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All services rendered

by Airport Authority of
India taxable': SC upholds
service tax demand

Press Trust of India
Mew Delhi, Sep30

The Supreme Court has
said all kinds of services
rendered by the Airports
Authority of India (AAL) in
any airport are taxable and
liable to service tax as it
dismissed the appeal ofthe
airport regulator against
the service tax liability
between 2003 and 2007, A
bench of Justices Pankaj
Mithal and P B Varale

upheld the March 1, 2017
order of Customs, Excise
& Service Tax Appellate
Tribunal (CESTAT) that
approved the service tax
demand from the AATL on
services, including export
cargo, it provides. The AAl
in discharge of its duties,
handles cargo on airports
including export cargo
which involves a number
of activities like unloading,
carting, X-ray, export pack
ing, etc.
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DGCA grants aerodrome licence to
Navi Mumbai International Airport

TH RAGHUNATHA
B Mumbal

Ahead of its scheduled inau-
guration by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi on October
B, the Navi Mumbal
International Airport (NMIA)
has received the Aerodrome
Licence from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation |DGCAL

The aerodrome licence,
essential for commencing
the airport's operations,
authorises the NMIA o be
used as a regular place of
landing and departure for all
persons on equal terms and
conditions, subject o the
specifications outlined in its
Aerodrome Manual.

While granting the
Aerodrome licence, the
DGCA d that the licence was
non-transferable and might
be suspended or modified in
case of violations of the
Aircraft Act 1934, Adrcralt
Rules 1937, or other
regulatory requirements,

“The Aercdrome Licence,
awarded after meeting strin-
gent safety and regulatory
requirerments, is an essential
prevedgilsie for commencing
operations. The achievement
represents a key step in the
MNMIA's progress towards
becoming fully operational,

With the Aerodrome Licence
now in place, NMIA moves
closer po its vision of enhanc-
ing regional and Interna-
tional connectivity and
establishing a modern
gateway that will link Navi
Murmbai with the rest of the
world,” an NMIA spokesper-
son said on Tuesday.

The NMIA has been devel-
oped by the Navi Mumbal
International Airport Pyt
Ltd (NMIAL), which Iz a
special-purpase vehicle
formed by the Adani
Alrpores Holdings Led [AAHL)
and City and Endustrial
Development Corporation
af Maharashtra Ltd (C1DCO).
The CIDCO was the nodal
agency for the project,

Locared in Ulwe in the

adjoining Raigad district, the
NMIA — a Greenfield airport
— will serve as the second
international airport for the
Mumbai Metropoitan Region
{MMR), operating alongside
the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Alrport
[CSMIA] of Mumbai.

The distance between the
CSMIA and NMIA is around
40 km. The Adani group,
which has 74 per cent stake
each stake In both CSMIA
and NMIA, is addressing
conmectiviry.

With the Commissioning
of MMIA, Mumbai will
become a twin-airpart
moadel along the lines of
Dubai’s DXB-DWC, London’s
Heathrow-Gabwick, and Mew
York's [FK-Newark pairs.

On their part, Air India,
IndiGo and Akasa Air have
already announced plans to
begin commercial opera-
tlans from the new airpore

A seambess ransfer moded,
supported by multimodal
transport—road, metro, sub-
urban rail, and water links—
will eventually connect NMIA
and CSMIA, ensuring that
India's busiest business city
operates with the same infra-
structife sophistication as
premier world capitals.

The twin-airport strategy
mirrors global precedents:
distributing traffic between
ewio facilities to decongest
bottlenecks, de-risk opera-
tions and provide passen-
gers with greater airline
and route choices.
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Delhi airport introduces e-arrival card

NEW IHLHI SEPTEMBER 30
Froen Detober 1, foreigrnation.
als armving o Indim Gandhi
Intermationsl Airpord will be
able i submil thelr mrival
detinils ondine with the launch
of an cwmal card =ystem
desigred to raploce the cument
uper-based process

Thes iratiatiee, announced on
Theesdey by Dedhi Intermataonal
Airport Lid (DIAL) has been
imtroduced umnder the supervi
sum ol the Firema |l'||'|1:rs'qp::|

Willallow foreigners to file details online

tion. Oficials seid the move is
eapected o steamline immb
pration denrmanoe, cut watting
times and advence the air-
port's sustsi nability effods by
agnifuntly recucing the use
of paper firma

The digite]l plokfoem il
enahle passengers Woamplets
the reguired arrval mdorm

o ahesd of tmvel, thereby
removing the el to il o
poper cards on arrovad . DIAL
il in o statement. Travellers
wall be permmitted to sulemid
Uhiar detuils up bo thaee days
befime fanding n India

The airpord opemtor noted
that similar systermns have been
i use ol mapr mtemetionad

hule n countries, induding
Thabbaned, Singapeome, Indone
sk, Souith Kormea and Makgosa,

Videh Kumar Jaipursr,
CEQ-DIAL, said: “We ame
delighted o join hands with
the Bureail of Immigraton to
Eunch the E-Amival Comd
furilily for inlemational pas-
T The nitiatave
refiectsthe Centre’s commit-
ment 1o delivering a wordd-
class, hassle-free trivel e
rieeree, — THS
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Goyal meets Airbus head to

discuss investment plans

Lo
Our Bureau
M Dz

Commerce Minister Pivush
Goyal held discussions with
Airbus Chairman Rene Ober-
mann and board members on
Wednesday to discuss the
com r's plans of invest
i Inﬁ?an the SCCI'PEIJfTFLIE-:
hancing collaboration.

“We had an engagingr dis-
cussion oo the I:E:r%.cnr%d:uu
opportunities  offered by
Bharat and the strong,
ing partnership between Air-
bus and India’s svistion sec-
tor,” Goyal said in @ post on
X" on Thursday.

He said that he encour-

Airbus on its plans to
E:n collsboration and in-
crease investments in India
ind & testament to the
strength and potential of In-
dia's aerospace sector

GROWING INTEREST

The Airbus board of direct-
ors held their meeting in
MNew Delhi this week sig-
nalling the company’s grow-
ing interest in the country.

anijy;

Union Minister for Commerce
and industry Piyush Goyal

This was the first board
meeting in India since the
company  established  its
presence in the  country
about six decades ago.

In March this vear, Airbus’
CED Guillaume Faury an-
noonced  that  annual
sourcing of components and
services from India will be
increased  significantly  to
touch 82 billion before 2030
At present, the company is
sourcing  com nts and
SCIVICES ufahuﬁtu;.‘l:.-i hillion
from India. In 2023, IndiGo
pleced a firm order for 500
A320 Family aircraft, setting
the record for the bigpest
single purchase agreement
in the history of commercial
avistion, per a compamy
statement.



T

AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

QORITY OF INDIA

BUSINESS LINE

DELHI

3 OCEQBER. 2025

Direct China flights to start from Oct 26, IndiGo finalises service

|
Our Bureaus
MurnbaiDelhi

Passenger flights between
India and China will resume
from October 26 with In-
diGo lmunching daily flighrs
from Delhi and Kolkata to
Guangzhou,

While the service from
Kolkata will begin on Octo-
ber 26, the schedule for the
Delhi-Guangzhou  flight is
yet to be announced. IndiGo
will use its Airbus AZ20Neo
aircraft to operate these

flights.

NEW SERWVICE. IndiGo will use its Alrbus A320Meo alroraft to
operate these flights

Among the Chinese carri-
crs, China Eastern is likely to
be the first to start flights
with a daily service between
Shanghai and Delhi. The air-
line has received operating
suthorisation from the Dir-

ectorate General of Civil Avi-
atron but has not announced
its schedule.

Air India and other
Chinese  airlines, too, arc
preparing to restore direct
connectivity, which had been

suspended  since Febroary
2020,

REVISED AGREEMENT
The restoration of flights fol-
lows gradual normalisation
of ties between the coun-
tries,

Civil aviation authorities
of both countries held dis-
cussions on resuming direct
flights and on a revised air
service agreement.

In a statement, the Min-
istry of External Affairs said
that following these discos-
sions, it had been agreed that
direct air services connect-
ing designated points in In-

dia and China could resume
bylate October 2025. The re-
sumption of flights will be
subject to commercial de-
cisions of designated airlines
and fulfilment of all opera-
tional criteria.

“We sre proud to be
amongst the first to resume
direct connectivity to China
from two points in India
This will once again allow
seamless  movemnent  of
people, goods and ideas,
while also strengthening bi-
lateral ties between the two
of the world's most populous
countries and fast-growing
economics,” IndiCo’s CEOQ

Picter Elbers said im a
statement.

MORE FLIGHTS

He added that the airine is
lpoking at introducing more
direct flights to China.

Owver halfa million passen-
gers flew between India and
China (two way) in fiscal
2025, and the number is set
to grow with the planned re-
sumption of flights.

InP'ri'u: Eb‘sl':l'llf]::l of non-stop
flights, passengers between
India and China are transit-
ing via Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Bangkok, Kuala Lum-
pur and other cities.
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| TezJet to enter India, launch flights to Delhi

Inhit'hl‘i-d “The vast Indian market  inflows from India. 164 seats, with 159 in the
i provides excellent oppor- Last wear, less than 5000  economy section and five in
o tunities to increase tourism,  Indian  tourists  visited  premium economy. The av-
trade  and  commerce Eyrgyzstan,  “There are  crage  twooway  economy
Kvrgyzstan-based Tezletwill  between the two countries.™ | challenges, suchasvisa  class fare is expected to be
launch direct flights from requirements. These are be-  T15,000, making it attractive
Bishkek to Delhi to tap into MEDICAL TOURISTS ing dealt with at the highest  forholiday-seckers.
the rapidly growing travel According to Singh, the air-  diplomatic level," he sai The airline was estab-
demand from Indin, a senior  line is targeting medical lished in 2013 and began op-

airline executive said.

Speaking to busmessline,
Tezlet President and Chief
Executive Arun Kumar Singh
said that direct flights wall
commence from December
7,2025.

“We will start with one
flight per week and sub-
sequently take itup to five by
the summer of 2026, Singh
said,

tourists  travelling  from
Kyrgyestan to India and
medical students ond towr-
t5ts heading to Bishkek.

At present, there are
nearly 15,000 Indian stu-
dents studving medicine in
Ky

Besides, he cited that the
new flight, along with local
sites and affo ke travel
options, will sttract tourist

TRAVEL TIME

Further, the direct flight wall
reduce travel time and create
opportunities for cultural
exchange, tourism, and trade
between Kyrgyestan and In-
dia, Singh said.

The airline plans to deploy
long-range, mid-size M-
Donnell Douglas MD-83 air-
craft on the route.

Notably, the aircraft has

erations in August 2014, with
the aim of providing “reli-
gble, safe and cost-effective
wir travel within the Ky
Republic and beyond™,

It is based out of Manas
International  Airport  in
Bishkek, and currently oper-
ates scheduled flights to five
fﬂrgam within Kyrgyvestan

to three international
destinations.
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DIRECT FLIGHTS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES AFTER 5 YRS

IndiGo to resume flights to China from Oct 26

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 2 October

IndiGo will resume nonstop flights
between Kolkata and Guangzhou from
October 26, the airdine said on Thursday,
hours after the Ministry of External
Affalrs(MEA)announced the restarting
ofdirect air services between India and
China later this month, after more than
five vears.

Monstop flights between the two
neighbours were suspended In early
2020 due to Covid-19. and the June
2020 Galwan clash further froze bilat-
eral ties. Even when India resumed
scheduled intermational flights to other
countries in 2033, services to China
remained suspended.

Non-stop flights were halted in early
2020 due to Covid-19. Galwan clash
further froze bilateral ties

According o aviation Industry
executives, Air India will resume non-
stop flights between the two nations by

the end of this year. It s expecting to
pick Delhi-Shanghai as its first route for
services between twio countries.

In astaterment, the MEA saild civil avi-
ation authorities from India and China
had heldtechnical-level discussions this
vear on reviving direct connectivity and
revising the air services agreement. "It
has now been agreed that direct air ser-
vices connecting designated points in
India and China can resume by late
October, In keeping with the winter
season schedule, subject to commeercial
decision of the designated carriers from
the two countries and fulfilment of all
operational criteria,” itstated.

The agreement, the ministry added,
would further facilitate people-to-
people contact between the two coun-

tries, contributing towards the gradual
normalisation of bilateral exchanges.

IndiGo, India’slargest aifdine, said its
daily Kolkata-Guangzhou flights would
be operated with Airbus A320neo air-
craft. It also plans to add a Delhi-
Guangzhou service shortly, subject to
regulatory approvals. Bookings for the
Kolkata-Guangzhou route will open on
October 3.

“Our resumption of daily, non-stop
flights between India and mainland
China will once again allow seamless
movement of people, goods, and Ideas,
while strengthening bilateral ties.”
zaid Pieter Elbers, chief executive
officer of IndiGo, adding that the air-
line aims to expand direct connectivicy
with China further.
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Air pockets in pilot training
FTO rankings reveal serious quality problems

The first rankings of registered flying training organi=ations {(FT0) in India by the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DMGCA) bear a distinctly down-to-earth mess-
age. None of these schools made it to the top two categories of the aviation regola-
tor's rankingof A+ and A Twenty-two academies qualified for the B ranking and 13
were ranked C. In short, the bulk of India’s FT'0s are either "average” or "above aver-
age” — the B ranking indicates a score between 70 percent and 50 per cent and the
rankings suggest that only a handful make it to the upper cohort. Those in the Ccat-
egory have been issued notices for “self-analysis and improvement” and may fall
under additional DGCA scrutiny. Motably, government-sponsored FT0s figure
guite low down in the rankings. FTOs graduate between oo and 1,000 holders of
commercial-pilot Heences a year but this number is expected to rise. In fact, this
regulator assessment of underperformance by domestic FT'0Os comes at a time
when the demand for pllots is rising significantby — from 6,000 to 7,000 working
pilotstoday to 30,000 over the next 15 years — as leading Indian airlines place mega
orders fornew aircraft.

A granular ook at the ranking criteria the DGCA has applied is concerning. It
suggests that the principal problem lies in lack of training infrastructure and
relatively kax safety standards. both of which scoount for a 60 per cent weighting.
For instance, the regulator assigns the heaviest weighting of 40 per cent to “oper-
ational aspects”, which cover such parameters as the student-to-aircraft ratio, stu-
dent-to-instructor rato, fleet size, and svailability of ground schools snd
simulators. Safety standards carry a weighting of 20 per cent — and they include
the number of accidents and incidents in the preceding 12 months.

Maore to the point. these courses are not cheap. For instance, the Indira Gandhi
Rashtriva Urnn Akademi, which operates under the Ministry of Civil Aviation and has
been rated Category C by the DGCA. takes anupfront fee of £301akh for a commercial
pilot 'slicence (which includes 200 hours of flying L This fee excludes the “rype mting”,
which pilogs must obtain to fly specific aircraft and it adds another ¥15-20 lakh o the
bill In abl, ¥40-640 1akh is a fairly typdcal outlay for a trainee pilot. Those looking for
another flight path can opt for sidine-sponsored programumes (not rated by the GCAS,
but these, though of relatively good quality, can cost as much as 1 crore. Worse, this
substantial expenditure on pilot training, on which families often expend large parts
of their zavings, need not guarantee a job since the bulk of the demand for pilots in
Indian awiation is for experienced captains mther than newly trined pibots.

Given the revelations of this first exercise, the DGCA has done signal service for
the hundreds of youngwomen and manwith high aspirations to fly to join the great
Indian aviation boom. The fact that the ranking exercise will be conducted within
a narrow frequency of twice & year — on April 1 and October 1 — will reduce the
chances of FT'Os gaming the system in the interval. For the regulator, the critical
challenge, implicit in all institutional rankings, i= 1o maintain the veracity of the
system with meaningful checks so that the exercise is not reduced to mechanical
box-ticking. The increasingly crowded Indian skies demand such rigoor.
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DRAFT RULES PRIORITISE PAYING EMPLOYEE DUES FIRST AHEAD OF EXPORTING PLANES

Global Aircraft Financiers Flag Issues
with India’s Repossession Draft Rule

Lessars fear that the proposals
if implemented could delay the
recovery of aircraft and raise
financing risks for all concerned

Forum Gandhi

Mumbat: Glotal alreraft lessors and fnanel-
ers have raised concerns over India's now draft
rules on aircraft repossession, warning that
the proposals, If Mnalksed, could slow recovery
of planes from defaulting airlines and raise fi-
maneing riska

The civil aviation ministry lnst week put out
e diall Prolection of literests In Aleeral
Ohjects Bules, 2025 for public consaltation., gi-
ving stakeholders S days to respond

The draft, which seeks to implement the Cape
Town Convention (CTC), makes it mandatory
fai cred bors—thividgh the Irfevocable Dere
gistration and Export Heguest Authorisation
(IDERAholder—toclenr oow e set of dues e
fore exporting aircraft from the country. This
includes unpaid emploves wages and provi
dent fund, atrport sperator fees, na-
vigation charges, fiel
bills, anid GST on leases
orfinancing.

Aircraft cannot bo taken out of he country
until these obligations are settled. Thedrafal-
80 removes an aviation regulotor rule fFom
201E that had capped alrport and navigation
charges at three months from the date of dens
glstration notice.

Industry executives say the move, meant to
protect loeal stakeholders, marks a sharpshift
from international practice. “Clearing every

INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES

HOLDING
PATTERN

DRAFT RULES MANDATE

Saymovemarks | This could encourage delays in
aszharpshiftfrom = settlements & give airlines

int’l practice

leverage to stall repossessions

loitl charge before mepossession adds lvers of
complexity and risk. Even a small dispute co-
uld hiold tipan aimoraft forweeks,” said o senior
lessor executive, requesting anonymity

Aviation lawyer Nitin Sarin, managing part
nerat Sarin & Co, said tho draft imposes Liabil i
tles that do pot always belong to lessors. Yoo
cannot blanketly put overything on the air-
craft lessor: Dues pavable io |.'|I:'|.'|:-|-:|'l\.'l.‘1:=. for in-
stonce, have no direct comnaction to an air
craft,” he said.

He added that the brosder Act as passed by
Parliament soind but that the rules *leave
a lot that remain wanted, There's a lot more
that could have been done.”

Sarin stressed that the gosl af Onapchers was
not repossession itself "Banks and leasing
compkanbes make money ofl a successful abell
ne—they have no interest in taking back air-
crall uijustly The real necd is o ghve lessors
comfort so that financing costs come down.
That's what the [ndustry requices right now,.™

Lessors” formal submissions to the ministry
point to two main concerns—the inclusion of
emploven salarices, provident Nund and tax du
o6 and the removal of the three-month cap on
alrport and navigation charges, Tndustry wal

chers warn this co-

uld enoourage de
lays in settlements
and give airlines leverage o stall re
possessions,
The AWG has placed India on its CTC Compli-
ance Wiatchlist from Soptomber 22, assigning
the country a medium-risk seoreof 715, [tflag-
gerd the draft riles for introducing non-CTC 1
ens, omitting provisions on insolvency primas-
cx, and delaying effective non-judicial remedi
o5 With nearly 80% of India’s fest leased, les-
sorssay the final versionof the rules will play a
key role in shaping financing costs and global
Investor sentlment towards Indlan aviatbon

EXPERTS SAY

Can't blanketly put
everything on the
aircraft lessor
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India, China to resume direct flights on Oct 26

# IndiGo to restart
daily flights
between Kolkata
and Guangzhou

FE BUREAWU
Hew Delhi, Octaber 2

| HO LA AN D CHIMA wil | resume
direct flight services by late
O tobver, mnarking the firctcich
reconnection since air links

were suspended at theonset of

the Covid-19 pandemic in
2020, the minlstry of extemal

affairs {MEA) sakl on Thursday

Ithasnow been agreed that
dkrect alr services connecimg
designated pointsin India and
China can resume by Later this
month, sebject to the commer
chal declsion of the designated
camierstmomthe two conntries
and fulfllment of all opera
tional critena, the I'IIiIIHtI'__L'
said in astatement.

Since earlver thas vear, the
civilaviation authorities ofthe
two countries have been
engaged intechnical: level dis
cussions on resuming direct
air services between the two
countries and on a revised alr

The resumption of fights marks IndiGa's retum to China after
agap of more than five years

services agreement, it added.
InciGa, Indla’s laggest abe-

line, announced it will restart

ik !.Lhu tomualnland China with

dailynon- stop service between
Kolkata and Guangzhou
beginning October 2 6, The car
rher plans to operate Alrbus

A¥ineoaircraft on the mote.

Suvbject to  regulatory
apgrovals, the alrline also plans
to introduce direct services
between Dielhi and
Guangzhouin the near future

The resumption of flights
marks IndiGa's return toC hina
aftara gap of more than five
yoam Fhrnlrllnrhﬂrluiu'rﬂlﬂi
flightson thissectorbefome the
pﬂnr]:-ml.r and sald its past
cxperience and existing part
nerships will help ensure a
smooth mestart.

"This move re-establishes
avenucs  for  cross-border
trade and strategic business

part nevships whiealso promaot
ing tourism between the
two natlons” IndiGo said n
astatement.

Pleter Elbary, chief sxpewn-
tive officer of IndiGo, said
"This will once again allow
-.m:rrllrﬂ.!.1:|.::-wmr-nl:r|r1-r|1|'|ll.'_
goods, and ideas, while also
strengthening bilateral tes
between the twoof the world's
mist populows ountries asd
fast- growing coonomics”

Bookings for the
Kolkata-Guangzhou flights
will epen froom October 3on
the airdine’s website and
mahile app
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India-China flights to resume
after five years from Oct. 26

The first flight, operated by IndiGo, will take off for Guangzhou from Kolkata and the tickets will
go on sale from today; Air India is expected to start services to Shanghai by year-end, say sources

Jagriti Chandra Shandong Airlines, sources
NEW DELHI said there had been a delay

he Centre on
I Thursday gave the
green signal to res-

ume direct flights between
India and China after a gap
of five years with IndiGo’s
flights from Kolkata to the
trading hub of Guangzhou
set for take-off from Octob-
er 26.

“It has now been agreed
that direct air services con-
necting designated points
in India and China can res-
ume by late October 2025,
in keeping with the winter
season schedule,” a state-
ment from the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said, adding that the move
will “further facilitate peo-
ple-to-people contact bet-
ween India and China, con-
tributing towards the
gradual normalisation of
bilateral exchanges”.

The statement was fol-
lowed by IndiGo announc-
ing daily flights between
Guangzhou and Kolkata,

The annual aviation timetable is divided into summer and winter
schedules and allows airlines to plan and adjust flights. FILE PHOTO

adding that the trading city
would be connected with
New Delhi soon “subject to
regulatory approvals”.
Tickets of flights between
Kolkata and Guangzhou
will open for sale from Fri-
day. Sources said Air India
too expected to start flights
to Shanghai “before the
end of the year”.

In July, the Indian go-
vernment had announced
resumption of tourist visas
to Chinese nationals.

Direct flights between
India and China have been
suspended since March

2020, when India halted all
international travel amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
While restrictions eased
gradually for many coun-
tries, flights to China re-
mained suspended due to
heightened tensions along
the Line of Actual Control.

IndiGo’s flights start on
the first day of the winter
schedule that begins on
the last Sunday of October.

On the resumption of
flights by Chinese carriers
such as Air China, China
Eastern Airlines, China
Southern Airlines, and

in submission of their ap-
plications to the govern-
ment. Air China is learnt to
have sought permission to
connect Beijing with Delhi
and later Mumbai, said one
industry veteran.

Affected small traders
The disruption had espe-
cially impacted small trad-
ers. For over five years, tra-
vellers needing to move
between India and China
relied on connecting flights
via third-country hubs.

The tourism industry
welcomed the government
decision. “China has a sig-
nificant contribution to in-
bound tourism for India.
Resumption of air links is
welcome especially as In-
dia hasn’t yet reached pre-
Covid levels of in-bound
tourists which used to be at
11.5 million and today lags
behind at 9.5 million,” said
founder-chairman of STIC
Travel Group of Compa-
nies, Subhash Goyal.
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After 5 yrs, India-China
direct flights to resume
this month, IndiGo to
start with Guangzhou

SUKALP SHARMA
MEW DELHI, OCTOBER 2

WITH THE Ministry of External
Affairs announcing that direct
flights betweenIndia and main-
land China can start from late
October, India’s largest airline
IndiGo said it will start daily
flights to Guangzhou from
Kolkata from October 26, and
follow up with flights between
Delhi and Guangzhou.
According to sources, Air
Indiais also planning to launch
directflights between Delhi and
Shanghai before the end of the
year although the airline is yetto
make an official announcement.
IndiGo and Air India were the
only Indian carriers operating

$TheIndianEXPRESS [1:,.") %t &

these flights before Covid.

With the exception of Hong
Kong, a Chinese special admin-
istrative region, India and China
have had nodirect air connectiv-
ity since early 2020, just before
Covid was declared aglobal pan-
demic. Although initially sus-
pended due to the pandemic, it
did notresume thereafter asthe
bilateral relationship soured fol-
lowing the border standoff in
Eastern Ladakh in 2020,

This led to high airfares and
long travel imes as those flying
between the two countries had
to take connecting flights from
hubs in Southeast Asia.
According to industry insiders,
Chineseand Indian airlines have
been looking to restart direct

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

e India-China direct flights to resume this month

flights due to high demand.

“Subject to regulatory ap-
provals, IndiGo will also introduce
direct flights between Delhiand
Guangzhou shortly. IndiGo will
useits Airbus A320neo aircraft to
operate these flights that will re-
establish avenues for cross-bor-
der trade and strategic business
partnerships and promote
tourism between the two na-
tions,” the airine said, adding that
the Kolkata-Guangzhou flights
willopenfor sale on October 3.

“With this very important
step, we are looking at introduc-
ingmoredirect lights into China.
Aswetake steady strides towards
becoming a global aviation player,
this is a significant move to
strengthenour international net-
work,” said IndiGo's Chief
Executive Officer Pieter Elbers.

Earlier Thursday, the MEA
said it has been agreed between
the two countries that direct air
services connecting designated
points in India and China can re-
sume by late October — in keep-
ing with the winter season sched-
ule, subject to commercial
decision of the designated carri-
ers and fulfilment of operational
criteria. The upcoming winter
schedule is slated to start on
Dctober 26.

“Since earlier thisyear,as part
ofthe Government's approach to-
wards gradual normalisation of
relations between India and
China, the civil aviation authori-
ties of the two countries have
been engaged in technical-level
discussions on resuming direct air

services between the two coun-
triesand onarevised AirServices
Agreement," the MEA said ina
statement.

Theevidentsigns of athawin
thelndia-China relationship—at
a time when New Delhi's rela-
tionship withWashington has hit
a few roadblocks -- had built
hopes that normalisation of air
connectivity was imminent,
During Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi's visit to New Delhi in
August, the two countries said
they had agreed to resume direct
flight connectivity “at the earli-
est”. They had also agreed on the
facilitation of visas to tourists,
businesses, media and other vis-
itorsin both directions.

Resumption of direct flights
and normalisation of visa is-
suances — demands China has
been making over the past cou-
ple of years — had also come up
in Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri's discussions with Beijing
during his China visit in January.
Atthetime the two countries had
agreed “in principle” to resume
direct flights. In the preceding
months, the matter featured in
talks between foreign and avia-
tion ministers of the two coun-
tries,

Passenger traffic between
India and China -- currently
through connecting hubs in
Southand Southeast Asia—is less
than half of what it was in 2019,
All of itis being catered to by air-
lines fromregions like Singapore,
Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia,
and Vietnam. The Hong Kong air-

$TheIndianEXPRESS [
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port is not considered a Chinese
mainland facility due to its spe-
cial autonomous statusanda dif-
ferentvisaregime. It continuesto
be the leading connecting hub
between India and mainland
China.

While the normalisation of air
connectivity would likely be ben-
efidal foraidines from both coun-
tries, Beijing believes that Chinese
carriers stand to gain more, as
they held the dominant share of
the direct market before the pan-
demic.

Prior to the pandemic, in
December 2019, there were 539
scheduled direct flights per
month betweenthe twonatons,
offering a cumulative seat capac-
ity of over 1.25 lakh. Of these,
IndiGoand Air India accounted for
168 fights, or approximately 31
per cent. The remaining nearly 70
per cent of flights were operated
by Chinese airlines, including Ar
China, China Eastern, China
Southern,and Shandong Airlines.

Despite this historical domi-
nance, aviation industry ob-
servers do not necessarily antici-
pate that Chinese carriers will
maintainsuch asignificant share
once direct flight connectivity is
re-established. Alothaschanged
within the Indianaviation sector
since 2019, Air India, now priva-
tised and well-capitalised, has
ambitions for rapid growth, par-
ticulady in the international mar-
ket Similarly, IndiGo, India's lead-
ing domestic carrier, is now more
focused onexpanding its interma-
tional network.

L ' |
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India, Chinatoresumedirect
air services this month: MEA

New Delhi: India and China will resume direct fight
services later this month. the ministry of external affairs
(MEA}said on Thursday. The flight services between the
twosideswere suspended following the Covid-19 pan-
MHT  demic in 2020, It was not

restored inview of the eastern

Ladakh border row. It has

now been agreed that direct

air services connecting desiz-

nated points in India and

China can resume by late

October. FTI
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India-China direct flights to resume

ASHOKE RAJ
B Mew Delhi

In a significant step toward
restoring post-pandemic
normalcy and rebuilding
bilateral ties, India and
China will resume direct
commercial flights starting
October 26, 2025, after a
five-year suspension.
IndiGo, India's largest
dirline, will lead the return
to the skies with daily, non-
stop flights connecting Delhi
and Kolkata to Guangzhou.
The resumption follows a
formal agreement beoween
the civil aviation authorities
of both countries and is
seen as a key diplomatic and
economic milestone.
According to the Ministry of
External Affairs [MEA), the
decision was finalized after
recent high-level discus-
sions, including a visit (o
New Delhi last month by
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi. “Following these
discussions, it has now been
agreed that direct air
Services connecting
designated points in India

and China can resume by
late October 2025, an MEA
statement said.

“This is in line with the
winter season schedule,
subject to the commercial
decisions of the designated
carriers from both coun-
tries and the fulfilment of all
operational criteria.” The
agreement marks a break-
through in restoring cross-

border mobility and is
expected to significantly
enhance people-to-people
contact, trade, tourism, and
business collaboration

between Asia's two
largest populations.

IndiGo will be the First
Indian carrier to restart
these crucial routes, deploy-
ing its efficient Airbus

A320neo feet for the senvice.

The airline previously oper-
ated flights to China before
the COVID-19 pandemic
brought all such services to
a halt in earby 2020. Pieter
Elbers, CEQ of IndiGo, stated:
"We are proud to be
amongst the first to resume
direct connectivity to China
from two points in India.
This will once again allow
seamless movement of

people, goods, and ideas,
while also strengthening
bilateral ties between two
fast-growing economies.”

The airline has also indi-
cated its intention to further
increase connectivity to
more destinations in China,
subject to demand and reg-
ulatory approvals.

The announcement of
resumed air connectivity
follows five years of sus-
pended direct services, a
period marked by both the
global pandemic and region-
al geopolitical tensions.

However, the recent thaw
in relations = including min-
isterial visits and dialogue —
has opened the door to
renewed cooperation.
Resuming fights is expected
to renvigorate business tes,
ease logistics for exporters
and importers, and con-
tribute to the gradual nor-
malization of bilateral
exchanges. For students,
professionals, and tourists,
the return of direct fights
removes a significant barrier
to travel between the
two countries.
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5 yrs on, India, China to restart
direct flights later this month

Sachin Parashar &
Saurabh Sinha | Tum

New Delhi: Inthe middle of
Dussehra festivities, India
Thursday announced re-
sumption of direct air ser-
vices with China from late
Oct, marking another sig-
nificant step in efforts to
normalise the relationship
thatsaw PM Narendra Modi
visiting Tianjin last month
forthe SCOsummitandalso
having a bilateral meeting
with President XiJinping.
This is the second major
step taken by India to facili-
tate regular exchanges be-
tween the two countries, af-
ter govt resumed tourist vi-
sas for Chinese nationals.
Govt said in a statement
that the agreement between
civil aviation authorities
would further ease people-to-
people contact between India
and China, contributing to-
wards gradual normalisa-
tion of bilateral exchanges,
and economic cooperation.
Direct flights remained

IndiGo said it would start a
daily nonstop between Kolkata
and Guangzhou from Oct 26

suspended since early 2020,
initially because of the pan-
demic and later because of
military and political ten-
sions. India’s efforts to nor-
malise the relationship
have acquired a greater
senseof urgency because of
its recent experience with
the Trump administration.

Both countries had
agreed in principle to re-
sume airservices inJan dur-
ing foreign secretary Vikram
Misri's visit. Since then, said
MEA, civil aviation author-
ities had been engaged in

technical-level discussions
on resuming direct air ser-
vices and on a revised Air
Services Agreement.
Shortly after MEA's an-
nouncement, IndiGo said it
would start a daily nonstop
between Kolkata and
Guangzhou from Oct 26,
The airline will fly between
Delhi and Guangzhou, the
date for which will be an-
nounced shortly Air India
is likely to resume China
flights with a nonstop be-
tween Delhi and Shanghai
by the vear-end, say sources,
IndiGosaid its “familiar-
ity with local pariners” en-
abled it to resume these
flights swiftly IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers said: “This
will once again allow seam-
less movement of people,
goods, and ideas, while also
strengthening bilateral ties
between two of the world's
most populous countries
and fast-growing econo-
mies..." The flights between
Kolkata and Guangzhou will
open for sale from Friday.
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