AIH‘FOHFSAUIH DRITY FJF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAE TJALA DELHT 2 QCTOBEER 2026

JMMESIT3ME TIUIE W Ugell | TTeleh
T & foru o smrere gfaen &

HET T =

= et st mmiE
e T P T T 6
e & fim W w8 =
Eere i ok ok o b
§) m tm W wEn T e
yTE =9 T F, o e
T F UEE TE % A5
T ¥ i R e
g (owdand-del) &
ifnEE §9EW 4 e
ik i FT H

FaE aEE W omirE

-3 d 20 A0
e 3 HR TR
foe it g

Zfiam-3 § e A
T A o =T T R
1 20 0 TR PSSO
= Fu om # @ ww
WFAE-FE M £ ot e
& | W B UraE e e §
fem 3 whismorn  (affdifes ¢
Frfterm feem) F sl g S
#1 2 wfdfias g g
i foin stivivm o 4§ Toem
T Of A e

effm-3 & wen
&51-5 Wt 7e

Wiﬂmaxwﬁ
5 1 ¥ 9 (o o &) 5ER
m'ﬂfﬂmmm
FI 1 T E § A S

u:hmffﬂqma-ﬁ'ﬁ
pieEaen ke rifh ook
3T, T e A sl
'_JIHFF;I"IIEEITE B-E"'I?Ffl
SIS S % T
ﬁmﬁmm:rm?fqﬁrnu

o mﬂ'a it I-]mTaH
s 3 sffiemdt i

w3



AIRF‘UH 'S AUT HOHH “l’ UF iNUlﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE

DELHT

3 OQCTOBER 2026

Mumbai international airport plans to
discontinue 265 flights from Oct 26

—
Anessh Phadnis
Meirribsal

IndiCio and Air India may
have to redece around 100
international departures per
week from Mumbai from Oic-
toher 26 as a part of the air-
port npl:ratur's ]:l]arl o re-
develop terminal 1 and push
reaffic o Navi Mumbal.
Orverall 265 weekly Hights
{one-third of the total’} could
be alfected as Mumbai Inter-
mational Airport Lid (MIAL)
plans to temporarily discon
tinue slats, The airpart aper-
ator informed 46 airlines
about the planned reduetion
in slots on Thursday, listing
exnetly the number of fights
each airlines would lose.
Alrlines have been asked
to inform the airport by Oc-
tober & the aspecific depar-
ture slots they can surrender.

‘FORCED RELOCATION"
Airlines, however, are resist
ing the plan, calling it forced
relocation and have sought
Civil Aviation Ministry's
intervention.

As per the list circulaved
by the airport, there are 770
weckly intermational depar-

Airlines are
resisting the plan,
calling it forced
relocation and have
sought the Civil
Aviation Ministry’s
intervention

rure slots at Mumbai's ter-
minal 2 IndiGo has highest
number of slots (224, fol-
lowed by Air India (10407 and
Akaza Ak (320,

As per MIAL's proposal, 74
alots of IndiGo and 33 slots
of Air India would be tem-
porarily discontinued if the

proposal  gpoes  through,
Akasa Adr stands to lose 11
weekly slots.

Similarly, among foreign
carriers, Emirates and Eri-

had have highest number of

departures each, followed by
Eritish Airways. ‘l.'n"h:!u_ Emir-
ates flies 35 times a week,
Etihad and Brivish Adrways
operate 28 and 21 flights, re-
spectively. As per the MIAL

proposal, 10 slots each of

Emirates and Erihad would
he temporarily discontinued
while seven slots of British
Airways would get reduced.

SHIFT TO NAVI MUMBEAI
MIAT has said airlincs can
shift flights to Navi Mumbai
unttl terminal 1 of Mumbet is
rebuilt by FY 2030,

The International  Air
Transport  Association has
said airlines plan schedules
months in advance and any
significant changes must be
communicated  sufficiently
early o avoid disruption.
The airline hody also called
for consultation before amy
cut in schedules.

Om fts part, MIAL, in irs
October | letter, said airlines
were called for a stakeholder
meeting on September 16, “A
number of airline partners
chose not to participate in
the meeting. MIAL, never-
theless, remains committed
tacontinued stakeholder en
gagement and reiterates that
the development  pro-
gramme  and implementa-
ton timelines remain un-
changed,” it said,

The Mumbai airport will
undertake phased redevelop
ment of its terminal 1 start-
ing January 2027, As @ con-
sequence, one third of
domestic flights from T1 are
planned to be shifted 1o T2
from October 28,
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X2.6 trn projects completed, being
executed in Maha: Pranav Adani

SUDHEER PAL SINGH
My Dedhi, 2 Octaber

Energy and infra projecis
worth over ¥16 trillion ane
either completed or being
executed in Maharashira by
the Adani group, Pranav
Adani, director, Adani Enter-
prises, said on Friday.

Speaking at the lannch of
the ‘“lmwest Maharashira™
event in Mumbal, he said these
projects are part of the larger
6 trillion investment plan by
the company in the state.

“Ar the World Economic
Forum in Davos and through
state partnerships, the Adand
group has committed to an in-
vestment bineprint exceeding
6 trillion across critical and
upcoming sectors Like energy,
aviation and aero-districes,
urban  regeneration, data
centres and coal gasification,”
Adani said.

"Projects worth £2.6 trillion.
are already completed or under
execution.” he sdded.

He also sald in his speech
that the company s excited
nhout managing the Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Mahara| Intema-
tional Airport Mumbai and
delivering the preenfield Mavi

«ZA

ADAMI ENTERPRISES
DIRECTOR PRANAV ADAMI
SAID ADANI ELECTRICITY
LIMITED POWERS OVER

3 MILLION MUMEBA]
HOMES AND
ESTABLISHMENTS

Mumbal International Alrport,
an infmstructure asset de-
sigmed to anchor the Mumbai
Metropolitan Reglon's growth
and kandle over 90 million pas-
sengers annually.
“Surrounding these twin
aviation gateways. we are de-
veloping integrated airport

business and hospitalicy dis-
tricts that will redefine urban
mobility and commerce”
Adand safd.

He also said that through
Adani Electricity Mumbai Li-
mited, the company Is power-
ing more than 3 million homes
and establishments across
Mumbal, and the metropolis
leads major global financial
capitals in clean energy adop-
tion, with over 60 per cent of
the power supply sourced from
renewahle energy sources.

“And to insulate Mumbai's
financial core from outames,
our 1000 Megavmatt high-volt-
ape direct curmrent trans-
mission link brings resilient,
dlean green power directly into
the city. Complementing this
are our pumped-storage hydro
initiatives across the state to
guarantee 24x7 green baseload
power,” Adanisaid.

He said that through the
Dharavi Redevelopment Pro-
ject, the company has under-
taken an ambitious urban
mmansformation inltiadve and
with the launch of the “Invest
Maharashira” event, the state
is establishing a8 mechanism
o convert investor intent
into on-ground execution.



AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDILA

Communications Directorate

Corporate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHT 3 BOEFORBER 2026

PHASED DEMOLITION OF TERMINAL 1AT MUMBAI AIRPORT TO BEGIM [N JANUARY

Shift 265 weekly int’l flights to

Navi Mumbai by Oct 25: MIAL

FEEFAK PRTEL
Mews Diethi, 3 October

Adani groug-controlled
Mumbal Internaticnal Alrport
Lt §MIAL) heas skad alrlines o
shift 50Ut of atoral 770 inter-
national weekly flights to the
MNavi Mumbai girport by
Detober 15 el ng the revamgof
Terminal 1, whise demition
will besgin in Jamoary 2007
MIAL i s commmincation
toall airlines on Thursday sasd
& mseting was convensad oo
Sepremnber 16 to facilivate the
shift. However, "a number of
nirlines chose ol 1o paricl-
pare”. It added thar "several
abrlines® did not respond 1o s
request tosubimit their “transi-
than plans® by Sepiember 25
In the “phsence” of the
requisite information, MIAL
said it has decided o proceed
with ghifting fights tothe new
atrport oo the hasis of the
“gvallahle operational data” of

airlines.  amd  “planning
Essumptiong” macde regnrding
the redevelopment of Tes-
minad 1 ar Mumbal slrpor.

Fustmess  Standard  has
reviewed MIALS commundcs-
o, Pl MIAL sswel] as Navi
Mumbai International Alrpart
Ll {AMIALY are comtolled by
the Adanl geoup.

The International  Alr
Transpat Asseciation (LATA),
In itz Septemiber 9 leter to the
Minmistry of Clvll Aviation
IMoCA), had tarmed this shif
e the new alrport 83 “forced
relocating”, Bresdmess Srandard
heaid reparted.

Tt had ssked the minkstey to
Interviene as the rransition plan
was nof devised i consulis-
tion with alr carfers. MAIL on
Thuirsclay sabd |t plans o “tem-
porarily discondimue™ 265, of
344 percent. ofthe Troweekly
Inrernational deparmres from
Mumbel alrport, from October
26, IndiGo will see the largest
reduction in weekly interna-
tonal  depamures  from
Mummbeld sdrpoer, with 74 of 224
deparmuses =21 to be affected by
the move, followed by Al
Inclla wlabodwill redocsie 33 out
of 100 deparures. Akses Alr
will see 11 of s 32 depanuses
mawed, while Exihsd Alrways
anid Erdrates will each rebocate
w of thelr 28 deparured to
MNMIAL.

MIAL said alrlines mst
| bt L serieiing by o pumh o

Flight shift

Top7 airfines affected by the move
International departures
' Current per week at Mumbai airport
To be shifted to Mavi Mombai Airport (By Oct "25)

indi Moma  Ethed  Emisies A india
Ar A Expresi  Airearys
ST ML
October 6 bout tha SDL‘CI]:II: Indkh Expre&g:mriimuma.u-

slots {or ights) that they plan
ot porarily discontinge” s
Mhumibai adepore. A shof |5 basl-
cally athme wincow that an e
line | alocated to use an
alrpon terminal for a sched-
uled arrival or departre.

“In the eveni that nmo
responss B recelved by the
aforesald desdling, MIAL shall
determine the relevant slots
[which will be disconminued|
based on operational cepacity
and implementation corsider-
arkons.” iradded.

MIAL plans to shift around
265 intemational flights 8 week
fram Mumbai's Termins] 2 s
MMIA and the space created af
Terminal 2 will be used for
domesth fights moving from
Terminal 1 This will halp 10
accommodate arownd 5 mil-
lon domestic passengers 3
wear from Terminal 1.

“wih effect from ool
hours an October 26, MIAL
shall commence theallocation
ol vacated assers at Terminal 2
ol the Mumbal sirpont —
Including bur not Umited 1o
check-in counters, baggage
beds, oanding gates and oper-
arbonal oifkee space — tosched-
uled demestic operators In
ordertoEacilicare the mansition
of approsd miately 5 million poes-
sefgers  per  annum  of
domessehe traffie feon Teembnal
1o Termingl 2" it noged.

Acconding 1o MIAL Adr

ways will esch move seven of
their 21 weekly deparmures
from Mumbal airpor. while
Spicelet, Singapore Alrlines,
Kuwalt Alrways, Thal Alrways,
Virgin Atlantke, Dman  Alr,
Erhiopian Alrlines. SriL.ankan
Alrlines. Alr Arabia, Lufthanss
and Gulf Alr will esch ralocate
frve of thelr 14 weekly depar-
nares. Among other carrlers,
Ketya Alrways, Carhay Paclfie
and Malaysia Al ineswill sach
muwve four of thelr 10 weekly
depanures, while Saudia will
refocate three of i eiple
departures o NMIA.

SWISE, Arerbolg Alrlines,
All Nippon Alrways, Jazeers
Alrways, Batlk Alr Malaysla,
Alr France, VietJat, Tuskish
Alrdines, Viemmm Alrdines,
Salamadr, Alr Tanzanla and
Qatar Alrways will each move
three of thelr seven weeldy
depormures. KM will relocate
e of ls sl fllghts, while fhy-
dubal and Egypralr will aach
move two of their five depar-
mures. Flymns will relocate two
of s four deparures, while
Thai Vietjet will also move two
of its four depammures io NMIA.
The remaining smaller oper-
abors — Adr Asrans, Al Maur-
Itlus, Royal Jordanlan, Mepal
Alrdines, Uzbekistan Alrways,
Uganda Aldines and Yemenks
— will each move ome of thelr
rwoiothree weekly deparmures,
stated MIAL

Suspending
cargo flights as
MIAL lacks
reliable setup:
Challenge grp

Challenge group, a Malta-
hesdguartered internarionsl
logisthes company, kas tem-
porarly suspended all cargo
Mighe operahons w and from
the Mumbal region, saylneg
the cument “operational
serup” at Nawl Mumbal akre-
pore does o albow the firm
o deliver its cargo services
with the “level of reliability
and certalnty irreguires”.

In a staremient on Links-
din, Challenge group said:
"W have made the decision
to temporarly suspend our
Mumbal operations wngil
farther notice.™

"Following  Challenge
mroups mandsmweytransiton
fram the Mumbat alrpor 1o
the Mavi Mumbal slrport,
andan sssessment ol thecur-
rent operating conditlons an
thie Bt Ml alrport, we
have determined thor the
present operational sstup
doed not yer enable us 1o
dedlver our carpe services
with the level of reliabiity
andd certatnry we require” It
added. The droumstances
leading 1o this slustlen, the
firm said, are ourside its con-
tral but the dectsion 1o sus-
pend s services: 8 a
“deliie rane one
"Protecting  our cus-
tomers, thelr cargo and the
reltabliity of their supply
chalns renising our prioty.,
O teams are actively evalu-
aring altermative opiions i
maaintabn Srong conmsviry
berwson Tnidls and our inter-
natlonal petwork, and we
expect 10 comumunicate
detalls of 3 new service to the
masker shory,” i noted.
The suspensbon comes
only months after Clhallenge
group exparded g5 Mumbal
operatbon. The finn an Lin-
kedin said thar commimed o
Ml and looks forwsnd to
resuimingg its operations ance
the necessary conditinns are
i place b0 sUpport 15 cargo
services “rellably and effac-
hvely ™. BEERAK BATEL
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Airport
trials for
full-body
scanners

Mew Delhi: Aviation securiy
watchiog BCAS 15 collacting
daia from ongoing trials of
full-body scanners at Ben-
galuru and Cochln alrports
amd will redine the algorithms
hased on the results befors
dedding whether 1o Lnirod nee
thom at alrports.

Burean of Chvll Avialion
Security (BCAS) director-gen-
aral Riajesh Nirwan on Thurs-
day sald mil-body sCANNeTs
had been mandated for eighi
alrports, Trials of the scan-
ners are being done &t Bon-
gahmrn and Cochin alrports,
from where datn und ldorma-
tiom such as how many alarms
are generated are baing col-
lected. The gathered dot will
e nsseasad, he sudd e o brief
Ingin Dalhl

Cochin 8 not among the
alght alrports whers full-body
stanners have been mandat-
o, Detalls about the aight
atrports could not be ascer-
tuined. The tdea of full-body
SCANTTS WS ko a fow
FOATS AE0, DUl dUe 0 VArious
1ssues. including thoss ralated
i pissangar privacy, the tech-
TeloEy 15 ¥t 40 Do defiloyed A
AITpOTis.

In responge to a Qiery
ADOUt PIIVACY cotcarns, Nir-
Wan gaid ona 15sna was tha
Imags that was coming out
after scanning. The scunners
e belng msade “lmagm agnoe-
Bc”, as i1t will just be o model of
i person. hesald.

The technology wWill dis-
play o the screen If some-
thing suspicious is detected
or where somathing 1= Kept on
the hady and will shaw oniy
that particolar pari. Amid
concerns that wearing certaln
OTNAMENtS And BVET & man-
galsuira conld trigger alarms,
BCAS 8 working on rellning
the algorithms used by these
NS I clese cofiination
with the verktors and original
et mar tiners

"What We are getting today
n India is haged on algorithms
that have been designed for
forelyn markets. There are
cerin tvpleal things that are
worn by Inidian cltizens or peo-
ple Lving in Indiy So, thoss
algorithims are also belng con-
nnuonsly refined,” the BCAS
D said. All such details will
be avallable from data from
thar aNEETNE IFE1S AT AcenTd
ingly, Nirwan said the algs-
rithans woukd be refined. PT]
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¥ Modi speaks to Flydubai pilot, hails him for saving 174 lives
® India is proud of you: PM as Capt. recounts mid-air incident

‘1 was determined not to let
others die’: Capt Smit to PM

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 2

Indian Flydubai pilot
Capt, Smit Machc
during a 1e-minute vides
call with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday,
told his “biggest (dol” that
he was determined (o save
the passengers on the
flight despite battling for
his life after being stabbed
and sertously injured by
his co-pilot mid-alr on the
flight from Dubai to Tel
Aviv  on  Wednesday.
Commending Capt.
Machchar for saving
numerois lives, Mr Modi
sald that his courage has
enhanced the honour of
14f-crore countrymen.

“Today the entire coun-
try can proudly say that
we Indians are not peuq:r!le
who take lives, We are
people who save lives™
the Prime Minister said
during the conversation,
as Capt. Machchhar nod-
dexd in agreement and sajd
he was flled with pride
that Mr Modi had made a
call to him.

“1 was fghting for my
life, but [ was determined
not to let others die™
Capt. Machchhar told the
Prime Minister while
recalling the horror after
being stabbed by his
Omani co-pilot. He said

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with Captain
Smit Machchaar, who allegediy foiled an attempt by his
co-pilot to crash an Israel-bound flydubai flight and is
currently undergoing treatment at a hospital in the
UAE, during a video call in New Delhi on Friday. _ pp

that whenever he faces
difficulty, he recites the
Hanuman Chaliss, a
Hindu religious hymn
devoted to
Hanuman.

“I was lying on the floor
{of the cockpit) injared.
With whatever energy
that was left with me, |
managed to act properly
and saved the plane.. It
was such a crucial
moment..." Capt.
Machchhar sald.

Recalling the aftermath
of the horrifle attack by
his co-phlot, Capt
Machchhar told Mr Maodi,
“1 told myself: This will be
the last push.. 1 was
being assaulted at that
time... I just opened the

door, amd all the others
(passengers) came. All of
them too had an equal
role... But honestly, | was
acting out of survival, yet
at the same time, [ Knew |
couldn't let all of them
die,” he said.

The Prime Minister tobd
Capt, Machchhar that
after this incident, India
can proudly say that
Indians are not those who
tnke lives but those who
are willing to risk their
lives to save others. “At
that time, vou received so
many injuries and were
engaged in a lifeand-
death fight. But vou
Ignored your safety and
were concerned about the
B Tumn to Page 4

‘I was determined not to let
others die’: Capt Smit to PM

W Continued from Page 1
safety of the passengers. You
have enhanced the honour of
l40-crore Indians. [ feel proud
firom the bottom of my
heart,” he sald, adding that
prayers were conducted in
soveral  temples  across
the couniry for his reco
VEIry.

On reciting the Hanuman
Chalisa, Capt. Machchhar
told the Prime Minister,
“Whenever [ experience

in, 1 just recite the

anuman Chalisa. Even at
that moment, I was only
reciting  the Hanuman
Chalisa, and I know that God
saved me,” he sald.

“I feel extremely, extremely
proud. Getting vour call
makes me feel so proud. Now
I feel proud of myself: until
now 1 wasn't, but now [ do. [
am sorry | am erving in front
of you,” Capt. Machchhar
sald.

“Sir, every morning when I
pray, my two-year-old son sits
in my lap, and 1 recite the
Hanuman Chalisa to him
because that is what | was
taught - even though we are
far from our country today,
we should not be far from our
culture,” he said.

In response, the Prime
Minister “deeply n“preciutnd.
the Capt. Machchhar draw-
ing spiritual strength from
reciting  the anuman
Chalisa during his struggle
for survival”, an official

statement later sald.

Capt. Machehhar also said
that he was not viewing his
injury merely as a wound, as
doing so will make his recov-
ery harder. ~1 am viewing it
as a journey that will happen
slowly, step by step, and will
take time. But | am very, very
confident that I will recover
and becume completely
healthy again,” hesnuf

Most of the conversation
was in Hindi, but some of it
was In Gujarati as well.

“You are a brave man. India
is waiting to welcome yon,"”
Mr Modi told the pilot.

The Prime Minister also

ke about Capt.
Machchhar's mother,
Geetaben, noting that she
raised him with the values
and teachings of the
{Hindu sacred text)
Bhagavad Gita.

“Yesterday, I had the oppor-
tunity o talk to Bhupendra
bhai (Capt. Machchhar's
father), Geetaben (his moth-
er) and Sonalben (his wife). |
could not talk to Jiwa and
Bobby (his children), but |
told Geetaben that she has
moulded Smit's life with the
principles of the Bhagavad
Gita," Mr Modl said.

The Prime Minister also
expressed his gratitude to the
governments  of Saud]
Arabia and the UAE for tak-
ing good care of Capt
Machehhar He also told ¢
pilot that he has elevated the

prestige of the Indian pilot
community, whom the world
will now view in a new light.

“Today i Gandhi Javanti.
You have shown the world
what the true meaning of
‘ahimsa’ (non-violence) is,”
Mr Modi said. He indicated
that he will discuss the sensi-
tive details of the incident
when he meets the recuperat-
ing pilot later and said those
details should not be dis-
cussed on phone.

“Get well very soon so we
can meet; God bless yvou and
Jai Hind,” he said. Later ina
post on soclal media, he post-
&d, “An unforgettable conver.
sation with Capt. Smit,
filled with pride and emo-
tions."”

Capt. Machchhar is still in
hospital in the UAE capital
Abu Dhabi. He was operating
the flydubai flight FZ1073 as
pilot-in-command (PIC) from
Dubai In the UAE to the
Israeli city of Tel Aviv earlier
on Wednesday when he was
attacked by the Omani co-
plilot

The flight made a rapid
descent of over 17,000 feet
from 34,000 feet before divert-
ing to Prince Sultan Bin
Abdulaziz Alrport In Saudi
Arahia’s Tabuk city after pas-
sengers lncludin&m“ﬂ pllots
who were on sta-
bilised the aircraft,

The flight was carrying 174
passengers, including 27 chil-
dren.
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Akasa CEO dismisses Boeing 737 MAX software
glitch concerns, says fleet ‘absolutely safe’

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA the aidine has had discussi- sald that it will delay certifi-
Hisey D, 2 Dictinkoes ons regarding the software cation of the new Boeing,
™ &6 WE WORK CLOSELY issue with India's aviation MAX 10 jets — the longest
Aknsa Alr Founder and WITH THE DGCA. regulator, the Direcvarate version of the 737 — until it
Chief Executive Officer BOEING ALSO HAS A General of Civil Aviation is sarisfied that there is no
(CE0) Vinay Dube has al- LARGE OUTFIT IN (DGCA), the Akaca Air safery issue arall
layed safiety concerns re- INDIA, AND THEY ARE CEC sald: “"We work closely However, FAA Adminis-
garding & Boeing 737 Max IN TOUCH WITH THE with the DGCA. Boeing trator Bryan Bedford sald
“snftware glitch™ during REGULATOR AS alsp has a larpe outfit in that the 737 MAX is safe ag it
landing. The airdine has a WELL. EVERYOME IS L India, and they are in touch does not take away control of
fleet of 43 Boeing 737 MAX FULLY AWARE OF with the regulator as well. the aircraft from the pilots.
planes, which fly across the THE SITUATION ¥ Everyone is fully aware of In Indin. Akesa Air holds
country and abroad. Winay Dube, \ the situation. the largest order for the

In an interview with FotnLrEI'.EIII Al Ar Dube also made it clear Boeing 737 MAX. Out ofa
Business Stamdard, Dube 1 — that there is no problem tofal order of 226 aircraft,
said: “Following our assess- with registration of the the airline has already re-
ment and discussions with Boeing 737 MAX and that ceived 43 planes, with the
Boeing, we can confirm the airline ks readying to get remaining fleet scheduled
there is mo impact what- plitch in irs 737 MAN jots, just that in & very very spe- deliveries of some planes for phased delivery by 2032
SOEVET On our operational while maintaining that it cific manoewvre, the auto- very soon. He sdded that Alkasa has already sdded
continuity, new aircraft de- posed no safety risk. In mated flight-ruiding system Boeing is working on a soft- five of these planes to its
livery schedules, and induc- simple terms, if a 737 MAK cannot be used. Insucha ware fix to address the fssue.  fleet during the cument fi-
ton timelines. Our fleet afrcraft sborts a landing, the case. the pilot has to fly However, some global nancial vear.
remains ahsolutely safie” automated navigation sys- the plane manually. 1f you carriers have told Boeing The airline is also look-

The concems came to tem may cut off. However, ask me how often we have that they would not like to ing for another arder in the
light just & few days ago the pilots can maintain encountered this specific take delivery of the new next few years to ensure that
when The Wall Street Jour- manual control of the plane. situation in our four and a Boeing 737 MAX jets until it can continoe to expand.
nal broke the story that Explaining the matter, half years of flying, the the issue s resolved. The However, the size and scope
Boeing had informed buyers ~ Dube said: “This is nota answer is zern,” Federal Aviation Adminis- of this expansion have not
im August about a software universal software issue. It is Responding to whether tration (FAA) in the US has been finalised
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I was determined not to let others
die, Captain Smit tells PM Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 2 October

“Twas fighting for noy life, bur 1
was determined nof o let
odhvers dle” flydubal capeain
Smit Machchhar todd Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday while recounting the
terrifylng moments after being
attackad by his co-pilot mbd-alr
st still managing o save the
alrcraft.

Modi video called the
pliot, wist is currently under-
golngtreatment ata hospirl i
the UAE,

Machchhar, who was
szabbed and serjously Infursd
bty hils copilot in the cockpl of
flydubai flight FZio73 while
travelling from Dubal to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detniled account of the incl-
dent to the prime ministes
during the video call.

He, however, did not
disriose what trigpered the
attack on him or the motive of
the copilor.

Modi lauded the pilot's
travery, presemce of mdnd and
composure, and sald Macheh-
Iar eook asplit-second dectsion

Prime Minkster Narendra Mod| speaks to Captain Smit
Machchhar, who ks undergolng reatment ata hospital in

the UAE, on a videocall

thiat saved the lives of so many
people. Machchharshared thar
wheneves he Baces difficulny. he
reciies the Fanommaen Chliss, &
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man T was lying on the fsor
[iof the cockpit) injured. With
whatever energy that was left
with mee. T managed to act prop-
erly and saved the plana” the
pidos sxid.

“I was fighting for my life,
Lot 1 weaes determined not to ket
orhers die. It was such & crucial
moment. TIere was & moment
whien [ realised theat 1 don't do

PHOTOC #T

something- becanse I was lying
on the ground {in cockpdrd, 1
could feel thar the aircraft was
golng down,” e sald.

Machchhar sald he was
repeatedly beaten amnd sus-
raimed mudtiphe injurkes, buthe
told himself thar he had 1o gt
upand act.

“At that time, T thought if 1
don'tget up... Lhave been flying
planes for 17 years, 1 have besn
a Captain for the last 11 years,
and 1 know what s happening
Iman alrevafteven with my eyes
closed. When I'was lying down

bedow, Tlonew for & (et dhat §F1
coled make ome kast push—the
door was right there. Even
wiatle I was soill paking blowes, 1
could just open the door” e
gaid. The pior said that after
the cockplt doot was opened,
everyone else came in, amd
everyone played an equoally
imyporrant roke.

"But homestly, I was acting
out of survival, yet &t the sane
e, 1 hoew T coubdn't let ol of
themdie” hesaid.

Modi told Machchhar thar
after this Incident, the country
can proudly say thar Indians
are notthose who take lives, bt
those who are willing to risk
thedr llves o save others.

“Af that time, you received
g0 many Injuries and were
engaged In a fight of life and
death. Ban you lgnored your
oo safiety and were concerned
about the safety of the passen-
gers. You have enhanced the
homour of Lo crore Indians, 1
fieel proud from the botom of
ny heart,” e gabd.

The pllot sald he considers
Modi  his grestest  rode
model and that his call has
boosted his morake.
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FlyDubai: Israel says co-pilot
radicalised, terror probe on

DUBAI/JERUSALEM,
AGENCIES

nvestigators on Thursday
Iwere trying to determing

what led the co-pilot on a
flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv
to stab the pilot, forcing the
plane to make an emergency
landing in Saudi Arabia after
passengers and crew mem-
bers bravely averted a midair
catastrophe.

The UAE government said
Thursday it would take the
leadin the probe, withitschief
prosecutor saying the inves-
tigation would also cover the
possibility of “terrorist activity
orintent”.

Many questions remained
about the incident, including
whether the co-pilot had act-
ed alone; what his motives
were; and if his intention was
tocrash the plane or take con-
trol of it and land it in a third
country.

Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu suggested
that the co-pilot, who has not
been identified, may have
been ideologically motivated.
“We know that he underwent
Islamist radical indoctrina-

Passengers of the diverted
FlyDubai flight arrive at Tel
Aviv airport. REUTERS

tion,” Netanyahu said, adding
thatinvestigators had learned
this from the man’s “personal
informarion”,

A regional official said the
suspect was under arrest and
that Saudi authorities were
working with countries, in-
cluding Israel, to try to deter-
mine amaotive,

“All possible scenarios,
from terrorism to mental dis-
orders, are being looked into,”
said the official.

Israeliofficialswerein Sau-
di Arabia to help investigate
the copilot, according to an-
other regional official. Israel
hasrequested that the co-pilot
be sent to Israel, though it is

PM hails
Indian pilot

PM Narendra Modi
praised Indian pilot Smit
Machchhar, saying his
“valour helped save hun-
dreds oflives” and “pre-
vented another 9/11-like
attack from happening”,
Inthe face of the gravest
danger and despite being
seriously injured, he
showed anunwavering
resolve to protect the
lives of others, Modi
wroteon X, Page s

unclear if this will be granted,
the official said.

According to witness ac-
counts, Israeli passengers
helped tosubdue the attacker,
while a dentist on board per-
formed first aid on the pilot,
Captain Smit Machchhar, an
Indian citizen.

India’s Ministry of External
Affairs said that after receiv-
ing initial treatment in Saudi
Arabia, Captain Machchhar
was shifted to Abu Dhabi.
Related reports, Page 5
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Israel to seek extradition
of FlyDubai co-pilot

Crew-related cockpit
hijackings & attempts

Accused transferred
to UAE, says
Saudi Arahia

L4

JERUSALEM, PTI/AFP

When the threat comes
from inside the cockpit

(TEFFIFITE] Alaska
Airfines/Horizon Air

Royal Air Maroc

* Off-duty Alasks * Pilat deliberately
srael's National S(‘l.'uﬁl}' Airbines pilot tried to trached Agadir-
Minister ltamar Ben-  Swidowntheplane Casabtanca flight

TR e engines during Tlight Into Atlas Mountains
Gvir said on Thursday he -
s from Everett (o 5an * 44 killed
would seek the extradition of Francisco

the Omani co-pilot accused
of attempting to crash a Fly-

= He was seated in an
extra cockpit seat

Dubai aircraft bound for Tel  * Crew subdued him e G
iv, i ic and the aircraft divarted enginegr ried to
Aviv, as Israelis praised pas-  300E SECET Duesseldorf flight and setthe alreraftona | hijack cargo aircraft
sengers who helped prevent b > » 150 people killed crash course fram bemphis to
the disaster. Mar 21, 2022 » Aircrafi crashed in the 5o Jose
The suspect was trans- China Ea French Alps UCETREEE] Egyptalr * He atlacked the
h L Eastern ————————— | =Flightfrom Los crew with a hammer
ferred from Saudi Arabia 1o . Angsles b Ca =
heUnited Arab Emirateson oL Ifom Fen 17,2014 b oA TR E
t‘ m . 5 Kunming to Cuangzhou Ethiopian Airlines crashed into the = Crew members
Thu L's_:d.&} after the al_:'c1'a!L. crashed, killing 132 o | Atiantic, 217 kilied subdued him and
carrying 174 people, includ-  « USinvestigators ":D‘UMH'WF’WW'F » Investigators tandod safely
ing 27 children, made an  said the engines were ﬂmiwtjdﬂilt!ail{] Elmim blamed co-pliot
emergency landing at Tabuk geliberately shut off and e " * Egypt disputed ERELH
on Wednesday following an ~ Tere Wasd et o the finding anc cind Japan Airfines
P g cockpit struggle Swiss police and sought | mechamical tailure .
altercation in the cockpit. « Chinahasnot releaseq  ESVIUM * Pilgt put the
Saudi Arabia’s Interior  ts final probe report S e 19, 1997 ﬁ]”lﬂu';tﬁ"ﬁ‘"m
Ministry said the plane's Hov 29, 2013 pro " mnta"Tnk
il S - W i ghifrom Jakarta approacl wo
captain and co-pilot had left : Mozambigue Airlines 10 Singapore orashed = CockpiL struggie
the kingdom for Abu Dhabi  Germanwings » Pilot crashed near Palamsang, Tedioiwed and the
on Thursday morning after = Co-pilot locked the Mazemhigue-Angola Indonesia aircraft crashed into
their health improved and  @ptainoutof the fiight in Namibéa = 104 killed, Tokyo Bay
thevwere cleared by medical cockpit and defiberately — ® 33 people kifled Investigators cited likely | = 240fthe 174
VoI o crasher Barcelona = Pilot iocked the cockpit | “unlawful interference” passengers were killed
Sowrce: AFPTI

The co-pilot was accompsa-
nied by an Emirati security
team, the ministry said, add-
ing that an initial investiga-
tion showed he had artacked
the caprain,

Ben-Gvir said he would

crash the plane. Prime Min
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
said on Fox News: 1 don't
know il you'll be the next
hijacked, but make sure an

Trump says Iran may be linked
to FlyDubai co-pilot

ask the justice ministry and  Israeli is sitting next to you.” US President Donald now.” “1 would say the
diplomatic officials to use all - President Isaac Herzog said Trumpsaidon Thursday  answer, based on what
available means to secure he would present the Pres- that Iran may be linked I'm hearing, is yes, but
the suspect’s extradition to  idential Award for Civilian to the FlyDubai co-pilot we're working on it right
Israel, where he wants him  Heroism to five passengers whotriedtocrashanls-  now,” Trump said. He did
questioned and prosecuted,  who started the charge for rael-bound plane, AR/FTI  not offer details. Asked

“Anyone who planned to  the cockpit. reports from Jerusalem.  ifthe US would retaliate
crash a plane and murder 180 Among them was Yaniv Trump was asked by against Tehranifitwas
Israelis must be extradited o Hayoun, a plumber who said reporters at the White behind the attack, Trump
Israel and pay the heaviest he beat and pinned down House whether he had said, “Oh theyll be hit,
price here,” Ben-Gvir said. the co-pilot. Netanyahu em- been bricfed about any very hard, don’t worry.”

The RMight incident has braced Hayoun at Ben Guri- links berween the pilot “You just ask them,” he
prompted a wave of pride  onAirport and told him: “Youo behind the attack and added. “They know what
in Israel, with passengers are a hero. How did vou do Tehran. He said, “We're  happened. TheyTl be hit
praised for intervening as  this?” Hayoun replied: “We working on it right very hard,”

the co-pilot appeared set to

are a people of ions."
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flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
New Delhi, Cctober 2

| WAS FIGHTING for mylife,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot, who is cur-

rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital inthe UAE.
Machchhar, who was

stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
dent to the primeminister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure, and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
somany people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuwman Chalisa, a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man."“I'waslying on the floor (of
the cockpit)injured. Withwhat-
ever energy thatwas left with
me, lmanaged to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said."Iwas fighting for my life,
but [ was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when | realised thatif Idon't do

SMIT MACHCHAAR, NARENDRA MODI,
CAFTAIN, FOY DUBAL FRIME MIMNISTER:

Because [ was lying You have enhanced
on the ground (in the honour of 140
cockpit),I could feel | crore Indians.! feel
thatthe aircraftwas | proud from the
going down bottom of my heart

something—because Iwaslying
on the ground {iu co ckpit}, I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,” he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustaned
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to getup
andact."Atthattime I thoughtif
ldon'tgetup...lhavebeentlying
planesfor17years,Ihavebeena
Captainforthelast11years,and
Iknowwhat is happeningin an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I was lying down
below, I knew for a fact thatif 1
could make one last push — the

doorwasright there. Evenwhile
I'was still taking blows, | could
just open thedoor,"he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudly saythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisktheirlives to save others.
"Atthattime,you received so
manyinjuries and were engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safet}r and
wereconcerned aboutthe safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians.| feel proud from
thebottomof myheart,"hesaid.
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(suiarat's Suren
Machchhar averts

FPJNews Service
SUREMDRANAGAR

anagar plotomit
ycubai Mg criss

seminar. The experience spar-
ked his interest in flving and
eventually led him to pursue
professional pilot training.

He travelled to New Zealand
far his aviation training, repor-
tedly his first overseas trip, and
completed the technical traini-
ng, flving hours and other reg-
uirements for a Commercial

L

From a family with roots in
Wadhwan in Gujarat’s Surend-
ranagar disirict to the cockpit
of an international airline, Ca-
ptain Smit Machchhar’s journ-
ey has drawn attention after he

reportedly helped avert a
major crisis aboard a Flvdubai
flight.

Gujarat will
honour Captain

Pilot Licence.

From Spicedet to Flyd-

Machchhar’s Gujarat conne- H ubai
ction has emerged as his family SI:I"IIt Machchhar After returning to India,
spoke about the incident and with the Machchhar began his com-
his condition. His father-in--  *ishishtha mercial aviation career and

aw, Jaysukhbhai Jogi, said the
family was deeply worried foll-
owing the incident, while his
brother-in-law Hirenbhai Jogi

Gujarat Garima
Award’ for his
bravery in

subsequently spent more
than 1l vears with Spicelet,
where he served as a Senior
Commander and Line Trai-

said the family was proud of < ning Captain.
Machchhar's courage. protecting 174 In June 2022, he joined
“He is currently undergoing passengers Flydubai as a direct-entry

treatment. We are proud of
him and the courage he show-
ed,” Hire nbhai said.

Although Machchhar has
roots in Wadhwan, his immed-
iate family has been settled in
Mumbai for years. He complet-
ed his schooling and higher ed-
uecation in Mumbai and initial-
ly appeared headed towards a
career connected to his famil-
v'straditional textile business.

From Textile Engineering
to Aviation

Machchhar’s entry into avi-
ation was not partofhis origin-
al career plan. After completi-
ng his textile engineering stud-

aboard a flight
bound for Israel
despite being
injured in an
alleged attack.

ies, he was considering pursui-
ng management education to
contribute to the family busin-
e85,

Aviation changed that tr-
djectory.

At around the age of 19, Ma-
chehhar attended an aviation

captain. He has reportedly
accumulated more
0.750 hours of flying experi-
ence on Boeing 737 and Boe-
ing 737 MAX aireraft.

than

Beyond flying, Machchh-

ar has also been involved in
training aspiring pilots thr-
ough his FlyBy Aviation aca-
demy, offering ground clas-
ses and professional guida-
nce.

His family’s Gujarat roots

have added a local dimensi-
on to the international aviat-
ion incident, with relatives
in the state closely following
hisrecovery.
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PM speaks to pilot,
praises his courage

HT Comrespandent

Ietteruahmdus tardames com

NEW DELHE Smit Machchhar,
the Indian pilot stabbed by his
co-pilot on o fhydubai Night from
Dubai to Tel Aviv, told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in a
video enll on Friday that be was
determined not to et others die
even though hie was fighting for
hiks o life
Machchhar, seen with a tube
il his nose and bandages on his
head and hands, speke to Modi
from a hospitl bed in Abu
Db duiring a neardy Wkminute
clip released on the Prime Minis-
ter's social medio channels.
Wiping away tears,
Muchchhar recounted Wednes-
day’s events in detail to the PM
bt did not give a motive for the
actions of his co-pilot, who has
so far been identified only as an
Omani national by lsraeli
authorities. Modi lauded the
R:ilul's courage and said
Rachebihu hod shown the world
contineed on -7
—+ISRAEL TO QUESTION CO-PULOT P15

Pliﬂnltndm“ndjnnnmllwiﬂl&{lmln!-mhhhdmhhlr L]

[ was fighting for
my life, but I was
determined not to
let others die. It was
such a crucial
moment..l could
feel that the aireraft
was going down

SMIT MACHCHHAR,
pilot ttacked on flydubal fight

MODI HAS 'VERY GOOD
IDEAS’ FOR ENDING
UKRAINE WAR: PUTIN
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
“wery good Ideas” ana mutual
settiement of the Ukraine canflict
ared raises the Bsue at “evary
misating’, Russian President
Viadimier Putin has said, according
T state-run TASS news agency,
°_He [Modi] is ane of those world
leaders who, despite owr very
good, even friendly relations
constantly ralses the isswe_" the
PRussian President said. ]

MODI SPEAKS TO PILOT
the true-msming of ‘shims’, efer-
rh'lgm Friday being Gandhi Jay-

Ma.:hL"l:harw.mH.adebyhu
co-pilot in an alleged attempt o
crash the plane. The jet. with 174
people on board, plunged nearky
14,000 Ft (4.267m) in bess than 30
seconds in the incident
UAE Presidential adviser Amwar
Gargash on Friday charscierised
the incident as @ “terrorist
attack.” while praising the pilot
s @ “true hero™ in o poston X

“1 was lying on the floor {af the
cockpil) injured. With whatever
cnergy that was it:H.wIlh me. |
managed to act p Iy and
saved the plane.” llh: pilot.
wihio also hadls from Modi's home
state of Gujarat

“1was fighting for-my Life, but
Iwas determined not o ket athers
die. It was such & crucial
mmnent. There wis @ moment
when | realised that if | don't do
somiething - becamse | was lying
on the ground (in cockpit), [
coitld feel that the alromlt was
poing down,” b said.

Though he hail sustained mul
tipbe injuries, Machchhar said he
todd himmself that bie hod 1o get up
ard it

“T have been flying planes for
17 years _ been a Captain for the
last Il years and | know what is
happening in an aircraft even
with myeyes closed. | knew fora
fact that if Loould make one last
pish - the doot was right there
Even while | was still taking
blows, | could just open the

door,” b said.

The pilot said that after the
cockpit door was opencd, others
rueshed in.

Machohbar was covered with
Mood and on the Noor when he
muanaged to open the cockpit
door, arcording (o a statement
from bsraeli Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu's office. That
act allowed passengers and crew
tovoverpower the co-pilot ard let
 second poirof fydubai pilots on
board take control of the fet and
bnd it in Tabok, Snwdi Arabia

“Hust honestly, | was acting out
of survival yet at the same tme, |
knew | couldn't let all of them
the” s

Machchhar shured thit whenr
ever he faces a challenge, he
recites the Henumun Chali

Modi told Machchhar that
after this incident. the country
can prowdly say that lndians are
not those who take Hves, but
these whoane willing o risk their
lives to save others,

“At that time, you recetved so
muny injuries and were engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
you ignored your own safety and
wiere comcermed sbout the salety
of the passengers. Yoo have
enhunced the honour of 140
crore Indians. | feel proud from
the bottom of my heart”™ Modi
sitid].

The pilot said he considers
Miodi his greatest mie modd., and
said he felt extremely proud the
Prime Minister hod mlled him
When Mechchhar apologised for
crying, Modi told the pilot that if
e could not cry before him, with
whom else would he ery.

The Prime Minister also told
the pilor that les acToss the
Dmmpﬂlr';havrmunul special
prayers for his speedy recovery
and that muny Indians were
reciting the Mahamrityunjaya
Muntra. “You are o brive man.
Irudin i waiting to welcome yoa,”
b ol the pilot.

Modi also spoke about
Machohhar's mother, Geeti Ben,
noting that she raised him with
the values and teachings of the
Bhagavad Gita.

The Prime Minister also
thanked the governments of
Saudi Arabiz and the UAE for
tuking pood care of Mechehhar,

Ina better to PV Modi on Fri-
day, the Federation of Indlan
Pilots said that the povermment
should confer a bravery wwarnd
on Machchhar, i view that was
echoed by some politicians.
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Used every bit of my
energy to save lives,
Captain Smit tells PM

Modi lauds flyd

i pilot, saying that the country could proudly say that

Indians were even willing to risk their safety for the welfare of others

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi spoke
to flydubai pilot

Captain Smit Machchhar
over a video call on Friday
and lauded him for foiling
an attempt to crash an Ts-
rael-bound flight. He called
the pilot a hero who
proved to the world that
Indians “are willing to risk
their lives to save others”.

“Today is Gandhi Jayan-
ti, you have shown the
world what the true mean-
ing of ‘ahimsa’ (non-vio-
lence) is,” Mr. Modi told
Captain Machchar. The pi-
lot called Mr. Modi his “big-
gest idol”.

Captain Machchhar is
currently hospitalised in
the UAE, recovering from
wounds he received when
his co-pilot attacked himin
an alleged bid to seize con-
trol of the aircraft that was
going to Tel Aviv. A wound-
ed Captain Machchhar
opened the cockpit door,
after which passengers
overpowered the co-pilot.

Speaking about his or-
deal with Mr. Modi, Cap-
tain Machchhar said that

Captain Smit Machchhar

during the scuffle with his
co-pilot, his 17 years of fly-
ing made him realise the
grim fate awaiting the pas-
sengers if he failed to act.
“I'was lying on the floor (of
the cockpit), injured. [ was
still getting hit, but realised
that the plane was losing
altitude. 1 told myself to
give it one last try and
open the door... because
although T was thinking of
saving myself, T could not
bear to think of what
would happen to others if 1
didn't act. With whatever
energy was left in me, 1
managed to act and open
the door,” he said, adding
that passengers thereafter
saved the day.

“At that time, you re-
ceived so many injuries

and were engaged in a hght
for life and death. But you
ignored your own safery
and were concerned about
the safety of the passen-
gers. You have enhanced
the honour of 140 crore In-
dians. I feel proud from the
bottom of my heart,” Mr.
Madi said.

Captain Machchhar said
that he always recites the
Hanuman Chalisa whenev-
er he is in difficulty, as he
did that day.

Lauding his bravery,
presence of mind, and
composure, the Prime Mi-
nister  said  Captain
Machchhar took the deci-
sion in a fraction of a se-
cond and saved the lives of
s0 many people.

“After this incident, the
country can proudly say
that Indians are not those
who take lives, but those
who are willing to risk their
lives to save others,” Prime
Minister Modi said. He said
that had Captain Machch-
har not acted, fngers
would have been raised
against Indians and Indian
pilots and their safety re-
cords. “You have truly
done a great thing,” he
said.
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FLYDUBAI'S INJURED INDIAN PILOT RECOVERING IN ABU DHABI HOSPITAL

“Told myself door right there, doit, pilot
tells PM: UAE calls attack an act of terror

Not just lives, you

saved reputation of
Indian pilots: Modi
praises Machchhar

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, October 2

A DAY after he was airlifted to
the UAE from Saudi Arabia, fly-
dubai’s Indian pilot Captain
Smit Machchhar, attacked bya
co-pilot who allegedly at-
tempted to crash the plane fly-
ingto Tel Aviv from Dubai, told
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Friday thar as he lay injured in
the cockpit, he told himself
“thiswill be the last push, Smit”
so "doit, the doorisright there”,

That single act of opening
the cockpit door allowed pas-

- g l.-lr'_ A My A'F _— o

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks to flydubai pilot Captain Smit Machchhar on avideo call, Friday. em

sengers and reserve pilotsto  video call from an AbuDhabi  ment, yes, Twas fighting for my
comeinandsavetheplanewith hospital where he is being life, but there came a moment
174onboard fromgoingdown.  treated for serious injuries, when I realised that if I did

Speaking to Modi over a  Machchhar said, “In that mo- »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

“Told myself door is there, doit, pilot tells PM

nothing... because I had fallen
down, I had been wounded so
muich that Twas on the ground,
at that time I told myselfT have
been flying aircraft for 17 years,
have been a Captain for the last
11 years. Even if I close my eyes,
I can sense what is happening
aboard a plane. When I was on
the ground, Ifelt that the aircraft
was going down."

“Itold myself: This will be
the last push, Smit. Do it, the
door is right there. I was being
assaulted at that time. T just
opened the door and all the
others (passengers and reserve
pilots)came;all of themtoo had
an equal role. Twas telling every-
onethat Twasdoing it to save my
own life, but T also knew that I
could not let the others die
either,” he said.

Modi praised Machchhar for
bringing glory to India and its
flying community. During the
10-minute videocall, he told the
pilot that the entire nation was
praying for him.

“Your courage, your pa-
tience and your prudence—you
made so many decisionsina
fraction of a second and saved
so many lives. Today, the entire
country can say with pride that
we Indians are not those who
justsacrificetheirlives, butwho
save them,” he said.

Referringto his conversation
with Machchhar’s parents and
wife Thursday, Modi said, “Yes-
terday, Thad the opportunity to
talk tw Bhupendrabhai
(Machchhar'sfather), Geetaben
(his mother) and Sonalben (his
wife). Icould nottalkioJavaand

Bobby (his children), but 1told
Geetaben that you have
moulded Smit’s life with the
principles of the Gita."
Machchhar told the Prime
Ministerthat he was his“biggest
idol”. He expressed gratitude to
the authorities in Saudi Arabia
and the UAE for the medical
care he is receiving.
Machechar said the ‘Hanu-
man Chalisa'gave himstrength
in difficult situations. “When-
everlfeel pain, Iread the Hanu-
man Chalisa. At that timetoo, 1
was repeating the Hanuman
Chalisa, andTknowthat it isGod
whohas saved me. Now that you
have called me, I feel proud,” he
said, tears rollingdown hiseyes.
Modi replied, “What you
have said about the Hanuman
Chalisa, T bow to Geetaben for

this, that she gave you such
values... Yesterday whenIspoke
to Sonalben, T was surprised.
She spoke with so much calm-
ness and courage. I had not im-
agined that Sonalben, in such
circumstances, could speak
with such calmmess.”

He told the pilot that India
was eager Lo welcome him. “1
was seeing some emotions ex-
pressed on social media -
people said if this (his actions)
had not happened, who knows
what India would have had to
face, what Bharat's pilots would
have experienced... how they
would be viewed from now on.
You have saved all of them...
Taoday is Gandhi Jayanti. What
ahimsa (non-violence} is, you
have displayed by living it,”
Modi said.
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AAIB calls for standard training on
emergency procedures for all pilots

5 LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

THE Ajrcraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) has rec-
ommended the aviation regula-
tor, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, to ensure that
trainee pilots of all Flving
Training Organisations (FT'Os)
have sufficient practice in all
critical exercizes and emergen-
cy procedures before they are
authorised for solo flights.

The directive figured in the
list of safety recommendations
it has proposed in its final in-
vestigation report into the ac-
cident involving a Cessna air-
craft at Guna aerodrome in
Madhya Pradesh in 2024,

On March 6. a 21-vear-old stu-
dent pilot was flying on his own
from Dhana to Guna in a four-
seater aircraft owned by
Chimes Aviation Academy. The
report details that at 9.12 am,
the aircraft overran the run-
way edge and collided with a
small tree 410 feet away from
the runway edge, leaving the
trainee with minor bruises.
The aircraft sustained substan-
tial damage.

Releasing the report on its
website, AATBR also asked the

DGCA to ensure all FTOS de-
vise 4 comprehensive training
syllabus according to the cate-
gory of licence for standardisa-
tion of syllabus across FT'Os. In
its safety recommendations, it
al=o said, “DECA may sugeest
all the FTOS assess their run-
way characteristics, and in case
hostile terrain or steep slopes
bevond the runway end are
present, they may be advised to
take proactive actions to stop
overrun.”

Elaborating on the probahle
cause of the accident, the re-
port stated, “The accident oc-
curred when a student pilot
could not stop the aireraft with-
in the runway, and subsequent-
ly when a go-around was tried,

Comprehensive syllabus

AAIB also asked the DGCA to
ensure all FTOS devise a
comprehensive training syllabus
according to the category of
licence for standardisation of
syllabus. It also said, "DGCA may
suggest all the FTOS assess their
runway characteristics, and in
case hostile terrain are present,
they may be advised to take
proactive actions to stop overmun.”

it overran and hit a tree at a
steep slope, resulting in dam-
age to the aircraft.” There were
multiple contributing factors
for the accident, including the
student's lack of prior experi-
ence of short-field take-off and
landing, his late decision to ini-
tiate a go-around and no timely
communication from the Air
Traffic Control even after a
very long flare, it said.

Among other safety recom-
mendations, the report also
asked Sha-Shib Training Acad-
emy, which takes care of radio
telephony communication at
the airstrip, to ensure that its
trainees can go ahead with a go-
around when they notice the
aireraft is high in approach.
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AAIB seeks standard pilot training

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE troller, even after avery long trainees have adequately
M New Delhi flare, have been cited as practisedall critical exercises

among the contributory and emergency procedures
Probe agency AAIB has recom- factors for the accident. Guna  prior to being authorised for

mended that aviation regula-
tor DGCA should ask all flying
training organisations to
adopt a standardised training
syllabus depending on licence
categories and ensure trainee
pilots have adequately prac-
tised all critical exercises and
emergency procedures
before operating solo flights.

The recommendations are
part of the probe agency’s 61-
page final report into the
crash of a four-seater Cessna
1725 trainer aircraft operated
by Chimes Aviation Academy
while landing at Guna airfield
in Madhya Pradesh on March
6, 2024. The student pilot
who was operating the plane
suffered minor bruises. In a
report dated September 29,
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau [{AAIB)
said the accident occurred
when the student pilot could

Flying Academy, Guna

not stop the aircraft within the
runway, and subsequently,
when a go-around was
attempted, it overran and hit
atree on asteep slope, result-
ing in damage to the aircraft.
Unstabilised approach, late
decision to initiate go-around
and no timely communica-
tion from the air traffic con-

airfield is an ‘uncontrolled
airfield" while an air traffic
control tower has been set up
by Sha Shib Aviation Academy
for flight coordination.
Coming out with various
safety recommendations,
AAIB said the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) may suggest all FTOs
to assess their runway char-
acteristics and, in case hostile
terrain or steep slope beyond
the runway end is present,
they may be advised to take

proactive actions to
stop overrun.
Another recommendation

is that DGCA should ask all
FTOs to devise a comprehen-
sive training syllabus as per
the category of license for
standardisation of syllabus
across all such organisations.

“DGCA may issue instruc-
tions to all FTOs to ensure that

solo flights,” the report said.

To Chimes Aviation
Academy, the probe agency
said it must issue instruc-
tions directing trainees to ini-
tiate a go-around without
hesitation whenever the air-
craft is not properly config-
ured or aligned for a safe
landing.

Among other suggestions,
AAIB has said that Sha Shib
Flying Academy may caution
crew members of other organ-
isations regarding a significant
downward slope towards
runway 14 at Guna airfield and
that the FTO must ensure that
no aircraft touches down
beyond half of the runway,
where the negative slope
adversely affects braking.
Guna airfield is owned by the
Madhya Pradesh Government
and leased to Sha Shib Flying
Academy, which is an FTO.
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PM shares ‘unforgettable’
conversation with hero pilot

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 2O0atober

rime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Friday described his
interaction with
Flydubai Captain Smit
Machehhar as an
“unlorgettable conversation”
filled with “pride and
emotions”, alter speaking to
the Indian pilot who was
seriotsly injured while helping
averta magjor mid-air ragedy

“An unlorgettable
conversation with Captain
Smil, [illed with pride and
emotions,” MrModisaidina
pest onsocialmedia platform
X, sharing visuals of his
comversation with Machchhar,
whi isrecovering ina hospital
inthe UAE.

During the interaction,
Capt. Machehhar recounted
theterrifving morments aboard
Flydubai flight F21073 which
was travelling from Dubai to
Tl Aviv on Wednesday when
hewas allegedly attacked by
hisco-pilol Despite sullering

serious njuries, Capt Machdihar
managed tounloek thecockpit
door, allowing other crow
and passengers to enter and
overpower hisattacker, therelry
preventing a potentially
catastrophic incident
Speaking to Mr Modi, CapL
Machehhar said his17 vears
ol flvingexperience, including
11 wears as acaplain, helped
him understand that the
aircralt was descending
dangerously even as he lay
injured on the cockpit Moor.
He said he realised that he
had to make one linal effort
e reach the cockpit door

because he could not allow
the passengers Lo lose their
lives.

Capl Machchhar alsotold
the Prime Minister that he
b beprt meadting Ui Harmaman
Chalisa during the ordeal,
saying it gave him courage
in the faee of fear and danger.
Hebecame emaotional during
the comversation andtold Mr
Modi that speaking to him
wis 4 "very specialmoment”
and thathe had never imagined
hewould get the opportunity
Lospeakiothe Prime Miniser,

MrMaodipraisedthe pilots
courage, composure and

.“Eﬁﬂwﬂw
entirenation
canproudly say that
welndiansarenot
peoplewhotake
lives~wearepeople
whosavelives.

NARENDRAMODI
PRIMEMINISTER

presence of mind, saving that
CapL Machehbar had made
crucial decisions ina matter
ol seconds while putting the
sialety of others ahead of his
owvrs, “Today, theentire nation
can proudly say that we
Indians are not people who
take Hves - we are people
whosave lives” MrMaoditeld
hir.

The Prime Minister also
assured Capt.Machehhar of
his support, telling him,
"Whenever vou need me, |
am just a phone call away”
andsaid that India was waiting
Lo weleoms: him hack.
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Pilots body seeks natl award for Smit

NEW DELH1, OCTOBER 2
The Redermtion of Indian Pilots
(FIP) has sought a national
bravery award for flvdubai
pilot Captain Smit Machchhar,
whowas serously mjured ina
cockpit attack by his first offi-
cer but continued to perform
his duties during the emer-
gency and halped bring the air
craft safely to an alternate air-
port in Saudi Arabia,

In a letter to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Frnday, FIP
resident Captiin C5 Rand-
hawa said Machchhar's con-
duct dunng the September 30
incident warmranted “spedial
recogniion”and urged the gov-
emment to consider him foran
appropriate national bravery
award or civiian recognition.
Fiydubai flight FZ1073 was
operating from Dubai to Tkl
Aviv. when the incident
occured. In its letter, the FIP

said the passengers and crew
had no control over the extraor
dinary arcumstances unfold-
ing inside the cockpitand their
safety depended on the flight
rew metaming control of the
aicraft and managing the
emergency, ‘Despite  his
injuries and the threat inside
the flight deck, Machchhar
continued to discharge his
responsibilities as pilot-incoms-
mand,” he said. —TNS
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