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UDAN to get
27 pc higher

allocation

NEW DELHI, Feb 1: The
government's ambitious re-
gional air connectivity
scheme or UDAN, will get
nearly 27 per cent higher
budgetary allocation in the
fiscal 2026-27.

The total budgetary alloca-
tion for the Civil Aviation Min-
1stry will rise margmally to Rs
4,699.92 crore for the next fi-
nancial year. The allocation 18
pegeed at Rs 4,688.03 crore for
the current fiscal ending March
31, 2026, as per the revised
Budget estimates for 2025-26.

According to the latest
Budget documents, the re-
gional air connectivity scheme
or UDAN will get a higher
allocation of Rs 550 crore in
the next fiscal compared to Rs
434.50 crore in this financial
year. This will mark an in-
crease of 27 per cent.

The scheme mamly aims at
the revival of unserved and
underserved airstrips to en-
hance regional connectivity and
improve air travel access in
remote as well as underserved
areas. Out of the total alloca-
tion for the ministry, an amount
of Rs 47.39 crore will be set
aside towards Customs Cost
Recovery (CCR) charges to
Airport Authority of India (AAL)
and AAI Cargo Logistics and
Alhed Services Company Ltd.
(AAICLAS) for tier I / 1T cit-
ies” airports. — PTI
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With two new additions, all five aerobridges

now go operational at Patna’ S J PNI airport

Ruchir Kumar
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Two additional passen-
ger boarding bridges (aero-
bridges) became operational at
Patna's Jay Prakash Narayan
International (JENI) Airport on
Saturday, completing the com-
missioning of all five aerobridges
at the new terminal within eight
months of its inauguration.

The new terminal building,
constructed at a cost of 31,217
crore, was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on May
29, 2025, with only one aero-
bridge functional at the time.
While the Airports Authority of
India (AAT) had initially targeted
completion of the remaining
bridges within six months, the
deadline was later extended to
January 31, 2026. The fourth and
fifth aerobridges were commis-
sioned on the revised date, meet-
ing the extended timeline.

Anaerobridge in operation at Jayprakash Prakash Narayan

International airport in Patna, Sunday

Patna airport director Chan-
dra Pratap Dwivedi said both
aerobridges were operational-
ised with effect from January 31,
2026, after receiving approval
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). He said
the addition would significantly
enhance passenger convenience
and overall travel experience.

The fourth aerobridge, con-
nected with boarding gate num-
ber 12, was first used by 178 pas-

SANTOSH KUMAR/MT

sengers arriving on Air India
flight AI 1746 from Delhi, fol-
lowed by 177 passengers board-
ing the return flight AI 1819 on
the Patna-Delhi sector. The fifth
aerobridge, connected with
boarding gate number 12A, han-
dled IndiGo flight 6E 6549 from
Delhi with 175 passengers, and
later facilitated boarding of 178
passengers on the return flight
6E 6550 to New Delhi.

After the terminal became

THE AEROBRIDGES
HAVE BEEN
STARTED WITHIN
EIGHT MONTHS OF
INAUGURATION OF
NEW TERMINAL
BUILDING

operational on June 3, 2025, the
second aerobridge was commis-
sioned on November 15, 2025,
and the third on January 24,
2026,

In a statement, the AAI said
the operationalisation of all pas-
senger boarding bridges would
streamline passenger move-
ment, improve crowd manage-
ment, and substantially enhance
the travel experience at JPNI
Airport, reaffirming its commit-
ment to continuous infrastruc-
ture development and efficient
passenger services.
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PM likely to inaugurate Jewar
airport this month, says Yogi

MAULSHREE SETH
Lucknaow, February 2

THE HOIDAINTERMATIOMAL
Airport (NIA) is ready for inau
guration, said Uttar Pradesh
Chief MinisterYogiAdityanath
on Monday, and 1s due to be
imaugumted by PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi this month,
The alr part Iu.'rrl:l.l.p'rlr br
ready. The Acrodrome Licenoe
for the airport is in the final
stages.. It is my belief that we
would beable to get this airport
imangumted bythe Prime Min-
Ister this month,” said the CML
TheNIAlsa greentield pro-
ject being developed in the
Jewar area of Gautam Buddha
Magar district undera public
private partnership (PPF)
model, The first phase of the
project, spread over aroumd
1,300 |||.-1.'I!.1J'l."\.I WS h:IIILl[I}I'

scheduled to begin opemtions
inSeptember 2024
Commissioned in 2021 1o
lighten theexisting passenger
load on Dethi’s India Gandha
International Airport, which
handled neardly 80 million
fliers in 2024, Jewar alrport ks
expected tohandle 12 million
passengers ﬂl:ll1l|.:||:|:.r In the

first phase. Officials said its
passenger capacity in phases
two and three is expected to
dse o 30 milion and 50 mi-
lion, respectively.

Fornow,underthe 6,500
crome phase one of the amrport
operations,lewarwill have one
runway and one terminal
though officiale sakd there are
J|L1:|:|:. forsix FUnways and fmsr
terminals inall

Meanwhile, statingthat the
state budget will be presented
this month, Adityanath also
said the UnionBudgetwill help
achieve PM Modi's 2047 vision
of a Viksit Bharat"as well asa
“Viksit Uttar Pradesh’

Hitting out at the Oppox
tion, espedally the Samajwadi
Party, fortargeting the Eudget,
Adityanath said s claim of
"FDA (Pichara, Dralit,
Ml:la.s.'uﬁc :.fql{ :I' 15 A fere EXOus e

while wodking for thepariwar
(family)' is theiractual target.
Om theotherhand, he said, PM
Modi has presented a vision
that treats thecoun try's entire
population asa family,

Stating that Uttar Pradesh
wondld benefit hugely from the
EBudget, he claimed that the
state hasthemaximum MEMEs
m Ilw;l|l|:|1ll'}-.1.r|||1|1,.'|l 1wl o
benefit from the €10,000 crore
it aside for the soctor

On the assistanoe for the
sami-condectorand electronic
manufacturing sectors in the
Budget, the CM highlighted
that the state accounts for
33% of the country’s mohile
manufacturmgand 60% of its
clectronic component mana
facturing.

He sabd UP will also benefit
from announcements elated
o sports manufacturing
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Noida airport ‘ready’, may
open this month: UP CM

HT Correspondents

htreparters@hindustantimes com

LUCKNOW/NOIDA/DELHE: Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adit-
vanath announced on Monday
that the Noida International Air-
port at Jewar is likely to be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi later this month.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on the Union Budget, Adity-
anath said that the airport is
“ready” and that the process of
obaining the crucial aerodrome
licence is in its final stages.

Officials familiar with the
developments in the project con-
firmed that the aerodrome licence
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) remains the
last major prerequisite.

A review meeting is expected
this week between Union civil avi-
ation minister K Rammohan
Naidu, the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS), and the air-
port management, the officials
who asked not to be identified,
said, “Itis likely that the airport, if
the pending issues are resolved,
may be inaugurated by March

\l

I believe that this
month, the airport
will be inaugurated
by the Prime
Minister.

YOGI ADITYANATH, UF.cm

end,” an official said.

The airport is a major public-
private partnership project
developed on approximately
1,300 hectares in Jewar, Gautam
Buddh Nagar. Awarded in Octo-
ber 2020 to Zurich Airport Inter-
national AG, it is being built and
operated by its Indian subsidi-
ary, Yamuna International Air-
port Pvt Ltd, under a 40-year
concession. The foundation
stone was laid by PM Modi in
November 2021

The first phase, which
includes one runway and a pas-
senger terminal, was initially
slated to open in September
2024 but has since faced several

delays. It is de:.:gned to handle
an initial capacity of 12 million
passengers annually, with
expansion planned in subse-
guent phases. The state govern-
ment oversees the project
through its special purpose vehi-
cle, Noida International Airport
Led {(NIAL).

The airport moved closer to
operational readiness on Octo-
ber 31, 2025, when it successfully
conducted a mandatory calibra-
tion flight. An Air India aircraft
landed at the airport around
11.20am, conducting tests over
several hours to validate naviga-
tion and communication sys-
tems. This test is a critical step
toward certification, ensuring all
systems meet international

safety standards, officials
explained.
A NIAL officer, who also

asked not to be identified, said,
“The aircraft came from 1GI Air-
port, and landed after going
around the airport four-five
times... Now credential authenti-
cation technology will be
installed for the safety and secu-
rity p.w‘mg way for the opera-
tions.”
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I believe PM will open

airport in Jewar this
month, says CM Yogi

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, February 2

THE NOIDA International Air-
port (NTA)is ready for inaugur-
ation, said Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Monday, and is due to be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi this month.

“The airport is completely
ready. The Aerodrome Licence
for the airport is in the final
stages... It is my belief that we
woulld be able to get this airport
inaugurated by the Prime Min-
ister this month,” said the CM.

The NTA is a greenfield pro-
ject being developed in the
Jewar area of Gautam Buddha
Nagar district under a public-
private partnership (PPP)
model. The first phase of the
project, spread over around
1,300 hectares, was initially
scheduled to begin operations
in September 2024.

Commissioned in 2021 to
lighten the existing passenger

load on Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport, which
handled nearly 8 crore fliersin
2024, Jewar airport isexpected
to handle 1.2 crore passengers
annually in the first phase. Of-
ficials had earlier said its pas-
senger capacity in phases two
and three is expected to rise to
3crore and 5 crore, respectively.

For now, under the Rs
6,500-crore phase one of the
airport operations, Jewar will
have one runway and one ter-
minal, though officials had said
there are plans for six runways
and four terminalsinall.

The CM on Monday also
stated that the state budget will
be presented this month. He
added that the Union Budget
will help achieve Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's 2047 vi-
sion of a "Viksit Bharat’ as well
as "Viksit Uttar Pradesh’.

The Chief Minister also hit
out at the Opposition, es-
pecially the Samajwadi Party,
fortargeting the Union Budget.



#HRPUHFSAUIHLWHTTDFWHNA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEEER DELHT 3 FEBRUARY 2026

2 airports, 9 helipads identified in
Himachal Pradesh under UDAN scheme

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Government on Monday
informed the Rajya Sabha
that two airports and nine
helipads have been identi-
fied in Himachal Pradesh
for operating flights under
the UDAN scheme, providing
air connectivity to remote
areas. The Regional
Connectivity Scheme-Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-
UDAN)was launched in 2016
with an aim to enhancere-
gional air connectivity to
remote and unserved areas
of the country through a
demand-based bidding
mechanism that incentivis-
es airlines to connect
unservedfunderserved
airstrips.

Replying to supplemen-
taries during Question Hour,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said,
“UDAN scheme has revolu-
tionised the Indian civil avi-
ation sector, and we were
able to extend the connectiv-
ity to regional remote areas,
especially the areas of tier
two and tier three cities,
where we were able to
establish the airports, but

the connectivity was still a
challenge”.

Through this scheme, he
said, the Government has
been able to operationalise
657 routes, and 1.59 crore
passengers have travelled
in these routes.

"So the success of this
UDAN story needs to be con-
tinued, because we are in the
plan of opening up more air-
ports in the country. So it is
a necessity that UDAN needs
to be extended,” the minis-
ter said. Naidu said the
Government has been
making changes in the
scheme based on the feed-

back from stakeholders.

“l am very thankful to the
finance minister who in the
last budget only announced
that the UDAN is going to be
extended. And the specific
things that were mentioned
was 120 new destinations
are going to be established
in the coming 10 years.
Especially the hilly terrain,
the north eastern states, the
Himalayan states are going
to be given a priority in
establishing regional con-
nectivity,” the minister said.

Naidu said Himachal
Pradesh and to the extent
Shimila is going to be there in

the extended UDAN also.

“Under the UDAN scheme,
two airports and nine heli-
pads have been identified in
the state of Himachal
Pradesh for development
and operation of RCS flights,”
the minister said.

A total of 38 RCS routes
have been operationalised,
connecting 6 aerodromes
namely Shimla, Kullu,
Rampur (Heliport), Mandi
(Heliport), Reckong Peo
(Heliport) and Sanjauli
(Heliport) in Himachal
Pradesh.

“In terms of providing
connectivity, it is a chal-
lenge especially in the hilly
terrains to establish an
airport. But the air connec-
tivity is still of a big demand
because the kind of time
advantage it gives in terms
of travelling,” he said.

The Government has
extended the UDAN not only
to create airports, but
to create helipads and
heliports also.

“And Himachal has been a
great beneficiary of this. We
have established nine loca-
tions where the helipads
are going to be there,”
the minister said.
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Namingof Adampurairportafter Sant Guru
Ravidasisahistoricdecision: Haryana CM

UNITED NEWS OFINDIA
Chandigarh, 2 February

Haryana Chief Minister Mayab
Singh Sainion Monday termed
the naming of Punjab’s
Adampur Airport after Sant
ShiromaniGuru Ravidas as a
historicand visionary decision
by Prime Minister Narendra
Mo

He expressed gratitude to

the Pime Minister, saying the
move reflectsdeeprespect for
India’s preat saints and social
reformers.

Speaking to the media at
Haryana Bhawanin New Delhi,
the Chief Minister said, "It
was a moment of immense
pridethat on the sacred occasion
of Sant Guru Ravidas Ji's birth
anniversary, the Prime Minister
announced the renaming of

Adampur Airport as Sri Guru
Ravidas Maharaj Airport” He
described the decision as a
true tribute to the timeless
ideals of Sant Guru Ravidas.

CM Saini said that the
teachings of Sant Guru Ravidas,
rooted in equality, compassion,
and selfless service, continue
to inspire society even today.
"His message guides us towards
building a harmonious, just,
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and humane society. This
initiative willnot only honour
his great thoughts but will
also inspire future penerations
to follow the path shown by
him,” he added.

The Chief Minister further
said that the decision reflects
the government’s commitment
o remembering and honouring
those great personalities who
gave direction to society and
worked tirelessly for social
harmony and wupliftment of
the weaker sections.

Highlightingsimilar initiatives,
CM Saini said Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi has consistently
named major national
institutions after saints and
preat personalities as a mark
of respect. He cited the recent
renamingof Ayodhya Airport
after Maharishi Valmiki and
the naming of Hisar Airport
after Maharaja Agrasen as

examples of this inclusive and
respectiul approach.

Refeerring to theunion Budget,
Saini said it has been presented
keeping every section of society
in mind, with Haryana receiving
special attention. He said key
issues such as waterlogged
and salinity-affected land have
been addressed, while special
emphasis has been laid on
MSMEs, industry, and artificial
intelligence, which will directly
benefit the state.

Takinga digat theCongress,
the Chief Minister said that
despite being in power for 55
vears, it failed to present such
a comprehensive and
people-centric budget. “This
budget empowers women,
provid es employment to youth,
strengthens farmers and fulfils
the aspirations of 40 crore
Indians, including the poor,”

he said.
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PMvisits DeraBallanin Punjab;renames
Adampur Airportafter Sant Ravidas

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 1 February

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visited Dera Sachkhand Ballan,
the most prominent religious
seat of the Ravidassia
community on the occasion
of Sant Ravidas's 649th birth
anniversary, in Jalandhar on
Sunday.

Upon his arrival, the Prime
Minister held aprivate 10-minwite
meeting with the Dera head,

Sant Niranjan Das Ji. During
this spiritual visit, the Prime
Minister paid his obeisance,
saton the floor with devotees
1o partake in the traditional
community meal (langar), and
addressed the gathered
congregation.

The visit began with Modi
landingat the Adampur Adrport,
where he performed the
ceremonial renaming of the
facility as 'Sri Guru Ravidas
MaharajJi Airport, Adampur.’

Hethen virally inaugurated
the Ludhiana International
Airport at Halwara. A notable
highlight of the virtual ceremony
was the inaugural screen that
displayed messages in four
languages — Punjabi, Hindi.
Sanskrit, and English - as the
Prime Minister pressed the
remote button to mark the
opening.

The Prime Minister’s itinerary
included acurated interaction
withagroupof approximately
100 individuals selected by
the BJP.

In his address at the Dera,
Modi echoed the teachings of
the revered saints and reiterated
the central government's
commitment to the holistic
development of Punjah. Senior
BJIP leaders, including National
General Secretary Tarun Chugh,
had coordinated the visit to
ensure a personal interaction
between the Prime Minister
and the spiritual leadership
of the Dera.



AIRPURT S AUT HLJF?IT‘Y OF iNL‘!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE

DELHT

3 FEBRUARY 2026

UDAN scheme: 2 airports,
9 helipads identified in state

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 2
The Union Government on
Monday informed the Rajva
Sabha that two airports and
nine helipads have heen
identified in  Himachal
Pradesh for operating flights
under the UDAN scheme
providing air connectivity to
remote areas, BJP MP Harsh
Mahajan questioned whether
the new, modified TDAAN
scheme moudes Shimla,

Minister of Civil Aviastion,
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu,
responded that 657 air routes
were operationalised by the
UDAN scheme so far. He said
whatever feedback the UDAN
scheme has received in the
past is being implemented in
the modified scheme,

The minister said 120 new
destinations would be estab-
lished in the next few yvears,
especially in hilly regions,
including Shimla, *I am

very thankful to the Finance
Minister who in the last
Budget only announced that
the UDAN is going to be
extended. And the specific
things that were mentioned
was 120 new destinations are
poing to be established in
the coming 10 vears. . espe-
cially the hilly terrain, the
north eastern states, the
Himalavan states are going
to be piven a priority in
establishing repional con-
nectivity,” the minister said.

He said the success of this
UUDAN story needs to be con-
tinued, because we arein the
plan of opening up more air-
ports in the country, Soitisa
necessity that TDAN needs
to be extended, Naidu said.

He said nine locations
where helipads can be
established were identified
in Himachal Pradesh. “On
average, we are spending
13 crore per helipad,” the
minister said.
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Al pilot reports ‘defect’in
fuel switch of Dreamliner

® Plane grounded m DGCA orders probe into matter

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, FEB. 2

In a repeat of the Al 171
crash scenario, the fuel
switch of an Air India
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
automatically moved from
“run” to “cut off” while
stationed at Bengaluru
airport.

The pilot immediately
flagged the possible defect
with the fuel control
switch, and the matter
was reported to the
Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), which

has ordered a probe,
The plane has been
grounded.

The aireraft operated

the flight AI 132 from
London to Bengalury, and
it landed in Bengaluru on
Monday morning.

As per initial reports,
the problem was reported
after landing at
Bengalurn airport when

the crew noticed unusual
behaviour of the left
engine fuel control switch
on Boeing 787-8. During
the engine start, the fuel
switch failed to remain
locked in the “run™ posi-
tion on two attempts and,
on its own, moved towards
“cut off”,

This malfunction has
the potential to shut down
the engines, something
that happened in the ill-
fated Al 171 that crashed
in June last year in
Ahmedabad.

“We are aware that one
of our pilots has reported
a possible defect on the
fuel control switch of a
Boeing 987-8 aireraft.
After receiving this initial
information, we have
grounded the said aircraft
and are involving the orig-
inal equipment manufac-
turer to get the pilot's con-
cerns checked on a priori-
ty basis.”

“The matter has been
communicated to the avia-
tion regulator, DGCA. Ajr
India had checked the fuel
control switches on all
Boeing 787 aircraft in its
fleet after a directive from
the DGCA, and had found
no issues. At Air India,
the safety of our passen-
gers and crew remains top
priority,” Air India said in
a statement,

Boeing said it is in con-
tact with Afr India and is
“supporting their review
of this matter”.

In its preliminary report
on the Al 171 crash that
was released on July 12
last year, the Aircrafi
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), which is
probing the crash, said
the fuel supply to both
engines of the plane was
“cut off" within a gap of
one second, causing con-
fusion in the cockpit soon
after take-off.
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‘Budget proposals will give a push
to aircraft manufacturing in India’

SKY IS THE LIMIT. Focus on maintenance, leasing, improving remote air connectivity; Civil Aviation Secretary

—
Rohit Waid
Mawy Dl

The Budpet has
strengthened India's resolve
to build domestic capacity
tor civilinn aircraft manufac-
turing, with a focus on sen
planes and regional con-
nectivity, Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Sinha vold
husinesstine.,

AIR CONNECTIVITY
Moreover, Sinha said the
measures will alse support
alreraft  maintenance  and
leasing activities, while im-
proving knst-mile and remaote
alr connectivity across the
country.

According to Budget pro-
posals, the basic customs
duty will be fully exempted
on components and parts re-
quired for the manufacture
of aircraft for civilian train-

ing and other purposes,
According to Sinha, the
cxemption  applics  across

various aircraft categorics,

and aligns with the govern-
ment's objective of promot
ing domestic manufacturing
and strengthening the main-
venance, repair and overhaul
ecogystem.  Besides, che
Budget has proposed meas-
ures o deepen aircraft leas
ing activity ar Gujarar [nter-
national Finance Tec-City.
Referring 10 the Finance
Minister's
Sinha said the proposal to
simplify regulations and en
hance the tax framework at
the Intermational Financial
Services Centre will improve
the competitivengss of In-
din's leasing ecosystem,

LEASING COSTS

Lower leasing costs will help
reduce airline operating ox-
penses and  contribute to

ANnoUNCemEent,

EIG PLANS AHEAD. Samir Sinha says India aims to

position itself as a global mamufacturing and export hub

moderating air fares, he
neted. Apart from manufac
turing and leasing, the
Budget outlines initiatives to
promote the seaplane eco-
system in [ndia

Fw:\fllanr s{rm:‘iﬁL' Propis:
als cover both manufactur-
img and route development.

Motahly, the Centre plans to
incentivise the indigenisa
tion of seaplane manufactur-
ing, along with the introduc-
tion of a Seaplanc Viability
Gap Funding scheme to sup-
r.u:lr'l I.'II'!:'I'.HIiLIIL\ .i]l.l'l'!.'l.l.]l (34}
hancing last-mile ond re-
mote  connectivity  and

promoting tourism,

LOCAL FRODUCTION
According to Sinha, these
measures are intended to
support  domestic  produc
tion and improve the com-
mercial viability of seaplane
services conmecting rivering
and coastal regions.

He added that the produc-
tiom of seaplane or amphibi
ous ajreraft will be useful in
connecting smaller citics, as
well as coastal and riverine
areas, including for tourism-
related services.

O an overall basis, Sinha
said the objective of the
Budget proposals is to build
an inpegrated aerospace eco
svstem, supporting both civil
and detence aviation,
strengthening supply chains
and generating  high-value
employment, while posithon
ing India as a global manuy-
facturing and export hub.



Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESSs LINE

DELHI

3 FEBRUARY 2026

Jet fuel consumption hits record high in January

SOARING DEMAND. ATF use rose by 5 per cent on a monthly and annual basis to hit 8,271,000 tonnes; international travel and new airport add to the surge

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
Mew Delhi

India’s jet fuel consumption
during January 2026 rose to
the highest on record on the
back of a spurt in interna-
tional travel as well as open-
ing up of the Navi Mumbai
airport.

According to the Petro-
leum Planning and Analysis
Cell (PPAC), India aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) consump-
tion rose by almost 5 per cent
on a monthly and annual
basis to hit 821,000 tonnes
ona provision basis — an all-
time high.

JET FUEL USAGE
The previous high was recor-
ded in March 2025, when jet
fuel wsage hir &,01,000
TONMES,

Analysts attributed the
surge to a spurt in interna-
tional travel, particularly

8,017,000 tonnes

with airlines such as IndiGo,
offering more flights to for-
cign locations. Besides, do-
mestic travel is also appreci-
ating, aided by a higher
number of people preferring
air travel. The opening of the
Navi Mumbai International

SIGNIFICANT JUMP. The previous high was recorded in March 2025, when jet fuel usage hit

Airport has also pushed up
travel, consequently boost-

ing demand for jet fuel, one
of the analysts added.
Analysts and refiners ex-
press strong optimism about
the continued vth in the

demand for transport fuels

going ahead led by an ex-
panding industrial and com-
mercial base as well as grow-
ing affluence,

For instance, monthly av-
erage consumption of ATF
rose by 2.71 per cent y-0-y to
737,000 tonnes in the 2025

Fuel trends
100040
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calendar vear. On the other
hand, diesel consumption
fell by almost 6 per cent m-
a-m to around 7.98 million
tonnes (mt).

However, it was higher by
mare than 3 per cent on an
annual basis.

An analyst explained that
November and December
last year were sort of outlier
months in terms of diesel us-
age. October-December nor-
mally is high on mining and

industrial activity. Besides,
Rabi sowing and wedding
season  also  pushes up
demand.

FESTIVAL SEASON

The October-December
2025 festival season wit-
nessed a strong consump-
tion base, supported by fa-
vourable rural sentiments
following good monsoons
and firm crop prices, positive
effects of GST overhaul and

interest rate cuts, Perrol con-
sumption last month fell by
almost 2 per cent m-o-m o
3.50 mt. However, on an an-
nual basis the key consump-
tion fuel of the personal
vehicles category rose by
roughly 6 per cent.

Rising affluence in rural
and semi urban areas, which
is pushing up demand for
two and four wheelers, is also
supporting petrol usage.

Puneet Kumar, Partner
Energy sector at EY
Parthenon recently said that
over the last three vyears
(ending 2025), India’s re-
fined products production
(3.3 per cent CAGR) and
consumption (3.5 per cent
CAGR) has increased across
most major fuels,

These trends have been
shaped by discounted crude
inflows, record refinery uril-
isation (over 105 per cent)
and rising refined product
exports, he noted.
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Viasat calls for regulatory

clarity on L-band

u-ur Bureau
Hyderabad

Viasat, a satellite communica-
tions service provider, has said
that regulatory clarfty and co-
ordinated policy action are
needed to safely scale ad-
vanced air mobility in India’s
complex, densely used
airspace.

Participating in a
roundtable on Advanced Air
Mobility at Wings India 2026,
here, Gautam Sharma, MD of
Viasat India, underlined the
role of satellite communica-
tions in enabling safe and reli-
able advanced air mobility op-
erations.

“We see significant poten-
tial for advanced air mobility in
India. However, there are a few
areas where DGCA support
will be important. One critical
aspect is that Indian airspace is
extremely dense,” he said.

“Ensuring COEXISTENCE

between crewed and uncrewed
aircraft is essential for safety,
and this requires SATCOM
services that can support bey-
ond visual line-of-sight opera-
tions,” he observed. He ap-
pe-aled to the Civil Aviation
Secretary to collaborate with
DoT and confirm L-band as a
safety service so that it can be
used by UAVs and advanced air
mobility platforms for safery
and navigation purposes.
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AAIB: Probe into VSR
Ventures' crash in Sep
2023 in ‘final stages’

Aviation probe agency AATR on Monday said
the liwvestigation intothe neashy thres-year-old
acvident of a VSR Ventures-owned Learjer 45
pilane st the Murmibal airport in Septenber 23
was in final stages. The asroplane crash ar
Baramsti on January 28, inwhich Maharsshirs
Deputy Chilef Minister Ajit Pawar and four
others died, ales Involved a Learjet 45 plans
ownad by VIR Ventures. Since the Baramast]
alrerash, questions have been mised abour the
delay by the AATR in publishing its final repot
Into the Septemiver 2023 accident, Involving
thie company’s plane of a similar moded. AAIR
sald the team has analysed all evidence and
orter docurments redated o that accident.  on
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Air India grounds Dreamliner after fuel switch scare

[MEEPAK PATEL
v Dacthi, 2 February

An Afr India Boelng 787 alreraft —
opemting berween London and Ben-
gahsru —on Monday reported abnor-
meal behaviour of the left englne fuel
contmod switch, which failed to remain
locked In the “Run® position during
engine start on two attempis and
moved towards "Cuenff™.

Alr India sald it had groundad the
alrcraft, asked planemaker Rosing to
exarmine the kssue, and nformed the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
{DECA) about the Inckdant. In & STate-
mant, Bosing sald it was In comact
with Alr India and was supporing its
review of the mater.

Fuel controd switches were ar the
centre of the Alr India Boeing 787
{Flight Alrm) crash on Jupe 12 last
year in Ahmedabad, in which 241 of
the 242 people on board were killed,
according to the preliminary report of
the Alrcraft Accidemt Investigation
Bureal refeasaed In Juby 2005,

The report sald both fuel control
swirches were moved o the “Curoff™
position in quick succession and, al-
thiough they were retusned o “Run®
about 10 seconds Lates, the engines
liad afready flamed out. According 1o
the report, ane pibof asked the other
why he had moved the switches, and
the other responded by denying it
The report did not specify whether it
was the capiain o the first afficer who

k] the question. It did not rule out
rechnical faults and noted that avi-
aton medicine and psychology ex-
pers were Imoblved in the ongolng
Investimtion.

On Mioaday, Safety Marters Foun-
dation, & non-governmeneal organiss-
thon, issued a statement about an
incident on Alr India Flight Aligz
from London to Bemygalur, operatad
earlier in the day by a Boeing 767-0 alr-
crafi 1t said the crew observed that
the left engine fued econtrol switch
falled 1o remain locked Inthe "Run®
positon during enging start on two at-
tempes and moved rowards the “Cut-
off* position — a malfunction that
could, under specific conditions, lead
o an inadvertent englne shutdown
ducring flight.

“Whar makes this event deeply
mroubling is not only that it happened,
but that it occurred after Alr India
publicly stated it had conducted pre-

cautionary checks across its 787 fleet
and found no issues” sald Capeain
ArnieSingh, founder of Safery Marters
Foundation. “This discrepancy ralses
urgent gquestions: Were the checks
thorough? Is this 8 new, recurrng de-
fect? Passengers and crews deserve
unambigous answers.”

The foundation said the incident
comes amld the ongoing imvestigation
o the crashoof Alr India Flight A,
which also invelved a Boeing 767 als-
crafi. It added that while no eonnec-
thon b5 Implied between Monday's
ncident and the Ali7 crash, repested
repors involving a critcal englne con-
trol system on the same aircrafl oype
warrant the highest level of serutime

Respomding to the incldent, an Alr
India spokesperson said: “We are
aware that one of our pilots has re-
parted a possible defect on the fuel
control switch of a Boeing 787-8 alr-
crafi. after receiving this initial in-

formation, we have grounded the ale-
craft and are Invedving the OEM (org-
Inal  equipment manufscturer,
Roeing) to get the pllots concems
checked on a priorioy besis®

"The mater has been commumd-
cated tothe aviation regulator, DGCA.
Alr India had checked the fusd contral
switchies an all Boeing 787 alreraft in
its fleet after o directive from the
DGCA, and had found no tssues, A
AlrIndia, the safety of our passenges
and crew remaing top priodoe” the
spokesperson added.

The fuel contro switch is a critkeal
englne control that regu lares fuel flow
o the englne. When sst to "Run®, it
allows fuel to fow normeally, while the
“Cubodf * posizion shnts off fned suppy
to the: engine.

Safery Matrers Foundation called
for the inemediate and transpasent
disciosuse by the DGCA and Alr India
af the findings once the inspection of
the Boelng 787 involved in the recent
incident is completed. The founda-
thon ales nrged the DGCA o conduct
an wrgent regulatory review to deter-
mine whether Monday's incldent ks
Isolated or indicative of a feer-wide
tague, which could necesaitate the [s-
suance of an Immediate atreorhl-
ness directve.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the elvil aviaton regulams.

C 5 Randhawa, president of the
Federatbon of Indian Pllos, sald that
from the ouiset after the Alr India

Flight Altn crash, the pilots® body
had been urging checks of all Boeing
787 alreraft for electrical system ls-
sues. He added: “We have also gone
on record In the media and written
mabls and letters to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviarion that the fuel
control switches must have moved
autormatically due to an electrical
malfunction of the Thrust Control
Management Appararnes in the Al
India Flight Alrm crash®

Randhawn sald Boelng 787-8 akr-
craft were prone [0 waler seepage
Into the main alecoronke bay, which
can cause electrical mallunetions,
clring an incident on June 12, o
when an Alr india fight from Vienna
1o Delhi was grounded on the tarmac
ecause of flooding in the electrical
by, and passengers were deplaned 1o
avold an aocldent.

He also referred 1o a February 17,
2019, Incident Involving an ALl Nip-
pan Alrways Boelng 787-B in Osalka,
Japan, in which both engines
suddenly lost thrust during landing.
He sald Menday's incident mirrored
past ksues, adding: “Today agaln,
history has repeatad itsalf at Heath-
row airport in London, where the lefi
fued contral switch was cur off afrer
Ibeing maoved to ren during stam

“Wwe have been Insisring that all
Boeing 787 alrcraft be grounded and
checked for the electrical systems,”
Randhawa added.
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Duty relief, seaplane plan
to boost aviation sector

MRITTIKA |pc
HYDERABAD, FEB. 1

The Union Budget has put
emphasis on seaplane
operations and alrcraft
manufacturing in their
push of aviation sector
They have proposed
Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) scheme with cus-
toms duty exemptions for
aircraft components and
raw materials used in
maintenance and repair,
as the government looks to
widen air connectivity
and lower operating costs
across the sector.

YA Seaplane VGF Scheme
will also be introduced to
provide support for opera-
tions,” Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in her Budget speech,
while announcing incen-
tives to indigenise sea-

plane manufacturing to
support tourism and last-
mile connectivity

The Budget proposes
basic customs duty exemp-
tion on aircraft compon-
ents and parts, along with
duty relief on raw materi-
als for defence MRO, as
India looks to attract fresh
investment in aviation
manufacturing and sup-
port services amid projec-
tions that annual passen-
ger traffic could reach 665
million by FY31.

Industry leaders said the
announcements point to a
longer view of capacity
creation rather than
short-term relief.

Vamsi Vikas Ganesula,
founder and MD of Raghu
Vamsi Aerospace Group,
said the import duty
exemptions signal policy
continuity in aerospace

and defence. He noted that
raw material relief for
defence MRO will aid scale
and sustainment, while
the review of drone com-
ponents and seaplane
incentives reflects a coor-
dinated approach linking
manufacturing with oper-
ations.

From an operator’s view,
veteran aviator Chandra
Sekar, business develop-
ment director at Sky Cho-
ppers Logistics, said sea-

ane flying carries stric-
ter requirements than
conventional regional avi-
ation. “If 1 have 100 hours
I can become a captain
under normal rules, but
for a seaplane yvou need
around 1,500 hours,” he
said, adding that jetty con-
struction and local issues
have slowed projects earli-
er in Kerala and AP
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PLANE SCHEDULED TO HEAD TO LONDON

Air India Grounds
Dreamliner Over
Fuel Switch Fault

Glitch seems to
mirror shift to ‘cutoff’
as with last year's
Ahmedabad crash

OurBureau

Mumbai: Alr India has gro-
unded a Boeing 787-8 Dreamli-
ner after a pilot reported that
oneof theaireraft’s enginefu-
el control switches failed to
remain in the ‘run’ position
and moved to ‘cutoff’ during
engine start-up, theairline sa-
id on Monday The aircraft
was scheduled to operate
flight AT132 from London He-
athrow to Bengaluru.

There has been heightened
regulatory scrutiny of fuel
control switches after the fa-
tal Air India Dreamliner
erash in Ahmedabad, in July

last year. The preliminary in-

vestigation report showed
that seconds after takeofT, fuel
control switches of both engi-
nes briefly moved from ‘run’
to “cutoff,’ cutting fuel supply
and causingalossof power

Another
Malfunction

Latest glitch comes amid
hEiEhtenEd reguiatory scrutinyr

Mr India
Informed: aircralt W

grounded for priority
immediately |"'5|H' on
Boeing DGCAto
cooperating 3t after
with Air India  alrline

on checks

inspection

scrutiny Crash Killed ;

follows last 260 after
year's both engines

Ahmedabad  lost fuel
aCcident supply

“We are aware that one of
our pilots has reported a pos-
sible defect on the fuel control
switch of a Boeing 787-8 air-
craft.” an Air India spoke-
sperson satd.

Checks Ongoing »+ 14

EV SALES JUMP 51% YOY IN JANUARY »»12

Checks Ongoing

»» From Page 1

“After receiving this initial information, we have gro-
unded the said aircraft and are involving the OEM to
get the pilot's concerns checked on a priority basis,”
the spokesperson said.

A senior DGCA official said that the regulator will ta-
ke follow-up action after Air India completes its in-
spection.

Boeingsaid it iscooperating with Air Indiaonthe in-
spections. Meanwhile, senior pilots who operate the
Boeing 787 aircraft raised questions on why the crew
took off the same aircraft from Heathrow airport de-
spite such a failure. “*They shouldn't have continued
theflight,” one of them said.

Fuel control switches regulate fuel flow into aircraft
engines and are used tostart or shut down engines. On
the Boeing 787, the switches are located below the
thrust levers and have safeguards such as a metal lock
and a guard built around them to ensure they remain
in position unless deliberately lifted and moved by the
pilot. Such safeguards were built by manufacturersaf-
ter multiple incidents of unintentional fuel shutoff
on older generation planes.

According to the preliminary report on the Ahmed-
abad crash by India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau, both pilots were confused over the change to
theswitch setting, which cutfuel supply totheengines
and caused a loss of thrust shortly after takeoff. The
crash killed 260 people.

Following that accident, the DGCA had directed
checks of fuel control switches across Boeing 787 air-
craft. Subsequently, Air India carried out inspections
across its Dreamliner fleet and “found no issues” at
the time, the spokesperson said.

3 FEERUARY 2026
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Personal Mobility and Goods
Movement Lift Fuel Demand

New Delhi: Petrol sales ros
5.6% yearon-year and diesel de-
mand incressed 3% inJanaarg
supported by higher personal
mabdlity and goods movement
in o [hstepanding roonomy
Sales of aviation turbine fued
{ATT) climbed 4 8%, while LPG
consumption rose 7.5%, Hooor
ding to provisional data fiom
the ofl ministry, During the
April-Iamunry period, petol s
les grew 63% and diesel con-
sumption mse 3%, ATF sales
Increased 1.8% over the period,

while LPG demand expanded
T3%. Petrol sales growth has
moderuted in recent months,
while divse] desmand has pleked
up after the monsoon. Dessl
which acoounts for about #i%
of toital consumption of refined
prodicts in the country, is tradi-
tionally weak inthe frst half of
the year and strengthons in the
second hall as the festival soa
son approaches, bocsting ms-
nufacturing activity and de-
mand for goods transport—
Our Bureau



HTTT

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

3 FEBRUARY 2026

HAL's Civil Aviation Plans Take
Off, Co Eyes Commercial Mkt

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: State-owned Hindus
tan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
which has tlll now been a major
supplier to the armed forces is al-
ming to pivet to the commercial
market, Chairman and managing
director DE Sunil sald that com-
mercial business will consist of al
maost 25% of the pib
lic sector unit’s topli-
ne in the neat five ye

ars, upfrom 5%.
“Till now we had not
targeted the commer
I.'L."I.t M."I:HIL'JH SOrIoNs
Iy But looking at the
potential of this spa
CE, WE dAle Now increa
sing our focus on

this," Sunll sald
Sunil sald that the
COMPRNY WAS Coun
tingonthreeaircraft -

SJ100, Dhruv NG and Hindus.
tan-228 light transport aircraft to
spearhead the ambitiouws civil eam
paign

Plans by Indian companbes to pro
duce passenger planes in the count-
ry goi a major boost with the budget
scrapping basic customs duty on
components used in the manufac-
ture of civillan alreraft in the co-
untry, Besides HAL, Adani group
has tied upwith Brazilian company
Embraer to manufacture passeng-
e planes in India.

HAL signed a Mol with Russia’s
United Alreraft Corporation in Mo
scow 1o collabornte on the produc
tion of the 81100 clvil aircraft in In
dia, The agreement signed with is
the first step for the production of
the 5J-100, a twin-engine. narrow-
body aircrafi. in India in three yoe-
ars, Before production of the 100-se
ater alreraft beging, HAL will fneild
tate the lease of up to105)-100s toln-
dian operators directly from UAC

over the noxt 18 months — a step ai
med at gaining a better understan
ding of issues related to aircraft
maintenance and ground support

“With the reglonal connectivity
scheme, popularity of such alrcraft
has immensely increased. We belie-
ve this alreraft is an ideal fit for In-
dian airlines. To bring down the
cost of ownership, we are trying to
give these nircraft to carrlers arigl
nally on lease. Based on the fised
back we will go ahead for a produc-
thon,” Sunil said.

HAL's internal estimates suggest
that the Indian aviation sector will
require around 200 jets in this cate
gory over the next 10 vears nnd anot
her 350 to serve imernational tou
rist destinations in the vast Indian
Ocean region.

The budget announced a scheme
toaugment local manufacturing of
seaplanes, Sunil said the company
is manufacturing an agua version
of the Hindustan-228 aircraft,
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Fuel switch issue forces
Al'to ground Dreamliner

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Dealhi, February 2

AR INDIA ON Monday
grounded one of its Boeing
T87-8 Dreamlinerairerafiafier
a pilot flagged a possible issue
with the fuelcomtrol switch dir

Ing pre-flight checks theairiine
said, It adding that the alremit
hashesn withdrawn from ser-
vice as a precaution and the
original equipment manufac

turer(OEM¥as beenbronght in
tomamine the concem

Ina statemant, the carries
sakcda pilot had reported apossi-
bledefect mlated tothe fuelcon
tmol switch on the aicmft Fol
lowing the report, the airline
grounded the aircraft and -
ated checks In coordination
wil:h!!'u:-lﬂ'.\llu:lﬂpl‘illril }-11.1:155.
Theaircaft had beenscheduled
to operate flight Al132 from
London Heathrow to Bengalum,
bt was remunved from the ms-
ter before departure ance the
T wias det eceed,

The aithine sald it has
informed the hrectorate Gen
eral of Civil Aviation about the
development and reiterated
that passenger and crew cafety
remalns its top priodty It did
notspecify howlongthe aioraft
isexpected to remain grounded
or whether additional checks

SAFETY FIRST

maircraft pulled fram
service as precavtion

WOEM called into
inspect jstue

B Seruting mounts after
last year"s Air india
171 plane crash

across the fleet have been
omermed follwing the report
The inddent comes against
the backdrop of helghtened
scrutinyof fuel contmo] systems
after the Juns 12 erash of Als
Indiaflight 171 on the Ahmed
abad-Llondon sector, which
kkilled 260 people Apreliminary
investigation epart into that
accident had pointed to the
movementof both engine fuel
contml switches from KUN to
CUTOFF shortly after takeoff,
leading to a loss of thrust. The

cockpitvoice recordertranscript
indicated confusion inthe oock
pit, with one pilot questioning
the fuel cutoil while the other
denied initiating it

On Monday, non-govern-
ment organisation Safety Mat
ters Foundation said the oew of
flight Al132 had observed
abnormal behaviour of the lefi
engine fusl control switch on
the aircraft, registered VT-ANX
According to the RGO, during
cngine start the switch did not
remain locked in RUN position
and moved towards CUTOFF
twice, a eondition that eould
poten thally resultin an uncom-
manded engine shutdown
under certain cirmumstances,

Adr India said it had com-
pleted inspections of the fuel
controlswitchesonall it Boeing
T8 Tand 737 aircmft in jly last
year, in line with regulatory
directives issued after the
Ahmedabad comsh. Those
inspectionswerealmed at ver-
fying locking mechanisms and
ensuring there were no latent
defects that could lead toinad
vertent switchmovement.

The airline has not reported
any injuries or in-fhght disrop-
thons linked to the latest inci-
dlenit,and said furt her action will
beguided by the outcome ofthe
ongoing technical asessment
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. . The Union
Budget presents

a forward-looking
framework to
comprehensively
accelerate tourism and
mobility across the
country. With travel
demand increasingly
driven by Tier 2 and Tier 3
cities along with the
metros, the focus on
strengthening last-mile
connectivity and
infrastructure is
encouraging for the travel
industry. We appreciate
the continued focus on
creating a resilient,
future-ready travel
ecosystem.

Vinay Dube
Founder and CEO, Akasa Air
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. Budget marks a
clear shift from
short-term stimulus to
long-term capacity-
building. The focus on
structural reforms,
diversified supply chains
and future-ready
investments shows a
recognition that volatile
times call for foresight,
not fiscal populism. The
9% rise in public capital
expenditure provides a
growth anchor, while a
fiscal glide path reinforces
credibility and discipline.

Ajay Singh
Chairman and Managing
Director, Spicelet
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UDAN to get
27% higher
allocation

The government's ambi-
tious regional air connec-
tivity scheme or UDAN, will
get nearly 27 per cent
higher budgetary alloca-
tion in the fiscal 2026-27.
The total budgetary allo-
cation for the civil aviation
ministry will rise margin-
ally to Rs 4,699.92 crore for
the next financial year. The
allocation is pegged at Rs
4 688.03 crore for the cur-
rent fiscal ending March
31, 2026, as per the revised
Budget estimates for
2025-26.
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Baramati crash: VSR

now faces DGCA audit

Neha LM Tripathi |

It iers i i v Lan fimes cam

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has ordered a special
audit of VSR Ventures Pvi Lid,
the charter operator that
owned the Learjet 45, which
crashed In Baramati 1ast week,
killing Maharashira deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar and
four others.

The order. a copy of which
has been reviewed by Hindu-
stan Times, states "VSH Ven-
ftures Pvi. Lid. Lear jet 45 air-
craft VT-5SK met with an acci-
dent on 28.0L.2026 at Baramartl.
In view of the above, a special
audit of M/s VSR Ventures Pvi
Lid is to be carried out The
team |s advised to submit the
report by 15th February 2026.7

The audit team will be led by
RK Anand, Depury Director
General, and will include Pathik
Vaghela, Deputy Director (Alr
Safety); Sushil Malik, Deputy
Director {Alrworthiness); and
Sive Kumar Jadala, Assistant
Director (Alr Safety). The team
will also have Capt. Apoorva
Agarwal as senior flight opera-
tons inspector, SFOI (A) and
Capt. Lokesh Hampal as light
operations inspector (FOI).

Senlor government officlals
told HT on condition of ano-
nymity that the aundit will
check for lapses In maintenance
and flight operations.

Pawar had flown to Baramati
at least 20 times (n the last six
months, including at least two
flights with the same pilot
before the day of the crash, one
of the officlals clied above
added.

According o records
reviewed by HT, the jet, VT-38K
was actively flying since af least

continued on 18

DGCALENS ON VSR

the last week of December,
operating charters to Mumbai,
Goa (Mopa), Mangaluru, Delhi,
Kolhapur, Nagpur, Pune, Surat
and Juhu airport in Mumbai.

“While the reason for the
crash last week will be known
after the investigation is com-
plete, the operator is being
probed to check for lapses in
maintenance and their casual
approach towards flight opera-
tions,” a second official said.

“All parameters including the
alleged under-logging of flying
hours will be thoroughly exam-
ined,” this person added.

This comes as various insid-
ers have alleged that VSR
under-logs engine hours and
crew [lying time. Stretching
engine hours leads to delay in
maintenance schedule effec-
tively saving costs for the opera-
tor. HT emailed VSR for a
response but did not get one till
the time of going to print.

A third official said safety
regulator DGCA has already
compiled data from past andits

of the operator.

The elght-seater Learjet 45
business jet, crashed in Bara-
mati on Wednesday during its
second landing attempt.

A ream of three officers from
the AAIB, Delhi, along with
three officers from the DGCA's
Mumbal regional office,
reached the crash site soon
after the accident.

CCTV foatage that has since
surfaced appears to show the
alreraft’s left wing dropping
suddenly moments before
Impact. In the brief video clip,
the jet has been seen sharply
veering to one side mid-air
before crashing in a ball of
flames, visuals that aviation
experts said point to three pos-
sible scenarios an acrodynamic
stall, a steep bank too close to
the ground, or an engine fallure.

The aireraft's black box has
since reached Delhl and will be
decoded by the Alrcraft Accl-
dent Investigation Bureau
[AAIB).

Acrording to people familiar
with the matter. AAIB and
DGCA teams returned to base
on Sunday night, after the
wreckage was lifted from the
crash site,

This is not the first crash
Involving a Learjet 45 belong-
Ing to the same operator.

The aircraft VT-DBL was
involved in an accident while
landing at Mumbai airport in
Seprember 2023 amidst bad
weather. The aircraft broke
into two pieces and was
destroyed, though all s ocou-
pants survived with injuries,

AAIB issued a preliminary
report in that case, stating that
Might recorder data had been
downloaded and records relar-
ing to maintenance, crew,
radar, ATC communications
amd the enhanced ground prox-
Imity warning system been sent
for analysis. However, more
than two years later, the final
findings have not been made
public.

They say that if the final find-
Ings had been released, it would
have clarified whether correct-
ive actions by the operator
were required.

Responding o allegations
and the delay of the report,
AAIR, in a statement lssued on
Monday sald, * There were two
crew and six passengers on
board. The co-pilot suffered
serfous injury whereas the PIC
(pilot in charge) and six passen-
gers suffered minor injuries.
The co-pliot could not be inter-
viewed for a long time since he

was n bad shape, The alrcraft
was destroyed during the acci-
dent.”

The bureau sald rhat the
Investigation team prepared a
detailed preliminary report on
the accident which included the
initial outcome of analysis of
date from the flight recorders
amd published the report on
AAIE's website

“The investigation ream has
analysed all the evidence and
other documents. The investiga-
ton is in final stages. The (nves-
tigation team is trying thelr best
to finalise the report on top pri-
ority.” it sald in the statement. .
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Al Dreamliner jet
grounded over fuel
switch defect scare

Neha LM Tripathi
Ietters@hinduilanTsmes.com

NEW DELHI: Alr India on Mon-
day grounded one of its Boelng
787-8 Dreamliners after a pilot
reported a possible issue with a
fuel control switch, a compo-
nent that is at the centre of the
investigation into the deadly
crash of a Dreamliner last vear.

Air India in a statersent said
it had Informed the regulator,
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, about the issue "We
are aware that one of our pilots
has reported a possible defect
on the fuel control switch of a
Boeing 787-8 aircraft. After
receiving this initial informa-
tion, we have grounded the said
aircraft and are involving the
OEM [original equipment man-
ufacturer ) to get the pilot's
concerns checked on a priority
basis.”

The incident on Alr India
Flight AI32 from London
Heathrow to Bengalury,
assumes significance in the
wake of the increased scrutiny
faced by the alrline after the
June 12 crash. It also heightens
the urgency for the release of
the final report on the crash of
All71, also a 787-8 variant,
which went down ghortly after
take off from Ahmedabad air-
port. killing 260 people.

A preliminary report on the
Jume 12 crash released a month
later by the Alrcraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)

FLEL SWITC
What you need
to know

fuel ﬁimna E‘
&‘Eﬁ%‘mm«
shut down engines on
%nwmtnmailvﬂtut
Wi of restart engines

during an engine failure.

The two fuel control switches
ona 787 are located below the
thrust levers.

# The switches are spring-
loaded to remain in position.
@ To change one from run to
cuinff, a pilot has to first pull
the switch up and then move it
from run to cutoff or vice versa.

Two modes: ‘CUTOFF and
‘RUN'

had found that fuel control
switches—there are two of
them in a Dreamliner cockpir,
between the two pilots —were
found in the “cutoff™ position.
The switches are used by the
pllots to supply or cut off fuel
to the plane's two engines.
continued on 2

AIR INDIA

What caused both fuel
switches to transition from
normal operation to the cutoff
position remains the [nvestiga-
tion’s central mystery, leaving
open possibilities ranging
from mechanlecal failure to
human error or electronic
malfunction. The preliminary
report also said the cockpit
volee recorder captured one
pilot questoning the fuel cut-
off, with the other denying
responsibility.

Alr India said in its state-
ment on Monday that it had
checked the fuel control
switches on all Boeing 787 air-
craftin its fleet, after a direct-
ive from the DGCA following
the preliminary report, and
had found no issues. AAIR's
report had said that there was
no “recommended action” for
either Boeing, the aircraft
manufacturer, or GE. the
engine maker, at that tme.

Safety Matters Foundation,
an independent aviation safety
education platform, sald the
pilot of Flight AII32 reported
an issue In the left engine fuel
conirol switch on the alrcraft
that bears the tall number
VT-ANX.

“During engine start, the
switch fafled 1 remain locked
in the RUN position on two
attempis, moving towards
CUTOFF, a malfunction that
could, under specific condi-
tlons, lead to an inadvertent
engine shutdown in flight,” it
stated. SMF also highlighted a
bulletin by the US aviation reg-
ulator warning about the pos-
sibility of such behaviour,

In 2018, the US FAA issued
an alrworthiness bulletin for
multiple Boeing aircraft mod-
els; including the 787- 8, that
sald the fuel control switches,
manufactured by Honeywell,
could inadvertently move from
run to cutofl without their
locking mechanism e¢ngaging.

When the locking feature is
engaged. the pilot has to lift
the swiich deliberately to
change its positdon. If it is dis-
engaged, “the switch would be
exposed to the potential of
inadvertent operation,” the
FAA sald. The agency warned

that Inadvertent operation
“ecould result in an unintended
consequence, such as an
in-flight engine shutdown.”

The directive was triggered
by reports from operators of
Boeing 737s that the switches
were installed with the locking
feature disengaged. The FAA
said it was told by the com-
pany that the fuel control
switch design, including the
locking feature, is similar on
various Boeing models. While
it advised checks on the fuel
control switches and the
replacement of certain models,
the recommendations were
not mandatory.

A Boeing spokesperson said
on Monday, "We are in contact
with Air India and are support-
Ing their review of this mat-
ter.” Homeywell had not
responded to requests for com-
ment at the time of going to
print.

“While no connection is
Implied, the repeated emer-

ence of issues with a critical

ight control system on the
same aireraft type demands
the highest level of scrutiny.”
Capt Amit Singh, Founder of
Safety Matters Foundation,
adding, "This discrepancy
raises urgent questions: Were
the checks thorough? Is thisa
new, recurring defect? Passen-
gers and crews deserve unam-
biguous answers.”

An official from India said
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had received
a preliminary report and was
seeking further details from
the airline. "Once the details
are known. all the stakehold-
ers including Boeing will be
roped (n." the official sald.

“A decision on whether all
B787-8 fleets in the country
should be checked will be
taken after studying the matter
in detail.” he added.

AL SAID I'T CHECKED
THE FUEL CONTROL
SWITCHES ON ALL
BOEING 787 JETS IN
ITS FLEET AND
FOUND NO ISSUES
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INDIGO SPENT 3226
CR TO COMPENSATE
PASSENGERS: GOVT

NEW DELHI: IndiGo has shelled
out ¥22,68 crore towards comper-
sation and facilitation of passen-
gers following flight disruptions in
December last year, according to
official data.

The civil aviation ministry on
Monday shared data with the
Rajya Sabha on the amount spent
by domestic scheduled airlines
towards compensation nd facilita-
tion of passengers in December
and the total amount is little over
Bs 24 crore. The amount pertains
todenied boarding, cancellation of
flights and delays in flights.

IndiGo shelled out Rs 22,68
crore while Air India Group — Air
India and Air India Express — paid
Rs 74.61 lakh. SpiceJet and Akasa
Air spent Rs 40,09 crore and Rs
2106 crore, respectively, as per the
data shared by minister of state for
civilaviation Murlidhar Mohol in
awritten reply. “IndiGo (tll 28th
January, 2026), has made com-
pensation of ¥22.68 crore. The
process of compensation is under
progress subject 1o necessary con-
firmation from passengers and
document verification,” according
to the reply. PTI
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India eyes aircraft
assembly by 2()28

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India aims to roll
out its first locally assembled
divilian aircraft by 2028, with the
customs duty exemptions on
plane components announced in
the budget expected to acceler-
ate the process to set up the
country's first final assembly
line, said civil aviation minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu,

“This has been the priority
focus area at least for the last
one year where we were trying
to address the availability of air-
craft issues and the objective of
manufacturing planes in the
country”, the minister told HT in
an exclusive interview, adding
that focus on boosting the com-
ponent manufacturing ecosys-
tern has been there for quite
some time. The minister said the
budget offers the civil aviation
sector twio specific things: viabil-
ity gap funding for seaplane
manufacturing, and customs
duty exemptions for the compo-
nent manufacturing ecosystem.

The duty exemption specifi-
cally for aircraft components isa
“dream come true” for the objec-
tive of building an aircraft in the
country, he said. “2028 is when
we want to see the Made in India
aireraft being done. With these
budgetary announcements, it
feels much more likely.”

The Union budget, presented

K Rammohan Naidu, aviation
minister. Tl

by finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, allocated ¥4,469
crore to the civil aviation minis-
try for the financial year 2027,

Naidu said that the final
assembly line is a stepping stone
for “us to build our own aircraft
right from the scratch™ and
indigenization will improve
ahead. “..this customs duty
exemption absolutely hits the
point in giving that kind of boost
to the final assembly lines”, he
said.

Citing recent partnerships
such as the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
the Adani Group and Embraer,
and HAL and the government of
Russia, the minister said, “Con-
sidering the growth story of
India, everyone wants to associ-
ate with it and similar interest is
being seen in civil aviation
also. In that regard, we have
already had these MoUs, but
their execution and achieving
our objectives will become much
more accelerated.”
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Industry leaders welcome focus
on capey, infra-led investments

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Union Budget for
2026-27 sends a strong and
reassuring signal for India's
long-term growth, top aviation
industry executives said on Sun-
day.

“The Union Budget 2026-27
sends a strong and reassuring
signal for India's long-term
growth, anchored in fiscal disci-
pline and a sustained push on
infrastructure-led develop-
ment,” said Aloke Singh, Man-
aging Director at Tata Group's
owned Air India’s low-cost sub-
sidiary, Air India Express.

The continued emphasis on
capital expenditure and destina-
tion-focused investment pro-
vides a solid structural frame-
work for the expansion of tour-
ism and the civil aviation sector
by extension, said Singh.

The Budget, presented by
Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday, has pro-
posed measures to boost air
connectivity as well as the avia-
tion manufacturing ecosystem
in the country, which is one of
the world's fastest civil aviation
markets.Sitharaman
announced various measures to
boost tourism, including giving
a push for seaplane operations.

The Union finance minister announced basic customs duty
exemption for components and parts required for the
manufacture of civilian, training and other aircraft

She also announced basic
customs duty exemption for
components and parts required
for the manufacture of civilian,
training and other aircraft.
Additionally, basic customs
duty exemption will be provided
for raw materials imported for
manufacture of parts of aircraft
to be used in maintenance,
repair, or overhaul require-
ments by the defence sector.

According to Singh, the Bud-
get's focus on strengthening
medical value tourism and des-
tination development is particu-
larly relevant for aviation, as it
creates high-frequency, pur-
pose-driven inbound travel,
especially from regions such as

REUTERS

the Middle East and Southeast
Asia.

“At a time when the global
economy is being tested by sup-
ply-chain shocks, trade barriers
and rising uncertainty, Budget
2026 marks a clear shift from
short-term stimulus to long-
term capacity-building,” said
Ajay Singh, Chairman and MD
of SpiceJet.

According to Akasa Air
founder and CEO Vinay
Dube,with travel demand
increasingly driven by Tier 2
and Tier 3 cities along with the
metros, the focus on strength-
ening last-mile connectivity and
infrastructure was encouraging
for the travel industry.
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Al grounds Boeing 787-8
plane after pilot reports
fuel switch malfunction

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

An Air India pilot reported
an instance of a fuel switch
malfunction on a Boeing
787-8 flight from London to
Bengaluru after it landed
on Monday, following
which the airline says it has
grounded the aircraft and
is examining the matter.
The switches that sup-
ply fuel to the two engines
were at the heart of the
preliminary report into the
Air India AI 171 crash in Ah-
medabad last June. The re-
port into the crash, which
also involved a Boeing 787
aircraft, said that the two
switches that supply fuel to
each of the two engines
shifted or “transitioned” to
the CUTOFF position one
after another and there
was a loss of engine thrust
and both engines shut

S 2

"J

The pilot says the crew
reported abnormal behaviour
of the LEFT fuel switch. REUTERS

down, precipitating the
crash of the Boeing 787-8
plane which killed 269.
The latest incident was
brought to public attention
by Captain Amit Singh,
Founder of NGO Safety
Matters, who has peti-
tioned the Supreme Court
for an independent probe
into the Ahmedabad crash.
He claimed the crew of the
London to Bengaluru flight
reported a similar mal-

function with one of the
two fuel switches. On X, he
wrote that the crew “re-
ported abnormal beha-
viour of the LEFT engine
fuel control switch”.

He said that “during en-
gine start, the switch failed
to remain locked in the
RUN position on two at-
tempts, moving towards
CUTOFF,” a malfunction
that has the potential to cut
off fuel supply to the en-
gine and force engine shut-
down in certain scenarios.

It was not clear why the
crew decided to proceed
with the flight if the mal-
function was observed
during “engine start”, the
post claims. “We have
grounded the aircraft and
are involving the OEM (ori-
ginal equipment manufac-
turer) to get the pilot’s con-
cerns checked.” Air India
said in a statement.
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LONDON-BENGALURU FLIGHT: FUEL SWITCH CUT OFF
A-Ipilot flags ‘possible defect’ with
fuel control switch, plane grounded

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 2

ANAIR India pilothasflagged a
possible defect with an engine
fuel control switch of one of the
airline’s Boeing 787 aircraft, fol-
lowing which the plane has
been grounded. The nine-year-
old aireraft, operating aLondon-

Bengaluru flight, landed in Ben-
galuruon Monday morning.
Engine fuel control
switches have been at the focus
of the investigation into the

crash of the Air India Boeing

787 jet (AI-171) in Ahmedabad
last June, with the preliminary
probe report saying the acci-
dent occurred after both en-

gines of the aircraft were
starved of fuel as both its fuel
control swirches transitioned
from ‘run’ to ‘cutoff” position
within a second of each other,
moments after lift-off.
Accordingtoastatement by
aviation safety advocacy group,
Safery Matters Foundation, the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE2

A-Ipilot

crew of the Boeing 787 (registra-
tion: VT-ANX) reported abnor-
mal behaviour of the leftengine
fuel control switch on Monday,
as during engine start, the
switch failed to remain locked
in the 'run' position on two at-
tempts, moving towards 'cut-
off'. Sources said the pilot re-
ported that the left fuel control
switch was slipping from 'run’
to 'cutoff' if pushed down
slightly, and was not locking
propetly in its position.

“We are aware that one of
our pilots has reported a poss-
ible defect on the fuel control
switch of a Boeing 787-8 air-
craft. After receiving this inirial
information, we have
grounded the aireraft and are
inveolving the OEM (original
equipment manufacturer) to
getthe pilot's concerns checked
on a priority basis. The matter
hasbeen communicated tothe
aviation regulator, DGCA," an
Air India spokesperson said.

The OEM for the aircraft is
Boeing, while the fuel control
switch manufacturer is Honey-
well. "We are in contact with Air
India and are supporting their
review," Boeing said.
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Make-in-India lmost for aviation sector

MILMBALNEW DELHI

Budget proposal to
scrap basic customs
duty on impeorted civil-

ian aireraft componentsis set
to boost the aviation sector.

“I propose to exempt basic
customs duty on components
and parts required for manu-
facture of civilian, training and
otheraireraft,” finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman said in
her budget speech on Sunday.

Customs duty on aircraft
components range from 2.5%
to 15%. Some have zero duty.
Experts said the duty exemp-
tion could lead manutacturers
toexpand and new companies
toenter the space.

Adani Group and Brazil's
Embraerarein talks to manu-
facture commercialaircraft in
Iredia. Embraer will import air-
craft componenis, it said when
it signed a partnership agree-
ment with Adani last month.

State-owned Hindustan
Aeronautics Lid isin talks with
Russia’s UAC to manufacture
SIN00 regional aircraft locally.
Both airline-makers could get
aboost ifaircraft components
and supplies become cheaper.

The budget proposals coin-
cidewith India’s aspirationsto

Duty relief on imports of airerafl components supports India’s
push to become a global hub for aircraft manufacturing.

position itself as a hub for air-
craft maintenance, repairand
overhauling (MRO) operations
as the country’s major airlines
—IndiGo, AirIndiaand Akasa
—prow fleet sizes by 30% over
the next two vears. India
accounts for 10% of global
MRO work.
“The exten-

duty exemp-

tions on aircraft

engines, parts, raw materials
till 2028 will significantly
reduce costs and strengthen
the ‘Make in India’ aerospace
ecosystem,” Krishnan Agar-
wal, Deloitte Indiz's executive
director, said. “The measure

sion of customs ﬂE_F[_]EH_H I']_,“ E'!: ‘;3!.; E‘i 'lf
[_subGET Joae |

will lower operating costs and
enhance global competitive-
ness of Indian MROs_ unlock-
ing new opportunities in the
aviation sector.”

“Thiswill help lower the air-
craft purchase cost for air-
lines,” said Kinjal Shih, senior
VP and
co-group head,
corporate rat-
ings, ICHA Lid.

Experts said
duty exemptions on parts,
including engines, for manuo-
facturing civilian, training,
and other aircraft and on raw
material used to make aircraft
parts for MRO when imported
by defence sector PSUs will cut

—

input costs for aviation sector.
“Itwill lowerinput costs across
the aviation value chain, mak-
ing aircraft acquisition and
upkeep more affordable while
strengthening domestic MRO
capability.” Ashish
Chhawchharia, partner and
aviation industry leader, Grant
Thornton Bharat, said.

With passenger traffic pro-
jected toreach 665 million by
FY 31, cost efficiency and local
capacity are critical, he added.,

"By lowering spare parts
and tools costs, carriers can
reduce maintenance costs,
improving fleet economics
and freeing up capital for
growth, The move under-
scores the government's
intent to strengthen India’s
aviationecosystem and attract
global partnerships.” he said.

Allimports of aireraft com-
ponentsand engine parts have
5% uniform integrated goods
and services tax, implemented
in 2024, which allowed firms
to claim it back as input tax
credit. The rate was recom-
mended by the GST Council
fior the import of "parts, com-
ponents, testing equipment.,
tools and tool-kitsof aircraft.”

dipali banbaclivemint.com

For an extended version of
this story. go fo livemint.com.
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IndiGo hires Laming to head
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devinasenguptagilvemint com

India by market share, has

appointed veteran of lovalty
programmes Nik Laming to
lead its frequent-flyer busi-
ness, as the airline seeks to
shift from its low-cost roots to
defend its market share
against feisty Air India.

Laming, a Singapore-based
consultant with over 30 years
of experience, joinsata critical
time. While InterGlobe Avia-
tion Ltd.-operated IndiGo flew
124 million passengers in
2023, it faced a 2% dip in mar-
ket share in November and a
record T22.2 crore fine in
December following opera-
tional issues.

The recruitment marks a
shift for IndiGo as it scales its
BluChip programme in order
to compete with Air India's
Maharaja Club. Since the Sep-
tember 2024 launch, BluChip
has brought in 100 million
members, reflecting the car-
rier's urgency o secure cus-
tomer stickiness amid its inter-

I ndiGo, the largest airline in

S\~

Mik Laming to lead the airline's
frequent-flyer business.

national expansionand intro-
duction of premium services.
The move comes as the
elobal travel lovalty market is
projected to hit $52.6 billion
by 20:30. For IndiGo, which
introduced business-class
‘Stretch’ cabins, a robust loy-
alty driver is a necessity to
transition from a budget air-
line to a global contender.
“The search for a lovalty
head started 8-9 months ago,
and the airline was looking
#lobally for a candidate who
could build aprogramme that
would bring them repeat cus-
tomers,” said an industry exec-

loyalty programme in ramp up

utive aware of the develop-
ment. Thecivil aviation regu-
lator, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), is vet to
release December passenger
traflic numbers.

According to the executive
mentioned above, Laming was
onboarded about amonth ago.
While Indigo did not respond
to Minr's queries, Laming has
vet to respond to Mint's que-
ries via Linkedln

For the airline, which has
63.6% domestic aviation mar-
ket share, getting its loyalty
PrOEramITe Correct comesat a
time when it cancelled 4,500
flizghtsin December firstweek.

IndiGo’s 10 million loyalty
programme  registrations
came in less than 18 months
since the programme’s launch.

"IndiGGo has a straightfor-
ward earn and burn loyalty
points progran. As they look at
Lirger international cperations,
they are shedding their low-
st carrier image into a fit- for-
purpose airline,” said Mark [,
Martin, aviation expert and
chief executive at Gurogram-
based Martin Consulting.

Faor an extended version of
e story, go folivemint.com.
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Air India grounds
Boeing Dreamliner

ir India said on Monday it had grounded
a Boeing Dreamliner after one of its

pilots reported a possible defect with
the aircraft's fuel control switch, which isat the
centre of an ongoing probe into a deadly air
crash last vear.

The airline did not specify the nature of the
defect or provide details of the flight. But two
solrces said the pilot had reported the defect
after the plane landed in the southern Indian
city of Bengaluru after taking off from London.

*After receiving this initial information, we
have grounded the said aircraft,” Air India said,
adding that it was in touch with Boeing “on a
priority basis™. Boeing said it was supporting
Alr India. REUTERS
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Air India grounds
Dreamliner after pilot
reports fuel switch defect

NEW DELHI: An Air India pilot reported a
possible malfunction in the fue control switch
ol a Boeing 787-8 on Monday, prompling the
airline o ground the aircrafl for inspection.
The Dreamliner had operated flight AT132 from
London to Bengaluru and landed safely in Ben-
gatluru that morning with more than 200 peaple
om board, sources said.

A person familtar with the matter said the
fuel control switch did not remain in the “RUN"
position and drifted toward “CUT OFF? These
settings are used Lo start and shut down engues

welv. Tt remmains unclear at what i
llu:;P:lEuﬂ:Lc ilight ihe fssue was noticed. s

The incident has drawn attention because of

last Tune's fatal Cantinued on P4

Air India

Aidr India Dreamliner crash.
The Atrcralt Aceident Investiga-
tion Bureau is still probing that
accident, in which 260 people,
including 241 pasengers, died
after flight AT171 to London Gat-
wick crashed shortly after take-
off from Ahmedabad on June 12,
2025, The AAIRS preliminary
report on ]uly 12 said fuel supply
1o both engines was cut off within
one second, and noted that a pilst
was heard asking, “Why did you
cul off ¥

Air India said it had grounded
the aircralt and was involving the
Original Equipment Manufac-
turer on & priority basis, adding
that it had earlier checked fuel
comtrol switches across its 787
fleet after a DGCA directive and
found no issues. The aircrafl has
256 seats. Boeing said it was in
contact with Alr India and sup-
porting the review. There was no
immediale comment from the
DGCA.

Safety Matters Foundation
said the left engine switch failed 1o
stay locked in “RUN" during two
engine start altempls. Air India
currently operates 33 Boeing Y875,
comprising 26 787-82 and seven
787-95
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All probable causes for last year’s Air India plane
crash being probed Govt tells Rajya Sabha

NEW DELHI: The civil avia-
tion mintstry on Monday said
all probable causes leading to
the Air India plane erash |
June last year are being inves-
ﬁgﬁiﬂl, and all :ﬂhﬂsarcl:lting
made to complete the probe in
a time-bound manner.

The Aircraft  Accident
[nvestigation Bureau ( AAIB)
is probing the crash that killed
a total of 260 peaple.

In one of the worst aircraft
accidents in India, a total of
260 people, including 241 pas-
sengers, died after Air Indias
Boeing 787-8 aircraft operating
flight AT171 to London Gat-
wick crashed soon after take
off from Ahmedabad on June
12,2025,

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Mudidhar Mohol on

Monday told the Rajya Sabha
that the AAIB probe i5 in

ogress.

“All probable causes lead-
ing to the accident are being
im-:ﬂ:ga[td. and all efforts are
being made to complete the
investigation in a time-bound
manner, he said in a writlen
reply.

In it p:&]imlnur}-‘ report
on the crash that was released
on July 12 last year, AAIR said

The Aircraft
Accident
Investigation Bureau
is probing the crash
that killed a total of
260 people

the fuel supply to both engines
of the plane was cut off within
a gap of one second, Causing
confusion in the cockpit soon
after take-off.

“In the cockpit vodee record-
ing, one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why he cut off
The other pilot responded that
he did not do s it had said.

On Monday, Mehol also
said the preliminary report
on the accident contains fac-

tual information based on
the evidence available at that
point in time and does not
include any imterim safety
recommendations.

A source on January 30
told a news agency that the
AAIB team probing last year’s
futal Adr India plane erash was
examining certain mmpm‘wnb
of the aircraft and assessing
various aspects, and “nothing
has been ruled out” in terms of
the factors that could have led
to the accident.

All aspects related to tech-
nical, operational, organisa-
tional and human factors are
being looked into, and it is a
very complex process. Certain
components of the aireraft are
also being examined by AAIB,
the source had said. MPOST
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Dreamliner with
faulty fuel switch
reminds of AI171

Alr India pilot reported fuel
control switch defect on
Dveamliner Boeing TA7-B during
its journey from London to
Bengalur with 200+ passengers

-:f-".'-'f'

FEBRUARY 2, 2026

» Technical issue: Fuel
control switch failed to stay
in*RUN" position and moved
toward 'CUT OFF position
during engine start. Failed on
two attempts

» Immediate action:
Dreamliner immediately
grounded for inspection;
Original Equipment
Manufacturer (Boging)
invalved for priority checks

#» Response: Incident
reported to DGCA (aviation
regulator); Air India had
previously checked all Boging
T87 fuel switches after DGCA
directive but found no issues

» Past connection: lssug

mirrors June 12 Air india
crash that killed 260 people
when fuel supply to both
engines got cut off after
takeoff from Ahmedabad

# Crash probe finding:
Preliminary report showed
fuel to both engines cut
within one second; cockpit
recording captured pilots”
confusion - one asking “why
did he cut off”

# Fleet Size: Air India
operates 33 Boeing 787s
total (26 legacy 787-Bsand 7
T87-9s including former
Vistara aircraft)
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AIR INDIA GROUNDS
DREAMLINER

An Air India Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner was grounded on
Monday after a pilot reported a
possible defect in the fuel control
switch, days after the airline faced
scrutiny over last June's deadly
Dreamliner crash. Flight Al132,
operating from London to
Bengaluru, landed safely with over
200 passengers on board.
Sources said the left engine fuel
control switch failed to remain in
the ‘RUN’ pasition during engine
start and moved toward ‘CUT
OFF', used to shut down engines.
Safety Matters Foundation warned
that such a malfunction could,
under specific conditions, cause
an inadvertent engine shutdown in
flight. It is unclear when during the
flight the issue was noticed. Air
India said it notified the DGCA,
grounded the aircraft, and
involved the Original Equipment
Manufacturer (Boeing) for urgent
checks. Boeing confirmed its
support for the review. The airline
had previously checked all 33
Dreamliners in its fleet after a
DGCA directive, finding no issues.
The incident revives concems over
last year's crash that killed 260
people, when fuel supply to both
engines was cut off shortly after
take-off, according to the AAIB
preliminary repart.
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BuddhaAirplansdailydirectflight
services between Kolkata and Kathmandu

DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY
Kolkata, 1 February

Nepal-based Buddha Air is
considering a proposal to
operate daily flights between
Kathmandu and Kolkata in
the near future. Since October
last year, the airline has been
running thrice-weekly direct
services between the twocities.
Owing to strong demand. this
was soon increased to four
flights a week.

Before the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Air India
operated direct flights between
Kolkata and Kathmandu.
However, sincethe resumption
of intemational flight operations
in2022, the Maharajahasnot
returned to this route.

At this juncture, Buddha
Air, with the support of the
Nepal Tourism Board, has
stepped forward to reintroduce
direct flights between Kolkata
and Kathmandu after a hiatus
of more than five years,
beginning on 19 October 2025

Abhishek K.C., Senior
Marketing Executive of Buddha
Air, who attended the B2B
meeting of the Nepal Sales

Mission 2026 in Kolkata, said
that buowed by the overwhelming
sueccess of both inbound and
outbound services, the airline
is planningto make the flights
daily. The Kathmandu-Kolkata
and Kolkata-Kathmandu
routes are already operating
at near-full capacity.
Executive Chairman of
Buddha Air, Birendra Bahadur
Basnet, confirmed that the
current four-times-a-week
service is expected to be
extended to daily operations.
The airline also operates
thrice-weekly flights between
Kathmandu and Varanasi. As
partofitsexpansion, Buddha
Air has opened a dedicated
office in Kolkata to handle
sales and marketing in the
city.
Buddha Air, a private airline
based in Nepal, operates
ATR-72 aircraft witha seating
capacity of 72 passengers.
Since October 2025, it has
been flying four times a week
- on Sundays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays-
from Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport,
Kolkata, to Tribhuvan

International  Airport,
Kathmandu.
Theairfare is approximately

Rs. 18000 for a round-trip
ticket between Kolkata and
Kathmandu.

Dr. Kaulesh Kumnar, Secretary
General of the Association of
Buddhist Tour Operators
(ABTO), stated that the new
direct services have opened
up fresh opportunities in the
travel and tourism sector and
will particularly strengthen
the Buddhist tourism circuit
in both countries.

“Itis truly encouraging. The
Nepal government is keen to
ensure hassle-free travel for
tourists visiting both countries
and expects passenger numbers
to double by 2030. With the
addition of new destinations,
mountainexperiences, hotels,
resorts, casinos, and adventure
a favourite destination for
flight connectivity will provide
a further boost,” said Surya
Thapaliya, Manager of the
Nepal Tourism Board (NTB).

Currently, Nepal has three
international airports.
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paying Rs 12,404 for himself

branded T-shirt, jeans, jack-

tainer accidentally slipped

After examining the re-

Mid-air mishap: Hot curry SplS passenger, costs airline 325k

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: What should ha-

ve been a peaceful flight from
Bangkok to home in Bengalu-
ru turned into a messy and
painful shocker for a pas-
senger. Moments after take-
off and high up in the air, a
flight attendant accidentally
spilled hot non-vegetarian
curry on him. With the pas-
senger taking the legal route,
the IIT additional Bengaluru
Urban distriet consumer dis-
putes redressal commission
recently held the airline vica-

riously liable and ordered pa-

ymentof compensation.

The saga began on March
5, 2024, when Sree Nayvak (na-
me changed), a resident of
Konanakunte Cross, flew
from Bangkok to Bengaluru
with his wife and daughter,

and Rs 24,808 for his family.
Trouble struck about 15 mi-
nutes after take-off when a
flight attendant opened the
overhead bin above his seat,
causing a hot food packet to
fall on him, spilling curry
and other items.

Nayvak claimed the inci-
dent left him shocked, trau-
matised, and at risk, while
his clathes were soiled. Asa
vegetarian, he alleged extre-
me discomfort, including
skin irritation and a major
headache from the smell, las-
ting eight hours until he rea-
ched home. Unable tochange
clothes or bathe immediate-
ly, he also faced embarrass-
ment as co-passengers alle-
gedly laughed. The food pack-
et was reportedly stored by
some other passenger.

He further stated his

et, shoes, and innerwear were
irreparably stained, while
his backpack, smartwatch,
and maobile phone were da-
maged. According to Nayak,
the airline admitted negli-
gence over phone and email,
and offered him a Rs 5,000 tra-

CONSUMER &

velvoucher, which hedeemed
inadequate given the discom-
fort he had endured. Seeking
a compensation of Rs 5 lakh
for mental harassment and

other losses, he filed a consu-
mercomplaintonJuly 5, 2025,

IndiGo's defence

In its defence, IndiGo, repre-
sented by its manager, denied
any deficiency in service, ar-
guing that under consumer

IS KING

law, a deficiency arises only
when there is a shortcoming
or inadequacy in the quality,
nature, or manner of service

mandated by the law or cont-
ract. Tosupport its stand, the
airline cited a past in-flight
incident in which ameal con-

from an overhead bin shortly
after take-off while cabin
crew was on routine duty

The airline maintained
the incident was unintentio-
nal and unforeseen. Tt said
the crew responded promptly
by apologising, relocating
the passenger to a first-row
seat, assisting in cleaning
his clothes, and providing
wet tissues. Referring to the
present case, IndiGo said its
customer experience team
contacted the complainant
onMarch?9, 2024, but he later
sought compensation of Rs
5 lakh, which it termed ille-
gal and exorbitant. Saying
that as a goodwill gesture, it
had repeatedly offered a Rs
5,000 travel wvoucher
which was declined —the air-
line urged the commission to
dismiss the complaint.

cords and hearing both sides,
the commission held that
opening an overhead bin af-
ter take-off, resulting in a hot
meal falling on a passenger,
amounted to a clear lapse in
service, It observed that airli-
nes are at fault if loose or hot
items are stored in a manner
that endangers passengers.
However, the commission no-
ted that Nayak had failed to
produce credible evidence to
substantiate claims of medi-
cal expenses or irreparable
damage to his clothes.

The commission bench,
comprising president Shiva-
rama K and members
Chandrashekar S Noola and
Rekha Sayannavar, on Dec
12, 2023, ordered IndiGo to
pay the complainant Rs
20,000 as compensation and
Rs 5,000 as litigation costs.
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Al Boeing fuel switch cuts off

again, this time at UK airport

SAFETY LOCK DIDNT WORK DURING ENGINE START CHECK

WHAT HAPPENED

London Heathrow, Feb 1 | During

engine check, fuel contral
| switch

| wwitch first
belore belng stotted

» After faifing for a second time,

the switch stays locked in ‘run’

IMPLICATION FOR Al 171 CRASH
[ > In initial report on last year's
¥ crash in Ahmedabad, AAB said bath

flight ko Bangalury takes off at

made the third Hme. The 3.05pm  S.400m. It's now grounded

the assumption that foel switch movement in the Al crash

wias manual, Until now, the cut-aff transition was treated as near-conclusive evidence of pilot
uncammanded switch behaviour, through mechanical detent fallure,

| signal corruption, or ather cawses, is a credible failure mode — a sBeos coamusne

!“mmﬂmlnl:lﬂmlm

| action. The London event shoves

Touind to have no issues

Discredits Ahd
Crash Narrative
Of Pilot Action

Manjuitimesofindia. com

Mumbal: In a development
with direct implications for
the investigation Inte the Ju-
ne 12 fiatal Alr Indis Boeing
TH7 Ahmedabad crash, anot-
b A Dl i Dt ek s
a fuel control switch move
froan “run”™ to “cut-off " aftera
orew member pressed it to
check whether it was lncked.
The switch moved witho-
ut the reqguired 1ift sction,
suggesting the safeguard
meant io prevent fuel supply
cut off and inadvertent engh
ne shutdown did not [une-
tion as designed, sources sa-
Wl The London incident
challenges the controversial
narrative that the Ahmed
abad crash resulted from a
deliberate pilot act, pointing
instead to a possible and eri-
tical technical flow in the air
eraftsfuel switch design.
The incident oocurred on
Fed 1 o Lovsdon Heathrow dh-
ring engine siart of BT (VT-
ANX) aprerating the 2 d5pm Alr
Pl ki fgght AL-E22 b0 Bengali-

Ajit's death puts
focus on charter
firms' safety

ndia's chorter aviation see
‘ tor has grown stosdily £
ling a erucial gap beft by airdi-
nes by connecting smaller
bowns & airports. But indust-
Ty insbilers say safety compll-
anee across  non-schedubed
aperators is uneven and often
weaker than  alrline  slan
dards. Implementation of pi-
logs' Might duty time Himies,
maintenomee standnrds & we-
ather-related  decision-ma-
king vary widely botwoen ope
rators, reports Manju V. PS

DGCA takes note
of TOl report on
EU action on VSR

l JGC,'\.hm.Laknnnnmanr.th

I roport on EU Aviation
Safety Apency’s suspension
anil \.I.Iljwall fl revecktion
revocation of the Third Co-
untry Operator authoriss-
tion of VSR Ventures follo-
wing & Learjet 45 aceident at
Murbia) Alrport I Sep 2023
Indin's AAIB is in the final
atages of iis imvestigation in
tothe 2023 secident. Last we
ok, a Learie operated by VSR
drashed killing DCM Ajit Pa
war and 4 others. P16

ru. The fued contrel switches
on the THT requine a twostep
acton; thaey mikst e lifted bedi-
e they ean be moved betwean
“rumn"and “cutoll™, Thesafiety
fonture is intended to prevent
Insdvertent fusl  shotdosm
“The pilot lightly pushed the
lefifue] eonirel switch tocheck
if its Jock feature was working
amd found it wes not because
thie switch moved (hough {1
was not Hifted first,” the source
salil. I aggain Miled to lock the
second tirme, But the thivd time
the switch staved locked mnd
bk rsd move without 1M

The aircraft  departed  at
A 40pin for Bengalur, whereii
s currenily groumsded,
India's Alreraft Accident
Investigation Burenn (AA-
B, in its preliminary report
released Inst July said that
both fuel control switches on
the ill-fated aireraft had mo
ved from “run” to “out off”
seconds nfter takeof. The re-
poit said one pilot asked the
other why did ke out off the
fuel, to which the other re-
sponded that hedid notdoso

»Continued on P 22

UK incident challenges claim Al fuel
switch movement was manual: Expert

»Continued from P L

Investigation Burenu

(AAIB), kn is prellmina-
¥ repart, added that no tech-
nleal or design flaw was
frumd with thealreral sofar,
implying pllot action. Ther-
after; the THGECA wmandaied
nn inspection of the fuel
awitch locking system. Alr
Ind s Inter anrwounced that it
complated thess inspeciions
and found nio faults, But the
oo incident brings hack
fo fore the unresolyed ques-
than arund swilch deslgn,
its locking integrity and the
possibility of  inadvarten)
activation, said souwrces.

A senior  eommanler
saick “The London incident
directly challenges ihe as-
sumption that foel switch
movement in the Alr Tndia
erash was manual Unoil now,
e cul-ofll transliion was
wreatedl £s  near-conclushe
evhidemen of pibol action. The
London event shows that un:
commandid  swlich  beha
viour, through mechanical
detenl feilure, signal corrg-
Rlani i ooilhier cariises, ke g cred-
ihle failure mode. That plices

]nlJL'L': Aldrcraft Acchdent

UNRESOLVED ISSUES

the DGUAs parller elaim of
Mot cloprance undor sharm
scruniny, ag a defect appear-
g months ler suggeats in-
spoctions may how been vi
sunl, non-diagnnstie, or in-
complete, For the AAIR, the
implicatim is clesr Mel eo-
off cin no longer e equsted
with intent, the investigation
must wicen to flest-level and
eomipoment analyvels, and al-
tribution of delibarnte pilst
nethon without fully olimi
nnting svstom anomalies is
nolonger dedensble, ™

Air zafety expert Capl
Amil Singh sabd: “The Lon-
don inclklent 8 particulardy
coneerning because in 008

the US avintion regulidor
cautionmd that fuel control
switcheson Hoelng T87soould
malfunction and kead to inad-
vertent engine shutdown. Oc-
curring afer Abr Tndia said
Irs fleet"s fuel control switch-
= have boen checkiod, and
nmid the ongoing June 12
BTHT ernch inwestigatiem, i
rmises  serious  guestions
nhoot  imspertion adeqoacy
nnd clemands the highest lev
elol regulatory scruting”™
Alr Indin, in & statemenl.
saild: “We are aware thal ong
ol our plots has reportsd &
poasdhlo delect o P Pael oon-
wod switch of a Boeing 7874
nireral. After voniving this
nitinl information, we hove
grounded the sakd sirerafl
und are involving the OEM to
gel  te pilal's  concerns
checkid on i priocity busis
The matler has haen comimi-
the avistion reguks-
tor, DGCA. Alr Indin had
checked the fusl control
awritehes on all Bowing 787 air
craft in its floct ofier a direc
Efve from the DGCA, o hacd
found noissues " Boeing said:
W e In contact with Alr
Inilla and ane  supporting
thelr reviewal this matter™,
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Al grounds Dreamliner after
pilot ﬂags defectin fuel switch

SHEKHARSINGH

flight. The foundatiom said the

T B NI ST - ﬂﬂmldu&&yﬂﬂtﬂm&uﬂm
NEWDELHI, FEE FUIARY 2 3 ings issued by the US Federal
Air India on Monday said it Aviation Administration in
had groundeda Boeing T87 air- Gl 2018, when it cautinned opera-
craft and alerted the aviation MRS VO tors that certain fuel control
regrulator after a pilot reported switches on Boeing TT aireraf't
a possible defectin a fud con- cotbd malfunction in this exact

tmol switch on Air India Flight
AT132. from Liondon Heathrow

manner and recommended
inspection and replacement of

to Bengaluru, The Safety Mat- AIRLINE ALERTS DGCA, SAYS ADDRESSING CONCERN  aficted compoanents.
ters Foundation (SMF) warned  majr india has said it has grounded the Boeing 787-8 alrcraft in SMF also flagged the back-
thatthe malfuncionmirmrsa  guestion and communicated the matter to DGCA. The alrline drop of the angoing probe into

known failure mode that can
tigeer nadvertent engine
shutdowns, the same cut-off
risk mow being essnmined in
the Air Imdia Flight AI1T1

said it was getting the pilot's concerns checked on priority

B The pilot of fight A1132 reported that during engine start, the left
engine fuel control switch failed to remain locked in the RUN
position on two attemptsand instead moved towards CUTOFF

the June 12, 025 crash of Air
India Flight ATl which
ivolved a Boeing 787 and s
examining whether a fuel con-
trol switch moving to CUTOFF

crash which claimed 260 ives  our pilotshasreported apossi- — had found no issues,” an Alr - played a mle. While sayving that
onJune 12, 2025, ble defect in the fuel control — India spokesperson said. no direct link was bemng
The airhine saw 1t was switch of a Boeing T87-8 air- The SMF said the malfunce-  alleped, the Foundation said
nvolving Boeingona priority  craft. After recetving this ini-  tionwasreportedon February2  repeatedissies mvolving a crit-
basis and mamtained that tial information. we have during Air India Flight ATI32  ieal control system on thesame
earlier fleet-wide inspections  grounded the saidaireraftand  anddunngengine start the left  aireraft type demand the high-
of fuel control switches had  are involving the OEM to get  engine fuel control switch  estlevelof serutiny:
found no issues, SME howev-  the pilot's concerns checked  reportedly failed 0 remain “We have been insisting that
er, said the inddent raised onapdontybasis The matter  lockedinthe RUN positionon all Boeing 787 aicaft be
gserious questions about the  has been communicated to tao atempts and mstead  checked for electrical system
depth of those checks and  the aviation repulator DGCA.  moved towards CUTOFE faults.., the T87-800 15 also vl
whether along-flagged safety  AirIndia had checked the fuel Under specific conditions, nemble to water seepage intn
warmng 1s resurfacdng across  control switches on all Boeing  SMF wamed, such behaviour  themamelectronic bay, risking
the Dreamliner fleet. T87 aircraft n its fleet after a  could result in an unintended  senous dectrical Euliures.” said

“We are aware that one of

directive from the DGCA and

engine  shuldown during

FIP president CS Randhawa
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