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KIA hit with
new threat

taff at Kempegowda Interna-

tional Airport received an email

threat on Sunday, warning of a
possible bomb attack on the prem-
ises. The airport police registered
an FIR on Monday and launched a
probe,

According to the complaint filed
by Laly Mary Francis, an official with
the Airport Authority of India (AAI),
the threat was sent to their official
email ID. The message read, “Powerful
explosive devices are hidden inside
backpacks placed around the Airport.
You must evacuate the building
urgently. You must hurry, or the peo-
ple inside will die, lose their arms and
legs, or even get decapitated. WE,
‘Roadkill’ and ‘Kyo' are the culprits
behind this terror attack.”

Taking no chances, the authorities
initiated a full security sweep of the
premises. The threat was later
declared a hoax. However, an FIR has
been registered. The cyber team is
now working to trace the origin of the
email using the sender’s I’ address.
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KiAreceives

bomb scare

BENGALURU, DHNS: A
bomb scare was reported
at the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA)
in Bengaluru on Sunday,
police officials said.

They said the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) received an email,
claiming that explosives
had been planted on the
airport premises.

“Powerful explosive
devicesare hidden inside
backpacks placed around
the Airport. You must
evacuate the building ur-
gently. You must hurry, or
the people inside will die,
lose their arms and legs, or
even get decapitated. WE,
‘Roadkill’and ‘Kyo’are the
culprits behind this terror
attack (sic),” the email
from roadkillandkyokill@
atomicmail. io read.

A Bomb Threat Assess-
ment Committee (BTAC)
was immediately consti-
tuted, and after a thor-
ough check, the threat was
declared a hoax. A case
has been registered by
theairport police,and an
investigation is underway,
officials said.



JJ.IRF'UH I'SAUT HUP#TY UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLKATA 2 JHIY 2hah

Disaster preparedness: Kolkata

airport conducts emergency drill

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: A full-scale emer-
gency drill simulating an aircraft
crash was recently conducted at
Kolkatas Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport,
aiming to evaluate inter-agency

coordination and the
airport’s disaster preparedness
mechanisms.

The simulation involved a
scenario where an Air India air-
craft, suffering an engine fail-
ure during arrival, skidded off
the runway amid heavy rainfall
and canght fire beyond the air-
port boundary. Though no real
aircraft was used in the exercise,
the setup was designed to repli-
cate the complexity and urgency
of a real aviation emergency.

The drill was conducted
in compliance with directives
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS). Key depart-

Visuals from the drill

PIC/MPOST

The drill was
conducted in
compliance with
directives from the
DGCA and the
BCAS

ments of the Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI), including
Air Traffic Control (ATC), Air-
port Fire Services, and Oper-
ations, took part alongside
external agencies such as the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), Indian Coast Guard,
medical teams, state police, fire
services and NGOs like Saint
John's Ambulance.
Emergency response
teams, including fire services
and rescue units, reached the
simulated crash site within

the stipulated response time.
Rescue operations, triage
and casualty evacuation were

conducted swiftly.
Bomb detection and dis-
posal squads were also

deployed as part of the opera-
tion. Ambulances transported
mock casualties to ILS Hospi-
tal and Charnock Hospital to
assess travel time under emer-
gency conditions. The exercise
caused a brief alarm among
nearby residents due to smoke,
sirens and the realistic staging
of injuries. Airport authorities
clarified that the public reaction
was anticipated and factored

into the simulation to measure
ground-level response.

A debriefing session was
held following the drill, led by
airport director Pravat Ran-
jan Beuria, chief airport secu-
rity officer, regional director of
BCAS and a deputy director of
DGCA. The session reviewed
response timelines, coordina-
tion efficiency, and areas for
improvement. Officials noted
that such full-scale drills are
typically conducted bienni-
ally, lJ'u:;:;gh this exercise was
advanced following the June
12 crash in Ahmedabad that
claimed 270 lives.
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Transport fuel use dips in June
but on year usage remains strong

COOLING OFF. Diesel consumption dropped 5.72% to 8.08 mt m-o-m, petrol use fell 6.88% to 3.51 mt

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
Mevw Dalhi

India’s consumption of key
transport fuels — diesel, pet-
rol, and jet fuel — declined in
June 2025 after surging tore-
cord levels in May, as the
early commencement of the
monsoon impacted mobility,
particularly in the second
fortnight.,

According to the Petro-
lenm Planning & Analysis
Cell (PPAC), diesel con-
sumption fell 5.72 per cent
month-on-month to around
8.08 million tonnes {mt) ona
provisional basis during June
2025. However, usage was
higher 1.24 per cent on an
annual basis,

Similarly, perrol con-
sumption declined 6.88 per
cent m-o-m 1o roughly 3.51
mt. However, usage in-
creased 6.43 per cent y-o-v.
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
usage fell 5.55 per cent m-

o-m to 732,000 tonnes, but
was higher 3.54 per cent y-
o-y. Last week, businescline
reported that the South-
West monsoon covered the
country on June 29, nine
days earlier than normal, and
the quickest in the last five
years. Even though actual
rainfall during June 1-15 was
below normal, the monsoon
revived from Jume 15-16,
helping to build up precipita-
tion in the second half,

SUSTAINED LEVELS
Analysts said that transport
fuel consumprion had been
inching up since March, cul-
minating in record usage
during March to May, backed
by robust industrial, com-
mercial and mining activiry.
In June, the lull in rain
during the first fortnight
supported higher demand.
With fuel consumption re-
maining near record levels in
June, a senior official with a
domestic refiner said there

Month/  Diesel* Petral* Jet
yBar fuied* *

Apr-24 793 11 74
Ma‘,.'-H 841 346 TH4
Jun-24 188 313 TO7
Jul-24 .19 3w 17
Aug-24 &S50 336 T2
Sep-24  AI6 115 726
Oct-24 TS 341 757
Nov-24  RI1T 3143 748
Doc-24 805 331 TH2
lan-25 T4 13 T84
Feb-25 1.3 317 735
Mar-25 808 351 &0
.ﬂupr'IE 824 344 TEE
May28= 857 A77 775
June 25% RO 351 T2

Soirre: FRAC SProvisionsd
‘milkm isnes <o

was increased activity across
key horticulure hubs.
“Besides, the growth in
goods movement was sup-
ported by pre-stocking for
monsoon. Vacation travel

Fuel demand was
boosted with
better highway
infrastructure

and sustained
tourism push

boosted perrol consump-
tion. Jer fuel usage will con-
tinue to grow at a similar
pace as domestic and inter-
national travel expands and
more GiFpoEts become opera-
tional,” he added.

Further, an analyst said
that growing affluence is
driving up personal vehicle
purchases, particularly two-
wheelers and four-wheelers.
Fuel demand was hoosted
with berter highway infra-
structure and a sustained
tourism push. The majority
of consumption was driven
by the personal mobility seg-
ment. Also, the tend of
people purchasing more gas-
oline-driven SUVs isalso bol-

stering demand.

Since March this year, In-
dia’s consumption of the
three transport fuels has
been near record levels.
Diesel consumption aver-
aged 8.24 mt, while petrol
and ATF usage averaged 3.56
mt and 769,000 tonnes
respectively.

Last month, industry
chamber PHDCCI releaseda
report staring that the de-
mand for refined petroleum
products in India is expected
to grow at a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR) of
537 percent until 2030,

The demand for POL {pet-
roleum, oil and lubricant)
products will be primarily
driven by the manufacturing
and transportation sectors
(both land and air) through
2030. Light diesel oil (LD,
petrol, ATF and perrolenm
coke led the demand surge by
#.64 per cent, 8.23 per cent,
8.01 per cent and 7.52 per
cent respectively.
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Airports tap tech to reshape travel
and boost commercial potential

As travel, both domesticand outhound, continues
to remain steadfast, airports are rapidly evolving
into technology -driven hubs and reshaping

the travel expericnce while unlocking commercial
potential

A new research that surveyed over 12,000
travellers from 21 countries, inclheding 1.001 from
India. highlights how digital innovation is trans-
forming traveller behaviour, spending. and engage-
miznt at airports worldwide.

The global airport automation market size
is projected to surpe to $85.12 billion by 2033
from %5.05 billion currenthy, fuelled by fsing pas-
senger expectations and investment in digital
infrastructure.

Among the surveyed Indian travellers, 82 per
cent identified fast-track security and 85 percent
cited digital boarding passes as the most impactful
technologies, while automsted bageage drops and
advanced scanners are both highly valued by 8o per
cent of respondents.

“With travel volumes continuing to rise, airports
are looking to technokogy to hetp enhance the curb-
to-gate joumey whilst also increasing traveller
spends. Automation is freeing up valuable time,
lowering stress levels, and providing better informa-
tion tothe traveller in real time. When the experi-
ence delivers, travellers are more inclined to explore
places to relax, sample dining options ar retail
stores,” said Christopher Evans, CEO at Collinson
International. COMPILED EY AKSHARA SRIVASTAMA

Taking off
83% It:adillers.

say airports are
adopting Al and
techmology at
the right pace

8 8 Indian
% travellers
spend more
when automation
smoothes their
journey, led by
miflennials {33%:)
and Gen Z {(91%);
significantly higher
than the global
(50%) and ABAC
{EB%) average

45 travellers
% say they

gained am extra 10-
30 minutes at the

airport, while 7%

up to an hour duwe

to technology

56 dine or

% havea
drinl, 57% go shop-
ping, 56% visit an
airport lounge when
they have extra time

A1 59% lounge
interest i highest in
Imdonesia at market
level, followed by
India {56%), and the
LIAE [479%)

Souwrce! Priority Pass

{Callimuan Growp)
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KUSHINAGAR
conducts

- - e
anti-hijack
Kushinagar International
Airport held a mock drill
to test emergency pre-
paredness, including anti-
hijack scenarios, Officials
also reviewed emviron-
mental management and
passenger facilities during
a committee meeting.
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Aviation Ministry to frame dangerous goods transport
rules, proposes penalty of up toX1 crore for violations

Amausll Phadnis
Mewe Dalhi

The Civil Avisition Ministry
has proposed graded penal-

ties of up to ¥1 crore for viol-

ations in the transport of
dangerous goods, such as
flammahble substances,
gases, lithinm batteries and
radipactive materials, among
others,

The draft of the new rules
also lays emphasis on train-
ing and assessment of per-
sons  handling dangerous
goods. The handling and
transport  of  dangerous
goods is regulated as per the
government rules of 2003,

Airlines and freight for-
warders also refer to the In-
ternational Air Transport As-
sociation NOrms for
guidance.

PACKING, LABELLING
These stipulare measures for
packing and labelling and
also lay down the responsib-
ilities of shippers and air-
lines in handling and carriage
of dangerous goods.

The new rules classify the
severity of violations and
propose penalties ranging
from ¥10,000 to 1 crore on
individuals and organisa-
tions. Thus, a level-1 offence
that deals with non-compli-
ance with training-related

rule will artrace penalty of
F10,000 o T1 ; the car-
riage of dangerms goods
without regulatory approval
will artract penalry of 25
lakhto¥1 erore.

“The Aircraft (Carriage of
Dangerous Goods) Rules,
2025, seems to be a complete
overhaul of the 2003 regula-
tions, thereby incorporating
formidable changes to be
more in conformity with
modern  safery  require-
ments,” said advocare Nitin

Sarin, Managing Partner,
Sarin & Co.
“The rules empower

DGCA to t approval to
certain gn?emu; goods
shipments and perform

more smngent inspections
than before.™

TRAINING OF STAFF
Under the proposed rules,
operator certification  for
carriage of dangerous goods
will be valid for five years,
thus increasing the stability
of the new regime. The rule
also lays greater emphasis on
training and assessment of
staff engaged in the handling
of dangerous goods.

“The new rules are aligned
with ICAD technical instruc-
tions on safe transport of
dangerous goods.

“With expansion of Indian
aircraft fleet, hiring and
training requirements will

increase. While the 2003
rules recognised training
programmes, there was no
recognition for training or-
ganisarions, which s
provided in the 2025 rules,”
said Radharaman Panicker, a
certified dangerous goods
practitioner, and MD, Dan-
gerous Goods Management
India Pvt Ltd.
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Waiting for closure on Al 171

Within a week or so, the preliminary report on the
crash of Air India flight 171 1s expected to be out, but it
may or may not be conclusive. Until there’s closure on
the June 12 crash of the Boeing 787 — which went
down seconds after takeoff from Ahmedabad airport,
Killing 241 people on board and 34 on the ground —
millions who saw the plane burst into a ball of fire in
repeated television replays may struggle to get thelr
confidence back in flyving. The truth about what trig-
gered the fatal crash of the Dreamliner
should not only help bring the guilty to
book, but also outline the future course
ofaction in B¥ISEGN safery. At this point,
the truth is elusive.

Consplracy theories on social media
and elsewhere on what caused the crash
have complicated matters in the absence
ofanyofficial indication sofar, despite the
black box being found withoat much
damage soon afier the accident. Accord-

ing to reports, there were two black box NﬂT FOR

units on the aircraft that crashed — one
was recovered on June 13 and another on
June 16. Numerous " preliminary reports™

PROFIT

NIVEDITA MOOKERJI

Bureau (AAIB) — under the civil aviation ministry —
would decide on where the data wounld be decoded.
When reports started surfacing about the black box
being sent to the United States, officials clarified that
the data was actually being analysed in India. Was
there a change of mind —and ifso, why?

Asga recent report in this newspaper pointed out,
akey recommendation after the Kozhikode air crash
in Angust 2020 —inwhich Air India Express alrcraft
from Dubai overshot the runway during
landing in heavy rain. killing 31
people—was that India must develop
its own laboratory to analyse flight data
and cockpit voice recorders (black box).
In April 2025, about two months before
the Ahmedabad crash and five years
after the Kozhikode accldent, a black
box laboratory (as part of the AAIB) was
inaugurated. The confusion around
where the black box would be decoded
ended up putting a question mark on
the efficiency of the black box lab,
which came into being some 13 years
after the AAIB was set up In New Delhi.

aredoing the rounds, highlighting a range
of reasons for one of the biggest air disasters. The
blame has been fixed on everything from sabotage 1o
faulty seat configurations, pilot error to engine mal-
functicning in these reports, which are being flagged
ac artificial intellipence-generated fake content.
There's mystery surrounding the black boxas well,
partcularly reganding the analysis of the data capmured
inits recorders. As this datawould be critical in reveal-
ing the cause of the crash, the location of where the
black box has been opened and analysed ks atalking
point. Aweek after the crash, the civil aviation ministry
had said that the Aircraft Accident Investigation

People in the aviation community
claim they have a fair idea of what caused the crash
last month. While the preliminary report has to
come out within a month of the accident, which is
July 12 in this case, many experts believe there’s no
reason to wait that long if the black box data has
already been analysed.

That brings us to the significance of communi-
cation during a crisis. In the initial days after the
crash, Air India was perceived as non-communi-
cative, N Chandrasekaran, chairman of Tata Sons
and Alr India, admirted as much in a media inter-
view and said the airline was doing a course correc-

tion. Soon after, Air India Chief Executive and
Managing Director Campbell Wilson reached out to
passengers through mailers explaining the reasons
for flight cancellations, and assuaging thelr fears
with “sorry” and "thank vou'" notes. Mr Chandrase-
karan is reportedly doing a lot of heavy-lifting him-
self afrer the crash, a lot of which is on the
communication front, both Internal and external.

But it's not about Alr India alone. The many
instances of plane diversions, emergency landings
and narrow escapes in Indian aviation over the past
month are almost unprecedented. Whatever the rea-
sons — faulty rostering, fearful pilots or technical
glitches— it'stime for the regulator, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation {DGCA), to prioritise air safety
over everything else. Rather than taking knee-jerk
decisions after a major accident, safety of fliersand a
smoath aviation system in India should be its top
agenda. Equally, making effective communication a
partofthe drill in times of crisis may not be abad idea,

Az pxperts have observed, the aviation sector is
growing by leaps and bounds. Domestic air passen-
gertraffic grew from around 67 millionin 2014 to161
million in 2024, according to data from the regulator.
Against this backdrop, trained and experienced
human resource — including pilots and engineers —
i= not keeping pace with the requirement. While
refraining from commenting on the Air crash, avi-
ation experts have been raising the bigger and criti-
cal issue of regulatory oversight, which needs to
improve significantly.

The latest air crash, followed by a series of avi-
ation incidents, may be a wake-up call for India to
have an autonomous bodylike the UK Civil Aviation
Authority created by an Act of Parliament. In that
case, the civil aviation ministry would have totake a
back seat.
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Window frame of
SpiceJet aircraft
dislodges mid-air

A window frame of Spicelet’s alrcraft
operating its flight to Pune from Goa was
found dislodged mid-air but there was no
impact on passengers' safery, the airline said
on Wednesday. The frame was fixed once the
aircraft landed at the next (Pune) airport, in
accordance with standard maintenance
procedures, the airline said in a statement.
Spicedet. however. did not share other
details. "A cosmetic (interior) window frame
on one of the Q400 Alrcraft became loose
during flisht and was found dislodged.” the
airline said in a statement. PTI
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Delhi gets DGCA nod for cloud-seeding trials to mitigate air pollution in city

MEHANDI GARG
NEW DELH

Inasignificant development,
the Delhd government has se-
cured final DGCA cearance
for conducting doud-seeding
trials over the National Capi-
tal. The approval marks the
beginning of Delhi's first-
ever airhorne experiment to
mitigate pollution through
induced precipitation.

Delhi's Environment Min:
ister Manjinder Singh Sirsa
stated: “Cloud-zeeding has
been spoken about for years
but never implemented.
For 10 years, it remained
on papers. We took this
up, coordinated with 13
departments, secured all
approvals including from
DGCA, and mow Delhi will

fnally wilness cloud seed-
ing between August 30
and September 10, This is
a historic achievement.”

He also elaborated that
while the original DGCA
{Directorate General of Civil
Aviation) clearance allowed
operations between July
4 and July 11, 2035, input
from the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) and
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (ITTM) sug-
gested that monsoon clowd
palterns during this window
miay not support optinel
cloud-seeding. As a resull,
I Kanpur, in consulta-
tion with the Delhi govern-
ment, requested an alternate
window — from August
30 to September 10— het-

ter suited for the operation.

The sorties will focus on
areas most Fih‘r]}' to sup-
port low-altitude cloud for-
mation and high pollution
retention. As per the tenta-
tive flight plan prepared by
the experts, cloud -seeding
aircraft will My over Kund-
li horder zones, Alipur.

Bawana, Rohini, Burari.
Pavi Sadakpur and some
stretehes along the East-
el Peripheral Expiessway

The operations will be
led by the Department of
Aerospace Engineering, [TT
Kanpur, using aircraft VT-
HT (Cessna 206-H), which
has been fully equipped

with cloud-seeding instru-
mentation. The Hon'ble
Minister informed that the
crew has prior experience
in similar light missions.
and all mandatory DGCA
conditions, including li-
censes and certifications,
have been complied with.

“I'he cloud-seeding meth-
od will involve dispersion
of hygroscopic particles
{like sodium chloride or
olher aerosols) from below
the cloud layer, enhancing
precipitation and improwv-
img pollutant washout in
the lower almosphere,”
Minister Sirsa added.

According to DGCA per-
mission letter, the following
cunditions are (o be fulfilled:
@ Flights must be con-

ducted under Visual Flight
Rules{VFR). The aircrafi
must maintain continu-
ous vigibility of terrain and
avoid obstacles al all times.
# The use of any acrial pho-
tography or videography
equipment during the op-
eration & strictly prohibited.
#® The flight must remain
strictly within the ap-
proved airspace/region
and must avoid prohib-
ited, restricted, or notified
dirspaces, unless separate
permdssions are oblained.
# The operator must obtain
ATC dearance from the con-
cerned aerodrmes and coor-
dimate closely with aviation
traffic umits during all Mights
# All operations must be re-
corded and properly doou-

mented, DGCA should be
informed of any incident.
accident, or abnormality oc-
curring during the fights.

The operation will adhere
to all SOPs a5 per CAR See-
tion 3, Series M, Part 1. and
relevant guidelines under Air
Transport Circular 17320159

The minister emphasised
that the cloud-seeding tri-
als are part of a larger, data-
driven strategy. under the
Environment Action Plan
2025 to combat Delhiz AQI
during the winter months.

“These trials, scheduled
for late August and early
Septembier, are scientifically
timed to gather data which
will be vital to calibrating
and scaling up efforts dur-
ing the October-Docember

pericl, when Delbu by proally
Faees increased AQL levels,”
the Minister explained.

He underscored the fact
that Delhi is the only city in
India where both the Su-
preme Court and the NGT
had te step in and demand
innovation in air quality
management, “That pres-
sure existed becausze previ-
ous governments lacked the
political will to act. Today,
under the able guidance of
Chief Minister Smt Rekha
Gupta, inspired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
wvision of Viksit Delhi, we
are rewriting that nar-
rative. T am proud to be
part of a government that
doesn't wait for court or-
ders — it delivers resulis.”
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Mumbai: A group of senior Air India
pilots recreated on simulators some ad-
verse conditions, such as flying with
higher weight and temperature, and
with landing gear down and retracted
wing flapsat 50 feet, with the results sho-
wing the Boeing TA7-Eaircraft continued
fying. sources said on Wednesday. The
simulator test was carried oul indepen-
dently by the Air India Boeing 787 air-
craft fleet trainers during a simulstor
training session at the airling’s Mumbai
facility within days of the crash of an
Air India Dreamliner in Ahmedabad,
sources sail. PTI

Muomhbai: A window frame of Spice-
Jet's aircraft operating its flight to Pu-
ne from Goa was found diskedeed
mid-air but there was no impact on
passengers’ safety, the airfine said on
Wednesday The frame was fixed once
the aircraft landed at the next (Pune)
airport, in accordance with standard
maintenance procedures, the aidine

said in a statement Spicedet, howe-

ver, did not share other details. “A cos-
metic{interiorjwindow frameon one
of the Q400 Aircraft became loose du-
ring Qight and was found dislodped.”
theairline said in a statement. PTI

THE ECONCMIC TIMES DELHI 3 JULY 2025
Air IndiaPilotsCarry | Spicelet Aircraft Window
Out Simulator Test Frame Dislodges Mid-air
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Indigo launches
direct Mumbai to
Amsterdam flight

PREADING TS

+ WINGS to Europe,
Indian carmer
indiGa on

Wednesday hunchedits
flight services to
Amsterdam from Mumbai,
the airfline's second lbng
haul overseas service to be
ralled out in as many days
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Airline receives
bomb threat email

PUNE
—
A private airline’s office at
Puneairport received a bomb
threat, following which
checks were conducted at the
international airport here,
but nothing suspicious was
found, pelice said on Tuesday.
The airline received an
email at L25am on Sunday,
which  said:  “Powerful
explosive devices are hidden
inside the backpacks placed
around the airport and
planes You must evacuate
the building
urgently..people will die.” A
custormer care executive of
the airline read the email at
around 645am and alerted
authorities, an official from
Vimantal police station said.
After being alerted, per-
sonnel from the Central

A customer care
executive of the
airline read the
email at around
6.45am and alerted
authorities

Industrial Security Force
(CISF), Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad (BDDS) and
local police conducted exten-
sive searches In and outside
the airport premises.

"No suspicious object or
person was found. The threat
turned out to be a hoax,” the
official said.

Based on a complaint by
the airline staff, a case has
been registered, and the
police’s cyber team has
launched a probe to trace the
email sender, he added.
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Rupani was in Boeing 737 cockplt 2 months before A-I crash

BRENDAN DABHI
RAJKOT, JULY 2

JUST TWO mont hs before his
death in the fatal crash of Air
India fight Al 171 in Ahme-
dabad, former Gujarat Chiel
Minister Vijy Rupar was inside
the cockypit of other passenger
aircral trying o understard its
functioning.

He muade the visit on April 8
on the sidelines of a speech he
delivered on 'One Nation, One
Blection® at the Indus University
located near Rancharda village
on Ahmedabad's ouiskiris.

Hupani, was given a tour of
the Indus University and the
Western India Institute of
Aaronautic s WILA ) whichare in
the same campus, Ther, in the
parking lot, lying among fwo-
wheelers and four-wheelers,

Vijay Rupani inside the cockpitof adecommissioned Boeing
737-200 aircraft

wis a slightly bigger vehicle —a
decommiss ioned Boeing 737-
200 aincralt. Like the Dreambiner
winch crashed pwo moniths later,
this airerall was Aso manufas

tured by Boeing and had been
fiowen by Alr india befone Being
grounded and retired some
vears back, It has been kept here
for practical tramrg of students

ofaeronaiticil engmesnng.
Describing his experience,
Rupani had written on social
i “Saw the working of the
Boeing 737, Cessna, Zenith and
Miz21 through theirmodels and
real ones at the Instiute of
Asronautics.” He had also inter-
acted with the sudents.
Rupani was among the 241
people who died on June 12
when the Al 171 Boging 787-8
Deeamliner crashed mto B)
Medical Coflege’s boys hostel He
was headed to London as his
daughter Radhika shased thene.
ShaileshMandaliva, Rupanis
longiime assistant, also con-
firmed his visit fo the university
and to the aireralt during his lec-
ture in April
Captain Umang fani, whoisa
faculty member at the univer-
sity. had shown Rupant amund.
He told The mdien Express,

“Ruganig visited the arreraft and
we showed him the cockpit He
asked us how the aircraft works
Iiried to..answer his queriesre-
ganding the aircraft. the vanious
controls in the cockpit and the
funconing of the airdiner.”

Photosal the visit, shared on
the former CM's social media
pages, shovw him seated in the
First Ciffices” s seat, while Jani can
be seen seated in the Captain's
seatto his left Behind them is
Radhika Bhandari, Dean of
Audation at Inchus University,

Jani, who is an acronsutical
engineer and 4 commercial pi-
vt saied, “He (Rupani) looked a
the frontand overhead panels
and 1o a common man, the
whole system looks highly com-
plen 50 he acked about the corv
trols, insruments as well as the
backup systemns. We explained
in layrman's terms.”
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Air India pilots carry simulator
test after Ahmedabad crash

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delki

group of senior Adr
India (Al}) pilows
recreated on simuila-
tors some adverse
conditions, such as flying with
higher weight and temperature
and with gear down and
retracted flaps at 50 feet, with
the results showing the Boetng
787-8 atreraft continued fying,
sources said on Wednesday.

The simulator test was car-
ried oul independently by the
Air India Boeing 787 aircrali
[eet trainers during a training
session al the airines Mumbai
facility within days of the
crash of anm Air India
Dreamliner in Ahmedabad.

When contacted, Air India
said pilots conducted the ests
on their own and the aidine
had no role in it.

Among various theories
doing the rounds initially
regarding the posable canses
of the Air India aircralt crash
on June 12 that killed over 260
people, was that the pilot flew
the aircraft with retracted flaps
and gear down.

According to a source :
“The pilots simulated AL 171
flight conditions on their own
during the training session.
They attempted Lo create some
slightly adverse conditions like
with higher weight and high-
er lemperature, w hile keeping
gear down and retracting flaps

at 50 feet altitude. In the sim-
ulator, the aircraft continued
{lying” Flaps are movable pan-
els, located along the trailing
edge of the wings of the air-
craft, which get extended dur-
ing takeolf and landing to
increase the wings surface
area to provide more ‘Lt that

keeps the plane flying. This
additional asrodynamic foree
is crucial during low-speed
Might, like takeoll or landing.

Flaps are adjusted mnnu;j‘-
Iy by either pilot, depending on
the situation. In cruise fight,
they remain retracted.

The crash, one of the worst

air disasters in India in
decades, involved a Boeing
T87-8 Dreamliner operating as
Air India Mght Al 171, The
aircraft was en roule lo
London's Gatwick Adrport
when it crashed into a medical
hostel complex in
Ahmedabad’s Meghani Nagar
area shortly after takeoff.

Of the 242 people onboard,
241 were killed, with only one
survivor. The total death toll
stood at 260, including casu-
alties on the ground.

India’s nodal atreraft acci-
dent probe ageney, AAIB,
launched a probe after the
tragedy and constituted a mul-
tidisciplinary team on June 13

The team includes represen-
tatives from the US National
Transportation Salety Board
{NTSEB), an air traffic control
officer and an aviation medi-
cine specialist.

Last week, the Government
said data is being extracted
from black boxes, and analy-
sis of the cockpit voice
recorder and flight data
recorder is underway Lo recon-
struet the sequence ol evenls
that led to the fatal crash.
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Simulation of Al flight that crashed
puts focus on double-engine failure

crash of an Air India

plane in Ahmedabad
that killed all but one of the
242 people on board, investi-
gators and the airline are
studying possible dual en-
ginefailureasascenariothat
prevented the Boeing 787 jet
from staying airborne.

Pilots from the airline re-
enacted the aircraft’s param-
eters in a flight simulator; in-
cluding with the landing gear
deployed and the wing flaps
retracted, and found those
settings alone didn’t cause a
crash, according to people fa-
miliar with the probe.

The result, alongside the
previous discovery that an
emergency-power turbine
deployved seconds before im-
pact, has reinforced the fo-
cus on technical failure as
one possible cause.

The simulated flight was

rwentv days after the
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conducted separately from whereitexploded.

an official probe being led by
India’s Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB).
The plane was powered
by two engines made by Gen-
eral Electric Co. Video foot-
age of the aircraft showed it
struggling to gain altitude
after taking off, and then
sinking back to the ground,

Boeing declined to com-
ment and deferred any ques-
tions to AAIB, while GE said
thatitcannotcommentonan
active investigation. AAIB
and Air India did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment. BLoOOMBERG

»Gap of only 15 secs, P 14

Gap of only 15 seconds
between distress call
& Al flight impact

F Continued from P 1

T hether or why both
\\ engines would have
simuliansously lost
power TeEmains unknown,
but investigators will soek
additional clues from the two
flight récorders, whose data
has been extracted and is un-
dergning analysis. The inves-
tigation is exploring a wide
range of scenarios, thougha
eloserfoeus ison technical is-
sues, the people said.

Pilots who reviewed the
footage have pointed to the
fact that the landing gear was
already partially tilted for-
wand, suggesting the cockpit
crew had initiated the refrac-
tion sequenceal the wheels,

Atthe same time, the land.
ing-pear doors had  not
opened, which pilots =ay
might mean that the aircraft
experienced aloss of poweror
a hwdraolic failure — again
pointing to possible 1ssues
with the engines that provide
the aircraft's electricity

The engines ol modoern
aircraft are computer con-
trofled using a system called
Full Authority Digital Engine
Control (FADEC) which helps
pllots comtrol an  aircraft's
power and makes sure the en-
grines are used efficiently and

Landing-gear doors
did not open, which,
pilots say, might
mean the aircraft
experienced a loss
of power or a
hydraulic failure —
again pointing to
possible issues with
engines that
provide the
aircraft's electricity

not outside their operating
limits. Anemergency turbine
called the RAT, which deploys
from the back of the aircraft
in the case of electrical fail-
ure, was activated before the
plane erashed, as per provi-
ous findings. That fan helps
provide the aircraft with vital
power, though its far too
small to generate any Lift
Analysisof the wreckage
suggests the wing flaps and
glats, which help an aireraft
increase 1ift during takeoff,
wope oxtended correctly
The pilots, who died in the
erash, sent out a Mayday sig-
nal shortly after takeoff
There were only about 15 see-
ondds between the distress call
and impact, two people famil-
larwith the probe said
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Government gets DGCA nod

forfirst-ever cloud seeding trials
Tobeheld between Aug 30 & Sept 10, aimstofight pollution

AmsHrTa MErrs
{1V S
% EWDELIL, ULy 1
The Delhl Govermment has
recetved the lnal go-ahead
from the Directornte General
of Civil Avistion (DGCA} 1o
conduet the Copital's i
ever o seeding trials, This
imdtintne mnrks the first time
any Indion state hos secured
wvition desmaee specilically
for palluten-mutigation o]
cloud geeding opemtions
The triald we scheduled to
ke place bebwesn Aupist 30
ani Seplember 10 8 revised
temechne sug pested by micton
mligiml mxperts due 1o the
enrly omses Lol monseon. Qg
iy, the window approved
by the DGCA was between
July 4 and Fulv 11 However
in  mnsultation  with the
Irurlsn ."-'Iq't|-:1r!'\l|||{r.1L H-;nc'.
ment (IMDF and the Indian
Institute of Tropieal Meteo-
mlogy (ITM), Pune, IIT-
Knnpur recommended the
new dotes o ensame optimal
clowd oondition s

Ervirmnment Minister Man jinder Singh Sirsa addresses a press
conferencein Mew Delhion Tussdy, TREUE P00 WU R ESH ALGARWAL

T0 BE CARRIED OUT BY CREW FROM IIT-KANPUR

Thetargeled arass for the-cloid sesdmg sites irebide Aipie, Braana,
Rohind, Burarl Pawi Sacaiqus Kundli border and pars ol tha Eastern
Pestphem| Espresswey — mor= denithed o thes pollition relenton sves
ard clud formatien pol=ntid. The opemtion wil be camed ot by s iraned
e friom TR anpurs Deparime . of Aoresgon Enjinoering using airerafl
WTAT, 5 Cesania 206-H fitled with specabsad cloid sesding squipmanl.

While @mnnoiincing the
development Delhi Envi
mopment Mimster Manjin
der Singh Sk sabd:
“Cloud seeding has becn
discused for yenrs but new

er octed upon. We coondi
natied with 13 departmemis,
secured all approval and
now Delhi will witness this
hiniorie experiment”

CONTINUED ON PALE

Government gets
DGCA nod for...

The targeied arens fic the
choiid sesdin g sarties nduds
Alpur, Howaml, Hobied
Burari. PPoi Sadokpor

Fundh horder and parts of

the Eadlerm [Perpheral
Expresyaay — mres dendi
Al for Ther pollubbsn reten
thom leveds arned clod Iomma-
titm potential. The aperation
will be curried out by &
trukres] crew from ITTEon
pizr's Depaiimenl of Asro-
shace Enginesfing usng air
crall VEOT, a Caders 206-H
fittend with specaBieed cloud
el ing equigrmed

Ther process mvobven i
P MvErescipie partld sl
wihy e slium chlorade friem
Ipelomw i onial Ligyers to plimu
bite pressputntion and pes
maiar thie vl of palk
Einiks froens e ot pluss
T pol b6 et just immedi
uber mvinfull Dot Engterm
it 10 plan mrog rntipstin
wtmstis ey wanter monthe

Arrn fo the ihe
DG A rmbaEion liEter
El Eriala i emplywith
stringent safetv angd on
e regulptvmn,.  The
fMights wall opemmie wodor
Vimsal Flight Roles (VFRI
v wideagmphy = phe
tngruphy ia prohibited and
the nifcmft must ovosd
reatricted Or  eensitee
ores Gnless separpls per
meaniony are seored. Coor
dinnton with Air Tmffic
Contml and adherence to
ull fght opemion prote
cols la mandslony

“This mistonudll not only
provide renbtime datn
alsn help calibrote and smle
up effurts during Oclober &
Destember when AQT in Del
hi drsehe,” Sirss anid He

gaid the dotn woulkl be
char=d wilh poll ition
boords, scieriie  Enstaf-
thons wewd cutiriy for possible
aiiire replbcation

The minister als e the
arcaion b criticiss o
mlrrimistmisons foe inoction,
“Widle fhey kerpt clotd seed-
Iyt an faper for 14 yesrs, we
hieled muiltmls mestings and
onmplefed the proces in just
[oizr menths. The aincrall i
ey, Ve credy i e and
ke plon b in motion ™

o throrvirag fhuin =M st ot
al the bmader Enveamepent
Action Plim - 2005, the mimis
e i (e o] pe st the
el ik Chevmermumiertt n cxsimrnut
et b -t Litin
ilrven  grvornance  ndes
sl Marstr Rk Gugiti,
immgiresd iw Prims Minlsts
Marendm Mudi's visem of
Wikt Dielha
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