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Adani Group to start
Phase 1 of city side
development at 8 airports

—
Avinash Mair
Aravadatad

The alrport arm of Adand
Group has kick-started a
three-phase, 655-acme  city
aide  development  around
eight airports.

“Our  Phase-1  develop
ment will be across 114 acres
of which roughly 40 per cent
or 50 acres will be in Mumbai
and Mawi Mumbai and the
rest 60-65 acres will be in the
other six airports”  Juge
shindor Skngh, Group CRO of
Adani Enterprises Lid {AEL),
had said during an investors’
call earlier this weak.

CITY BIDE PRINECTS
Singh said that Adani Airport
Holdings Lad (AAHL) has
already commenced Phase-1
of city side development at its
IFPOLS,

“Currently, the major as-
sets In odrports (business)
that are operational is the
Mumbai airport. ALl the other
pirports are in various stages
of brownfield expansion
be it in Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Guwahati, Lucknow and Bovi
Mumbii, We expect that Navi
Mumbai will have opera-

ticmal clearances around Og-
tober. Ivwill mmpup toits ca-
pacity within six months,” he
added.

Without sharing any de-
tuils of the capital expendit
ure that will be incurred in
the city side development
progects, Singh said, “In
Phxee-1 the peimary object-
ives will be hotels, retail, en-
tertainment and food courts
primarily serving the clry side
population. Phase-2 will have
1 shightly different rental-re
tadl mix and Phase-3 will have
different kinds of retail mic™

Among  the incubating
businesses, the abrports divi-
sion of AEL reported a 25 per
cent growth in income that
stood at ¥10,224 crore in
QIFY 26, During this period
the AAHL served 23.4 million
passengers (a growth of three
per cent) and 2.8 lakh tonnes
of cargo (a growth of four per
cent ) at its airports,

Az of June 2025, AEL has a
total consolidated  external
debt of ¥61500 crore, of
which T30,900 crore is in the
airport business and ¥14,600
crore in roads and #8700
crore dn the company’s Aus
tralia priject.

3 AUGUST 2025
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BIAL raises Rs 9,000 cr
in sector’s largest
unlisted NCD deal

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited (BIAL),
operator of the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA), has raised
Rs 9,000 crore through the largest
unlisted private placementof Non-Con-
vertible Debentures (NCDs) in India’s
airport sector.

It is aimed at refinancing existing
debtand funding future expansion, the
BIAL said. KIA is South India’s busiest
airportand ithandled over 41.88 million
passengersand 502,480 metrictonnes
of cargoin the last fiscal.
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Record airport NCD
deal: BIAL raises
Rs 9,000 crore

BENGALURU, DHNS

r I \he Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(BIAL), operator of the

Kempegowda International
Airport, has raised Rs 9,000
crore through the largest
unlisted private placement
of Non-Convertible Deben-
tures (NCDs)in India’sairport
sector.

The funds will be used to
refinance existing debt and
support future infrastruc-
ture expansion, BIAL said in
a press note.

The fundraisingis splitinto
two tranches: Rs 4,362 crore
completed on July 25 and Rs
4,638 crorescheduled forear-
ly October.

SBI Capital Markets (SB-
ICAPs) acted as the sole
arranger.

With a 15-year tenure, the
refinancing structureenables

BIAL to optimise its capital
structure, shift to fixed inter-
est rates, and lower borrow-
ing costs.

“This landmark issuance
is a significant milestone for
BIAL as it not only reflects
strong investor confidencein
our long-term vision, butalso
strategically strengthens our
financial positionahead of the
next phase ofexpansion,”’said
Bhaskar Rao, Chief Financial
Officer, BIAL.

The deal attracted a broad
mix of investors, including
banks, insurance firms, Infra-
structure Debt Funds (IDFs),
and Public Financial Institu-
tions (PFIs).

The Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA), South
India’s busiest, handled over
41.88 million passengers and
5,02,480 metric tonnes of
cargointhelast financial year,
the press note said.

2 AUGUST 2025
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BIAL completes India's largest unlisted

bond issuance, raising Rs 9,000 crore

NT Correspondent
EENGALURU

Bangalore International Air-
port Limited (BIAL), operator
of Kempegowda Internaticnal
Airport Bengaluru on Friday
stated that it has concluded
the largest unlisted private
placement of MNon-Converti-
ble Debentures (NCDs) in In-
dia’s airport sector, raising a
total of Rs 9,000 crore.

The deal is completed, of-
ficials said. The transacticn
is being undertaken in two
tranches of Rs 4,362 crore
completed on July 25, 2025
and Rs 4638 crore sched-
uled for early October 2025
SBICAPs acted as the sole ar-
ranger for this landmark issu-
ance, it said.

According to an official
statermnent, with a 15-year ten-
ure, the refinancing allows

L

BIAL to conserwve capital and
focus resources on funding
future expansion plans. The
transaction also provides sig-
nificant savings in borrow-
ing cost, driven by the AAA

credit rating, a shift from
MCLR-linked (Marginal Cost
of funds-based Lending Rate)
to fixed interest rate, and the
extended maturity profile.
“This landmark issuance is a
significant milestone for BIAL
as it not only reflects strong in-
vestor confidence in our long-
term vision, but also strategi-
cally strengthens our financial
position shead of the next
phase of expansion,” it added.
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BIAL raises 9,000 crore in
landmark airport sector deal

Press Trust of India
feedback@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited
(BIAL), operator of Kempe-
gowda International Airport
Bengaluru on Friday
announced that it has success-
fully concluded the largest
unlisted private placement of
non-convertible debentures
(NCDs) in India's airport sector,
raising a total of 9,000 crore.

The deal is completed, offi-
cials said. The transaction is
being undertaken in two tran-
ches of 34,362 crore completed
on July 25, 2025, and %4,638
crore scheduled for early Octo-
ber 2025. SBICAPs acted as the
sole arranger for this landmark
issuance, it said.

According to an official state-
ment, with a 15-year tenure, the
refinancing allows BIAL to con-
serve capital and focus resour-
ces on funding future expansion
plans. The transaction also pro-
vides significant savings in bor-
rowing cost, driven by the AAA
credit rating, a shift from
MCLR-linked (Marginal Cost of

The transaction is in two tranches of 34,362 crore completed on
July 25 and 24,638 crore scheduled for early October 2025.

funds-based Lending Rate) to
fixed interest rate, and the
extended maturity profile.

“This landmark issuance isa
significant milestone for BIAL
as it not only reflects strong
investor confidence in our long-
term vision, but also strategi-
cally strengthens our financial
position ahead of the next phase
of expansion. The refinancing
enables us to optimise our capi-
tal structure.

Importantly, the long-tenor
structure and improved credit

rating will translate into greater
value for our stakeholders,
including passengers and air-
line partners, through
enhanced affordability and
infrastructure development,”
Bhaskar Rao, chief financial
officer, BIAL, added.

BLR Airport is India’s first
greenfield airport developed
under the PPP (Public Private
Partnership) medel. It is the
busiest airport in South India
and the third largest in the
country, the statement added.
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BIAL completes private
placement of 9,000 cr. NCDs

Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL),
the JV firm operating Bengaluru Airport, on
Friday said it has completed the issuance of
unlisted non-convertible debentures (NCDs)
worth 9,000 crore. The transaction is being
undertaken in two tranches — 4,362 crore
completed on July 25 and 4,638 crore scheduled
for early October this year — BIAL said. With a
15-year tenure, the refinancing allows the
company to conserve capital, it said. 1
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Hisar airport tops defaulters
list with over 3941 power dues

Tomtrsm Miws S

IISAR, MIKGIST
Maharaja Agricen Hisar
merged a8
fauiter of elex
e D
T ki Vitran
Migam (DHBVNL with
dues amounting fa M5
BMLAS lakh

Arcording 1o sources in
the DHBEWVN, the power

Harvana B

media, fallowing which

[$ 15

agrpart offic
ponaded i

day or b,

if such a
sum.  Despite
reminders from
the dise

4]
repeated
DIIENN,
wmained dinpald.
Despite repeEated
reminders and meduests
from the Nigam, the hill
remained dnpaid.” TR
¢x said. Thes
3 that airport &

itims had cited a lack of

mdministrative approval
arthe reason for the delay,
Sub-Dhivisional Engineer
Bukesh Rohilla of DBV
said, “The airport has a
ianed load of approxi-
00 kilirevadts, and
el W substoe
tion his besn g6l up for its
operations. After recet
ke matioe, airport off
contacted us and assured
that the dies will be
cleared by Wednesday ™
: Public [1 hi Engl
nE Department
(PIIEDN the second
rakor elalier, wilh
unpaid blls amounling Lo
s i lakh, sources added.
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Govt should reclaim
Air India from Tata:

Manish Tewari

TDD NETWORK

Congress leader Manish
Tewari om Friday urged the
government totake back Air
Indlia from the Tata Group,
alleging that they have run
the airline into the ground
and thit privatisation of the
once national carrier has
been adisaster:

Inapost on X, the Chan-
digarh MP alleged that
people "wio grow tea” and
“miake cars” are 0ow run-
ning Air Indiz and hardly
any aviation experts are
runmning the arline,

“Government of India
should tale @airindia hack
from the Tata Com patiies
They have run the airline
into the ground,”™ Tewari
sadd in his post

There was no immediale
comment availabde from the

Tata group or Adr India.
“Flights camcelled at the
drop ofa hat, lights delayed
without any explanation
whatsoever. The pilots and
the crew tell e that people
who grosw tea in Tata Tea,
make steel in Tata Steel,
miake cars in Tata Motors
are running Adr India.
“People 1 have known
personally over the past 40
vrears and are sound profes-
sionals, The airline is acom-
plete management mess,

There are hardly any com-
petent aviation profession-
als running Air India," the
Congress leader alleged,
"The privatisation has been
adisaster,” he also sasd.

The government had pri-
vatised Air India in January

2022 tothe Tata Group aller

an open hidding process.
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IndiGo passenger slaps
fellow traveller

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

An IndiGo passenger
slapped a fellow passen-
ger, who was on the air-
craft aisle, onboard a flight
from Mumbai to Kolkata
on Friday, according to a
SOUrcCe.

The incident occurred in
the flight 6E138 and after
landing, the perpetrator
was handed over to the
security authorities at the
Kolkata airport, the source
said.

The perpetrator was also
declared as unruly by the
airline, the source added.

Without disclosing spe-
cific details, IndiGo said

it is aware of an incident
involving a physical alter-
cation on board one of its
flights.

"Our crew acted in ac-
cordance with established
standard operating pro-
cedures. The individual
involved was identified as
unruly and handed over
to the security authorities
upon arrival. All appro-
priate regulatory agencies
have been duly informed,
in line with protocol,” the
airline said in a post on X.

The reason for the pas-
senger slapping the fellow
passenger was not imme-
diately known.

IndiGo also said such
unruly behaviour is com-

pletely unacceptable and
strongly condemned any
actions that compromise
the safety and dignity of
passengers and crew.

A video clip of the inci-
dent shared on social me-
dia showed a passenger
sitting in his seat suddenly
slapping another passen-
ger on the aisle who start-
ed crying and was moved
away from the spot.

Also, a cabin crew
member is heard telling
the passenger on the seat
"don't do" while another
passenger is heard asking
why did he slap and that
he does not have any right
to hit anybody.

One of the passengers is
also heard saying that the
person who was hit was
having a panic attack.

It could not be immedi-
ately ascertained whether
the incident happened
when the aircraft was pre-
paring for takeoff or when
it was mid-air.

Details about the num-
ber of people onboard the
aircraft was also not im-
mediately available.
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An app can help beat jet Iag

Apps that swiftly ease
a long-haul journey
have proliferated

CHRISTINE CHUNG

NOTHING UNDERMINES THE joy of t rawe]
quite likeabad case offetleg. That swhyan
entire industry has popped up to hel pdeal
with it, hawking sobutions ke ight ther-
apy glasses, targeted supplements, apps
and coaching. But doanyof them actually
work? | put two popular methods to the
fest ona bwo-week jowmey to Asia in May
1 flew from NewYork l:lt:-'.whcrt 1 bve, to
Seoul and Taipei Taiwan — both on the
other sde ofthe globe,a difference that is
Eiterally might and day — and then
back home,

The two apps towhich | ceded contral
of my dailly rhythms, Flykitt and
Timeshifter,arepersonalised programimes
based onscientificapproachestojet lag.

The science of jet lag
Bathappsrelyoncrcadian scdence, the
studyafthe body'ei nternalclocks, The cen-
tral chock is in the brain and follows a
mughly 24-hourcycle Manymental, phys-
ical and behavioural changes such as hor
mone release, slecping and waking are
influenced bythecircadianclock Ressarch

-r-—'r

shows thatexponretoight playsakeymie
insynchronising these thwthms to the.out-
shde world, Jet lag happenswhen the body
clock falls outof symc with the local time,
resulting in discomforts ke poor diges

tion, fogeer memonyand focus,and inter

rupted sleep. Our natuml tendencies to
sleep eardier or later, called chronotypes,

DELHI

miayalsoplnea role Night owls have an eas-
iertime goingwest, which requires staying
uplaterthanusual and eartybirds tend to
find flying east easier, said Kelly Glazer
Baron, a professorof family medicine and
the director of the University of Utah's
behaviouml sleep medicine program
Long -haul joumeys across multiple

time zones present a timing
challenge: Seoulwas 13 hours
ahead of New York when 1
went and Taipel was 12
hors ahwad For most peo-
ple, it's harder to move
yoursleeptime carber than
itisto delaysleep Theapps
proved useful by helping me
wrap my head around time
zone caleulations, such as the
ideal time to sleep on a fight and
whon to blast my cyes with light tobetter
adjust to my destination.

Test no 1: Flykitt

Firstup, for the Bew York-to-Seoul trp,
wis Flykit L Its starter pack, 599 fora round
trip, includesglasses thatfilierbluelight to
minimisehght exposure and packsofsup
plemenits meant to target inflammation.
‘The programme, which promised to curb

3 AUGUST 20256

jet lag in just three days, began ondegar-
tureday, |putmyflight detailsimto theapp
and answered a few questions about mmy
aiffeineintake and sleep patterns, and the
app promptly chumed out a detailed
schedule, Onthe 15-hournonstop flightio
Seoul the progearmme recormmended only
a three-hour nap, so 1 barely slept
[nstead, [ dihgently studied my
scheduole, donned my special
glasses, ate meals and took

vitamins every few hours.

The patented supplement

protocol included vitamins

Bé, B12 and C; magnesium

givdnate; melatoning and
omega- 3 fatty acds.

Andrew Herr, who founded
iy Flyleittim 2022 and previously

worked as a military contractor
researching human perfommance, said be
believed data showsthat inflammationisa
"y picce” of jet lag and thatit's "exacer
bated by the lower deep orthe disruptive
skeepyou get during trave
At first, popping handfuls of pills was

novd and funny, until # wasn't. The regi-
mienhad me taking about three dosenvit
ameins over three days, starting on theday
of theflight.

Test no 2: Timeshifter

Afterabout aweekinTaipel,l retumed
to New York using Timeshifter's guidance
Thisappwas cheaper than Fhyldtt, §25 for
avear'ssubecription. Mo hlus-light ghsses,
which | enjoyed wear ng. The only recom-
mended supplement was mebionin,
which lwas to take formyfirst fournights
back home tohetpwith thead justment.

While Flvkitt mstructed me when to
avoid light, Timeshifter alerted me about
timies tosaak it out When ! couldn't beout-
sicke, | turned on as many light<as | could,

The weeklong programme featured a
preflight shift two days before my retum.
This meant seeing klight several hours
betore sleeping, as well as pradually push-
ing my skeep and wake times later, which
wasn't practical in oy final days inTaipel |
didn't want to sleepuntil 10 am on ary last
day in the citywhen | could be crushing
soupdumplings mstead.

Mickey Bever-Clausen, a co-founder
and the chief exemutive of Timeshifter,
agresd that it wasn't always exsy to follow
theoptimal advice.

The bottom line: Meither progamme
mearkedly shaved time off my jet lag, but |
did feelmore dearhead ed during and after
my i pand I didn't get sick —HYT
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BIAL completes private
placement of 39,000 cr. NCDs

Bangalore Imternational Airport Limited (BIAL),
the IV firm operating Bengaluru Airport, on
Friday =said it has completed the issuance of
unlisted non-convertible debentures (NCDs)
worth 0,000 crore. The transaction is being
undertiaken in two tranches — 34,362 crore
completed on July 25 and 4,638 crore scheduled
for early October this year — BIAL said. With a
15-year tenure, the refinancing allows the
company o conserve capital, it said. m
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Air India privatisation a
disaster, says Manish Tewari

Congress leader Manish Tewari has called the
government's decision to privatise Air India and
transfer its ownership to the Tata Group a
“disaster™ over complaints about cancellations
and delays. Ina post on X on Friday, Mr. Tewar
described the airline as a "management mess".
“Government of India should take Air India back
from the Tata Group. They have run the airline
into the ground,” he wrote, He claimed that the
cancellations and delays by Air India were
happening without any explanations. Tata Group
took over Air India in January 2022 after it won
the bid invited by the government for selling its
1O stake in the erstwhile national carrier.
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Air India crash: U.K. families
await DNA confirmation

British families, waiting for the remains of
relatives alward the London-bound Alr India

[71 plane that crashed soon after take-off from
the Ahmedabad airpore, are expecting
confirmation on DNA matches after high-level
India-U. K, government talks, their legal team has
zaid. Keystone Law, which has been working with
aviation experts to assist many of the families
whio lost lowved ones in thie June 12 crash, called
for urgency in the process this week. "The UK.
and Indian povernments have held high-level
talks, as a result of the international media
coverage of this problem,” said James
Healy-Pratt, Aviation Partner at Kevstone Law.
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IndiGo bans passenger
for slapping co-traveller

HT Correpondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo has imposed
a flying ban on the passenger
who slapped a co-traveller
onboard the Mumbai-Kolkata
flight on Friday.

The incident occurred on
flight 6E138, and after landing,
the perpetrator was handed over
to the security authorities at the
Kolkata airport, an official said
on Friday. The perpetrator was
also declared as unruly.

In a post on X, the airline on
Saturday said that following due
diligence, the incident involving
an unruly customer has been
formally reported to the relevant
authorities for necessary action.

“In line with our commitment
to discourage such unruly
behaviour onboard flights, the
individual has been suspended
from flying on any IndiGo
flights, in accordance with regu-
latory provisions,” the carrier
said.

The duration of the flying ban
could not be immediately ascer-
tained. On Friday, a video clip of
the incident shared on social
media showed a passenger sit-
ting in his seat suddenly slap-
ping another passenger on the

A PASSENGER ON
AN INDIGO FLIGHT
WAS DETAINED ON
FRIDAY AFTER

HE WAS SEEN
PURPORTEDLY
SLAPPING A
CO-PASSENGER

IN AVIDEO

aisle who started crying and was
moved away from the spot.

Also, a cabin crew member
was heard telling the passenger
on the seat “don’t do” while
another passenger was heard
asking why did he slap and that
he does not have any right to hit
anybody.

The man, a native of Cachar
district in Assam, found in an
ailing condition at a railway sta-
tion in Assam. his family mem-
bers said.

“Our relatives found him at
the railway station around 3:30
PM on Saturday in a visibly
unwell state. They took himto a
hotel briefly for rest, after which
acar was arranged to bring him
home by road,” a family mem-
ber said.
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Alr India crash; UK families await
update on DNA-matched remains

LONDOMN: British [amilies,
waiting for the remains of rel-
atives aboard the London-
bound Air India 171 plane
that crashed soon alter take-
off from Ahmedabad airport,
are expecting confirmation on
DNA matches after high-level
India-UK povernment talks,
their legal team has said

Keystone Law, which has
been working with aviation
experls to assist many of the
families who lost loved ones
in the June 12 crash, called
for urgency in the process this
weelk.

During Prime Minister
Marendra Modis UK visit last
week, Downing Street had
confirmed that Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer had discussed
the Air India plane crash
during their bilateral talks
against the backdrop of UK
media reports of mislabelling
of some remains repatriated
to Britain.

“The UK and Indian gov-
ernments have held high-level
talks, as a result of the interna-
tional media coverage of this
problem,” said James Healy-
Pratt, Aviation Partner at Key-

store Law.

“It is believed that some
malched DNA remains may
now have been located in India.
Confirmation is awaited,” he
said.

The 241 passengers and
crew who died in the disas-
ter included 52 British nation-
als, with two out of 12 caskets
repatriated to the UK for last
rites found 1o be incorrectly
identified.

The Ministry of External
Adfairs (MEA) had responded
to the UK reports o stress
that “all mortal remains
were handled with uimost
professionalism and with due
regard for the dignity of the
deceased”.

“We are continuing to
work with the UK authorities
on addressing any concerns

related to this issue)” the MEAS
officdal spokesperson sald in a
statement last month,

Asked o estimate the
scale of the issue, Keystone
Law said of a sample of 12
caskets repatriated from
India to the UK, two wers
“mislabelled, mishandled and
misidentified”

“Extrapolated out — with an
unacceplable error rate of 15
per cent, that would suggest
40 sets of remains may have
been mislabelled, mishandled
and misidentified. That is a
known unknown, and many
aof the families’ loved ones have
been cremated already,” said
Healy-Pratt.

Last month, an inguest into
the deaths of some of the Brit-
ish passengers was opened and
adjourned in London, with the
process of identification over-
seen by the Senior Coroner
under UK procedures.

It came as a preliminary
report by the Indian Adir-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) found that
fuel 1o both engines appeared
to have cut off shortly after
takeoll. AGENCIES
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In'tl travels script India’s aviation growth story

5 LALITHA @ Mew Del

THE desire for international
ravel among Indians is trigger
ing aviation boom, says the Alr-
ports Authority of India And
smaller airports, compared to
those In capltal cities, have
picked up patronage

The AALAlr Tralfic Data” for
the first three quarters of this
financial year shows neardy
two crore flyers went abroad
this year, marking a 7% rise in
inter national travel

The overall passenger growth
stands at 56% with 10515 mil-
lion fyers taking to the skies in
April-June 2025 over the 99, 54
million of April-June 2024, The
domestic growth fOgure is 5.3%
with #5.32 million travelling
this quarter as compared to 81
million in the corresponding
perlod last vear

As expected, following the
Pahalgam attack and air space
closure, Srinagar alrport has
taken a massive hit. Bhopal's
Raja Bhoj airport, whose inter
national destinations cover
West Asiaand South East Asia,
has recorded an 80% growth
figure over the past year, the
maximum among all airporis
in the country. I1 is followed by

SKYHIGH — DATA SAYS ITALL

AIRPORTS SHOWING MAX GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC

Bhopal | 576 320 B0%
Pune | 89,999 50,937 76.7%
Bagdogra | 7,314 4,243 72.4%
Coimbatore BO,9T8 54,401 &B8.8%:
Surat | 50,666 35,786 41.5%
Mangaluru | 1,72.337 1,28,183 38.4%0
Guwahat | 17,323 13,022 /%

Pune airport, which has re
corded a 76.7% pgrowth, and
Bapdogra with 72.4% growth
Coimbatore, Surat, Mangalor,
and Guwahati have all record
e prowth fpures of over 33%.

The hubs of international

travel, IGIA and Chhatrapati
Shivajl Maharaj International
Alrport are inching along
with a 3% (52 40.482 passen-

gers) and 4,5% (38,96,278) in-
crease, respectively, in interno-
tlonal patronage

Post the opening of the sec-
ond terminal, the growth of
Bengaluru's Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport appears
unstoppable with 17 33 432 in
ter national travellers. It has re
corded the maximum suarge
ammg the big alrports.

Flyers enter into
dogfight inside
IndiGo aircraft

EAUSHIK PRADHAN @ otkata

IN a hizarre incident in an In-
diGo Might on Mumbai-Kolkata
route, a passenger slapped ane
af his eotmvellers, on Friday
The incident took place before
the flight took off from Mum-
bai. The two persons were
handed over to the police alter
the Might landed at Kolkata at
535am in the morning

The defaulters were detained
at the MSCBI alrport police sta-
tion and were let off with a
wiirning. The police suspect that
the victim might have a mental
health issue, The names and
identities of the possengers were
not disdosed. Indigo responded
to the incident in a statermenton
X saying, “We are aware of an
ineident involving a physical al-
tercation on board one of our
Dights,” adding that such actions
are unacceptable and that the
crew acted according to their
tandard operating procedures.
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Navi Mum airport, airlines
negotiate parking charges

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL
£ Flawy [ed®y

DISCUSSIONS regarding high
parking fiees are underway be
tween Navi Mumbai Inter na-
thonal Alr port (IMVIA) and air
lines, Including business jet
operators. Both parties aim to
teach a Anal agreesment soon,
as commercial Mights are sel to
begin operations in Oeiobes
“Airlines and basiness alr
craft operators had earlier
written a letter to the Ajrports
Econamic Rigalatory Author
ity of India (AERA) and the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
nbaut proposed high park ing
charges at the upeaming Mavi
Mumba i Internat ional Alrpart
INMIAY " 2add o souroe imil
iar with the development.
“Oar negot ation with the air
port aperator i at the fnal
stape. We expect {o come to an

agrerment soon” he added

The souree s tated that NMILA
has proposed to charpge 35 per
heear per et ric tonne for the
first two hours of parking.
This is more thon 3 t imes com
pared b the existing T7.08 per
hour per tonne &t Chhat rapati
Shivaji Maharaj Inter national
Alrport™s Adrline execot]ves
believe that this cost stroetae
wotlld lead o a rise in opers
thonal FEpeEnSes,

The NMIA is being devel-

oped by Mavl Mumbai Inter na-
tonal Alrport Lim ited. o spe
eial purpnoss vehiele, It s a
joint venture between Adani
Adrport Hokl ings Lid (AAHLY
(74% stake) and City and In-
dustrial Development Corpo
ration of Maharashica (C10
CON(% stake), AAHL isalso
the promoter of CSMLA.

Hes ides parking fees, the
user development fes (ITDF) at
the NMIA haz been Kept
higher than at the Mumbai
Alrpart. Regulator AERA has
allowed levying of UDF of up
o £1,225 ot the NMIA on an
mf-hoc basis,

Passengers Mving oul from
the airport will have to shell
out 600 for domestic Dights
anmd T1,.225 for international
Bights as the UDE. Those fying
In will pay a UDF of T230 for
dlome=t be and 625 For infer nn
tional Might=, excluding taxes
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Air India crash: UK families await update on DNA-matched remains

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

ritish families, wailing
Bfur the remains of rela-
tives aboard the London-
bound Air India 171 ]:rl,a.m:
that crashed soon after takeoft
from Ahmedabad airport, are
expecting confirmation on
DMNA matches after high-level
India-UK Government lalks,
their legal team has said.
Keystone Law, which has
been working with aviation
experts to assist many of the
families who lost loved ones in
the June 12 crash, called for
urgency in the process this
week.
During Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's UK visit last

week, Downing Street had con-
firmed that Prime Minister
Keir Starmer had discussed
the Air India Plam: crash dur-
ing their bilateral talks against
the backdrop of UK media
reports of mislabelling of some
remains repatriated to Britain.

“The UK and Indian
Governments have held high-
level talks, as a result of the
international media coverage o
this problem,” said James
Healy-Pratt, Aviation Partner at
Keystone Law.

It is believed that some
matched DNA remaing may
now have been located in India
Confirmation is awaited,” he
said.

The 241 passengers and crew
who died in the disaster

included 52 British nationals,
with two out of 12 cashkets
repatriated to the UK for last
rites found o be incorrectly
identified.

The Ministry of External
Adfairs (MEA) had responded
to the UK reports to stress that
“all mortal remains were han-
dled with utmaost professional-

ism and with due regard for the
dignity of the deceased”.

“We are continuing Lo work
with the UK authorities on
addressing any concerns relat-

ed (o this issue.” the MEAS offi-
clal spokesperson said in a
statement last month.

Asked to estimate the scale
of the issue, Keystone Law
said of a sample of 12 caskets
rc].'rulrialrd from India to the
UK, two were “mislabelled,
mishandled and misidentified”

“Extrapolated oul — with an
unacceplable error rate of 15
per cent, that would sugpest 40
sets of remains may have been
mislabelled, mishandled and
misidentified. That is a known
unknown, and many of the
families’ loved ones have been
cremated already,” said Healy-
Pratt. Last month, an inquest
into the deaths of some of the
Britizh passengers was opened
and adjourned in London, with

the process of identification
overseen by the Senior Coroner
under UK procedures.

It came #s a preliminary
report by the Indian Aircraft
Accident Investigation Burean
{AAIB) found that fuel to bath
engines appeared to have cut
oft shortly after takeoff

The engines tried to restart,
bt it proved too late to prevent
the Boeing 787 Dreamliner
aircraft from crashing into
Ahmedabad’s B] Medical
College, claiming 19 lives on
the ground.

Keystone Law called for fur-
ther clarity about the transi-
tioning of the fuel cutofl
switches and which voice was
saying what on the excerpts of

the Cockpit Voice Reconder.
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The SURAQY Statesman

With which is incorporated
The Englishman ~ founded 1821

Serial lapses

n audit by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA), uncovered 51 safety violations at Air India,

including seven Level | lapses - those considered
serious enough to “seriously endanger safety”. These rev-
elations arrive in the shadow of the Air India Flight 171
crash of 12 June, a tragedy that claimed 241 lives on
board and 19 on the ground, with dozens more injured
in Ahmedabad’s B.]. Medical College area. A 171 ~ a
Boeing 787 8 Dreamliner bound for London - lost engine
power seconds after takeoff. Both fuel control switches
inexplicably shifted to “CUTOFF," resulting in a complete
loss of thrust. After a last-minute Mayday call, the aircraft
crashed into a densely populated neighbourhood. It was
the deadliest aviation disaster in India in nearly thirty
years, and the first fatal hull loss of a Boeing 787. While
DGCA has stated that larger carriers tend to generate a
higher number of audit findings due to their complexity,
this explanation offers little comfort. Serious failures such
as inadequate pilot training, use of unapproved simula-
tors, and poor rostering are not inevitable by-products
of scale ~ they are symptoms of operational complacency
and oversight failure. India’s aviation boom has outpaced
its regulatory preparedness. With increased routes, newer
fleets, and ambitious international tie-ups, operational
complexity is rising faster than oversight capacity. This
imbalance must be corrected. A robust civil aviation sec-
tor needs not only investment and expansion, but deep-
rooted institutional vigilance. Without strengthening
DGCA's resources, staffing, and independence, expecting
sustained safety in a liberalised market is not only unre-
alistic ~ it is dangerous. The fact that some violations
were self-reported is a welcome development, suggesting
a shift towards a more transparent safety culture. But
transparency must not be mistaken for accountability.
If DGCA fails to act firmly on these findings, it risks cre-
ating a precedent where disclosure becomes a substitute
for action. Levell violations demand not only internal
fixes but also public timelines, independent verification,
and regulatory enforcement. This is not just about Air
India. It is about a regulatory and operational ecosystem
that must adapt to the evolving demands of air safety.
Scheduled audits and post-event reviews can no longer
serve as the backbone of aviation oversight. What is
needed is a real-time, technology-enabled system of
monitoring, supported by surprise inspections and ongo-
ing crew performance audits. Public confidence in
India’'s skies is fragile, especially in the aftermath of the
Ahmedabad crash. Flyers have expressed heightened
anxiety, and the psychological toll of repeated aviation
tragedies cannot be dismissed. Rebuilding trust will
require more than press releases and procedural assur-
ances - it will need visible, sustained, and systemic
reform. Safety is not a formality ~ it is a culture. It must
be reinforced from the cockpit to the boardroom, with
the DGCA leading by example. If India is to prevent
another tragedy, it must move beyond audits-as-routine
and toward enforcement-as-commitment. The skies -
and passengers ~ demand nothing less.

- . .. A . s msEaAw_ _ A .

@hfswﬁm Sun, @3 August 2025 @

https://epaper.thestatesman.c
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IndiGo bars man who
slapped co-passenger
from all its ﬂ]ghts

‘Missing' Victim 1o e to put he e ;
Believed To Be On 'L .'.
TrainTo Assam "

o
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Al crash: UK families
still await update on
DNA-matched remains
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Rajnath ‘okays’
Ambala Cantt
Airport’s opening
ABITEALA, MIGUST I
Catiret Minister Anid Vi
e ifu,\.' agnic that Undon Defepos
Minigter Rajnath Singh has
aven his consent for Uhe tnas
guration of the Ambaka Can
Lomrmesnit .-".:.'1I|||t The Sl
rabion will take place as soon as
a chate i finak s Fh;—:h‘.-" wall
nitialy operate from Ambaka
fo Ao by, Luschkonow, Jarmmu
and Snnag

Responading to media
gueries, Anil Vij =ad, "Union
Deferwe  Minister Rajnath
Singh pliyved an important
e in the construction of the
airport a8 the Lund required for
the airport belonged to the
Army. He hdped in providing
that land Therefore, T hud
reuestes] him to inougurmts
the airport, The insuguration
5 being plinned around
Avgust 157 —TNS
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Moreexpertsjoin Air India
crash probe, govt tells Parl

TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

MEW EVELE, ARNGIRST 1
A pare] of hurman fdor spes
cllists, sviston docbars, Skt
recomler expets and Doeing
TEBT-mibed enginesrs hus been
breonighl on boand to asss the
Agrvralt Aucichent Trnesstsg abion
Driiesani (AATH) i peobing the
crash of Arr Incla Flight ALITL
n Alwresdabad, e govem
ment mfimmed Pardiament
MaS for Cndl Asiabion
Bhirdilkhar Maohol. pesponcling
B o detaded quety n the Lok
Sabha, sied the vestagadion
e o s Subiert Blatber
Experis &5MEsR dmwn From
warkrus technial arl Fnirar-
cenibre domsaing 10 ensure a
Bkl med Dot prroks
The moel indudes exper:
enivd Bowing T pulots, tpe
el ergineers, viston readi
o specialets, hurman Bsctom

snabvels and fight reoorder

FEpht AL-IT ], operatmy fom
Lordon o Ahmedatd
raghed on June 12, nesmg
serios comeerns aver sifety
proboonls. airoraft mainfenance:
and crenw pesfarmance. A pre-
limimary repor, nesed on
Juby 12, presered] only the e
tual imfrmation avaiahle at
the time and refrained from
asogn ing hdirne,

Remiponding b cone=ns
ramel by Cangsess B Sud-
hakaran ahongl the ansparen-
oy of the probe and. potentiaol
poermatie attbdbuthon of pmhet
errar, Lhe st asmared that
the peobe B being corducted
under Hule 11 af the Azt
{lrmvesstl paitwoennl et s nnd
[rciadende) Rules, 2007, ol in
srvimilmnee with global oems
Hizpaic thk ke final meportwis
enperied b June 12, 2001

2 AUGUST 2025



Corporate Communications Directorate

TRIBUNE

DELHI

Govt should take back Air
India from Tatas: Tewari
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