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Cyclone Fengal
Wreaks Havoc

N Chithra
CHENNAI

Normal life came to a stand-
still in Chennal. its neigh-
bouring districts, parts of
north Tamil Nadu, and Pu-
ducherry on Saturday as
Cyclone  Fengal  (pro-
nounced Feinjal) intenstfied,
leaving a trail of disruption.
The storm was centred ap-
proximately 50 km southeast
of Mahabalipuram (Mamal-
laputam), bringing torren-
tial rain and gusty winds.
Both domestic and inter-

Landfall and after: Street scene in Chennal on Saturday afternoon —an|

national flights at Chennai
girport were suspended
il 4 am Sunday, with over
100 flights cancelled and 19
diverted, primarily to Ben-
galuru. Local train services
were also halted due to
waterlogzed tracks in sub-
urban arcas.

The Metrapolitan Trans-
port Corporation ran -
mited bus services as
residents largely stayed in-
doors. The Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAT) assured
that senior officials are
maonitoring the situation for

Flights
cancelled,
trains
suspended

resuming operations as
soon as weather conditions
improve,

“A WebEx meeting with
stakeholders and the IMD at
1830 hrs indicated landfull
around 2030 hrs with con-
ditions persisting until 2330
hrs. Operations closune was
extended  through a
NOTAM until 0400 15T on
Ist December 2024." an AAL
statement said, urging pas-
sEngers to contact airlines
for updates.

} Contd on | MNation

Cyclone Fengal ...

Asof 7 pm. the Indian Meteorological Department
(IMIY reported that the stonm, moving westward at
7 kmph, was expected to cross the Temil Nadu-
Puducherry coast near Puducherry by Saturday
evening with wind speeds of 70-80 kimph, gusting
up o #0 kmph

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin visited the
State Emergency Operations Centre and held vir-
tal reviews with District Collectors, instnucting
timely evecuation and provision of relief in affected
areas. Food was distributed for free at Amma
Unavagams In Chennal, and three disaster melief
teams were deploved in the city, with 18 dispatched
o other districts.

Authorities have urged residents o remain cau-
tious as the stonm progresses.
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Adverse weather conditions
force closure of city airport

A call on resumption of services will be taken today; flight services were severely hit; operations

were suspended after meetings with airline representatives and officials of Meteorological Dept.

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

ith 226 cancel-
w lations and 21
diversions, Cy-

clone Fengal threw flight
operations out of gear at
Chennai airport. The air-
port was shut down on Sa-
turday afternoon due to
adverse weather.

Ofhcials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said they held multiple
consultative meetings with
airline representatives and
the Meteorological Depart-
ment officials before mak-

ing the decision. “The
crosswinds were very
strong, and we decided

that for safety reasons, it

k _"'ﬂiﬁi"ﬁ?ﬂq’h

.l

‘.: L]
Left high and l.'lr:,ar Passengers stra nded at the Chennai airport
following suspension of flights on Saturday. PTi

will be advisable to sus-
pend operations until the
weather improves. As of
now, it will be shut till 4
a.m. [on Sunday]. We are
frequently inspecting the
airfield. There was some
water in the airfield, but it
wasn't much. On Sunday

morning, a decision will be
taken about the resump-
tion of flight services,” an
official said.

While flight operations
were normal in the early
hours of Saturday, many
aircraft were forced to go
around and arrival flights

couldn’t land due to heavy
winds after 8 a.m. Around
11.30 a.m., due to cross-
winds as strong as 35
knots, the AAI announced
the closure of the airport
from 12.30 p.m. till 7 p.m.,
but as the winds showed
no signs of slowing down,
the shut down was extend-
ed till 4 a.m. on Sunday.

Twenty-one flights from
cities including Mumbai,
Kolkata, Madurai, Tiruchi,
Abu Dhabhi, Thoothukudi,
Bhubhaneshwar, Colom-
bo, Dubai, Hyderabad, and
New Delhi were diverted to
other airports. While over
10 flights were diverted to
Bengaluru, some were also
diverted to Hyderabad, Ti-
ruchi, and Madurai.
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Kolkata airport gears up

to handle low visibi]ity

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: As winter
sets in, the Kolkata air-
port authorities are busy
preparing to tackle the
issue of low visibility.

Like many other
places, Kolkatas visibility
drops due to heavy fog
during the winter months,
causing an impact on
flight operations.

The entire schedule
of airlines goes haywire
from the very moment
the morning flights are
delayed due to fog, trig-
gering a cascading effect.

To ensure safety,
authorities here are gear-
ing up to implement Low
Visibility ~Procedures
(LVP). The ATC declares
LVP when visibility falls
below 800 meters, and
then “Follow-Me" vehi-
cles guide aircraft to their
stands when visibility is
extremely poor, a top Air-
ports Authority of India
{AAT) official in Kolkata
said. The LVP is also acti-
vated when the cloud ceil-

ing is below 200 feet.
The procedure
involves coordina-

tion among the airport
operator, air traffic con-
trol (ATC), and pilots to
manage flights safely and
minimise disruptions, the
director of NSCBI airport
said. “These ensure that
aircraft are able to land,
taxi, and take off safely,
using advanced naviga-
tion systems and ground
lighting,” he said.
According to the offi-
cial, the AAT will ensure
all necessary systems, like
Instrument Landing Sys-
tems (ILS) and ground
lights, are working. It will
coordinate with various
stakeholders, including
airlines, to prepare the
airport for low-visibility
operations. According to

standard procedure, non-
essential vehicle move-
ment on runways and
taxiways will maintain
safety.

“The (NSCBI) is
equipped with CAT III-B
Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS). With the help
of this, an aircraft can
land with Runway Visual
Range (RVR) of up to
50 meters,” the airport
director explained. He
said: “In case of delayed
flights, special arrange-
ments will be made in the
aj:ﬁmrt. All food outlets
will be ready with suffi-
cient stock so as to serve
stranded passengers.”

A sufficient num-
ber of passenger chairs
will also be provided
for their comfort, he
added.  WITH AGENCY INFUTS
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Flyers stranded as
hundreds of
ﬂlghts cancelled

-éﬂlmesofm:lla..com

Chennai: Cyclone Fengal
foreed Chennai Internatio-
nal Airport to shut down for
mare than 16 hours since no-
on on Saturday. Flight opera-
tions were withdrawn citing
crosswinds, There was no
waterlogging on runways
and taxiwayvs, and decision to
resume operations will be ta-
ken after 4am on Sunday; offi-
cials said,

Airports Authority of In-
dia initially suspended ope-
rations until 7pm, citing hea-
vy winds beyond the speed of
35knots. Later; they extended
the closure until 4am on Sun-
day. At least 229 flights were
cancelled.

“The crosswinds prevai-
led from 300m to 1km from the
ground, and airlines raised
concerns about operating
flights at such high cross-
winds. The wind speed was
recorded at 35 knots, Since
wind speeds bevond 25 knots
are risky for flights to opera-
te, the operations were su-
spended,” said an AAI offici-
al. The announcement was
preceded by several delays,
diversions and cancellations
of domestic and internatio-

nal I'IE[..his Passengers were
stranded in the airport lo-
unge for several hours,

In the afternoon, Indigo
Alflines cancelled all its
flights to and from Chennai,
and requested passengers to
apply for a refund.

On Saturday morning,
two ATR flights — one to Tri-
chy and Madurai and back to
Chennai, and another Air In
dia Express flight to Singapo-
re, scheduled to depart at
2.50am — were delayed until
9am. Flights from Dubai
(Emirates), Abu Dhabi (Eti-
had) and Bengaluru that we-
re to land between Bam and
fam were maide to go around
before being diverted to
Bengaluru due to inclement
weatherr Two Air India
flights from Andaman and
Delhi were also diverted to
Bengaluru as the weather
conditions were not conduci-
ve for landing.

After 9am flights to Tri-
chy, Thoothukudi, Madurai,
Rajamundry and Jaffna were
cancelled. Sri Lankan Airli-
nes cancelled Mights to and
from Colombo. Chennai air-
port authorities said 55 arri-
val flights were cancelled and
19 were diverted to other air-

ports,

CHAOTIC: Pngers stuck at the alrpurt :Iue to cancelled flights
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Airport shut, rly services hit
as cyclone maroons Chennai

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAI, NOV. 30

The pret‘lict&:d landfall of

cvclone  Feng was
delayed by hours and
finally hit the

Pondicherry coast late on
Saturday evening even as
heavy rains that preceded
its arrival virtually shut
down the state capital and
drenched its neighbour-
ing districts.

Heavy rains along with
gusty winds lashed city
throughout the day, derail-
ing normal life. Streets in
all low-lying areas in
Perambur, Kolathur,
Korattur, Velachery,
Madipakkam, Advar and
Sholinnganallur were
submerged, forcing resi-
dents to leave for safer
places or stay indoors

throughout the day.
Chengalpet, Kancheep-
uram, Thirovallur, Rani-
pet, Cuddalore, Mayilad-
umthurai and Villupuram
districts and parts of
Pondicherry received
heavy rains on Saturday
The authorities were
forced to halt operations
of the Chennai interna-
tional airport from 12.30
pm on Saturday to 4 am on
Sunday as the runways
are inundated. Ten flights
which arrived in the
morning were diverted to
Bengaluru, Tiruchi,
Colombo and Hyderabad.
Public transport was
also hit in Chennai. The
suburban train services
between Chennai Beach
and Chengalpet were
affected following water-
logging on the tracks and

severing of electric cables
near the Chennai Park
station.

Though the Indian Me-
teorological Department
(IMD) had predicted land-
fall of the cyclone betw-
een Karaikkal and Mama-
llapuram by Saturday eve-
ning, the system remai-
ned slow- moving and set-
tled in the Bay of Bengal.

According IMD late
evening update, the cvel-
onic storm which lay cen-
tred 120 km east-northeast
of Puducherry was likely
to move nearly westwards
and cross north Tamil
Nadu-Puducherry coasts
between Karaikal and
Mahabalipuram close to
Puducherry as a cyclonic
storm with a wind speed
of 7080 kmph gusting to
90 kmph.
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BIAL to build 2.5-km tunnel
road to help decongest
city's eastern parts

Likely to be completed,
operationalised by mid-
2026, says CED

b J

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bangalore International Airport
Ltd (BIAL) has decided to construct

a 2.5-km tunnel road within the
premises of Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) to provide an alternative
access which will help the city’s eastern
parts. The project, roughly estimated to
costabout Rs 200 crore, islikely to be ready
inthree years.

Hari Marar, Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) of BIAL, said that the Bengaluru
airport is being redefined in more ways
than weimagine.

“Metro work is progressing at a brisk
pace. It is likely to be completed and op-
erationalised by mid-2026. Thereisalsoa
plan to bring suburban rail but it will take
aslightly longer time. Apart from that, we
will be building a tunnel road to provide
accesstotheairportfromthe easternside,”
he said.

Hewas speaking to Malini Goyal, found-
er and CEO of UnboxingBLR who was
hosting aninterview titled, ‘From Code to
Culture’, which is published on Youtube,

Theeastern tunnel access road, hesaid,
would reduce the driving time by 30 min-
utes for people residing in east Bengalu-
ru, including Whitefield. The tunnel road
passes underneath an active apron and
connects the terminal. The project will also
cutdown the traffic coming to the airport
from Hebbal by 30%.

“Hebbal will be decongested,” he said.

The four-lane tunnel road, first pro-
posed in 2016, will join the state highway
104 which is currently being widened to
four lanes by the Karnataka Road Devel-
opment Corporation (KRDCL). It will
also help the motorists using the newly
constructed Satellite Town Ring Road.

During the interview with Goyal, Marar,
alsosaid thatIndiais the third largest avia-
tion marketin the world. “We are infusing
Rs 16,500 erore for expanding the next
phase of the Bengaluru airport. This in-
cludes eastern tunnel road, construction
of two metro stations, a bridge across the
main road for the aircrafts to cross over,
taxi-way extension etc. Building the second
half of the Terminal 2 is also a part of this
proposal. Thetwo terminalswill be capable
ofhandling 80 million passengers, " hesaid.
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{ STUCK FOR OVER 13 HOURS }

60 Indians stranded at Kuwait airport

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Around 60 Indian
passengers were left stranded
at the Kuwait International
Airport for over 13 hours on
Sunday after their Gulf Air
flight was diverted due to a
technical snag.

The passengers, travelling
on Gulf Air flight GF 005 from
Bahrain to Manchester, com-
plained of facing discomfort as
the airline failed to provide
food, accommodation, or basic
assistance during their
extended wait.

The situation escalated as
passengers voiced their griev-
ances on social media, which
eventually prompted a
response from the Indian
Embassy in Kuwait.

THE PASSENGERS,
TRAVELLING ON
GULF AIR FLIGHT
GF 005, WERE LEFT
STRANDED FOR
OVER I3 HRS AFTER
THEIR FLIGHT WAS
DIVERTED DUE TO
A TECHNICAL SNAG

“Embassy @indembkwt had
immediately taken up the mat-
ter with Gulf Air in Kuwait. A
team from Embassy is at the
airport to assist the passengers
and coordinate with the airline.
Passengers have been accom-
modated in 2 airport lounges,”
the Indian Embassy in Kuwait
said in a post on X.

Arzoo Singh, one of the
stranded passengers travelling
from Mumbai to Manchester,
talked about the ordeal to news
agency ANL

“Alter we raised the issue on
social media, senior officials
from the Indian Embassy in
Kuwait reached out to the
Indian passengers stuck at the
airport,” she said.

Singh said that after discus-
sions with airport authorities,
senior citizens and passengers
travelling with infants would
be accommodated at a facility
inside the airport.

However, she added, there
was no clear information about
how the rest of the passengers
would be treated.

As pointed out by the Indian
Embassy in a post on X, Indian
nationals were unable to exit

the airport as they “do not fall
under Visa on arrival facility in
Kuwait”. Singh said that
UK and US passport holders
were allowed to exit due to the
availability of a transit visa on
arrival.

She further said that the
embassy was in talks to sched-
ule an alternate flight for the
stranded passengers.

The Indian Embassy in
Kuwait later confirmed that
Gulf Air had scheduled a flight
for the stranded passengers.
“Embassy has been informed
by Gulf Air that the flight for
stranded passengers from
Kuwait to Manchester is tenta-
tively scheduled at 3.30am on 2
Dec. This is being conveyed to
all passengers by the Embassy
team at the airport,” it said in
another post on X.
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Fengal brings rain to coastal A.P,; 20
flights cancelled in Hyderabad airport

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA/HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh woke up
to cloudy and wet morning
on Saturday as light to
moderate rainfall was re-
corded in many places
across the State, while very
heavy rainfall, above 100
mm and accompanied by
gusty winds, lashed several
parts of Tirupati district
under the impact of the cy-
clonic storm Fengal.

As per the information
available on the A.P. State
Development Planning So-
ciety, Bheemulavaripalem

b S RS el
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Under water: Tirupati district received over 100 mm rainfall on
Saturday. KV. POORNACHANDRA KUMAR

in Tirupati district received
the maximum rainfall of
131.5 mm between 8.30
a.m. and 6 p.m.

In Rayalaseema, except
for Kurnool, Nandyal and

Anantapur that recorded
very light rain at a few plac-
es, the other five districts
received light to moderate
rainfall.

The IMD has given a yel-

low alert for the districts of
SPSR Nellore, Tirupati, An-
namayya, Chittoor, YSR
and Sri Sathya Sai for De-
cember 1.

According to the A.P.
State Disaster Management
Authority, strong winds,
flash floods and heavy rain
are likely in South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and at a
few places in Rayalaseema
as the cyclonic storm
makes its landfall.

Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gand-
hi International Airport
(RGIA) reported 20 flight
cancellations and two di-
versions on Saturday.
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Indians stranded at Kuwait airport
after snag leads to flight diversion

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A technical snag
forced Gulf Air's Bahrain-
Manchester flight to divert to
Kuwait, leaving several Indi-
ans stranded at the airport as
India does not have a “visa on
arrival” agreement with Ku-
wait, and airport hotels were
fully booked due to the ongo-
ing GCC meetings.

Indian embassy has man-
aged to accommodate the
stranded passengers in the air-
port lounge. “The embassy has

been informed by Gulf Airthat
the flight for stranded passen-
gers from Kuwait to Manches-
ter is tentatively scheduled for
3.30 am on Dec 2. Food and wa-
ter are available for the strand-
ed passengers in the lounges,”
Indian embassy in Kuwait said
on X on Sunday night.

Gulf Air GF5had taken off
from Bahrain at 2.05 am on
Sunday, with a planned land-
ing in Manchester after 7.5
hours. However, a technical is-
sue forced it to land at Kuwait
at4.01 am(all times local).

Shivansh, a software engi-
neer among the stranded pas-
sengers, said on X, “Reading
(foreign minister S Jaishan-
kar's) ‘Why Bharat Matters'
while getting stuck in Kuwait
without any help. All British
passport holders got their ho-
tels sorted with a visaonarriv-
al, while Indian passport hold-
ers have been left stranded.”

Sail Samrat Anandapu, an-
other passenger, wrote, *.
There are children and elderly
among us, with no confirma-
tion about our flight. Please

provide  ac-
commeodation
as we need to
freshen up
and attend to
our daily
needs.”
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INNOVATIVE MEASURES INCLUDE ACO

IC DETERRENCE, VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

How airport curbed bird-hit incidents

Niyati. Parikh@timesofindia.com KEY

MEASURES

Insect control

@ Targeted vegetation management
@ Wildlife relocation programme

@ Community engagement initiatives
Source: SVP| Alrport

Ahmedabad: Bird strikes at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In.
ternational (SVPT) Airport in

the city significantly reduced
in 2024, marking a major win
foraviation safety. From Janto
Oct 2024, theairport witnessed
32 incidentsof birdstrikesand
animal incursions, a sharp de-
eline from the 53 reported in
2023, according to airport so-
urces. This marked reduction
can be attributed to a series of
innovative measures taken by
the airport,

Bird strikes are capable of
damaging aircraft engines
and other critical compo-
nents. A single collision witha
bird could potentially endang-
er lives and disrupt flights. To
mitigate the risk of bird hits,
SVPI Airport has come up
with a comprehensive bird
management programme. A
key initiative taken by the air-
portoperator is its targeted ve-
getation management strate-
gy “By using plant growth re-

treatments

PR,

=Ty,

PORRAROL'S LIGIT TRAP
o

gulators and bird deterrents,
the airport reduced the height
of the vegetation, limiting the
presence of insects like termi-
tes, which attract birds such as
the black kite. This approach,
the firstof its kind in India, isa
prime example of how ecologi-
cal management can prevent
aviation hazards,” the airport
operator said ina statement.

The comprehensive bird
management programme in-
cludes several groundbreaking
measures like advanced light
traps for insect control, custo-
mised anti-perching devices
and acoustic deterrence sy-
stems using bioacoustics. It has
introduced one of India’s first
wildlife relocation program-
mes which ensures safe reloca-

Anti-perching
devices

Acoustic deterrence systems |

tionof problematic species wit-
hout disrupting airport opera-
tions, “These measures, invol-
vingadvanced technology, have
controlled over 5% of bird in-
festations,” said a source at the
airport. The airport has also
launched community engage-
ment initiatives to educate lo-
cals about the risks of feeding
birds and littering.
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No takers for
Ulundurpet
airport: Union
minister

n a written reply in the Lok Sabha to the gueries by
Villupuram YCK MP D Ravikumar, Union minister of state
for civil aviation Murlidhar Maohol said Ulundurpet airstrip is

one of the unserved airports of the Regional Connectivity
Scheme - Udan. “No valid bid connecting the Ulundurpet
airstrip has so far been received. Therefore, the airstrip was
not taken up for revival under Udan,” he said.
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HC fines firm 35 lakh for harassing
widow over Kolhapur airport land

Calls Plea Against Land-Owner Frivolous, ‘Grossest Abuse Of Process Of Law’

Swati.Deshpande

@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court dismissed a petition fi-
led by a firm over acquisition
of avillage plot for the expan-
sion of Kolhapur Airport, im-
posing exemplary costs of Rs
5 lakh for raising a frivolous
plea, consciously wasting its
time, and harassing the land-
owner, a widow HC division
bench of Justices Girish Kul-
karni and Advait Sethna, ina
Nov 28 order, said it was the
“grossest abuse of process of
law™ by the petitioner, GB In-
dustries, “at every possible
opportunity”.

Sans any semblance of le-
gal rights to a plot belonging
to Minakshi Magdum, an
elderly widow, the firm filed
a petition, said the HC. The

land was being acquired for
a public project — the Kolha-
pur Airport,

“We cannot overlook that
in the present times, when
the pressure on the court is
mounting, litigants persist in
asserting such frivolous ple-
as, This is a new trend which
we have noticed in several
matters,” the HC said. It wo-
uld “not countenance” or
brush aside such untenable
persistence, said the HC and
directed the firm to pay the
widow in two weeks and,
until it pays her, not to part
with its own properties wit-
houta court nod.

The firm petitioned the
HC this vear, seeking orders
to the state and the Maha-
rashtra Airport Develop-
ment Company Ltd, not todis-
possess it from the plot, in vil-

lage Mudshingi, as a tenant
without giving it its share of
the compensation under the
Land Aequisition Act and al-
so providing alternate land.
The HC said the leave li-
cense agreement of 2015 had
expired in 2020, but the peti-
tioners continued to occupy
the land. After the Covid-19
pandemic, authorities so-
ught to acguire the land for
the airport. The compensa-
tion for the land would go to
the widow and her two child-
ren. The firm began asser-
tingitsrightasa‘tenant, said
the HC, but noted that its co-
unsel, Shrikrishna Ganbav-
le, could not demonstrate if it
was under the Maharashtra
Rent Contrel Act, which is
not even applicable to the
area. Nor could the firm bean
agricultural tepant, obser-

ved the HC, adding the firm,
however, solely to harass, “il-
legally gain™ “or in some
manner blackmail” the wi-
dow, filed a suit before a Kol-
hapur court last year. It got no
interim relief there. It filed a
petition before the HC for or-
ders against the state. The wi-
dow's counsel, RM Haridas,
said the firm has no legal rig-
ht, yet dragged her into “un-
warranted proceedings” and
sought dismissal with costs.
The HC said a litigant mu-
st come with “clean hands”
and the law doesn’t permit
the court’s writ jurisdiction
to be abused for personal ga-
ins when no rights are evi-
dent and relief sought is ef-
fectively against private per-
sons. Additional eollector as-
sured the acquisition process
would be completed soon,
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Jet fuel price hiked 1.45%,
commercial LPG up ¥16.5
I

New Delhi: Jet fuel (ATF) price
on Sunday was hiked 1.45 per
cent and the rates of
commercial LPG used in hotels
and restaurants jumped 16.5
per 19 kg cylinder in the
monthly revision done in line
with international oil price
trends. ATF price was increased
¥1,318.12 per kilolitre to
¥91,856.84 per kl in Delhi,
according to State-owned fuel
retailers. This is the second
straight monthly increase in jet
fuel prices. e
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@ BIGGER HOLD
Boeing sees more
demand for cargo

aircraftin India

FLYING PACKAGES. E-commerce volumes are fuelling
the demand for a bigger fleet of cargo aircraft s.oomeese

Aneesh Phadnis

years and Boeing expects Indian carriers to procure
more cargo aircraft to support the growth of do-
mestic e-commerce and exports.

In its world air cargo forecast released earlier this
month, Boeing expects doubling of freight flows
between South Asia and Europe, and quadrupling of
flows between South Asia and East Asia over the next
two decades.

The domestic air cargo market in India, which ac-
counts for less than one per cent of global cargo traffic,
is estimated to grow four times over two decades, led by
e-commerce sales. “Although still relatively small in
volume compared to established e-commerce markets
like China, the US or the EU, Indian e-commerce
volumes are growing faster than almost anywhere else,
at more than 25 per cent per year,” Boeing said in its
forecast.

The plane maker said India’s dedicated freighter fleet
includes a mix of Airbus and Boeing planes flown by Blue
Dart, IndiGo, Pradhaan Air, Quikjet and SpiceJet.

“We expect to see continued growth and activity to
meet the Indian government’s stated goal of transport-
ing 10 million tonnes of air freight by 2030, including the
eventual need for larger widebodies like the Boeing 777
and 777-8 freighters,” a Boeing spokesperson said.

Last March, Boeing selected Hyderabad-based GMR
Aero Technic to convert Boeing 737 passenger aircraft
into freighters.

Boeing has similar conversion facilities in China,
Costa Rica and the UK. MRO (maintenance, repair and
operations) facilities in Israel and the US carry out sim-
ilar works but Boeing has a far higher market share in the
passenger-to-freighter conversion business.

“We are excited about setting up the first Boeing Con-
verted Freighter (BCF) line in India and look forward to
sharing more details as things evolve and we firm up our
discussions with customers,” the spokesperson said.

Boeing said it has received more than 280 orders for
the 737-800 BCF from 20-plus customers and has de-
livered more than 180 units.

According to the forecast, the global air freighter fleet
will rise to 3,900 by 2043 from 2,340 in 2023. The large
widebody freighter fleet will nearly double in high-
growth Asian markets.

I ndia’s freighter fleet has tripled to 18 in the past six
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Foreign pilots triple in 15 months to keep Indian airlines flying

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Murribai

Indian carriers are relying on
foreign pilots yer again to
suppart their growth with
their number tripling to over
236 in the past 15 months.

In March 2023, the num-
ber of foreign pilots em
ploved in India was 67, in-
cluding pilots  hired by
airlines, charter operators
and helicopter companies,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MCA) informed Lok Sabha
in its written regponse.

Mow, foreign pilot count
hes swelled three dmes o
236, as per the Ministry’s

FLYING HIGH. From &7 in March 2023, the number of foreign

pilots in India has now risen to over 236 s cons

latest response to the Lok
Sabha on Movember 28 The
latest data does not include
pilots employved by charter

and helicopter companies.
Air India Express, which

has 144 foreign pilots, ac-

counts for over 60 per cent of

total expat recruits. Air India
and IndiGo employ 58 and 34
expatriate  pilots respect
vehe. Air India Express in-
ducted 35 Boeing 737 Max
aircraft and Air India leased
11 Boeing 777 aircraft owver
the last few months, result-
ing in higher demand for pi-
Iots. Incidentally, the two
Tata group airlines did not
have a single expatriate pilot
on rolls last March,

Air India Express hired
foreign pitots to bridge the
current shortfall, an official
explained. *“The availability
of Boeing 737 pilots and
training infrastructure in In-
dig s limited. So hirng for-
eign pilots is a bridging

stratcgy  untili we  train
encugh pilots,” he said. The
airline has hired around 800
pilots in the past vear,

Air India and IndiGo too
plan to phase out expatriate
pilots gradually az they build
their own pipeline through
command upgrades  and
fresh hiring.

SELECTION PROCESS

Expatriates have to clear a
medical examination and an
oral English test, They alsa
nced & security  clearance
from Union Home Ministry
before thev are issued a for
cign air crew [CMporary au-
thorisation certificate. This
approvil is granted for one

vear, and smaller airlines and
helicopter  operators  are
pushing for a two-year valid
ity to ensure better availabil-
ity of pilots.

“Post selection, it takes
four to five months before a
foreign pilot can start flying
in India” an official
explained.

While the number of for-
cign pilots is now higher, it is
below the June 2019 level
when carriers had 404 on
their rolls, Berween 2014 and
2018, the number of forcign
pilots emploved by Indian
airlines ranged berween 270
and 325, the Ministry had
told the Rajya Sabha in
December 2018,
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ATF price hiked by 1.45%,
commercial LPG costlier too

Jetfuel, oraviation turbine fuel (ATF), price on Sunday was hiked
by1.45 per centand rates of commercial LPG used in

59 hotels and restaurantsincreased by16.5 per19-kg
i cylinderinthe monthly revision done in line with
2
7

international oil price trends. The ATF price was
increased by ¥1,318.12 per kilolitre, or1.45 per cent, to
$91,856.84 per kl in the national capital — home to one of the
busiest airports, according to state-owned fuel retailers. PTI
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Showing off Aviation History

Union aviation minister Rammohan Naidu, in his
effort toenthuse his ministry, has developed an
aviation park in Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan where his
ministry is located. He has also set up three dum-
mies of aeroplanes and several other aviation-
related iterns showing a glimpse of history of the
civilaviation sector and achievement in India.
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Al Express starts daily
flights from Kolkata
to Sri Vijaya Puram

AIR INDIA EXPRESS on
Sunday launched daily
flights from Kolkata to

Sri Vijaya Puram (Port
Blair), as a part of networl
expansion in the region, the
airline said in a statement, The
inaugural Kolkata-Sri Viaya
Puram flight took off at 5.40 am.
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FROMHOW FARCANASTORMAFFECT
AIRCRAFT?NEW STUDY ANSWERS

RATTLED NERVES and spilled drinks are
the most common outcomes of a choppy
flight, but intenseair turbulence canalso
cause bodily harm. And while one well-
known cause of air turbulence is thun-
derstorms, it’s poorly understood how far
from a tempest shaky conditions are
likely to persist.

Toanswer that question, researchers
recently analysed millions of measure-
ments of air turbulence collected by com-
mercial aircraft.

Theteam found that a heightened risk
of ajarring flight extended morethan 55
miles away froma thunderstorm, which
is roughly three times the stormi-avoid-
ance distance currently recommended
by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA)ofthe LIS,

These findings, published in
November in The Bulletinof the American
Meteorological Society, could inform new
guidelines for storm avoidance, the re-
searchers suggest.

Pilots and dispatch crews on the
ground have long kept an eye trained on
the weather. “The links between mete-
orology and aviation go way, way back,”
said Stacey Hitchcock, an atmospheric
scientistat the University of Oklahoma in
Norman,

Thunderstorms are of particular con-
cern to pilots, “You get really rapid
changes in vertical and horizontal mo-
tion over shortdistances,” Hitchcock said.
Those chaotic motions —which canalso
be caused by jet stream winds and air
moving around obstacles like mountains
— can cause aircraft to go up and down,
creating the tumultuous sensationthat's
all too familiar to many flyers.

In the past, daredevil pilots played a
keyrole inrevealing how aircraft experi-
ence turbulence near thunderstorms: A
fleet of five P-61C Black Widow aircraft
repeatedly flew through thunderstorms
above Florida and Ohioin the 1940s,

Today, however, scientists haveaccess
to troves of air turbulence data. “Almost
all commercial aircraft now are collect-
ing some form of turbulence data,” said
Todd Lane, an atmospheric scientist at the
University of Melbourne in Australiawho
was involved in the new research,

Hitchcock and her collaborators

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Thunderstorms are of particular
concern to pilots. Wikimedia Commons

analysed roughly 200 million such meas-
urements made over United States air-
space from 2009 to 2017

Mext, the team mined archival radar
data tocalculate the locations of thunder-
storms. By comparing the positions of air-
planes and thunderstorms in three-di-
mensional space, the researchers
determined how the relative risk of ex-
periencing light, moderate and severe
turbulence changed based on the dis-
tance from a thunderstorm.

The sphereofinfluence of a thunder-
storm extended to significant distances,
the researchers showed. "You can even
go as far as 50, 60, 70 kilometers from a
storm and still have double therisk of tur-
bulence," Lane said.

Current FAA guidelines for storm
avoidance dictate that pilots maintaina
horizontal distance of at least 20 miles
from a thunderstorm,

But giving storms a wider berth
would mean more rerouting of aircraft,
which is no small feat in crowded air-
space, said Mohamed Foudad, a turbu-
lence researcher at the University of
Reading in England who was not in-
volvedin the research. "It will be compli-
cated to put more restrictions on these
guidelines.”

Another possibility is that captains
could opt to turnonthe seat belt sign ear-
lier, when planes are farther from thun-
derstorms, Hitchcodk said.

THENYT

an, 02 December 2024 M
https://epaper.indianexp {7
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India readying plans on green aviation

=i
A

MEW DELHI

st avintion market, isready-

ingrits playbook on the apes
intergpovernmental body on
civil aviation with its stringent
global clean fuel regime.

This follows India’sresenva
tions about the International
Civil Aviation Organisation’s
{lran's) preen aviation scheme
Corsia, anacromym for Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction
Scherne for Internatbonal Avia
tion. India is now readving its
playbook on Corsia, said two
povernment officils.

This scheme aims to pro
miste a globally harmonized
system of sustainable aviation
fuel usage for aidines, with
samemandated thresholds So
far. 124 countries have joimed
Corsia. India has staved away
from the voluntary phase on
account of reservations on
these thresholds.

Thve reson New Db is now
evaluating s engagement with
leanisaloomingdeadline with
far stricter norms set by the
European Union. The 27-na-
tion growping has threatened
o fine couniries i their aidines
fail to comply with theso

I iz, the world's third-larg

India is evahsating its engagement with Icao as the deadline for far
stricter clean fuel norms set by the EU is nearing. mEUTERS

normes, Aviation fuel is one of
the major contribulors 1o
preenhiouse pas emissions that
case climate changs.

While India had earlier
expressed ils meservalions
aprinst Corsia and

aviution fuel (SAF) in fuel for
flights anginating from the EL
starting in 20025, failing which

airlines will be fined.
These EU mandates will proe
gressively increase to 6% by
2030, 20% by

decided not io Aviation fuelis A5, and TO% by
participate in the oneofthemajor 2030

voluntary phase  caotributors to
greenhousegas "°n-oconven

{2021-26), Indlizn

SAF refers o

airtines will have emissions that tional aviation

tovmeet offsetting fuel produced
requirement cause climate through alierna
under Corsia change tive feedstocks,

starting BZT.
The issue has
assumed urgency against the
bacldropofthe EL s stringent
regulations that mandates a
minimum of 2% sustainahle

including grains,
aleohiod, and resid
wal food waste. With Corsia
applicable to all international
flights starting “HI27, & ramy s
129 counitries have agreed to

participate from 1 January
22h,

“To wldress this challenge,
discussions are on with key
ministries including those of
civil aviation, environment,
forest and dimate change, and
petroleum amnd natural gas”
said one of the two officials
cited above requesting ano
nymeily.

India has adopted a coutious
approsch miven the European
Union's carbon border adjust
ment mechanism (CBAM),
which will tax the ‘embedded
carbon’ in imports of goods
from emission-intensive sec
tors such as steel, aluminium,
cement, hydrogen, electricity,
andd fertilizers, and may impact
0.05% of Indian GDP.

“A planisuncerdiscussion to
ensnrethat nothing gets gereed
in Corsia that is not in India’s
interest. Onee the EL's SAF
mormms kick in, ourairlines will
have 1o meel the standards or
pary fines,” said the second mov
eroment official.

The development also
assumes sigmificance for ndia,
which has the world's third
Larpeest domestic aviation mar
ket behind the US and China

sncoaers privtpelldinreyi i -
At fines cont

For an extended version of
theis story, gevto livemint. oo,
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Spicejet: Are creditors using
IBC for settlement leverage?

Lawyers say operational creditors using insolvency to recover dues is not what the IBC is for

hetubma pacierinarrrs som
MIWDELH

niia’s bamkrogacy courisaee sdis
nani o et used b creditess asa
temsl i mevoreer dies s cosga
nkes that are not really hanksp,
s [ warstbisgg nhsr e
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Mahendra Khandslwal of thi
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et airline Spioebel Tor keejing a set
tlement pending i the 1BC Rnem o
Ievrrage s tkemenis with the alrdine
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the pmner will be preceeded as per
Raw.” the NULT ol e sianed.

Eisgiver Lissse: Firmiooe BV, s among
several lessors that lave Bled insal
vency chilnes agalnst Spheciel

Afiers researedi reveals that as ol
Movermber HE, 1E solvency claims
have heen Ml aguing the air
Rinee, purimnarily by lessons and
e SETVEST Yehors. O
these, five claim
Been withibmwn afler

Y 73%

Ao recsagech shines 16 biobvancy ©lad s sgadn o
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i T TV TS CHOeL
Opermional  crediors
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clil creditorsare ke
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e, seveen pramain poend January XE3 refets case lizhlighis a

ngwiihahe inslvency s
vl i owo e heendis
itk by i aribnimal. Nene of
the claims bas ashvanced s sl insel
vEncy proceid g
Enmillis] queries 1 Spleedet didn'
ellcit mny response Hll press e
Lamwvers said uslng inodvency pru
crertings in s memnes o rom ey s
nat the letended purpose of the 100

groavisignreial where cned
s use che IBC forwm o

jresEe cnrparte dehanrs b
st idenaeni,” s Alay ooy, managing
partner a b e Accimd Jars. "Crel
s areaware that Lkl by 18 pa
cesolings can feece corporate dedvines
Into setiling their surstamling dues.
Thie HEC bs meant 1o resalve gesalne
Insnlveney cases, Dl Lo serve s ol

T creddibcars bo forre sevilemeni= ™
Kalpii Khandelwal, panper o lew
T Aebecan Legral, sk 1ie sl b
niess s uniue berause iis Babditbes
il ol i deets, e lets o
lsumml ssmushipl IR procesdings
harve heen filed by both opem
tirenal and Sinancial crediioes
I shon period,” he sl
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slorralt kessar Alrcastie
witisilrew  bnsolve ey
case agains Sp
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abrfing resclving dbpise aler
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Nl instiuticnal placement G001
Similarty. Sploela rewhed sgree
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IndiGo to fly
to Phuket

from city

B CALCUTTA: '\:.L:'tuu.

Descombeir 27, bow-cosd

carrier IndiGo will begin
aperating direct flights
between Calcutia and
Phuket. This will be
IndiGo's second direct
fight 10 Fhukot, follow-
ing Delhi. The new route
will sxpamd IndiGo's
global network and cater
1o the growing mumber
of tourists from India o
Thallaml. /m



AIRPn 'H ISAUT HOP!T‘I’ QOF lNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA HYDERABAD 1 DECEMBER 2024

3 flights with India cancelled
amid declining flyer count

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

t least two daily flights
between Kolkata and
Dhaka and one be-
tween Kolkata and Chitta-
pong have been cancelled by
airlines operating between
the two countries as passen-
ger count continues fo nose-
dive following unrest in Ban-
gladesh, attacks on minori-
ties and curbs on travel due
to Indian visa restrictions.
Biman Bangladesh has
cut operations between Kol-
Kata and Dhaka from twice
daily toasingle flight a day. Its
private carrier US-Bangla

Biman Bangladesh
has cut operations
between Kolkata
and Dhaka from
twice daily toa
single flight a day
Airlines has reduced the fre-
quency to Dhaka from twice
daily to once and has discon-
tinwed the flight to Chitta-
pong. Indian carrier IndiGo
continues tooperate its twice-
daily schedule. The number
of flights from Kolkata to ei-
ther Dhakaor Chittagong has
dipped firom 125 in Sept to97 in
Now Conseqquently, the count
of departing passengers has

reduced from 15479 to 12,747
over the same period.

The number of flight ar-
rivals to Kolkata from Ban-
gladesh has dipped from 114
in Sept to 96 in Nov. Bangla-
deshi carriers have been
the worst-hit. Biman Ban-
gladesh flights from Kolka
ta are down from 59 in July
to 28 in Nov while US-Ban-
gla Airlines has fared
worse with flight depar-
tures down from 84 in July
to 24 now, In contrast, Indi-
Go fight departures are
down from 62 inJuly to45in
Nov, while arrivals during
this period are down from
64 inJuly to 44 now.



	DB-JAI-1 DEC.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-1 DEC.jpg
	HU-CH-1 DEC.jpg
	MP-KOL-1 DEC.JPG
	TOI-CH-1 DEC.JPG
	DB-JAI-1 DEC.jpg
	DC-HYD-1 DEC.JPG
	DH-BAN-1 DEC.JPG
	HT DL 2DEC2024.jpg
	HU-CH-1 DEC.jpg
	NBT DL 02DEC2024.JPG
	PIO DL 02DEC2024.JPG
	TOI DL 2DEC2024.jpg
	TOI-AHM-1 DEC.JPG
	TOI-CH 1 DEC.JPG
	TOI-MUM 1 DEC.JPG
	BL DL 2DEC2024.JPG
	BL DL 2DEC2024A.jpg
	BL DL 2DEC2024B.JPG
	BS DL 2DEC2024.JPG
	BS DL 2DEC2024A.JPG
	BS DL 2DEC2024B.JPG
	DJ DL 02DEC2024.JPG
	ET DL 2DEC2024.jpg
	FE DL 2DEC2024.JPG
	HH DL 02DEC2024.JPG
	IE DL 2DEC2024.jpg
	MINT DL 2DEC2024.JPG
	MINT DL 2DEC2024A.JPG
	RS DL 02DEC2024.JPG
	TG-KOL-1 DEC.JPG
	TOI-HYD-1 DEC.JPG

