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AAl report on second airport
within 2 weeks: M B Patil

‘The pros seem to
be in favour of the
Kanakapura side’

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

Patil said that the state
government was likely to
receive a report from the Air-
port Authority of India (AAL)
on the three locations short-
listed for second airport, with-
in next two weeks,
Confirming this to DH,
Patil said that the AAI had
conducted an on-site feasi-
bility study of the three lo-
cations — two adjacent land
parcels on Kanakapura Road
near Harohalli, spanning
4,800 acres and 5,000 acres,
and a 5,200-acre area on
Kunigal Road near Nelaman-
gala—in April and was sched-
uled to release the report in

Induslries Minister M B

mid-July.

As per well-placed AAI
sources, the report was sub-
mitted to the Ministry of Civil
Awviation on June 23, butis yet
to be received by the Govern-
ment of Karnataka, despite
the industries minister meet-
ing the Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
tospeed up the process.

The ministry is awaiting
the environmental clearance
to share the report, a senior
AAlofficial told DH.

“After inspecting both the
locations, Kanakapura and
Nelamangala, it was found
that both have a problem
of waterlogging. This is not
something alarming or new,
astheentire city of Bengaluru
is prone to waterlogging due
tothe abundance ofwaterbod-
ies, Additionally, the proxim-
ity and elevation of the Ban-
nerghatta Hill are also being
takeninto consideration,” the
official said.

After weighing the pros
and cons of the three loca-
tions provided by the Gok,

the pros seem to be in favour
of the Kanakapura side, he
added.

“The two locations near
Kanakapura are being con-
sidered as one land parcel,
and the huge area, spanning
across 9,000 acres, allows for
maore permutations and com-
binations to work with, This
will add clarity to deal with
environmental concerns. But
it all depends on the decision
of the Environment Ministry,”
he added.

Once the reportis released,
the Government of Karnataka
will find necessary solutions
for all environmental con-
cerns, said Patil,

“We will set up a commit-
teetodeal withsuch concerns,
and alsorope ina private con-
sultancy firm equipped to
deal with a major airport of
this nature, Once we receive
the report, we will look at all
the concernsand prepare our
own feasibility and viability
reports, and only then choose
the location purely based on
merit," he added.
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Senior AAI
manager siphons
off 1232 cr to his
personal account,
arrested: CBI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL SEFTEMBER 2

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Inwesstigation [ (BI) said it hasar-
rested a senior nunager of the
Airparts Authority of India [ AAL
for allegedly siphonmg off 2232
crore I his personal account,

CBI repistered a FIR after re-
ceiving acaomplaint from Al
against the acused

“We have arrested the ac-
cused identified as Rahul Vijay.
whao was earber heading the fi
nance and accounts branch at
AAl's Dehradun airport from
2019 to 2023. Currently, he is
peted at the Jaipur snport with
the same porifolio, Searches
were conducted st week ar his
offkcial and residenitial premises
in Jadprur, which bed 1o the recow-
ery ol incriminating materials,
inchading docuimenis onimmos-
abile properties and valuable se-
curities,” 3 OBl spokesperson sud

Duining the investgation, CBI
fourd that the accused had ma-
nipulated electronic reconds by
creating duphicate and Bctitious
assets aned inflatirg the values of
certanassets, induding by adding
“rems nenires toevade mutine
detection. The incident came to
light when Chandrakanth P.
Senjor Manager, Finance
Departmesnt, was reviewing the
asset records fram 2019-20 o
2022-23 ~ of Dehradun Airport
and noticed some abnormal cap-
IEali sathon of dsseis.
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LUCKMNOW
Passenger
Bags Lost at

Lucknow
Airport

A passenger's two bags
were lost on an IndiGo
flight from Lucknow to
Delhi, connecting to
Migeria. Despite com-
plaints and assurances,
the luggage remains
missing days |ater. The
family has taken to social
media to seek help, citing
Immense mental stress.
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SpicedJet told to pay flier Rs 55k
for burger, fries during 14-hr delay

MUMBAI, PTI: A District Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal
Commission has directed
SpicelJet to pay Rs 55,000 to
a passenger after observing
thata“singleburger and fries”
was an “inadequate arrange-
ment”for14-hour flight delay.

The District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission
(Mumbai Suburban) passed
the order last week, details of
whichwere madeavailable on
Monday. The commission not-
edthat the delaywas “duetoa
technical glitch”, and the air-
lines “cannot escape from its
dutytolook afterits travellers
tillthe flight getsready and op-
erational for further journey”.
Nor can the airlines excuse it-
selfbymerely mentioning that
rescheduling, cancellations,
delays, etc., are normal in the

travel sector, the commission
added. “Adequate arrange-
mentsof meals, refreshments,
waterand providing necessary
relaxing area are required in
suchascenario. The travellers
must be kept well informed.
There is no denial of the fact
that passengerswere provided
only one burger and fries for
the entire delay of more than
14 hours,” it said.

As the airline failed to
bring the facts related to the
deficiency in service, there is
sufficientreason tobelieve the
arrangementsmade byit were
inadequate, the commission
concluded.

The complainant had
booked a Spicelet flight from
Dubai to Mumbeai for July 27,
2024, whichwas “inordinately
delayed”.

2 SEPTEMBER 2025
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M AISATS First to Get
DGCA Safety Clearance

MUBBAI AlrindiaSATS
Alrport Services (AISATS)
hias becomi the first

ground handling compamy
in India to receive the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation's (DGCAS
newily mandated Safety Clearance
The certification, sswed under Civil
Awviation Reguirements, aligns india’s
ground handling standards with
International Civil Aviation Qrganiza
tion (ICAQ) normys, making |ndia only
the second country to formally regula
te this segrment. The DGCA'S new rules
require ground handlers to demaonst -
rate Safety Management Systems
appaoint accountable and salety
managers conduct recurrent staft
fraining, and ensure infrastructure
readiness. AISATS was awarded
safety Clearance Certificate No
GHSP/DO1 , ~0ur Bureau
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Govt flags rising
festival airfares

HITIN KUMAR
Mew Delhi, September 2

WITH AIRFARES RISING
sharply ahead of the festival
season, the dvil aviation min
stry is preparning to ssueadyi
sories to all aidines to dheck
abnormal fareincreases, The
ministry plans to convene a
meeting with carriers in the
second week of September to
disciiss the s iie.

Asenlor government offi-
cial said the ministry is confi
dent that airlines will heed its
advisaries. "We expect carrfers
ti fnllonw guldance onavolding
steep fare hikes. However, ifwe
notice abnormal increases on
anyroutes, we will not hesitate
o mtroduce a mechanism to
check prices,"the offi cial added.

Alrfares on major routes
hawe surged 50- 8040 fortravel
ammund Diwal and other festi -
vals. For instance, the lowest
Mumbai-DelhiticketforOdo
ber 19 iscumrently ©9,500 one-
way, about 650 higher than
last  year. Simiardly, a
Delhi-Kolkata ticket for Sep-
tember 2 7,ahead of Durga Puja,
costs at least €13 000, amound
T4 more than in 2024,

Civil aviatlon minister K
Rammohan Naldu recently
tokd Padiament that the min
istry has set upan onlbine sys
tem to help passengers momnd-
tor fares and guard against
exploitative pricing. He said

BEYOMD BUDGET

- |
® Airfares on major routes
have surged S0-B0%

u The lowest
Mumbai-Delhi ticket for
Oct 19 is currently
29,500 one-way

m About 65% higher
than last year

® & Delhi-Kolkata ticket
for Sept 27 costs atleast
®13,000

® Araund 7 0% more
than in 2024

that airfares are not regulated
following the repeal of the Air
Corporation Act in 1954,

Trawvel agents said demand
Is ouistripping supply, with
fewer available seats pushing
paces h:gllrr.

IndiGo, the country's
largest carrier, has ated lower
capacity in the July-Septem-
ber quarter due todelayed air-
craft delveries. Alr Indialzalso
faci ng debays in Boeing aireraft
deliveries, while IndiGo’s new
Arrbus A321 XLR planes are
running 15-18 months
behingd schedule.
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SpicelJet flight returns safely

Ankit Shukla
PUNE

A major untoward Incident
was averted after a Pune to
Delhi flight retwned shortly
after takeoff on Monday
morning due to a technical
glitel. The pilot, after noticing
the glitch, sought permission
from Air Traffic Control (ATC)

to land the aireraft at Pune
airport. Once clearance was
granted, the flight safely
landed without incident
Severl passengers
described the incident as an
“emergency landing,” but air-
port authorities clarified that
it was not an emergency situ-
ation. “No emergency landing
was declared and no Mayday

call was received,” officials
said. Confirming the matter,
Pune  Alrport  Director
Santosh Dhoke stated, “This
morning, a Spicelet aircraft
operating on the Pune-Delhi
route ool off as per schedule.
After takeoff, the pilot experi-
enced a technical issue and
decided to bring the fight
back to Pune.”
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Why has IndiGo damp leased

from Turkish Airlines?

Why did the Directorate General of Civil Aviation direct IndiGo to end the partnership with Turkish Airlines?

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
ndiGo received a third extension
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to lease two
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft and crew
from Turkish Airlines, after previously
facing a directive to end the partnership
amid heightened anti-Turkey sentiment
related to its support for Pakistan during
border tensions with India. The move
comes as a sizeable number of IndiGo’s
aircraft remain grounded even as the
global industry faces a shortage of planes.

What does the latest DGCA order say?
The DGCA has given IndiGo a third
extension to lease aircraft and crew (also
known as damp leasing) from Turkish
Airlines, reversing its earlier ultimatum to
end the partnership. The original request
was for a period of three months from
December 1, 2024 to February 28, 2025.

In May, the DGCA said it was granting a
“one-time, final extension” for three
months upto August 31, 2025 to avoid
passenger inconvenience due to flight
disruptions when IndiGo’s damp lease
permission was due for a review. The
DGCA’s rules allow airlines to wet or
damp lease foreign registered aircraft for
a period of 12 months that is extendable
once by further six months.

IndiGo started using the B777 aircraft
to provide connectivity from Delhi and
Mumbai to Istanbul in February and May
of 2023. “This extension comes at a
crucial time and will help mitigate losses
to Indian aviation due to geopolitical
restrictions, and greatly benefit Indian
travellers during the peak travel season by
ensuring a seamless, direct connection to
Istanbul and points beyond,” IndiGo said
in a statement.

Why are leases important for IndiGo?
The damp leasing of B777 from Turkish

Airlines is not the only tie up where
IndiGo has loaned aircraft along with its
crew from foreign entities. As on June 30,
2025, of the total 416 aircraft in its fleet,
IndiGo has six Boeing 737s from Qatar
Airways, two A320ceos from Latvian
entity Smartlynx and one B787 from
Norwegian carrier Norse Atlantic. The
DGCA has also approved SpiceJet’s plan to
wet lease five Boeing 737 aircraft from
Turkish carrier, Corendon Airlines.

Wet and dry (aircraft sans crew) leases
are increasingly being adopted by airlines
in order to overcome the shortage of new
aircraft globally that has grown acute
since the pandemic because of supply
chain challenges. Airlines worldwide,
including IndiGo, are also being forced to
retain and sometimes revamp old and less
fuel-efficient aircraft to overcome the
shortage. According to the International
Air Transport Association (IATA), aircraft
deliveries are currently running 30%
below their previous peak levels, leading

to a record-high backlog of 17,000
aircraft. Based on IATA’s analysis, if this
backlog increase is attributed solely to
delivery delays, airlines are effectively
short by 5,400 aircraft, representing
approximately 18% of the active global
fleet. With annual production anticipated
to remain around 2,000 aircraft per year,
IATA projects that it could take between
three and five years for the industry to
resolve this shortfall.

In IndiGo’s case, which is the country’s
largest airline by fleet as well as by market
share of 65%, the shortage is made more
severe by the grounding of 60-70 aircraft
due to Pratt and Whitney related engine
issues.

How has the industry responded?
“From a business standpoint, restricting
cooperation with Turkish Airlines would
be counterproductive. Indian airlines
benefit from code-shares and
partnerships that expand their global
reach, and passengers gain from greater
connectivity and competitive fares.
Aviation should remain a driver of growth
and opportunity, while political
differences should be managed through
diplomacy, not by limiting the
commercial potential of our airlines and
travellers. If India wants its carriers to
compete globally, it must enable access,
not restrict it,” says Alok Anand, founder
of aviation assets management company
Acumen Aviation.

THE GIST

v

The DGCA has given IndiGo a
third extension to lease aircraft
and crew (also known as damp
leasing) from Turkish Airlines,
reversing its earlier ultimatum
to end the partnership.

v

IndiGo started using the B777
aircraft to provide connectivity
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Istanbul in February and May
of 2023.

v

Wet and dry (aircraft sans
crew) leases are increasingly
being adopted by airlines in
order to overcome the
shortage of new aircraft
globally that has grown acute
since the pandemic because of
supply chain challenges.
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{ DELHI-INDORE FLIGHT }

Al downgrades AI2913's
Mayday call to Pan-Pan

NEW DELHI: The Delhi-Indore Air
India flight that returned to Delhi
shortly after take-off following a
fire indication on Sunday had ini-
tially issued a MAYDAY call to
the air traffic control, but later
downgraded it to PAN-PAN to
indicate urgency rather than an
emergency, an Air India spokes-
person said.

“Flight AI2913, operating from
Delhi to Indore on 31 August,
returned to Delhi shortly after
take-off, as the cockpit crew
received a fire indication for the
right engine. Following standard
procedure, the cockpit crew
clected to shut down the engine
and returned to Delhi where the
flight landed safely,” Air India
spokesperson said in a statement.

“The crew had initially made a
MAYDAY call to the air traffic con-
trol, but later downgraded it to
PAN-PAN to indicate urgency
rather than an emergency. We
confirm that the flight did not

make an emergency landing at
Delhi...,” the spokesperson added.

The aircraft has been
grounded for inspection, and the
regulator has been informed, a
spokesperson said.

In aviation, “PAN-PAN" is an
international radio call signifying
anurgent, non-life-threatening sit-
uation that requires immediate
assistance but doesn’t pose a grave
and imminent danger.

IndiGo flight returns to
Nagpur after bird strike
A Nagpur-Kolkata IndiGo flight
returned to the Nagpur airport fol-
lowing a bird strike soon after
take-off on Tuesday morning, a
seniorairport official said, adding
that the flight was later cancelled.
“Flight 6E 812 operating from
Nagpur to Kolkata on 2September
encountered a bird strike soon
after take-off... the flight landed
safely at the Nagpur airport,” the
spokesperson said. AGENCIES
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Centre presents green
jet fuel report findings

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday, in
a day-long meeting, presented
the findings of a feasibility study
on Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF), setting the stage for a pol-
icy and implementation road-
map tocut aviation emissions as
the sector expands rapidly.

This comes ahead of the 42nd
session of the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO)
Assembly set to be held at the
UN aviation agency's headquar-
ters in Montreal later this
month, where the Member
States will set aviation future
direction with a focus on envi-
ronmental sustainability,

“The study, carried out by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) with support from
the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) and the
European Union under the ACT-
SAF programme, identifies via-
ble pathways for producing and

deploying SAF in India in line
with global CORSIA sustainabil-
ity standards,” an official said.

“The workshop is expected to
finalise policy and implementa-
tion steps, ensuring India meets
its SAF blending targets while
reducing crude oil imports by an
estimated $5-7 billion annually
and boosting farmer incomes
through the use of crop residue,”
an official said.

“India is well positioned to
become a global leader in SAF,
because of its large agricultural
base, availability of surplus bio-
mass and strong refining capac-
ity. Estimates suggest India
could produce 8-10 million ton-
nes of SAF annually by 2040,
more than domestic demand,
opening export opportunities
and creating up to 1.4 million
green jobs,” another official said.

To be sure, the government
has set phased blending targets-
1% of total fuel for international
flights by 2027, 2% by 2028, and
5% by 2030,
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Aviation turbine fuel prices cut by
1.4% after two consecutive hikes

NEW DELHI: Aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices were
reduced by 1.4 per cent on
Monday, reflecting a decline
in global benchmark rates.

Jet fuel prices were low-
ered by Rs 1,308.41 per kiloli-
tre to Rs 90,713.52 per klin the
national capital, which houses
one of the country’s busiest air-
ports, according to state-owned
fuel retailers.

The reduction comes after
two consecutive monthly hikes
since July 1, during which ATF
rates had risen by a steep Rs
8,949.38 per kl amid vola-
tility in international crude
markets triggered by geo-
political tensions and trade
disputes.

The latest cut is expected
to ease pressure on commer-
cial airlines, as fuel accounts
for nearly 40 per cent of their
operating costs. No immedi-

ate comments were available
from airlines on the impact of
the move.

In Mumbai, ATF rates were
revised down to Rs 84,832.83
per kl from Rs 86,077.14.
Prices in Chennai and Kolk-
ata, however, increased to Rs
94,151.96 and Rs93,886.18 per
kl, respectively.

Rates vary across states,
depending on local taxes such
as VAT.

State-owned Indian il
Corporation (IOC), Bharat

Latest cut is
expected to ease
pressure on airlines,
as fuel accounts for
nearly 40% of their
operating costs

Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
revise ATF and cooking gas
prices on the first of every
month, based on the average
international benchmark fuel
price and foreign exchange
rates.

Domestic petrol and die-
sel prices, however, continue
to remain frozen. Petrol is
priced at Rs 94.72 per litre
in Delhi, while diesel costs
Rs 87.62. AGENCIES
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Spicelet glitch

B MUMBAL A Delhi-hotund
Splcalet Mght from Pune
made & mid-alr turmback
o0 Monday due o a technl-
cal glitch and landed under
Ml emergency conditions,
thé atriine sald. Fm
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IndiGo cabin crew, flyer clash

Tamaghna.Banerjee@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: An intense fight broke out on
Monday between the crew members and a
passenger of a Delhi-Kolkata IndiGoflight
with both sides lodging complaints aga-
insteach other for chantingareligiousslo-
gan, consuming alcohol on board, and in-
stigating flyers. The flight was stranded at
the parking bay in Delhiduringa three-ho-
ur delay due to operational reasons.

The crew accused the passenger, a la-
wyer, of creating disturbance while the la-
wyer alleged harassment and denial of ba-
sic services by the airline staff. Police said
they were probing both accounts.

An air hostess complained the flyer se-
atedin 31D boarded the aircraftin an inebr-

iated condition and began urging fellow
passengers to chant ‘Har Har Mahadev’.
As per the complaint, after take-off, he tri-
ed to hide a bottle of softdrink and smelled
of alcohol. Questioned by the crew, he qu-
ickly gulped itdown. The crew handed him
over to security staff at Kolkata.

The lawyer denied the charges and fi-
led a counter-complaint. He said he gree-
ted the crew with ‘Har Har Mahadev’ wit-
hout knowing her religion. He insisted he
didn’t drink onboard and had a bottle of
beer at IGIA before boarding, for which he
had a purchase invoice.

An IndiGo official said the cabin crew
informed them that the flyer was “unruly”
and “drunk”. On the flyer’s complaint, the
official said they were looking into it.
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Nagpur-Kol
Ind?l‘:‘u]o flight
cancelled after
midair bird hit
Nagpur: A Nagpur-Kolkata ln
diGo flight with 166 passengers,
inchding former BIP MILA
Sudhakar Kolhe and Congress
funetionary Nitin Kumbhal-
kar, on boatd was cancelled af
ter it encountered & bird strike
shortly after take-off Tuesday
morning. The bird-hit left a hig
dent on the nose of the A3
alreraft and also damaged the
weather radar It was subse-
guently grounded for repairs.

reports Shishir Arya.
“Indityo Night GESLZ oper-
ating from Nagpur (o Kolkata
encountered a birdstrike soom
after take-off on Tuesday, Asa
precautionary step. pilots de-
cided to turn back, and the
flight landed safely at Nagpur
afrport. Due to requirement
of necessary inspection, the
flight was cancelled for the
day. To minimise inconve-
nience to customers, we al-
fered them refreshments,
made alternate arrange-
ments, and/or a full refund on
cancellation, if opted for,” the
alrline sald [n a stabement.
The aircraft took off at
T.Ram firom Nagpur's Babasa-
hebh Ambedkar International
Alrportand climbed toa height
of 68000 when the captain con-
tacted ATC and reported & sus
pected hird strike and vibra-
tions in the airframe. At the
time, the aircraft was about
Tokm away from Nagpur air-
port. The plane returned to the
abrport at 7.20am. After the air-
craft touched down, engineers
found a major dent on the nose,
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1 burger for 14hr
flight delay costs
airline 55,000

Mumbai: A single burger and
fries were clearly inadequate
for a 14-hour flight delay. Point-
ing this out, a district consum-
er commission has ordered Spi-
cedet Lid to pay Rs 50,000 in
compensation for “expenses in-
curred and mental agony” toa
Mulund resident and an addi-
tional Rs 5,000 to cover legal
costs.

“Adequate arrangements
of meals, refreshments and wa-
ter; and providing necessary re-
laxing area are... required in
said scenario. Further, travell-
ers must be kept well-informed
of the delay” the commission
said, holding that by failing to
do so, SpiceJet was found to be
negligent and deficient in its
service, “In a nutshell, if air-
lines take the defence that they
took all reasonable steps, then
it is to be proved and supported
with flight logs, notices and
communication. But in the pre-
sentcase, itmerelyrelied onthe
provisions of CAR (Civil Avia-
tion Requirements) and the
Carriageby Air Act(CAA). The
airlines failed to bring on re-
cord anything that can support
its claim that there is no defi-

ciency inservice,” the commis-
sion said.

The complaint was filed last
year by Dinesh Hemrajani,
who booked Dubai-Mumbai
flight SG 60 on July 27, 2024.
Scheduled to depart at 4pm, it
took off at 610 am the next
morning. Hemrajanis com-
plaint was SpiceJet failed to
provide essential services to
the stranded passengers. He
said that barring a single serv-
ingof a burgerand fries, nooth-
er meals or hotel accommoda-
tion was provided, in “direct vi-
olation of civil aviation and
DGCA guidelines™.

The airline’s defence was
that all passengers are bound
by the terms of carriage out-
lined in the e-ticket and the de-
lay was due to "operational and
technical reasons”. Spicedet
cited clauses from CAR and
CAA which state that airlines
are not liable for delays caused
by circumstances beyond their
control. The commission noted
that theairline failed to provide
evidence that it took all neces-
sary measures to assist passen-
gers during the waiting period.
—Rebecea Samervel
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|Gl Airport posts 244% rise in int'l transfers in 2 yrs

Almaty, Tashlkent, Thili
and Baku to Banpkok wnd

Government of  India's
vision to position Delhi as o

transil hub in line walh
[ndin’s aviation policy push

SHEKHAR STNGI

TS W AT

NEW DNELHE, SEFTEMBEN 1L
[Dhelhi's Gandhi
Imemational Adrport has
recorded o 244 per cent rise
in internationalHo-interna-
tianal transfers in jusl hwo
yvears, growing from 3.88
lakh passengers in FY2023
to 134 lskh in FY2025
according 1o data from the
International Air Trmnsport
Asgoristion (IATA)

The dramatic surge high-
lights how Delhi Arrport
muanaged by the GME Acro
led Diedhi Intermational Atr
port Limited (DIAL) is

emerging a3 a slrategic

Indira

to capture traffic thet has
traditionally been  routed
throwgh Gulf and Southeast
Asian hubs.

Overall ransler traffic at
the atrport abso s 31006 per
et in the same period,
From 16.6 million in FY2023
to 203 million in FY2025,
But, it is the intemational
layover segment  thal
stands out, far outpacing
dornestic transfers, which
irew by nearky 16 per cent,

DIAL CED Videh Kumar
Jaipurior said the growth
refllects the government's
slrategy: “Aligned with the

leading international tran-
sl gateway, we have been
continuoisly working to
build & hub that connects
continents and provides a
wwor b el s pissenger
cxXpiTiEnCe.”

Delhi Airport  olresdy
olfers the strongest direet
link= to North Amenca and
Europe from South and
Southeast Asia, as per the
IATA Airport 15 data

Meanwhile, the Ceniral
Asta-Thailond corridor has
also provided an early
glimpse of the potential:
IndiGe's new links fram

Fhuket have trigpered a
free-fold increass in trnns-
fers through Delhi

With Air Indis and IndiGo
expanding their wide-body
fl=ets and launching new
Iomg-haul services, analysts
ggy Delhi could challenge
estallished hubs such as
Duba and Doha in retain
ing passenger traffic and
revenue within India,

This growth carries wider
ECTOOmIe mmphicat ions
from strengthening airdine
fmances o botsting
tourism, services and for-
gn exchan pe relention
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