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New deadline
for Noida Int’l
Airport set for

jlllllL‘ 30, 2025

GREATER NOIDA: After
multiple missed deadlines, the
concessionaire of Noida Inter-
national Airport has now pro-
pusedanml'-gnmnpleti.un dal:;-uof
Jume 30, 2025. The project was
originally scheduled to be fin-
ished by September 29, 2024.
To accelerate progress,
arcund 2,000 additional work-
ers will hedr.:flu}mi from other
sites, according to a senior
Moida International Airport
Limited {NIAL) official
Airport CEQ Dr Amunvir
Singh stated that the interna-
tional terminal is nearly com-
plete, with only fire-resistant
roof cloth installation pend-
ing. The domestic and cargo
terminals are ready, and most
m!:astru-cturc—l.nt},udmgcsca
lators, lifts, baggage systems,
and all 10 a.cml:-rjdgﬁ—has
been installed. The terminal’s
fagade is 80 per cent complete.
The Airport Author-
ity of Indfa has finished the
Air Traffic Control (ATC)
tower, and the runway and
apron are ready. Work on the
internal road to the Yamuna
Expressway and Ereatment
plants remains pending,
thnuﬁitempnran solutions

have narra.ng WPOST
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Cargo operations
begin at Donyi
Polo Airport

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, May 1: In a
zignificant step towards en-
hancing logistical infrastruc-
ture in Arunachal Pradesh, in-
coming cargo operations
commenced at Donyi Polo
Airport here today via the
passenger terminal.

Chief Minister Pema
Khandu hailed the develop-
ment as a major milestone in
the State's connectivity and
economic growth journey.

The inbound cargo servic-
es, facilitated by [ndiGo Air-
lines, have begun from May
1, with outhound operations
set to start shortly from Hol-
longi Airport, Khandu stated
in a social media post.

Highlighting the transfor-
mative potential of this ser-
vice, the Chief Minister out-
lined several key benefits for
the public and business com-
munity including faster deliv-
ery of goods, parcels and
business consignments di-
rectly to Itanagar, support for
local traders and entrepre-
neurs through quicker and
mare cost-effective logistics,
and improved access to med-
ical supplies, enhancing emer-
gency health care services.

The facility will be conve-
nient for air passengers who
can now coordinate travel and
cargo delivery simultaneous-
Iy: It will also boost local econ-
omy through efficient supply
chain operations, ensuring
reduced dependence on road
transport, especially during
monsoons, and enhanced
multi-modal connectivity, po-
sitioning Donyi Polo Airport
as a key logistics hub in the
North East. This develop-
ment is expected to signifi-
cantly reduce turnaround
times for goods transport and
promaote a more resilient eco-
nomic ecosystem in the State,
officials said.
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Mumbai airport T1 revamp to be delayed

SWARA ) BAGGOMNK AR litionof T1),"Singh added,
Murmbai, May 2 TO MISS NOVEMBER DEADLINE TheT1 redevelopment plan
includes infrastructure
THE REVAMP OF Mumbai air- = Revamp of upgrades such as district cool -
port'sageing terminal 1(T1)is Mumbai airport's ing, cutting-edge electrical
likely to get delayed as the terminal 1 was sub-stations, and a better bag
upcoming Navi Mumbai air- expected tobegin page handling system. Under
portis expected totakelonger- in Novernber the plan, passengers will be
|.11.1_n-m1un:ipat1:d l'Lm!z_ 10 o post ravamp, ks able to gx_;:neriem:e sean::le:a
nchlu.'w operational stability. capacity is connectivity — from direct
The terminal 1 is dedicated oropased 1o metm access to underground
todomesticflightsandhandled . e from bus stations. AAHL had

14 million passengers a year.
Aftertherevamp, whichentails
replacing the current building
with amodem structure, it will
have the capacity to handle 20
million passengersa year.

In January this vear, Adani
Airport Holdings (AAHL) direc
tor Jeet Adani stated that the
mdevelopment of terminal 1
willstart in Novemberand that
the Navi Mumbai airport will
manage the capadty gap.

However, responding toan
analyst's question, jugeshin-
der Singh, proup chief finan-
dal officer, Adani Enterprises,

14 min passengers
ayear to 20 mn
pasSEngers

B How, renavation work is expected to start after

operations at the upcoming Mavi Mumbai airport stabilise

said, *We have not finalised
the start date (of the demali-
tionof T1), but yes we need to
first stabilise the Mavi Mum-
haiairport so thattheairlines
are comfortable operating
there. Once we ourselves are
confident of the operational
stability of both airports, then

onlywewilldecide” “It won't
be a rush, it won't be near-
term...Onee we announce the
proper transition to Nawvi
Mumbai and the operational
stabilisation of thatairport,
in consultation with airlines,
we will determine what the
best timing is (for the demo-

announced the inaupguration
of the redeveloped T1 to take
placein 2028-29,

The Navi Mumbai airport is
expected to start commercial
operat ionsin june aftermissing
two deadlines. It plans to start
operations  with domestic
fights, followed by int ernational
flightsa fewmonthslater.

AAHL expects to start the
work on Navi Mumbai airport’s
phase 2 immediatel yaftersta
bilisation of phase 1 which
would take the capacity from
20 million to 60 million pas-
SENZErs A Year,



T aa A mfseem

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

—
.-. : l"&“—;_.
C wj S8 3 ¥ -

FREE PREESS JOURNAL MUMBAT 2. MAY: 2025

Leopard appears
twice at Pune airport

Indu Bhagat

PUNE
[

A leopard was sighted twice
within the restricted airside
area of Pune airport on
Monday—first around 7am
and again amound 8pm—
prompting authorities  to
intensify tracking and con-
tainment efforts.

The airside is a high-secur-
ity zone where critical aircraft
operations such as landings,
take-offs and ground move-
ments take place. In a video
shared on X by a flyer on
Monday, the leopard can be
seen moving across the area
with a plane nearby.
Following the sighting, some
social media users claimed
the animal had been cap-
wred, though this was later
refuted by officials.

Forest officials confirmed
that they are tracking the hig
cat and stepped up operations
after the second sighting. "We
clarify that the leopard was
not captured last night.
However, the monitoring
operation has been further
intensified. Camera traps
have been installed at nine dif-
ferent locations, and an addi-
tional trap cage has been set,
bringing the total number of
trap cages to three”™ said
Mahadev Mohite, Deputy
Conservator of Forests, Pune
Division.

“The leo pard wassightedin
two camera traps and was
observed entering one of the
cages, but it did not touch the

bait. Future plans or any
necessary changes will be
finalised this afternoon after
reviewing the visuals and ana-
lysing the lecpards behaviou-

ral patterns. The Forest
Department and RESQ NGO
teams continue their joint
round-the-clock monitoring
and search operations to
ensure the timely and safe
capture of the animal The
situation remains under close
observation, and necessary
updates will be provided in
the evening,” Mohite added.

Coincidentally, the leopard
sighting occurred on the
same day the Pune Airport
Advisory Committee con-
vened a meeting to address
the growing concern over
wild animals entering the air-
port premises.

This is not the first incident
involving leopards inthe Pune
region. Eadier this year, two
leopards were spotted roam-
ing freely in the Nigdi area of
Pimpri-Chinchwad, alarming
residents.
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500+flight delays in peak hrs
throw ops out of gear at IGI

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Over 500 flights
were delayed, some cancelled
and a few diverted at Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port on Friday with most of the
disruptions taking place in the
morning hours amid heavy rains
and thunderstorms, throwing
out of place plans of thousands
of passengers, airport and air-
lines’ officials said.

According toFlightradar24, a
live flight tracking website, the
airport saw a peak average delay
of 50 minutes in departures and
arrivals. It reduced to around 35
minutes few hours later.

Airport officials said that
“flight departures had to be
paused for a brief period due to
heavy rains in the morning, lead-
ing for delays up to an hour in
departures.”

An airport official said, “The
adverse weather conditions in
city the led to delays in both
arriving and departing flights.
Moreover, three flights had to be
diverted.”

Towards peak evening hours,
“the situation remained similar”,
an Airports Authority of India
(AAI) official said, asking not to
be named. However, IGI opera-
tor Delhi International Airport
Ltd. (DIAL) said the situation
was in control but added there

was still some impact on flight
operations. “All stakeholders are
working together to ensure a
seamless and efficient passenger
experience,” DIAL said on X.

“The situation is expected to
be better by midnight provided
the weather does not change,”
the AAT official said.

Meanwhile, airlines, includ-
ing IndiGo and Air India, issued
advisory to passengers and
asked them to check their flight
status before leaving for the air-
port.

To be sure, the city airport has
been seeing flight disruptions
this week due to non-availability
of runway 28/10 and easterly
winds.



AIRPORTS AUT HDE-?H Y l’JF iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

MUMBA L

2 MAY 2025

Mum airport slashes cargo
[ATA smells foul play

slots,

IATA asks if move is
aimed at shifting
cargo traffic to Navi
Mum airport; MIAL
refutes allegation
Ateeq Shaikh

ateeq shaikh@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: The International Air
Transport Association (LATA)
has expressed “deep disappoint-
ment” with the Adani Group-op-
erated Mumbai International
Airport Limited (MIAL) for can-
celling slots dedicated to cargo
flights starting next season “uni-
laterally”. In a statement
released this week, the airline
association said the move would
“rause long-lasting damage to
the airport’s reputation and
credibility” and wondered if it
was aimed at shifting cargo
flights to the upcoming Navi
Mumbai Internation Airport
(NMIA), also operated by the
Adani Group.

“We hope Adani Airports, as
the operator of the two-airport
system in Mumbai, is not using
this situation to pressure airlines
to move their operations to their
upcoming Navi Mumbai Airport.
We fear, however, that thisisan
example of airport ‘capacity
gaming which will harm avia-
tion throughout India and
beyond,” John Middleton, head
of worldwide airport slots at
[ATA said in the statement, call-
ing on the central and state gov-

Recommendations for mitigation

IATA claims it had remmended some measures to MIAL to mitigate the cancellation

® Putnffredmumtintamﬂ
capacity for the next season

» Form a coordination
committee for managing cargo
capacity reduction

ernments to reverse the cancel-
lations.

The NMIA, with an annual
capacity for 20 million passen-
gers 2.6 million metric tonne
cargo, is in the final stages of
completion. It is expected to be
inaugurated around August 15,
and efforts are underway to
obtain various approvals and
certifications and prepare the
terminal building.

» Develop clear guidelines
 for fair distribution of
capacity reductions acrass
affected airlines

» Reassure airlines about
protection of historical

e

MIAL, on the other hand, han-
dles the highest air cargo among
Indian airports, at over 0.96 mil-
lion metric tonne per annum.
Historically, cargo slots at the
airport have been allocated
based on demands from airlines
and availability, and many slots
that have been held by certain
airlines for several years.

In its statement, the [ATA said
it was “surprised and deeply dis-

MIAL RESPONSE

"We reject in the strongest
terms IATA's insinuation that
MIAL or Adani Airports is using
these operational adjust-

ments to pressure airlines to
shift to NMIA"

appointed” with “the seemingly
permanent withdrawal” of slots.
October marks the start of a new
season in the aviation industry
and MIALs cessation of slots for
is slated to kick in then.

The IATA accused MIAL of
flouting guidelines to deal with
temporary capacity reductions
at airports, formulated by the
Worldwide Airport Slot Board
(WASB). It also said it had earlier

shared some recommendations
with MIAL regarding imple-
menting a cut in cargo capacity,
which were not heeded. MIAL
has so far not shared any plans
on how it will manage the capac-
ity reduction and mitigate its
impact, [ATA said in the state-
ment.

In response, MIAL too issued
a statement refuting [ATA's alle-
gations and claiming that the
“operational rebalancing” was
aimed at the long-term growth
of the Mumbai Metropelitan
Region’s aviation infrastructure.

“These operational changes
are part of a broader infrastruc-
ture upgrade initiative governed
by the Airports Economic Regu-
latory Authority of India
(AERA)...MIAL has actively
engaged with stakeholders at
every stage of the process,” the
statement said.

MIAL claimed it had outlined
its five-year development plan at
a Airport User Consultative
Committee (AUCC) meeting on
March 13, 2024, and the AERA
had conducted a public hearing
on March 25, 2025 which was
attended by major stakeholders
including cargo operators,
industry associations and LATA.

“We reject in the strongest
terms [ATA's insinuation that
MIAL or Adani Airports is using
these operational adjustments to
pressure airlines to shift to
NMIA.. Airlines have full auton-
omy over network planning, and
there has been no attempt to
steer traffic from CSMIA to
NMIA,” said the statement.
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Smuggled gold worth crores
seized at Hyderabad airport

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
seized 3.5 kilogram of smuggled gold worth ¥3.45
crore at the Rajiv Gandhi International Airport in
Hyderabad on Wednesday. An Indian passenger
from Dubai and two airport ground staft were
arrested. Officers from the Hyderabad zonal unit
intercepted the passenger while attempting to
pass the contraband to a member of the airport’s
ground handling crew. All three have been
remanded to judicial custody.
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THE MORNING STANDARD

Over 250
flights delayed

Flight operations at Indima
Gandhl Interna tional Almort
were severely derupted on
Friday due to inclement
weather conditons,
resulting In widespread
delays and diversions. The
disruption af fected both
Incoming and outgoing
flights, leaving hundreds of
passengers stranded and
frustrated. Delhi
International &imort
Limsted sald, flight delays
began shortly after 5 am
due to thunderstoms
and poor visibility,
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Around 300 flights delayed at IGI Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

elhi wole up to heavy rainfall and
Dlhunderswrmai, which led 1o dis-
ruptions in {light operations at
Dielhis Indlrd. Gandhi International (IGI)
Dhue to heavy rainfall and adverse
w:dll'l:r. thres ﬂlh]'lli were diverted, eight
cancelled and nearly 250 delayed with an
average d-rld}h of 20 minutes on Friday
morning at the IGI airport. Many trav-
ellers reported severe delays and diver-
sions as a resill of the bad weather, which
caused widespread inconvenience across
the NatlunaF Capital Region (NCR).
More than 300 flights were delayed,
according to data from flight tracking
website Flightradar24 Com.

Delhi International Airport Lid (DIAL),
which operates the airport, in a post on
X at 520 am, said some Qights were affect-
ed owing o inclement weather condi-
tions.. “Due to inclement weather condi-
tions and thunderstorms in Delhi, some
flights have been tmpacted at Delhi
Airport. Our on-ground teams are dili-
gently working with all stakeholders to
ensure a seamless and elficient passenger
experience, the post from Delhi airport

on X said. DIAL, in a post on X at 7.25
am, said the thunderstorm has passed but
there is some impact on ight operations
due to adverse weather conditions.
Another post from the airport al 8.30 am
said: “Following the advisory issued

India Meteorological Department this |
Friday)morning, we would like to confirm
that the airport is operating as normal,
despite some impact on Oight up::ral.mm
due to adverse weather conditions” As of
£.30 am,154 departing flights were
delayed with an average delay time of 61
minutes, and 8 flights were cancelled,
according to the live fight tracking web-
site Flightradar24.

Amid reports of structural damage at
Terminal 3, DIAL also said the “airport
is operating as normal” “with some
impact on flight operations due to adverse
weather conditions. All stakeholders are
working together to ensure a seamless and
efficient passenger experience. We request
you to kindly refrain from sharing mis-
leading or false information. Please rely
on official sources for accurate updates,’
it said.

In a new advisory issued at %:54 am,
DIAL urged passengers to lake alternate

routes to the airport, as the weather had
caused fallen trees and road blockages in
the surrounding areas.

Several airlines also issued advisories
to their passengers. IndiGo said early
morning thunderstorms and heavy rain
over Delhi have impacted flight opera-
tions. IndiGo advised passengers to
check flight status and allow extra travel
time to the airport.

“Early morning thunderstorms and
heavy rain over Delhi have impacted flight
operations, were moniloring the situation
closely and are hopeful for a return to noe-
maley soon. We request you to check your
flight status and explore Oexible rebook-
ing options through our website. we also
advise allowing extra travel time to the air-
port. as waterlogging and heavy traffic in
certain areas may canse delays en route”
the post on X at 9 am said.

Thunderstorms and gusty winds have
affected flight operations in parts of
Northern India. Some of our flights to and
from Delhi are being delayed, which is
likely to impact our overall flight sched-
ile. We are doing our best o mininmise
disruptions.” a post by Air India at 6 am
on X satd.
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CS takes stock of construction
work at Noida airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA = NOIDA

Wednesday took stock of the construction work and
preparations at the Noida International Airport,
Jewar.

Singh told officials at a meeting held on Thursday that the
dates to begin operations from the Noida airport are to be
announced soon and urged them to ensure that the remain-
ing work is completed as per schedule, according to sources.

Asserting that the Jewar airport was among the top priori-
ties of the state government, the chief secretary asked officials
to regularly review the project and ensure that quality was not
compromised in any way.

After the meeting, he inspected the terminal building, the
cargo site and other under-construction sites of the airport.

Chief Executive Officer of Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA) Arun Vir Singh and Gautam
Buddha Nagar District Magistrate Manish Kumar Verma and
other officials attended the meeting.

Ultar Pradesh Chief Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh on
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Thunderstorms hit ops at 1GI,
more than 500 flights delayed

Priyangi.Agarwal@timesofindia.com

News Delhi: An intense thunderstorm,
accompanied by asquall of 74 kmph, im-
pacted flight operations at Indira Gand-
hi International Airport on Friday
Three Delhi-bound flights were diverted
toother cities. Over 500 lights were dela-
ved, and the average delay was 42 minu-
tes, according to FlightRadar24, a live
flight tracking website.

Of the three diversions, two were diver-
ted to Jaipur and one to Ahmedabad, Tho-
ugh the impact of the thunderstorm was
over withinan hour, the inclement weather
caused a cascading effect, with many
flights being delayved throughout the day

RE Jenamani, senior scientist, India
Meteorological Department, explained
how a thunderstorm impacts the avia-
tion sector across the world. “When a
thunderstorm hits an airport, wind di-
rection changes frequently A flight can-
nottake off orland if the wind direction
iz not uniform. Thunderstorms also
cause turbulence,” said Jenamani.

Headded that a thunderstorm isusual-
Iy aceompanied by other weather systems,
including lighining and gusty winds,
which alsoaffect the aviation sector

Met officials said May and June were
known for thunderstorms causing flight
diversions. “Unlikedensefog, a thunders-
torm impacts an aircraft at every stage,
including flving, take-off, and landing,
When there is a thunderstorm, a pilot di-
verts the flight in another direction and
does not go in the direction of the thun-
derstorm,” an official explained earlier

Many passengers took to social me-
dia tocomplain about the inconvenience
caused to them due to flight delays and
diversions. A passenger, Rocky, wroteon
X that his flight from the Delhi airport
wason Friday morning. “After a delay of
2.5 hours, left Delhi....the aircraft kept
shaking when I boarded because of the
wind. Finally reached my destination.”

Another passenger, Siddhart, comp-
lained about a “complete mess" at the
airport. "They (airline) have displayed
that boarding started for manyv flights,
and when you come to the gate, we are
told that the flight is delayed,” he wrote,

AirIndia said thunderstorms and gus-
ty winds affected fight operations in parts
of Northern India. “Some of our flights to
and from Delhi are being delaved, which is
likely to impact our overall flight schedu-
le, We are doing our best to minimise dis-
ruptions,” it said in a statement.

Similarly IndiGo said this morning's
weather in Delhi, with heavy rain and
thunderstorm, resulted in air traffic cong-
estion. “Flights are impacted and are expe-
riencing delays. We understand how incon-
venient extended wait times both on the
ground and onboartd can be, and we since-
relv appreciate vour patience,” it added.

Delhi Airport on X said no structu-
ral damage was reported at Terminal
3. "Due to inclement weather condi-
tions and thunderstorms in Delhi, so-
me flights have been impacted.”

The airport has been witnessing
flight delays following the closure of
the fourth runway on April 8 and a
change in wind direction.
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Mumbai airport
refutes IATA’s
claims on slots

Mumbai: Mumbai airport that AERA's consultation pa-

on Thursday refuted the alle-
gations of International Air
Transport Association (TA-
TA), saying that the decision
to suspend cargo flights and
reallocate slots from Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai airport were
done following a *“‘transpa-
rent, consultative, and regu-
lator-driven process.”

“These operational
changes are part of a broader
infrastructure upgrade initi-
ative governed by the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India(AERA)as
partof the Fourth Control Pe-
riod review Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL) ac-
tively engaged with stakehol-
ders at every stage of the pro-
cess,” the MIAL said. “An
Airport User Consultative
Committee meeting was held
on 13 March, where MIAL
outlined its five-year develop-
ment plan, including propo-
sed airside improvements.
AERA conducted a public he-
aring on 25 March, attended
by major stakeholders, inclu-
ding airlines, cargo opera-
tors, industry associations,
and TATA,” it said, adding

per on tariff and develop-
ment plans was published on
10 March, with stakeholder
comments accepted through
16 April and counter-com-
ments through 26 April.

“This sequence of struc-
tured engagement clearly de-
monstrates that MIALdid not
act unilaterally but in full
compliance with national re-
gulatory frameworks and
through open consultation,”
the MIAL said. Airline sour-
ces said that the AERA dis-
cussions werenotthe same as
slot consultations. “During
these discussions MIAL
didn't reveal that airlines will
lose their historic slots. They
also didn’t reveal that freigh-
ters will be suspended from
Aug 16,” said an airline offici-
al.

Earlier, John Middleton,
IATAs head for worldwide
airport slots, said the Airli-
nes trade body was surprised
and deeply disappointed that
MIAL had informed airlines
of a seemingly permanent
withdrawal of historic slots
for passenger airlines begin-
ning next Season. Thy
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Air IndiaLooks at
Options for North
AmericaFlights

PTI

New Delhi: AirIndia islooking
at various alternatives for its
MNorth America flights from the
national capital, including ope-
rating the services with a tech-
nicalstop inacity within India,
toreduce operational costs that
haveshot updue to the Pakistan
airspace closure, sources said
on Fridaw
Currently, Air India operates 71
flights a week to North Ameri-
can destinations and
out of them, 54 servi-
) ces are from the capi-
tal. In his message to
the staff on Friday, Air India
MD and CEQ Campbell Wilson
said there have been a number
of network-related develop-
ments and the airline has tem-
porarily adjusted some of its
Europe and USroutes, as well as
adding a few technical stops.

RAIN DISRUPTS DELHI AIRPORT OPS
Three flights were diverted and
more than 500 Aights were dela-
yved at the Delhi airport on Fri-
day as thunderstorms and gus-
tv winds disrupted operations.
A stormwith heavy early-mor-
ning rain hit the national capi-
tal. TheIMDsaid this wasthe se-
cond-highest 24-hour spell of
rain witnessed by the national
capital in May since 1901.
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KOLHAPUR

Star flights to
Blr, Hyd

Starting from May 15, Star
Airways is starting addi-
tional flights to Bengluru
and Hyderabad from
Kolhapur. These additional
flights are made available
on demands of commuters
and follow up of MP
Dhananjay Mahadik
Fresently Indigo has flights
to Bengluru and
Hyderabad. Star Airways
flight service will be avail-
able on every Tuesday,
Wednesday and Sunday
from Kolhapur Airport.
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Where Women Are Flying Through The Glass Ceiling

Civil aviation in India is a rare business where gender disparity has come down. To quote just
one number: proportion of women pilots in India is more than double the global average

Aditya Ghosh & Pooja Goyal

There was a time
when a woman's voles
over the aircraft
speaker was almost
certainly delivering a
safety demonstration
or meal announcement. Today, it is just as likely to be
your captain from the flight deck.

India’s aviation sector has quietly achieved what many
industries are still struggling to envision - a workforee
where women are not only present but are increasingly
thriving. With women making up 14% of India's pilots,
more than double the global average of 6%, the sector
has emerged as a global leader in gender inclusion.

Beyend pilots, women constitute 39% of India’s
aviation workforce, far surpassing representation
in sectors like infra, energy, and logistics. This
progress was not accidental - it was builton decades
of proactive policies, industry-wide commitment,
and a willingness to rethink traditional hiring and
retention models.

But while India's aviation sector is far ahead of
many others, challenges remain. Women still make
up just 5% of roles in Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO), and leadership positions in
airlines remain largely male-dominated. The sector
has shown what's possible, but there is more work to
be done in ensuring women's representation poes
bevond pilots and cabin crew.

This journey, however, offers lessons that extend
far bevond aviation. Unlike many industries still
debating whether gender balance is achlevable, avia-
tion moved early to ensure it wasn't just possible - but
inevitable. Airlines, regulators, and industry leaders
laid the groundwork yvears ago by focusing on access,
iraining, and sustained carveer pathways for women.

Consider this: In 2023, 18% of commercial pilot
licences issued in India went to women, marking a 22%
increase from the previous year. This was no accident.
Indiahas35 commercial pilot training schools, supported
by policies such as liberalised Flying Training Organisa-

tion regulations, removal of airport rovalty fees, and
introduction of flexible online pilot examinations,

Govt efforts like the Boelng Sukanyva Programme
that funds STEM education, scholarships, and technbeal
training for voung women have helped bridge the talent
pipeline, creating access at ascale most industries have
veltoreplicate

Meanwhile, airlines have built policies that actively
support long-term career retention and growth for
women. At one airline, women make up 44% of the
workforee, up from 18% a decade ago. At another,
women staff has reached 35%, with functions like
finance - traditionally male-dominated - seeing near

40% female representation. A third airline has led the

global airlines, at15%.

These numbers are evidence that gender diversity
thrives when treated as a business priority, not an
afterthought. Aviation's gender success was not acci-
dental. It happened because the industry recognised
three fundamentals that other sectors must embrace,

First, representation goals must be explicit and
measurable. Aviation has succeeded because companies
set clear targets - a private airline's commitment to
0% women in its workforce is a case in point. The

Directorate General of Civil Aviation has also urped
afrlines to ensure at least 25% female representation
across aviation roles, In contrast, most industries still
rely on vague commitments rather than setting hard
targets.

Second, hiring more women isn't enough - industries
miust create structured career pathways. Aviation
ensured women entering the workforce were growing
withinit. Airlines built cadet programmes that provide
voung women financial support, world-class training,
and guaranteed job placements.

This model can be replicated across manufacturing,
logistics, energy, or finance where clear pathways are
created that allow women to move across roles and
climb leadership ladders without starting over.

Finally, workplace flexibilitv and returnto-work
programmes are critical levers for retention. Aidines
understood early on that the biggest barrier to gender
parity wasn't hiring women - it was keeping them.

They responded with maternity-friendly policies,
home-base fexibility for pilots, fxed Aight schedules
for new mothers, and dayeare facilities at major
airline hubs.

This focus on retention is precisely where indu-
strieslikeinfra, banking-financial-services-insurance,
andl logistics need to evolve. Gender parity cannot be
achieved if career breaks result in career dead-ends.

Inilia’s aviation sector offers a powerful blueprint
forother high-growth industries where women's repre-
sentation hasn't kept pace with sectoral expansion.
With rising investments in infra, renewable energy,
and tech, India has an opportunity to embed gender
inclusion into the nesxt phase of its economic growth.

Aviation Industry’s experience has demonstrated
that gender diversity isn't just about falrness but about
economic and business growth. Companies thai actively
integrate women into their workforee gain a competitive
edge, drive innovation, and expand the talent pool avai-
lable to them. Aviation did not achieve gender paritv by
accident. It did so by making it a strategic priority.

Gruestion is: who will follow?

Ghosh is cofornder of a private airline, Goval is founding
CEQ o a women s adpocacy group
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5 flights bound
for Bengaluru
diverted to city

Chennai: Five flights bound
for Bengaluru landed in Chen-
nai in the early hours of Thurs-
day due to congestion at the
Bengaluru Kempegowda air-
port.

These included internatio-
nal flights from Hong Kong
(Cathay Pacific) and Frankfurt
(Lufthansa). The flights landed
between 12.30am and 2am and
returned to Bengaluru betwe-
endamand4am.

Airport officials said they
received information that the
flights were diverted to Chen-
naidue to air and ground cong-
estion. The other flights diver-
ted included Indigo flights
from Hyderabad, Nagpur, and
Goa, In some flights, the pas-
sengers were asked to deboard
and wait in the security hold
area as waiting period for de-
parture waslonger. T
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