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LGBI airport gets
570-metre PALS

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 1: LGBI
Airport has commissioned a
new 570-metre Precision Ap-
proach Lighting System
(PALS), marking a significant
enhancement to its approach
and landing infrastructure. The
upgraded system strengthens
aircraft operations during low-
visibility conditions by provid-
ing pilots with improved visu-
al references as they approach
the runway.

Guwahati experiences season-
al weather challenges, including
heavy monsoon rainfall and peri-
ods of reduced visihility that can
impact flight operations. The
newly commissioned PALS ex-
tends the airport’s approach light-
ing from the earlier 180 metres
to 570 metres, delivering en-

hanced runway acquisition and
approach support for arriving air-
craft.

The lighting infrastructure,
associated electrical systems
and photometric performance
have been carefully engineered
to provide consistent guidance
to aircraft during approach op-
erations, a spokesman said.

“The commissioning of the
570-metre Precision Approach
Lighting System marks anoth-
er important milestone in
strengthening Guwahati Air-
port's airside infrastructure.
The system enhances approach
capabhility, improves operation-
al continuity during challeng-
ing weather conditions and re-
inforces our commitment to
maintaining high standards of
aviation safety,” the airport
spokesperson said.
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High Court refuses toquashgold smuggling case
against cabin cleaner at Bengaluruairport

BENGALURU, DHNS

The Karnataka High Courthas
refused to quash proceedings
against a cabin cleaner at the
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) accused of be-
ing part of a gold-smuggling
operation.

The petitioner, Nandeesha
N, a Devanahalli resident, al-
legedly retrieved 2 kg of gold

worth Rs 1.92

| erore that

had been

‘ concealed be-

[ neath a seat

| on a Saudi

Airlines flight

and handed it

over to other accused persons,

who were allegedly part of the

chain involved in taking the
gold out of the airport.

Justice M Nagaprasanna
said gold smuggling was not
merely about secretly mov-
ing a precious metal across a
geographical boundary, but
could have wider economic
implications when organised
networks are used to circum-
vent customs procedures.

“When organised mecha-
nisms are devised to systemat-
ically circumvent the customs
barrier, the consequence
travels beyond the confines
of an individual transaction,”
the judge said. He added that

HIGH COURT

Passenger held at KIA with
gold nuggets hidden in mouth

BENGALURU, DHNS: Cus-
toms officials intercepted
an attempt to smuggle gold
concealed in a passenger’s
mouth at the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
on Tuesday morning.

The passenger, a Uttar
Pradesh resident travelling
from Abu Dhabi, was caught
with 100 grams of gold
worth around Rs16lakh.

According to a senior
customs official, the gold
was concealed in two nug-
gets small enough to fit in-
side the passenger’s mouth.
“Theyhavefigured outaway
of fitting small pieces ofgold
into their mouths while still
being able to speak,” the
official said.

The attempt was inter-

the “ingenuity of the modus
cannot become its immunity
from scrutiny™.

According to the Customs
Air Intelligence Unit, the in-
cident occurred on June 29,
2025, after a Saudi Airlines
flight from Jeddah landed at
KIA. Nandeesha wasassigned
to clean theaircraft.

cepted after the passenger
was profiled in advance, the
official said.

6thsuch case

This is the sixth such case
reported at KIA in the past
week.

Five passengers arriving
from the UAE were caught
withgold nuggets concealed
in their mouths between
August 25and 26. Four had
travelled from Abu Dhabi
and one from Dubai.

The official said that
if the value of smuggled
goods exceeds Rs 50 lakh,
theaccused can bearrested,
though the offence is bail-
able. If the value exceeds
Rs 1 crore, it becomes a
non-bailable offence.

Customs said that Mohan
HK, aformer cleaning staffer
who had been dismissed two
months earlier, contacted
Nandeesha and asked him
toretrieve two gold bars con-
cealed beneath a particular
seat. The package was subse-
quently recovered by customs
officers.

Nandeesha argued that
not a gram of gold had been
recovered from him and that
the recovery was made froma
jeep. Customs, however, sub-
mitted that he was promised
Rs 70,000 to transport the
gold through the airport.

Customs argued that or-
ganised smuggling operations
typicallyinvolve several people
performing different roles,
rna]cmgphyalca] recovery from
every participant unnecessary
toestablishinvolvement at the
investigation stage.

Justice Nagaprasanna
agreed that recovery of the
contraband from an accused
cannotbe the“sole litmus test”
of involvement when the alle-
gation concerns an organised
chain.

“If the allegation is of an or-
ganised chaininwhichoneper-
son carries the contrabandinto
the aircraft, another conceals
it, another retrieves it, yet an-
other transports it beyond the
restricted area and somebody
elseultimatelyreceivesit, insis-
tence upon recovery from the
hands of every linkin thatchain
would, at this stage, defeat the
veryinquiry intended to discov-
er how the chain operates,” the
courtobserved.

The court, therefore, de-
clined tointerfere with the pro-
ceedings against Nandeesha.
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Balurghat Airport to
be Operational for
19-Scater Flights

JayatriMag

Kolkata: Balurghat airport in Uttar Dinajpar
will beready within one vear and 19-seater comn-
mereixl flights from the dicpoct will be oper-
ational, West Benpal chief minister Suvendu
Adhikari said on Wednesdaw. The chiel minis-
ler, along wilh the slale lranspor] mindster, will
so0n hold talks with the companics oporating
19-seater alrplanes in the Eastorn
and North-Eastern regions,

Un Wednesday, Adhikarialsodrove
a rowad roller over nearly twae lakh bot-
tles of banned couph syrup in Balurghat, giv-

inpasternmessame arainst drupsmogeling.
“We hawe urged The Civil Avialion lor elear-
anceof leenece immedialely lor19-sealer lighls
for Dalurghat,” the Ch zaid after visiting the
airporigite ITehasdirectod the district magist
rateto allet 150 acres of land which will benec-
essary for the expansion of the runway The
gtate povernment hus already joined the Cen-
tre's Lidan (Ude Pesh ka Aam Naprik) regional
conmeclivity acheme o complale the pending
expansion work al the aivpris in Balarghal,
Malda and Purulia. “Around one year willbere-
quired for starting the airpore. Iowover, we are

tryving to implement it even sooner.” he added.
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‘100 airports to be built
in India over next 10 yrs’

India will build 100 airports in
the next 10 years under the
ceniral regional connectivity
scheme UDAN with an outlay
of 30,000 crore, Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu stated on Tuesday.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and Deputy
Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghavi were present at the
event at Ahmedabad Airport,
where Naidu inaugurated
India’s third hub and spoke
operations.

"While there were 74 air-
ports in 2014, today we can
proudly say that India's map
features 166 airports. Going

from 74 to 166 set a record for
the country. Over the last 12
years, we completed work on
4 new airport or a new ter-
minal roughly every 40 days,”
Naidu stated.

"This 12-year journey
was merely the beginning
for the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. We have expanded
upon the revolutionary
changes brought to the air
travel sector by the UDAN
scheme over the past decade.
Locking ahead, we plan
to spend approximately
F30,000 crore over the next
10 years to build 100 new air-
ports,” Naidu stated. -PTI
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BENGALURU

1 held at

- .

airport with
-

ganja

A passenger who arrived

from Phuket at Kempegowda

International Airport here was

arrested on Tuesday after he

allegedly attempted to smug-

gle hydrophonic ganja worth

Rs 1.07 crore, officials said.

He was interrupted by cus-
toms officials at Terminal 2 of
the Airport, they said.

Taking to social media
platfarm 'X', the Bengaluru
Customs said they intercept-
ed a passenger who arrived
from Phuket and attempted
to smuggle 3.05 kg of hydro-
ponic ganja, valued at Rs 1.07
crore, concealed in checked-
in baggage.

The accused was arrested
under the NDPS Act, 1985, it
said, without divulging details
about the accused.
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Delhi HC refuses plea against
Vlzag alrpnrt closures

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday refused to entertain a
plea against the closure of Visakhapatnam Airport for
commercial flights. A bench of Chief Justice DK Upadhyaya
and Justice Tejas Karia said that the petitioner should have
approached the Andhra Pradesh High Court with his
grievance, as it was the people there who were “suffering”
on account of the closure. The counsel for the petitioner
urged the bench to call for a reply from the authorities,
contending that the “decision” to shut down the airport was
taken in Delhi.

"Where is the order impacting people? When parts of the
cause of action are in two high courts, it is the dominant
high court which determines the forum. The dominant cause
of action is in Visakhapatnam. File it there,” the court
responded. The court also noted that a PIL on the issue is
pending in the Andhra Pradesh High Court.

"The petition is dismissed on the ground of forum non
conveniens,” ordered the bench. The court said the
petitioner can approach the Andhra Pradesh High Court with
his plea. The petitioner's counsel said the authorities shut
down the Vizag airport in an arbitrary and high-handed
manner. He emphasised that instead of having two
functional airports, a decision was taken to shift all
operations to a new airport which was "40 km or two hours
away from the most populated city” in the state.

"Suffering was of people of Visakhapatnam, not Delhi,*
the court told the petitioner's lawyer. Scheduled commercial
operations at Visakhapatnam Airport ceased on August 16,
following the departure of the last flight, IndiGo 6E 2018 to
Delhi, at 10.45 pm. (PTH)
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CM Bhupendra Patel, DyCM Harsh Sanghavi and
Union minister Ram Mohan Naidu make the
announcement on Tuesday

A’bad airport
joins hub and
spoke network

Intl travel via Delhi to
around 15 destinations will
be easier as baggage and
immigration formalities can
be completed in city

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

Posts @ahmedabadmirror

nternational travel from Gujarat is set to

become more convenient with Sardar Vallab-

hbhai Patel International Airport (SVPI) in

Ahmedabad joining the ‘Hub-and-Spoke’
model.

Ahmedabad is the third Indian airport after
Amritsar and Varanasi to be integrated into the sys-
tem. The arrangement will simplify travel for pas-
sengers flying internationally via Delhi. PAGE 4

A’bad airport hub and spoke
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

India will build 100 airports in the next 10 years under the
Centre's regional connectivity scheme UDAN with an out-
lay of Rs 30,000 crore, Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan

Under the new system, passen-
gers will complete the required
baggage and immigration for-
malities at Ahmedabad. On
arrival in Delhi, they can pro-
ceed to their connecting inter-
national flight without repeat-
ing check-in or immigration
procedures.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said the model would improve
connectivity from Ahmedabad
to around 15 international
destinations via Delhi. He said
the initiative would particular-
ly benefit Gujarat's large NRI
community as well as its busi-
ness and industrial sectors.

The minister said improved
connectivity would support
sectors including tourism, hos-
pitality, textiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, gems and jewellery, engi-

Naidu said on Tuesday.

“While there were 74 airports in 2014, today we can proud-
ly say that India’s map features 166 airports. Going from 74
to 166 set a record for the country. Over the last 12 years,
we completed work on a new airport or a new terminal
roughly every 40 days,” Naidu said.

neering, semiconductors and
manufacturing. Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel said
the initiative would provide
international travellers with
greater ease of travel. He noted
that Gujarat has 19 operation-
al airports, including three
international airports.

Patel also highlighted air-
craft leasing and financing
activities at GIFT City and the
upcoming greenfield airport at
Dholera as projects that could

strengthen the state’s aviation
infrastructure.

The hub-and-spoke model
uses a major airport such as
Delhi as a connecting hub,
while airports such as
Ahmedabad feed passengers
into the network. The arrange-
ment is expected to reduce
waiting time and formalities,
particularly benefiting fami-
lies, senior citizens and passen-
gers travelling from smaller
cities.
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Central tech team to
inspect Kothagudem
airport site on Sept 7

Phote for representation

Roushan Alii@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A central tech-
nical team will visit Telang-
anaon Sepi 7 toinspectalter-
native sites for the proposed
EKothagudem airport, a key
project that the state hopes
will boost connectivity and
drive development in Bhad-
radri Kothagndem district.
Agriculiure  minister
Tummala MNageswara Rao
said this on Tuesday after
meeting civil aviation mini-
ster K Rammohan Naidu in
New Delhi. According to
Tummala, two sites exami-
ned earlier were found unsu-
itable for airport construc-
tion. The govt identified fo-
ur locations and submitted
them for comsideration.
“The techmical team will
conduct a field-level assess-
ment of these sites, exami-
ning their geographical and
climatic conditions as well
as their technical feasibility
for airport constroction”
Tummala said. He said the
civil aviation minister assu-
red him that the Centre wo-
uld take the steps towards
establishing the airport.
Tummalasaid the propo-
sed airport was of conside-
rable importance to Kotha-
gadem district, particularly

BOOSTING CONNECTIVITY

becanse it houses the renow-
ned Sri Sitaramachandra
Swamy temple at Bhadra-
chalam.

The ministeralso indica-
ted that Telangana was pur-
suing a broader plan to
strengthen aviation infrast-
ruchire across the state.

“Chief minister A Re-
vanth Reddy is likely to dis-
cuss the proposals concer-
ning the Mamnoor airport
in Warangal and the Adila-
bad airport with the Cenfre
on These propo-
sals are part of Telangana's
efforts to expand regional
air connectivity and strong-
then aviation infrastroctu-
re across the state,” the mi-
nister said. The central te-
am’s findings will be crucial
indetermining the feasibili-
ty of the proposed locations
and the fufure course of the
Kothagodem airport pro-
ject, sources said.
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Centre to revamp NOC
system for construction
projects around airports

SHEKHAR SINGH
THIAENE RS SEVIE

NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBITR 2

In a move aimed at reducing
delays in construction clear-
ances around airports, the
Centre has set a 15-day time-
line towork out an overhaul of
the aviation no objection cer-
tificate (NOC) system, with
plans to automate approvals,
reduce manual intervention
and provide permissiblebuild-
ing hapghts uptont.

Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
Jjarapu BHammobhan Naidu,
who resviewed the exasting sys-
tem with semior ministry and
Airports Authority of India
(AAT) officals on Wednesday,
directed them to work out
modalities for simplifying,
automating and decentralis-
ing the pmocesswithin 15 days.

The proposed changes could
be particularly sipnificant for
Delhi, Mumbai and Hyder
abad, where amrport-related
restrictions determine permis-
sible building heights in sever
al areas, The povemment 15
examining whether the per-
missible building height for a
Iocation can be made available
at the initial stage itself, allow-
ing developers and individu-
als to know the restriction
before drawing up their con-
struction plans,

Naidu said the system
should become “hassle-free,
transparent, aulomated and
time-bound”, with minimum

manual intervention while
ensunng aviation safety
requirements are not diluted.

In another sipnificant
change, the pgovernment is
emmining whether NOCscan
be issued at the Urban Liocal
Body (ULB) level wherever
feasible, reducing the need for
individuals and industries to
approach AAT directly:

The geopraphical reach of
AATs No Objection Certifi-
cate  Application  System
(INOCAS) is also under review.
It currently covers areas withe
in 20 km for Visual Flight
Rules(VFR}operations and 56
km for Instrument Flight
Rules (IFR) operations.

The ministry is also consid-
ering making permissible-
height data publicly awail-
able online, which could
allowr applicants to deter-
mine applicable restrictions
without repeatedly
approaching authonties,

Chmge'-. are also b-emg

examined in the aeronautical
study process, induding
reduring the requirement for
physical verification of sites at
the initial stage and mtionalis-
ingthe submission of building
development plans and other
domments,

Naidu directed officals to
work out the modalities for the
proposed reforms within 15
days, with the larper ohjective
of ensuring faster and time-
bound clearanees,
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Industry body flags over 50,000 illegal

or non-compliant drones in India

POLICY REFORM. Drone Federation India seeks stringent enforcement measures

—
Rohit Vaid
Hew Delbi

The drone industry has
Aaggred the presence of more
than 50,000 illegally impor
ted or non-comphant photo-
graphy and  agricultural
spraying drones being sold
and operated across the
country, while seeking strin-
g‘.“]"ﬁ. enforcement measures
to address the izsue.

In a letter to the Minisiry
of Civil Avistion (MoCA),
which was reviewed by bust-
nessiine, the Drone Federa
tion India (DFT) said illegal
imports and non-compliant
drones were creating an un-
even playing field for compli
ant Indian manufacturers as
well as raising safety and se-
curity concerns,

According vo the DFL, agri-
cultural drones are being
sold without type certifica-
tion, registration, verified
safety features and appropri-
ate training,

NO RESTRICTIONS
It flagged cases of drones
carrying pavioads exceeding

- i)

According to the
DF1, agricultural
drones are being
sold without type
certification

10 kg without the altitude
and range restrictions ap-
plicable to certified drones.
The industry body said il-
legml imports were being fa-
cilitated through misdeclar-
ation, incorrect classifica-
tion and fragmented imports
of components across mul-
tiple consignments, followed
by domestic assembly.
Besides, the DFI said com-
mercial drones were being
misclassified under HSN
2503 as toys 1o escape HSN
BBO6 import restrictions,

type certification and regis-
tration requirements. Non-
compliant drones were being
sold through physical mar-
kets, e-commerce platforms
and social media channels, it
satil.

“The principal gap lies in
enforcement rather than le-
gislation.” the DF] said.

COORDINATED ACTION
Consequently, the federa-
tion has proposed coordin-
ated enforcement by the Dir-
petorate of Revenoe
Inteiligence (DRI) and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), with sup-
port from local law enforce-
ment agencies, to identify
large resellers of illegally im-
ported cinematography and
ggricultural sprayving drones,
confiscate their goods, im-
pose penalties and publichy
dizclose such action to deter
other stakeholders.

Further, the DF1 proposed
that the DGCA suspend ap-
provals or debar applicants
and common promoters who
deliberately misdeclare the
country of origin of drone
components during type cer-

tification. On  the policy
fromt, the industry body pro-
posed o minimum 50 per
cent indigenous-content re-
quirement for type certifica-
ton, with the requirement
increasing by 5-7 per cent
annually.

IMPORT BAN
The DFI also sowghta ban on
impaorts of non-critical com-
ponents such as airframes
and landing gear, and a 50 per
cent increase in import duty
on critical components, in-
cluding avicnics, navigation
modules, flight controllers,
communication  modules,
payloads, batteries, motors,
propellers and  electronic
speed controllers.
Additiomally, the industry
body asked the government

to remove the exemption

that allows commercial
drones 1o be declared as elec-
ETic toys.

The federation said the
measures  would  help
strengthen indigenous man-
ufpcturing, ensure a lewvel
plaving field for compliane
domestic manufacturers and
safeguard national security.
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A Plane Plan for
China to Consider

BRICS is a good platform to float it

It's nosurprise that Air India’s mounting losses and reg-
uest for additional funds have riled up the likes of Singa-
pore’sopposition leader Kenneth Tiong, who is baulking
at future bailouts by Temasek through Singapore Airli-
nes(SIA). Temasek, Singapore’s multinational investme-
ntfirm, is SIA’s largest shareholder. SIA, in turn, owns a
fourth of Air India, already facing turbulence after the
June 2025 crash, high jet fuel prices, wars in West Asia
and Europe, and airspace blockades.

The upcoming New Delhi BRICS summit may be the
unlikely, but best, platform to negotiate better deals to
use Chinese — and Russian — airspace, especially for
long-haul flights. China and India are cautiously traip-
singto stabilise relations. Direct flights between the two
resumed last October, endinga5-yrsuspension. Aregula-
toryrelief to offset Pakistan’s airspace blockade can cre-
ateanew waypointthat’sonly aminor
detour with minimumdistance penal-
ty It will suit AirIndiathe most. Itsexi-
sting wide-bodied 787s, 777s, and inco-
. ming A-350s are best suited for execut-
o ingthishigh-altitude turnovertheHi-
malayas, east of Pakistan.

Thisselective blockade onIndian car-
rierssince 2025, Iran and Iraq shutouts during peak esca-
lation of the West Asian conflict, and soaring fuel bills
are hurting India’s aviation industry. Planes are flying
longer, incurring higher fuel burn and paying more for
it. Throw inadded maintenance cost, passenger inconve-
nienceandsecondary knock-on effects, and the entire net-
work goes into a tailspin. Having the largest US- and Eu-
rope-centric long-haul fleet, Air India has been hit much
more than global rivals flying through Pakistan, and by-
passingadirect West Asian conflict zone. Flying over the
Himalayasmay not beanall-encompassingfix-it. Techni-
cal challenges persist. Planes need special certification
and specificationstohandleflyingover such tryingterra-
in. Yes, itwill come at the cost of passenger payloads. But
the high trade and tourism potential between China and
India can soften that blow.
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Fly91 Places $1-Billion Bet on ATR Fleet

Regional airline
orders 40 aircraft

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Regional airline
Flwil has placed an order for 40
ATR-72 turboprop aiveraft, one
af the largest for the teps in e
cenl Limes, gz the carrier bols
an expanding conmeclivity o
smaller lowms and eilies across
Indla underserved by largor
jorz, saidpecple sware of the de-
velopment.

At list price, the order iz valu-
el b more thandl billion, Howe-
ver dirlines tend to pet heavy
discounison such large orders.

Fly% is alzo in the process of
raising about T250 crore from
existing and new investors to
supprart itsexpansion plans, the
peple said.

The arder will more (han do-
uble Flydl’z flect and signifi-
cantly expand its fooprint
across tier2 and -3 cities, The
carrier cwrrently operates a
amall flest of ATH-T2 planes
connecting airports wnder the
governmant’s UTDAN regional
connecliviy seherne, including
Sindhudurg and Jalzaomn.

Dieliveries of the new plancs
are zlated o start towaryls the
end of 2087 and completed over
{ive years.

Spokespeople at Flvdl wand
ATHAdn 't respond torueries.

Manaj Chacko, founder and

CEGQ, Fhvdl, zaid; “"We are hea-
vily bullish on the ndia story
A wand to build & reliable
transportation company out
of Trdlia. Thereare WK sUch air-
pors in India where a big air-
craftlilee Adrbus As20and Doc-
ing 7T can’tgo. The ATR-T2air-
craft perfectly suivs those rou-
tesand for our cost maoclel,”

Ex-IAF Pilot Abhinandan Varthaman Joins FLY91

Mew Delhi: Former |AF Group Captain and Yir Chakra awardee
AbhinandanVarthaman has joined FlvS1 as a pilot, according
tosources, Marthaman, who dawmed an enemy jet during an
aerial combat with Pakistan in 2019 and was held captive for
threadaysinthat country, was honoured with the \Vir Chakra
award [h 2021 The sources sald Varthaman jalned the airline
a5 a pilot inAugust. T
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Aviation ministry plans automated
NOC system; 15-day deadline fixed

HITIN KEUMAR
Hew Delhi, September 2

THE M IMISTRYOF Crvil Aviation
lsworideng to d mplifyand auto
mate the process forohtaimin
oy Obpection Certifica tes (ROCS
forbulding and infrastrucume
projects around akrparts, with
the govemnmeent looking to pro
widepermisd blebuilding height
Infarma tion upfmontand reduce
manalintervent ion

Civil aviation minkster Kin:
jampu Rammohan Naidu on
Wednesday directed officlals of
the minisiry and Airports
Authority of India (A1) towark
out modalities for imphifying,

automating and decentralising
the HI’]E'EH':\.:H:: and take neces
aryaction within 15 days

The proposed changes are
atmed at making the process
more transparent and pre

dictable for Individuals, hous
ing societies, builders and
Infuistry, while retain ing avia-
tion sa [rt'_!.'ru;!1_.|.|i'r|;'-mr'nt'|

One of the key measures
umderconsideration 15 pro
viding applicants with the
permissible or identified
building height at the inltial
stape imelf, particolarly in
major metropolitan citiss
such as Delhl, Mumbal and
If}'drm bad. Thiz would allow
developers to assess helght
restrictions before prnrrN!
Ing with bullding plans.

The ministry also reviewed
the procsss for asmnautical

studies, which am required to

assess the mpact of proposed
sruciyimes o asrcralt ope pations.
Ol clals discussed redudng the
mquirement for physical site
verification at the Inldal stage
and mtsonalisang the submis
sion of building development
planzand otherdocuments.
The government is also
CNAMEL I'Ig‘ﬂ'hll'ﬂ'l.{!r NS @n
b Exued at the urban local
body { ULE] level wherever fea
sthlp, At present, the NoQhjec
tion Certificate Application
System (NOCAS) covers amas
within 20 km for Visual Flight
Rules (VI K operationsand 56
km for Instrument Flight
Fules{IFf) operations,
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Al Express
pilots seek
70-hour

allowance

AMBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, Ssptember 2

AR MDA EXPRESS |'|:I.|:||1 are
seeking 3 minimum flying
allowance of 70 hoors under
the sielbne"s reviced pay struc-
ture, even as the mrmier has
ralsed pllotsalaries by 10-15%
on average across cadres,
accordi ngtoa T T BRI R

The revised structure,
announoed a rl'lllFIll' of werks
ago, includes a warlable com
ponent linked to flying hours
Pilot ciimently moebve a min-
tmum flying allowanoe equiv
alent to 40 hovrs, regand less of
whether they fly 40 hours or
fewer inamonth. They are now
seekingtorale the guamntesd
minimum to 7 hours, in fline
with IndiGo's structure.

The minimam flyng
allowance at &ir lndea F:rprr'“
wis TO hours before the
Ciorrid-19 FIAI'II"I"I'I‘lH' It was
subsequenty red uced to 20
hours as flight operations
remained subdued and was
later rationalised to the cur
renit £0 hour lewel A per aic-
line sources, pllots have wel
omed the salaryincreass bt
are seeking a higher guaran-
teed flying-hours companent
The akrlins, however, balisves
its higher base salaries make
overall compensation
comparable with IndiGo,
where the fixed base salary is
relatively lower.
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Domestic airlines face second straight
ATF price hike, fuel rate rises 5.46%

The price of aviation turbine
fuel for domestic airlines has
been raised by ¥6.28 per litre,
or 546%, for the second con-
secutive month, taking the
fuel rate to ¥121.28 per litre
from F115.

The latest increase follows a
%5 per litre reduction in July,
when the domestic aviation
turbine fuel price was brought
down to 110 per litre. The rate

was subsequently raised to 115
per litre in the August revision.

With the latest increase, the
aviation turbine fuel price is
now ¥11.28 per litre higher
than the July level, marking a
reversal after the cut at the
beginning of July.

The government reviews
petroleum produoct rates
every two weeks based on

average international prices of

crude oil, petrol, diesel, and
aviation turbine fuel during
the period since the previous
review. The previous revision
was made on August 15.
Alongside the latest avi-
ation turbine fuel revision, the
price of a 5-kg Free Trade LPG
non-domestic cylinder has
also been increased by 2 per
cylinder, or 0.26%, from 762
to ¥764. -ANI
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ALPA India warns Noel Tata over Air
India exodus, flags safety concerns

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Airline Pilots' Association
of India has flagged concerns
about the attrition of experi-
enced pilots from Air India
and Air India Express, empha-
sising that they are not entries
on a manpower spreadsheet
but repositories of operational
judgment and institutional
memory. The Airline Pilots’
Association of India, in a letter
to Tata Trusts Chairman Noel
Tata, suggested commission-
ing an independent review
across the Air India Group
that covers pilot attrition,
remuneration and benefits,

- "‘Elﬂjp
’h_y" -
roster practices, fatigue data,
earned-leave fairness, utilisa-
tion, and various other factors.

The Air India Group, com-
prising loss-making Air India
and Air India Express, has
more than 5,000 pilots.

"We are increasingly con-
cerned by the atirition of
experienced pilots across the
Air India Group, particularly
at  Air India Express.
Remuneration that has not
kept pace with expectations,
the reduction of benefits, and
deteriorating quality-of-life

and working conditions are
together driving experienced
commanders and senior pilots
out of the organisation,” the
association stated in the letter
dated Aug 3L

Besides, the grouping has
mentioned the pace of pilot
movement between Airbus
and Boeing fleets, stating that
such transitions are entirely
legitimate when properly
trained and regulated, but
moving pilots between funda-
mentally different aircraft
philosophies demands robust
training, adequate consolida-
tion periods, and careful man-
agement of the cockpit experi-
ence gradient.
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Tata Elxsi inks
pact with Sarla
Aviation

Tata Elxsi on Tuesday said it
has signed an initial pact with
startup Sarla Aviation o col-
laborate on the development
of the firm's air taxi platform
Shunya. Under the collabora-
tion, Tata Elxsi will provide
engineering support across
avionies, including flight con-
trol systems, software integra-
tion, testing, verification and
validation, and certification.
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Engine failure
brings IndiGo
Delhi flight
back to Goa

PTI
PANAJI
A Delhi-bound IndiGo flight
with 228 passengers on board
returned to Goa about 30
minutes after takeoff and
made an emergency landing
at Manohar International
Airport after one of the air-
craft engines failed mid-air,
sources said.

It landed safely at the air-
port in North Goa, they said.

The flight left Goa for Delhi
at 816 am, and returned to
Goa after reporting a failure
in one of its engines. The Air
Traffic Control (ATC)
declared a full emergency
around 9.30 am and the air-
craft landed safely on runway
28 at .51 am, a source said.
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Goa-Delhi flight
suffers engine snag
PERNEM: An IndiGo flight
carrying about 220 pas-
sengers from Goa to Delhi
retumned safely to Manohar
International Airport at Mopa
after experiencing a technical
faultin its engine just a few
minutes after take-off. Ac-
cording to reports, the IndiGo
flight 6E 2102 had taken off
from Manohar International
Airport in Mopa at about g.20
am and shortly after takeoff,
the pilots noticed a technical
fault in the engine.
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IndiGo flight makes emergency landing at Goa

Neha LM Tripathi
letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo Airbus
A32Ineo bound for Delhi turned
back and made an emergency
landing at Goa's Manohar [nter-
national Airport on Tuesday
morning after the pilots reported
a suspected engine failure min-
utes into the climb, with 229
people on board landing safely

without injury.

Flight 6E 2102 took off at 9.16am
and was back on the ground by
9.50am. A full emergency was
declared at the airport at 9.25am
after the crew alerted air traffic
control to the suspected failure
and requested an immediate
return, an official said. Emergency
response teams were positioned
along the runway for the landing.

“A technical issue was detected

shortly after takeoft, following
which the standard operating
procedure was followed. The rele-
vant authorities were informed,
and the pilots turned back and
landed the aircraft safely at Mano-
har International Airport,” IndiGo
said in a statement. The airline
said the aircraft was being put
through maintenance checks and
would resume operations after
securing necessary clearances.

The airline did not confirm that
the issue was one related to the
engine. Buta person aware of the
matter told HT that the issue
related to one of the engines. Tues-
day’s was the second IndiGo flight
that had an engine issue in the last
month. On August 11, a Kolkata-
Chennai flight made a priority
landing after declaring an emer-
gency when its left engine devel-
oped problems on approach.
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Fighter pilot who was shot down
over Pak quits IAF, joins pvt airline

Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Group Captain
Abhinandan Varthaman, who
was awarded Vir Chakra for
shooting down a Pakistani F-16
during a dogfight over the Line of
Control (LoC) on February 27,
2019, has quit the Indian Air
Force and joined a private airline,
officials aware of the matter said
on Wednesday.

He left the IAF on March 31
and later joined Fly9l, a regional
carrier, the officials said asking
not to be named.

The dogfight in which Abhin-
andan was involved took place a
day after the IAF's Mirage-2000s
struck targets in Pakistan's Bala-
kot in response to the Pulwama
suicide attack in Kashmir in
which 40 Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel were
killed on February 14, 2019. He
wasa wing commander then

Abhinandan, then 35, scripted

Abhinandan Varthaman

military aviation history by
downing an F-16, seconds before
his own MiG-21 Bison was hit by
a missile forcing him to eject.
Experts then hailed it as the first
ever kill of an F-16 by a MiG-21
Bison, fighter jets of two different
generations.

He was captured after he
bailed out of his aircraft, but Paki-
stan returned him to India on
Mareh 1, 2019, after holding him
captive for almost 60 hours.

Vir Chakra is India’s third-high-
est wartime gallantry award, after
Param Vir Chalaa and Maha Vir
Chakra. Abhinandan's citation,

published in the Gazette of India
in December 2019, said he coura-
geously engaged the Pakistani air-
craft package despite its
“immense mumerical and techno-
logical superiority,” and his
agpressive manoeuvres forced the
enemy aircralt into tactical chaos.

In February 2019, Abhinandan
was posted with a MiG-21 Bison
squadron and was on 'opera-
tional readiness platform’ duty at
air foree station Srinagar when a
large Pakistan Air Force fighter
aircraft package was detected
heading towards LoC. Abhinan-
dan was scrambled to intercept
this package five minutes after it
was detected.

The citation said he pursued a
retreating enemy fighter aircraft
and in the ensuing aerial combat,
shot down an F-16.

“However, in the melee, one of
the enemy aircraft fired multiple
advanced BVR missiles, one of
which hit his aircraft forcing him
toeject in enemy territory,” it said.
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Steps to boost aircraft leasing activities reviewed

Civil Aviation Min chairs 1st meeting of panel on aircraft leasing & financing

MPOST BUREAU
New Delhi, September 2

A high-level committee,
chaired by Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan
MNaidu, on Wednesday
discussed measures to
boost aircraft leasing and
financing activities in the
country, including issues
related to taxation and
availability of finance.
The first meeting of
the panel on aircraft
leasing and fnancing
was attended by senior
officials from the civil
aviation and finance min-

KEY POINTS

o [t took up a range of
issues fo create an
enabling environment
for aircraft leasing

»  The availability of air-
craft remains a key bot-
tleneck, Naidu said

istries, Department of
Commerce, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), IFSCA and
representatives of indus-

try associations.

“The committee also
took up a range of issues
to create an enabling
environment for aircraft
leasing and Anancing,
including taxation, regu-
latory frameworks, avail-
ability of finance and
ease of doing business.
Discussions  included
the potential for rupee-
denominated financing
for aircraft, greater clar-
ity on the applicability
of GAAR (General Anti-
Avoidance Rule), and the
possibility of renegotiat-
ing the Double Taxation

Avoidance Agreement
framework with Ireland.”
At the meeting, Naidu
suggested the need for
exploring mechanisms for
greater allocation of bank
credit to the aircraft sec-
tor and identifying joint
ventures for technical and
skill development in the
aircraft leasing segment.
The government's
efforts to encourage air-
craft leasing and boost
lessor confidence are
yielding results, with 422
assets, including 250 air-
craft and 87 engines, hav-
ing been leased through

the International Finan-
cial Services Centre
(IFSC) and 474 leasing
agreements having been
signed, the release said.
International Financial
Services Centres Author-
ity (IFSCA) is the regula-
tor for IFSC.

The minister said the
availability of aircraft
remains a key bottleneck
and emphasised the need
for a coordinated and
time-bound approach
towards addressing the
identified regulatory,
financing and taxation-
related issues.
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Aircraft availability a bottleneck for
booming aviation sector; says Naidu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i Mew Deihl

WITH an airport being opera-
tionalised every 45 days in the
country, the availability of air-
crafl to run operations remains
a key bottleneck, said Union
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu. He chaired the
first High-Level Committee
(HLC) on Aireraft Leasing and
Financing on Wednesday

The minister said with more
than 85% of the Oest of Indian
carriors being leased, it was im-
perative to continue engage-
ment with stakeholders to
sirengthen the aviation ecosys-
tem. “The povernment efforts
to encourage aireraft leasing
and boost lessor confidence
are yielding results, with 422
assels, including 250 aircraft
and 87 engines, having been
leased through IFSC (Interna-
tional Financial Services
Centre) and 474 leasing agree-
ments having been signed.” he
told the committes.

He also suggested exploring
mechanismes for preator alloca-
tion of bank credit to the air-
craft sector and identifying
joint ventures for technical and
skill development in aircraft
leasing, said a release fivm the

Civil Aviation Ministry
Measures need to be taken to
develop a robust and globally
competitive aireraft leasing and
financing ecosystem in India,
in line with the rapid expancion
of the couniry's aviation sector
Alreraft leasing is an estab-
lishad and commercially viable
business, with the risks associ-
ated with the sector being pro-
gressively addressed through
appropriate legal and regulato-
ry measures, Naido added.
The minister also emphasised
the need for a coordinated and
time-bound approach towards
addressing the identified regu-
latory, financing and taxation-
related issnes. These reforms
have the potential to fundamen-
tally reshape India’s aviation

‘Robust ecosystem must’

Measures nead to be taken to
develop a robust and globalty
competitive aireraft leacing and
financing ecosystem in India, in
line with the rapid expansion of
the country’s aviation sector.
Aircraft leasing is an established
and commoercially viable buskness,
with the risks associated being
addressed through appropsiate
measures, Naidu added.

landscape by making aireraft
acquisition and financing easi-
or, fastor and more competitive,
he felt. Discussions included the
potential for rupee-denominat-
od financing for airerafl, greater
clarity on the applicability of
General Anti Avoidance Rule
and the possibility of renegoti-
ating the Double Taxation
Avpidance Agreement frame-
work with Ireland.

Samir Kumar Sinha, Civil
Aviation Secretary, Puneet
Kansal Additional Secretary,
officials of the Ministry of Fi-
nanoe, Commerce, aviation reg-
ulator DGCA, RBL IFSCA (In-
ternational Financial Services
Centires Authority) and repre-
sentatives of industry associa-
tons took part.
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From MiG-21 to ATR, ex-group ca

ASHOKE RAJ = New Delhi

From the roar of a MiG-21
Bison in a combat mission to
the measured routine of a pas-
senger aircraft cockpit, former
Group Captain Abhinandan
Varthaman is preparing for a
dramatically different second
innings in the skies.

The decorated Indian Air
Force fighter pilot has joined
regional airline FLY9! as a
commercial pilot and is cur-
rently undergoing training
on the Goa-Hyderabad route,
according to the airline.

Once he completes the
required training and regula-
tory clearances, Varthaman is
expected to fly an ATR aircraft
for the carrier.

FLY91, when contacted by
The Pioneer, confirmed
Varthaman's association with
the airline but declined to
provide further details about
his training or his future

flying schedule. Asked when
the former fighter pilot is
likely to begin commercial
operations and which sectors
he may eventually operate,
the airline said Varthaman
did not wish to share further
details about his profession-
al or personal journey. That
reticence is in keeping with
the low-profile approach he
has largely maintained since
becoming one of India's most
recognisable military figures.

Varthaman's name became
etched in the national con-
sciousness following the
India-Pakistan aerial engage-
ment on February 27, 2019.
Flying a MiG-21 Bison, he was
involved in the aerial engage-
ment in which his aircraft was
shot down. He ejected and
landed in Pakistani territory,
where he was captured by
Pakistani forces.

The images and footage
surrounding his capture and

Former Indian Air Force Group Captain Abhinandan Varthaman

subsequent release, coupled
with his composure during
the episode, turned the
fighter pilot into a national
figure almost overnight. He

was later awarded the Vir
Chakra, one of India's
wartime gallantry awards.
Seven years on, Varthaman
is preparing to retum to the

cockpit - this time not for a
combat sortie, but to fly pas-
sengers.

The change in aircraft and
mission could hardly be more

striking. The MiG-21 Bison
was a supersonic fighter air-
craft designed for combat.
The ATR, by contrast, is a tur-
boprop airliner designed to
connect cities and communi-
ties, particularly on short-
haul regional routes.

For Varthaman, however,
the fundamental demands
of aviation remain familiar:
discipline, precision, situa-
tional awareness, adherence
to procedures and the ability
to make critical decisions
under pressure.

Commercial aviation
operates within a very dif-
ferent framework from mil-
itary flying. A fighter pilot is
trained for combat, tactical
decision-making and high-
risk missions. An airline
pilot operates within a
highly structured environ-
ment where safety proce-
dures, cockpit coordination,
communication and con-

p_tain /_l\bhinandan prepares to fly passengers

sistency are paramount.

Varthaman's transition will
therefore require him to
adapt his extensive military
flying experience to the
systems and procedures of
civilian aviation.

His training with FLY91 is
understood to be part of that
process before he takes up
duties as an airline pilot.

For India’s aviation indus-
try, his move is also notable
for another reason. A pilot
who became known across
the country for flying a fighter
aircraft in one of the most
tense aerial confrontations
between India and Pakistan
is now preparing to fly ordi-
nary Indians between region-
al destinations.

Varthaman's new employ-
er, FLY91,is a regional carrier
that aims to strengthen air
connectivity between India's
tier-2 and tier-3 towns.
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From MiG-21 to ATR,
ex-group captain...

Founded by aviation industry veterans and
backed by professional investors, the airline has
positioned itself around the idea of making air
travel more accessible beyond the country’s
major metropolitan centres.

That regional focus makes the ATR an impor-
tant part of its operations, with the aircraft suited
to short-haul routes and connectivity between
smaller cities.

Varthaman's arrival comes as India's civil
aviation sector continues to expand beyond
the traditional metro-to-metro network, with
regional connectivity emerging as an increas-
ingly important part of the country's aviation
story.

Bomn in Chennai on june 21, 1983, Varthaman
was educated at Sainik School,
Amaravathinagar, before graduating from the
National Defence Academy. He was commis-
sioned into the fighter stream of the Indian Air
Force in |une 2004.

During his military career, he flew the Su-
30MKI before being assigned to a squadron oper-
ating the MiG-21 Bison. He rose through the
ranks, serving as a Flying Officer, Flight
Lieutenant, Squadron Leader and Wing
Commander before being promoted to Group
Captain in December 2021. The February 2019
aerial engagement, however, transformed him
from a serving fighter pilot into a household
name. His moustached profile, calm demeanour
and the circumstances surrounding his capture
and return became defining images of one of
the most closely watched episodes in recent
India-Pakistan relations.

Now. the next chapter of his flying career is
set to unfold far away from the fighter
squadron. The MiG-21 represented India's
combat aviation heritage and Varthaman's
years as a fighter pilot. The ATR represents
another side of aviation - one centred not on
interception or combat, but on connectivity.

His future passengers may be traveliing for
waork, education, business, family or simply to
reach another Indian city more guickly.

The man who once flew into a contested sky
is now preparing to fly across a very different
one. The exact date of Varthaman's first com-
mercial flight, and the sectors he will eventu-
ally operate, remain undisclosed at his request.

But one thing is clear: after a career defined
by fighter jets, combat training and one exira-
ordinary chapter in India's military history,
Abhinandan Varthaman is preparing to fly
again - this time with civilians in the cabin and
connectivity, rather than combat, as the
mission.

From MiG-21 to ATR, the cockpit remains - but
the mission has changed.
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Bomb scare: Delhi
flight lands in city
Paper with ‘bomb’ written on it found in
washroom of Al Exp flight from Dammam

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedbacki@ahmedabadmirror.com

Posts @ahmedabadmirror

n Air India Express flight
from Dammam in Saudi Ara-
bia to New Delhi was divert-
ed to Ahmedabad on Mon-
day after a crew member discovered
a paper bearing the word “BOMB”
in the aircraft washroom. The flight,
carrying 32 passengers and eight
crew members, landed safely at Sard-
ar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport at 4.25 pm and was moved
to the isolation bay for checks.
Passengers were evacuated to
Terminal 2 under security supervision
as the Bomb Detection and Disposal
Squad, fire tenders and senior police
officials rushed to the spot. A meticu-
lous search of the aircraft, baggage
and cargo was carried out, but no sus-

The aircraft isolated for checking

picious object was found.

Airport sources said the pilot alert-
ed Ahmedabad ATC after the note was
found, following which the diversion
was ordered. Security agencies have
launched a probe to identify who
placed the note and whether it was a
genuine threat or a hoax.

Officials said security at the airport
has been further tightened in the
wake of the incident.
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Delhi-Goa

IndiGo flight
returns after
mid-air snag

#PANAJI

A Delhi-bound IndiGo flight with 229
passengers on board returned to Goa
about 30 minutes after takeoff on
Tuesday and made an emergency
landing at Manohar International
Airport after one of the aircraft
engines failed mid-air, sources said.

The aircraft, however, landed safe-
ly at the airport in Mopa, North Goa,
they said. “IndiGo flight 6E 2102,
which departed from Goa for Delhi at
9.16 am, returned to Goa after report-
ing a failure in one of its engines. The
Air Traffic Control (ATC) declared a
full emergency around 9.30 am and
the aircraft landed safely on runway
28 at 9.51 am,” a source said.

There were 229 passengers on
board, an airport official said. “The
flight returned after one of its engines
developed a snag,” the official said.

A spokesperson for IndiGo said in
a statement, “A technical issue was
detected shortly after takeoff on
IndiGo flight 6E 2102 operating from
North Goa to Delhi.” The aircraft is
currently undergoing maintenance
checks. PTI
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