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Lowvisihility on Parandurairport

projectstatusputs TVKt

FRYM
THEGROUND

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
EKANAPURAM (TAMIL NADU),
DHNS

Parandur in Kanchipuram
district — the site chosen for a
greenfield airport — was C Jo-
seph Vijay's first protest arena
as the TVK leader. The ambi-
fous project is now turning
out to be Chief Minister Vijay's
biggest challenge.

He is caught between his
promise to Ekanapuram vil-
lagers not to acquire their
farmland and houses, and the
Tamil Nadu capital’s vearning
for aswanky airport thatwould
give the state a vantage point
AMONE iINVESIOrs.

According to environmen-
talists, the praject will sub-
merge at least 12 lakes, 20
ponds and tanks, and several
irnigation tanks,

Though Electricity Minister
C T R Nirmal Kumar recently
said there was no compromise
on TVK's stand vis-a-vis the
project, thereis no government
statement on this,

This has led to confusion
among residents of the villag:
eswhose land has already been
acquired by the state-owned
Tarmil Nadu Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation.

Reports thar an industrial
estate is being considerad on
the already acquired land if
the airport project is formally
withdrawn have caused unease
among many farmers.

While some villagers plan
to protest, seeking greater

-~ J Ty

Airport factcheck
Total estimated cost

327,400cr

Total land requirement

9,740acres

1,005 houses

hiouses 1o be demalished
of which 605 are from
Ekanapuram village

compensation for their land if
an industrial estate comes up,
others oppose such a move,

“I will file a case seeking
higher compensation as it will
be used for industries to make
huge money,” said Subramani
from Parandur village who re-
cerved Rs 25 crore for 4.5acres
ofhis land.

Ekanapuram has been the
epicentre of protests since
2022asthevillage facesacom-
plete wipeout. Protestsin other
villages fizzled our over time.

“The whole of Ekanapuram
will disappear from the Tamil
Nadumap. We don'twant to be
refugeesin our own districtand
state,” 65-vear-old Madhavan,
who owns a house and nine
acres of land, told 2.

otest

Why Parandur?

# Easy accessibliity tothe
new Chennai-Bengalury
Expressway

» Easy accessibility o

1 Thirumalpur railway station

= DMK hat planned to
extend Metro network from
Ponnamalle to Parandur

Airport to
handle

10 crore
passengers
annually

G Subramanian, one of the
forces behind the protests, al-
leged that the project was be-
ing “pushed” to monetise land
parcels that several politicians
and top bureavcrats purchased
in the region in anticipation of
the project.

The village is pinning its
hopeon TVKand the new chicf
minister {o save the precious
land. On the other hand, those
who have already parted with
their land want a clear picture
on the status of the project.
Adding to this is the risk ol an-
tagonising the indusiry bodies
if the project is scrapped.

Now, the TVK government is
on a sticky wicket and it is only
tw be seen how it manages to
end this predicament.
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Fourthwildlife smuggling caseatKIA

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) recorded its
fourthwildlife smuggling case
since April, when customs of-
ficials caught two passengers
on June 29.

The accused, aged 24 and
26 vears, both from Kerala's
Kozhikode, allegedly smug-
gled four cotton-top tamarins,
one white-headed marmoset,
and a juvenile cuckoo/coucal.

Both have been arrested,
and cases have been regis-
tered by theairport's Customs
Department and the Karnata-
ka Forest Department.

“The passengers were trav-
elling on Air India Express.
This was unusual because a
majorityof thesmuggling cas-
es we have caught have been
passengers on Thai Airways,”
acustoms official told DH.

Drug export case

The airport also witnessed a
rare case of drug export last
week.

A passenger from Tamil
Nadu, bound for Kuala Lum-
pur, was intercepted on June
26 with 6.98 kg of mescaline
concealed inside a water puri-

e —— ,

White-headed marmosets Cotton-top tamarins

are endemic to eastern smuggled on June 29,
Brazil, cusToms DEPARTMENT CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT

fier. The psychedelicdrug was
worth Rs 5.58 crore.

*Such cases are rare at the
airport. We get, maybe, one
such export case involving
drugs like mescaline or am-
phetamine in a year, typically
headed towards Southeast
Asian destinations like Ma-
laysia,” the official said.

Customs officials also inter-
cepted three cases of hydro-
ponic ganja being smuggled
into the city from Thailand in
the past week.

Case of Thai national

“Another uncommon case
we intercepted this past week
involved a Thai national. A
common pattern we have
noticed concerning these

smuggling cases at the air-
port has involved residents of
Karnataka and surrounding
states. But, on June 29, a Thai
national, amaleaged 22 years,
was caught with 8 kg of ganja.
We have arrested and booked
him. He will soon go to trial,”
the official added.

On June 26, a 24-year-old
Kozhikode resident ravelling
from Bangkok to Bengaluru
via Abu Dhabiwasintercepted
with 5.96 kg of weed valued at
Rs 2.086 crore.

In another case, customs
officialsintercepted a 35-year-
old travelling from Bangkok
with 15.52 kg of weed valued
at Rs 5.43 crore on June 27.
Al accused have been arrest-
ed under the NDPS Act, 1985.
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Assam pushes aviation expansion as CM seeks
faster approval fur Sllchar Greenfield Alrpnrt

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Assam has stepped up
efforts to expand its aviation
infrastructure, with Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma urging the Centre to
expedite approval for the
proposed greenfield airport
at Silchar during a meeting
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
Kinjarapu on Thursday.

The meeting, held at the
Union Minister’s office in
Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan,
focused on accelerating
key aviation projects
aimed at strengthening air
connectivity and position-
ing Assam as a major avi-
ation and logistics hub in
the Northeast.

According to the Chief
Minister, discussions
covered the status of six
proposed greenfield air-
portsin the state at Silchar,
Manas, Umrangso, Majuli,
Diphu, and Charaideag,
along with a proposed
heliport at Haflong.

Sarma said the state

Government has completed
mostofthe preparatory work
for the Silchar airport project
and requested the Ministry of
Civil Aviation to fast-track
the approval process so that
construction can move
forward without delay.

For the remaining pro-
posed airports, both sides
agreed to expedite pre-fea-
sibility studies to enable the
projects to progress to the
next stage at the earliest.
The meeting also reviewed
the ongoing expansion of
Rupsi Airport, which has
become an important
regional aviation facility
Serving western Assam.

Speaking after the
meeting, Sarma said the
state Government views avi-
ation infrastructure as a key
driver of economic growth,
adding that improved air
connectivity would not only
enhance passenger move-
ment but also strengthen
logistics, boost tourism,
improve access to remote
regions and create new
investment opportunities.

The proposed greenfield
airports are expected to sig-
nificantly improve region-
al connectivity and support
Assam's broader strategy of
emerging as a transporta-
tion and logistics gateway
for Northeast India.
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A-l cuts fuel surcharges
for North Amecrica,
Europe flights

Air India has cut fuel surcharges for flights to
North Americe, Australia, Europe, and the UK
a5 0il prices eased in recent weeks, according
to sources, The girline announced fuel sur-
charges on April 7 amid a surge in oil and jet
fuel prices due to the West Asia conflict. The
higher costs and aimspace curbs had pushed
up operationzl expenses for the airline. Fuel
surcharpe for Morth America and Australia
flights have been cut to $200 from $280 per
ticket and that for Evrope and the UK services
have been reduced to $125 from 205, the
sources sdid on Thursday. The revised fuel
surcharpes are effective from July 1 the
sources said, Ll
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Airlines Shunz10kcr ATF Sop Scheme as Fuel Prices Dip

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: The 710,000-crore jot fuel
price stabilisation programme has
tailed to take off, with noaicine sigm-
ingup for the scheme as 8 decline in
international oil prices eroded its
appeal, sourees said.

The TTnion Cabinet last month ap-
proved  a  one-time F0NCTOM
scheme to compensate state-owned
fuel retaiters for selling aviation tur
bine fuel (ATE) to airlines at capped
prices forup to three years, aiming to
shield carriers from surging Tuel
eoshs briggered] by the West Asia eri-
sis. The schame was voluniary, and
aifdines were to sign agrocments
with oil marketing companics to

avail ol hecapped price of aboul #7115
por litre. Howewer, no airline has
signed upforthe schomesofar soure-
o5 said. This could possibly be be-
cause international il prices started
to fall around mid-June, making the
capped price unattractive,

On July 1, aviation turbine fuel
(ATT) prices in fact dropped Lo 7000
peer litre Teom 7116 rale that was an-
nou rcesd o June 5.

Under the voluntary scheme, par
ticipating airlines were to pay afixed
freeonboard  (FOB)  benchmark
price of TB6.12 per litre, plus airport
charges, oil company margins and
applicable taxes, resulling in an ef-
fective selling priceod #115 perlitre in
Delhi, 4.5 in Mumbai and 7139 in
Chennai. Airlines that de not opt forr

thie sehesttie are Lo pay marke-Tinked
prices. Sources said market-linked
ATFpriceswere around T42 por [itre
when the scheme was announced on
June 3. However, prices have since
softened following an interim pesce

deal betwesn the US and

lran, easing concerns

ower potential supply dis-

ruptions  through  the
Strait of Hormuz, a key global il
shipping route. The scheme was an
nounced to give airlines clarity on
fuel prices. Those opting into the
price stabilisation scheme were to
continue o receive ATF al #9115 per
litre Tor wpkn thres vears, insulated
from  global  benchmark  Muetu-
ations. While non-participating car-
rieraswill benefitfrom price declines,

thiey also Faes Wigher costs when in-
ternational rates risc. Sources said
th scheme was completely volun-
tary and airlines had to makeacallif
they wanted to participate init, With
no airlines signing up, the scheme
has not technically been put in mo-
tion, they said,

When the government announoced
the capped ATT price of 715 per
litre, the prevailing retail price in
Delhi was about 7105 per litre, a level
that had remained unchanped
since April after only apartial pass
through of higher slobal tuel costs
iriggered by the outhreak of the
West Asia conflict in lale Febroary
The price fresze resulied in losses
for state-vamicd oil marketing com-
panics on ATE adding to under-re-

eowveries on petrol, diesel and TPG,
soUrees said.

To address these losses, the Union
Cabinet had approved a 700,000-crore
price stabilisation scheme aimed al
capping AT prices and shielding
airlines from volatility linked to peo-
political tensions, while also sup-
porting the financial health of state-
pwmied oil companies.

TInder the scheme, whenover gloh-
al benchmark prices rose above the
base rateof TH6.32, the povernment
was to provide an interest free ad
vance to oil marketing companies
oy cover Lhe differance, When pric-
s fell, the differential was to he re-
vovered From the companies dnd re-
turned to the Consolidated Famnd of
India
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Biz Jet Cos Seek Relaxations in Flight Duty Norms for Pilots

BMumbai: Private jot operators’ as-
socialion BADA has sought certain
relaxations in fight duty norms for
pilots operating chartersd Mights
withaviation watchdog DGCA likely
to set up acommities to look into the
demandz as well as suggest changes,
aceording to industry sources.
Representatives of the Business
Adreraft  Operators’”  Association

(BAOA) discussed the FIFIL (flight
duty time limitations). extended di
version time operations (EDTO and
other issues during their meeting
with DGCA officials recently

BACA represents more than W0 en-
titics engaged in businessand gener-
al aviation, as perits website.

Sources said with collaborative of-
torts, changes can be made to the ex-
isting FIVI'L norms for business jet

operators in order to bring them on
par with plobal best practices.

One of the demands from the asso-
cialion is to align norms for long-
range husiness jels with the global
standards.

With advanced aireraft coming in,
there are more long-range flying op-
tioms, and against this backdrop, the
limit should be increased, the soure-
essaid.~PTl
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Al Express Fully
Restores Flights
to West Asia

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Air India Express
has fully restored flights on its
network to West Asia, its largest
and busiest international mar-
ket, with the resumption of ser-
vices to Oman and Kuwait. The
Tata Group-owned airline had
halted flights to certain West
Asia destinations after the Iran
war broke out on February 28.

Air India Express currently
operates around 780 weekly
flights between India and West
Asia, connecting 18 Indian citi-
es directly with the region.
With resumption of services to

Salalah in Oman
and Kuwait, con-
nectivity to all
destinations
across the West
Asia network
has been resto-
red, the budget airline said in a
statement Thursday.

“Flights on the Kozhikode-Sa-
lalah route will resume from 2
July. Services between Kozhi-
kode and Kuwait will resume
from 3 July, while flights betwe-
en Bengaluru and Kuwait will
begin from 4 July, with frequen-
cies increasing in phases over
the comingdays,” it said.

‘With a fleet of over 100 planes,
Air India Express operates mo-
re than 500 flights daily connec-
ting 43 domestic and 16 interna-
tionaldestinations.

Meanwhile, Air India has cut
fuel surcharges for flights to
North America, Australia, Eu-
rope, and the UK as oil prices ha-
veeased, according to sources.
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TOUR & TRAVEL OPERATORS REPORT IMPROVED BOOKINGTRENDS

West Asia travel rebounds,
airlines restoring capacity

SUGANDHA MUKHERIEE
New Delhi, July 2
AFTER HNEARLY FOUR-

MONTH disruption, Indian
travellers appeared to have
regainedtheirappetitetofly to
and through West Asia, with
online travel platforms and
tour operators reporting
improved booking trends and
renewed consumer confidence.
Airlines, however, are still
rebuilding capacity.
According totour and travel
operators, thebooking momen-
tum has strengthened follow-
ing a deal between the US and
Iran."Whileitisstill early tocall
it afullrecovery, travellerconfi-
denceseemstobeimprovingas
operational disruptions ease
and aidines resume normal
schedules. Search intent has
reported a high single-digit
growthoverthe past fewweeks,
thebookingmomentumisalso
improving, particularly for
Dubai and AbuDhabi, that con-
tinue toremain key transitand
leisure hubs for Indian trav-
gllers,"said Rikant Pittie, CEQ
andco-founder, Ease My Trip.
Industry executives say the
conflict caused travellers to
postpone, rather thanabandon
travel plans.”India’s outbound
travel market continues to
demonstrate strong resilience
and sustained demand. While
geopolitical developments can
influence booking patterns in
the short term, the broader
appetite for international
travel remains robust,"” said
Bharatt Malik, senior vice-
president, air and hotel busi-
ness, Yatra Online.
According to Malik, the eas-
ing of airspace restrictions is
translating into higher book-
ings. "Dubai, Abu Dhabi and
Doha are currently witnessing
the strongest rebound in
demand. These destinations
continueto benetitfrom strong
air connectivity, established
tourism infrastructure, and
their position as key transit
hubs forinternational travel.”
Nina Prasad, a senior

JOURNEY TO WAR-PRONE REGION

mBooking Easing of
momentum has ETE RS
strengthened restrictions
following a deal EEEETET TR
between the into higher
US and Iran bookings
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m UAE, India’s largest intemational aviation market, had

969,332 scheduled seats during in June, down 15.1% y-o-y

teacheratthe Indian School Al
Ghubra in Muscat, Oman, had
planned to visit her daughter
in New Delhi in May, but post-
ponedthe trip to late June."The
situation appears tobenormal
again, sowe came to India. We
will be returning in another
week,"she said.

Erick Massey, who lives in
Londonand plans to visit India
inAugust,wasinitially hesitant
about booking an Emirates
flight to Delhiwith astopoverin
Dubai. “Now, hopefully, there
won't be any problem. Also,
flightswitha layoverare usually
cheaperthan directflights from
the UK, hesaid.

A Cleartrip spokesperson
confirms a single-digit
growth in demand. “Among
destinations, Jordan and
Kuwait have witnessed maxi-
mum bookings.”

Tour operators say West Asia
depicts resilience when it
comes to traveller interest.
"Destination favourites such as
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Oman
are seeing renewed interest,
supported by attractive value
propositions and strong con-
sumer confidence,” said Abra-
ham Alapatt, president and

group head-marketing, service
quality,value added services &
innovation, Thomas Cook
(India) and SOTC Travel.

Airlines say capacity isnow
being restored as operations
normalise."IndiGo has been
progressively restoring its
India-Middle East capacity.
Full reinstatement may take a
littlelongerassome airportsin
the region continue to have
restrictions or infrastructural
constraints. However, elevated
fuel costs remain a significant
challenge, necessitating fuel
surcharges and higher fares,
which are moderating the
demand. Given these circum-
stances,weare observingarea-
sonably healthy demand for
services between India andthe
Middle East for the peak sum-
mer season..” an IndiGo
spokespersonsaid.

Air India Express has also
resumed services across its
West Asia network, restoring
connectivitytoSalalah in Oman
and Kuwait. The airline cur-
rently operates around 780
weekly flights between India
and West Asia, connecting 18
Indian cities directly with the
region. Frequencies on some

Kuwait routes will be increased
in phasesoverthe coming days,
the airlinesaid.

Datafromaviation analytics
firm OAG shows that the sched-
uled airline capacity between
India and key West Asian desti-
nationsin Juneremainedbelow
last year's levels. The United
Arab Emirates, India’s largest
intermational aviation market,
had 969,33 2 scheduled seats
duringthe month,down15.1%
year-on-year. Capacity to Oman
declined 15.8% to 133,095
seats, while Qatar was down
7.6%to 193,261 seats. Saudi
Arabia witnessed a relatively
smaller decline of 3.7% to
229,673 seats.

The disruption, caused by
geopolitical tensions, was also
reflected in global aviation
trends. According to the Inter-
national Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA), air passenger
demand globally was down
2. 2% year-on-year in May."The
declinewas centered oncarriers
in West Asiawith a 28.4 %0 year-
on-year fall. That's a significant
improvementcomparedwitha
46.6% decline in April,” said
WillieWalsh,director generalof
IATA, ina report.
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IndiGo unveils cabin
baggage-only fares

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Wednes-
day announced a new fare
option - ‘IndiGo Lite’, for its
economy class passengers, an
entry level fare that would
allow flyers with only cabin-
baggage to pay just for the util-
ised services.

The airline said this new fare
will be available for booking
exclusively on IndiGo's direct
channels including the website,
mobile application and contact
centre, starting Wednesday for
travel effective July 15, 2026. It

also said that the new fare will
be applicable across its domes-
tic and international, non-stop
routes for one-way, roundtrip,
and multicity journeys, for
both adult and child passen-
gers.

“Customers will enjoy a
lower base price with an auto-
assigned seat at no additional
cost, and a cabin bag allowance
of up to 7 kg.” the airline, which
is operated by InterGlobe Avia-
tion, said in a statement on
Wednesday. HTC
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Air India cuts fuel surcharges
for some international flights

HT Correspondent

Etters@hindustantimes oom

NEW DELHI: Air [ndia has reduced
fuel surcharges for flights to North
America, Australia, Europe and
the UK, reversing part of the hike it
had announced in April following
the West Asia conflict, as oil prices
have eased in recent weeks,
according to airline officials,

The revised fuel surcharges
came into effect on July L

As per them, the fuel surchar-
ges [or flights to North America
and Australia have been reduced
to 5200 per ticket from 5280, while
those for services to Europe and
the UK have been cut to $ 125 from
§205, an official said on Thursday.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
accounts for around 40% of an air-
line's total operating costs.

On April 7, the Air India Group
had announced fuel surcharges
ranging from $24 to $280 for inter-
national flights, except on certain
routes, and from 299 to TRII for
domestic flights.

The airline had introduced the
surcharge following a spike in jet
fuel prices triggered by the West
Asia conflict. Higher fuel costs and
airspace restrictions had increased
its operating expenses.

Speaking on the impact, Ajay

Prakash, former president of

Travel Agents Federation of India
(TAFT), said, "After the West Asia
crisis, people have been travelling

when they needed to, so [ don’t
thinkit made a huge difference to
traffic. However, people weren't
really looking to travel unless they
absolutely had to or had booked in
advance.” . .whatever the reason,
as far as we are concerned, it's a
welcome move because airlines
are very quick to increase fuel sur-
charges but very slow to reduce...”

An industry insider, request-
ing anonymity, said, “T would
have expected that if you are
reducing or decreasing the fuel
surcharge, it should have hap-
pened across the routes... What
about the Far East? What about
the Middle East? You are using
fuel to fly there as well. So [ can-
not understand the logic...”
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Airlines shun 10K cr aviation
el subsidy as fuel prices fall

The scheme was voluntary, and airlines were to sign agreements with
oil marketing cos to avail of the capped price of about Rs 115 per litre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Rs 10,000-
crore jet fuel price stabilisation
programme has [ailed 1o lake
off, with no airline signing up
for the scheme as a decline in
international oil prices evoded
its appeal, sources said.

The Union Cabinet last
month approved a one-time Bs
10,000-crore scheme to com-
pensate state-owned (uel retail-
ers for selling aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) to airlines at capped
prices for upto three years, aim-
ing to shield carriers from surg-
ing fuel costs triggered by the
West Asia crisis.

The scheme was volun-
tary, and airlines were Lo sign
agreements with oil market-
ing companies to avail of the
capped price of aboul Bs 115

r litre. However, no airline
ﬁs signed up for the scheme
s0 far, sources said.

This could possibly be
because international ol prices
started to fall around mid-
June, making the capped price
unaltractive.

On July 1, avialion tue-
bine fuel {ATF) prices in fact
dropped to Rs 110 per litre
from Bz 115 rate that was
announced on June 9.

Under the voluntary
scheme, participating  air-
lines were to pay a fixed free-
on-board (FOB) benchmuark
price of Bs 86,32 per litre, plus
airport charges, oil company
margins and applicable taxes,
resulting in an effective sell-

I-—l---n-ml :

IndianQilAviation

On July 1, ATF prices in fact dropped to
Rs 110/litre from Rs 115 rate that was
announced on June 9. Market-linked ATF
prices were around Rs 142 /litre when the
scheme was announced on June 3

I"|!"-:.

Hig hlic

announced to give
airlines carity an
fuel prices

» Those apting into the
price stabilisation
scheme were to continue
1o receive ATF ot Rs
115 per litre for upto
three years, insulated
from global benchmark
fluctusatians

» ATF typically occounts
for 40% of alrline
operating expensas &
can rise 1o around G0
per cent during period
of sharp volatility

ing price of Rs 115 per litre
in Deelhi, Bs 114.5 in Mumbai
and Rs 139 in Chennal Airlines
that do not opt for the scheme
are to pay market-linked prices.

Sources said market-linked
ATF prices were around Rs 142
per litre when the scheme was
announced on June 3. How-
ever, prices have since softened
following an interim peace deal
between the US and Iran, eas-
ing concerns over potential
supply disruptions through the
Strait of Hormuz, a key global
oil shipping route.

The scheme was announced
to give atrlines clarity on fuel
prices. Those opting into the
price stabilisation scheme were

to continue 1o receive ATF at
Rs 115 per litre for uple three
Era.'r.u. insulated from E]ui:m.l
enchmark fluctumtions. While
non-participating carriers will
benefit from price declines,
they also face higher costs
when international rales rise.
Sources said the scheme
was completely voluntary, and

airlines had to make a call if

they wanted to participate in it

With no airlines signing up,
the scheme has not technically
been put in motion, they said.

When the government
announced the capped ATF
price of Ks 115 per litre, the pre-
vailing retail price in Delhi was
about Rs 105 per litre, a level

that had remained unchanged
since April after only a par-
Hal pass-through of higher
global fuel costs triggered by
the outhreak of the West Adia
conflict in late February. The
price freeze resulted in losses
for state-owned oil marketing
companies on aviation lurbine
fuel, adding to under-recover-
ies on petrol, diesel and LPG,
sources sajd.

To address these losses, the
Union Cabinet had approved a
Rs 10,000-crore price stabilisa-
tion scheme aimed at capping
ATF prices and shielding air-
lines from vaolatility linked to
geopolitical tensions, while alsa
supporting the financial health

of state-owned oil companies.

Under the scheme, when-
ever global benchmark prices
rose above the base rate of Rs
86.32, the povernment was
to provide an interest-free
gidvance o oil marketing com-
panies to cover the difference.
When prices fell, the differen-
tal was to be recovered from
the companies and returned
to the Consolidated Fund of
India.

ATF typically accounts for
about 40 per cent of airline
operating expenses and can rise
to as much as 60 per cent dur-
ing pertods of sharp volatitity.

Sources said international
jet fuel prices had climbed 1o
as high as Bs 142 per ltre in
May from pre-war rates of Rs
60.50 per litre, raising concerns
over airline operating costs and
potential fare increases.

The new arrangement,
they said, was not a subsidy
but a temporary stabilisation
framework intended to smooth
volatility in fuel prices while
ensuring accountability, mon-
itoring and full recovery of
funds.

For passengers, the most
tmporiant benefit of this deci-
sion is that it will help 1o mod-
erate sudden increases in
airfares that often resull from
sharp spikes in fuel prices. By
reducing the exposure of air-
lires to extreme [uel price fluc-
tuations, the government alms
to mintmise the pass-through
of such costs o travellers and
provide greater fare stability.
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Al Express resumes
all flights to West Asia

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express on Thursday said
it has restored services to
all destinations in the West
Asia network, with flights set
o commence o Oman and
Euwait.

The Tata Group-owned
airline had suspended services
to cerfain West Asia destina-
tions in the wake of the con-
flict in the reghon.

Currently, the carrier
operates around 780 weekly
ﬂi.gl'lts between India and West
Asla connecting 18 Indian cit-
tes dircv:ﬂ}' with the region.

With resumption of ser-
vices to Sal: in Oman
and Kuwail, connectivity to
all destinations across the
West Asia network has been
restored, the airline said in a
release.

ey

“Hights on the Kozhikode-
Salalah route will resume
from 2 July. Services between
Kozhikode and Kuwait will
resume from 3 July, while
flights between Bengaluru
and Kuwait will begin from 4
July, with frequencies increas-
ing in phases over the coming
days” it zaid.

With a fleet of over 100
planes, Air India Express
operates more than 500
Hights daily connecting 43
domestic and 16 international
destinations. i
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Int’] air ticket prices likely to go down

5 LALITHA @ New Dethi

FLYERS are set to get some re-
lief from the exorbitant air
fares levied on most interna-
tional routes in the last four
months ever since the West
Asia crisis broke. The fuel sur-
charge cess, a crucial compo-
nent of the air fare, has been
reduced by the Air India from
July 1. The other airlines may
follow suit soon as government
directives mandate passing on
the relief to the customers.

Crude oil prices dipped to
less than $70 (T6,666) per barrel
on June 30, the lowest since the
West Asia conflict began on
February 28. [t is reliably learnt
that the Air India on Wednes-
day announced a reduction in
its international fuel surcharge
cess by 38% for its Europe and
UK routes while it is down by
28.5% on the Australia and the
MNorth America routes. “The re-
duction will definitely be
passed on to the customers.
Even if it goes down by a small
figure, it would be substantial
savings for the public as even 10
per cent on a ticket fare of 71
lakh will work out to 10,000 for
aflyer,"” a source said.

The Air India had officially
announced the revision of its

Al fuel surcharge revision

Air India had announced the
revision of its fuel surcharge to
Europe to 19,520 per passenger
from the midnight of April 10. It
has been reduced to 11,900 now.
The airline had said that there
would be 226,000 surcharge for
MWorth America and Australia.

fuel surcharge to Europe (in-
cluding the UK) to $205(719,520)
per passenger from the
midnight of April 10. It has
been reduced to $125 (T11,900)
now. The airline had also an-
nounced then that there would
be 5280 (T26,664) surcharge for
Morth America and Australia
which will now be reduced to
8200 (T10.045) “These are sub-
stantial reductions,” another

™

West Asia connectivity

Air India Express on Thursday
announced that it has restored
connectivity to all destinations
across its West Asia network with
the resumption of services to
Salalah in Oman and Kuwait.
Flights on the Kozhikode-Salalah
route resume from July 2.

source added.

IndiGo did not respond offi-
clally on the issue. It i= reliahly
learnt that IndiGo, which is
among the three major interna-
tional airlines from India, also
must reduce its international
fare as it is a government man-
date that “passing through” of
the benefit happens to the pub-
lic, a source said. The AirIndia
Express said that it would get

back on the issue of fare
reduction.

Spicejet, which operates to
Dubai internationally, said that
it had not effected any increase
in the international surcharge
cess earlier. “We did not in-
crease the prices during the
peak of the crisis. So, this does
not apply to us.” The domestic
aviation turbine fuel too came
down on July 1 from 71.10 lakh
per kilo litre from 71.25 per kilo
litre. However, it is unlikely
that this reduction will be
passed on to consumers, said
an airline source.

Air India Express on Thurs-
day announced that it has re-
stored connectivity to all desti-
nations across its West Asia
network with the resumption
of services to Salalah in Oman
and Kuwait. Flights on the
Eozhikode-Salalah route
resume from July 2. Services
between Kozhikode and Kuwait
resume from July 3. while
flights between Bengaluru and
Euwait begin from July 4, with
frequencies increasing in phas-
es over the coming days.

The Eozhikode-Salalah serv-
ice will operate twice every
week. Services between
Kozhikode and Kuwait will op-
erate once a week from July 3.
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Al Express restores all West Asia flights

EN5 ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Delhi

AlIR INDIA Express has re.
stored connectivity to all desti-
nations across its West Asia
network with the resumption
of services to Salalah in Oman
and Kuwait. The budget carrier
of the Air India group had tem-
porarily suspended flights
across West Asia in the wake of
the war between the US-Israel
coalition and Iran. during
which the region witnessed
heavy bombardment and fre-
quent airspace closure.

The West Asia crisis, which
began on February 28 and trig-
gered a sharp rise in energy
prices, including jet fuel, is now
in the final stage, with the re-
lated parties continuing to hold
peace talks. Energy prices. in-
cluding jet fuel prices, which
account for 30-40% of an air-
line's operating cost, have seen
a sharp fall in recent weeks,

Earlier on Friday, Air India
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director Campbell
‘Wilson had told employees that

e L
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the airline may restore some of
the flights it had cut in recent
times because of the West Asia
conflict. He stated that the call
will be taken if easing tensions
in West Asia continues to keep
fuel prices lower and more air-
space accessible.

Adr India Express flights on
the Kozhikode-Salalah route
resume from 2 Julw Services
between Kozhikode and Kuwait
resume from 3 July, while
flights between Bengaluru and
Euwait begin from 4 July, with
frequencies increasing in phas-
es over the coming days.

The Kozhikode-Salalah serv-

ice will operate twice every
week. Services between
Kozhikode and Kuwait will ini-
tially operate once a week from
3 July, increasing to three week-
Iy flights from 5 July:. With this
resumption, Air India Express
now operates from two airports
in the Sultanate of Oman: Mus-
cat International Airport and
Salalah International Airport.
Adr India Express has also re-
instated flights between Mus-
cat and Mangaluru starting 3
July. The airline operates about
40 weekly flights from Muscat
to 7 destinations in India.
Bengaluru-Kuwait services

780

Weekly flights Air India cumrently
operates between India and West

* Asia, connecting 18 Indian cities
directly with the region

will operate once a week from 4
July, increasing to three weekly
flights from 7 July All Air India
Express flights to and from Eu-
wait will operate from Termi-
nal 4 at Kuwait International
Adrport. With flights to 13 des-
tinations across Bahrain, Ku-
wait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab
Emirates, Air India Express is
one of the leading carriers con-
necting India with the region.

The airline currently oper-
ates about 780 weekly flights
between India and West Asia,
connecting 18 Indian cities di-
rectly with the region.
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Airlines shun subsidy
as fuel prices fall

NEW DELHI: The ¥10,000 crore
jet fuel price stabilisation
programme has failed to take
off, with no airline signing up
for the scheme as a decline in
international oil prices eroded
its appeal, sources said. The
scheme was voluntary, and
airlines were to sign
agreements with oil marketing
companies to avail of the
capped price of nearly

115 per litre. EN5S
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FAIR GAME
Lower IndiGo
fares for those
travelling light

New Delhi: IndiGo sald on
Wadnesday it has introduced
lower fares for passengers
travelling with only cabin bag-
gage, &S carriers seek to un-
bundle services o lower thcket
prices.

Last month, rival Afr India
also Introduced A basic econo-
my fare without complimenta-
Ty meals for “priceconsclous
trivellers”

Indian alrlines have been
grappling with higher costs
after the lran war drove up jet
fue] prices, thelr blggest ax-
pense, while also contanding
with afrspace closures and in-
tensifying competition

IndiGo's entry-level fare,
called ‘IndiGo Lite’, 15 a cabin
bag-only fare for the airline's
ecOnomy ckass Cusomers.

‘The fare will be applicable
across Ind1Go's domestic and
intornational ghts.

Thenew fare will be avalla-
hla fior booking exclusively on
IniliGo’s direct channels start-
ing July 1 and will be ellgihle
for trave] effective July 15,

IndiGo's Lite fare will pro-
Vide passengers with a lower
base price with an auto-as-
slgned seat at no additional
cost, and a cabin bag allow-
ance of up to 7 kllograms

Alr India Express offers
cabin baggage-only fares. In-
M1Go operates over 2100 flights
daily.

Wamern and FT1
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Airindiaslashesfuel
surchargeforEurope,
NAmericaflights

NEWDELHI, JULY2
Air India hascut fudd surcharpes
fior flights to North Americea,
as oil prices eased in recent
weeks, accomding to sources,
Fud surcharge for North
America and Australia Siphts
heve been et to S200 from S280
per ticket and that for Europe
and the UK services have been
reduced to TSD 125 from USD
205, the sources said on Thurs-
day. The revised fuel sur
charges wemne effective from
July 1, the soumes said — PTT
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