TS

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

- =

BUS INESS LINE

DELHT

3 JUNE 2026

Air cargo volumes rise, defying
W. Asia turmoil; Chennai leads

BUCKING THE TREND. Driven by strong export demand and e-comm surge, international volumes soared 40%

|
T E Raja Simhan
Chenmal

The wolume of air freight
handled by Indian airports
remained resilient in April
despite the West Asia crisis.
The air cargo handled by air
route registered growth in
month-on-month and year-
on-year (y-o-y) basis in April
2026.

According to Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI) dara,
total freight handled at In-
dian airports was up from
3.15 lakh tonnes in April
2025 to 3.48 lakh tonnes in
April 2026, a 10 per cent
growth vy-o-y. This was
driven by a 40 per cent jump
in  international cargo
volumes during the period.

CRISIS BUFFER

Similarly, the cargo handled
in April was also marginally
higher than the 3.43 lakh

Resilient supply chain (in tannes)
Tota! oir freight handied
April 2026 April 2025 March 2026
Internztional 220,702 1,565,808 208,134
Domestic 1,26,855 117,277 1,35,1T5
Total 347,557 3,15115 343309
Source; A&

tonnes recorded in March
2026, the month when the
war began. The growth
comes ar a time when air-
lines were forced to reroute
flights to avoid conflict
zones, resulting in longer
flight times, higher fuel con-
sumption, and increased op-
erating costs. However, air
cargo has remained relat-
ively insulated from the im-
pact of the crisis compared
with maritime logistics.
Jagannarayan ~ Padman-
abhan, Senior Director &
Global  Head-Consulring,
Crisil Intellizence, said part
of the growth in interna-

tional air cargo is likely at-
triburable to the rerouting of
trade flows away from dis-
rupted maritime corridors.

Sectors such as pharma-
ceuticals, electronics, engin-
eering goods, perishables,
automotive components and
e-commerce, where delivery
reliability is critical, apﬂe:ﬂr
to have relied on air freight.

Afr transport is typically
5-7 times more expensive
than sea freight.

Therefore, once maritime
routes normalise, some of
this cargo is expected to shift
back to ocean transport,
leading toa moderation in air

cargo growth rates, Padman-
abhan said.

CK Govil, CMD of Delhi-
based Activair Airfreight In-
dia, artributed the increase
in air cargo volumes w a
combination of strong ex-
port demand, expanding
cross-border  e-commerce
and improved airline con-
nectiviry.

Some exporters and im-
porters advanced shipments
amid geopolitical uncertain-
ties, while others shifted
high-value and time-sensit-
ive cargo to air transport to
avoid disruptions and delays
in maritime trade, he said.

CHENNAI LEADS

Chennai emerged as the fast-
est-growing airport during
the January-April 2026
period, with volumes in-
creasing from 32,896 tonnes
in Januvary to 38,295 tonnes
in April, registering a growth
of 16.4 per cent, the highest

among the top five airports.

Bengaluru recorded B.5
per cent growth in the
period, Hyderabad 84 per
cent, Mumbai 2.3 per cent
and Delhi 6.9 per cent.

Although Chennai  re-
mained the fourth-largest
cargo airport in April behind
Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru, its growth rate
reflected the increasing im-
portance of Tamil Nadu's
manufacTuring ecosysrenL.

I Krishman of Chennai-
based S Natesa Iver Logistics
said supply-chain  disrup-
tions and changing sourcing
patterns have prompted a
modal shift in India"s export
landscape. The production-
linked incentive schemes,
particularly in electronics
and telecom manufacturing,
have resulted in tighter pro-
duction cycles and increased
use of air freight for both in-
bound components and out-
bound finished products.
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Tourism stakeholdersalarmed Tourism stakeholders...

Mukeet Akmali
Srinagar, Junal

The decision to sus-
pend passenger flight
operations at Srinagar
International Airport
for two days every week
between July and Sep-
tember due to runway
resurfacing has trig-
pered concern among
Kashmir's tourism
and travel stakehold-
ers, who fear the move
could severely impact
the Valley's peak tour-
ism season and disrupt
connectivity.

The Airports Authori-
ty of India { AAT) has con-
firmed that Srinagar air-
port will remain closed
every Monday and Tues
day from July 1 till the
end of September for

runway repair works,
a move that industry
players say could lead to
booking cancellations,
travel inconvenience,
and economic losses,
Director, Airports
Authority of India (AAT)
Srinagar, Javed Anjum,
said the airport authori-
ties had received official
ocommunication regard-
ing the closure schedule,
The development
comes amid signs of
recovery in Kashmir's
tourism sector following
a difficult period, with
stakeholders saving
tourist arrivals had
started improving in
recent weeks,
President of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Hoteliers Club, Mush-
¥ 5ee Tourdsm...on Pg-08

tag Ahmad Chaya, said the timing of the decision could
negatively affect tourism, particularly when the sector was
witnessing renewed activity.

“Tourism was picking up and this directive will derail
the momentum. We urge the government and authorities
tofind alternative ways to carry out the work,” Chaya said.

He said shutting down the Valley's only civilian airport
fortwodays every week would significantly disrupt trawvel
plans for visitors and residents alike.

“The closure of the lone civilian airport, which remains
the main connectivity link for people and tourists travel
ling to Kashmir by air, is going to hit hard. Instead of a
full-scale closure for two days, they should explore a time-
window arrangement to operate flights while carrving out
repairs,” he said.

President of the Travel Agents Society of Kashmir
(TASK), Muhammad Ibrahim Siah, termed the decision
unfortunate and said tourism stakeholders were not con-
sulted before finalising the schedule.

“It is unfortunate that such a decision has been taken
without consultation with stakeholders. Tourism will be
badly hit hecause if the airport remains shut for two days
out of seven, bookings will get cancelled and there will be
a rush of passengers on the remaining days,” Siahsaid.

He said Srinagar airport already faces capacity con-
straints and may struggle to accommaodate increased pas-
senger traffic on operational days,

“Our airport infrastructure is not suitable to handle
excessive rush on limited davs. This decision will create
inconvenience for travellers and may discourage visitors,”
hesaid

Travel agent Farah Rashid alsoexpressed apprehension
over the impact on tour planning and visitor confidence,
saving travel businesses are alread v receiving gueries from
concerned customers,

“We are worried because many tourists plan short trips
to Kashmir and fixed-day closures can disrupt itinerar-
ies, There are chances of cancellations or postponements,
particularly among family and group travellers who prefer
flexibility in flight schedules,” she said.

Farah said travel operators may also face logistical dif
ficulties in rescheduling bookings.

“Travel agents will have to rearrange flights, hotels
and local transport according to the airport schedule. This
could increase costs and inconvenience both operators and
tourists,” she said.

Notably, an earlier communication issued by the Indian
Air Force in February to the Airports Authority of India
and airlines operating to Srinagar had proposed closure of
alrport operations on Saturdays and Sundays from August
1 to October 15 for resurfacing work,

However, airport officials said the schedule has now
been revised,

“Instead of weekends, the airport will remain closed
every Monday and Tuesday for three months beginning
July 1," an awrport official said, adding that the decision
regarding airport operations for October onwards would
be taken later,

Tourism stakeholders have urged authorities to recon-
sider the schedule or adopt phased repair works to mini-
mise disruption during one of Kashmir's crucial travel
seasons, warning that prolonged interruptions in air con-
nectivity could adversely affect tourist inflow, hotel ocou-
pancy, and allied businesses dependent on the sector.
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Srinagar Airport to shut twice a week for 3 months

Flight operations
cancellations due
to runway repairs:
Airport Director

Saqlb Malik
Srinagar, lun1

At a time when the runway
repairs at Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport has led to a
fiasco involving the luggage
of Hajj pilgrims arriving from
the annual pilgrimage, the air-
port is set to witness twicea
week closure from July to
Septem ber end this vear,

As per Director Airports
Authority of India (AAL) Sri-
nagar, Javed Anjum, begin.
ning July till September
end, the airport will remain
closed each Monday and
Tuesday,

“We have received the
communication that due to
runway repairs, the passen-
ger flight operations will get
affected on every Monday
and Tuesday in July, August
and September,” Anjum said.

ar Airport

to shut 2 days
September
Shutdown due to
ongoing runway

repair v

Earlier planof
weekend closure

hours [AprAJuI]

Tourism s

cancella ions,
travel disruption,

ble b

Notably, a letter, a copy
of which is with Greater
Kashmir, issued by Indian
Air Force in February to
the Airports Authority of
India (AAl) and all the air
lines operating services to
Srinagar had said that due
to reswrtacing work, airport
will remain closed on each
Saturday and Sunday from
August 1 to October 15.

However, the airport offi
cials have confirmed that the
davs of scheduled closure
decided previously have
changed now,

“Instead of weekends, the
airport will remain closedon
each Monday and Tuesday
for three months beginning
July 1, the official said.

The decision regarding
the functioning of airport
for October onwards will be
taken at alater stage, the offa
cial said.

Earlier, flight operations
at Srinagar International
Alrport were resiricted
between April and July for
carrving out runway works.

¥+ See Srinagar...on Pg-08

Srinagar Airport to...

The NOTAM (Notice to Airmen) issned by the Indian
Air Force had stated that runway works commencing in
the first week of Aprilwill temporarily restrict operational
hours for scheduled flights until 5 pm from April 6, to July
A1, the AAl Srinagar posted on its officials X handle.

Prior to reducing the number of hours for flight opera-
tions, 60 flight movements (arrivals and departures) used to
operate daily between f am and 10 pm at Srinagar airport.

However, after the timing of flight operations was
restricted and allowed only between & am to 5 pm, the
num ber of flights remained the same and at times increased.

At present almost 35 to 40 flight arrivals are witnessed
at Srinagar Adrport daily,

"While the watch hours will be reduced, flight move
ments are expected to increase in line with the DGCA.
approved Summer Schedule. Airlines will plan and operate
flights accordingly within the revised timings" the AAIL
had said.
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IGI’s 3rd runway may
remain shut until Sept

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htiive.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi airport’s third
runway, which has been shut
since mid-February, may recpen
only in September, several weeks
after originally planned, as author-
ities work to shore up the tarmac’s
aircraft-handling capacity by 10%,
said officials aware of the matter.

The runway was shut for long-
overdue strengthening and
upgrades. It was due to reopen in
early July, but this date has been
pushed back as authorities put in
place key systems to add at least
eight flights an hour, parallel with
the earlier work, to curb the possi-
bility of another shutdown in the
short term, said four officials
aware of the developments.

Omne of the officials, asking not
to be named, said: “Considering
safety and operational benefits,
the proposal has already been
agreed upon by all the stakehold-
ers (AAL DIAL the DGCA and air-
line operators). The implementa-
tion plan aleng with the safety
assessment report has been sub-
mitted to the regulator- DGCA
(Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion) for approval.”

ADDITIONAL
UPGRADESTO
BOOST CAPACITY
BY 10%, OR 8
AIRCRAFT PER
HOUR, AND AVOID
ANOTHER CLOSURE

The extended closure will allow
Delhi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL) and Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) to simultane-
ously undertake civil work, reduce
the runway’s displaced threshold
— a section of the runway that air-
craftare notallowed to land on —
and replace a key navigation sys-
tem. Officials estimate these
changes could increase the capac-
ity of the country’s largest airport
by about eight aircraft movements
per hour.

Officials said an extension of
the Notice to Air Missions
(NOTAM) declaring the runway
unavailability is expected to be
issued later this month.

A second official, one of the
four cited above, said authorities
decided to use the ongoing period
of lower traffic to complete all the

planned work at one go. “The date
initially agreed was early July.
However, some additional work
needs to be completed. Since the
number of flights being operated
is lower because of schedule
reductions announced by Indian
carriers following the West Asia
crisis, it has been decided to
extend the closure rather than
undertake another runway shut-
down later,” the official said.

The Delhi airport, which can
handle 84 air traffic movements
{ATMs) an hour and nearly L500
ATMs a day, has been witnessing
around a 5% reduction in flights,
largely in domestic operations,
since March.

“Carrying out the threshold
modification and [LS replacement
simultaneously would avoid
another lengthy runway closure in
the future, since undertaking the
works separately would have
required fresh disruptions and
relocation of the navigation equip-
ment. Hence, DIAL and AAI also
decided the works be done simul-
taneously,” the official said.

Officials said this will improve
safety margins for arriving air-
craft, as the landing distance will
be increased.
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Darbhanga-Delhi flight shifted
to Patna hrs before departure

Bishnu K Jha

letters@hindustamtimes.com

DARBHANGA: Passengers booked
on a Spicelet flight from Dar-
bhanga to Delhi on Monday
were informed just hours before
departure that the service had
been shifted to Patna due to
“operational reasons”, forcing
many to scrambie for alternative
travel arrangements.

According to a message sent
by the airline, the scheduled Dar-
bhanga-Delhi flight was revised
and replaced by flight SG 9496
operating from Patna’s Terminal
1to Delhi's Terminal 1D on June
L. The rescheduled flight was
scheduled to depart Patna at 7:25
pm and arrive in Delhi at 9:15
P

The change came despite pas-
sengers having already com-
pleted web check-in for the Dar-
bhanga flight. Mobile boarding
passes issued by the airline
showed flight SG 496 departing
Darbhanga at 4 pm and arriving
in Delhi at 6:10 pm, with board-
ing scheduled from 3:30 pm.

In its message, SpiceJet apolo-
gised for the inconvenience and
cited “operational reasons” for
the change, but did not elaborate
on why the flight was relocated
from Darbhanga to Patna at
such short notice.

The move effectively required
passengers to travel nearly 140

km to Patna, raising concerns
over additional expenses, missed
connections and logistical diffi-
culties. “We were informed by
SMS at 12.17 pm on the day of
travel that Spicelet flight SG496
had been shifted from Dar-
bhanga to Patna, even though
boarding passes had already
been issued for departure from
Darbhanga. The airline should
explain the last-minute change
and compensate affected passen-
gers,” said Neelam Yadav, an
advocate and one of the affected
travellers.

Passengers said the abrupt
decision disrupted their sched-
ules and left them rushing to
arrange transportation to Patna.
The airline advised travellers to
check flight status updates on its
website or contact customer
care for assistance. A SpiceJet
official posted at Darbhanga air-
port said Delhi-bound passen-
gers were directed to board the
flight from Patna after delays
pushed the schedule beyond
Darbhanga airport’s operational
hours. The airport currently
does not handle commercial
flight operations beyond 5 pm.
Airport director Dilip Kumar
was unavailable for comment.

Darbhanga airport is already
equipped with a CAT-I Instru-
ment Landing System (ILS),
while CAT-II runway lighting
infrastructure has also been

installed. However, the
upgraded facilities are yet to be
commissioned, according to
sources familiar with the matter.
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
had conveyed its readiness to
support extended flight opera-
tions at Darbhanga airport in
December last year and had
asked the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) to deploy the
required operational staff if
flight movements were to be
increased beyond the existing
watch hours of 9 am to 5 pm.
The civil enclave at Dar-
bhanga Air Force Station was
inaugurated on November 8,
2020, under the Regional Con-
nectivity Scheme (RCS)-UDAN
and has since emerged as one of
the country’s most successful
regional airports. The latest dis-
ruption comes days after a Spice-
Jet flight from Delhi to Dar-
bhanga, scheduled to depart at
1:25 pm on Saturday, was can-
celled following a prolonged
delay, triggering protests by
stranded passengers.
Travellers alleged that the air-
line failed to provide timely
updates and kept them waiting
for hours without clarity on the
flight's status or alternative
arrangements. A day earlier,
passengers on an IndiGo flight
from Kolkata to Darbhanga also
faced inconvenience after the
aircraft returned to Kolkata.
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Tourist season
airport closure
ring alarm
bells in J&K

Srinagar: The Airports Aut-
hority of India plans to susp-
end operations at Srinagar air-
port for 16 days in Oet for run-
way maintenance and other re-
pairs, raising alarm among
tour operators who fear the
shutdown would deal a blow to
an industry still reeling from
last vear's Pahalgam attack du-
ring peak Durga Puja holiday
season when droves of Bengali
tourists visit Jammu & Kash-
mir, reports Naseer Ganai.

An AAI official said IAF,
which operates the airfield,
proposed a phased mainte-
nanceschedule betweenJuly1
and Sept 30, when services wo-
uld be stopped every Monday
and Tuesday, culminating in
the full closure from Oct 1-16.
The official said an advisory
was issued on the directions
of civil aviation ministry.

The Kashmir valley tradi-
tionally witnesses a massive
influx of tourists from West
Bengal during Oct.

Travel operators and in-
dustry stakeholders fear
the closure would lead to wi-
despread cancellations and
heavy financial losses for
an economy still recuperating
from the impact of Pahalgam.
Stakeholders expressed con-
cern over the timing and
appealed to govt and AAI to
revisit the schedule.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Twice-weekly Srinagar airport

closure jolts tourism industry

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, JUNE 2

The decision to shut down

Srinagar International
Alrport twice a week
between July and

September has triggered
sharp criticism and deep
concern among tourism
stakeholders in the
Kashmir Valleyw Many
argue that the move will
saverely affect visitor
inflow at a time when the
region’s tourism sector is
still struggling to recover
from the impact of last
yoar's terror attack in
Pahalgam. which had
already dealt a heavy blow
to Jocal businesses,

Raufl Tramboo, who
heads a prominent high-
altitude adventure travel
company and serves as
the J&K chapter presi-
dent of the adventure
tour operators associa-
tion of India (ATOAD,
voiced strong apprehen-
sion. He said that a large
number of domestic and
international travellers
have already booked their

trips, and ltineraries
have been issued accord-
imgly. Tha sudden

* MANY ARGUE that the

move will severely affect
visitor inflow at a time
when the region's
tourism sector is still
struggling to recover
from the impact of last
year's terror attack in
Pahalgam

announcement, he
warned, risks disrupting
schedules, forcing cancel-
lations, and reducing
tourist footfall during a
crucial period. Mr
Tramboo siressed that
authorities should have
communicated the clo-
sure plan much earlier to
allow the industry to pre-
pare and mitigate losses,

The concerns come amid
ongoing runway resurfac-
ing works that have
already caused significant
disruptions, including
delays in Aight schedules
and complications in han-
dling the
returning Haj pilgrims.
Alrport officials have now
confirmed that passenger
flight operations will
remain suspended every
Monday and Tuesday
throughout July, August,

baggage of

and September due to the
oxtensive repair and
resurfacing  activities.
This revised schedule
marks a departure from
the earlier plan communi-
cated by the Indian Air
Force (IAF), which had
proposed weekend clo-
sures—Ssaturdays and
Sundays—Irom August 1
to October 15.

According to the runway
impact assessment, the
resurfacing project began
on April 6, and involves
major reconstruction of
the runway surface
During the current phase,
the declared distance of
Runway 31 has been
reduced by 1,165 metres,
significantly affecting alr-
craft operations. The
updated runway parame-
ters now list a take-Off
run available (Tora) and
landing distance available
(LDA) of 2218 metres,
with Toda at 2,526 metres
and ASDA at 2,298 metres,
Documents reveal that
fixed-wing aircraft opera-
tions have been restricted
to the 8 am to 5 pm win-
dow sines April. while
resurfacing work contin-
ues overnight until 8 am,
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Plan to close Srinagar airport in Oct worries tourism industry

ing from nesa month, sirser-  The Kashmir Travel tors and in-  scheduled clogure. Commerce and Industry
""H‘l Trust of india vices will be dlosed for rwo dustry leaders fear thar the Asif Burza a prominent  President Javed Ahmad
Srinagar days every week, culminaz- v 91]'-—'} alrpore’s closure will lead 1o horelier, sald thar while the  Tenga sald thar while the up-

ing im the full 15-day dosere praditionally widespread  cancelbarions  upgradation of the air rades are necessary, the

. : e : v 5p _ pgra port g ary,

The Sr International  from October 1. witnesses a and heavy financial logses for  wag very oy L the air-  government should actively
Mlrportwill suspend all fiight The runway repalrs, es- z = aneconomy that ls still recy-  port should nor be fully  explore altematives o min-
operations for 15 days from  sential  for  operatiomal  IMEASSIVE influx of erating from the Impact of  closed. imise the impact on the
October 1 for runway main-  safery, have lad o flight re- o wicre from ast year's Pahalgam eerror “The repair works and up-  industry,

tenance, raising alarm bells
within the tourtsm industry
thar fears the shurdown wi
deal a massive blow o the
sector as iv directly clashes
with the peak Durga Puja
holidyy season.

Accor o alrport offi-
clals, 3 phased maintenance
schedule will begin ahead of
the total shurdown and srart-

strictions since April & after
the Indian Alr Force issued a
Notice to Alrmen (Notam)
reatricting fighrs berwean B
amand5 pm.

Earlier, around 25-30
flights used o operate every
daﬁm a5 :d'l:r':lpué:.l.' only 18
flights land at the airport

The Kashmir Valley tradi-
donally witnesses a massive

West Bengal
during October

Influx of tourists from West
Bengal during October,

This- period ¥
called “Golden Kashmir®, as
during the agfumn season
leaves of Chimar trees urn
golden yellow

s fondly

arack, which resutted in an
extended  shurdowm  of
rowrigm.

MAJOR CONCERNS

Industry leaders have ex-
pressed deep comcern over
the the repalrs and
have appealed o the govern-
ment and the Alrports Au-
thority of Indks o revish the

rades are very important for
the furure. It i o marrer of
convenlence for travellers,
bt at the same dme, efforts
should be made 1o lessen the
Imconvenlence w  the
2" Burza, who has
Eﬁlﬁﬂnlesm:ruasm&umm
tourist destinarion in the
Valley, he said.
Kashmir Chamber of

He s sred that if the
nglilﬂ'iels Invitable, the
ricies musy  (ncrease

the frequency of traina on
the fammu and Kashmir rail-
way ling and introduce new
services from Delhi.

The Travel Agents Associ-
atbon of Hashmir said thar
touwrist cancellations were
alreaddy taliing place.
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Bengaluru airport
wins award for
safety mgmt

BENGALURU, DHNS: Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA) has received the Di-
amond Award, the highest
recognition at the Airports
Council International (ACI)
Asia-Pacific & Middle East
Safety Recognition Awards
2026, for its efforts in safety
management and innova-
tion-led solutions.

The award recognises air-
portsthatdemonstratestrong
safety practices and innova-
1ion in airport operations.
According to the Bangalore
International Airport Limited
(BIAL), the airport operator,
the recognition was based on
initiativesaimed atimproving
runway safety and strength-
ening safety management

Among the measures
highlighted were the air-
port’s ‘Runway Safety Team',
a runway safety maturity
mairix developed in-house,
programmes to improve pi-
lot awareness, measures to
address identified runway
hotspots,andenhanced man-
agement of foreign object de-
brison airside areas.
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DELHI AIRPORT'S
THIRD RUNWAY
SET TO REMAIN
SHUT TILL SEPT

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi airport’s third
runway, which has been shut
since mid-February, may reopen
only in September, several weeks
after originally planned, as author-
ities work to increase the tarmac’s
aircraft-handling capacity by 10%,
said officials aware of the matter.

The runway was shut for long-
overdue strengthening and
upgrades. It was due to reopen in
early July, but this date has been
pushed back as authorities putin
place key systems to add at least
eight flights an hour, parallel with
the earlier work, to curb the possi-
bility of another shutdown in the
short term, they said. —+Ps5
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Srinagar airport likely to
suspend flights twice a wk
for 3 mnths, 15 days in Oct

FAYAZ WANI & Srinagss

TOURISM stakeholders in
Kashmir are facing fresh anxi-
ety and apprehend significant
booking cancellations as Srina-
gar Alrport islikely to suspend
fight operations every Monday
and Tuesday from July to the
endof September, followed by a
15-day complete closure from
October 1 for planned runway
maintenance works.

According to an advisory is-
sued by Srinagar Alrport, the
runway will remain unavaila-
ble every Monday and Tuesday
from July 1 to September 30,
2028, as part of a scheduled
mainienance programme being
undertaken by the Air Force.
The advisory further states that
airport watch hours during this
period are proposed to be re-
stricted from 8 am (o 5 pm.

Authorities have also pro-
posed complete closure of run-
way operations from October 1
io October 16 for repair work.
Ajrport officials said the plan
is currently in the planning
stage and that detailed sched-
ules will be communicated
through official channels once
formal approval is granted.

The announcement on sus-
pension of fight operations
has come at a time when Kash-
mir is wimessing a strong re-
vival in tourism activity

Srinagar Airport is witness-
ing heavy passenger traffic, re-
flecting the growing influx of
visitors to the Valley On June
1, the airport handled 72 lights,
including 36 arrivals and 36 de-
partures. A total of 12406 pas-
sengers travelled in 72 Dights,
comprising 6,348 arrivals and
6,022 departures.

Tourism stakeholders appre-
hend that the proposed suspen-
sion of Nights for two days eve-
ry week over three months,
followed by a continuous 15-day
closure, would adversely affect
tourist arrivals and the tour-
ism industry

Sajad Ahmad Kralvari, Sec-
retary General of the Travel
Agents Assoclation of Kash-
mir {TAAK), said the tourism
sector has made a sirong recov-
ery. tourist footfall has in-
creased substantially and there
is 100% occupancy in Gulmarg
and Srinagar
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Srinagarairport
to be shutfor
fortnightfrom
Oct1forrepairs

SRINAGAR, JUNE 2
The Srinagar International
Airport is get to suspend all
flight operations for 15 days
from October 1 as part of a
major rumyay maintenance
programme, officials said
on Tuesday

According to airport authori-
ties, the maintenance wor k will
be camied outinphases As part
of the planned repairs being
underiaken by the Indian Al
Foree, the numasy is proposed
to remam unavalable every
Monday and Tuesday between
July 1 and September 30. A
complete closure of rumvay
operations has been moposed
from October 1 to October 15.

The airport authorities, how-
ever, clanfied that the plan 1s
currently in the planning phase
and that detailed updah:s will
be issued through offical chan-
nels once the schedule receves
formal approval Passengers
have been advised to remain in
touch with Srinagar Airpart
and their respective airlines
for authentic and timely infor-
mation. The shutdown has
triggered concern among
stakeholders in the tourism
industry, who fear the move
could adversely affect the
sector during a  crueial
tourism period. — OC
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Germany removes
transit visa hurdle
in relief for Indians

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MNEW DELHI, JUNE 2

Germany on  Tuesday
announced that Indian
nationals will no longer
require a transit visa
from Wednesday onwards
while travelling to anoth.
er country with a lavover
at a German alrport. Late
on Tuesday evening.
India welcomed the
German decision.

Every vear, a large num-
ber of Indlans, including
siudents, professionals
and tourists, traviel
through German airports
on their way to other des-
tinations,

“Indian nationals will
no longer need a transit
visa when travelling to
another country with a
layover at a German air.
port. The lifting of the so-
called airport transit visa
requirement for Indian
citizens was announced
in the Federal Law
Gazette on June 2, and
takes effect on June 3"
the German embassy said
in a statement.

The German embassy
stated that the decision
“implements a result™ of

Chancellor Friedrich
Merz's visit 1o India in
January this vear and
underlines German com-
mitment to deepening
bilateral ties.

“We welcome the opéra-
tionalisation by Germany
of the annoucement waiv-
ing requirement of tran
sit visa for Indian nation-
als transiting through
Germany, exclusively by
air, with effect from June
3." the ministry of exter
nal affairs said.

It added, “The
announcement was made
after discussions between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chancellor
Friedrich Merz during
the latter’s visit to India
in January 2026,

“This new arrangement
would further enhance
peaple-to-people ties
between Indin and
Germany.”

In April. the ministry of
external affairs (MEA)
had said that the visa-free
transit for Indian nation-
als transiting through the
European territory of
France has been opera-
tionalised by the French
EOVErnment.

3 JUNE 2026
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Maharashtra acquires Air
India’s Mumbai building

Meimbai: The Mabareshira
povernment has comp leted
the acguisitian of the iconic
12-fiear Air Inda buildmg in
Mumibai, The transfer
agresment was signed
between Al Assets Hiolding Ltd
and the State's PWD
Department on Tusesday i the
presence of Chiel Minzster
Devendra Fadnais. The State
povernment had n 2023
decided o acguire the
buslding For 1 600 crore to
consolidates s officesin
south Mumbal susssa
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Despite tough Q4, FLYO1 targets fleet
expansion to 12 aircraft by FY27-end

FLYING HIGH. Healthy fuel-to-revenue ratio achieved by the airline’s all-ATR fleet keeps mood optimistic

o]
Rohit Vaid
Flew Dald

Regional airline FLY91 plane
o expand les Aeer o 10-12
aircraft by the end of FY27
from the six currently, sakd
Mamo| Chacko, Mamaging
Director 2nd Chief Execurive
Officer of the airline.

The development —as-
sumes significance as the
venrure remains the only
scarr-up airdine in recent
vears to have not only sur-
vived but also EHFE.I'I.{E‘.‘d In
the country's highly challen-
ging and competitive avi-
atlon environment.

Speaking to huestmesslie,
Chacko EEL‘ the additional
alreraft lnduction wll Fy¥27-
end will allow it to deploy ca-
pacity across the airline's
wo operating bases In Goa
and Hyderabad a5 it expands
its reglonal networle

The airllse's mmediare
expansion plans, he sabd, are

centred aroumd sr.rm:%v.hen-
Ing connectivity from s ex-
lsting bases, with a long-
erm plan af t| a
mj.ﬂti-l:l‘jase naunlilﬁﬂu mrl'll:‘\nrk
Straregy.

Apart from operating re-
gional routes from Goa and
Hyderabad to tier-1 and
ther-2 cities, the airline plans
to add flights to Mumbal,
contingent upon skot avail-
ability. FLY91 also plans
add other destimations, in-
cluding Tirwpati, Mangalurn,
Hn-ppumma]ﬁd In.&:rffmm
irs Goa and Hyderabad bases
by the end of the current fin-
ancial veas.

At present, the alrline op-
erares a feet of six ATR 72-
B0 alreraft.

SIMPLER OPS

The tarbol 8E3EE Up 0 T2
passengerspm Is knmmup for
lzs fuel efficlency and opera-
thonal flexibility, making it
suitshle  for  regional
operations,

—

WIDENING NETWORK. At

present, the airline operatesa

e

fleet of six ATR 72-£00 aircraft with bazes in Goa and Hydsrabad

According to Chacko,
erating an exclusively ATH
fleet has emabled the airline
oo meaintain :lsimdfler opers-
thom  while achleving a
healthy fuel-to-revenue
ratio.

“The industry continues
o grappbe with elevated fuel
costs. However, our ATH
erathons allow s to maintaln
a fuel-to- revemie ratio of 20-
22 per cent, compared with
38— per cent for operators
using jet aireraft," he said.

Besides, the airline's di-

ral presence and marketd
E:r:nprf: hawe helped munﬁ
ag y flow of passengers,
thereby enhancing roote
viabiliry.

GOVERNMENT SUPFORT
The airline is looking for-
ward to the modified UDAN
scheme, while maintaining
that it operates largely as an
Indepondent  caprier  with
irvinirmsl s through vi-
ability g:pp unding [(VGF)
under the reglonal con-
AeCTiviTY programme.

The airling has been at-
tmp:ﬂr}z to secure 4 slor at
Mum sirport  for  is
Sindhudurg service but has
faced challenges in obtalning
one,

Chacko sabd major alr-

ris such as Delhi and

lumbal should econtribure

towards promoting regional
aviation by making relevant
slors avallable to smaller car-
riers thar dde alr con-
mecrivity o smaller cities
and towns.

HIGHER EXPFENEES
In rerms of financlal heatth,
e said the srline was profit-
able in the third qoarer of
FY26. However, profitabili
declined in w  fou
quexrmer following the indue-
thon of additiomal capacity,
which resulted in higher op-
CPATInG eXpenses.

“The Indoction of ca
in Q4 dragged pmﬁ:rbjhdhg
lower due to higher ex-
penses,” Chacko sal
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High fares, fewer flights push B'lureans
away from domestic air travel

Tourists opt for short int'l
vacations, road-based trips.

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

ising ticket prices and
R: declining number of
perational flights are
pushing Bengalureans away
from domestic travel, said
travel agents and industry
insiders.

Data from the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for April showed a
4.2% drop in domestic pas-
senger traffic, in comparison
tothe previous month.

In April, cumulatively, air-
lines carried about 1.38 crore

fivers,a4.2%dip from March's
traffic of 1.44 crore passen-
2ers.,

The numbers also guideda
dip when compared to data
from April 2025, when travel
had been impacted by the ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam, and
the airlines had recorded 1.43
Crore passengers
Overall, the frsl half of
2026 hasseen leanerdomestic
movement compared to pre-
vious years, shared industry
experts, highlighting that the
numbers are unlikely to pick
upasthetravelindustry enters
its lean months from June.

Data from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
for April showed a 4.2% drop in domestic passenger traffic, in
comparison to the previous month,

“One of the main reasons is
that airlines have cut down on
routes. Many have reduced op-
erational routes by 20%, which
hasgreatlyimpacted domestic
travel. Lesser flights, higher
faresare pushing people away
from domestic air travel,”
said RajivMehrotra, executive
director, Holiday Concierge.

Tourists are now opting for
shortinternational vacations.

"With destination man-
agement companies (DMC)
diverting their attention from
the Gulf countriesto Southand
Southeast Asian countries,
travel to countries like Thai-
land, Vietnam, Nepal and Sri
Lanka has become cheaper.

There are cheaper packages
available. So, people can trav-
el to these countries in almost
the same amount they'dspend
onatripto Kashmir,”said Sha-
manth Krishnamurthy, propri-
etor, Sanman Travels.

The volatile nature of the
aviation industry over the
pastfew months hasalso made
travellers wary, with many
opting for road-based travel
options when available.

As per DGCA data, during
April, 1L1% of flights were de-
layed lor more than two hours.
Owerall, over 1.35lakh passen-
gers were impacted by flight
delays, 77,065 passengers
faced flight cancellations, and
641 were denied boarding.

Bangalore International
Airport Limited didn't re-
spond to DH's queries about
Kempegowda International
Airport’s monthly domestic
trafficdata for 2026.
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Air India Express
launches direct
flights from B'luru
to Phuket

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air India
Express on Monday com-
menced direct flights be-
tween Bengaluruand Phuket,
expanding air connectivity
berween Kamataka and Thai-
land,

The inaugural service
departed from Bengaluru
on June 1. The airline will be
operating four weekly flights
ontheroute. The new service
complements the carrier’s
existing daily Bengaluru-
Bangkok flights, which were
miroduced last year.

The flights to Phuket will
operateon Mondays, Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays.

The airline stated that the
additionofthe Phuket service
is part of its broader strategy
to strengthen connectivity
from major Indian cities to
destinationsacross Southeast
Asiaand the Middle East.

Air India Express current-
Ilvoperatesnearly S00weekly
flights from Bengaluru, con-
necting the cityto 31 domestic
and eight international dest-
natons.
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Air India
Express’ new
Phuket flight

BENGALURU, DHNS:
Air India Express has
commenced direct flight
between Bengaluru and
Phuket. The inaugural
flight departed from
Bengaluru on Monday,
marking the launch of the
new service and providing
travellers with convenient
access to the Thai island
paradise, renowned for
its beaches, nightlife,
markets, and heritage, the
airline said in a statement,
The launch expands Air
India Express’ footprintin
Thailand, complementing
the Bengaluru-Bangkok
service introduced in
October last year.



AIRPOH 'S AUT HGF?!TY fJF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIE JAGRAN DELHT 2 JUNE 2026

e 31 3R ¥ T B! Aeved & folu I8

& Bed Mp: sEM oA =
UEES @A SR EaE !iﬁ{
nfEE F OFAW 3 A @
T H HUEEN H S i

Wi 97 fAu o ook wga 787-9
AT faue W AW
mﬁmqma?mawqﬂ
= sy wwm i feeel s
os 4 =T (fEA) ¥ A



AIF?F‘L}H ISAUTHORITY OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DAINIEK JAGRAN

DELHI

3 JUNE 2026

o1 t TIRUIE W 30T 9 YRGHI
I ciforc ToT I 5T¥ed el

7% Bedl, g - o ¥ eardemEd W
O s g A &
AFEFAT A oAl SHAT A
1 I =2 o | M 2 e
o # 1 S % g S e
ﬁmmmﬁrwﬁrq’
hﬁm——-l:rmmrﬂmwﬁw
B O, 2, 9wER &R gdzw]
ﬂ-gd?'ﬂ#m F = # d
| \r_—f"?ITH T FE, WEA
EEITE?T:',": q?aﬁ—ﬁﬁwm
S = O A A GEE
AMNEH H HE ZiEe W W
AEFIEA] @ AN A T 3
Flald HEEN i TS AE S

rmhﬂﬂﬁﬁmmﬁamﬁ
ST @l VR @ e e

foFan| F8 A SEA-aRATE g
AR ToEg HA % A T #
F41 &1 A SR e 49
& 2 O S F 7 R 9
% A T v A 2 A 5w
T I w8 gitee
T TF TR & 1"14_'! o [
et 391§ A RS A w8 @
e/ s i sref 3 #



AIRPORTS AUT I‘-i‘«’l]lf-:-’lT‘!r OF iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

3 dllUNE 2026

i IndiGo to Stop
Flights to Manchester

MEW DELHI IncliGa.
onTuesday, saidit
) will termporarily

discenlinue Tighl
operations toand from Manchas-
e, United Kingdom, with effect
from August 31, 2026, amid rising
operational and cost pressures,
Currently, lhe carrier operales
flights 1o Manchester Trom Delhi
and Mumbal, The seryicesta
Manchester started in July |ast
year. The airline said continuing
inkernational sirspace con-
straints have led to signiticantly
longer fllght durations, centrib-
utingtoachallenging operating
environment, IndiGo will also
returnone widebody plane as it
curtails fights.

The alrling had leased 515 Boe-
Ing 787 planes from Morse Atlan-
ticAirwaysin 2025 tolaunch
flights European cities.

—0ur Bureau
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Maharashtra govt
acquires Air India
building in Mumbai

2 THE MAHARASH
B THA GOVERNME
WT an Tuesclay

formally acquired
the Airindia buildng nearthe
state secretariat in south
Mumbai, an official release
sad The transfer agreement
wascompleted in the
presence of Chief Minster
Devendra Fadnavis. Details
regarding the financial terms
were not disclosed in the
official release
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India vulnerable to chronic aircraft
noise thanks to regulatory gaps
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Researchers have said the health effects of noise depend on how loud it is as well as on how often it occurs, how long it continues for, whether people have enough time to

recover before the next exposure — especially as they sleep at night — and cumulative long-term exposure

Rohan Singh
Kushagra Rajendra
Arrha Kamal Guha

very few minutes, aircraft
descend over densely populated
neighbourhoods near India’s
major airports. For the people
here, the noise has been almost constant
for years, often even continuing through
the night. India’s aviation and
environmental regulations require
airports to map the aircraft noise
exposure using decibel contours — maps
showing how the air pressure varies
around the airport. Official assessments
have also identified high-noise zones
extending into residential areas.

But even as India’s airports monitor
sound with increasing technical precision,
they have paid far less attention to what
years of repeated exposure may be doing
to people. Research on the long-term
biological effects of chronic aircraft noise
in India is also limited. Some emerging
research has pointed to inflammation,
stress-related changes, and even cognitive
effects. The fact remains, however, that
the gap between regulatory noise
monitoring and understanding biological
risk is widening.

Aircraft noise, biological stress

The limited research available, often
confined to high-intensity occupational
settings such as aviation personnel,
nevertheless suggests aircraft noise may
have effects far beyond hearing loss
alone.

One 2025 study led by Manish Shukla,
a scientist at the Defence Institute of
Physiology and Allied Sciences, a
laboratory under the Defence Research
and Development Organisation in New
Delhi, checked 621 Air Force personnel
who were chronically exposed to aircraft
noise. The researchers found elevated
levels of systemic inflammation and
oxidative stress and lower heart-rate
variability.

These personnel also showed
subclinical cochlear and neural damage.
While their standard hearing tests were
normal, they had inner-ear and auditory
nerve dysfunction.

Together, the findings suggested
aircraft noise may be a chronic biological
stressor affecting both auditory and
cardiovascular systems. Dr. Shukla noted
that even lower urban noise levels, when
experienced over long periods, could
potentially trigger similar stress-related
pathways in the body.

He added that current aircraft noise
assessment frameworks may
underestimate broader public health risks
because they remain largely centered on
hearing damage and decibel thresholds.
He noted that emerging evidence
increasingly links chronic noise exposure
to stress-related inflammation and
cardiovascular effects, even at lower

exposure levels.

The current approaches to monitoring
also fall short of addressing cumulative
biological stress, Dr. Shukla said.

Unequal risk

The gap between monitoring noise and
understanding risk requires technical but
also social solutions because of how the
options of the people at risk are
constrained. Not all people living near
airports can afford to move elsewhere or
fully proof their homes from the
vibrations and noise.

Rajeev Kariya, who has lived near Delhi
airport flight paths for decades now, said
aircraft noise has become more intense
over the years as flights have become
larger and more frequent and airports
have extended runway operations. He
said the continuous noise regularly
disrupts sleep and irritates him
throughout the day. He installed
expensive double-glazed windows but
they did little to keep the noise out. His
neighbourhood, he said, is suffused with
it.

Researchers have said the health
effects of noise depend on how loud it is
as well as on how often it occurs, how
long it continues for, whether people have
enough time to recover before the next
exposure — especially as they sleep at
night — and cumulative long-term
exposure.

Both World Health Organization and
International Civil Aviation Organization
guidelines have acknowledged these
factors.

The standard acoustic metrics are
designed for steady industrial noise. They
do not capture the intermittent, burst-like

e

The standard metrics designed for steady industrial noise don’t capture the intermittent, burst-like nature of the noise from aircraft. PASCAL MEIER/UNSPLASH

nature of the noise from aircraft flying
overhead. That is, each takeoff produces
sudden sound peaks and that can trigger
disproportionate psychological
responses.

Markandeya Tiwari, a former faculty
member of the Department of Civil
Engineering at IIT-Banaras Hindu
University, said relying only on averaged
indicators, such as Leq and Lo, is
insufficient to understand aircraft noise
exposure. He added that additional
metrics such as Lio, Lso, and Lso are
required to capture fluctuations, peak
exposure periods, and intermittent noise.

Leq is the average acoustic energy. Lon is
a variant of Leq over 24 hours plus 10 dB
added to all nighttime noise. Lio, Lso, and
Lso are the sound levels exceeded for 10%,
50%, and 90% of the time.

Activist Anil Sood, who has been
involved in legal disputes over airport
noise for nearly 17 years, has disputed
whether averaged indicators can capture
repeated noise peaks, night-time
disturbances, and long-term exposure
linked to health risks. Using RTI
applications and court proceedings, Mr.
Sood has questioned official monitoring
methodologies and airport-noise
assessments.

According to him, while the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is
formally responsible for monitoring
aviation noise, most of the compliance is
handled by airport operators and the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).

Former CPCB regional director D.K.
Soni said the current regulations do not
adequately address the long-term
public-health implications of chronic

R

noise. Cumulative exposure assessment,
he said, remains a low regulatory priority.

CSIR-National Environment
Engineering Research Institute senior
technical officer Satish K. Lokhande said
India’s aircraft noise monitoring needs
substantial improvements.

"Currently, monitoring is largely
limited to regulatory compliance rather
than long-term health-based
assessments,” he said, recommending
real-time noise monitoring networks
around residential and hospital zones
with public dashboards.

Beyond decibels

According to Dr. Tiwari, acoustic
monitoring that is mindful of fluctuations
in sound levels could help identify when
peak exposure occurs. That then could
allow doctors and hospitals, urban
planners, and architects to develop more
targeted ways to mitigate noise and
health-based standards for affected
populations.

Taken together, the challenge now is
not that data is unavailable — it exists —
but that health-based evidence of harm is
linked in a very limited way to aviation
regulations. Until that changes, India may
continue to measure aircraft noise with
great precision even as it knows less and
less about the noise’s long-term impact.

Rohan Singh is an independent science
journalist in Lucknow
(rohanthakur780@gmail.com). Kushagra
Rajendra is Head, Environment and
Sustainability, Amity University, Haryana
(officel.kushagra@gmail.com). Argha
Kamal Guha is assistant professor, Adamas
University, Kolkata
(arghakamalguha@gmail.com).
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Even as India’s airports
monitor sound with increasing
technical precision, they have
paid far less attention to
what years of repeated
exposure may be doing to
people
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Research on the long-term
biological effects of chronic
aircraft noise in India is also
limited
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Some emerging research has
pointed to inflammation,
stress-related changes, and
even cognitive effects
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The fact remains, however,
that the gap between
regulatory noise monitoring
and understanding biological
risk is widening
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IndiGo's owned-aircraft shift
helps mitigate its forex risks

Move will help cushion the carrier against rupee depreciation, which inflates lease payments
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Maharashtra
Govt acquires
iconic Air India
building in
Mumbai

'S

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The Maharashtra government
on Tuesday formally acquired
the iconic Air India building, a
defining feature of the south
Mumbai skyline known for its
prime sea-facing location, for
11,601 crore.

The transfer of agreements
between Air India Assets
Holding Company and the
state Public  Works
Department (PWD) was com-
pleted in the presence of Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis in
the Cabinet Hall at'Mantralaya'
or state secretariat following
a cabinet meeting, an official
release said. Deputy Chief
Minister Sunetra Pawar,
Tourism Minister Shambhuraj
Desail, Public Works Minister
shivendrasinhraje Bhosale,
ChiefSecretary Rajesh Agrawal,
Additional Chief Secretary
(PWD) Milind Mhaiskar,
Mumbai City Collector Anchal
Goyal and officials of Air India
including its commercial
officer attended the event.
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Mumbai’s iconic
Air India building is
formally Maha govt’s

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Three years af-
ter the cabinet approved
the plan, Maharashtra govt
took over the Air India
building at Nariman Point
on Tuesday. CM Devendra
Fadnavis presided over the
deed of surrender between
the public works depart-
ment of the state and Air
India Assets Holding Lid,
which owns the building.

“Itwillnotonly save rent
but also bring offices to-
gether,” Fadnavis told TOL

In 2023, the state cabinet
had cleared the plan to buy
the Air India building to ex-
pand Mantralaya and house
state govt offices there.

The cabinet had taken
thedecision towaiveall un-
earned income, or transfer
fee, and other penalties of
Air India so state govt
could take possession of
the building at the earliest.

State govt paid Rs 1,601
crore for the building. With
the acquisition, 46,470 squ-
are metres of space will be
available for govt offices ov-
er 23 storeys. Officials said
govi would save around Rs
200 crore inannual rent if all
the offices housed in private
buildings are moved there.

Officials said it would
take more than six months
to make the building usable.

State govt paid Rs 1,601 crore for
the building at Nariman Point

Theliftsaren’t working. The
central air conditioning sys-
tem isn't functional either.
The building opened on
June 1, 1970. Designed by
Manhattan-based architect
John Burgee, it was among
the first centrally air-condi-
tioned skyscrapersinIndia.
It featured six state-of-the-
artelevators with piped mu-
sic and was the first build-
ing in India to install an es-
calator, which transported
customers from the street to
the main booking office.
Topped initially by an il-
luminated metal centaur
(Air India's trademark logo
chosen by JRD Tata), the
building stood as a centre-
piece of Marine Drive sky-
line. It housed the Air India
art collection. The building
wasatargetduringtheserial
blasts in 1993, when a bomb
exploded in the basement.
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IndiGo to halt
Manchester
flight from Aug 31

New Delhi: IndiGo on Tuesday
said it will temporarily disconti-
nue its wide-body flight opera-
tions to and from Manchester
from Aug 31, citing longer flight
routes due to airspace restric-
tions amid the Iran conflict, ri-
sing aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
costs, and forex volatility.

The budget airline will re-
turn one of the six Boeing 7879
Dreamliner aircraft it had taken
on damp lease (hired along with
operating crew) from Norse At-
lantic Airways in early 2025.

IndiGo's Abhijit Dasgupta
said: “We inducted these aireraft
to fast-track our connectivity to
high-potential long-haul destin-
ations and witnessed a very enc-
ouraging response. [t is unfort-
unate that longer flying times
and rising costs compelled us to
take the decision...” T
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