval
to launch services from Delhi
to Shanghai.

The carrier is also expec-
ted to receive a second set of
clearances to operate direct
flights between Mumbai and
Shanghai.

“Flights are expected to
begin in December,” said one
of the sources. “Only after

receiving the second set of
approvals will a decision be
made on which hub — Delhi
or Mumbai — the flights to
Shanghai will be operated
from.”

DIRECT FLIGHTS?
Interestingly, five years ago,
the airline operated direct
services from Mumbai to
Shanghai.

However, sources pointed
to a strong possibility of Alr
India operaring flights from
Mumbai to Delhi and then
onwards to Shanghai.

Last week, flight services
berween India and China re-
sumed after five vears.

IndiGo became the first

Indian carrier to reinstate
non-stop flights between In-
dia and mainland China. The
airline started daily non-stop
flights between Kolkata and
Guangzhou,

Further, IndiGo will
launch flights between Delhi
and  Guangzhou  from
November 10.

businessiine was the first to
report that India’s domestic
airlines are set to commence
operations to China in the
upcoming winter schedule,
with Shanghai and Guang-
zhou topping their list of
destinations.

Before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, airlines from both
countries operated direct

flights to several desrina-
tions, including Shanghai,
Guangzhou, New Delhi,
Mumbai and Kolkata.

These services were sus-
pended in early 2020 and
never resumed, even as
flights to Hong Kong re-
sumed.

A few months later, in
mid-2020, the situation was
further Lampltcated by the
military clashes in the Gal-
wan Valley of Ladakh, lead-
ing to a prolonged freeze in
direct operations.

Industry insiders said thar
the resumption of flight ser-
vices will provide a major
boost to bilateral trade, tour-
ism and business travel.
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Saudi Arabia’s flvadeal to start
India flights in Q1 of 2026: CEO

Akasa Air will consider flights to
Kenva, Egvpt, other nations: CEO

Bullish on the fast-growing
Indian aviation market, Sandi
Arabia's no-frills carrier fivadeal
will start flights to Indian cities,
including Mumbai, from the
first quarter of 2006,

The airline’s CEQ, Steven
Greenway, told PTTthat Indiais
one of the "most hyper-com-
petitive markets” in the world
and there 1s a need to have an
"absolute, brutal focus on unit
cost”, A sister company of
Saudia Airlines, the Jeddah-

based profitable flyadeal has
been flying for overeight years
and expects to have 46 planes
in Its fleet by the end of this
year. Currently, the carrier has
42 A320 family aircrafiand has
also placed orders for 10 wide-
body A330 Neos that are
expected to start coming in
from July 2027, Saudi Arabia
and India have a significant
domestic aviation market, and
flyadeal connects 25 destina-
tions in its home country. e

Akasa Alrwill consider operat-
ing flights to Kenya, Ethiopia,
Egypt and some other coun-
tries, and the three-year-old
airline now feels "very good™
about the delivery schedule for
its Boeing planes, said its CEQ
Yinay Dube.

Stressing that Akasa Air's
international expansion will
continue on the right path,
Dube, also the founder, said
the aitline will shortly
announce flights to Sharfah.

The airline has a fleet of 30
Boeing 737 MAX planes and
expects o add "more than one
alrcrafi” thisyear, "Ouraircrafi
are capable of hitting the
shores of East Africa, abso-
lutely it can go to Mauritius
andon the southern side, itcan
2o to Kenya, Ethiopla, Egypt.
We can (also) go into Kazakh-
stan, Uzbekistan. Boeing 737
MAX is also capable of going
deep into South Asia., All will
be considered,” said Dube. pri
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Flight diverted due to bomb hoax

MANVI VYAS | DC security officers and landing of IndiGO 68 to graphic document

HYDERABAD, NOV. 1 the airline personnel. Hvderabad', read, below for [ED location
According to RGIA “Onboard LTTE-ISI details, read between
An Indigo flight from (Outpost) inspector S. operatives have lines (sic).”

Kanakaiah said the
mail was sent by
‘Papaita Rajan’', who

Jeddah to Hyderabad
was diverted to
Mumbai after officials

Following this, it was
decided to divert the
aircraft. After it landed

planned a major 1984
Madras Airport Modus
Operandi style blast on

at the RGIA here claimed that members impactatthe RGIA Port at Mumbai, the flight
received an email thata of the LTTE and Fuselages and Fuel was checked by the
bomb was placed on Pakistan’s ISI had tanks fixed with micro- bomb disposal squad,

the aircraft. The mail
was received at about
5.30 am on Saturday,
and airport officials
immediately alerted

planned an explosion
involving nerve gas and

IEDs in the flight.
The mail, with the
subjectline ‘Prevent

bots. The IEDs will con-
tain pofent nerve gas.
Frankfurt operation a
test to study remedies.
Please read stegano-

the CISF and the local
police who found noth-
ing suspicious and con-
cluded that the threat
was a hoax.
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Air India launches daily flights from Bengaluru to Jodhpur, Udaipur

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air India From Bengaluru, the daily galuru is scheduled at 4.45 Udaipurscheduledat10.40am.
Express launched new daily flight to Jodhpur is scheduled pm.ToUdaipur, the flightfrom The airline has also launched
flights from BengalurutoJodh- at 12.50 pm, while the return Bengaluru will take offat 7.50  daily flights from both Udaipur
purand Udaipuron Saturday.  flight from Jodhpur to Ben- am,withthereturnflightfrom andJodhpurtoDelhi.
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Akasa Air Eyes
Africa, W Asia
Expansion: CEO

HEW DELHI Akasa Air will consi-
der operating flights to Kenya,
Ethiopia, Egypt, and other count-
ries, and the three-year-old
airline now feels "very good”™
about the delivery schedule for its
Boeing planes, CEO and founder
Vinay Dube said. He added that
the airling will s0an announce
flights to Sharjah. stressing that
its international expansionison
track: The carrier currently
operatesafleet of 30 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft and expects to add
“more than one plane” this vear.

"0ur aircraft arecapable of
hitting the shores of East Africa,
absolutely It can go to Mauritius
andonthe southern side, itcango
to Kenya, Ethiopia, Egypl... We
can {also) go into Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan... Boeing 737 MAX is
also capable of going deep into
South Asia..., All will be conside-
red,” Dube told. — PTI
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Will consider flights to Kenya,
Egypt, other nations: Akasa CEO

MANO] RAMMOHAN
New Delhi, November 2

AKASA AIR WILL consider
operating flights to Kenya,
Ethiopia, Egyptand some other
countries,and the three-year-
old airline nowfeels “verygood”
about the delivery schedule for
its Boeing planes, according to
its CEO Vinay Dube.

Stressing that Akasa Air's
international expansion will
continue on the right path,
Dube,also the founder,saidthe
airline will shortly announce
flights to Sharjah.

The airline has afleet of 30
Boeing 737 MAX planes and
expects to add "more than one
aircraft”this year.

“Our aircraft are capable of
hitting the shores of Fast Africa,
absolutely it can go to Mauri-
tinsand onthe southern side, it
can go to Kenya, Ethiopia,
Egypt... We can (also) go into
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan...Boe-
ing 737 MAX is also capable of
goingdeepinto South Asia.., All
will be considered,” Dube told
PlTinan interview.

Currently,the carrier flies to
sixinternational cities — Doha
(Qatar), Jeddah, Rivadh (Saudi
Arabia), Abu Dhabi (UAE),
Kuwait City (Kuwait) and
Phuket (Thailand) — and 24
domesticdestinations.

According to Dube, the air-
line's Available Seat Kilometres

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTOD LEAD

EXPANSION PLANS

® The airline has a firm order
for a total of 226 Boeing 737
MAX planes

B Akasa's Available Seat
Kilometres (ASK) is now
20% international and
B0% domestic

m ASK is a measure of an
airline's passenger
carrying capacity

mThe airline expectsto
restart hiring of pilots in
2026, mainly first officers

VINAY DUBE,
CEOQ, ARASA AIR

We are well-
capitalised
and will

look at an
IPO in
the next

two to
five

years

(ASK) is now 20% interna-
tional and 80% domestic,and
the overseas pie is expected to
reach around 20% by the end
of March 2027.

Generally,ASKis a measure
of anairline's passenger carry-
ing capacity.

The airline,which has 750-
775 pilots, expects to restart
hiringof pilots in 2026, mainly
first officers.

“We will have a need for
pilots in the second half of next
year. 5o, we will have to restart
the (hiring) process well before
that...We feel very good about
our delivery schedule, we have
more predictability,"Dube said.

Mon, 83 Movember 2025

There has been a dela}r in
deliveries of the Boeing 737
MAX planes and earlier this
month, the US Federal Aviation
Administration allowed the
aircraft maker to increase the
production of MAX aircraft to
42 from 38 per month.

The airline has a firm order
foratotal of 226 Boeing 737
MAXplanes.

Akasa Air expects to have
some codeshare and interline
partnerships in the next finan-
cial year, with Dube emphasis-
ing that the airline needs to be
alittle biggerto bean attractive
partner for a number of code-
share,interline requirements

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78465250

that otherairlines have.

Currently, the airline has a
codeshare partnership with
Etihad Airways.

Generally,acodeshare part-
nership allows an airline to
bookpassengers on its partner
carrierin asingle ticket.Under
an interline arrangement, an
airline issuesand accepts tick-
etstortlights operated by part-
ner carriers, and the passen-
gerswillhavea singleitinerary
but different tickets.

About the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
flaggingcertainlapsesattheair-
line, Dube said all the observa-
tionshavebeenaddressed tothe
satisfaction ofthe regulator.

“We had observations like
every airline had observations
as part of routine audits. All of
these observations have been
addressed to the satisfactionof
the regulator and there is no
cause forsafety concernatall,”
hesaid.

On funding, the Akasa Air
chiefsaidtheairlineiswell-cap-
italised and will look at an initial
public offering (IPO) in the next
two to five years.

In August, the carrier
announced it raised funds
fromvariousinvestors, includ-
ing Premiji Invest and Clay-
pond Capital, and that the
money would be utilised
mainly for expanding opera-
tions. —PTI

&
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(D Hintmstan Times

DGCA fills up key 18
posts to plug crunch

Meha LM Tripathi
L

MEW DELHE The civil sviation
regulntor, Direciorte Gerernl of
Civil Mdntian {DGCA), has pro-
e 18 senior officers 1o the
st of Depiity Director General
(D) — o move almed ot
srengihening bts top echnical
anl air saficty lendership amiad
penasient stall shortages. acroas
critical dnisioms.

"W (et promcions, afl the
vl e s o DS are oece [l
In thee PGCA” an alflcial con
B in HIT, “Some of these posts
have been lying vacant since
200" b s,

Acvording te an Dotober X1
oflioe oader, seven of the pro-
moded afficers were serving as
idrecior of alrworthiness: o of
them os dinector of sir sadety,
threealirecin of sl mgEeer-
g e abireet o of Oiperabions
().

Thi promotkms come agalnst
the ackedrop of conginuing vicn
ches nomiss the DGCAs lechnion]
cadlne.

Hinthostan Times reported an
July 19, nearly hadl of s rogals-
or s samcionsd wechnical posts,
Imvcdusdding those in alrwarthiiness,
i operatians, and serodrome
smfety, hove remained vacnm for
yoemrs, alfecting inspectian anil
ovisraiglat fanction

These appoiniments are
experid i smengen Inds’s svi
ntian safesy oversight and come
months after the vl aviation
rmirsister Fam Mahnn Mok takl
ParEameri o bilv 21, that DGCA
ol recruit I people by the
end ol Deiober,

The affice order. seen by HT,
moees thai thesen PEmETE
elfective frony theaie the officers
s charge.

While these pronsoliots mark
progress in (lling loeg-pending
posts, senilor officlals acknod
eiged that overnl| smffing a
DG CA remains stretched.

The civil avialson muinistry
itloryg with the Uridan Pubilic Ser-
viee Commission (UPSC) are
warking o expedite appoint-

Non-availability of
cockpitcrew and
pilots hits Akasa
NEW DELHE: Akasa Air.
bascked by Avim Premji's
|pvesiment srm Premji
Irveest, [s facing miomting
apembanal grain doee o
the non-availability af
cockpil crew 1o aperile
certaln Nights. This is
despite th mirline having
around B0 plleas on s
rolls, with as mony as
nine flights for ai least
Sunday eft without avail-
able pilots, sccording o
) Intomal commuana-
Tham peviewed by HT,

A the same time, CAT
11 pilot rosbers, have mat
been  created from
November 15 onwards
i thie pilals e mat
revetvd Hhe rosters s far
In windation of the DGCA
norms that the cockpit
creyw shoulll receive the
roster 15 ddays in advanee,
poaple privy 1o the infor-
Ieatiion sudd

“Ar least e flights for
Morekny remain mnocrerad
due to wvailobiliy of
captuins,” sorordkng o the
intermal commmmnicalion.

The adrline spokesper-
500 however, salil, “We
wre mnking certain aper
atiomal  adjustments
which hos kel 1o tempo-
rury lifpact on o few
Nights.”

FEHA LM TRIPATHI

mients o sirengghen DGEASs bech-
rical crpacity, espeoilly in Bghtol
el paniciens avwiakiom murked
anid |IIL1"L“.?I'S;‘G!’.M‘.|’§:§'III."I.'II'HFI']E
fram thve: Ineermsticnal Civi| Avis
tion Organization (1CADN

Recemly, the UPSC seleriend 42
candidabes for appaintment as
Assistnnl Directons (AL af opetr
tiors. whe will stait working by
thie end af Novernber
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IndiGo flight diverted to Mumbai
following ‘human bomb’ threat

HYDERABAD: The Rajiv Gandhi
International {RGIA) Airport
here received a threat email on
Saturday claiming that there
was a “human bomb” onboard
an IndiGo flight from Jeddah to
Hyderabad, following which
the aircraft was diverted to
Mumbai where it landed safely,
police said.

The airport authorities
lodged a complaint with police,
saying they received the threat
email at around 5.30 am which
warned them to “prevent land-
ing of IndiGo (flight) in Hydera-
bad”.The email further stated

FOLLOWING THE
THREAT, ALL
STAKEHOLDERS
WERE ALERTED
AND FLIGHT WAS
DIVERTED

“...onboard LTTE-ISI operatives
have planned a major 1984
Madras Airport Modus oper-
andi style blast”, police said.
All stakeholders were
alerted and the flight was
diverted to Mumbai airport

where it safely landed, they
said adding “all (security)
checks were carried out and no
issue was found”.

Based on the complaint a
case was registered. Further
investigation is on, police
added. In a statement, an
IndiGo spokesperson said, “A
security threat was received for
IndiGo flight 6E 68 operating
from Jeddah to Hyderabad on
November | and the aircraft
was diverted to Mum-
bai." According to IndiGO, after
security checks, the plane was
cleared for operations. PTI
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flyadeal plans India
flights in 2026: CEO

ullish on the fast-growing Indian aviation
B market, Saudi Arabia’s no-frills carrier

flyadeal will start flights to Indian cities,
including Mumbai, from the first quarter of
2026.

The airline’s chiefexecutive officer (CED),
Steven Greenway, told PT1 that India is one of
the “most hyper-competitive markets”™ in the
world and there is a need to have an "absolute,
brutal focus on unit cost”.

Asister company of Saudia Airlines, the
Jeddah-based profitable flyvadeal has been
flying for over eight vears and expectsto have
46 planes in its fleet by the end of this year.
Currently, the carrier has 42 A320 family
aircraft and has also placed orders for 10 wide-
body A330 Neos that are expected tostart
comingin from July 2027 “Our intent isto
start operating (1o India) in the quarter one of
next vear...,” Greenway told PTL PTI
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IndiGo flight
diverted after

receiving
security threat:

New Delhi: An IndiGo
flight from Jeddah to
Hyderabad was diverted to
Mumbai on Saturday, after a
threat email claiming that
there was a ‘human bomb’
on board was received by
the Hyderabad airport
authorities. IndiGo ina
statement said: “A security
threat was received for
IndiGo flight 6E 68
operating from Jeddah to
Hyderabad on 1st November
2025, The aircraft was
diverted to Mumbai.
Following the established
protocol, we informed the
relevant authorities
immediately and fully
cooperated with them in
carrying out the necessary
security checks.." All
passengers were escorted off
the plane, and a thorough
security inspection was
conducted. The authorities
have registered a case and
are investigating the source
of the threat email.



AIRPUR I'SAUT HDH!T:‘ (JF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGERAPH KOLEATA 2 NOVEMBER 2025

Flight
bomb
scare

B HYDERABAD: The Rajly
Gandhi International
Atrport here recatved a
thraat email on Satur-
day, clalming that thera
Was a “human bomb”
onboard an IndiGo filght
from Jeddah 10 Hyder-
abad, following which
the atreraft was diverted
to Mumbal, where it
landed safoly, polico sald.
The alrport authorites
lodged a complaint with
the police, saying they
recalved the threat emall
aroumd 5.30am, which
warned them to “prevent
landing of IndiGo fight
In Hyderabad", o
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Al captain flies sans
licence, co-pilot after
failed test; grounded

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An AirIndia co-pi-
lot and a senior captain have
been taken off flying duty after
the airline found they operated
a flight each last month with a
lapsed English Language Profi-
ciency (ELP) licence in one
case, and in another, without
undergoing mandatory correc-
tivetraining after failing the bi-
annual instrument rating-pilot
proficiency check (1R-PPC).

This occurred just five
months after Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
reprimanded Air India for
scheduling and rostering laps-
es. The regulator is now inves-
tigating the fresh lapses and
has sought a report from the
airline. Air India is learned to
have asked pilots to ensure
they meet all licence require-
ments.

It is not unusual for a co-pi-
lot tonotbeabletoclearhislat-
est IR-PPC, but pilots have to
mandatorily undergo correc-
tive training and get their pro-

This occurred five months after
DGCA reprimanded Air India for
scheduling and rostering lapses

ficiency rechecked to a satis-
factory level of performance
before they can fly again. In
this case, the Airbus A320 co-
pilot operated a flight without
it.

In the other case, a senior
commander was the pilot-in-
command of an A3201light de-
spite a lapsed ELP licence. A
valid ELP is mandatory for pi-
lotsto fly.

An AT spokesperson said,
“An instance of a first officer
operating a flight after an un-
satisfactory recurrent train-
ing check was detected by the
training team. As soon as the
error came to our notice, a
crew scheduler and the pilot
involved were off-rostered.”
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