Corporate Communications Directorate

BEUSINESS LINE DELHI 2 DECEMEEER 2025

AAI to launch
new air traffic

messaging
system by March

I
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbal

The Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) plans to roll out a
Air Traffic Services Message
Handling System (AMHS) by
March 2026, bringing greater
efficiency and reliability in
the transmission of aero-
nautical messages, such as
flight plans and weather re-
ports, between airports and
airlines.

The new AMHS will re-
place the existing Automatic
Message Switching System,
which suffered a major glitch
last month. With this launch,
India will join 28 other coun-
tries in the Asiz-Pacific re-
gion that have already imple-
mented AMHS.

The glivch resulted in
delays to nearly 400 flights
over two days. Subsequently,
AAL was ordered to carry our
a comprehensive audit of all
communication, navigation
and surveillance equipment
to evaluate their condition
and operational reliability,
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mchol
informed the Rajyva Sabha on
Monday.

In 2023, AAl selected Aus-
trian firm Frequentis to de-
ploy AMHS across its net-
work. Trials and system
validation are currently un-
derway, said  aviation
sources, The system  will
connect over 20 airports in
India using AMHS user
agents at various locations,
supported by a dedicated
Web portal.

The AMHS is based on In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organisation (TCAQ) stand-
ards, It was introduced in
2001 following prowth in
global air traffic leading to
operational complexities.

Hence, it was decided to
adopt a new svsiem (o re-
place the legacy Aeronautical
Fixed Telecommunications
Network. AMHS offers sub-
stantial benefits, including
higher speeds, hit-oriented
communication for greater
flexibility and support for
message attachments.
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Many airports
complained of
GPS spoofing,
says Centre

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Complaints regarding GPS
spoofing or counterfeit sa-
tellite signals experienced
by aircraft were received
from airports in Kolkata,
Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyde-
rabad, Bengaluru and
Chennai, the Centre in-
formed Parliament on
Monday.

In response to a ques-
tion from YSRCP MP S. Ni-
ranjan Reddy, Minister for
Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Naidu admitted that “some
flights” encountered GPS
spoofing in the vicinity of
Delhi airport as reported
by The Hindu on Novem-
ber 7 about such events in
the first week of the
month.

The Minister said follow-
ing the events, “the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) has requested Wire-
less Monitoring Organisa-
tion (WMO) to identify the
source of interference/
spoofing.” The WMO has
also been directed to mo-
bilise more resources to
trace the sources based on
approximate spoofing loca-
tion details shared by the
DGCA and the AAL
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{ MY INDIA } CENTRE IN PARLIAMENT
‘GPS spoofing’ signals logged
at key airports in past month

GPS spoofing signals were received over the past month at the
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and other airports although no flight
movements were affected, civil aviation minister Ram Mohan MNaidu

told Parliament on Monday. GPS spoofing entails sending fake satellite
signals to trick a navigation system into showing the wrong position,
speed or time. Unlike jamming, which floods the spectrum on which GPS
satellites function, spoofing feeds aircraft false but convindng
navigation data. P9
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GPS spoofing reported at major airports: Min

Neha LM Tripathi
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minister Ham Mohan Maudn
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# INSTANCES OF GPS SPOOFING AND GNS5 INTERFERENCE ON THE RISE IN RECENT MONTHS IN INDIA, SAY EXPERTS

GPS ‘spoofing’ hits flights, ministry looks to locate source

SukalpSharma
New Delld, December!

INCIDENTS OF GPS data ma-
nipulation orGPS spoaling, al-
fecting fMights were reporied in
the wicimity of thie Defhi afrport
recently. Also reports of spool-
ing and CGlobal Navigation Sat-
ellite System (GNSS) interfer-
ence were recelved from other
[ncasn nirpores meluding Kol-
kata, Armintsar, Miribad, Hyde-
rabad. Bengnhiruand Chenn,
the povernment informed Par.
limment on Monday.
Inawrittenststement in re-
sponse to a quastion in the
Ragya Sabvhen, Civil Awiation Min-
ister K Rammohan Maidu sabd
apart fom the stand il opemt-

ingprocedunss issied by sectar
regiilator Directomte General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on rol-
timerepotingof aschinddents
amund the Delhi alrport, the
Alrperts Authorlty ol India
{ AT} has sought help from the
Wineless Monitoring Onzanisa-
ton (WMO) to "possibly ident-
ify the source of interference/
spoaling”™.

The WMO is an agency in
the Wineless Planning and Co-
ordination (WPC) Wing of the
Ministry of Communications.
It is invaolved n spectnim mon-
agement und is the nodal
agency for providing Interfer-
ence-free spectrum. The AAl
overseescivil ol r R igation ser-
vices inthelndian airspace.

EXPLAINED

Threat to
aviation safety

Spooling nvolves trnsmit-
ting coumterleit signals to
deceive locationsignals on
alreraft, which could lead 1o
compuiationol incorrect
inav iz at i data, Jamiing
usually imvolves overpower-
ingsatellte sgmkswith

radio interference. Such inci-

dents —which pose athrem
tosalety— have been on the
riseove rthe years, particu-
laly fear confl bet 2omes.

Maidu did not elaborate on
the tme period during which
these incidents oocurred. GPS
anid GNSS gpoofing and inter-
ference Incidentshivebesn on
the rise in recent months in
Imsclin. acconding to avintion sec
torinsiders. Novwember particu-
Lierly saw o nimbser ofswch inci-
dentsaroundthe Delhiairpart,
itis leamit. Dellhl howses Indias
largest airport— the Indira
Gandhi International Aimort

that has four nunvyays.

“some flights neported GPS
spoofing inthevidnity of1GLA,
Mew Delhl, while using GPS
based landing procedures,
whiile approaching on RWY 10
(Runway 10, Contingency
prooedurnes were used for GPS

spoaled Mights approach ing 1o
EWY 100 There were no effects
on movemenis of flights, on
other rumway endshaving con-
ventional navigational alds
being opemtional.” Naidu n-
formed the Upper House.

“During the high-level
meeting (on the issue), WMO
wis directied to mobilise mive
resonaroes o ikdentify the source
of spoofing based on approxi-
friate spocfin g location details
shared by DGCA and AAL"
Nujdusaid.

On spoofing snd interfer-
ence incidents at other Indian
alrports, Muldu sald t hat after
DGCA mmle it mandatory for
stich incidentsto berepontedin
2023, regulor reports ane being

received Irom mapr airportsin
India. "GMSS Interference Re-
ports are being receitved from
Kolkats, Amritsar, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Bangulore and
Chennal alipons,” Makdu sadd.

Amid eccurrences of GPS
spooling and GNSS interfer-
enoe around the Delhd atrport.
the DGCA on November 10
asked alrlines, pllois, and air
traffic contmolles o report such
incidentswith in 10 minites "o
maimtain fHght salety and op
erational integrity”.

I'he minister said that glo-
hal cybemecurity th rests to the
aviation sector are in the form
of ransomware and malware,
and the AAL s tmp lemment ing
cybersecurity solitions.



orate Communica

ns Directorate

THE PICHEER

DELHT

2 DECEMBER 2025

GPS spoofing near key
airports, Govt admits

RAJESH KUMAR
B Kew Dehi

The Uinigd Gowernment an
Monday informed the
Pariament of incidents of
Global Positioning System
|GPS) spoafing reported near
major Indian airports.
Acknowledging these cyber-
attacks for the frst timsa the
Gavernment added that the
Wireless Monitoring
Organisation (WMO) has
been direceed o bdentily the
source ol spoafing,

GPS spoofing refers to
ALTETILS 0 MANEpUlatE na-
igation systems by giving
Talse signals. Responding to
Questipns raised by MP 5
Niranjan Reddy, Linion Ciil
Muiation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapusaid, “Some
Nights repanted GPS spoofing
ini the vicinity of 1GLA, New
Deelhi while wsing GPS hased
landing procedures, while
approaching on RWY 10,
Contingency procedures
were used for GPS spoafed
Meghits approaching o AEY
10 There were i effects an
movements of Mghes, on
other rurmsay ends having
conventional navigational
aids being operational.”

Alter baing mandated by
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) te
repoft instances ol GPS
jammingl spoofing since
November 2023, regular
Fegarts are being received
Tram other major ainpartsin
e Cdaintry.

“GNES inferfefence fepans
are being received from
Eotkaea, Ameisar, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Bangalore and
Chennai airports,” the min-
Ister addied. Last manth, the
Derectorate General of Civil
Muiation (DGCA] asked aie-
limes, pilots and air traffic
controllers to report GRS

spioofing incidents within 10
minutes of the oCCumences,
amid recent such incidents at
the Delhi airport. The
Sramdard Dperating
Procedures [SOP| requiie
immediate reporting by
pilots and air raffic con-
tralliers whenever abnormal
GPS behaviour b detected.

The minisger said India
Continued o maintain a
Mimimu m Dperating
Network [MON] of comven-
tianal, ground-hased naviga-
tion and surveillance
systents in line with giobal
et practices. These systems
provide reliable badkup
wfen sabellite-based naviga-
1hon is disrupted.

Thie miniseer also high-
lighted broader cyberseouri-
1y threars o the aviation
sector, including ran-
soimwiale and malware tar-
#eting critical systems. To
counter these risks, Al is
dieploying advanced cyberse-
Curity solutions across its T
networics and infrastrciune.
These upgrades are being
caried out in atcordance
with guidefines issued by
the MNational Critical
Infarmation Infrastructure
Protection Centre (RCIPC)
and the Indian Computes
Emergency Response
Team {CERT-In).

This incident Bllows a
separate system failure at the
Dedhi airport in Movember,
witich caused widespread
dielays and had also raised
initial suspicions of a cyber
attack. However, that inci-
dent was later anributed 1o
a technical glitch in the
Automatic Message
Switching System (AMSSL
The Ministry of Civil Aviation
and related secusity afencies
Cofitinue i Monior e sie-
uation bo ensune e uninges-
ruspeed Bow ol air traffic.
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AAI and railways on standby for emergency

Venkadesan.S@timesofindia.com

oth the Airports Authority of India
and Southern Railway were pre-
pared for emergencies as Cyclone
Ditwah was expected to bring heavy rain-
fall to Chennai, along with gusty winds.
However, nothing untoward oc-
curred as anticipated. e
Chennai airport authorities
held a meeting with all stake-
holders, including the airlines,
on Saturday They took all meas-
ures as per the technical instruc-
tions and SOPs in foree, in coordination
with the Air Traflic Management Direc-
torate, to make decisions based on the

evolving weather conditions.

Amenities for passengers were made
available at terminals, as arrival and
departure of 11 international flights to
Colombo were cancelled on Saturday.

On Sunday, Indigo cancelled one flight
to and from Jaffna. Even as flights to
other destinations like Delhi, Mumbai,
»  Kolkata, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru

were delayed up to three hours on
| Sunday, officials said that the de-
)/ lays were not due to weather but
the airlines' operational constraints.

Southern Railway kept a close
watch on the weather updates and
made arrangements to ensure passen-
ger safety and minimize damages to

trains and tracks. “In Chennai Divi-
sion, monitoring is underway in flood-
prone sections including Basin Bridge,
Tondiarpet, Egmore, Tambaram, and
Arakkonam," said an

official.

Southern Railway set up emergency
control cells at headquarters and divi-
sions, with senior officials coordinating
real-time responses. Across TN, track
supervisors were posted at identified
critical locations for continuous monitor-
ing of water levels and wind speed, and
to keep a vigil at vulnerable bridges, low-
lving track sections, cuttings, and em-
bankments. In total, 32 flights - 18 arrivals
and 14 departure - were delayed.
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¥ Gets ‘water-positive’ status ® 625 rain water-harvesting structures installed

IGI is Indid’s first water-positive mega airport

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 1

Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International  Alirport
(IGIA) has become the
country's first alirport
with a capacity of more
than 40 million passen-
gers per annum (MPPA)
to achieve a “water-posi-
tive™ status. This means
the airport replenishes
more water than it con-
sumes and by harvesting
rainwater, recycling
wastewater, and minimis-
ing consumption, the air-
port significantly reduces

pressure on local water
SOUTCRS.
IGIA Is already Asla’s

first airport in its category
to achieve Level 5 Carbon

Accreditation under
Alrports Councll
International’s (ACT)
Alrport Carbon
Accreditation programme.

GMR Aero led Delhi
International  Alrport
Limited (DIAL) on
Monday said the IGI air-
port is known for its envi-
ronmental protection and
sustainability measures.
The achisvement was
recognised at the Water

Innovation Summit 2025
where DIAL was felicitat-
ed for successfully
achieving Scope-l water
neutrality under the Nitl
Aavog-Cll water neutral-
ity framework.

As part of water man-
apgement and sustainabili-
ty efforts, more than 625
rainwater-harvesting
structures have been
installed across the [GI
alrport.

Two newly commis
sioned underground
reservolrs with a com-
bined capacity of 9 mil-
lion litres enable signifi-

cant rainwater capture
and storage, DIAL said.
There is zero-liquid dis-
charge as a 166 Million
Litters per Day (MLD)
Zero-Liquid Discharge
Sewage Treatment Plant
recycles 100 per cent of
airport wastewater.
Treated water Is reused
for Heating, Ventilation,
and Alr Conditioning
(HVAC) systems, land-
scape irrigation, tollet
flushing, and other non-
potable applications.
DIAL officials said
advanced systems such as
sprinkler and drip irriga-

tion ensure efficient
water use across land-
scaped areas and a state-
of-the-art water treat-
ment plant provides high-
quality potable water to
passengers with minimal
wastage.

“Water positivity not
only reduces our depend-
ence on natural resources
but also enhances our
resilience and climate
readiness, I[GLA is not just
India's busiest ajrport; it
is one of the greenest air-
wrs in the country” said

fdeh Eumar Jaipuriar,
CEO-DIAL,
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Navi Mumbai
Airport conducts
passenger trial

= MAVI MUMBA
s |NTERMNATIONAL
r- Aftpart (MMIA)

completed its first full-scale
integrated passenger trial
on 29 and 30 Movember,
paving the way for opening
its doors to the public. This
exercise marks a major step
in preparations for the
commencameant of
commercial lights from
December 25.
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Bhogapuram airport to
conduct test ﬂlght in December

METRO INDIA NEWS | & MARAVATI

The leng-cherished dream of
the people of Uttarandhra is
on the verge of becoming
reality, with construction of
the Bhogapuram  Inter-
national Airport progressing
ata rapid pace. Officials con-
firmed that 92% of the project
works have been completed,
and preparations are under-
way to conduct the first test
flight in the last week of De-
cember or the first week of
January.

Since assuming charge as
Union Minister of Civil Avi-
ation, .Ram Mohan Naidu
has overseen the project with
exceptional urgency. He has
been perscnally reviewing
the construction every 15
days, pushing agencies to
meet the deadline and oper-
ationalize the airport at the
earllest.

Omne of the highlights ofthe
project Is its 3.8-kilometre
runway, set to become one of
the longest runways in the
country. Nearly 98% of run-
way work is complete. The
terminal  building  has

reached 90%
while the Air Traffic Control

completion,

(ATC) tower stands at 72%,
Designed with themes that
reflect the culture and tradi-
tions of Uttarandhra, the air-
ports interiors aim to
showcease the regions heri-
tage, The facility is being con-
structed by GMR Group, with
5050 workers and engineers
working reund the clock in

Matsyapuri near Bhogapu-
ran.

The project was originally
initiated as part of the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act commitments, with
former Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu laying
the foundation stone in 2009,
However, the work slowed
down considerably during
the previnus YSRCF govern-

ment. After the coalition gov-
ernment took charge in 2024,
construction regained mo-
mentum. Chief  Minister
Chandrababu Naidu has offi-
cially decided to name the
airport after freedom fighter
Alluri Sitarama Raju.
Froposals are also under-
way for a dedicated connec-
tivity corridor from
Visakhapatnam Port to Mu-

92% of the project
works completed

M 3.8-kilometre run-
way, set to become
one of the longest
runways in the
country

B 5050 workers and
engineers warking
round the clock

B Airport to be named
after freedom fighter
Alluri Sitarama Raju

lapeta Port, along with a Vi-
sakhapatnam-Bhogapuram
metro rail link, toimprove ac-
cess and boost traffic to the
UpCOming airport.

Onee operaticnal, the Bho-
gapuram International Air-
port is expected to become a
major catalyst for the tourism
and industrial growth of the
Uttarandhra region, signifi-
cantly enhancing its global
connectivity
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Chennai airport restores tlights atter Ditwah blow

HD Bureau
CHENNAL

Flight operaticns at the
Chemnai Internatiomnal
Airport have resumed for
most routes after Cyclone
Ditwah weakened, though
two flights bound for Jaffna
International Airport remain
cancelled for the dav. Airlines
restarted services o dest-
inations such as  Thoot
hukudi, Madurai and Tir-
uchirappalli, which bore the
brunt of wvesterdavi disr
uptions.  Smaller regional
turboprop aircraft of the In-
diGo fleet — grounded as a
safety precaution — have also
returned to operation.

Chennai  Airport  auth-
orities had cancelled a total of
54 flights across multiple
sectors when Ditwah app-
roached the Tamil Nadu co-
ast, citing strong winds and
heavy rainfall forecasts by the
India Meteorclogical De-
partment. The cancellations
affected travel across states
and also disrupted conn-
ections with Sri Lanka, inc-
luding flights via Jaffna and
Colombao,

Authorities  pointed  out
that ATR-type aircraft are
more vulnerable to cyclonic
wind conditions than larger
jets, justifying the wides-
pread grounding of regional
services. That decision ca-

used major short-haul net-
work disruptions, with do-
zens of flights between Ch-
ennai and cities like Madurai,
Tuticorin, Trichy, Bengaluru
and Hyderabad suspended.
The decline in rainfall in-

The IMD has
issued warnings
for heavy rain
and gusty winds,
prompting local
administrations
to keep
emergency
measures in
place.

tensity and easing wind sp-
eeds over the coast enabled
airport operations o resume.
However, officials cautioned
travellers to reconfirm flight
schedules with their airlines
before travelling, as minor
delays or adjustments remain
possible.

While air travel has largely
been restored, many coastal
and inland districts continue
to face weather alerts. The
IMD has issued warnings for
heavy rain and gusty winds,
prompting local  admin-
istrations to keep emergency
measures in place.

Hundreds of travellers str-
anded overseas — particularly
in Colombo and otherSriLanla

airports — continue o grapple
with uncertainty over flight
rescheduling, especially those
whase itineraries invalve co-
nnecting flights through Ch-
ennal. Governments and air-
lines are coordinating logistic
suppart fortheirsafe return.
Fassengers affected Dby
yesterday’s cancellations
express frustration at sudden
changes to their plans, with
some describing long waits
and  imadequate  accom-
modation arrangements at
transit points. Airlines and
airport  authorities  ackn-
owledge the disruption but
defend the decision as ess-
ential to ensure safety under
volatile weather conditions.



AIRPUH 'SAUT HGPIT‘( L?F INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

2 DECENMBER 2025

fecell I A AR TR gS
ST fHoeid A B3O ¢

T Teett, Ferdrarsdamagmmn 15
Hear A = e R
A W TR T e
A Heeme foew
(i) % fome 4 g2en
T T W 3T o
T o HEar i =ae
'ﬁmﬂmfﬁﬂﬁq
ST T S T |

EFRES KELE RLE L SEISE]
T A, A T &
9-10 W 9 32 A =g
o =1 | 3171 T T TR
LR e R |

i, A 35 T T
HEEe Wiee | aarn o

i it T e &
HiEa B9l & | 559 el
e Sy i

fepen e & | Fawm < i

dvaegtinant | R dsors b

et & S Fe 1 BeeE

¥ famH & Fafd 1 a8, 7

5 71 1 6 Sl e
B Hardl &1 59E faum ani
b A WD HEW 51 T
! \ fomm ¥ eo Aol B
S @ T ieite d
T gbal |

T o qEE 11 T4 U #
e whemn o o o | T
ﬂr:':-'rtaﬁ MEFA-9EF, T =
I A1 S 91 T S
o o T SRS S
TEH WTTer T8 |

T?'qTFF"TrETﬁT:lTH?!a‘fFTrW
= | EARERGIR ﬂﬂiﬂ:
%EHE?TW FIEHW#
i et forret foreht HEEES
2023 T 2025 7 ST
AT AT W 465 TEHHEA
=3 o T 8 )

» Ta T P13



AIRPUH ISAUT H'l'_'ZIFI'IT‘ir OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT 2 DECEMBEE 2025

GIRUIE UR 3UHV1 bl ST T3

o m
ST

2T Hue=T, afres HareaEr)
f!l'ﬂm s ..J:_'FI-' i ";q:"i FH 15
AT TR T
'r‘rmgnwtﬂ?mﬁtr?m
T = (F) wam A
| I A O

R G I A
feuiré At smosht

B CRENARINAR
P friere ol Zae

ﬁ‘ﬂ?ﬁ'-ll?"nl-‘fﬁlil%xf?'rm
A% AN TFAA HeTAA
f?ﬁm}mrﬁrﬁmﬂaﬁ

:!FT"T ’E'J:I‘J‘m_-i Til'EF"":ITT-‘_’
ez (Am=w) F AEA
ATerRTIT et e = =

EEN e eI ERE R G CTin e
TEIE U HEET SRR 6 i
i o, TR e =l e W
HEN F AER H 30
T T | 10 SR e,
A 52, y99-frEEm i
T i T e | T
F a7 W EHHHT T
e = ffg m S 2



HITAa

AIRPORTS AUTH

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHIT

2 DECEMBER 2025

“SgeTeaed faocia i agafsl & ofid B2 Tal Colfri: e

| forst |

= fewett, v daraaman
g T o o FAeet |
HE I A T
ﬂﬁuﬂ?{nr-—rlgm AT
ol BT A RO ST
] A o i g

LT o FT ol QAT e
#r s A T A
T AE T o U
T T o5 I ol e A
e e & (S i
U B e i

Steiiiig a5
fepuferder

Bt = P Ant & e,

W BRI R e
Sz eyftar et e
1A BEAG

et 3t e @ e e . BESIAGR Y el
& e Wi e e CORUIe o Zed- 106 U

10 Fie & i R &l = | Fooer i T aE <t
o AR R A A HEE T HIA Ee
T o e f & HIEHR T A 5 g

TETHSA RTA TG : &, Tk 7 e st =
TR T s e e i = | e
nm?gmﬁ‘ﬂ WRI=miE S ERd s (e et
& A T AR ey e B e I
SHET AT S | RS S S|

&1 21 EATE AN B T U 11 gAY Wl a0 4 98
el e, Ot S wgfthe et <l & | geed voiial & foru
T Al gfeny i @el 8, aiifes gl fb oft w o

TS T YN a6 T £ | BN 7 Ga 390 e H R
i - | SAHE IR
d

W TElEgd @ [ g & o
———— = ﬁ -—T—;-ﬂ

W 3 R G & & e
B 2R o e neR
m = afimE @ e

- —naf

== | DB TGS T

e 1. GPRA N | 3, HiEE 3O
— 2. 3wt 4. S A E

— 3. T Wead

JREN iRl o el AR FRI el I gelidl

SRS B 2 BM

1. Sindtog ) fee ae et
Heelise a1 s e T
o B

2, st e @ W @ e
Al &

3. Teasw wael dbhyH @ w=
TF e

T TR Dt JraeT

B T 98 0 efEn

m R e e o o
A

W T I BIE | e
Siifaw, A R A Ay

G gEde S dih i



AIF{PLJHFSALHHUPIT ¥ I‘JF ENLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 2 DECEMBER 2025

& Hindustan Time:

DELHI AIRPORT
'WATER POSITIVE';
RESTORES MORE
THAN CONSUMES

lasjeev Gandhiok

|asjeew gandhiok@ endustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport has
been swarded the “water posi-
tive” status by CII-Triveni Water
Institute, meaning the establish-
ment restores more water back
1o the environment than it is widl-
ising. The Delhi International
Airport Limived (DIAL) on Mon-
day said that IGI is the first air-
part in the country with a capac-
ity of over 40 million passengers
per annum (MPPA) to achieve
this benchmark.

DIAL said this has been
achieved through multiple sour-
ces of groundwater recharge,
such as 625 rainwater-harvest-
ing structures which have been
installed across the airport. Fur-
ther, there are two newly com-
missioned underground reser-
volrs with a combined capacity
of 9 million litres, officials said.

The airport has a 16,6 million
litres per day (MLD) zero-liquid
discharge Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) which recycles 100%
of the airport’s wastewater.

“Treated water is reused for
heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning (HVAC) systems, land-
scape irrigation, toilet flushing,
and other non-potable applica-
tions,” a DIAL official said.
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7 foreign women with expired
visas detained at Gaya Airport

Prasun K Mishra
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

GAYA JI: Seven foreign women
from Malaysia, Singapore and
Thailand were caught at Gaya
Airport with expired visas. The
airport authorities detained
them inside the terminal and
were interrogating them.
Airport Director-in-Charge
Awadhesh Kumar said that the
detained women included five
from Malaysia and one each
from Singapore and Thailand.
All arrived in Gaya on Thai Air-
Asia and Thai Airways flights.
Immigration checks revealed
their visas were expired. They

19 FOREIGNERS
HAVE BEEN
DETAINED AT GAYA
AIRPORT IN THE
PAST THREE DAYS.
THEY INCLUDE 12
MONKS.

were not allowed to exit. They
will be sent back or alternative
measures will be taken under
immigration rules, Kumar said.

Nineteen foreigners have been
detained at Gaya Airport in the
past three days. On Thursday, 12

Buddhist monks of the 150 pas-
sengers arrived on a chartered
flight from Cambodia lacked
valid visas. Next day, the govern-
ment issued Temporary Living
Permits (TLP) as an optional
arrangement, directing them to
return to Cambodia within seven
days, he said.

Following the continued
detention of passengers, surveil-
lance at Gaya Airport has been
further tightened and security
agencies are on full alert during
the tourist season.

According to regulations, pas-
sengers without visas or with
expired visas will be fined at
least ¥2 lakh each.
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Centre directs
WMO to identify
source of GPS
spoofing at airports

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Monday said GPS
Bpmﬁn.g and interference
incidents have been reported
at Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Amritsar, Hyderabad, Ban-
galore and Chennai airports,
and the Wireless Monitor-
ing Organisation (WHO)
has been directed o identify
the source of spoofing,
“Some llights reported
GPS spoofing in the vicin-
ity of IGLA, New Delhi while
using GPS based landing
procedures, while approach-
ing on BWY 10, Confingency
procedures were used for
GPS Spﬂui:l.'d Continwed on P4

Centre directs

IMD warns

flights approaching to RWY
10.

“There were no effects on
movements of lights, on other
runway ends having conven-
tional n:u':i;i;al]unal aids being
operativnal.” Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammaohan Maidu
told Rajya Sabha.

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Adrport (1GIA) in the
national capital is the country’s
busiest airport and RWY refers
Lo runway,

Global Positioning System
{GPS) Global Navigation Sai-
ellite System (GNSS) spoafing
and jamming refers to attempts
tor manipuilate a vuser’s navi-
gation system by giving false
signals.

“Adrports Authority of India
(AAT) has also requested Wire-
less Monitoring Organisation
(WMD) to possibly identify the
source of interference/ spooling.

“During the high-level
meeting, WMO was directed
to mobilise more resources to
identily the source of spoofing
based on approximate spool-
ing location details shared by
DGCA and AALT Nabdu said in
a writlen reply.

WMO comes under
the Depariment of
Telecommunications.

Adter being mandated by
the Directorale General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to
report instances of GPS fam-
ming/ spoofing since November
2023, regular reports are bc'lnﬂ
received from other major air-
ports in the country,

“OGNSS intetference reports
are being received from Kolkata,
Amritsar, Mumbal, Hyderabad,
Bangalore and Chennal air-
ports,” the minister said.

Last month, DGCA asked
airlines, pilots and air traffic
controllers to report GPS spool-
ing incidents within 10 minutes
of the oceurrences, amid recent
such incidents at the Delhi
airport.

Inn the written reply, Natdo
said Mindmum Operating Net-
work [MON), consisting of
Conventional (Ground-based)
Navigation and Surveillance
Infrastructure, are retained in
accordance with global best
practices. India is also partici-
pating in global platforms to
keep itsell abreast of the latest
methodology and technology
tor the timely implementation
of the same.

To a query, Naidu said the
global eybersecurity threats to
the aviation sector are in the
form of ransomware/ malware.

“To enhance cyber securily
against global threats, AAL s
tmplementing advanced eyber
security solutions for 1T net-

agaitisl Elf.‘ll.'i.il.l threats, AAIL is
implementing advanced cyber
security solutions for I'T net-
works and infrastructure. These
actions have been taken in
accordance with the National
Critical Information Infrastruc-
ture Protection Centre (NCI-
IPC) and Indian Compuler
Emergency Response Team
(CERT-1n) guidelines.

"C}rl:rcr security is ensured
by continuous upgradation. As
the nature and type of the threat
changes, new protective
measures are being taken,”

he added AGENCIES

IMD Director General Mru-
tyunfay Mohapatea said in an
online press conference.

The IMD is expecting four
1o five “extra” days of cold wave
conditions in Rajasthan, Untar
Pradesh, Madbwa Pradesh, Harey-
ana, Pumjab, and some parts of
Maharashtra.

Mohapatra said these areas
normilly experience four Lo six
days of cold wave conditions dir-
ing the December to Febroary
period.

“Dhirimg the upcoming winter
season [ December 2025 o Febru-
ary 2026), normal to below-nor-
il minimum temperatures are
likely over most parts of central
India and adjoining peninsular
and northwest India. Above-nor-
mal minimum temperatures sre
likely over the remaining parts of
the country,’ he said.

During the season, maximum
temperatures are r_xpl:clcd Lo be
norml 1o below normal across
mast parts of the country, he
added.

The seasons first spell of cold
1o severe cold wave conditions
started early and was observed
only in isolated pockets over west,
central and adjoining east India,
mainly northeast Rajasthan, south
Haryana, north Madhya Pradesh,
souith Uttar Pradesh and north
Chhattisgarh, between Novem-
ber 8and 18, and over north inte-
rior Maharashira on November
15 and 20.

Another cold wave spell is
expected in parts of northwest
and central Indta from December
3105, the IMD chief said.

“We are expecting weak La
Nifa conditions to continue dur-
ing the December Lo February
pﬂ%ind: he added.

La Nifia refers to the large-
seale cooling of ocean surface
temperatures in the central and
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean,
coupled with changes in tropical

erlc circulation such as
winds, pressure and rainfall

It is generally associated with
intense and d rains in
the monsoon season in India and
colder-than-usual winlers, partic-
ularly in northern reglons.

Maost parts of the country,
excepl for parts of southesst pen-
muu]Pa.r Imf'iu.. the nurih:as!.tzl-?'u
stales and areas in the extremne
northwest, recorded normal to
below-normal temperatures in
November.

A total of four western dis-
turbaneces, rain-bearing weather
systems originating in the Medi-
lerranean region, J:L'npuctu]
temperatures over north India,
though almost all were mostly
dry.

Centre asks
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Flying out of city to get costlier after
tribunal order, SC to hear on Dec 3

S LALITHA @New Delhi

FLYING out of the Delhi air-
port could get costlier if the
plan by its private operator to
hike the user development fee
{(UDF) is approved. The Air-
ports Economic Regulatory Au-
thority (AERA) as well as do-
mestic and foreign airlines are
opposing the hike, and the mat-
ter is zet to come up in the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday:

AERA fixes the tariffs that
can be charged by airports eve-
ry five vears. The UDF could
get doubled as it would get re-
covered over two five-year con-
trol periods and will not be
hiked multiple times as is be-
ing widely misunderstood, in-
sist a source.

The current UDF for domes-
tic passengers i= 129 and the
departure fee for international
passengers (economy) is I650,
while it is 810 for internation-
al business class.

Though the Delhi airport had
hiked its UDF in April this year,
thiz new development is on ac-
count of the Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tri-

1GI Airport first to get ‘water positive' status

Indira Gandhi international Airport (1GIA) has become the first airport in
the country to achieve a water positive status. The achievement was
formally recognised at the Water Innovation Summit 2025 under the
NIT1 Aayog—Cll Water Neutrality framework. &n official release from the
Delhi International Airport Limited said that more than 625 rainwater
harvesting structures hawve been installed across the airport. A Zero-
Liquid Discharge Sewage Treatment Plant with a treatment capacity of
16.6 Million Litres Per Day recycles airport wastewater.

bunal (TDSAT) ruling that the
airport operator could recover
750,000 crore due to it from
2009-2014.

The issue arose because
AERA had taken only the valus
of aeronautical assets (like

runways, terminals) into ac-
count when fixing the tariff for
the period while the airport op-
erators feel that lounges, car
parking and duty free shops
{non-aeronautical assests) too
need to be taken into account.
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Centre confirms GPS spoofing at major airports, orders probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

CIVIL Aviation Minister Ram-
mohan Naidu on Monday in-
formed the Rajyva Sabha that
the Adrports Authority of India
(AAD has asked the Wireless
Monitoring Organisation
{(WMO) to identify the source
behind the Global Positioning
Svstem (GPS) spoofing recently
which affected flights at the In-
dira Gandhi International Air-

port in New Delhi.

Spoofing instances have also
been reported from Kolkata,
Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru and Chennai air-
ports too, he said. In GPS spoof-
ing, the navigations systems of
flights are fed fake signals
through manipulation of data
which guides the aircraft,
putting it at significant risk.
The WMO is a part of the Cen-
tre's Ministry of Communica-

tions set up to monitor all wire-
less transmissions.

Naidu said, “During a high-
level meeting, the WMO was
directed to mobilise more re-
sources to identify the source
of spoofing based on approxi-
mate spoofing location details
shared by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and AAL" The Minister was re-
sponding to a query from MP 8
Miranjan Reddy on incidents of

GPS spoofing across airports in
the country, including Delhi,
and the steps taken by the
DGCA to mitigate them. Naidu
said that some flights had re-
ported GPS spoofing in the vi-
cinity of IGLA, New Delhi while
using GPS based landing proce-
dures when approaching Run-
way 10. "Contingency proce-
dures were used for GPS
spoofed flights approaching to-
wards runway 10. There wasno

effect on the movements of
flight= on the other runway as
ends have conventional naviga-
tion aids,” he said.

The DGCA had issued an ad-
visory circular dated November
24, 2023, for addressing Global
MNavigation Satellite Systems
(GMNSS) interference in air-
space. It has also issued an SOP
on November 10, 2025, for real-
time reporting of GPS Spoofing
or GMNSS interference.
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IGIA becomes first in India to achieve water-positive status

PIOMEER MEWS SERVICE
W MNew Dethi
Delhi's Indira Gandhi

International Airport (IGLA ) has
become the country's first
airport handling more than £0
million passengers a year o
achieve “water-positive"”
status. The milestone, con-
firrnesd at the Water Innowvation
Sumimit 2025 in New Delhi,
marks a umaround fora facil-
ity once classified as ground-
water-stressod,

GMR Aerc-led Delhi
International Airport Limited
{DIAL) said the airport now
replenishes more water than
it consumes. The achieve-
ment has been certified
under the NITI Aayog-Cll
Scope | Water Neutrality
Framework, positioning 1GIA
as a global example of large-
scale sustainable water man-
agement.

“Ar DIAL, sustainability is
not an obligation; it's our
driving force,” sald CEO
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar. He
said the shift to water pos-
itivity strengthens the
airport’s long-term goal of
becoming a net-zero facili-
ty. “This reduces our depen-
dence on natural resources
and enhances our climate
readiness," he added.

The airporn's water-positive
status comes at a time when
Delhi continwes to face recur-
ring water scarcity, Officials

said that by harvesting rain-
water, recycling wastewater,
and reducing consumption,
IGIA has cut its pressure on
local water sources.

DIAL said the transforma-
tion was built on a series of
measures taken over the past
few years. Over 625 rainwa-
ter-harvesting structures
have been installed across
the airport. Two recently
added underground reser-
voirs can store up te nine
millien litres of rainwater.

A 16.6 million litres per
day zero-liquid discharge
sewage treatment plant
recycles all wastewater gen-
erated at the airpart. The
treated water is then reused
for cooling systems, land-
scape irrigation, toilet Aush-
ing, and other non-potable
applications. Officials said
this has reduced the
reliance an external water
by a significant margin.

To limit wastage, the
airport uses sprinkler and
drip irrigaticn systems across
landscaped areas. A dedicat-
ed water treatment plant
provides potable water 1o
passengers while ensuring
minimal loss in the process.

DIAL also completed the
Scope | Water Neutrality
Assessment, which reviews
measurement, monitoring,
conservation, and restora-
tion practices. Officials said
the assessment confirms that

the airport's systems are sus-
tainable at the watershed
level, not just within the
airpart boundaries,

The recognition adds to
IGIA's existing environmental
credentials. It is the first
airport in Asia in its category
to achieve Level 5 Carbon
Accreditation under the

PaE Council International
programme, DIAL said the
twin achlevements under-
ling the airport's role as a
leader in climate-resilient
infrastructure.

Officials said the airport's
water strategy can be repli-
cated by other high-capacity

transport hubs and large
industrial campuses. The
moded relies on a mix of rain-
water capture, reuse of
rreated wastewater, and real-
time monitaing. “This shows
that a large airport can grow
without Increasing pressure
on the city's water,” a senior
official said.

The alrport operator said
the water-positive achieve-
ment fits into its broader
decarbonisation plan. Other
initiatives include renewable
energy use, waste reduction,
and social-impact pro-
gramimes almed at commu-
nities around the airport.

DIAL's parent company,
GMR Airports Limited, oper-
ates several airports in India
and Southeast Asia. Officials
said the systems used at IGIA
may be adopted at other
GMR-run facilities as pare of
the group's sustainability
roadmagp.

Industry observers said
the certification could push
more airports to adopt
similar frameworks, espe-
cially in water-stressed
regions. With passenger
traffic rising, officials said
sustainable water manage-
ment will become central to
long-term airpon planning.
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Govtadmits GPSspoofing at Delhi's
IGIairport;noflightdisruptions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delfii, 1 December

The Narendra Modi
government on Monday
admitted that several flights
approaching theIndira Gandhi
International Airport (IGI) in
New Delhi reported GPS
spoofing last month,

In response o a question
in Rajya Sabha during the
Winter Sessionof Parliament,
Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu said GPS
spoofing incidents occurred
while aircraft were using
GPS-based landing procedures
on Runway 10 at [GI Airport.

He, however, asserted that
this did not disrupt the flight
operationsas the fights switched
to contingency procedures
after reveiyving spoofed navieation
signals. The minister said the

The Statesman

Tue,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78651526

flights used other runways as

well as conventional
ground-based navigational
aids. OnNovember6, around
800 flights were reportedly
delayed following a technical
glitch inthe Automatic Message
Switching System {AMSS) of
the Air Traffic Control.

The GPS spoofing was also
reported at several other
airports, including Kolkata,
Mumbai and C hennai. "Kolkata,
Amritsar, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Chennai

@2 December 2025

airports have all recorded
GNSSinterferenceincidents,”
Naiduadded. Meanwhile, the
:"urpurl} Authority of India
{AAI) is seeking Wireless
Monitoring (}r"ammtmn
(WMOJs huip in er:ing_thu
spoofing origin "After being
mandated by DGCAto report
instances of GPS jamming/
spoofing since November
2023, regular reports are being
received from other major
airports inthe country Naidu

added.
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IGI India’s first ‘water-positive’
airport: Know what it means

Timaes News Nerwoan

New Delhl: Delhiairport has
beeen cortified as “‘water-posi-
tive", making it the first air-
port in India with over 40 mil-
lion passengers to earn this
distinetion, said Delhi Inter-
national Alrport Limited (11
AL}, on Monday

Awater-positive facilitv is
one that replenishes more
water than it consumes.

This certification was
achieved through 625 rainwa
ter harvesting structures in-
stalled across the airport, two
newly built underground re-
servoirs with a combined ca-
pacity of 9 million litres,
enabling significant rainwa
ter capture and storage, and a
16,6 MLD zero-liguid-dischar-

ge sewage treatment plant
that recycles the airport’s
wastewater

“Troated water (8 reused
for Heating, Ventilation and
Ajr Conditioning (HVAC) sv-
stems, landscape irrigation,
toblet Nushing and other non-
potable applications. A water
treatment pliant provides high-
quality potable water to pas
sengers with minimal wasta-
ge. Advanced systems such as
sprinklers and drip irrigation
ensure ofTicient water use,” o
Il the alrport operator:

DIAL said the achieve-
ment was formally recogni-
sed at the Water Innovation
Summit 2025 in New Delhi,
where DIAL was felleltated
for successfully achieving
scope | water neutrality un-

der the NITI Aayog-CII water
neutrality framework

Water neutrality means ba-
laneing an organzation's total
freshwater use with water sa
vings from improved efficien-
¥ reuse and replenishment.

Videh Kumar Jalpuriar
CEO-DIAL, said, "At DIAL,
sustalnability is our driving
force. Becoming water-positi-
ve reflects our commitment
to responsible  resource
use, environmental steward-
ship and the future of avia-
tion infrastructure,”

This is a significant step
towards our long-term vision
of strengthening IGLA's posi-
tion as a net zero alrport, Wa-
ter ;mhllh':ti_.; enhances our
resilience and climate readi-
niess, headded.
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Govt to back air passengers in SC against Delhi,
Mumbai aerort operators in 350,000 crore suit

Recovery Could
Spike Flier Fees
By 9x At Delhi,
22x At Mumbai

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As a Rs 50,000
crore sword hangs over air
travellers at Delhi and Mum-
bai airports, the Centre has
decided toback passengersin
an old legal battle between
airportoperatorsand the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA}),
which has now reached
Supreme Court, where the
matter will be heard on Dec 3.
The caserelates to “hypo-
thetical regulatory asset
base (HRAB)”, the capital
value of the assets used to
calculatethecostsof thereg-
ulated services, for the first
two years of these airports
during the PPP era, which
started about 20 years ago.

Operators DIAL and MIAL have challenged a TDSAT verdict striking
down their hypothetical regulatory asset base (HRAB) claim, which
refers to the capital value of the assets used to calculate the costs of
the regulated services, for the first two years of these airports
during PPP era, which started about 20 years ago

After a protracted legal
battle fullowed by the recent
Telecom Disputes Settle-
ment and Appellate Tribu-
nal (TDSAT) judgment, the
case has now reached SC,
where the two operators of
the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports, DIAL and MIAL, have
challenged the tribunal's
order striking down their
Rs 50,000-crore HRAB claim.

“Aviation ministry is go-
ingtoback AERA inthiscase
as the implications of fares
on air travellers are im-
mense. If the private oper-
ators of Delhi and Mumbai
airports win the case, we are
looking at about Rs 50,000
crore geiting due to these
two operators, which could
mean amanifold hike in both
userdevelopment fees (UDF)

paid directly by passengers,
and airline landing and
parking charges that air car-

riersfactor in while calculat-
ingairfares. Overall, the bur-
den for passengers could in-
crease majorly. So, govt has
decided to back AERA com-
pletely,” officials said, add-
ing UDF alone could rise by
about nine times in Delhi
and 21 times in Mumbai.

Civil aviation ministry
estimates domestic UDF at
Delhi could rise from Rs 129
by almost 10times to Rs 1,261,
and at Mumbal from Rs 175
by 22 times to Rs 3,856.

In early 2006, Delhi and
Mumbai airports were hand-
ed over to private plavers for
being developed in PPP (pub-
lic private partnership)
mode. Until then, the state-
run Airports Authority of In-
dia used to have common
charges for all its airports.

AERA, which determi-
nes tariffs for major airpo-
rts, came into being in
mid-2009. “The dispute es-
sentially is for the period he-

tween the airports being
handed over to GMR Group
in Delhi and the then GVE
Group in Mumbai, and the
time when AERA started de-
ciding aeronautical tariffs.
If this amount of Rs 50,000
crore becomes due to the de-
velopers, the same will be re-
covered through passengers
paying more, and this has to
be fought tooth and nail le-
gally. Aviation ministry will
dojust that,” said sources,
“DIAL and MIAL want a
much higher value of assets
they got in 2006. What were
theassetsthat timeat thetwo
ariports? Run-down termi-
nals barely worth a few
hundred crores. They want
value of non-aero assets to
be added In the regulatory
asset base. If that happens
and value of non-aero devel-
opment like hotels, malls
and other commercial devel-
opment is added, the entire
model of brownfield airport
development will go for a
tossasit will come tooexpen-
sive forusers,” officials said.
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Govt to back flyers in SC against Delhi &
Mum airport operators in 50,000 cr suit

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As a Rs 50,000-
crore sword hangs over air
travellers at Delhi and Mum-
bai airports, the Centre has
decided to back passengers in
an old legal battle between
airportoperators and the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA),
which has now reached
Supreme Court, where the
matter will be heard on Dec 3.

The case relates to “hypo-
thetical regulatory asset base
(HRAB)”, the capital value of
the assets used to calculate
the costs of the regulated ser-
vices, for the first two years of
these airports during the PPP
era, which started about 20
vears ago. After a protracted
legal battle followed by the re-
cent Telecom Disputes Settle-
ment and Appellate Tribunal

The case relates to hypothetical
requlatory asset base (HRAB)

(TDSAT) judgment, the case
has now reached SC, where
the twooperators of the Delhi
and Mumbai airports, DIAL
and MIAL, have challenged
the tribunal’s order striking
down their Rs 50,000-crore
HRAB claim.

“Aviation ministry is go-
ing toback AERA in this case
astheimplicationsof fareson
air travellers are immense. If
the private operators of Delhi
and Mumbai airports win the
case, we are looking at about

Rs 50,000 crore getting due to
these two operators, which
could mean a manifold hike
in both user development fees
(UDF) paid directly by pas-
sengers, and airline landing
and parking charges that air
carriers factor in while calcu-
lating airfares. Overall, the
burden for passengers could
increase majorly. So, govt has
decided to back AERA com-
pletely.” officials said, adding
UDFalone could rise by about
nine times in Delhi and 21
times in Mumbai.

Civil aviation ministry es-
timates domestic UDF at Del-
hi could rise from Rs 129 by al-
mostl0timestoRs1, Aﬁl andat
Mumbai from Rs 175 by 22
timestoRs3,856.In earlyztlnb
Delhi and Mumbai airports
were handed over to private
players for being developed in
PPP (public private pariner-
ship) mode. Until then, the

state-run Airports Authority
of Indiaused tohave common
charges forall its airports.

AERA, which determines
tariffs for major airports,
came into being in mid-2009.
“The dispute essentially is for
the period between the air-
ports being handed over to
GMR Group in Delhi and the
then GVK Group in Mumbai,
and the time when AERA
started deciding aeronautical
tariffs. If this amount of Rs
50,000 crore becomes due to
the developers, the same will
be recovered through passen-
gers paving more, and this
hastobe fought tooth and nail
legally Aviation ministry will
do just that,” said sources.
“DIAL and MIAL want a
much higher value of assets
they got in 2006. They want
value of non-aero assets to be
added in the regulatory asset
base,” officials said.
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Govt to back air passengers in SC against Delhi,
Mumbai airport operators in 350,000 crore suit

Recovery Could
Spike Flier Fees
By 9x At Delhi,
22x At Mumbai

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As a Rs 50,000-
crore sword hangs over air
travellers at Delhi and Mum-
bai airports, the Centre has
decided to back passengersin
an old legal battle between
airportoperatorsand the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA),
which has now reached
Supreme Court, where the
matter will be heard on Dec 3.
Thecase relatesto “hypo-
thetical regulatory asset
base (HRAB)", the capital
value of the assets used to
caleulate the costsof thereg-
ulated services, for the first
two years of these airports
during the PPP era, which
started about 20 vears ago.

o

Operators DIAL and MIAL have challenged a TDSAT verdict striking
down their hypothetical regulatory asset base (HRAB) claim, which
refers to the capital value of the assets used to calculate the costs of
the regulated services, for the first two years of these airports
during PPP era, which started about 20 years ago

After a protracted legal
battle followed by the recent
Telecom Disputes Settle-
ment and Appellate Tribu-
nal (TDSAT) judgment, the
case has now reached SC,
where the two operators of
the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports, DIAL and MIAL, have
challenged the tribunal's
order striking down their
Rs50,000-crore HRAB claim.

“Aviation ministry is go-
ingtoback AERA inthiscase
as the implications of fares
on air travellers are im-
mense. If the private oper-
ators of Delhi and Mumbai
airports win the case, we are
looking at about Rs 50,000
crore getting due to these
two operators, which could
meanamanifoldhike inboth
user development fees (UDF)

paid directly by passengers,
and airline landing and
parking charges that air car-
riersfactor in while calculat-
ingairfares. Overall, the bur-
den for passengers could in-
crease majorly. So, govt has
decided to back AERA com-
pletely” officials said, add-
ing UDF alone could rise by
about nine times in Delhi
and 21 times in Mumbai.

Civil aviation ministry
estimates domestic UDF at
Delhi could rise from Rs 129
by almost 10 times to Rs 1,261,
and at Mumbai from Rs 175
by 22 times to Rs 3,856.

In early 2006, Delhi and
Mumbai airports were hand-
ed over to private players for
being developed in PPP (pub-
lic private partnership)
mode. Until then, the state-
run Airports Authority of In-
dia used to have common
charges for all its airports.

AERA, which determi-
nes tariffs for major airpo-
rts, came into being in
mid-2009. “The dispute es-
sentially is for the period be-

tween the airports being
handed over to GMR Group
in Delhi and the then GVE
Group in Mumbai, and the
time when AERA started de-
ciding aeronautical tariffs.
If this amount of Rs 50,000
crore becomes due to the de-
velopers, the same will be re-
covered through passengers
paying more, and this has to
be fought tooth and nail le-
gally, Aviation ministry will
dojust that,” said sources.
“DIAL and MIAL want a
much higher value of assets
they got in 2006. What were
theassetsthattimeat thetwo
ariports? Run-down termi-
nals barely worth a few
hundred crores. They want
value of non-aero assets to
be added in the regulatory
asset base. If that happens
and value of non-aero devel-
opment like hotels, malls
and other commercial devel-
opment is added, the entire
model of brownfield airport
development will go for a
tossasit will come too expen-
sivefor users,” officials said.
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Govt confirms GPS spooling offlights, orders probe

SHEKHAR SINGH
T S S R
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER |
Union Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu on Mon-
day addressed concerns in
Parliament reparding recent
GPS spoofing alerts reparted
by flights approaching Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, saying that estab-
lished protocols were followed
to manage the situation,
“Some flights reported GPS
gpoofing in the vicinity of
IGIA, New Delhi, while using
GPSbhased landing proce-
dures, while approaching on
RWY 10" the minister
mnformed the Rajva Sabha in
written reply,

Operations remained unaflected, says minister

-."'" - 'p LTS 1“

- ey
e i 2

He confirmed that multiple
airports amross the country,
including Kolkata, Amritsar
Mumbai, Hydembad, Ben-
galuru amnd Chennai, had
recomded simalar occurrences,

The minister briefed the

el i o

House on the frequency of
such incidents and the steps
taken by aviation authorities
to ensure safe operations
Over the mst few days, pilots
flying into IGI Airport, one of
India's busiest with more

than 1400 daily movements,
have reported episodes of GPS

interference and spoofing
near the airfidd.
“Contingency  procedures

were activated for GPS
spoofed flights approaching
Runmway 10, There was no
impact on flight movements
on other runway ends, where
conventional navigational
ards remained operational.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had ear
lier issued Advisory Ciroular
ANSS AC 01 of 2023, dated
November 24 2023, to addness
GNSS interference o air-
space," Naidu added.
Inaddition, DGCA has also
issued Standard Operating

Procedure (SoP) for real-
time reporting of GPS spoof-
ing or GNSS interference
events around 1GI Airport,
The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has also request-
ed Wireless Monitonng
Organisation (WMO) to pos-
sibly identify the source of
mierference or spoofing.

He emphasised that flight
operations remamed unaf-
fected due to timely deploy-
ment of backup procedures
and the availability of con-
ventional navigation sys-
tems on other approach
paths. Authorities are now
working to trace the origin
of the interference and pre-
vent any recurrence,
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Trmuxe News SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 1
Dethi's 1G1 Airport has
become the country's first air-
port handling more than 40
million passengers anmually to
be declared ‘water-positive’
marking a major milegone in
sustainable water manage-
ment and placing India on the
gobal map for chimate
resilient aviation nfrestroe-
ture, officials said on Monday

GMR Aemo-led Diedhi Inferna-
tional Arport Limited (DIALY
sabd Indira Gandhi Interns-
tomal Abrport has transformed
from & gEroundwster-stressed
facility into one that now
replemshes morewater than it
oonsumes. The achievement
was formally recogmised at the
Water Innovation Surmmit 325
in Dedhi, where DIAL recetved
the honour fior mesting Scope [
Water Neutrality under the
NITI Aayvoe-CTI Water Neutral
ity Framework.

DIAL sud the accomplish-
mimit reflects vears of imvest-
ment in water conservation,
making IGIA one of the fow
global airports to reach such a
berchirmarie.

Mhi El'ihllnt :|tli-il1’:LJ-_-"-.*':-l:'r-}r' ir ;r.lir.l':'ﬂl 1

The airport is already the first in Asia, in its category, to secume Level 5 Carbon Accreditation under
ACI's Airport Carbon Accreditation programme.

At the heart of the tmns-
tion is an extensive rainwater
harvesting network. The air-
F:H.Jl'i [ny lﬁJL'J'HI'.E.'h. mnne 1l:| drl
625 harvesting structures
and two new underground
reservoirs with a combined
capadty of B million litres,
allowing larpe-scale rainwa-
ter capture and stomge
arTuss 1.]'“.' L"d.IIEFILI 5.

Alongside this, a 166 MLD
#ero-liquid discharge sewage

Decambar f25

treatment plant recycles all
wastewaler penerated at the
mirport. The treated water is
reused for HVAC systems,
landscaping. toilet flushing
and other non-potable needs
DIAL say=the systom ensures
nowsstewider leives the alrport
[XUMISes, cusing pressure on
local water resmurces
Woter-elflcient infrastrue-
ture, including modemn sprin-
kler and dnp irrigation, sup-
fTBR52903

138 . Com/cy i

poris conservation  GoTnss
landsraped amvas. A state-of-
the-art treatment plant sup-
plies potable water Lo passen-
gers with mimmal wastage.
These improvements collec-
tively formed the basis of
DIAL's Seope | Water Neu-
trality Assessment, which
acknowledged the airport's
robust measurenent, conser-
vation and watershed-level
restoration efforts.

Positive’ megaairport

‘Al DIAL, sustamalulity 15 not
an obligntion. it's our driving
force. Becorming water-posative
reflects our deep commitrment
to responsble resource use,
emvimonmental —stewardship
and the firture of aviation infra-
stucture. More importantly,
this achievernent &= a signifi-
cant step towands our long-
term vimon of strengthenmg
IGIA’s position as a nel zem
arport,” =aid CEQ Videh
Fumar Jaipuriar

The new milesione adds
weight to IGIA's existing
sustainability record. The air-
part 15 already the first in
Asa, in its category, Lo secuine
Level 5 Carbon Acereditation
under ACI's Aurport Carbon
Accreditation programme,

DIAL snid the achievernent
sels a global benchmark for
high-capacity aimperts operat-
ing in waler-gressed regions
By combining rmirwater har-
vesting, full-cydle wastewster
recyding and efficient ocon-
suimgition, IGIA has shown that
lirge avintion hube can sgnifi-
cantly meduce their environ-
mental botprin @nd imple-
ment  sustamahble water

mansgement at scale.
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British Airways will look to
expand services In Indla

NEW DELHI, Nov 30:
With the “incredible potential”
mn the Indian aviation market,
Brnitish Awrways will look to
expand its services to cater to
the growing travel demand as
well as continue to create em-
ployment opportunities in the
country, according to a senior
arrline executive.

Operating in India for more
than 100 years, the airline, cur-
rently has 56 weekly flights
from the country to London.
There are three flights a day
from Mumbai, two daly fights
from Delhi and one flight daily
from Hyderabad, Bangalore
and Chennai.

The airline plans to have a
third daily flight from the na-
tional capital to London from
next year, subject to regula-
tory approvals.

“We are always looking to
continue to expand our serv-
ices as demand grows strong-
er. We continue to keep our
network schedule under
constant review to ensure

we provide connectivity and
choce for our customers.

our services and elevating the
travel experience,” British Air-
ways Chief Operating Officer
Rene de Groot told PTL India
15 the second largest market for
British Airways after the US,
and the airlme has dedicated
crew bases in each Indian aity it
operates from.

Groot said local staff play
an essential role in deliver-
Ing a premium service that
1s personalised and free of
language barriers. “In India,

we continue to create em-
ployment opportunities, and
support regional economies
- all while promoting the best
of Britain,” he added.
British Airways has its call
centre, CallBA, in India with
around 2,000 staff who pro-
vide round-the-clock support
to customers from the US,
Europe and Asia Pacific.
“From a people perspec-
tive, we have invested heavi-
Iy m India and steadily expand-
ed our colleague presence
here, with CallBA and our 5
Indian cabin crew bases grow-
ing in size,” Groot said. — PTI
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ATF price hiked 5.4%,
commercial LPG rates cut
E—

New Delhi: Aviation turbine fuel
[ATF} prices were raised 5.4
per cent on Monday, while
commercial LPG rates were cut
by T10 per cylinder as
State-owned oil companies
announced their monthly price
ravision in line with global
trends. Rates had risen about 1
per cent on November 1 and
3.3 per cent on October 1.em
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Akasa Air receives
IO0SA registration

Mew Delhi: Akasa Air said on

Monday it has received 1ATA's
Operational Safety Audit
(105A) registration. Established
bry the International Akr
Transport Association (IATA),
|54 is designed to assess an
airfine’s operational
management and control
processes. The comprehensive
audit covers key oparational
areas, including flight
operations, engineering and
maintenance, cabin operations,
ground operaticns, carge,
security and organisational
management systems. Ina
release on Monday, Akasa Alr
said it undertook the I05A
audit voluntarily. en
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All probable causes in A-1 plane
crash being investigated: Govt

The civil a¥aEeH ministry on Monday sald all probable canses leading
to the Alr India plane crash In Ahmedabad in June were being investi-
gated and emphasised that the preliminary probe report contalns factual
Information based on the evidence avallable at that polnt In time. The
Alrcraft Accident Investigation Burean (AAIB), which is probing the acci-
dent, came out with its preliminary report on July 12 *Certain concerns
have been raized regarding the probe in certain quarters. The prelim-
Inary report contains factual information based on the evidence avall-
able at that point in time. The investigation is in progress. All probable
canses leading to the accldent are being investigated,” Minister of State
for Clvil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told Bajva Sabha on Monday, BTi
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Flight cadets now ready
for fronthne aviation roles

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 30

Cadets from India and all-
ied nations completed the-
ir navigation and weapon
system training at Air Fo-
ree Station Begumpet, ma-
rking the end of three spe-
cialised defence courses
designed to feed frontline
aviation units.

The valedictory function
covered the 109th Advance
Navigation Course, the
141st ab-initio Navigation
Course, and the Stage-Il
and Stage-1l1I Weapon Sy-
stem courses. Alr Vice
Marshal Sanjeev Kumar
Talivan, Assistant Chief
of Alr Staff (Intelligence),
served as the reviewing
officer.

The Navigation Traini-
ng School at Bepgumpet tr-
ains flight cadets to bec-
ome navigators and provi-
des advanced skills to avi-
ators from multiple serv-
ices. The institution has,
over decades, prepared of-
ficers of the Indian Air
Force, Indian Navy, Indian
Coast Guard and friendly
foreign countries. The We-
apon Systems School, loc-
ated at the same station,

VALEDICTORY FLUNGTHOMN CAUTUMN TERM 0

Cadets from India and allied nations celebrate the com-
pletion of advanced navigation and weapon system

training at Air Force Station Begumpet.

trains weapon system ope-
rators under a unified
structure aligned with
current IAF mission requ-
irements.

The graduating group of
the 1089th ANC consisted
of seven officers, includi-
ng two from the Indian
MNavy, one from the Indian
Coast Guard and one from
the Hoyal Malaysian Alr
Force. According to the of-
ficials they will take up
instructional assignments

- Dc

in their respective servic-
@5, The Course included fi-
ve IAF flight cadets and
one officer from the Sri
Lankan Air Force. Trophi-
es, medals and certificates
were awarded to meritori-
ous trainees of all three
courses. The cadets who
completed their training
at NTS and WSS will be
commissioned as IAF offi-
cers at the Combined Gra-
duation Parade scheduled
at the Air Force Academy,
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UNDER INVESTIGATION BY DGCA

Air IndiaPlaneFlew 8
Times Without Licence

Expired airworthiness
licence flagged only after 2
days; airline says involved
officials suspended

Arindam Majumder

Mew Delhl; Tata-owned Alr India ope-
rated, on multipleoceasions, an aircraft
that was not airworthy, potentially ris-
king the safety of passengers.

AlG4-geater Alrbus ASZ0with an expl-
red nirworthiness licence flow eight ti-
mes on November 24-25 beflore an engi-
neer discoverad the lapse and the plane
was taken out of service, said people
with knowledge of the matter. This has
prompted an investigation by the regu-
lator, Directorate General of Civil Avin.
tlon {DGCA), they sald.

Since the Dreamliner crash of June12
that left 260 people dead. the troubled
airline has been seeking to convinee fly-
ersthal it takes thelr safetv seriously

The Certificate of Alrworthiness is is-

Air Pockets

Number of findings in DGCA audits

i

A

Aiane | Ar  Arindia) IndiGo :Su-cue't
Air India | Express |
WO Dals ol Jusy X5

aeor DCEA

sued by the DGCA, and is renewed every
year after ensuring a plane has under-
gone periodic maintenance and is in a
safe condition for flight. Operating an
aireraft without valid licences and cer-
tificates is considered a serlous offence
and Air India is likely to face hefty pe-
nalties, including suspension of top of-
ficials, a government official said

Insurance Trouble Tog =+ 10

Insurance Trouble Too

From Fage 1

The carrier said it has already su
spended all those who were invol
ved with the decision to release the
fulreraft without nvalid leenoce,

The A320 remains grounded
pending DGCA investigation.

Theairline may alsobe in troub-
l& with lessors, as Qving with an
expired lHeence can lead to Invall
dation of insurance coverage
“By operating an aircraft which
was not certified tobeairworthy,
the carrier has risked flight safe-
ty and (that of)all the passengonrs.
This is a serlous vielation and
notexpected fromamainlinecar:
rier like Alr Indin" said a go-
vernment official.

While DGCA inspectors make

periodic spot checks, the opera-
tor is responsible for maintai-
ningaircraft inastateof airwort
hiness

An Alr Indin spokesperson said,
“As soon as this came Lo our noti-
ce, it was duly reported to DGCA
We have initiated a comprehensi-
ve internal investigation,”

Senlor alreralt engineers sald
that with modern software, it's
viery hard to miss schoduled
tasks such as licence renewnal or
maintenance, Alr India has an
inhouse Continuing Airworthi-
ness Management Organisation
(CAMO), the responsible unit for
the task.

FORFULL REPORT,GOTO
Www.economictimes.com
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..While Diesel, ATF, LPG Sales Pick up Speed

New Delhi: Petrol sales growth in the co-
uniry slowed in November while diesel
demand accelerated, reversing the trend
seen so far this year

Petrol sales rose 2.2% year-on-vear in
November, while diese] sales increased
4.7% , according 1o the petroleum and na
tural gas ministry's provisional data
During the April-October period, petrol
consumption had increased 6.2% and di

esel 2.8%.

Aviation turbine foel {ATF) zales clim-
bed 4.7% in November, gaining momen-
tum after amuted performance in earlier
months. ATF sales have increased just
L6% so far this vear

Liguefied petroleum gas (LPG), used
mainly for cooking, LluLIie-ri A% sales
growth in November and 7.2% in April-
November —Our H-I.ll“f"ﬂll
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Al crash being
probed: Govt

THE CIVIL AVIATIOM ministry
an Morday said all probable
causes leading to the Al
India plane crash in
Ahmedabad in luneare
being investigated and
emphasised thatthe
prediminary probe report
contains factual information
PTI
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Airbus flags fresh quality
Issue on limited A320 jets

TiM HEFHER
Paris, Decemnber 1

AIRBUS HAS DISCOVERED an
industrial guality issue
affecting fuselage panels of
several dozen A320-family
aircraft, industry sources said
on Monday,

The suspected production
flawis delaving some deliveries
but there are no immediate
indications that it has reached
ainoaft in service, the sources
said, asking not to be named.

Alrbus had no immediate
comment. The origin of the
problemeoould not immediately
beidentified.lt emerged asAir
busis beefing upefforts omeet
challenging deliverytargets for
the year amd has also been dis-
tracted by a weekend recall of
jetsover asoftware bug

Some deliveries already
impacted, source says.

A person with direct lenowi -
edge of the matter sabd some
deliveries were already beimg
impacted, but there was no

FACING HEADWINDS

B Airbus discovered
a quality issue
affecting metal

panels an a W Airbus
“limited” number shares fell
ofa320jets :: much
®Theproblem | 10%
follows a weskend | 5.0 1
recall overa
software bug 5_6%

3

B Airbus said the & Airline M Airbus
issue has been | customers deliverad
identified, conta- | Lufthansa and | 72aircraftin
ined, and new easylet see Mov, below
panels meet needs | shares fall | estimates

Immediate confirmation of
how mamy norfor how long.

Industry sources said the
planemaker delivered 72 air
craft in Movember, fewer than
many analysts had previoushy
expected and bringing the total
fortheyvearsofarto 657

It is targeting “amund 8207
deliveries for the year, meaning
itwould have to reacha recond
performance of more than 160
|-e-l 5in December, The record fior
the final month of the yearwas
138in 2079

Willthe |II.1|1|.1.-|||.'|IE|."|: imeet
its deliverygoals?

Analysts were divided on
whether theworld's largest air
plane makerwill meet the deliv
erygoals, whichdetermine rev-
enue and cash Mow ax zirlines
pay much of a plane"s value on
delivery.

lefferies  analvst Chioe
Lemarie, who tracks the han
dover of aircrafft and is forecast -
ing 71 deliveries for November,
said the month’s parformance
wasweaker than expected.

The target rema ns within
reachy, however, as underlying
production is rising, she added
In a note to myvestors issued
before word emerged of the
reporied quality problem.

Independent aviation ana-
Ivst Rob Momis said Airbus
oould reach about 800 deliver
ies - which others soy might be
enough to claim victory based
om the wonding of its forecast -
it with snme dskthatthe final
outoome will be “marginally
I REUTERS
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British Airways plans to
expand services in India

With the “incredible potential®
in the Indian aviation market,
British Airways will look to
expand its services to cater to
the growing ravel demand as
well as continue to create
employment opportunities in
the country, according 1o a
senior airline exeaitive.
Operating in India for more
than 100 years, the airline, cur-
rently has 56 weekly flights
frem the country to London.
There are three flights a day
from Mumbai, two daily Rights
from Delhi and one flight daily
from Hydersbad, Bangalore
and Chenmnai. The airline plans
to have a third daily flight from
the national capital to London
fromnextyear, subject toregu-
latory approvals.
“We are always looking to con-
tinue to expand ourservices as
demand grows stronger. We

continue to keep our network
schedule under constant
review 1o ensure we provide
connectivity and choice for our
CUSIDIMETS.

“As demand strengthens, we
remain focused on expanding
our services and elevating the
ravel experience” said British
Airways COD Rene de Groot
Indiais the second largestmar-
ket for British Abways after
the US, and the airline has
dedicated crew bases in each
Indian city it operates from.
Groot said local staff play an
essential role in delivering a
premium service that is per-
sonalised and free of language
barriers. “inIndia, we continue
to create employment oppor-
tunities, and support regional
economies - all while promot-
ing the best of Britain® he
added. —PT7
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Software upgrade done on
all operational A320 family
aircraft: aviation regulator

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Aviation regulator DGCA
on Sunday said Indian car-
riers have completed the
software upgrades of a ser-
viceable Elevator Aileron
Computer (ELAC) on 323
operational Airbus A320
family planes to address a
potential issue related to
flight controls.

On Friday, Airbus said
intense solar radiation
might corrupt data critical
to flight controls in a signif-
icant number of A320 fa-
mily aircraft and that the
software changes required
to fix the issue would lead
to operational disruptions.

A total of 338 A320 fami-
ly aircraft with the three In-

A total of 338 A320 family
aircraft were identified for the

software upgrade.

dian airlines— IndiGo, Air
India and Air India Ex-
press— were initially identi-
fied for the software up-
grades to address the issue.

Among them, 323 were
operational, six were un-
der base maintenance and

later it was found that the
upgrades were no needed
for nine such planes in the
fleet of Air India, according
to a senior DGCA official.

IndiGo has completed
the upgrades on all the 200
of its operational A320 fa-
mily planes.

Air India had 113 affect-
ed aircraft and out of them,
the upgrades have been
done for the operational
100 planes while four are
under base maintenance
and nine aircraft did not
require the modifications,
as per the official.

For Air India Express,
upgrades have been car-
ried out for 23 A320 family
planes and two aircraft are
under maintenance for
redelivery.
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Airbus flags new problem on some A320s
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irbus said on Momndiy it
has discovered an
inclustrial guality ssue

affecting metal pancls of a
“limited” number of AS20
family aircraft, confirming a
Heuters repord, the latest chal
lenge for the planemaker after
aweekend recall of its jets.

The commpiny s shares fell as
miech as 10%, accelerating car-
lier losses as the industrial
issue eclipsed the impact of
the planemaker's decsion (o
prourd thowsands of AS20 jebs
for a software update.

In an emailed statement, a
sprakiesperson said the com
pany was inspecting all sircraft
patentially affected and tha
only a partion of them will
need further action to be
taken.

“The source of the issue has
beemn identified], contained and
all newly produced panels
conlorm toall requirements.”
the spolesperson said.

The spokesperson added
thit it was a supplier issue bat
dieclinesd to namwe them. Airbuos
has bath internal and external
suppliers for its aerostroc
fures,

ot

=AIRBUS

Airbus is beefing up efforts to meet challenging delivery targets.am

The problems emerzed as
Adrbyus is beefing up efforts to
mieet challenging delivery tar
gets for the vear and has also
been distracted by a weekend

Shares in airfine customers
Lufthansa and casyJet were
dragzed lower by the news,
tracers suid.

A person with direct Enowl

revall of jets over edgee of the matter
asoftware bag. Industry sources said some deliv

The suspected said Airbus erieswerealready
production flaw  dalivered 72jets being impacted.
is delaying some in Movember, but there was no
deliveries  but fewer than many immediate con

there are no
immesdiate indi
cations that it has

analysts had
expected

firmation of how
oy nor for huw
lomg.

reached aircraft
inservice, indus-
try sources said, asking not to
be named. The origin of the
problem cowld not immedi
ately be identified.

—

- Iniclustry sour
ces said the
planemaker deliversd 72 air
craft in November, fewer than
mamy analvsts hisd previously
expected and bringing the

total for the yvear so far to 657

It is targreting “sround 8207
deliveries for the year, mean
ing it would have to reach a
record performimnce of more
than 160 jets in December.

The record for the final
month of the vear was 138 in
PLAEE D

Analysts were divided on
whether the world's largest
airplane maker will meet the
delivery goals, which deter
mire revenoss and cash Qow s
airlines pay much of a plane’s
value on delivery.

Jefferies analvst Chloe
Leamarie, who tracks the land
overol aireraft and is forecast
g 7l dediveries for November,
sabd the month's performance
wits weakoer than expected.

The target remains within
reich, however, as underly
ing production is rising, she
added ina note to invesiors
issued before word emerged
of the reported guality
problem.

Independent aviation ana
Ivst Rob Morris said Airbus
covuld reach about 800 deliv
eries—which others say might
be enough to claim victory
based on the wording of its
forecast—but with some risk
that the final outeome will be
“marginally lower.”
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Govt considering short-term
contractual hires for DGCA

.\'nﬂr[h.'lhi':h lia planstoappoind sl -lerm contracisal
stalTar s civil avistion regulator, DECA, whiclis fcing a
sever shorlage: ol imanpoiwer . Shor-terns appoinlmenls
ol e Boar conee yesr, despeenafing om the postor etire of
wirk. OF the sanctiomed 1630 posts at DECA, BO are
wacant, Mo® civil aviation Murihor Mool inforomed 1 b
RajvaSabhaonMonday.  ABHISHEN LAW & DEPALI BANNA
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Indian airlines complete software upgrades
for 323 operational A320 family planes

NEW DELHI: Aviation reg-
ulator DGCA on Sunday said
Indian carriers have completed
the software upgrades on 323
operational A320 family planes
to address a potential issue
related to flight controls.

On Friday, Airbus said
intense solar radiation might cor-
rupt data critical to flight controls
in a significant number of A320
family aircraft and that the soft-
ware changes required to fix the
issue would lead to operational
disruptions.

A total of 338 A320 family aircraft
with the three Indian airlines — IndiGo,
Air India and Air India Express — were
initially identified for software upgrades

A total of 338 A320 family
aircraft with the three Indian air-
lines -- IndiGo, Air India and
Air India Express -- were ini-
tially identified for the software
upgrades to address the issue.

Among them, 323 were

operational, 6 were under base
maintenance and later it was
found that the upgrades were
no needed for 9 such planes in
the fleet of Air India, according
to a senior DGCA official.
IndiGo has completed the

upgrades on all the 200 of its
operational A320 family planes.

Air India had 113 affected
aircraft and out of them, the
upgrades have been done for
the operational 100 planes while
4 are under base maintenance
and 9 aircraft did not require the
modifications, as per the official.

In the case of Air India
Express, upgrades have been
carried out for 23 A320 family
planes and 2 such aircraft are
under maintenance for redeliv-
ery. AGENCIES
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Flyer accused of misbehaving
with airhostess arrested

A software employee was arrested for allegedly
misbehaving with an air hostess on board a flight from
Dubai to Hyderabad, police said here on Sunday.
According to a complaint lodged by the cabin crew, the
passenger, a native of Kerala, while travelling on Friday,
touched the woman while she was providing services,
RGI Airport police station Inspector Kankaiah Samapathi
said. Among others, he was booked for sexual
harassment.

The cabin crew further noticed that the passenger, in
his 30s, appeared to be under the influence of
alcoholfintoxicated. The matter was informed to the
captain and ground staff after the flight landed, police
said. After landing, the passenger claimed to have
misplaced his passport in his seat. When the staff went
to search for it, they found a note containing "obscene
and abusive” remarks targeting the crew members.

Based on the complaint, a case was registered under
Section 74 (assault or use of criminal force against a
woman with the intent to outrage her modesty), Section
75 (sexual harassment) and other relevant provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) against the accused
and he was arrested, the Inspector said. He was
produced before a local court which sent him to judicial
remand, police added.



AIRPUH ISAUT HOPITY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN KOLEATA 1 DECEMBER 2025

DGCA:AIIA320
aircraft get
softwarefix

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 30 Novembers

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Sunday announced that all
Indian airlines have
completed the mandatory
software upgrade on their
operational Airbus A320
family aircraft.

The move addresses a
potentialissue where strong
solar radiation could affect
flight-control data.

Aecording to the regulator,
a total of 323 A320-family
planes operated by IndiGo,
Air India, and Air India
Express have now been
upgraded. This includes all
200IndiGo aircraft, 100 out
of 113 Air India planes, and
23 outof 25 Air India Express
aircraft.
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ePlane targets first
flight test in 2 mths;
27
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ambulance cert in

Chethan.Kumar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: ePlane Company,
which is building India's first
all-electric vertical take-off
and landing (eVTOL) aircraft,
expects its first full-scale pas-
senger eVTOL to begin flight
tests in around two months,
with the prototype nearing
completion and ground runs
set tostart soon.
Satvanarayvanan Chakra-
varthy, founder of the IIT-Ma-
dras incubated firm, told TOI
in an exclusive interview that
his team is working through fi-
nal stages of assembly, with
initial hovering trials planned
at the company’s 250-acre
IDAS satellite campus. A sepa-
rate site for cruise-flight test-
ing is being scouted and is like-
Iy to be fixed before Feb 2026.
Alongside flight-test sched-
ule, the company has laid out
its certification pathway with

The firm expects operating costs

to fall enough for insurance cover
to become viable, with air ambu-

lance targeted at ¥10,000-15,000

drawing from lessons of the
first airframe to support qual-
ification and certification
trials,” Chakravarthy added.
On costs and operations, he
said the focus so far has been
on developing and certifying
theaircraft, though the compa-
nyisintalks withoperatorsfor
airambulance and airtaxiuse.
They expect operating costs to
fall enough for insurance cov-
erage to become viable, with
airambulance flights targeted
at Rs 10,000 to Rs 15,000 com-

DGCA. “The air ambulance paredtocurrenthelicoptertar-
variant is expected to secure  iffsof Rs50,000to Rs1lakh.
approval by early second half “The compact footprint of

of 2027, followed by air taxiand
cargo versions before the end
of 2027, Chakravarthy said.
The programme is aligned
withIndia’s new standards for
VTOL capable aircraft, which
he said can be harmonised
with EASA (European Union
Aviation Safety Agency) and
the TIS's FAA (Federal Avia-
tion Administration) norms,
“The second and third proto-
types will follow quickly

the aircraft, which allows
rooftop operations, is central
to discussions with property
developers and airports,”
Chakravarthy said.

On manufacturing, he said
the satellite campus of ITT-Ma-
dras will remain an R&Dfacili-
tv. The company is looking for
a production partner foran ini-
tial output of nearly 100 air-
craft a year; scaling to roughly
900 or 1,000 within a few years.
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Govt to back passengers in SC against
airport operators in 350,000 crore suit

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As a #50,000-
crore sword hangs over air
travellers at Delhi and Mum-
bai airports, the Centre has
decided to back passengers
inanoldlegal battle between
airport operators and Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA),
which has now reached Su-
preme Court, where the mat-
ter will be heard on Dec 3.
The caserelatesto “hypo-
thetical regulatory asset
base (HRAB)", the capital
value of the assets used to
calculate the costs of thereg-
ulated services, for the first
two vears of these airports
during the PPP (public pri-
vate partnership)era, which
started about 20 years ago.
After a protracted legal bat-
tle followed by the recent
Telecom Disputes Settle-
ment and Appellate Tribu-
nal (TDSAT) judgment, the
case has now reached SC,
where the two operators of
the Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports, DIAL and MIAL, have
challenged the tribunal’s or-
der striking down their
¥50,000-crore HRAB claim.
“Theaviation ministry is
going to back AERA in this
case as the implications of
fares onairtravellersare im-
mense. If the private oper-
ators of Delhi and Mumbai
airports win the case, we are
looking at about 50,000
crore getting due to these
two operators, which could
mean a manifold hike in
both user development fees

FARE FIGHT: Operators DIAL and MIAL have challenged a TDSAT
verdict striking down their hypothetical regulatory asset base
claim, which refers to the capital value of the assets used to calcu-
late the costs of the regulated services, for the first two years of
these airports during PPP era, which started about 20 years ago

(UDF} paid directly by pas-
sengers and airline landing
and parking charges that air
carriers factor in while cal-
culating the airfares. Over-
all, the burden for passen-
gers could increase majorly.
So, govt has decided to back
AERA completely” officials
said. The ministry estimates
domestic UDF at Delhi could
rise from 129 by almost 10
times to ¥1,261 and at Mum-
bai from 175 by 22 times to
T3,856.

In early 2006, Delhi and
Mumbai airports were
handed over to private play-
ers for being developed in
PPP mode. Until then, the
state-run Airports Author-
ity of Indiaused tohave com-
mon charges for all its air-
ports. AERA, which deter-
mines tariffs for major air-
ports, came into being in
miid-2009.

“The dispute essentially
is for the period between the
airports being handed over
to GMR Groupin Delhi & the

then GVK Group in Mumbai
and the time when AERA
started deciding aeronauti-
cal tariffs. If this amount of
Z50,000 erore becomes due to
the developers, the same will
be recovered through pas-
sengers paying more and
this has to be fought tooth
andnaillegally The aviation
ministry will do just that,”
said sources.

“DIAL and MIAL want a
much higher value of assets
they got in 2006. What were
the assets that time at the
two airports? Run-down ter-
minals barely worth a few
hundred crores. They want
value of non-aero assets to
be added in the regulatory
asset base. If that happens
and value of non-aero devel-
opment like hotels, malls
and other commercial devel-
opment is added, the entire
model of brownfield airport
development will go for a
toss as it will become too ex-
pensive for users,” officials
said.
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No UDAN flights from
Ludhiana, Pathankot

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
has informed the Rajya Sabha
that 15 airports across the
country, induding Pathankot
and Ludhiana in Punjab and
Shimla in Himachal Pradesh,
revived under UDAN scheme
have curently no fight opera-
tions due to a mix of commer-
cal, operational and nfra-
structure-related challenpes,
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