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LGBI am_')ort sees remarkable passenger growth

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Jan 1:
Lokapriyva Gopinath Bardolom
International (LGBI) airport,
Guwahati, saw remarkable
passenger growth in 2025.

With significant surge m
domestic and mternational
travel, the airport successful-
ly managed an impressive
7.01 million passengers—3.5
million domestic arrivals and
3.4 million domestic depar-
tures. Additionally, the air-
port also handled 45,423 in-
ternational passenger arriv-
als and 45,474 international
passenger departures.

The airport also achieved
a milestone with cargo han-
dling — 374 MT of perishable
cargo in December 2025.

The GIAL Cargo Terminal
achieved its highest-ever
monthly cargo handhing vol-
ume i December 2025, re-
cording a total of 1,362 met-
ric tonnes.

Addhtionally, the terminal
registered its highest-ever
single-day tonnage of 60
metric tonnes on December

22,2025,

On October 5, the airport
achieved a single-day record,
managing 22 089 passengers,
mcluding transit travellers.

“This milestone under-
scores the effectiveness of
LGBI Awrport’s ongoing -
frastructure development,
enabling seamless and effi-

cient handling of mcreased
passenger volumes,” an air-
port spokesperson said.
LGEI awrport, managed by
Adami Airport Holdings Lim-
ited (AAHL), also expanded
its international route net-
work, mtroducing direct
flights to Paro, Bangkok, and
Singapore. These routes

have contributed to a sigmifi-
cant increase in international
passenger traffic and aircraft
traffic movement (ATM).
The airport witnessed
47,550 domestic ATMs and
1,000 international ATMs.

The airport witnessed a
substantial growth mn cargo
handling, with a total of
32,990 MT of cargo handled
this year. This significant -
crease in cargo volume un-
derscores the airport's
emerging role as a key cargo
hub in the region.

“As LGBl airport continues
to soar to new heights, it re-
mains dedicated to delivering
exceptional travel experienc-
es and cementing 1ts position
as a premier gateway to the
Northeast region of India,”
the spokesperson added.
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very foggy winter airirayv-
ellers grapple with oneer
tainty about whether
their flight will he de
layued, diverted or can
celled. Affecting all modes of
transport rail, road and air
equally — low visibility makes
Jazzy alrports look Hke crowded
railway stations or dirty bus
sinnads. Besides the sheer unpre-
dictabllity of this natural ple
nomsEnom, 8 manber of man-mede
factors contribute to the mess that
flyers to and from Delhi, India's
busigat hub, and other foggy
narthern cities face vear after
year, Since Dec 15, hundreds of
flights have already boen alfected
right at the start of a super pol
Tubed winter
Once an aircraft is delayed on
any one secton all the other roales
il has to operate that day will, at
hest, face consaguential delnys or,
al worst, cancellations. Which
means the fog In north, or even in
Bengalury 35 often happens now,
leads to delays scross India and
alzn on international networka
TOI analyses why flving becomes
n higger pain than it shonld be
between fogey Dec & Feb:

Delhi Dilemma

The capital's Indirs Gandhi Infer-
national Airport (IGIA) has four
runways, the most
for any airport in
Inelka. Bt this m
ment visibility
drops below Sm, one of it run
wiys (27/09) can't be used. That
leaves irwith three runways, each
of which has acategory Il B(CAT
MIB) instrument landing system
{1LS) that allows landing with vis
ibility upto 50 metres from both
their ends after o recent upgrade
But the three can neither be
usad simultanecusly, nor is the
mlrsgovce around IGLA unrestricted.
ns Lutyens Dethi i= a no-fly zone
and next door Hindaon (in Ghaz
abad) is a defonce enclive. Which
means that aireraft have narrow
funnels as they approach the air
strips ar depart after take off. Con.
shidir this: an airerafl wlking off
towards Vasant Vihar side can't
furn kefl immedintely after getiing
uirborme as that's where the VVIP
rone s [0 has io 2o way ahead
elent Hindon and then tirn et o
head where it s supposed to go
Add to this, during winter the
epacing between nircraft — de-
cided in terms of permutations
like whers thers are two arriving
nircraft, or an arriving, a depart
ing and an arriving aireraft — s
increased from 3.5 nauticel miles
{rm) o upto 6 i for having great-
er safety margins. In dense fog.
netther gl traffic controllers nor
pilots can see much bevond their
windows or windshisld, respec-
tvely and pely comphisely on tech

K Explains

nology: Henoe the need for groater-
than-usual eafety margina

All this means reduced capac
ity at Indin's busiest sirport. How-
ever, slods are declded on the hasis
of the four runways' capocity
During foe. though. those caleula-
o g onid of the window, Teaving
passengers in the lurch

‘When Dense Fog Descends
CAT [IH-compliant sireraft anmed
by crew toidned for the system can
land when visihility is down to 50
miefres, However, take -offs mguin:
nminimum visthility of 125 metres
fiow 889% of plines I visibility drogs
to near zero, then oo aircraft move-
ment 18 posaible. What happens
when visihility 1s betwoen 50 metres
and 125 meatres is that landings can
hapgren. bt not Gake-olTs.

y fog still
keeps delaying
your flight

Thst meuns alreraft set to de
part — with passengers seated
inside for hoirs — remssin stuck
on IGIAs acrobridges nnd remote
parking hays. Planes that land in
such o scenario have nowhere tw
g0, Atmost, 2530 arriving aireraft
can bt parked on portions of &
tnxiway each betwesn the two run-
wivs i the right of North Access
Road imain road leading to T3)
megning 27708 and 2010 and e
1o the ledt, TR/ 1L & 270/ 11R. (R
ts right & L is left), “Bay manage
ment has beon terrible in the frst
week itself because of fog this
winter” sald n senior pilot,

Narrow-body planes. beyond
whnl can be pecommodated on 1G1A
taxhwinys, hoverimg near Delhi and
running low on fuel are diverted o
el Jatpur and Lucknow, which

File photo of sincralt {aking
off an a fogyy day in Delhi

also got crowded in terms of park
ing space fairly quickly. Incoming
wide-bodies are diverted 1o
Ahmedabad ond Mumbai

“Once fog starts 1ifting, sud-
denly 2025 planes will at once seck
start-up and pushhack clearance.
One contooller will get Nooded
with these requests and it gets
unmanagehle. The new T 15 so
long thist we can 't allow any plane
on one side to be pushed back if
another alreraft is eoming o till
it remches its nerobridge an that
shdie,” said an alr traffie controlier

What Makes Matters Worse

The mismatch between demand and
supply gets worse e o sveral res-
sons, incluling technleal glitches.
The first day off fog this winter (Dec
151 saw the tewly Lnstalled runway

Runway Visibility And CAT System

"CAT", shart for ‘categary’, indicates the level of precision in kow-wisibility seftings of an aircraft's instrument kanding

Fiyers hit by & fog delay
Im]:lnunnelhlimnmel .

visua! range (RVR) measuring
exquipanent ol the MeT degartment,
attouchdown of ninways 27 and 52,
get packed. This meant only two
rumways hind CAT IIB LS,

Airling staff shortage adds
the problem. During fog, deslg
nated bays whare incoming air-
craft are parked are frequently

Very often, they have to

walt for wing walkers and mar-
shalbers — grotind crow who guide
alreralt on tarmac

The sienplest way tomvold chaos
Bt e inls [ o ensure pEssengers
get thmedy information abour Hight
delays or cancellations so that they
dion't eome o the alrpomt and eon
progato thene. But apart from a real
time lack of coordination between
st s, akrport operatons atd MeT
diept — and the nnpredictability of
Twow quickly fog will descend, crip
pling operations, or Lft, enabling
them again — airlines also don't
hinve the contact details of a lange
number of passengers. These are
essentially those boaking v trsmed
agents nnd, henee, can't ba contact-
od oven if airtines have fight nfn,

Every vear, the number of
flights and daily passenger traffic
ls growing, Alrports, espoecially
PP metro ones, put every inch of
reil estate for commiercial use
More passenger seating and seou-
rity zates are seen as a wiste of
space at what are now malls with
asrabridges. When flights get de
laved, terminals are overflowing

system {ILS), Hare are its different types:

Minimum visibility
needed for landing

While CAT IB-compliant alrcraft manmed by
crew frained for the system can fand when
vislbility is down to S0m, take-offs requine &
minimum visibifity of 125m for mest planes

CATIN

CAT [1ER*

50-75m Hmdiiens

o -

with passengers. Two winters back
during such chaog, then aviation
minister Jyotirmditya Seindia had
gt Delhi and Mumbsal sirports to
remove shops o create more seci-
rity gaies and searing areas.

The head of air traffic control
in Delhi is a GM-level officinl
This, despite the fact that the ale
port handles over 1,500 flights
every duy, including VVIP move-
ment. plianes, charters and sched
uled Mights Tt is erucial to have
an executive directorlevel official
tepding the ATC team for better
conrdination among various
stakeholdors.

Alrlines have often not been
able to position aireraft compliant
with low viaibility operations
with trained erew o fog hours
Whether it happens due to o
schedul ing oversight or fog sud-
denly descending, the impact is
planes hovering for a long thne
mear the fog-enveloped airport
before diverting somewhere else.

This year, for instance, log has
rolled in about & month before it
did last winter Otherwise, aftor
many winters, it was supposed to
ba a better one at IGLA with all
four runways and three terminals
in use: In the Inst 2.3 vears, either
T16r a runway was not avakiable

“There was no major issue this
wear Vil we hene not seem things
g0 as they should have,” sl asen-
ior official. “The terrible pollution
ot ekl e oty bk cithess ks adi

car iy caTl
300m

o —

*For aireealt with automadic capabiliy fo makatain matway
centreine dering Landing and ARes tapchiciwe

Mo of fiyers delayed by over 2 hrs (lakh)
oec 22! [ 3

oee 204 [N 29

szae [
snzes [N 13

Na. of fiyers affected by cancellations
35,382
T, 7 0
ooz [CHEERR
TR 1119

Mot et Por sesecesd winher montha: inciudes Selsys Causnd fy tsciom oher than fog; Stseoe DGCA

Ing to low visibility These smis-
&lons get caught up in fog, ading
to smog and, thereby, further dete-
rioration of visibility Look all
around Dwarka e-way, you will see
only constructinn and big cranes,”
said & seilor controller whe has
seen Delhi's free-fall from fog to
armog in the lnst two decades

Consequential Impact
Dense fog alfect ing operations for
&n hour can mean thres hours are
spent clearing the loglam of de
layed arrivals (including asking
diverted Mights to come to 1GLA)
i departures, “Airdines need to
reduce flights hetween dam and
Baum, Wae need some slack in those
hours to bring in delayed flights,"
sild n senlor ATC effelnl

With that not available, delnys
become prolonged. Once an air-
craft supposed w Ty inand oot of
fog-enveloped Delhi, Amritsar
Lucknow, Jaipur, Kolkata or Ben-
galuru gets delayed, all other
Mights it has to operate that day
get delayed. This viclous cycle
rontinnes, day after day and win
ter dfter winter

While the vicissitudes of fog
will comtinue, fts manigement cun
be improved to minimise passen-
ger inconven bence and uncertalnty
to the eectent possible. Noxt winter,
with the Nolda airport becoming
vperational and decongesting 1G-
14's peak hours. things are expect-
ol to becoine a shade betier



e | =

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

3 JANUARY 2026

T AT 55 ford =

| T feed, 2 STt

L T 2026 H S H 10 HOf
| S B e 50-55 oAt
P ST A T IEH B
© 2025 T ot e fommT st
| 36§ 35 MITH FHA 79
 fom ST T SR 44 amTw
| fpu T Y, 512024 § fagd
L AT
| e Sieehid o STHR,
| ST fmT Rt et W 826
| ol Rt STkl TS off -
. e 2025 # wiEmeE famm
© 723 9 AANT 103 fomE
D ERR UIed W R AT TR
:dfewm @ dw fewEl %
| STUISYH SR TR h
- foTT ST o SROT g §
| S I | T, TR 6e §5
P 3l w1 (S AET e
| TIeaRM I8 YAl § 3iR g9
LW A T QAR H
| IR I X i Zolreld
| T S E) @1 2026 TH TS
ol T &HAT ST 900 T
| UET Wehdll €| TR e R
. e feTw 2027 $R 2028
A ae 9 W faw @
| feferedt & W19 9RA 1,000
| ForT % TS ¥ e TEd
. T

TEY IRA o AR iR

= S 91 R ST e
B ST i Ueel 9 81 36 e
% 3THS HI TR B FH T

IR, 2026 B qR=me= &
TR & S fommi ol ot 9 o
ST ot wehd €, Fore ey
fommt =t e =g S|

oIt T e € foh oTR
e 49 oM & aqrer ot
fic e foet & Ju E5H &
T 3T & L S, T
ST & Hehell 2

T TE, T Ifeq &
{rfefve fomml & off 95 &
wnfieT €9 & suiie ®, fSd
TWRARH I HTH Sqrar
frrerm

9T, AT SfeAT 319 et
T | I ST SgeTd e
TG TR | Al el e
Fuad faedT wTweT = fF
AT & T 39 | 26
e &, 9 | 20 TRyt
et 2|

AR SR T Fr e &
for 9 o wifter fommeT =t
T T fRR R i
TE TS W fore T g 777
FHI AT FLEE IRITH Y
FS I NeRR @ 2

formr fargetshi & SHER
T2 TR ST (fSweh
THTEA Y E 31 faqme) g
T HEN Ueh 9 < fau snfier
T I IHIE B



A.

= A e S

AIRPOTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 3 JANUARY 2026

for e wes

a9 18 37k 273

WW
& <1

BT 37§ TX U ST TR o St § dTeY
RT U AT IR I St Ere=T ot Rt
SfekT o TS SR T Teh 3TETT HITeAT AT WISt
T feraT ST e T | 3 e womett & sgd gRene 2R
TS TR alTe o Heohd o &0 § ST SeaR 2 9 2021
H e HTet STaReR Tk, 36,500 | 31fereh AN forehmrd
TS i TS| BTk ShHTINET o SIaeR H Set HeTd 9)gd
FHE, T o RN IS T FauH, T ATEEH 2R
AT TeATEe e ST FRferl # T ST &1 SR
e &1 Tect 9 el Aferes NI R AT A VT T,
AR ST Fohichd F9 AR 2
AR AT e HeeTeT o Siferan STt & uar =rerdn
2o ¢ftheh ot gore & i <Rt TR TR st
TN E, TeT ok foh ST HSHI T off STel AT ! T e
Bl 2, U ForehTart St €| Serevr o fefu, STeeErR 2025
T I R X wfe 10,000 W 1.1 o, Sefh 78 5 9%
0.68 o | ST TaT =TT foh ST 37 thaet ofig I =/|
T =T RO &l & | ek, T ST @ fof Zaa an ®
ST VS S R STIaT & | SSH H XaeH, € gt
AR TTHA i oo & SATeTeR TRt el & | et <airer
H S WO ot SHiER Ford T B9 SR 81 Sl © 1
TG IR W& & AT T Hy 3 HR0 STH 18
B o T 9 STl €, TfeheT SR TR STehfeeh ol a1
TEe! S A o ST T B arelt o 9 & it b
TSRAT ISAT 2 |
=ReR € 9 A1 ‘FHHEr FaeR’ & T F o
fTeRTIC et RTeRRICH T Ueh BieT fewan &, Afeh srae
TATH SRR Y G ST & |, SHier 35 SR ST =Ih
Hed heeTe Tt T T ol ST S alar e, SR
S AR Tl STt & 3R 37k T Hifere ST e 21
S ST U ferehetet 3T N>l 36 T o sier 2ifem
FHEI T H B HA ¢ | BT o oui o SAferhier Afor
WA ISR H g 3 STaSE I8 1 g1 § | BTetifh,
SR okl G H gfg o 21ef I e ? foh h1 STE ar
TS | T st 3TfRreh S, T SRishy 37 Sceehl
I | T HAAs & foh 211k <t <hT ek Wl oredt 9
TSRATTS T €, ST TSag 8 T GaR i JSTewT 9gd
FHTE S S | BT o FFITHeh [ aRerd off 59 feremsma =it
YifeRd S & | TeTlge St eTen ferfteei (TwhEidiuet )
T I ArIeTet AR Shier o o foTg, 21fereh SeR St
TR AR fargm oyafer sifamd &) FRe H Gor iR M
1 HH L o 1T st fohg 1T T o sraeares iR
o THT W AT €1 AfSR 3k T 8§ Tee &1 I8
ISR B 77T © o Rt et fehaT e & T 2 |
TSI I 75 AT T T8T 8 Fifeh TRETEH Vet 3R %
I STCTSHT ! U o T & | T8 50 1 ! IS
feetrar & foh frrerer TR AT o formm e, faveriaa 3ik
&TFTCT 31 WSk T STTeehad TR e e sIg R ST Seha|
TH ST, ST T8 B, 390 < B IR SfEm T8
1 <t fRfer  weReTEE R AR i gl SiR St
STETT S, FoT AT ST 2Tl € | Seredor ah forg, Sehet
ST T B Tt e RS TRt e  8si I
TR 2,51 IS TIY T fohy | FRTehTareit o ST qof
e St R heeT T TBe] i & A ¢ | e &
9T oA HareTel IE e & foh Sk RN ol ik e fea
TAT | BT ATCehTeTeh SATShIST h I ST €, T S
LRI FHHSHAN ohT G i H e W GG e e |
Y-S IR T fH SITSTR Sl ST el &, RS oh
A Tele R ot €21 ST <6 SR Heierdl & |l bt
TUTERT, ShTH i i RATT TR TSTe TR &7 bl
T[T SR AT & &9 H FH=7




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 3 JANUARY 2026

Indian carriers likely to induct
55 planes to their fleet in 2026

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
Flew Dellp, T faniuarsy

Indian carriers — based on their
estimated deliveries — are projected
to induct a net of around 50-55
planesin 2006 to their overall fleet in
the country.

In 2025, the total net induction
was 35 planes — 79 added and 44
returned — making it much lower
thaneven 024,

At anoverall level. according to
planespottercom. the total number
of planes in the country was pegmed
st B26 — in which operational
planes in 2025 stood at 723, Around
13 were grounded due to lack of
spare parts or planes going for
upgradation and refurbishment like
that of Air India.

However, ifthings are ontrack —
like Boeing improving its produc-
tionand three new airlines aregiven
permission to start operations this
year — the total fleet capacity in
2026 could be tonching almost goo.
And, with big deliveries of planes in
20%7 and 2028 for Air Indis and
Indigo — India could well touch
close tothe 1Lo0G-aircraft mark.

Thatwould put India in thesame
league as countries like the U'S and
China which are already way above
that number. Moreover, 2026 may
see many of the grounded planes
flying again — so, operational
planeswould also goup.

Aviation watch

# |ndia's overall fleet strength could be
touching dose to 300 by year-end

® Many grounded fights are expected to

join the operational fleet

u Three new airlines
which hawve
besn given
NOC wiould add in
new fleet

u improvement in production of Boeing

could help in deliveries

According to planespotter.com,
expertssay that evenifhalfofthe 49
planes of IndiGo — which are
grounded due to lack of spare parts
— start flying with Pratt and Whit-
ney new engines, the equation can
be different. Similarly, many of the
refurbished Alr India planes are
expected to join the fleet — giving a
big fillipto theairlines.

Of course, Alr India does not see
any major overhaul in its tozal
capacity. Managing director Cam-
bell Wilson pointed out that the adr-
lines will have 26 aircraft, in which
2ywill be narmow bodied inthe year.

Bart he akocautioned that the net
fleet count will stay nearly flat as it
retums leased Boeing 777 and retires
some of them. He paints ot that a
big surge in capacity will happen in
the wyear 202738 when buolk

deliveries of aircraft start happening.

In contrast, IndiGois expecting a
substantial numberofthegrounded
fleet tobe back inthe air. Forthe first
time, it will also induwct the Airbus
A3n XLR, which will be deployed
between Delhi and Athens initialky.

And, new planes will continueto
join the flieet from s orders,

MNew player Akssa — which
already has a fleet of 31 planes,
according to aviation experts — is
expected to induct between one and
two planes every month. This conld
push their numbers to around 45 by
theend of 2026,

This is mainly because Boeing
deliveries areset toimprove as ithas
an order to deliver 236 planes.

Sourressald that even Spicadetis
looking at leased options of around
20aircraft.
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DGCA notice to Al pilot for ‘accepting’ aircraft with snags

NEW DELHI

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) hes lssued a
show-cause notice to an Alr
Indin pilot amid safety con-
cemns on flights AF¥8 and AF
357, pertaining to aircraft dis-
patch, Minimum Equipment
List (MEL) compliance, and
flight crew decision-making.
DGCA, in its notice, said that

the pilot accepted the aircraft
despite repeated snags and
system degradation.

The civil aviation authority

noted that there was a smell of

smoke reported near a door In
the AF338 flight.

DGCA in the show cause
notice sald, "Whereas, it has
been
India Limited, during the oper-
aton of Flght AI-358 (and
related operations of AR357),

observed that M/s Air

serious safety concerns arose
pertaining to alreraft dispatch,
Minimum Equipment List
(MEL) compliance, and flight
crew decision-making ™
“Whereas, during the oper-
ation of Flight AI-358, the oper-
ating crew recelved PACK
ACM L and Pack Mode advis-
ories, And a smell of smole was
reported near the R2 door.
Whereas repetitive snags
related w the same systems had

been recorded on five previous
sectors, Indicating a known his-
tory of system degradation,”
the notice added.

The operating crew In Al
358, as per DGCA, accepted
the aircraft without adequate
understanding of MEL limita-
tions, as on December 28, the
conditions of the lower right
recirculation fan were not
aligned with the MEL "0’ con-
ditipns,

Al pilot grounded over fitness' concem

Air India on Thursday said its pilots has been grounded
after being stopped from operating a Vancouver-Delhi
flight on December 23, following concermns raised by the
Canadian authorities over his *fitness” for duty. The pilot
was deplaned just prior to the departure of the airline's
Delhi flight from Vancouver, Air India said in a statement.
“Flight Al186 from Vancouver to Delhl on December 23,
2025, experienced a last-minute delay after one of the
cockpit crew members was offloaded prior to depar-
ture,” Air India said In a statement.
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Air India pilot grounded after fitness’
concern ahead of Vancouver flight

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Air India on Thurs-
day said one of its pilots has
been grounded after being
stopped from operating a Van-
couver-Delhi flight on Decem-
ber 23, following concerns
raised by the Canadian authori-
ties over his “fitness” for duty.

The pilot was deplaned just
prior to the departure of the
airline’s Delhi flight from Van-
couver, Air India said in a state-
ment.

“Flight AIIS6 from Vancou-
ver to Delhi on December 23,
2025, experienced a last-min-
ute delay after one of the cock-
pit crew members was off-
loaded prior to departure,” Air
India said in a statement.

Canadian authorities raised
concerns regarding the pilot's
“fitness for duty”, following
which the crew member was
taken for further inguiry, the
airline stated.

“Air India regrets the incon-
venience caused to its passen-
gers and is fully cooperating

with the local authorities. The
pilot has been taken off flying
duties during the process of
enquiry,” it said.

In accordance with safety
protocols, an alternate pilot
was rostered to operate the
flight, resulting in the delay,
Air India said.

According to the airline’s
statement, the outcome of the
investigation is still pending
and any confirmed violation
will attract strict disciplinary
action in line with the company

policy.
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Air India Express receives
customised Boeing aeroplane

Air India Express welcomed its
51" B737-8, which is its first line-
fit aircraft, at Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport. Con-
figured and designed to Air India
Express specifications by Boeing,
the aircraft features a cabin de-
signed to enhance comfort, space
and convenience. Flown directly
from Boeeing’s facility in Seattle,

the aircraft marks an mmportant
milestone in the airline’s flect
modemnisation  programme  and
is scheduled to enter service in
January. The line-ft aircraft in-
corporates a comprehensive set of
enhancements consistent with the
new branding. like ergonomically
designed seats that ensure comfort
with generous legroom, and more.
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Fog grounds
66 FLIGHTS

NEW DELHI: As many as
66 fights were cancelled at
the Dielhi airport on Priday
due to fog and low visibility
conditions. Several airlines
cancelled 66 flights to and
from Delhi due o fog and
reduced visibility conditions,
a source said. Of them, 32
were arrival flights, and the
remaining 34 were depar-
fure !Iig;l'll‘s1 the source said.
Aviation regulator DiGCA
has announced the period
from December 10 to Febru-
ary 10 as the official fog win-
dow during this winter. M
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Why Indian airports are unprepared for fog

SHEKHAR SINGH

VERY winter, North India's airports shide into dis-

—{ order. Departure boards turn red, flights vanish

from schedules, and passengers haveto often wait

through thenight. Airlines blame the fog, theauthorities

nod aleng, and the cyole repeats. However, fog is not the
real problem, India's faihire to prepare foritis,

At the centre of this annual collapse is a technology
gap that refuses toclose: the absence of advanced Cate
pory-11I Instrument Landing Systems (CATI 1L.S) at
most Indian airports. While India's aviation sector cel-
ebrates the prowth in aircraft orders and passenger
numbers, the pround infrastrnicture required to keep
planes fiying in poorvisibility remains stuck in the past,

CATMI systems are not a huxury: They are a basic
requirement for reliable flight operations in fog-prone
northern regions,

ROLE OF THE LANDING SYSTEM
An Instrument Landing System puides an aireraft to
the runway when pilots cannot reby on visual cues. CAT-
1 allows landin gs in moderate visibility, CAT-I penmits
operations in poorer conditions, CATIT, the most
advanced category, allows aircraft to land inovery low

visihility, subject to strict operational limits,
Globally, CATII eapability is standard at major air
ports. In India, itis rare. According to official data, only
six airports — Delhi, Lucknow, Jaipur. Amritsar, Ben-

T operations. Hundreds of other airports either oper-
atewith older CAT\I or CATIT systerns orlack precision
landimg aids altopether. The moment visibilit v drops
below therr himits, fliphts are cancelled or diverted,

THE GAP IN CHANDIGARH
North India's winter fop is predictable, the aviation
response is not. The gap is most visible at the Shaheed

India is lagging behind on
CAT-IIl deployment, and the
technology gap refuses to close

Bhagat Singh Intemational Airport. Despite being a key
regonal hub, the Chandigarh airport does not have CAT
[TI capahility, It opemtes with basic instrument landing
support, which quickly becomes nadequate during dense
fop. When visibility dmps sharply, as it mutinely does in
winter; flights are provnded or diverted. Passenpers bear
the cost, airlimes absorblosses, and connectivity takes a hit,

Chandigarh's need for CATII has been knowmn for
years. The upgrade has been discussed repeatedly, but
progress has moved at bureaueratic pace. The arport's
runway is controlled by the Indian Air Foree, meaning
any major upgrade requires coordination between civ-
il aviation mithorities and defence agencies,

Terhnical cdeamnces, inter-departmental delays and
procedural inertia have stalled the project.

THE AMRITSAR EXPERIENCE

Amritsar's Sn Guru Ram Dass Jee Intemational A
port presents a contrasting but equally mstructive case.

Amrifsar is among the faw Indian atrports with CATIT]
certified runways. Infrastructure upgrades, incuding
afdvanced nnway hiphting and calibrated systems, have
been carried outover tirne, Yot even Anritsar sees dizup
tions dunng dense fog, Thereason is simple. CAT tech-
nology alonedoes not puarantes inimtarmupted opermtions,
Adrcraft mustbe sutably equipped, pilots must be tramed
and certified for CATIT approaches, systems must be pre-
cisely maintained, and coomdination between airlines, air
traffic control and pround teams must be flawiess,

fany link weakens, operations suffer even at CAT-ITT
airports. Beyond major airports, the consequences are

farmore severs,

STALLED UDAN
Under the povernment’s UDAN repional connectivity
scheme, dogens of smaller airports were revived or
developed to ink underserved regions, However, as of
late 2025, 15 UDAN atrports have no scheduled flight

ARPTI

Official reasons modude low passenger demand, air-
line withdrawal expiry of viability gap funding and
operational challen ges. But unreliable operations due
to weather and limited landing infrastructure quiethy
influence airline decisions. Carriers are reluctant to
serve destinations where fog or poor visibility can shut
down flights without warnin g,

HIMACHAL'S CASE
In the hill state. the challenge is compounded by ter-
rain. Rapid weather changes, namrow valleys and limit-
&d visual approach options make advanced landing
systems even more critical, Without them, vearround
air connectivity in Himachal Pradesh remains unoer-
tain, no matter how many alrports exist on paper

WHY THE CAT-ll DEPLOYMENT IS SLOW

As per experts, the reasons are structural, First, CATIT1
systems are expensive and complex They require preci-
gion ground equipment, enhanced runway lighting, con-
stant calibration and strict mamtenance. The authorties
often arpue that smaller airports cannot justify the cost.

Second, bureaucracy slows everyvthing down., Afrports
with defence-controlled runways face additional layvers of
approval, Crvil aviation prionties and defence requirements
do not abways alipn, leaving projects suck between files,

Third, pilot training and airline readiness lag behind
ing and regular simulator checks Airlines hesitate tomvest
heavilywhen anly a few airports support such cperations.
Aimports, in turn, delay upgrades eiting limited amrline
demand The stalemate suits institutons, not passengars.

Most damaging is India's reactive approach. Fog in
MNorth India is not an anomaly, [tisan annual certainty,
et investments are tngeered by distuption ratherthan
anticipation. The cost of this failure is not limited to
mconventence, Unreliable air connectvity hurts

operations, ncluding Pathankot, Lindhiana and Shimla,  tourism, business travel and regional economies,
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