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Mumbai air
traffic control
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Mumnbal Alr Traffie Controd
[ATC) managed a 25% over-
night surge in almpace traffic
and o 60% [ncrease in oceanic
traffic, according to  the
International Air Transport
Association  (IATA), which
commended Mumbal ATC for
effectively handling the spike
during helghtened tengions
between India and Pokistan.

IATA inaugurated its Blst
Annual General Meeting and
the Waorld Air Transpori
Summit &t Bharar Mandapam
in New Delhl on Sunday,

During the release of the
report, IATAY country direc-
tor for Indin, Nepal and
Bhutan, Amitabh Khosla
commended the Airports
Authority of India’s [AAL)
elfective managment of the
alr traffic durlng the recent
surge in volume over Arablan
Sea oceanic mimspace and
Mumbai flight information
region (FIR), a designated
area of airspace where ATC
provides |nformation and
Alu'tlngsu'l.'iul:_n

The IATA also commended
Mumbai Intermational
Airport Lid (MIALY the oper
ator of Mumbais Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharj Inmernational
Alrport, for belng a ploneer In
setting up a coordination
committee to address the alr
lines” concerns shout the slot

surges _ 25%

.

IATA appredates
Mumbai ATC for
effectively handling the
spike during
heightened tensions
between India and
Pakistan

IATA compliments
MIAL for being a
pioneer in setting upa
coordination
committee to address
the airlines’ concerns
about the slot cuts

cuts It also appreciated is
decigion to extend the deoad-
line m hal freighter airdine
operations at  CSMIAs
Terminal-L.

The Free Press Journal had
reporied on May 15that MIAL
reversed its earlier declsion of
slot cuts in the winter season
and shutting down freighter
operations, after being crit-
cised for the decisions

“We commend AAL as
Indins alr navigation services
provider, for i effective man-
agememt of the owernight
surge in afr tffic. specially in
Mumbai FIR. We also com-
mend MIA L for setiing up the
first such coordination com-
mittee respecting the alrlines’
historics as well B exwendlng
the cargo deadlines bevond
Augist,” said Khosla,
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India to have 50 more
airports in 5 yrs: Naidu
HIGHUGHTIMG THE GROWTH of
the indian aviation sector, Union
ministes K Rammohan Maidu on
Mo r].:l:,' said the countr ¥ aims to
have 50 more airports inthe next
5 years. Currently, there are 142
airparts in India and the number
has more than doubled
compared to FLairports in 2014
Naidu also asked global players
to collaborat & with Inclia for
sustainable aviation fuel
production. —PT
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Man held with exotic
wildlife at airport
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‘ 1‘\ 4
Ay

Somendra Sharma
MUMBAI
The Mumbai  Airport

Customs on Sunday arrested a
man who had arrived from
Bangkok for allegedly trying
to smuggle exotic animals,
which are officially desig-
nated as endangered. The
Customs seized spider-tailed

horned wipers, Asian leaf
turtles and Indonesian pit
vipers. The agency sources
said that such animals are sold
athuge prices.

The accused, an Indian, was
caught on the basis of specific
information, said the officials,
adding that exhibited signs of
nervousness. Further examin-
ation of the baggage revealed
that he was carrying animals,
said the officials. The wildlife
recovered include three
spider-tailed horned vipers,
five Asian leaf turtles and 44
Indenesian pit vipers, which
are not on the endangered
list. The process to send these
animals w their country of
origin is underway.
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Air India,

Indigo

plan to add aircraft

Mew Delhl, June 1: Air
Indin sees hupe upside in
passengor as well as cargo
aspments and is always
opemn for partnerships, s
chiefl executive officer
Campbell Wilson said as
the full service airline
waorks te upgrade itz air
oraft. improve service
quality and expand net-
works

Ajr India Group, which
i oxpanding fts Dot ax
weall as network, had a
domestic markst share af
7.2 per cent in April

The loss-making Alr
India is undergoing the
ambitions fve-vear trans-
formation plan
“VihaanAl" that com-
menced  in 2023, with
Wilson saying he is very
happy with the trajectory,
notwithstanding that
there Is more work to do

Adr India just learns to
adapt and move on when
thera are axternal factors
such as supply chain and
alrspace issues, he added,

Ancther aidiner, IndiGo
anpouneed placing a frm
order for another 30 wids
body  A350 planes with
Airbus, taking total num-
ber ol such sirerafl to 60,
In April 2024, the airline
placed n firm order fior 30
AZSD alrerall and there
was an option to order 70
mare such planes

IndiGe CEOQO Pleter
Elbers sald that out of 1he

* tﬂn INDIA ﬁrg_i.ln.m
which is expanding
fieet as well as
network, had a
domestic market share
of 27.2% In April.

& INDIGO announced
placing a firm order

for another 30 wide-
body A350 planes with
Airbus, taking total
number of such
aircraft to 60, —

A\

option for 70 planes, it Is
now placing a firm order
of 30 alreraft. The airline
haz over S planes on
order that are to be deliv-
ered kn the coming years
Meanwhile, Indian avia-
thon marked 1= emerging
stronger with growth in
connectivity  networks
aned airport infrastrie-
ture, and the country also
has the potential for pro-
ducing sustainable avia-
thon Tuel, global alrlines’
grouping LATA said.
However i alsosaid that
there is a high cost envi-
ranment In India and also
high uncertminty for tax
planning. rTi



AIRPUH ISAUT HORIT‘! OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAE UJALA

DELHI

2 JUNE 2025

a1t A 98 8T MRd BT foi=— &
fAaeT & dEadie 3awR ; dieq wHid

BET-HRA = PHac RTA IIR dfeds Afel, Aged, a3k FARR e o Ht vdle

IO T S

=2 faeen wres T A0
3 5 B = e i

CRARAI A S &R Y
3feres fepml & few 3R

G v R A A A el S A o
ST T T AT e 2,000 F aif Fort 3 e fam ¥
% Fw bew owo ow oW wr{muﬁm"ﬂﬁﬂwaﬁ'ﬁm#uﬂ
AEAL AT 2| W 1 A A 3 O e A
Qo 0§ s e ™ & I T A WO F
f o (aknhe ﬁﬁ?ﬁ.lﬁﬁwqﬁmiﬁmzﬂm{ﬁ
ST iR S e w1 W w A ferm w5 e g i
Hafim e SE BE R i gfee feefie Hmﬁinm
%31 1 T 2030 T TIET : ; ibdiuhiash :
T TETEE (TEERE) W : ; s
T HER WA SR 3 ST i o T Al He dhew Hie it Fvrermsi & fe uRa dar
STe T4 0§ | 2 e i 5 w5 w9 T W W OwE ¥
A 3 o TR TR RHCEIRCIC GG RAC TR | 7 v fo i v o i 2
i a3 e w R | EEICEEREBIE R ik s a s i se s
aem # afer A, ST —— . ’ o E A W WA
raveiaiitens | TORASINSERRBGINGY. A AN e A
B cie g v wmwmﬁﬂmﬁiﬁr@ﬁﬁm T AUG B 355AA 45 e S A
S ﬁaaa'mirirfmaﬁ:; AT | ZH G F 9 1.5 FE § HGE e 731 32 I o w9 o

A 5 FE wens A T2

¥ H b, M - aqr{_l
warE TR W I #) T F R

s T e W R &5 @l & SO A Sl W
qﬁmﬁl?ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁ it 3 w1 B e % s e G wuea A

o =T oS 7w F S 9 A e
ﬁhmwﬁﬁgﬁ:ﬂ; wiﬁmfﬁﬂamammtl m,mmﬁmmﬁm#mﬁ%
ueEn e T s 2 o mmeny Bk it &1 4 T
ﬂ‘l- q m Eﬁ m m H‘T ‘1';\-1'."51. Ht‘:’.‘l;r"“‘ﬂlt m | e =WAE A - .EH-I e e ] b | "‘III'{‘F A
FTHERE F TONE &, 9w uwA F m ﬁ?IT =t &1 3wt ang = ==
A T A O TS iy e 1 9ok 0 8 g, T 7 w1 % & uw A
T B A P o i o e o AAR BIM o 3 o 1w 2 e
femm o 7 #W1 B TN, T et sht v 1w 3 W . o e | 1 e
wir § 6 w9 T W oW W i e € o e e, dAfewy | 6 A9 56 A W A0 SiEsl w1 A S i 3
TEH | 3 el 6 o v s e v 9 A S swem e 31 ot S W W IV A W A B 3R e
i A A e s #) e, o o T e we sl | R @ ST R 91 50, OF sieeREE A e
TEN 74 0 UEET 162 WIE | TTHS iRt w9 i &) 35 A9 B %21 A w0 & S 215 9 g s
m.wmﬂﬂﬁmmﬁ BT S ST O 76 A & e Wmmﬁﬁﬁﬂ?iaﬂﬁrﬂﬁ!ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Tz e o e R A 1T T W o e SIS i W T A g T



AFRPUR 'SAUT HORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 3 N LI

yrEvdiv & HeErfeeies A faffmfor &5 @t freeran 3ik o™ ot #ies: s1aTe feiem, ar...

33 Pl FIPTA U 216 H 40 BiFal Tt
& ITe1 Ui 3R A 31feres B gars an

3T AN S/ 3 yvde @t T St A
e eeese, EDDD et

| ( HEE ) & A -- B =g 7 A A
Hiwgl w1 FEW € B ER ﬁlﬂﬂ’fﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ e 3 8w i

wqh wd ol fw e A o) 3 2 aik Rl  Resigalbe i dalyi
i FEm daqE 3 I T | = T 7 fem fremm
:rﬁﬁm:mwlméﬁg aﬁgﬂ‘ldﬂlﬁ e : - ;E{‘E{I.Kﬁmaﬂwg‘a
1 G T 40 HIEE F0 € T Y fhﬂmq&@m.

& =, g 0 war i

I T A W 30 wmmmmﬁmﬂms.a

MERATRE  gfmAm AR oA RO veRE s st e s e

T A 42 e W IR | it 7w w0 s 3w, g A6 g g m s T S R i AL A

F1 T SMEE FOAN AT o 5 # o A o RO i gy g AT 77 T AN & e 536 37 S

A (v ) § HER w5 oy TS 1 TR B S A 71 T e w0 8, o <A 3 1.8 el &
anit azen : '

b oo e ettt b SR LA 117 7 3R ST : BT 1 2R & i # s
HHFERTETFES 5 o0 5 7 4,06 T I A A ikl T2 e F  ahE

3.40 FPE =00 | HiEE

sirfit sfemn # w wweneil & 7 3 A 1 e i e i i T g A e
FAY oA Tm # ge = mﬁw&#zﬁsﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁgﬁ” o mmqﬁ'ﬂwqﬁr{' ! 'mm

i B R A R w firge 12 Wl g a A A i mﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ%

Faffim &7 01 e o € T Torm T ) S s J i Eee qu,mmwmm A femE v & e
#117,000 famT1 7 Fpwimm 2 e Y TSl W B A & e s §-2 P e o T A W, 2 H
R AN Ao el AR s Aa s e S S0
Feeit & 9 14 59 5 3T g i

v TECRYT I W, S AR O0AE AT TR S AT e f W mmm R wE fiormg Pem sen b o
2025 & feme P fesimm gtt.% WAL F 28 TG WO W G-I REAFAL) S o e S 162 FETESTES €, 57 2014
T TEN UF O U AU T R AN SR A e d S U9 T MW TSW 8, T W 350 # i fas :ﬁﬁﬁnm‘gﬁm
e H 26 TR FA 11,100 FETATIi A AT S g i @ e A TR st o e w1 e i



AIRPUH FSAUT HORIT 4 l’._'}lF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHT 2 JUNE 2025

Air India, Air Mauritius
expand codeshare deal
-

| i
umﬁ: 4

Mew Delhiz Alr india and Air
Mauritius announced

expanding their codeshare
tie-up, providing better
ccccccccc ty for india with
South Africa, Reunion and
Madagascar via Mauritius e
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Don’t just Make in India, Design in India too: Modi

GROWTH STRATEGY. India is accelerating efforts to become a global aviation, manufacturing hub; aims to set up a $4-b MRO hub by 2030

—
Ouir Bureau
New Dethi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday invited in-
westments into the country’s
sviation sector, which he said
is poised to reach unpreced-
ented heights,

Addressing  the Interna-
ation's Blst Amnmm
Meeting and World  Air
Transport  Summit, Modi
said, “The new Indian Air-
craft Act aligns aviation laws
with plobal best practices,
ensuring a streamlined regu-
fatory framework, case of
comphiance and a simplified
tax strocture, which
presents o significant invest-
ment opportunity for major
international aviation com-

18"

He  highlighted that
growth in the aviation sector
translates to new flights, new
jobs and new possibilities,
noting that the industry is

di riunities for
P"—'EF:‘I”I: g Oppa

, crew members, engin-

eers and ground staff.

Besides, he pointed to the
emergence of maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
25 a “sunrise sector”, stating
that India is sccelerating ef-
forts to become a global hub
for aircraft maintenance. He
saidd that in 2014, India had
96 MRO facilities, which had
now increased to 154,

Moreover, 100 per cent
FDI under the automatic
route, GST reduction and tox
rationalisation measures had
given a fresh momentum to
India’s MRO sector.

Modi further outlined In-
dia's goal to establish a §4-
billion MRO hub by 2030, re-
inforcing the nation's avi-
ation growth strategy.

Further, he stressed that
India should not be viewed
merely a5 an aviation market
but as avalue-chain leader.

He said that from “design
to delivery”, India is becom-
ing an integral of the
El:ﬁ] aviation mF;;IT}' chain,
and asserted that the its dir-
ection and pace are on the

right track, expressing con-

Prime Minister Marendra Modi with Union Minister of Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammahan Maidu
(extreme left) and MoS Murlidhar Mohol (extreme right) during the Interational Abr Transport
Association’s 81st Annual General Meating en

fidence in the nation’s con-
tinued rapid progress.

‘DESIGN IN INDIA'

In addition, Modi arged avi-

gtion companies to not only

embrace ‘Make in India' but

also ‘Design in India’.
Underlining that consist-

ent reforms had been a key

driver of India's rapidly ex-
panding aviation sector, he
stressed  India’s  commit-
ment to becoming 2 global
manufacturing  hub,  with
strategic initiatives support-
ing this vision.

He mentioned that “Mis-

sion MaEnufacturing” was an-
nounced  in  this  year's

Budget, reinforcing India's
focus on industrial growth.

Expressing his confidence
in India’s growing signific-
ance in the global aviation
ecosystem, he said, “Today,
India is emerging as a global
leader in space-aviation con-
VErgTnee.”

He alsp pointed out In-

dia's remarkable transformsa-
tion In civil aviation over the
past years. “India has become
the third-largest domestic
aviation market i the
world,” he said,

Emphasising the sucoess
of the regional connectivity
UDAN scheme, he called it a
golden chapter in Indian civil
aviation history.

Modi stated that under
this initiative, over 15 million

had benefited
Em:u ﬁg:hbk girtravel, en-
abling many citizens to fly for
the first ime.

He also remarked that In-
dia's airlines continued to
achieve double-digit growth,
with 240 million passengers
flying annually — surpassing
the total tion of most
mumm:smwid:

He projected that by 2030,
this number is expected to
reach 500 million passen-
gers, Modi noted that 3.5 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) of cargo are
transported by air annually in
India, and this volume is sct
to increase to 10 mt by the
end of this decade.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF IATA

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 2 june

The ongoing debate on whether bilateral
rights between India and Gulf nations
should be increased only when there is
substantial point-to-point traffic is "silly™”
a8 demand is so high that It can accom-
mndateeveryone, Edhad Aviation Group
chief executive officer{CEQ) Antonoaldo
Meves told Business Standard. He added
that each airline’s cost and pricing model
served a different custoimer segment.

His comments come a day after Alr
India CEO and MD Campbell Wilson said
that bilateral fAving rights should be
increased only if there is substantial
point-te-point demand.

At the core of the debate are concerns
from Indian airlines that Gulf carrers
carry limited point-to-point traffic

berween India and West Asia, instead
psing their hubs in Dubal and
Abu Dhabi o predominantly take pas-
sengersio Europe and North America.

"The discussion is just silly because
in the end, we don't price like that. We
priceaccording to demand ™ Neves said.
He added that Indian carriers — like
IndiGo — have some of the lowest
unit costs in the world, and are able to
offer cheaper fares to Abu Dhabi,
while Etihad targeis a different set of
passengers. Neves sald talks between
India and Abu Dhabi for additional
rights have not vet begun but should
startsoon. "It [sthe dght time to start the
discussions,” he said.

He mentioned that the demand for
seats on Etihad's India flights are "very
high” but the alrcraft supply in itself
"remains constrained” due to supply

i

Etihad Aviation Group CEQ
Antonoaldo Neves emphasised

the need to Increase bilateral rights
inastaggered manner

chainissues. The load factorson Etihad’s
India fiights remain above 90 per cent
throughont the vear,

"S0. what we need Is a staggered
approach. We need to Increase the bilat-
eral rights between the twocountries ina
staggered manner,” he added.

The bilateral air services agreement
berween India and Abu Dhabd currently
allows for 50,000 weekly sears for airlines
from each side. Both Indian and Abu
Dhahi-based carriets have fully utilised
their allocated fiying rights.

Speaking againstallegations that Gulf
carriersenjoyan unfairedge, Neves said,
“I believe in trade agreements and traffic
right agreements that are balanced so
that both sides have the same tools o
compete. Andthey explore the oppogtn-
ity in a batanced way.”

He said Indian airlines are well-posi-
tioned to compete. "Indian carriers’ unit
cost is better than ours. So, this story thar
Indian carriers dom’t have an ability to

compete s not of today. It's an old story,”
headded.

MNeves said Erihad could haveused the
same argument to block expansion.
“Etihad could say it doesnt want any
increase in bilateral rights because
IndiGo has a much lower unit cost due to
low labour costs, But Lam not saying that.
[ am saying that both — Abu Dhabi and
India — are pro-market places that
encourage competition,” he added.

Healso questioned claims of protec-
tionism. “l think there's a lot of dis-
cussion about this protectionism, but [
don't think it matches the action.
Because if the action was protectionism,
why did IndiGo Just announce a
parinership with Alr France-KLM?Why
is IndiGo not flying all over Europe
before they do a parmership with Air
France-KLM?™
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Making more noise does not
make you right: IndiGo CEO

DELFAN PETTL
Pt D, 2 fors

A dwy sfier Eosdrares Presldent Tlm Clark
eriticlsed rescricrion an aly sccess o for
elgn sirbimes, Indids Chisf Executive
Oficer (CEQ) Pleter Elbers pashed back,
erressing thay hEmeral sl service agees-
e wene meant o be mutusally becefl
cial and mmaking "moes modee" did normakes
DEe move right.

"Flrm ofall, s callal a blaienl
mgresment, nghs® That means
wn skdes have D agres om
something. If one side makes
mde and moee nokes, i doesn’t
IENEAn WO are more eighe”
Elbers sabd during 3 press con
ference af rhe anomal general
meeming 6 the International Adr
Tresport Assoclarion (LATA}
o Monday.

“Ir's mot tha if
nme shis SaE,

now we dis "
chats mm
B L

atement comes after Emirates prez critic

works,” headded.

WIChau nansing sy specife coumry of
reglen, EThens noed That thers have his
carically been sevenal Inteenadkonal mar
kets where forelgn alrlimes fully utllised
thelr enzltl=menis to By o Indla, whils
Indiasy camviers did mot. "Thers were 2
maslve nuanber of 8lghts inio Indils and
e pperacins by lsdlan opersos. So, B
0 governmend 1o say, ‘s le's use the

exhring pood of mraffic dghts and then
ok pew ores, [nhink than's & com
pletedy faly and balaseed appeoach.”

His commems come  smid
ongoing demands from CGulf car
Flees llke Emirnres and Catsr Al
ways for Increased flving Hghs
1 g From Enitia. Thee TIAS bas

€ IT"S NOT THAT IF ONE

* curbs on foreign airines” air access

peen urging Indis to revise the 2004 b
ersd ageement, which caps seat entite
IMETE a1 66, 5 per week for each shde,

Inidla. bowever, has been relucians i
expand these dghts, &= Wess Aslan hubs
Nike Dubal and Doha primarily chenmel
Inadlan sraffle anwand o Nonk Amerlcs
anad Euenpe.

Elbers poloted out whar Imdls has
revised bl meral sgpee mencs with several
couniries in recent tmes. "1 think the gov
ernment af Tmdls has stepped farward and
made a coupde of new alr service agres-
mimas with i fferent counres b difsren
jparts of the woeld,” he sald, onihe peecep
o vhar [mdls s been InfSesible

LATA Directoe Gensrel Willle Walsh om
Maonitay sald that this challenge opilying
righis s mot onlque i Indda. He acknow]
edged mhe counorys mpld growsh Im
damestie aviackon and poted i Indla's
fezm of widebody nlreral — previously les
than 50 = |5 fnally expasding. “As we see
zhe expansion of [Bdian carriess i ey
matkets. these will have o be a corre-
sponding changs o the spproach for
PRy

A-1may help India become int’l transit hub

SUMRITET O&S GLIFTA
P b, 2 porm

Conliler chis: desphe @ Caife of over (30
msillion passersgens ying inaeroartionl-to
Imtermarional (121} rOULes per AR oves
Endla oolyane-sisshol te long: el trafic
{6 million} cmanates from the commmy.

Thert 18 why Delhl, the conmiry's larges
RArpo, has @ mere & per cean share-ul s 130
miillion marker of passengems who mansk
Eromithe capinal — & Errascule conypared 1o
B0 per cen Alsare heid by Dubal and
ANOLheT 7.5 per cent hekd ry Doba.

That's mof all. Our of the 25 millien pas
engers wiho fhy ongg haul teand from indls
A majoriny of them (as much s 20 millian
e AN b o connecting e she e
s direcrl. And 35 per cent of those looldg
Eor commerting Bghs for 17 million passen
gers) consert theough non-dndian hubs
uslrg forelam carriers.

But there | good cews. Tars-gamssd Aly
Endia ls qaistdy Implemening 4 sraegy 1o
graba larger shame b4 reeaking Its Intema
thnnal peTwork 1o enabile mose Bl conmes
i & It esgpands capaciy, brings s more
merwrwie-hodied srcralt, upgrades s prod

Eyeing the long haul
Mddressahle 12 market veer ndia
Iw FRangEns [nmi

L i SEA i S
Mamtraloiiew Toakasad t= ELH
Worth Amvericaitn Soerth East Ak
W A i S

‘e

Todal

IR sootharst S FLE Europeas Linss
*Propcied Sourte: dustryk sl res s

B e atis

ueToflering s S0 10 BOEE FIULES.
mrl‘:gu: \nan perspeczive, foeskan caien
owes 78 percent of the Intemational
Leiigg-hceas 11 ighees From an oo Braclia Adr Enclia
|8 AT 21 per cent and che remaining pormon is
with othems. Bt acoording to projectioos,
the: 128 rafic over India is expecred bo it
200 million by 1035 providing an even
larger markes phe for doosesic cartiers 1o
grab And Indls with ks srmegic kcation
and developing aviarbon ecceysiem can

rransfiom ivsorkd-class alpaors

T Inbtial resuls, sy indeary wanchers,
s alresdy showiog. Ay indls oafMc fromche
TUIK sl e Eviposeesen Uiniion (EL has growms
fourfold since December 3023, Thike whs
chosety Inllow s Fouse planning sy this hes
jpanly bappensd i the aifdine b5 now
cupabileafoflering passengersin the UEand
EUrnpe comvenlent connertions oo South
ekl Axls aod Ausealin through s primary
Ieab in Delhi. Toodo s, ihes optinbsed con
necTion tmes herween (lights, bothways, 1o
2,53 haotaes cnam parzl Lo Over 13 hours earliss

“Adr Incdtia will consinue toplay an acte
e b g s il develoEng
Trnckiss s i v o ceresds hdha, Measly o0 mil
o 120 rmlTie cweresnly Pliss orver Indiac and
WS S A OROITLLNY o drive some of 1hat
Emific through Delld, Munsbal, and Eenga-
Barns bubs. We hove optlmdsed oar femwerk
and schedules oo bulld bank sorectunss af
shese ke, This b ensbisd seamles two-
WH CORTRCTIONS [ Around 5 per cent ofthe
long-haul Inrerraticned markes Moo Indls. ™
ansdrbndia a0 sadd

A Il huss o realiarusd s shuo- haud
metwodk o ensfle converdens B Wen
ermwe] through Indis eea e

Will set up unitif
orders total at least
200: Embraer exec

DCIPAS PRTTL
Pimwn Dialh, 2 s

Rrazillan slremft ket
Embusey sadd it could rmmg g
crungorer sourring froom Indis
and Is remdy o0&t op & final
assermhly line inthe couniry M
serures onders oogalllng o lesst
200 planes, el off Al -Puciflc
Rmul Villsron (phorsed] sold
Fubsess Sranderd on Moedag

“Ircila PEESETRS 5 VIEE OfIpOT
runiry for regloeal jers in the 8o
0 150-aemer segment. 1F we are
shietnclone e for pbour 300
alermaf, & widd make grong
Erusiness sense for us o kolise
more agpresdvedy, |Ecinding
emabiiching s finul ssemshly lne
and. oy base
hepe” aedd Willseom, who s alen
the comparmssenborvie-peesl
e for AslaPacific

The cormpany ssimsies thar
Inalis wil require at leas sooair
cralt in rhis segmen over the
nea two decndes, deiven by
PO ety iy Deeds i
Thee 10 sl They- [1] cities.

Linliks TLIEOPIOE,
Embrass’s jets offier lnnger range
and Famer travel tmes, making
hesm well-soleed R Bndla sevol
ving nerwork, Villaon ssid

Hhe wins spealing 1o e news
paper on the sldeilnes of the
anpaml genersl meeting of the
Inemmatimal  Alr Trenspom
Assncimrion

Coaremly, Embrses has pline
manufscuring  Gaclies  In
Rraad] ond the 1S,

Embmer alresdy his & pres
ence b lndia wich neardy 5o al
crat of = difeen opes
opeming acrocs comumescial,
defence and business aviation
RECLOE.

ation business gvistion, services
and suppoen, and the emeTging
e sl muhilliy

The commpany ks i the pro
coss of expaning s local neam
W Erengen capabilicies aones
cidporste funcTions, peocurs-

ment, sapply chsim and e
eeiing.

“We are buikding sspacity 10
suppan Indle’s dyramie s
Bpace o dafenie scosysem
Ersibeses sk 0 6 Sa0en s,

In Febeuary 3031 Embrass
Deferse & Securty dgnsd a
memsom it ofundessaeing
Mol weitls Slahieeirg Defience
Eyurams 10 jolnaly esplore (he
Imflam Alr Foeres  Medhun
Temresport Aleceaft {MTA) peo
m ol ting has - 300 M

1 aecm s @ coniender.

Turboprop alrcraf muani
Iucrurer ATE had on Sundisy
1ol Business Seamdsnt dun &
i willlng so estahillsh s mang
Incruring Eacility in  Indds,
shoulil there be § compelliog
Dusiness cuse.

“Nothing ks ol the tabde I &
makes sense from s industrial
ardbusiness perspective.” Jean
Piezme Clercin, head of consmer
il Toer ATR In Asla- Pecific, Bad
told Fralness Ssandard inan
Imenview,

We are @ jolo vemrure
‘berwesn Albus and Lecmando,
Both pur shareholders already
have & sgnificant footprins in
Inatia®supply chain And, Seres
& 5ot wee can Trulld on Emom thar ™
hie ] med.

Curremly, ATH manufac
Tores adrore in France and Eaky.
Ini March, Alrbes — ATRS oo
OWNES ~— ancounced plans 1w
Incyesse soaarcing froan Endls o
82 billlon annually by 2000, up
Froon 824 billkon.
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Aviation Hub-Bub,
Now, Bridge the Gulf

Capacity-add gives W Asian rivals run for money

India hasembarked onamuchoverdue expansion of inter-
national aircarriage capacity and isjustified in notexpand-
ingbilateral agreements with countries in West Asia, Avia-
tionhubs in the region rely on international travel from In-
dia. They have betefited from the lack of long-range wido-
bodied alreraft operated by Indlan airines. This situation
is changing, with Alr India and IndiGo placing orders for
around L0 jetliners with Boeingand Airbus. But deliver-
ies will bespread out. and adequate capacity on internation
al rontes will take time 1o build. It is to be expected that
West Asian carriers will soek expanded bilateral agree-
ments and that Indian alrlines will oppose the demand, Al-
Iowing more irmventory would work infavourof Gull carri-
ers thatenjoy a significant fuel price advantage.

The Guif carriers argue, as some voices have in the on-
poing IATA AGM in Delhi, that it may not be in the inter-
estof Indian travellers if their capaci-
ties are stranded while Indianairlines
build their Neets. They have a point in
that supply constraints could affect
market growth. The fare dynamics,
however, donoteall for government in
tervention. Indian airlines have soak-
ed up most of the alreraft available on
lease while they wait for deliveries, They need to match
Gulf carriers on price, volume and service guality, Gain-
ing market share on the West Asia route is vital to India’s
ambition of having its own aviation hub. It's pitting the
rising number of Indian passengers — expected todrive
international alr travel growth in the coming decade —
against West Asia's, which serves as an obvions ransit
point among Asla, Europe and Afriea.

Capacity addition across India's aviation value chain
has been remarkably rapid in recent years. While most
of itis directed at increasing domestic air travel, market
dvnamics also require a strong international presence
as well. The country is correcting its chronic overdepen-
dence on forelgn airlines to ferry Indian passengers and
needn’t heed the resultant heartburn.
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Now, Catch the Connecting Flights

Campbell Wilson
|

India is home toa growing, confident
young population, and a vibrant start-
up ecosystem driving consumption
and innovation atscale. There's an air

about India. So, it's nosurprise that In-

dian aviation, with millions of aspira-
tional air passengers and more than
1,350 commercial aircraft in the order
pipeline, has the world's attention.

According to IATA, more than4.4bn
passengers travelled by air in 2023,
along with 38 tn worth of global trade
—33% of total by value. Nearly 60%
of global tourists arrive by plane,
making an economic contribution of
$27.1bn, and supporting 5 mn people
inIndia. Andeach flight — of which
there are more than 35 mn each vear

— requires dozens of crews, engine-
ers, caterers, ground-handlers and
other trained staff tomake it happen.

UN's International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAD) declared that

investment in air connectivity hasa
multiplier effect of 3.1to GDP and
each aviation job creates6.] others.
According to Air Transport Action
Group's(ATAG) 2024 Aviation; Bene-
fits Beyond Borders', the sector sup-
ports 86.5 mn global jobs and contribu-
tes §4.11n, 3.9% of the global economy,
In India, according to LATA, overall
contribution of aviation is 7.7 mnjobs
and $33.6 bn to GDP

The 2022 privatisation of AirIndia,
along with IndiGo, the emergence of
two sizeable, well-capitalised and
professionally-run local airlines set
the direction for Indian aviation.
Their combined aircraft order book,
valued at well over $150 bn, leaves no
doubt as to ambition and commit-
ment. As does massive investment,
both public and private, in India's
aviation infrastructure, including
douh]lng of operational airports from
74101548 in just the last decade, and the
imminent opening of second airports
in Delhi and Mumbai.

It is, nevertheless, remarkable that,
even as India surpasses 350 mn annual
air travellers and becomes the world's
third-largest domestic air travel mar-
ket, most of its opportunity lies ahead.
Witha country of 14 bn people and 6.5%
annual GDP growth, vet an intensity

Take off and run

of airtravel 1/5* that of China, poten-
tial demand is enormous.

India has long punched well below
its weight, operating a fraction of the
long-haul fleet of even some city-stat-
es, As this situation is addressed, and
morenon-stop flights are added betwe-
en India and the world's major cities,
global airtravel flows will be reshaped.

There is opportunity to better serve,
and draw back to Indian carriers, the
35-mn-strong Indian diaspora. And,
then, there's opportunity for India to
connect the world. 130 mn inter-
national travellers fly over Indiaeach
vear; with many connecting through
anairport nearby The right combi-
nation of networl, customer ex-
perience and value for money, coupled
with increasing business and tourism
allure, can shift the centre of aviation
gravity and steer more economic

benefit toward Indian soil.

But success is not inevitable. Reali-
sing India’s opportunity will require
sustained and aligned effort. Invest-
ment by airlines and airports must
continue on aireraft, product, people
and customers, as well as on suppor-
ting infrastructure, such as training
and maintenance,

Critical aviation enablers—such as
air navigation system providers, im-
migration and customs services—all
need to plan for the growth ahead and
build capacity and efficiency toaccom-
modate what will be a step-change in
volume, National and state policy af-
fecting ease, clarity and cost of doing
business must draw from the world's
best practice, as must application of
regulation and deployment of tech-
nology. Coordination of all the pieces
must be effective, consistent and align-
ed toa decades-long roadmap,

It won't be easy. But examples of
what happens when the key cards are
played right are nearby and there for
all to see. Equally, one need not look
too far, ineither distance or time, to
see the opposite. Aviationcan bean
even larger engine and catalyst of
India’s national development.

The writer is CEO-MD, Air India
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INDIGO CEO COUNTERS EMIRATES PRESIDENT
‘Policy on Int’l Flying
Rights Fair & Balanced’

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Indian govern-
ment has a fair and balanced app-
roach on international flying
rights said Pieter Elbers, CEO of
IndiGo on Monday;

Elbers' comments come a day af-
ter Emirates president Tim Clark
said that restricting access for fo-
reign airlines by restricting flving
rights was akin to “shooting your-
self in the foot,” Elbers jibed at
Clark saying making “more noi-
se" doesn't make one more right.

“First of all, it's called a bilateral
agreement, right” That means two
sides must agree on something. If
one side makes more and more noi-
se, it doesn’t mean you're more and
moreright,” Elberssaidinreplytoa
guestion from ET during a press
conference at the annual general
meeting at IATA on Monday: “It's not
that if onesidesays, ‘now wedoit’—
that’s not how it works,” he added.

Clark of Emirates has been vocal
about India’s policy as Dubai, the
carrier's it's home state, has been

Airline Profits
may Rise Despite
Headwinds: IATA

New Delhi: Despite uncertainti-
escreated by geopolitical strife
and tariff wars, airlines are
expected tosee a slight increase
inprofitsto $36 billionin 2025
against $32 4 billion last year
due to lower fuel prices, the
Intermational Air Transport
Association (IATA) said at its
annual general meeting in Delhi
onMonday. - Our Bureau

unable to untangle the issue after
India froze any extension of flying
rights to middle-east countries in
order to encourage its carriers to
fly wide body aircraft and provide
direct connectivity to North Ame-
rica and Europe. Dubai said it was
protectionism.
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Prirme Minister Marendra Modi being greeted by from right) IndiGo CEQ Pleter Blbers, nd EG-MD H.;hul Bhatia

and LATA DG Wilke Walsh at the industry body's annual general meeting n Mew Delhi on Monday. India should
be perceived as not just a large aviation market but also asa value chain leader, Modi said B REPORT, Pé

IndiGo CEO backs India’s flying
rights stance, counters Emirates

SWARA) BAGGOMKAR
Mew Delhi, June 2

INWHAT C AN be viewed asa strong
defence of the the government's
stand on bilateml flving dghtsand a
painted rebuttal to Emirates presi-
dent Tim Clark’s demand a day ago
forexpanded seat allo@tionsto Gulf
carders, IndiGo CEOPieter EBers on
Monday suppaorted the eurrent
approach of preserving balance in
mternational air traffic rights.

Speakingat the lntemational Air
TrangportAssociation’s (IATA)annual
geneml meating, Elbers emnphasiced
that bilateral agreements are mutyual
andl rmust serve the interests of both
coLin i s 'ulh:ll'\-l.‘dll:llﬂjl.l.‘\d LR

PIETER ELBERS, CEO INDGO

If one side makes more
and more noise, it does
not mean that side is
maore and more right

“If one side makes more and
more noise, it does not mean that
side B moreand maore right,”Elbers
maid, responding to growing pres
sure from Guif carriers. "Bilateral
means two sides have o agres on
something forthe benefitofboth.”

Hisremarks comea day after the

Emirates president renewed calls
for increasing seat entitlements
between India and the Gulf, citing
rapldly rising demand. "We have
been stuckwith 65, 000 seats (per
week) ineach direction forjust over
11 years. Forevery seatwe sell, there
are probably 10 whowant i, Clark
said on Sunday.

The seat entitlements between
India and the UAE have rem ained
unchanged since 2015. Under the
current bilateral agreement, both
Indian and UAE carners areal lowed
toopemte 6 5,000 seats perweekin
each direction. These quotas are
already fully utilised,

Continved on Page 7

IndiGo CEO backs India’s stance on flying rights

GULFCARRERS 5UCH as Emiratos,
Qatar Airways, and Etihad have been
pressing for an increase to expand
thear footprint i the high-demand
Indbamarket.

However, Elbers argued that has
tofdcalcontext mustbe keptinmind
“Historically, there were a massive
number of flight into India using
the flying rights, but Indian operm
tarswere not using theirs, and this
should be taken into considemtion,”
he said. *For the povernment to first
utilise the mdsting pool of traffic
rightsbefore moving to anewpool is
a fair and balanced approach,” he
sl

T'he issue is particudarty rebevant
eiven the rapid expansion of Gulf
hubs like Dubai and Abu Dhala,
which have evolved into majortmn-

sit pomts for global travd o Eumpe,
Africa, and North America, Indian
carriers, meanwiiile, are still in the
precessof scaling up their wide-hody
fleet s and long-haul opermtions
With Indban alrlise constiatnel
by the imited avalability of wide
body aircraft, currently estimated
between 65 and 75, the pressure is
mounting to defend market share

—

trom heaviby resounoed Golf carders,
In companson, Emimtes, Qatar Alr
waysand Etihad collectively operate
over 500 widebody alrerai

Willie Walsh, director general of
1ATA, undetlined the imbalance,
“About 2 -3 yeamago therewereless
than 50widebody airoraft m India
foracountrywitha population of 1.4
bilion, which is astounding,”VWalsh

said. "As we see the expansion of
Indian @ rriers and thelr access w
new global markets, wewlll also see
acomesponding change in the coun
try's appmach o bilateral agree
men s, he added

I'he Tata Group owned Afrindia,
has trad itionallyopposed expanding
fiying rights for Gulf airlines, socept
In cases of genuine paint-to-polint
desmiand, anguing that further e
alsationwoild erode Ind ian carmers'
competitiveness by strengthening
foreign hube at India'sexpenss.

Elbers’ support for the govern-
mient position underscores a grow-
In g cansensis among [ndian card-
ers that international expansion
must bedone on theirown terms,
ensuring domestic players are not
outpaced in thelrown backyard
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SWARAJ BAGGONMKAR
New Delhi, June 2

INDIA SHOULD BE perceived as
not just a large aviation market
but also as avalue chain leader,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said in his address at the annual
general meeting of the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association
(IATA) in New Delhi on Monday.

India’s civil aviation market is
the fastest growing in the world,
and it is already the third largest,
behind the US and China. Home-
grown brands like IndiGo, Air India
and Akasa Air have placed orders
for more than 2,000 planes to tap
the future growth in the sector.

To keep up with the allied sec-
tor of aircraft service, Modi said,
“In 2014, there were 96 MROs
(maintenance repair and over-
haul) in India, which has increased
to 154 today. Ourtargetis to make
India a 54 billion MEO hub?”

“We want the world to look at
India not just as an aviation
market but also a value chain
leader. From design to delivery,
India isbecoming an integral part
of the global supply chain,” Modi

Not just a market, India should
become value chain leader: PM

FAST-PACED GROWTH mGovtaims tohave

#IndiGo, Air India and Akasa Air

have placed orders for more than

2,000 planes

to tap the future growth

®india’s civil aviation
market is the fastest
growing in the world and it
is already the third largest

390

operational airports
by the 100th year of
independence

® Around 240
million passengers
undertake air
travel every year

further added.

Healso highlighted the launch
of the UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) scheme, which was
launched during the first term of
the Modi government in 2016.
The scheme aimed to helpairlines
operate tlights tothe unconnected
and underconnected airports.

“The success of our UDAN
scheme is a golden chapter in

INANCIAL EXPRESS [ue, 83 June 2825

READ TO LEAD

India’s civil aviation space. More
than 15 million customers have
benefited from cheaper travel.
Many people took to the skies for
thefirst time ever," Modi added.
"Our airlines are clocking dou-
ble-digit growth.Around 240 mil-
lion passengers undertake air
travel every year; this is more than
the total population of many
countries. By 2030, this is

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77483240

MARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER:

Our target is
to make India
a $4-billion
MRO hub

estimated to rise to 500 million.

Today, 3.5 million metric tonne
cargo are transported by air. By
the end of this decade, this
will increase to 10 million,"
Modi added.i

The government aims to have
350 operational airports by the
100th year of independence,
which will be more than double

compared tothe 157 at present.

&
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Delivery delays cause missed
opportunities: IndiGo CEO

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
New Delhi, June 2

SUPPLY CHAIN SHORTAGES con-
tinue to cripple aircraft deliveries,
impacting growth and business pro-
jections, especially in high-growth
markets like India,aseniorofficial at
the IATA AGM said on Monday.
Aircraft makers like Boeing and
Airbus are sitting on world-wide
pending ordersof morethan 17,000
commercial jets, including around
1,500 from just three Indian carri-
ers — IndiGo, Air India and Akasa Air,
According to IATA, the waiting
period for new aircraft deliveries is
currently estimated at 14 years.
Pieter Elbers, CEQ, IndiGo and
chair, IATA Board of Govermnors
2024-2025,said, “Post Covid-19,we
thought therewillbea solutionin 6-
12 months, butitis 25 monthsnow,
and there is no end of sight, which1

IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elbers

would say is amissed opportunity in
terms of addressing the market
demand. This is, especially, true in
high- growth markets like India
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
had previouslywarned that theair-
craft shortage is hampering airline
growth to persist for 4-5 years

more, with pain points being
engines for narrow-body jets, busi-
nessand first-class seats and some
elements of aircraft fuselages.

ThedelayshavealreadyforcedAir
India to squeeze out the best
respurces from the available fleet,
involving refurbishment of jets that
are 15-17 years old and desperately
needing interiorupgrades,especially
the entertainment system and seats.

The Tata Group-run Air India,
which has afleet of 300, is expect-
ing FY26 tobe a flat year as faras
the operating fleet is concerned. It
hasblamed delays in aircraft deliv-
eries for the constraintsin capacity
addition.

Supply chain disruption has
been impacting not just the manu-
facturing of new aircraft but also
the service needs of existing planes,
rendering many to remain non-
operational.

‘India set to be ATR’s largest mkt’

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
New Delhi, June 2

INDIA 1S EXPECTED to surpass
Indonesia to become the largest
operator of ATR aircraft in the
world overthe next fewyears, as the
country prepares to double the
numberof airports,said|ean-Pierre
Clercin, head of commercial for
Asia Pacific, ATE.

Speaking to FE on the sidelines
of the IATA AGM, Clercin said,
“Thereare ongoing discussionsthat
we are having with different play-
ers. From the market perspective,
over the next 5- 10 years, we can put
up to 3 00 aircraft in India”

IndiGo, the country’s largest air-

“INANCIAL EXPRESS [ue:

READ TO LEAD

1

Jean-Pierre Clercin, head of
commercial for Asia Pacific, ATR

line, operates 48 ATRswhile Alliance
Airflies 22 of themand Fly 91 oper-
ates theremaining 2.At 70, Indiais
thesecondlargest market for ATRin
the world with Indonesia being the

03 June 2025

https://epaper.financialexpress

.com/c/7T7483244

largest with 100 ATRaircraft.

India aims to have 350 airports
by 2047, upfromabout 157 at pre-
sent, as part of the Viksit Bharat
vision.

“It is a boom time for us. We
have 1,450 planes flying all across
the world and from that perspec-
tive (India’s) 70 is a very strong
number. It is the second largest
market in the world after Indone-
siaand itwill be the biggest before
2030/ Clercin added.

Clercin further said that ATR
could explore the possibility of hav-
ing a manufacturing presence in
India if there is a clear path about
demand. The company has an
assemblytactoryinToulouse, France.

&
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Al expands codeshare
pact with Air Mauritius
AlR IMDUAAMND Air Mauritus on
Moncday announced expanding
their codeshare partnership that
will provide erhaneced
connectivity for india with South
Africa, Reunion and Madagascar
through Mauritius. As part ofthe
agreement, Air india and Air
Mauritivs will place their
designator codes anatotalaf 17
routes between india, Mauritius,
Reunlon, South Afrca and
Madagascar. —FTl

Embraer plans aircraft
deal with IndiGo, Al

EMBRABER SEES & lot of
opportunities in Indiain the
commercial and business jets as
weell az military aircraft and evTOL
segments, its CEO Francisco
Gomes Meto has said as the
Brazilian seeks to strengthen its
footprint in the fast growing
Indian market. The company is in
talks with InciGo and Air Incha to
explore the possiblity of selling
its E-2 aircraft, which can have up
to Lid seats. —PTI
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IndiGo places
firm order for
another 30
A350planes

IndiGo on Sunday
announced placing a firm
order for another 30
wide-body A350 planes
with Airbus, taking the
total number of such-air-
craft to 60. In April last
year, the airline placed a
firm order for 30 A350
aircraft and there wasan
option to order 70 more
such plenes. IndiGo CEQ
Pieter Elbers said that out
of the option for 70
planes, it is now placing &
firm order of 30 aircraft.
The airline has over 900
planes on arder, to be
delivered in the coming
yE&TE.
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Emirates moots
for more open
access in India

Agencies
NEW DELHI

Emirates Airline President
Sir Tim Clark on Sunday said
there is a need for more open
access in the Indian market
as he continued m pitch for
increased bilateral rights to
operate more flights to India.
The leading Gulf carrier, set
to complete 40 years of oper-
ations in India this October,
currently serves nine Indian
cities. He also said the supply
chain issues are a “bugbear”.
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Airfares in India down
38% in 14 years: IATA

Dhairya Gajara

DELHI

The average airfares paid by
Indian travellers for domestic
and international travels have
become 21 per cent and 38
per cent cheaper respectively
than its 2011 levels, revealed
the Aviation In India’ report
by the ternational Air
Transport Association (IATA).
The report also revealed that
domestic airfares in India are
giving a tough competition to
the train fares.

IATA inavgurated its 8lst
annual general meeting
(AGM) in New Delhis Bharat
Mandapam on Sunday The
event. which has been hosted
in Indiaafter 42 vears, saw the
release of the Aviation in
India’ report themed on ‘sus-
taining and growing a
dynamic air transport mar-
ket. The report highlighted
that aviation sector provides

77 mn johs and contributes
$536 bn to the country’s GDF,
amounting to L5 per cent of
the total GDP.

The report highlighted that
since 2011, the real average air-
fare, which is the airfare after
adjusting inflation, paid by
Indian travellers for domestic
and internaticnal flights, has
decreased substantially.
Compared to 2011, domestic
and international airfares are
around 79 per cent and 62 per
cent of their 2011 levels, which
amount to a decrease of 21 per
cent and 38 per cent respect-
ively. It stated that while the
pandemic temporarily dis-
rupted the dowmward trend,
particularly for international
travel, real airfares are declin-
ing again.

Over the past decade, the
combined market share of the
twp 10 airlines has increased
from 60.7 per cent in 2014 to
B9 per cent in 2024,
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Huge opportunity
for investment in
aviation sector: PM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said In-
dia’s fast-growing aviation
sector offers a significant
investment opportunity
with the country becoming
an integral part of the sup-
ply chain.

Addressing the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
the International Air Tran-
sport Association (IATA) in
New Delhi, Mr. Modi said
the Bharatiya Vayuyan Ad-
hiniyam, 2024, which re-
places the Aircraft Act of
1934, aligns aviation laws
with global best practices,
“ensuring a streamlined
regulatory framework,
ease of compliance, and a
simplified tax structure
which presents a signifi-
cant investment opportun-
ity for major international
aviation companies”.

Mr. Modi said India
should be viewed not
merely as an aviation mar-
ket but as a value-chain
leader, as it was becoming
an integral part of the glo-
bal aviation supply chain
from design to delivery.

The Prime Minister
urged aviation companies
to not only embrace “Make

India should be
viewed not merely as
an aviation market
but as a value-chain
leader, he says at
IATA annual meet

in India” but also “Design
in India”.

Establishing MRO hub
Mr. Modi outlined India’s
goal to establish a $4 bil-
lion Maintenance, Repair,
and Operations (MRO) hub
by 2030, noting that in
2014, India had 96 MRO fa-
cilities, which have in-
creased to 154.

He said 100% Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI)
under the automatic route,
GST reduction, and tax ra-
tionalisation measures
have given a momentum to
India’s MRO sector.

The country sees 24
crore passengers flying per
year and it is expected to
reach 50 crore passengers
annually by 2030, he furth-
er said. The Prime Minister
also said India supports
Open Skies agreements,
global connectivity and ad-
vocated for a more con-
nected and accessible avia-
tion network.

3 JUNE 2025
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IndiGo CEO defends
bilateral aviation policy

Jagriti Chandra

MEW [ZLEI

Sparring with Emirates
President Tim Clark, who
vel again criticised India's
restrictive policy for fo
reign carriers, IndiGo CEQ
Pieter Elbers on Mondav
said, “if one side makes
more and more noise, it
doesn't mean that you are
more and more right.”
IndiGo's CEO called the
Centre's approach “com-
pletely fair and balanced,”
adding that historically fo-
reign  carriers had  de-
ploved large capacities into
India, while Indian airlines
lagped behind. He was

s

Pieter Elbers. REUTERS

speaking at the IATA AGM
during a press conference.

On Sunday, Mr. Clark
had stated that India's am-
bitions to develop hub air-
ports to attract connecting
Passengers were not “com-
patible” with its restrictive
policies for foreign airlines.

“Aerospace should be

kept outside trade wars’

Jagriti Chandra

MIEW DELII

Adr traveller numbers glo-
bally will not grow to the
previously projected figure
of 5.22 billion and may stop
ar 4.99 billion as trade ten-
gions have dented consum-
er confidence, the Interna-
tonal  Afr  Transport
Association (LATA) said on
Monday, Its chief, Willie
Walsh, also warned that if
aerospace was not kept
outside trade wars, the
slow supply of aircraft
since the COVID-9 pan-

| demic could worsen,

Passenger numbers are

| projected to reach a record

high of 4.54 hillion in 2025,
Though this is a growth of
4% compared with 2024, it
is below the earlier projec-
tion of 5.22 billion, accord-
ing to 1ATAS revised out-
Iook for the financial year
presented during its AGM,

Challenges with slow
aircraft deliveries impact-
ing airlines worldwide con-
timue o persist.

“dircraft manufacturing
sector is failing badly. And
everyone in this room [eels
that frustration,” Mr. Walsh
said. He rued that the mumn-
ber of aircraft deliveries
scheduled for 2025 is 26%
legs than what was pro-
mised a vear ago.
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India is more confident
than ever betore: Modi

Modi says India
shouldn’t be just an
aviation market, but a
value-chain leader

Neha LM Tripathi

nehatripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A lot has changed
in India over the last four dec-
ades and the country is more
confident than even before, said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
on Monday, inviting global
companies to invest in the
nation's aviation sector and
stating the nation was ready for
21st century innovations such as
interplanetary travel.

In his address to the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion's (IATA) 8lst Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) in New
Delhi, held after 42 years, Modi
said India is the world’s third-
largest domestic aviation mar-
ket. He said India should not be
viewed just as an aviation mar-
ket, but as a value-chain leader
and added that from design to
delivery, India was becoming an
integral part of the global avia-
tion supply chain.

“In the last few years, India
has seen an unprecedented

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India’s airlines have

continued toregister double-digit growth.

transformation in the field of
civil aviation. Today, India is the
world’s third-largest domestic
aviation market. The success of
the UDAN scheme is a golden
chapter in Indian civil aviation.
Under this scheme, more than
15 million travellers have
availed affordable air travel,”
Modi said, referring to the Ude
Desh ka Aam Naagrik scheme to
set up regional airports. “A lot
has changed in India in these
four decades. Today's India is
more confident than ever
before. In the global aviation
ecosystem, wearen'tjusta huge
market but also a symbol of pol-

ANI

icy leadership, innovation and
inclusive development,” he said.

The event was attended by
Union aviation minister Kin-
jarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, min-
ister of state for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol and others
from the IATA board and host
airline, IndiGo. The last IATA
AGM in India was held in 1983.
It brings together more than
1,600 participants, including top
global aviation industry leaders,
government officials and inter-
national media representatives.

Highlighting that travel is no
longer confined to cities on
Earth, with increasing ambi-

tions to commercialise space
flights and interplanetary jour-
neys, Modi acknowledged that
while such developments will
take time, they highlight avia-
tion’s future as a centre of trans-
formation and innovation.

“Today humans are dreaming
of commercialising space flights
and interplanetary travels,
opening it for civil aviation. It is
true that there is still time for
this. But, this shows how big a
transformation and innovations
the aviation sector is going to
become in the coming times.
India is ready for all these possi-
bilities,” he said.

He outlined three founda-
tional pillars driving India’s avi-
ation sector—a vast market, not
merely a collection of consum-
ers but a reflection of India’s
aspirational society; a strong
demographic and talent pool—
where young innovators are
pioneering breakthroughs in
artificial intelligence, robotics,
and clean energy; and an open
and supportive policy ecosys-
tem, enabling industrial growth.

India’s airlines continue to
achieve double-digit growth,
with 240 million passengers fly-
ing annually, surpassing the
total population of most coun-
tries worldwide, he noted.
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Jet fuel price slashed by 3%,
commercial LPG rate by 324

The price of jet fuel, or aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), was on Sunday slashed by 3% - the third
straight monthly reduction on softening
international benchmark prices. The ATF price
was reduced by ¥2,414.25 per kilolitre (kl), or
2.82%, to ¥83,072.55 per kl in the national
capital, according to state-owned fuel retailers.
The fall in international benchmark oil and gas
prices also led to a cut of ¥24 per 19-kg
commercial LPG cylinder used in hotels and
restaurants. Commercial LPG now costs ¥1,723.50
in the national capital and ¥1,647.50 in Mumbai.
The ATF price cut follows a 4.4% (33,954.38 per
kl) reduction on May 1 and a steep 6.15%
(%5,870.54 per kl) reduction effected from April 1.
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Air India looking to replace aircraft
maintenance pact with Turkish firm

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India is exploring alter-
natives to replace Turkiye-
based aircraft mainte-
nance provider, Turkish
Technic, following boycott
calls sparked by Ankara’s
support for Pakistan dur-
ing India’s recent military
conflict with the neigh-
bouring country.

“We are cognisant of the
[public] opinion. As we
can find alternatives, we
will try to direct aircraft
there. It’s not an overnight
or easy solution,” Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson told
The Hindu in response to a
question on whether the
airline would revisit its
pact with Turkish Technic.

Since its privatisation,
Air India has been sending
its Boeing 777 legacy air-
craft as well as the aircraft
it has leased from Delta
Airlines and Etihad Air-
ways to Turkiye for mainte-
nance operations.

Campbell Wilson

The airline is already
grappling with a delay in
the retrofit of its legacy
narrow-body and wide-bo-
dy aircraft.

Delay in retrofit
The complete retrofit or re-
furnishing of the airline’s
13 legacy Boeing 777 air-
craft also stands post-
poned. Instead, these air-
craft are set to undergo a
limited “heavy refresh”
next year, which involves
new carpets and seat
covers.

“We have got a number

of wide-body aircraft that
require maintenance, in-
cluding the refit. There
isn’t the capacity in India
to do that for wide-body
aircraft, and we have had
to farm aircraft out to
AIESL (Air India Engineer-
ing Services Limited, a go-
vernment-owned provider
of MRO or maintenance,
repair and overhaul servic-
es). Obviously, they can’t
do all of it. We have sent
some [wide-body aircraft]
to Abu Dhabi, some to Sin-
gapore, and indeed some
to Turkiye,” Mr. Wilson
explained.

Air India has also sought
a subsidy of $600 million
from the Indian govern-
ment for every year Pakis-
tan’s airspace remains shut
for Indian aircraft, forcing
the airline to re-route its
flights to Europe and North
America, and take a fuel
stop in Vienna for flights to
Toronto, Washington D.C.,
and Chicago, resulting in
up to three hours of addi-

tional flight duration on
some routes.

“At the time, that was
our assessment of what the
cost would be,” Mr. Wilson
said in response to a ques-
tion. The demand was
made after the government
asked airlines to share
their assessment of the im-

pact of the airspace
closure.
Capacity issues

Some of Air India’s flights
are also grappling with an
adverse impact on passen-
ger and cargo capacity.

“In order to operate
non-stop with a longer
flight route, we can’t fill all
of the seats or all of the car-
go capacity,” Mr. Wilson
said. As many as 20-30
seats have had to be flown
without passengers on
some flights. “We are get-
ting better at optimising
the flight route and miti-
gate the impact on our cus-
tomers, operations and fi-
nances,” Mr. Wilson said.
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IndiGo CEO defends India’s

stand on bilateral air traffic rights

‘Off-the-chart unacceptable’:
IATA on aircraft delivery
delays, supply chain woes

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHL JUNE 2

INDICO CEO Pieler Elbers on
Mionday defended ndia's appar-
et pobicyol not expanding ilat-
el abrservices agreemenis with
countnies that house global hub
atrportsand account fora signil
can! chunk of infermational
miedivm- and longe-hao pasen-
ger tralTic o and from India. He
also said that jus because some
COUTHTES A e raking noise abolit
their grouse with India’s stand
dossn'tmeantthat they areright
Elbers' commesnts comee aday
after Dubai-based airine Emia-
tes's President Tim Clark again
pitched lor open access to the
Indian market, reportedly saying
that restrictive bilateral Oying
rghtsdd notmake sense forlndia
il it has aspirations to become a
global aviation playver, The India-
Db bilateral dir servees agnes-
ment hasnotbeen revised inover
adecade “fr's called the hilaeral
agreement, ight ? That nisins tao
siiles have D agree on something
and if ope sicle makes more and
more noise, it doesnT mean that
you're more and more nght. s a
balate rl agreement.and that me-
ans that thie two side s have 1o or-
e on what's the benefit for both
siles,” Elbers said, Acconding o
Elbeers, viewing India's appioach
Asprroteasarest woulkd not be con-
ect as hestoncaly, koresmn cimers
wereutilising thetr Bying nghtsio
India while Indian airlines wene
notablen doso ai thesamelevel,
which im effiect led i imbalarces

IndiCo CEO Pieter Elbers (left) with IATA Director General
Willie Walshat the IATA ACM in New Delli on Monday gana

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHL JUNE 2

GLOBAL AIRLUME industry body
International A Trnsport
Assocation| INTA) hasexpressed
frustration at persisting supply
chain issues that have con-
trbuted toaicrft defvery delays
and mounnng areraft debivery
backdog, sayingthat manufactu-
e are leting the caniers down
and rthe situation is driving wp
their costs. Acconcling to lATA's es-
tirmates, the aircraf defie ry back-
bog eiceeds 17,000 — sharphy up
Frcem the 10,000 11 (OO prres- pare
demic — with an implied wait
timeal 14 years

IATA, which has around 350
memberailines alsowamedihat

tanifT wears coubd furt her aegravale
supply dhain constraings.and pro-
duction imitations should coun-
trves walk ey from 4 decades-
old multlateral agreement that
crempied aircrall from made tar-
i, While so far there hawe been
nobdications of am el prices g
ingupdueio tarifls, IATA Direcior
General Willie Walsh suidtha air-
lervess will “strongly resist” army at

tempt by manufactiurers to in-
Credse price.

In 2035, 1,692 aircralt are ex-
pected o be delivered toairlines.
While thiswould mark the high-
e Jeve| since 2008, itisalmost 26
percent jower than the sstimates
from ayear ago Accomding LolATA.
Tur theer dhowymavand revisions ae
[Ekedy. FULL REPORT ON

winwind lanexpressoom



AIRPUF\ 'SAUT HDF’IT‘I’ UF iNU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI

3 JUNE 2025

AR ol AfYaes fafsmior
hmﬁﬁﬁaﬁr e

:E'hﬁﬂ 2731

qurrt T @t 3w B oo A
fern dwar FEm sraey oom =0 et 3
w1 Afrer fafeio B T = Tard
F fm dman w1 o e Sef
e A P o smer fe

F s wEn oftae ww
{.w?!mmm:i‘amzmm'ﬂ
i o 4 T A e fE g oW
WA 2030 % Wem s e
(UhETIEN) e W HET OIS
R w oW o= B oA
fraa ofee o R 3 = o e
me # afiep A, G, wREm oaln
et e e oft e 3
fr 29 = ey fofioin &2 a9 & F
miTmEBraed omanm i
wFrm W = 3w UF R A

=

TITT % 7 15 B 1 = At
™ qE wd a8 it el & ot o
T el aw god TN BT O A
F%H 81 o sard e Jad SN
812014 ¥ 74 708 3@ 4, 39

TRt 162 B THE|

¥ 1 w4, oftF oF 0 dum &
mEmmaddidEi S Fr
o =t & word B o
m#fﬁmﬁﬂammm
a7 fi o s =i e
o ¥ e A
aE 162 W M ¥ AT, 'JTI‘JH?"f'—'l"ITEFr

s 3 an BR fm oavme B PR A ow
e F e ot oo St fese

w7 ffem ofi %7 3w e A 15 Few A
s arre afeemd #19 gfm = s
4 A3 e T # TR w e aem 26
& i wfeensit & v wo W W
ayEa 2 @ 8w E@h A, e
aftas A wfenad w1 arireedt w3
safFmaEmdma ey
T AftaE famem e @) v g fa
frerdt ) & om owem ¥ T A
=14 ( ZeHmEE 3 e ) % e e
oE A () sl e (2R
#1am g m AR Baws )



AIRF’UF\ ISAUT HC)R#TY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOESATYA DELHT 2 JUONE 2025

3R ST &
dfbu du=it o
Plegdc WcA

=2 faeen, TEH TR T
15 7% = vfaeyr ot
TTEET BCAS 3 T Fi S0t
e fefes e g
T TR T 15 TR
of e frrerifid Terer
BCAS = T4 3 ol el
EECEE ket e E U T
ot R FEm = A g 777
famamt = Hedm = T
F 2 S T e
FREEa Tt d
e A e
T A 3 = form

F0H % CEO 3T MD
F7oe A I NDTV 70,
3T HireeT e e
T 1 fema 7, e famen
TN | B HA Tt
T O O A £



HIT4g Aaa=a | I
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

orporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 3 JUNE 20225

Aviation trends: B'luru
soars, IndiGo surges

BY HOWINDIALIVES.COM
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Pak airspaceban addingto
costs: Air IndiaCEO

The continuing ban for Indian aidines inowsing Pakistand
airspace isadding Aying hours for non-stop fights and
will weigh down Air India Lid's path to profitability, its
topexecutive said in aninterview, “The impact is signifi

cant but we have bevn able o
stestain non-stop operations”
to most destinationsin North
America and Euwrope, Air
India chief executive officer
Campbell Wilson said ina
Bloombery TV interview
Monday. BLOOMBERG
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Embraer has set up a fully owned Indizn arm with
its corporate office in Mew Delhi BLOOKBING

Embraer targets
India, inairline talks

mbirer sees a lot of opportunities in Indes
E in the commercial and business pets as
well as military aircraft and eVTOL

semenis, its CEO Francisco Gomes Nelo has
said as the Brazilian seeks to strengthenits foot
print in the fast growing Indian market.

Besdes, the company & in talks with IndiGo
and Air India to explore the possibility of
selling its E-2aircraft, which can have up to 146
seats. To tap the opportunities, Embrier has
set wpa fully-owned Indian subsidinry with its
corporate office in the national capital. In an
exclusive interview to T in the national
capital, Neto said the company will put in place
a procurement team to explore opportunitics
in the Indizan supply chain and look at the
possibility of procuring components and
services from India. The company is hiring
people in lndia for government relations,
et ons, procurement and
engineering, sales and marketing teams.
Currently, there are nearly 50 Embraer aircraft
and ll aircrft types operating in India across
vommercial and business aviation, and defence
seEmenis, FTI
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Modi invites investments in aviation

Prime Minister Marendra Modi addressesa
session at WATS in Mew Delhi on Monday. ar

rime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday invited global companies io
invest in the country's Bist-growing
aviation sector, citing a streamlined
regulatory framework, ease of compliance,
anud asimplified tax structure,
The Prime Minister akso pointed to the

emergence of maintensanee, repair, and
overhuil {IMRO) as 2 sunrise sector,
highlighting that India is sceelerating
effortsto becomea global hub foraircraft
maintenance. He was addressing the
International Air Transport Association’s
{lata’s) 8lst Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and the plenary session of the World Air
Transport Summit (WATS).

Henoted that in 2004, India had $6 MRO
Faeilities, which has now increased to 154,
while 100% FDI under the automitic route,
GST reduction, and tax rationalization
measures have given fresh momentum to
the MBO sector. Modi further outlined
Imdia’s goal to establish a 54 billion MEBO
hubby 20050, reinforcing the nation's
avialion growth strategy,

“The new Indian Arcraft Act alipns
aviation lbws with glohal besi practices,
ensuring a streamiined regulstory
framework, case of compliance, and a
simplified toe structure. " Modisaid.  en
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Bird hit forces emergency
landing of IndiGo flight

IndiGo flight

“Engineers are currently assess-
ing the extent of the damage)” Mau-

MPOST BUREAU

BRANCHI: An IndiGo flight from
Patna to Ranchi made an emer-
gency landing at Birsa Munda Air-
port on Monday afternoon alter a
bird hit damaged the airerafi mid-
air, officials aid.

Airport Director B R Mau-
rya confirmed that the incident
occirred around 1:14 pm when the

atrerafl was Jl:ring at an altitude of

3,000 to 4,000 feet, approximately 10
tos 12 nantical miles from the airport.
“The aircraft was hit by a vulture,
which left a dent. All 175 passengers
and erew members are sale,” he said.

The Airbus A320 was scheduled

Damaoged nose of the IndiGo giroraft 11

o proceed to Kolkata after arriv-

ing in Ranchi. However, it has been

grounded for inspection.
Continued on P4

rya added.

An IndiGo ska::ipl:rsun stated,
“The pilot conducted an emergency
landing in Ranchi following a bird
strike. The salety of passengers is
our lop priority”

Aviation sources said the pilot
acted in accordance with standard
safety procedures after the bird
strike. No delays or cancellations
were reported al the airport follow-
tng the incident.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has been
informed, and an investigation is
likely to follow.
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PM invites global companies to invest

in India’s fast-growing aviation sector

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Mon-
day invited global companies
to invest in the country’s fast-
growing avialion sector, cting a
streamlined regulatory frame-
work, ease of compliance, and a
simplified tax structure.

The Prime Minister also
pointed to the emergence of
maintenance, repair, and over-
haul (MRO) as a sunrise sec-
tor, highlighting that India is
aceelerating efforts to become
a global hub for aircraft
maintenance.

He was addressing the Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation’s (IATA) 81st Annual
General Meeting (AGM) and
the plenary session of the
World Air Transport Summit
{WATS). He noted that in 2014,
India had 96 MRO [acilities,
which has now increased to
154, while 100 per cent FDI
under the automatic route, GST

Highlights

= The PM alto painted
to the emergence of
maintenance, repair,
and overhaul (MRO] as
a sunrise sector

» PM Madi outlined India’s
gool to establish a $4
ba MRO hub by 2030

# The last LATA AGM in
India was held In 1983

PM Norendra Modi oddresses o gothering during International Air
Tramsport Association's B1st AGM in New Delhi 4]

» It brings together more
than 1,600 participants

reduction, and tax rationalisa-
lion measures have given fresh
momentum to the MRO sector.

PM Modi further outlined
Indias goal 1o establish a USD
4 billion MRO hub by 2030,
reinforcing the nation’s aviation
gruwlh slralegy.

“The new Indian Aircraft
Act aligns aviation laws with
global best practices, ensuring a

streamlined regulatory frame-
work, ease of compliance, and
a simplified tax structure, pre-
senting a significant investment
apportunity for major interna-
tional aviation companies,’ PM
Modi said.

The last IATA AGM in
India was held 42 years ago
in 1983, It brings together
more than 1,600 participants,

including top global aviation
industry leaders, government
officials and international
media representatives.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted the transformative
changes the country has under-
gone in the last four decades,
stating that todays India is
more confident than ever.

He also underscored Indias

role in the global aviation eco-
syslem, not Unl)-' as @ vasl mar-
ket but also as a symbol of
policy Itad.crship, tnnovation,
and inclusive developmenl.

“Today, India is emerging as
a global leader in space-avia-
tion convergence, hesaid, add-
ing that the civil aviation sector
has witnessed historic advance-
menls over the past dm:adr.
which are well recognised.

He outlined three founda-
Honal pillars driving Indias
avialion sector -- a vast mar-
ket, not rru.-n:l}' a collection aof
consumers bul a reflection of
India’s aspirational socie IJ
strong demographic and talent
pool — where young innovators
are pioneering breakihroughs
in artificial intelligence, robot-
ics, and clean energy; and an
open and supportive policy
ecosystem, enabling industrial

“India has become the third-
larg::.i domestic aviation mar-
ket in the world,” he said.
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Al decides to retrofit its 13 A321 ceo
planes amid supply chain woes

NEW DELHI: Amid sup-
ply chain woes, Air India has
decided to retrofit its 13 legacy
A321 ceo planes that were ear-
lier planned to be taken out of
service while the first of the air-
lines legacy Boeing 787-8 air-
craft will go for retrofit in July.

Air India, which is slowly
expanding its fleet and net-
works, has a total of 191 planes,
including 64 wide-bodies and
127 narrow-bodies.

Airline's CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson told PTI that
the first batch of the B 787s will
go in for retrofit in July as there
has been a little bit of push back
because of certification delay
of seats.

“By the end of this financial
year, hopefully about 68 per
centof the wide- body fleet will
be upgraded and the complete
fleet will be upgraded sometime
in calendar 2027, he said inan

interview.

There are 27 legacy B787-8s
with Air India.

The carrier has already
started the heavy refresh pro-
gramme of the legacy B777s
and two of them are already
back in service. Heavy refresh
of an aircraft includes having
new carpets, seat covers, cush-
ions and fixing broken seats.

The refresh of these planes
is expected to complete by the
end of this year.

According to Wilson, the
supply chain situation is getting

progressively better.

“I believe 65-68 per cent
of the narrow-body fleet has
been upgraded. We are eyeing
to complete all of them by the
end of this year. We decided
to extend the life of 13 aircraft
(A321 ceos) that previously
were to leave the fleet and those
will be upgraded in the early
part of next year.

“Effectively, the narrow-
body fleet (upgradation) will
be completed this year,” he said.

In the wide-body category,
Air India now has 6 A350s,
19 B777-300 ERs, 5 B777-200
LRs, 7 B787-9s and 27 B787-8s.
Among the narrow-body fleet
are 6 A319s, 94 A320 neos, 4
A320ceos, 13 A321 ceosand 10
A321 neos. Aircraft deliveries
as well as upgradation are get-
ting delayed for many airlines,
including Air India, mainly due
to global supply chain woes. Fl
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IndiGo, Delta, Air France-KLM & Virgin Atlantic
announce partnership to increase air connectivity

NEW DELHI: IndiGo, Delta
Air Lines, Air France-KLM
and Virgin Atlantic on Sun-
day announced a partnership to
enhance air connectivity from
India to Europe as well as North
America.

“Linking dozens of cities in
the US, Canada, Europe and
India, the airlines aim to meet
rising demand for interna-
tional travel while setting new
standards for connectivity and
cooperation in global aviation,”
a release said.

IndiGo, Indias largest air-
line, is expanding its Interna-
tional network and is set to
start flights to 10 overseas cit-
ies in the current fiscal ending
March 2026.

The partnership was jointly

IndiGo is expanding
its int'l network & is
set to start flights to
10 overseas cities in
the current fiscal

announced at a briefing in the
national capital by IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers, Delta Air Lines
CEO Ed Bastian, Air France-
KLM CEO Benjamin Smith and
Virgin Atlantic CEO Shai Weiss.

India is one of the world’s
fastest growing civil aviation
markets,

Meanwhile, under the Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) announced on Sunday,
the efforts will be to create a

framework for deeper collabo-
ration between the carriersona
bilateral and multilateral basis.

Besides, the airlines will
look at commercial collabo-
ration including network, loy-
alty, cargo and sales. They will
al?o e;:-;%nre areas of non t:om
mercial cooperation including
aircraft maintenance, sustain-
ability, training and ground
handling, the release said.

IndiGo CEOQ Pieter Elbers
said it has embarked on an
ambitious journey to become
a global airline by 2030.

The partnership not only
expands our relationship with
Air France-KLM and Virgin
Atlantic but also marks the
beginning of an exciting new
chapter with Delta Air Lines.

Air France-KLM CEO Ben-
jamin Smith said the airline is
very glad to extend our existing
partnership with IndiGo and to
do so alongside partners Delta
and Virgin Atlantic.

“India is a strategic market
for Air France-KLM, where we
have a strong and historic pres-
ence soon to increase. We look
forward to welcoming IndiGo
customers on our flights and to
play an active role in the coun-
try’s connectivity,” he added.

“In our 25th year of fly-
ing to India, we're delighted to
build on our Joint Venture with
Delta and Air France-KLM, and
our successful codeshare with
IndiGo, by going further with
this partnership,” Virgin Atlan-
tic CEO Shai Weiss said. ~ #1l
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IndiGo places order for 30 more

wide-body A350-900 aircraft

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Sun-
day announced it will place
a firm order for another 30
wide-body A350-900 planes
as the country’s largest airline
steps up its efforts for long-
term international expansion.

In April last year, the air-
line placed a firm order for 30
A350 aircraft and there was an
option to order 70 more such
planes. At a briefing in the
national capital, IndiGo CEO
Pieter Elbers said that out of
the option for 70 planes, it is
now placing a firm order of
30 aircraft.

The airline has over 900
planes on order that are to be

delivered in the coming years.

With ambitions to have
more than 600 planes as well
as become a giaial carrier by
2030, IndiGo is not only bet-
ting on more wide-body oper-
ations but is also expanding
its partnerships to provide
enhanced connectivity to
Europe and North American
destinations. On the sidelines
of the IATA World Air Trans-

port Summit (WATS) in the
national capital, IndiGo inked
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Air-
bus to double its wide-body
order from 30 to 60 firm Air-
bus A350-900 aircraft.

“This is yet another step in
defining the airline’s long-term
plans of international expan-
sion,” the airline said. IndiGo
is also set to operate flights to
10 new overseas cities with
leased Boeing 787 planes in
the current fiscal year ending
March 2026. Currently, the air-
line has more than 430 planes
in its fleet and operates around
2,300 daily flights. Pl
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Sky high: Aviation sector backed by
govt & robust expansion by airlines

SLALITHA @ rew Delil

INTIA'S aviation sector is in
sharp ascent, driven by ro-
bust government support and
aggressive expansion by air-
lines such as IndiGo and Air
India, sald Willie Walsh, Di
rector Generalof thelnterna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (LATA)

5peal ing at the LATA Annual
General Meeting on Monday,
Walsh praised India s proactive
approach “The aviation sector
has been aceonled much prior-
ity in India with investments
by the gove rmment and alrlines
like Indigo and Air India™ he
noted, contrasting it with the
cap of 32 milllon passsngers at
Dublin Afrport. "Such artifi-
cial caps like in Dublin showld
not be enforeed.”

IndiGo CEQ Pleter Elbers
highlighted Indiz's integrated
growth model, with second air
ports planned for Delhl and
Mumbai. “Every ripee invested
In aviation gives & veturn ol %3,
every dollar gives three dollars

In return. Asingle job created In
wwiation crestes sixjobs in other
areas.” he said. Elbers added
that India, now the world's
fourth-Eurpest sconomy, is sed to

surpess Germany by 2027, “Avia-

tion i85 an integral pact of eco
nomic growth™ he said and
urged for aster development of
MRO (Malntenance, Repairand
Owerhaul) infrastructinse

0On geopolitical tensions and
closed airspace, Walsh sald the
sector remalns adaptable.
"When airspace 18 closed, air-
lines will quickly adapt and
Ond alter madive routes.”

He raised concern over
blocked alrline funds in some
countries, “The profit marging
are just 13.7%, and no airlines
can alford to hove funds rapped
In the hands of the govern-
ment,” he warned

Wailsh cast doubt on the 2050
net-gero carbon goal “Fuel
ompanies are passing on the
burden to airline companies..
but are not adhering to the
mandate,” e said

ATA economist Marie Thom
sen sabd that the sector earned
536 billion in 2024—just 3.7%
margin-—largely from passen
gers. Fuel remains the biggest
cost, a4t %, “Each Mididk East
passen ger browght in $27.2, ver-
sus just §1.3 in Africa,” she
said, eiting uneven growth.

Tndia’s infrastructure devel-
opment too was highlighted.
"MNineairports and three metm
lines are being bullt each yea,”
said G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kot
With 150 sirports today. Indin
alms for 400, "By 2040, India
will have 30% ol the skilled
manpower in the world.”
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IndiGo flight
suffers bird hit,
lands in Ranchi

MUKESH RAMJAN @ Harch

A major aceldent was averted
as an IndiGo Alrcraft on 1ts
way o Kolkata via Ranchi from
Patna had an emergency land
Ing at Ranchi Alrport after be-
ing hit by a bird on Monday af-
ternoon. The passengers were
unhurt,

Accord ing to reports, Indi-
Go's Airbus Ad20 eraft was en
route from Patna to Ranchi's
Birsa Mumda Airport with 175
passengers when it collided
with a vulture, which was Qy-
ing &t around 4000 feet, just be
fore landing

“An IndiGo Dight suffered a
hird hit near Ranchi, It was ap-
proximately 10 to 12 nautical
miles away [rom here, at abouat
3,040 o 4000 Feet altitude, when
the incident occurred. The In
ditzo Qight was coming rom
Patns to Ranchi, and the pilot
had to make an emergency
landing here,” Birsa Munda
Alrport, Ranchi, Director R R
Maurva said,

At that Ume, the plane re
portedly was 10-12 nautical
miles away, at an altitude of
B 00-4,000 feet. The alreraft sufl
fered adent in the front.

The aircrafl remained air-
borne for approximately 40
mintites after the hit, before the
pitol made the emergency Lland-
ing The pilot kept the plane in
safe Might till the landing.
Sources say the pilot Tollowed
all protocols after the bird hit,
Engines s are agsess ing the el
tent of the damage.
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IndiGo CEO defends bilateral air
traffic rights of India after criticism

EM5 ECONDMIC BUREAU £ Mew D=t

NGO CED Pieter Elbers zaid
on Monday that India’s bilat
eralalr service agreements an
designed for mutual benefit,
adding that “making mare
nokse doesn't make one more
right.” His remarkis camea day
after Emirates President Tim
Clark ceriticlzed India’s pollcy
for restricting forelgn alrlines'
access by refusing to expand bi-
Interal rights. He called this
more akin to “shooting vour
5elf in the fool™,

“It is a bilateral agrecment
that means the two sldes have
to apres an what is the benefit
for both sides. If one side
mabkes a lot of nolse, it dorsn't
mean the other side say ya we
do i, said Elbers on Monday
at the sidelines of the mnual
general meeting of the Inter-
national Alr Transpart Asso-
clation (LATA)

The tusshe between Indian
and foreign carriers, especially
Gulf-based airlines, comes in
the backdrop of aggressive glo
hal expansion plans of IndiGo
and Tata Group’s Ajr India. Ex
perts believe that [ndlan carrd

It & & bdlateral agresmant that
misans the two sdes have to agrees on
what i the benefit for both sides, If
one side makes a Lot of nokse, it
don't mean the other side sayya
wndalt

Pieter Elberx, CFD, e

ors’ ageressive gobal approach
will impact foreign aidines”
strong peeition here which they
huavwe enjoved for decades

Elbéers sald that historically
a lot of eountries have fving
rights to India and arve using
these fying rights, whereas In-
dian operafiors wers nol using
these My ing rights.

“5o for a government o sy

that first let's use the existing
pool of traffie rights and when
the existing pool of traffic
rights is exhausted, go to the
pow rafTie rights, [ think |t lsa
completel y fair and balanced
approach,” he stated

LATA Director General Willie
Walsh sald 68 Indlan carriers
expand Lo access new markets,
one has tosee a corresponding
change to the approach for ae-
cess because Indian carriers
will want access to markets
across the world.

On Sunday, Gull carrier
Emirates’ President Tim Clark
pliched for open access o the
Indian market, saying that the
restrictive practices on bilat-
eral Aying rights do not make
sense. “We have been stuck
with 65,000 sests in each direc-
tion for just over 11 years. For
every seal we sell, there are
prohably 10 who want it...” he
had said.

Currently, the binteral Aying
righis allow Duhbai carriers -
Emirates and Flydubai - to op
erate 65,000 seats weekly Lo In
dia. Similarly Indian aidines
can operate 65, W seals (o -
bl every weekl
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IndiGo flight suffers bird
hit en-route Ranchi

Around 175 passengars had a closa shave
after an [ndiGo flight suffered a bird hit
and made an emergency landing at
Ranchi's Birsa Munda Airport on Monday.
While all the passangers and crew
members ana safe, the aircraft suffenad
damaga, according to officials. The
incidant occurmed at 1.14 pm. “An IndiGo
flight sufferad a bird hit near Ranchi. it
was approximataly 10 to 12 nautical miles
away from here, at about 3,000 to 4.000
feat altitude, when tha incident ocoumed,
and the pilot had to make an emergency
landing hera,” RR Maurya, Director of
Birsa Munda Airport in Ranchi said. The
aircraft, which was coming to Ranchi, was
scheduled to go to Kolkata, according to
anather official. IndiGo officials. however,
did not make any comment.



AIRPORIS AUTHC Rfr“f OF lNL‘lA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER LELHI 2 JUNE 2025

PM Modi invites
global aviation
companies to
invest in India

PAESS TAUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

rime Minister Narendra Modi
Pun Monday invited global comgpa-

nies to invest in the country’s fast-
growing aviation sector, citing a stream-
lined regolatory framework, ease of
compliznce, and a simplified tax struc-
ture.

The Prime Mindster also pointed to
the emergence of maintenance, repair,
and overhaul (MRCY) as a sunrise sec-
tor, highlighting that India is acceler-
ating c%orts to become a global hub for
asiircraft maintenance.

He was addressing the International
Air Transport Association’s (IATA)
Alst Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and the plenary session of the Warld Air
Transport Summit (WATS).

He noted that in 2014, India had 96
MRO facilities, which has now
increased to 154, while 100 per cent FDI
under the automatic route, GST reduc-
tion, and tax rationalisation measures
have given fresh momentum to the
MR sector.

Modi further outlined India’s goal to
establish a $4 billion MRO hub by 2030,
reinforcing the nations aviation growth
strategy

“The new Indian Afrcraft Act aligns
aviation laws with global best practices,
ensuring a streamlined regulatory
framework, ease of compliance, and a
simplified tax structure, presenting a
significant investment opportunity for
major international aviation compa-
nies,” Modi said

The last IATA AGM in India was held
42 years ago in 1983. It brings togeth-
er more than 1,600 participants.
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PM invites global firms to invest in
India's fast-growing aviation sector

STATESMAN IEW!!H'H'I’.‘!

NBNDELHL2 1L

Prime: Minister NarencdraModi
on Monday invited word's
leading aviation companies
o invest in India, saving
"Indiz has emerged as the
world's third- larpest domiestic
avigtion market, driven by
ropid growth in passenpger
numibers and ransionmational
policy interventions like the
UDAN scheme.”

Addressing thelntematioml
Air Transporn Association's
BlstAnnual Generml Meeting,
the prime minister said fol-
Iowing India's emergence as
theword s thind -Ergest domes-
tic aviation m arket, fueled by
initatives like the UDAN
scheme, thegovemment aims
toexpand o over 350 airports
boy2047. Asserdng that "today,
Indiais emerging asaleading

force in the Global Space-Ad-
ation convergence and is the
workd's third-largest domestic
aviation market”, the Prime

Minister said, "The suocess
of the UDAN scheme is a
goldenchapterinindian civil
aviaticn, Fortheword' sleading
aviation companies, Indin
presents an excellent oppor-
tunity for mvestment.”

e Waorld Air Transpon
Summit held its 8 1st Annual
Geneml Meeting on Monday
with the focus on key issues
facing the aviation industry,

induding the Economics of
the Aidine industry, Air Con-
nectivity, Energy Security,
Sustanable Aviation Fuel Pro-
duction, Financing Decar-
bonkation, and Innovatons,
among others, Asseming that
“today’s Indig is filled with
self-confidmeeand isasymbal
of mchusive development”,
the priimie minister undedined:
"Thespeedof innovation and
technological upgradation s
unprecedomoed] ™ Emphaosieng
thar this summit and dialogue
serve os a platiorm not only
foraniation bu alsoforadvanc
inggioba cooperation, dimate
comimi tmenits, and equitoble
growih, Prime M ini sterModi
highlighted that discussions
ot the surmmit had provided
anew direction toglobal avi-
otion, unlocking its nfinie
possibilities and optimizng
its potential,
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Jet fuel
price
cut 3%

New Delhi: The price of jet
fuel, or ATF, was on Sunday
slashed by 3 per cent — the
third stralght monthly reduc-
tion on softening internation-
il benchmark prices.

The fall In International
benchmark oll and gas prices
dlso led to a T24-per-19-Ke cyl-
Indder cut In the rate of com-
merclal LPG used In hotels
AT TeSEALITANES,

The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) was reduced
by #2,414.25 per kilolitre, or
282 per cent, to 43 072.655
per Kl In the national caplial,
home to one of the Dusiest atr-
ports in the country.

A refluction ln the price
of ATF will ease the burden
on commercial airlines, for
whom fuel makes up for al-
maost 40 per cont of the oparat-
ing cost.

The ATF price in Mum-
bal was slashed to 77 602.73
per kl from #79,855.50, while
those in Chennat and Caleutta
wore reduced to#86,103.25 and
86,062.57 par K1, respectively,

Ol firms also reduced
the price of commerclal LPG
by T4 per 19 kg cylinder,
Commerclal LPG now costs
71,723.50 In the national cap-
1tal and F1,647.50 In Mumibal.
CNG price
For the first time In two years,
the government has reduced
the price of natural gas used
for producing CNG for vehl-
cles and cooking gas, reflect-
ing a decline In benchmark
ratos,

The price of natural gas
from legacy flelds allocatad
t0 state-owned ONGC with-
ot aucton has been reduced
from $5.75 to $6.41 per mil-
lion British thermal units
(mmituy. rm
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IndiGo order

W NEW DELHI: IndiGo on
Sundlay announcad it
will plece a firm orer
fior another 30 wide-body
AS50-000 planes as the
country’'s largest airiine
steps up 1ts efforts for
long-term intornational
EXPANSion. F1
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Bird-hit IndiGo
flight makes

emergency
Ranchi landing
Ranchic &
Ranchi-baund Indiga
flight from Patna
carrying 175
passengers made an
emergency lnding at
Birsa Munda Abrport
InRanchi on Manday
after a bird reportedly
hitthe aircraft. The
noese of the Airbas
AT20 suffered damage,
bt 8l passengpers and
crew on board the
flight, 6EGA02, were
unharmed, reports

director R R Maurya
sald, “Thealrcraft was
approximately 10-12
nautical miles away
from Ranchi andwas
Tiying at an altitude of
3.000-4,00001 when |t
was hitbyahbig bird,
which looked likea
wulture, fallowing
which it had ko make
anermengency landing,
The flight landed
safelyat L4 pm.and
the passengers are
safe.” Mourya said
the aircralt sulfereda
dent after the bird hit
and technical experts
wereassessing the
damape.

The Flight was
scheduled to degart
for Kolkata from
Ranchi, butwas
terminated as the
aircraft was grounded
due tothe damage,
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Al, IndiGo won't hit
Emirates’ business,
says airline chief

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dubai-based Emirates airline’s
business will not be impacted by Air India's ex-
pansion or IndiGo's launch of long-haul flights
to Europe as it has already reached the maxi-
mum caponthe numberof flightsallowed toIn-
dia, Emirates president Tim Clark said in Del-
hion Sunday Clark alsostressed the need to in-
crease the bilateral air traffic rights between
India and the UAE, which are currently capped
at 65,000 seats per week — allowing Dubai-
based carriers to operate 65,000 seats to India,
and Indian airlines tooperate the same number
to Dubai.

He explained that since the current bilater-
al agreement has already been fully utilised,
Emirates cannot begin services to upcoming
Indian airports such as Navi Mumbai and
Greater Noida. “We've been stuck with 65,000
seats in each direction (Dubai-India and vice
versa) for over 11 years now. For every seat we
sell, there are probably 10 takers. So, [ don't see
our business being impacted by IndiGo or Air
India's expansion plans. In fact, their growth
may provide a much-needed release valve for
the pent-updemand in Indiathat hasexisted for
decades. Frankly, good luck to Aland IndiGo in
acquiring aircraft at the pace they require,”
Clark said, speaking in Delhi where he is at-
tending [ATA annual general meeting along
with other global aviation leaders. Stressing
the need for increased bilateral rights, Clark
said, “Fifteen years ago, Dubai's population
was about 2.5 million. Today, it's over 8 million.
Dubaiisoneof the fastest-growing cities in the
world, and about 40% of its population is of In-
dian origin. If you look at how the Indian com-
munity has been traveling to and from Dubai
over the past 10 or 11 years, vou can clearly see
the scale of what's being missed by not expand-
ingseat allocations to Emirates or others."”

Clark expressed hope that this situation
would change once India recognizes “the sig-
nificance and critical role of air transportasa
wealth multiplier for its own economy, "
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IndiGo doubles
wide-body
aircraft order

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: IndiGo doubled its
wide body aireraft order by
confirming theoption for 30 wi-
de body Airbus A350s. Now the
airline has 60 A350s on firm or-
der and has an option for 40 mo-
re. “We have signed the Mol
with Airbus for confirming the
option for 30 A350s. Their deli-
very starts in 2027,” airline
CEO Pieter Elbers said at the
TATA AGM on Sunday;
“Delivery of initial 30
Ad50s ordered last yvear will
begin in 2027 and continue till
early partof nextdecade. Deli-
very of thisnext batch (of 350)
will start after that and conti-
nue into the second half of the
next decade,” Elbers said.
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