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Cal HC judge cites
flydubai stabbing in
airport mosque case

AAl: Detected
Security Breaches,
Including On Runway

Srishti Lakhotia & Subhro Niyogi| Tan

Kolkata: A Calcutta high court jud-
ge cited on Thursday the stabbing
of a flydubal pilot by his co-pilot
while hearing a case on denial of
“regulated access™ toa mosgue loca-
ted near Kolkata airport's runway
Justice Krishna Rao referred to
the flydubai Flight FZ1075 attack af-
ter additional solicitor-general
(ASG)Dhiraj Kumar Trivedl repre-
senting the Centre, remarked that
“logical expectations go beyond
national security only in India”.
Senior advocate SN Mookherjee,
who appeared for Alrports Authori-
tvof India{AAT), said several securl-
ty breacheshad been detected, inclu-
ding instances of unauthorised peo-
ple being found on Kolkata runway.
Justice Rao then brought up
Wednesday's flydubai attack. “Now,
you cannot say only in India. Now
it's all over the world. Nobody can
Iimagine vesterday's incident. If that
happens, then we don't know where
there issecurity” Theexchanges un-
folded aslawyers argued over acoess
to the Bankra Mosgue, which preda-
tes the century-old Kolkata airport.
According to the mosgue com-
mittee, “regulated access” to the 136-
year-old mosgue was abruptly stop-
ped by AAT on July 1. No namaz has
since been offered at the mosque,
which the authorities want reloca-
ted on alrport safety grounds.
Alrport authorities claimed the
mosgue committee, which has chal-

m CI-IECIL Banlua Mﬂsme predates
the century-old Kolkata airport

lenged thedenial of access, was “ag-
reeable” to shifting it. “They are
agreeable to shift the mosgue else-
where. I will show the documents,”
AATsadvocate Mookherjeesald.
Senior advocate Kishore Datta,
appearing forthe mosque committes,
emphasised primacy of due process.
“Everything has a process. Maintain
that," hesaid. Datta contended that if
therehad beena security breach, aut-
horities should have acted againstit.
Pointing out that there had been
no security concern over the past
50 years, Datta argued that gran-
ting regulated access longer would
not have created problems.
Worshippers were not entering
freely but being escorted from the ga-
te to the mosgue and back after pro-
ducing identity cards, Datta said.
When Dattasought an interimor-
der allowing prayers at the mosgue,
ASGTrivediopposed the pleaand sa-
id that “prayers can be offered any-
where under the Holy Quran”. Justi-
ce Rao stepped in, saying “provide
one room in the airport itself”,
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Vizag airport warns against
fake recruitment offers

—
Our Buraau
Hyderabad

GME Visakhopatnam Inter
mational Airport Lid (GVIALS
hag cautioned  job-seckers
apainst  fravdulent  recruit-
ment offers and commumica-
thons falsely clalming to rep
resent the airport or the GME
Group.

The advisory follows a re-
cent instance of fraudulent re
crultment  communicabions
being circulated in the name
oftheairportand s operator,

“Job seekers are strongly
atfvised not to respond o,
makee any payment in connec-
tion with or share personal or
financial information  with
aryone claiming to offer cm-
ployment umless the authenti-
city of the communication has
been independently verified
through official GMB chan-
ncls,” the pirport seid in &
release,

The GME Group and Vi
airport do not o IJF' Ll‘lv.?
ares nﬁ';l'nc::r*lm ﬂﬂger-ﬁhe
recruitment process, it said.

“All gering job vacancies
are published only through
the official GMR Group Ca-
recrs website, All the recruit-
ment-related commundeation
is sent only through official
GMR email sddresses " it
said.
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FOLLOWING FLYDUBAI MID-AIR SCARE

India to Raise Aviation Security

Bar

FOR EMPLOYEES Facial recognition to be mandated; full-body scanners at eight airports

Gur Bureau

New Delhi: Alrline and a@rport
ciplovecs in Tndia will hawe o
mandatorily underwo facial recog
niticn sereening, while full-body
seanners will bespeedily installed
Ht eight major sirports, smong
mieasures aimed al lurther tighle-
ning aviation securily, govern-
mentofTicialssaid Thursday

The atepe follow Wiednesday™z in-
cident during which aco-pilotina
Boaing 737 klax jetliner on a sche-
duled Dubai-to-Tel Aviv flight ope-
raverl by Flyduba trisd o seie
contral midair, Healso stabbed the
seniorpilol,an ndiannationalna-
med Smic Machehhar, in the
struggleinzide the coclkpit.

Rajesh Mirwan, director general
of the Bureamof Civil Aviation Se-
curity (RCAS), said the poreal Tor
enlry passes will e entirely digi-
tally comtrollecl

“Integrating the alrport ooy
passes with a facial recoimirion

svatem will reduce queuss i a1
numberof airports where staffers
and passengers Use the same gale
[orerbrg” said Mirwan.
Currenty, airport ontry passes
are izsned as phyvsical cards by
BCAS to o variety of airport and
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Captain Smit Machchhar has
shown the world the highest form
of courage. Without fearing for his own
life, he fought valiantly and prevented
another 9/11 like attack from happening.
140 crore Indians salute Captain Smit
and are praying far his well-being.

P MORE REPORTS »+3

airline staff aoross the countrs
The Central Indian Security For-
e TCTRE 15 lasked with checking
s ol such persormel during air-
port cntry ardd exil. Almost 1.6
million such pasgses are granced
EVEIY Vel

Samir Sinha, civilaviation secre
rary, sid full-body seanners will
b introduced st eight airports for
searming Myversas the governmenl|
ig laoking 1o strengthen avialion
seenrity “MMachines have boeon de-
livered to throe airports,” said Sin-
ha "The remainivg five will et it
5001,

Simultansously, the ministry is
eollecting and  apalvsing dats
Mrorn These devices.

Waiting for Probe Report »» 12

Waiting for
Probe Report

»»From Page 1

Full-body scanners have alre-
ady been deployed on a trial
basis at airports in Delhi,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Kochi.Pilottestingbeganear-
lier this year with BCAS pus-
hing for a wider rollout by
next year.

Unlike conventional metal
detectors, full-body scanners,
as the name suggests, are de-
signed todetect objects conce-
aled within a person’s body
Even non-metallic items can
bedetected by such machines.

Meanwhile, Israeli prime
minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu said the cockpit alterca-
tion onboard the Flydubai
flight had a terror angle, ad-
ding that the co-pilot tried to
crash the aircraft after stab-
bingthe captain.

Machchhar managed to click
open the cockpitdoor, which al-
lowed passengers to go inside
and overpower the co-pilot. A
second set of pilots travelling
on the aircraft then helped se-
cure the cockpit and land the
plane in Saudi Arabia.

The aircraft was carrying
174 passengers, most of them
Israelis. During the scuffle in-
side the cockpit, the aircraft
went into a rapid descent, lo-
sing nearly 14,000 feet in less
than 30 seconds, according to
flight-tracking data.

Secretary Sinha said the in-
cident is being investigated
by various agencies.

“Wewill act as per the outco-
me of the probe,” he said. “Af-
ter the preliminary report
from Flydubai, India will also
acttofurthertightenthe secu-
rity aspect.”
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Domestic carriers must
shift out of T1 by Oct 25

MIAL is preparing for reconstruction of the terminal

FPJ News Service

AU |

Chhatrapar) Shivaji Maharj
Internutional Alrport’s
HCSMIA) opemior Mumbai
Intermational Airport  Lid
(MIAL) has asked domestc
carrfers operating out of
Terminal [ (Tt) to ecither shift
their operutions or tempor-
arily smspend services from
et 25, The opermtor has clari-
fied that it will bonour the oir-
limes’ historie slots onee the
terminal building is reno-
wnted,

The decision coemes us the
private operatr prepares for
the long-nsaied demolizon
and full-scale reconstruction
of the legncy werminal at
Santacmuz schedoled to come
mence in Jan 2027 MIAL has
given two primary  sher-
natives as an ulrimamm o
menage the copocity crunch,
It has asked the airlines o
either shift opernons
Ferminal 2 (T2) or shift flights
m the upeoming Naovi
Mumbai International
Alrport (NMIA) across the
bay

According © MIAL, the
redevelopment plan aligns
with the Arparts Economic
Regulatory Authority of Indin
{AERA) tanff order. which
earmarked T1 for complere
reconstruction. during  the
angoing  conrol  period,
While initial plans projecusd
the demolidon to start in mid-
2035 MIAL  “wolunitarily
deferred due to the absence of
ait ahernative operuting facil
ity for airlines”.

The opertor noted that
the opening of NMIA fumdo-

Entire T1 footprint —
starting with the phased
teardown of Terminal 1-B's
northern structure - will be
campletely razed.

In lts place, MIAL plans to
construct an ultra-modern,
Integrated passenger
terminal capable of
handling over 20 mppa
(million pax per anmum).

The directive forces airlines
- most notably budget
carriers like IndiGo and
Akasa Air, which handle
significant domestic loads
out of T1 - to re-evalusts
thelr schedule stability in

Mumibbal.

mentally alters the oper-
atienal picture for carriers
operating in the Mumbai
Metropolian Region az on
wernative option The oper-
ot has smied that if the air
limes do not wish o shift
operations o T2 or NMIA
they can temporarly sus-
pend the operations from
Oerober 25 unil the new ter-
minal building |s commis-

Alr France-KLM has
rejected splitting ops
between Mumbal and
Mavi Mumbai sirports,
citing efficiency and
operational challenges.
MIAL, which operates
the international
airport, wants airlines
to shift around one-
third of international
traffic to the Navi
Mumbal International
Airport. The
International Alr
Transport Association
has opposed forced
relocations, calling for
voluntary transfers and
protection of slat
rights.

sioned in 3020-30

CSMIAS Terminal 1. an
fcoaic fixture in Indian i
atior: history that has served
domestic passengers for dec-
adis, has long suffered from
urchitectural bomlenecks and
limited apron  expansion
roan. Cuarenl infrastriciure
limits T1 to handling roughly
15 million passengers per
unn e {mppal
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Mumbai Metro expansion hits airport height hurdle

Issue concerns elevated portion of corridor near Airport Colony station

MPOST BUREAU
Mumbai, October 1

Construction on a section
of Mumbai Metro Line TA,
the 3.4-km extension con-
necting Andheri East with
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, has
been held up over a height-
clearance issue involving
the Over-Head Electrifica-
tion (OHE) system required
to operate the line.

The issue concerns the
elevated portion of the cor-
ridor near the Airport Col-
ony station in Vile Parle
East. According to MMRDA

CLOSER LOOK

» Additional height needed for DHE system is around 2.5 metres
above permitted height under applicable aviation restrictions

o MMRDA has said it will undertake a detailed technical review
after receiving the report and determine the way forward

officials, the additional
height required for the OHE
system is around 2.5 metres
above the height permit-
ted under the applicable
aviation restrictions. The
discrepancy was flagged
in 2025, after substantial
civil work on the affected
stretch had already been

completed. MMRDA has
said the project’s General
Consultant, the SYSTHEA-
CEG-SMCIPL consortium,
was responsible for coor-
dinating the design and
statutory reguirements,
including aviation-related
restrictions. The author-
ity has said the additional

height required for the
OHE was not adequately
factored into the design and
planning at the appropri-
ate stage. SYSTRA, how-
ever, has maintained that
it was not responsible for
the issue. The matter is
now pending with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAl), whose final techni-
cal assessment on the per-
missible height is awaited.

MMRDA has said it will
undertake a detailed tech-
nical review after receiving
the report and determine
the way forward. The poten-
tial consequences could be

significant. MMRDA data
cited in reports showed that
the elevated viaduct in the
affected section had been
completed & about 95 per
cent of the elevated ramp
had been constructed by
February 2026, If the addi-
tional height is not cleared
and no technical modifi-
cation is possible, part of
the elevated structure may
have to be reconstructed.
Line 7A is planned to con-
nect with the underground
Metro Line 3 at the airport,
providing a direct metro
link between the northern
suburbs and the airport.
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Kolkata airport to expand parking bays from 73 to 132

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, September 30

Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International (NSCBI)
airport is set for a major
airside expansion, with a
Rs 337-crore project to add
aircraft parking and opera-
tional space on the south-
ern side of the terminal.
Officials said the apron
project, scheduled for com-
pletion in three years, will
increase aircraft parking

THE DETAILS

» The expansion comes as passenger traffic has recovered to

pre-pandemic levels

» The airport handled around 1.1 crore passengers in the first half
of 2025 and about 2.2 crore during the full year

bays from 73 to 132, provid-
ing more space for parking,
servicing and ground-han-
dling operations.

The expansion comes as
passenger traffic has recov-
ered to pre-pandemic lev-
els. The airport handled

around 1.1 crore passengers
in the first half of 2025 and
about 2.2 crore during the
full year.

Its annual passenger-
handling capacity
recently been raised from
2.6 crore to 2.8 crore. A

larger redevelopment plan
aims to take this to around
4.5 crore by 2032-33.

The plan includes
replacing the old domestic
terminal with a U-shaped
international terminal
fearuring 21 aerobridges.
Around 60,000 sq ft will
also be added to the inter-
national section to accom-
modate immigration,
customs and passenger
facilities.

The airport’s runway-

handling capacity has
risen from 35 to 45 flights
an hour following the
addition of taxiways and
rapid-exit corridors. The
domestic departure area
has also been expanded by
993 sqm, with another 300
sqm planned for the inter-
national departure section.

The expansion is aimed
at strengthening the air-
port’s airside capacity as
passenger numbers con-
tinue to rise.
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Eight airports to get full- body scanners

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

The Union Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) is planning to introduce full-
body scanners at eight Indian airports,
MoCA Secretary Sameer Sinha said.
“Machines have been delivered to
three airports. The remaining five
will get it soon,” he added.
Simultaneously, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) is also collect-
ing and analysing data from the
devices.

BCAS Director General Rajesh
Nirwan on Thursday said trials of the

Representative image

ISTOCK

scanners are being done at Bengaluru
and Cochin airports, from where data
and information such as how many
alarms are generated are being col-
lected. The gathered data will be

assessed, he said. Cochin is notamong
the eight airports where full body
scanners have been mandated. Details
about the eight airports could not be
immediately ascertained.

Union civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said, "After the prelim-
inary report from flydubai, India will
also act to further tighten the securi-
ty aspect.” Based on the data collect-
ed by BCAS, algorithms for the scan-
ners will be refined based on the
outcome before deciding on introduc-
ing the scanners at the airports.

CONTINUED ON 35 P4

Eight airports to get full-
body scanners

The idea of full body scanners was introduced
a few years back, but due to various issues,
including those related to passenger privacy, the
technology is yet to be deployed at the airports.

In response to a query about the privacy con-
cerns, Nirwan said that one issue was about the
image that was coming out after scanning and
now the scanners are being made ‘image
agnostic’ as it will just be a model of a person.
The technology will display on the screen if
something suspicious is detected or where
something is kept on the body and will show
only that particular part.

Amid concerns that wearing certain orna-
ments and even mangal sutra could trigger
alarms by full-body scanners, BCAS is working

on refining the algorithms used by these scan-
ners in close coordination with the vendors and
original equipment manufacturers.

“What we are getting today in India is based
on algorithms that have been designed for
foreign markets. There are certain typical things
that are on the body of Indian citizens or people
living in India. So, those algorithms are also being
continuously refined,” the BCAS DG said.

All such details will be available from data
from the ongoing trials and accordingly, Nirwan
said the algorithms will be refined. India is one
of the world's fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and there are now 165 airports.
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Smuggled cocaine worth
324 crore seized at RGIA

Contraband Was | gy ABORATE FRAUD BUSTED
Packed Inside © passenger
arrived at N
Chocolate Tubes | renirom i
Doha, Qatar ,
Times News Merwoss !Al‘fﬂnﬂ on - 1
- atip-off, ‘w
Hyderabad: Directorate of DRI sleuths L
Reverme Intelligence (DRT) interceptad i‘
officials seized 4 9 kg of coca- hi H
ine worth around T24.5 crore i at £
from an Indian passenger at | portand B
Rajiv Gandhi International | Searched his it
(RCT) Airport on Tuesday | Daggage
The passenget, who arrived | e 207 oval-shaped transparent ® Substance tested positive
from Doha, Qatar, was arres- | capsyles found containing a white  for cocaine; passenger
tedunder the NarcoticDrugs | powgery substance, concealed remanded in judicial
and Psychotropic Substan- amang the chocolates custody
ces (NDPS) Actand sent toju-
dicial romand. substance, coneealed among =
‘Acting on specific intelli. the chocolates, The substan.  SUGM meth seized
gence that the passenger was  ce tested positive for cocaine
carrying cocaine in his bag- using a narcotic drag detec- 'mm 3 mdle's
gage, a team from the DRI's  tionkit. Hyderabad: RGIA police
Hyderabad Zonal Unit (HEU) According to the DRI, 4.9 arrested three alleged drug
intercopted him at the air- kgof cocaine valued atabout  peddlers and seized 80 gm of
port. During a search of his T24.5 crore in the internatic  methamphetamine and four
cabin baggage, officials fo- nal market was seized. The LSD blots at Shamshabad on
und seventubesof Lindt Lin-  passenger was subsequently  Tuesday. The accused were
dor Assorted Filled Dark arrestedand remandedinju- identified as Syed Sayeed
Chocolate Selection. Eachtu-  dicial custody Hussain (38), a driver from

be was marked as weighing
S87 grams, but officials found
them unusually heavy

Omn opening the fubes, the
DRI team discovered 207 oval-
shaped transparent capsnles
containing a white powdery

Investigators are exami-
ning the accused's travel his-
tory and phone records to tra-
ce the source and intended
destination of the contra-
band. Further investigation
isunderway

Jahanuma, Md Imran (32),a
car driver from Banjara Hills,
and Lala (29), a delivery
worker from Somajiguda. A
casewas booked under NDPS
Act. The trio was remanded
under judicial custody. e
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PM Modi, Trump, Netanyahu hail
Indian pilot’s Tel Aviv flight heroics

BRAVE ACT. Despite being stabbed by co-pilot, Smit Machchhar saved 174 lives on the Dubai-bound flight

—
Our Bureau
Mew Dehi

Before Wednesday, Captain
Smit Machchhar was like any
other Indian commerrial avi-
ator operating for an inter
national airline. But his swift
responsy, an nstinct natural
o any seasoned pilot, backed
by cxtraordinary grit and
bravery, averted a mid-air
disaster,

The fvdubai  Flight
FZ1073, a Bocing 737 MAX 8
aircraft, departed Dubai for
Tel Aviv on Wednesday, with
Captain Machchhar and his
co-pilot from Oman in the
cockpit alomg with 174 pas-
sengers, mostly [sraelis, and
crew on board.

As  the plane pgained
height, inside the high-se-
curity enclosure of the fight
deck, Captain Machchhar
was fatally assaulted by his
co-pilot, wha tried to regain
the control and dive the air-
crift in @ suspected hijack
attempt.

EFFUSIVE PRAISE. Captain Smit Machchbar tought back his
assailant with the halp of passengers and helped safely land the
Fydubal Tel Aviv-Dubai Hight in northwest Saudi Arabia morees

The Indian aviator res-
isted the knife attacks, tak
ing the wounds over his
body, and managed 1o open
the door of the cockpit.

Seeing the Captain bat-
ting the co-pilot, Yaniv
Hayun, an Isracli passcnger
on the fiydubai fight, nar
rated to Tsracli Prime Minis-
ter Benfumin  Netanyahu
that he stormed into the
cockpit and pulled up the air-
craft’s controls o stop the
plane from a quick descent.

Captain  Machchhar de-
clared an emergency and ul-

timutehy diverted the aircraft
for a safe landing ot Tabuk
airport in northwest Sandi
Arabia, earning him praise
fromm within the country and

ilso niross the globe,

GLOBAL FRAISE

The Maharashtra reared avi
Ator s recovering in a hos-
pital after an emergency sur-
gery in a Tabuk hospital.

The Indian Embassy in
Rivadh and the consulate in
Teddah have boen following
up o the health condition of
Machchhar,

The Indian Embassy said
that it iz also in tonch with
his fumily.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wnd U5 president Don-
ald Trump both hailed Cap
tain Machchhar as a “hero™.
Netanvahu, 1oo, joined them
with no less effusive words
to pruise his “extraordinery”
fight back.

Muodi s2id he had thwarted
2 %/11 type tragedy, “And like
Israeli PM (Benjumin Netan-
vahu) today =aid that this In-
dian thwarted 9/11 (like at-
tack). For every Indian,
Smit’s bravery fills our heart
with pride,” Modi said while
addressing the centenary
celebrations of the Union
Public Service Commission
(URSC),

REWARDS
Back home in Maharashira
and across the domestic avi-
gtion  community, people
have expressed immense
pride  in Machchhar's
bravery.

The govermment of Gu-

jarat  announced

that
Machchhar will be honoured
with the “Visisht Gujarst
Gearima Awrard”,

To become a pilot was not
Machchhar’s immediate
childhood dream. He took
admission in a textile engin
eering course to further the
family's textile business.

When Machehhar rurmed
19, he decided to become a
pilor, after being attracted
towards it during an aviation
seminar he attended.

He joined Spicelet in
2011, where he rose to be
come & Senior Commander
ard Linge Training Captain
over & 11-vear perind, Spice-
Jet, too, offered its appreci-
ation for a former emplovee,
“Your heroism saved count-
less lives today,” the privave
airling gaid.

Machchhar joined Dubai-
based flwdubai as a Direct
Entry Captain on the Boeing
737 family in June 2022, as
per his LinkedIn profile and
has 9750 fight hours
eEperience,
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‘Like a rollercoaster’ Passengers
describe harrowing FlyDubai flight

‘Saudi Arabia turned down Israel’s
request to repatriate citizens'

Resourcefulness
of many people
saved the day,
says one flier

v

RIYADH (SAUDI ARABIA), AFP

s flight FZ 1073 from
Dubai to Tel Aviv ap-
roached the Jordanian

border on Wednesday, passen-
gers knew in an instant that
something was wrong when
the plane began plummeting
from the skyinarapid dive.

It was like *we were having
very big turbulence, but there
was no turbulence”, passen-
ger Almog Italie told AFP, de-
scribing the sensation oflosing
thousands of feet of altitude in
seconds as similar to riding a
“rollercoaster”.

According to data from the
Flightradar website, the air-
craft suddenly dropped from
nearly 34,000 feet at 0521
GMT to less than 17,000 feeta
minute later, But there was no
“hysteria” among passengers,
Italie noted, even as fighting
erupted near the cockpit for
control of the aircraft.

“The other passengers from
the front took over control,”
hetold AFP viavideo call from
Saudi Arabia's Tabuk, where
the plane landed safely follow-
ing whatpassengers described
asaviolentattempt by one pilot
to kill the other.

S E T

=

plan carrying pangers who were on the FlyDubai aircra hnd for Israel from the

'3 - N

UAE, which was diverted to Saudi Arabia following an emergency, parks at the Ben Gurion
International Airport, near Tel Aviv on Wednesday. REUTERS

Passengerswho wereon the FlyDubai aircraft are greeted

e

by their friends and families as they arrive at the Ben Gurion
International Airport. REUTERS

Still, Iraliesaid. “people kept
calm”,

In photossent to AFP byone
of the passengers, travellers —
including children — are seen
gathered in an airport lounge,
with some sitting on the floor.
One man is wearing a white
T-shirt and jeans stained with
blood.

Miryam Shira Ohayon, who

was also on board the flight,
described the aircrafras being
*prettymuch outof control” as
the fight ensued.

“The co-pilottried tomurder
the pilot and basically carry out
a suicide attack on the plane,”
she told reporters via speaker-
phone held up by her mother,
whowaswaiting at Ben Gurion
Airport near Tel Aviv.

Awoman comforts her
child at the Ben Gurion
International Airport. REUTERS

“It was really on the way to
crashing, and it was simply
the resourcefulness of many
people who took control of the
co-pilot and neutralised him,”
she said. “Therewasalsoadoc-
tor who gave first aid, and peo-
ple who treated both of them.
Other than the pilot, there
werenoinjuries, butthe bigger
fear was really a crash, which

LONDON, REUTERS: Saudi Ara-
bia rejected a request by Israel
to allow its planes to repatri-
ate Israeli passengers from a
FlyDubai flight that made an
emergency landinginthe king-
dom, two security sources said
on Wednesday.

The request was for Israeli
military planes to bring back
Israelis from Saudi Arabia,
which has no diplomatic rela-

tions with Israel, the sources
said. Saudi Arabia’s govern-
ment media office did not im-
mediately respond to arequest
for comment.

The Israeliair force was pre-
paring tosend Super Hercules
planes to pick up Israeli passen-
gers, one of the sources said.

The passengers were due to
continue their journey on Fly-
Dubaiaircraft, the airline said.

Israel to ramp up pilot checks
after FlyDubai scare

Israelissettoramp up
security checks on pilots
flying into the country,
aspokesperson for the
prime minister’s office
said, after it said a co-pilot
on a FlyDubai flight to Tel
Aviv had stabbed the pilot
and attempted to crash the
plane, Reuters reports.

is exactly what he was trying
to do.” In a video from inside
the plane that was reposted by
Israeli social media users, one
passenger — blood dripping
from an open wound on his
head — pleaded for assistance
and said they weredescending
into Saudi Arabia, where Israel
has nodiplomatic relations.
“We are here during an

Theincident has sharp-
ened questions about how
pilots flying in and out
of Israel and around the
conflict-hit West Asiaare
vetted and what sorts of
security protocols they
face, according to govern-
ment officials and aviation
analysts.

attack on the plane. We just
subdued the terrorists and are
preparing to land,” the man
said in Hebrew, “Anvone who
can hear me, we need help.
Weareabouttoland in Tabuk,
apparentlyinSaudi Arabia. An
unknown area. All the passen-
gers are safe and well, except
for the pilot,” the man added.
“Weneed help.”
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International Flight Traffic Drops by 42%

Flights toand from Tehran's ma-
ininternationsldirport have ful-
len by nearly hall, 124, since a
115 ban on Tranian airlines, Tul
some popular routcs omain,
racking data up to Wednesday
shaows.

On average 53 daily internatio-
nal flights have operated to ancl
from Tehran's Imam Khomeini
Lnternation:sl & e port sines Sep-

tember 23 compared toadaily ayv-
erdpeof 81 flights before the han,
aceording 1o dala Mram Lracker
FlightRadara .

Pro-ban Septombor data shows
thatatypicalweek included servi-
cos o 1 couniics. Since the ban,
flighrs have complately stopped to
Georgia, Dman and Azerbaijan,
which normally heve repular ser-
viveto Tehran, AFP
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Commercial LPG
gets $42.50 costlier,
ATF by 216 per litre

EYIATION
MJABIME FUEL
\ATF] prices were
raised by asteap
¥l4 per litre from Thursday,
while commercial LPG
became costlier by 848 50
per 19-kg cynder, as stote
owned ol marketing
CONT Paies IE'\!'i'!:El'." ratEsin
ine with firming
ntermatioral benchmarks
and the rupee-dollar
exchange rate, ATF prioes for
domestc aifines wera
ncreased to 2137 per litre
from 2121 per litre, adding
to cost pressures forcamers
a4 jet fuel accounts far as
much as &% of airine
operating costs

Govt cuts windfall

taxes on diesel,
aviation fuel exports
THE GOVERMMENT HAS cut
the windfall gains tax on the
export of diessl and
aviation turbine fuel (ATF],
for the lornight starting
Cctober 1. The duty on
expart of petral remained
unchanged at 20.5 per litre
according o a finance
ministry notfication The
windfall taxon digse!
Expors wias cul to ThY per
itrm from B20 per fitre inthe
previous fartnight. The duty
onATF comes down by Th.5
pr litre b F10.5 per litre
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He preventeda9/11,
saved lives: PMleads
praise for Indian pllot

® Modi speaks to
Smit Machchhar’s

family and assures
all assistance

DIVYAA
MNew Delhi, October 1

A DAY AFTER Indian pilot Smit
Machchhar fought offa co-pilot
whoattacked him andallegedly
attempted to crash a flydubai
aircraft headed toTel Avivfrom
Dubai, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi praised the pilot
Thursday and said he had pre-
venteda “9/11” a reference to
the 2001 terror attack inthe US
when al-Qaeda terrorists
hijacked and crashed passenger
aircraft. The government said
Machchharwas gravelyinjured
inthe incidentbutwas safe,and
had been airlifted to the United
Arab Emirates after receiving
initial emergency treatment in
SaudiArabia’s Tabuk wherethe
plane landed on Wednesday. His
familyis in Dubai.

The Indian embassy in the
UAE said Ambassador Deepak
Mittal and Consul General
Vishnu Vardhan Reddy met
Machchhar’s family members.
“They briefed the family about
Captain Machchhar’s health
and recovery,conveyedthatthe
Embassyand Consulateare in
touchwith the UAE authorities,
and assured the family of con-
tinued support,” the embassy
said.

In New Delhi, President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Modi praised Machch-
har for saving the lives of pas-
sengers.

Modialso spoke tothe pilot’s
wife and parents, praising him
foravertingamajortragedyand
assuring the family that the
government and Indian mis-
sions would provide all neces-
sarysupport.

Addressinganeventtomark
100 years of the UPSC, Modi
said,"Yesterday,aninddent took
place in which Indian Captain
Smit displayed a remarkable
presence of mind and courage,
and as the Prime Minister of
Israel said an Indian saved us
from a9/11.Smit’s bravery fills
every Indian with pride”

“Today, I also spoke to his
father Bhupendra Bhai, his
mother Geeta Behen, and his
wife Sonal Behen. He is cur-
rently undergoing treatment.
The entire world is proud ofhim
today. | appeal to all citizens to
pray for Smit’s long life and
good health, and to honour
Smit, who has made India

proud,’ hesaid.
In a post on X, President
Droupadi Murmu noted

Machchhar’s "heroic courage
and incredible presence of

mind™

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge,among a
host of political leaders, also
hailed the Indian pilot and
wished him swift and full

Tecovery.

RewuvenAzar, lsrael'sAmbas-
sador to India, said,"Together
with Israel, Indiaand the UAE, |
pray for the life of Captain Smit
Machchhar, the experienced
and gifted hero Indian pilot of
flydubai flight FZ1073. His
courage & the courage of other
Israeli & Emirati passengers &
crewmembers saved the lives of
180 souls.”

The Ministry of External
Affairs said that although
Machchharwas gravelyinjured,
hewas safe."We salute the bray-
eryof Captain Smit Machchhar
who, in spite of being gravely
injured, showed remarkable
courage that saved the lives of
many. He is receiving medical
attention and is safe. We wish
and pray forhis speedyrecovery.
The nation proudly stands with
him and his family,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.
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India’s domestic air passenger
traffic fell 7 5% in Aug IATA

India’s domestic air passenger
volume dropped 7.5% in
August on an annual basis,
recording the largest traffic
decline among major
domestic markets, according
to global airdines grouping
IATA.

In its air passenger market
analysis report for August, the

International Air Transport
Association stated on
Wednesday that industry-

wide revenue passenger kilo-
metres slipped back into con-
traction, falling 0.8% year-on-
year after registering a margi-
nal growth of 03% in July
Revenue passenger kilometres
is an indicator of passenger

volumes. “Higher demand in
China, Brazil and Australia
contrasted with declines in
Japan, the US and India.
Despite growth across several

major markets, overall
domestic traffic remained
slightly below its level a year
earlier,” the association stated.

Marie Owens Thomsen, sen-
ior vice president of sustain-
ability and chief economig at
IATA, stated that the coming

months will reveal whether
travellers, whose purchasing
power has been reduced by
higher energy prices, are
adjusting their travel budgets,
and might be discouraged
from travelling due to prevail-
ing geopolitical instability.
“India recorded the largest
traffic decline among major
domestic markets. Domestic
revenue passenger kilometres
fell by 7.5% vear-on-vear, fol-
lowing a 5.2% decrease in Julv.
Capacity contracted by 12%,
substantially less than the fall
in demand, resulting in a 54
percentage point reduction in
the passenger load facwor to
78.7%," she stawed. TI
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Panel backs law for DGCA

facelift with safety in focus

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: [ndia’s aviation
regulator should be converted
into an independent authority,
created by a new law and with
its own money and its own hir-
ing, according to a proposal
submitted to the government.
The regulator has nearly halfits
posts vacant, a parliamentary
panel has faulted it for “sys-
temic” safety failures, and crit-
ics have accused it of bending its
own rules last year during the
IndiGo operational meltdown.

The report, submitted to the
ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA) and seen by HT, recom-
mends replacing the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) with a statutory Civil
Aviation Authority of India
(CAAI.

The new body would have a
governing board, a dedicated
aviation safety fund and control
over recruitment, pay and
spending. Part of the cost would
fall on passengers, through a
levy on every departure that a
study cited in the report puts at
15, the proposal states.

The report is by a special
committee headed by former
economic advisor Lalit Kumar

What the panel proposes

[ 4 Passenger grievances
e Tl An independent ombudsman for cancella-
intoa statutory Civil LLCLS delays and lost luggage
ﬂ.h‘iatignnut}mw Funding
btk Bl @ An Aviation Safety Fund, also fed by fees
SRt and penalties, to pay for staff and oversight
] 'y 5
DG {civil aviation): ® Midied wew_year by e CAl
Whale-time A charge on flyers

members from the
Iﬂﬁﬂ,plrt—lh!

MNEXT STEPS
Recommendations only; a law
must be drafted and passed first

Chandel and with all joint
directors general as the other
members. It was constituted in
August 2025; it submitted its
report in November.

The committee wants it set
up “as a statutory body with
adequate administrative and
financial autonomy through
legislation”. “Accordingly, a bill

A levy on every departing passenger; the
report backs 15, from a ministry study, with
the board setting the final rate

Stopgap measures for the DGCA
until then

for introduction in the Parlia-
ment to be prepared in consul-
tation with the ministry of law
& justice,” the report said.

A person aware of the matter
said the report is now with the
ministry and some discussions
have been held over it.

* The restructuring of the
DGCA into an autonomous

authority will strengthen regu-
latory capacity, close safety
gaps, and secure [ndia's position
as a global aviation leader.
Immediate short-term reforms
- recruitment, digital upgrades,
stakeholder engagement - and
longer-term legislative meas-
ures should be mapped and
tracked with a clear implemen-
tation timeline. Periodic assess-
ments based on international
best practices and statutory
review will ensure continued
effectiveness and institutional
growth,” the official told HT,
asking not to be named.

A second official said the
report followed a direction from
the ministry’s top bureaucrat.
“The report was made after the
secretary (of MoCA) ordered to
come up with a short / mid-and
long-term restructuring plan
considering the present and
future development of aviation
in the country,” the official said.

The committee’s diagnosis is
blunt. As an attached office of
MoCA, the report says, DGCA
has limited operational inde-
pendence, and its dependence
on budgetary allocations can
hold back recruitment of spe-
cialised mlent and investment in
technology.

continued on -39

DGCA FACELIFT

in technology. The report lists
gaps In technical expertise,
manpower, enforcement and
the timely resolution of safety
findings. It singles out the short-

age of technical staff as one of

thee most pressing.

The regulator has kad along
history of misses and inade-
quaté regulatory action. In
March, the parliamentary
standing committee on trans-
port. tourism and culture sald
recent incldents, among them
the June 2025 erash of Alr India
Might AL71 that killed 260 peo-
ple, polnted o "systemic rather
than episodic fallures™ in India's
aviation safety architecture. It
found 787 of DGCA’s 1,630 sane-
tioned posts vacant. A DiGCA
audit from January 2025 w Feb-
ruary 2026 had found recurring
technical defects In 377 of 754
alreraft, hall of those it checked.

‘When IndiGo cancelled more
than 2,500 flights in three days
last December, the regulator
gave the airline sweeping
exemptions from crew-fatigue
norms. Pilots had won those
nmormes after 13 years of lidgation
that began with the 2010 Man-
galuru crash, which killed 158
people.,

DGCA later sacked fowr
inspectors who oversaw IndiGo
and removed a key officer, and
MoCA ordered an [nternal
inquiry “w identify and imple-
ment systemic Improvements
within the DGCA".

The IndiGo episode was fiol-
lowed by lapses at smaller oper-
ators, which surfaced only after
accidents. DGCA grounded four
alreraftof charter operator VSH
after the January crash at Bara-
mat that killed then Maharash-
ira deputy chiel minister Ajit
Pawar. In July, the minlstry
pulled up the regulator over
officials” undisclosed family
links with airlines it oversees,

The overhaul recommenda-
tien comes ahead of a visitby a
five-member team of the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
ton (FAA) 1o assess India’s
safety oversight from November
16 to 20, HT reported in Septem-
ber

In August 2025, the parlia-
mentary commitiee sought a
time-bound plan to give the
DGCA financial and adminisra-
tve autonomy; the minisiry
replied that direct recruitment
by the DGCA was not under
constderation, This August, the
Federation of Indlan Pilots
wrote to Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi seeking a Civil Avia-
ton Authority in the DGCA's
place.

A similar suggestion was
tahled in 2011, In May that vear,
a Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee report on DGCA recom-
mended reviewing the autharity
structure to explore reforms
that would render the DGCA
more agile, granting it greater
administrative and financial
autonomy coHmmensurate with
Its regulatory responsibilities.

Under the latest proposed
law, a governing board headed
by the director general {civil avi-
ation) would run the authority.
Its whole-time members would
comé from the DGCA cadre and
Itz part-time members from the
Industry, with an advisory com-
mirtee of industry experts
alongside. The DG and whole-
time members would be picked
through a specialised search-
and-selection process and serve
[ive-vear terms.

The authority would pay its
way through service fees, certi-
fAcation charges, penalties and
the passenger levy, all of which
its board could revise. "This
financial autonomy would
shield it from the constrainis of
government budget cycles and
enable it to lovest in necessary
Infrastructure and staffing,” the
report sald. The government
could provide grants until the
authority became self-sufficlent,
und the Comptrolier and Audi-
tor General of India (CAG)
would audit its books every
year.

The report calls the 15 levy,
drawn from a ministry study by
Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation
(CAPA), a "modest charge” that
would fund the authority’s
operations "but also allowing
for the generation of surplus
funds™,

Passengers would also get an
Independent ombudsman. “An
independent Ombudsman shall
be established to act as a vitl
Intermediary, addressing griev-
ances related 1o flight cancella-
thons, delays, lost luggage, and
other service related issues,
which would significantly
enhance consumer protection,”
the report states.

Recognising that law-making
mkes time, the commitiee does
not want the regulator left wait-
Ing. "Until an independent body
Is established through the
enactment of appropriaie legls-
lation, [t 1s crucial to implement
incrementsl measures that
directly address some of the

t
pressing issues currently con-
fronting DGCA,” it noted.

Some of these measures
Include hiring technical siaff w
address shortage and strength-
ening the regional and sub-re-
glonal offices.

Among the longer-term fixes,
thie report backs the parliamen-
tary committee’s call for an
Indian Civil Aviation Service, a
Group A’ cadre that would give
thie regulator a steady supply of
trained officers.

Queries sent to the DGCA and
MoCA did not elicit a response.
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‘Averted a 9/11-style tragedy’
Modi lauds Capt Machchhar

HT Correspondent
and Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Smit
Machchhar, the Indian captain
allegedly stabbed by his co-pilot
an a flydubai flight to Tel Aviv,
was moved from Saudi Arabia to
a hospital in the United Arab
Emirates on Thursday, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said he
had averted a “9/11-style tragedy™
and leaders in India and Israel
praised his courage.

Machchhar, 40, who was seri-
ously wounded in Wednesday's
attack, is “in good health and
recovering well”, India’s ambas-
sador to the UAE, Deepak Mittal,
said after visiting him and his
family in hospital.

“Very reassured to meet Capt
Smit. Thank the UAE govern-

Machchhar taken
to Abu Dhabi

Capt Smit Machchhar airlifted to Abu
Dhabi after initial treatment in Saudi

His condition is stable, according to

India’s ambassador to UAE who met the

Indian national and his filmll'.l

“He was ral]\ing. :.mihng and
laughing, which was a huge
relief for us..”

— DEEPAK MITTAL,
India's ambassador to UAE

ment for their support and medi-
cal care being extended,” Mittal
said in a post on X.

Despite his wounds,
Machchhar unlocked the cockpit
door of flight FZ-1073, allowing
passengers and crew to over-
power the attacker. A reserve

crew on board then flew the Boe-
ing 737 MAX 8, carrying 174 peo-
ple, to an emergency landing at
Tabuk in north-western Saudi
Arabia.

mmimadun—)i

PM LAUDS MACHCHHAR

Israell officials sald on Thurs-
day that no motive had been
established and that thedr nital
assessment was that the co-pilot,
an Omani national who has not
been named, acted alone.

Addressing a function in New
Delhi to mark the centenary of
the Union Public Service Com-
mission, Mod| said Machchhar
had shown “remarkable
patience, presence of mind, and
courage”.

"Indesd. as the Prime Minlster
of Israel stated today, an Indlan
prevented a 9/H-style tragedy,”
Modi said. He was referring o
the September L, 2001, attacks,
tnwhich hifacked airliners were
fown into the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon, killing
nearly 3,000 people.

Hours earlier, Modi spoke to
Machchhar's wife and parents,
officials aware of the matter old
HT, asking not to be named. He
told them Indian missions were
providing all possible help to the
passengers and crew.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu called it "an
amazing st of herolsm —of his,
of the Indian pilot, of the people
who helped them. They stopped
a disaster that could have been
global.™ Netanyahu also praised
an Israeli passenger who helped
subdue the attacker.

President Droupadi Murmu
sald: “The nation (s proud of
Captain Smit Machchhar. His
heroic courage and Incredible
presence of mind have deeply
touched us all” Politiclans
aCcross parties posted messages
of pralse and wishes [or his
FecovVEery.

On Wednesday night, the
Indian embassy in Riyadh said
Machchhar had been admitted
toa hospital in Tabuk and was in
stable condition. He underwent
surgery there, people aware of
the matier sabl, He was moved
to the UAE a day later. The

FRAuYs .

Indian mission in the UAE said it
remalned in close coordination
with local authorities on his
care.

Twa Israell security officials
sald Israel’s Inital assessment
was that the co-pilot was likely
acting alone, though the (hvest-
gatlon was continuing, Reuters
reported.

Netanyahu said the attacker
was being investigated in Saudi
Arabia and that he believed he
would be taken to the TAE.

Israel’s envoy to the UAE,
Yossi Shelley, told Reuters itwas
ton early to draw conclusions.
Another Israell official sald
Israel was not receiving all the
Information it sought from the
Saudis, and that its inelligence
agencles, Mossad and Shin Ber,
were also investigating. Sandl
Arabia’s government medla
office did not Immediately
respond to a reguest for com-
ment.

Flight-tracking data from
Flightradar24 and ADS-B
Exchange, analysed by HT, show
the jet was cruising at 34,000
feet over Saudl Arabia when it

n to descend at 8.2lam
Saudi dme (10.5lam IST), about
235km north-east of Tabuk.

Between two readings 37 sec-
onds apart, it fell from 33,225
feet to 18,925 feet, a rate of about
23,000 feet a minuie. An airliner
descending normally would ake
about seven minutes to lose that
much height The plane later
transmitted the transponder
code for a hijacking, and it
crossed briefly into Jordan
before urning back.

Photographs of the aircraft at
Tabuk appear to show the rud-
der torn from its tail, damage
that can occur when control sur-
faces are moved too hard athigh
speed. HT could not independ-
ently verify the photographs.

In Mumbsal, residents of Swas-
iik Heights, the housing society
in Tilak Nagar, Chembur, where
Machchhar's parenis live, gath-
ered in the compound on Thurs-
day afternoon to cheer the pilot

ISRAELI SECURITY
OFFICIALS SAID

o

ISRALELS INITIAL
1ENT WAS
THAT THE CO-
PILOT WAS LIKELY
ACTING ALONE,
THOUGH PROBE
WAS CONTINUING

and call for a civilian honour for
him

"We are so proud that Smit
saved so many lves,” sakd his
uncle, Kishor Machchhar. Vipul
Mehta, a family friend, promised
a "grand felicitation” when the
pilot returns to Mumbal.

His parents, Upendra and
Gita left for Dubal on Thursday
morning to join his wife, Sonal,
and the couple’s two children.

Some American media outlets
called him the “Indian Sully”,
after Chesley Sullenberger, the
US Alrways captain who glided
his crippled jet onto the Iludsan
River in New York in 2008 after
birds knocked out both engines.

Machchhar's family ks origi-
nally from Rajkot in Gujarat. He
grew up In Ghatkopar East, a
largely Gujarati middle-class
nelghbotirbood where the family
rins a printing press, and stud-
fed ar the MD Bhatia and
Gurukul schools before studying
management at the Welingkar
Institure. He trained as a pilot in
New Zealand,
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Co-pilot stabbed on flight to
Tel Aviv is ex-SpiceJet staffer

Neha LM Tripathi and
agencies

fetters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/JJERUSALEM: The
pilot stabbed during Wednes-
day’s incident on flydubai flight
FZ1073 from Dubai to Tel Avivis
Smit Machchhar, an Indian
national, people aware of the
matter said. The Boeing 737 MAX
8 was diverted to Tabuk in north-
western Saudi Arabia, where
Machchhar and his co-pilot were
taken to hospital. His condition
was not immediately lmown.

Machchhar has been a captain
on flydubai's Boeing 737 fleet
since June 2022, according to his
LinkedIn profile. Before that he
spent 1l years at Spicelet in
Mumbai, where he was a senior
commander and, from Novem-
ber 2020, a line training captain
who trained and checked other
pilots. The profile lists 9,750 fly-
ing hours on the 737-800 and the
737MAX 8and 9.

Tabuk Airport said it received
a distress call from the flight at
8.44am local time, and the air-
craft touched down about an
hour later. Flight-tracking data

The flight from Dubai was diverted to Saudi Arabia after
transmitting emergency signals.

show that the aircraft fell about
14,300 feet in 37 seconds and
later transmitted the transpon-
der code for unlawful interfer-
ence. Flydubai has described the
event only as “an incident while
en route”, and authorities have
not said what happened on
board.

Quoting three Israeli officials,
Reuters reported that the the
cabin crew entered the cockpit
and took control of flydubai flight

REUTERS

FZ1073 from the United Arab
Emirates to Israel, which
diverted to Saudi Arabia as it flew
over Jordanian airspace. One of
the officials identified the
attacker as an Omani national.

An Israeli official had earlier
told Reuters the plane transmit-
ted emergency signals after the
pilots got into a physical alterca-
tion with each other.

The aircraft’s data appeared to
show that it had suddenly and

rapidly descended by nearly
14,000 feet in less than 30 sec-
onds before a first emergency
signal was sent, according to
flight-tracking website Flightra-
dar24.

Around the time the plane
landed in Saudi Arabia, Doron
Spielman, a spokesperson for the
Israeli prime minister’s office,
told Reuters the incident was not
believed to have been a hijacking,
describing it as a “different inci-
dent”. He did not immediately
respond to a further request for
comment on whether Israel was
treating it as a “terror incident”.

The Israeli officials, speaking
on the condition of anonymity to
brief reporters, said Israel's cur-
rent assessment is that the inci-
dent was an attempted “terror
attack™ and not related to any
kind of mental health issue with
either of the pilots.

In a video purportedly of an
Israeli passenger on board the
flydubai flight and carried widely
by Israeli media, the passenger
said one of pilots was seriously
injured and the other was slightly
injured, after one of the pilots
was stabbed. P8
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President, PM hail
pilot for his role in
averting flight crisis

Modi says Smit Machchhar fought valiantly and prevented another 9/11-like
attack from happening: Murmu lauds his ‘incredible presence of mind

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendm Modi and
President Droupa-

di Murmu on Thursday
hailed  Captain  Smit
Machchhar, a flydubai pi-
lot, for his role in averting a
disaster involving a Dubai-
Tel Aviv  flight on
Wednesday.

An Indian national, Cap-
tain  Machchhar  was
stabbed by his co-pilot in
an alleged attempt to crash
the plane but managed to
activate the release to open
the cockpit door, allowing
passengers to enter and
overpower the co-pilot.
Two flydubai pilots who
were passengers on the air-
craft helped the aircraft
make a safe landing in Ta-
buk, Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Modi said that Cap-
tain Machchhar had shown
the world the highest form
of courage. Without fear-
ing for his own life, Captain
Machchhar fought valiant-

Smit Machchhar

ly and prevented another
9/11-like attack from hap-
pening, he said.

Mr. Modi said that 140
crore Indians saluted Cap-
tain Machchhar, who is
now recovering at a hospi-
tal, and were praying for
his well-being. He made
the remarks while address-
ing the centenary celebra-
tions of the Union Public
Service Commission.

President Droupadi
Murmu also lauded Cap-
tain Machchhar's bravery.

“The nation is proud of

Captain Smit Machchhar.
His heroic courage and in-
credible presence of mind

have deeply touched us all.
Even after being seriously
injured in a moment of
grave peril, he remained
determined to protect the
lives of others. His bravery
and quick response helped
prevent a major tragedy
and saved many precious
lives. I salute his indomita-
ble spirit. T pray for his
speedy recovery and good
health,” she posted on X.
While addressing the
UPSC event, Mr. Modi cau-
tioned that future civil ser-
vants would have to navi-
gate entirely new
battlegrounds such as in-
formation warfare, deep-
fakes, algorithmic bias,
and climate justice. He in-
structed recruitment agen-
cies to adapt to these glo-
bal shifts by prioritising
candidates’ foresight and
complex problem-solving
abilities. “In such a scena-
rio, in the selection pro-
cess, we will also have to
give priority to testing
complex problem-solving
and foresight,” he said.
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fight back. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

and these signals indicated to air traffic

claimed to have done twothings —yankthe

What saved flydubai plane: Smit Machchhar fliers’ actions — and sheer luck

New Dellti, October 1

CAPTAIN SMIT Machchhar, the pilot of
flydubai flight FZ1073 from Dubai to Tel
Aviv, is being hailed globally for heroic ac-
tions that saved the aircraft from disaster,
after his co-pilot allegedly stabbed him in
analleged bid to crash the aircraft.

Machchhar’s most critical actions in-
volved fighting back against the attacking
co-pilotand, despite multiple stabwounds,
unlocking the sealed cockpit door while
raising an alarm. The courage and presence
of mind displayed by a few passengers, and
a stroke of sheer luck — presence of relief
pilots on board — followed Machchhar’s
heroics in landing the aircraft safely atthe
Tabuk airport in Saudi Arabia.

The other pilot is an Omani person
whose identity has not been revealed.

Captain Machchhar’s actions

Perhaps the first and the most conse-
quential action taken by Machchhar wasto

Netanyahu said the Indian pilot “fought
back, resisted, opened the cockpit door,
and enabled passengers and crew to over-
power the attacker”, and credited him with
preventing a “catastrophic mid-air dis-
aster”. “He saved the lives of 174 people, in-
cluding Israeli citizens and other na-
tionals..." Netanyahu posted on X.

Then, while lying injured and bleeding
on the cockpit loor, Machchhar managed
toclick open the release on the locked door
of the cockpit. These doors are heavily re-
inforced and locked from the inside to pre-
vent unauthorised entry into the cockpit,
something that became a norm after the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the
US. Without this action, no one on board
theaircraft could have come to its rescue.

The underlying assumption of reinfor-
cingthe cockpitdoorand keepingit locked
during flight is that the flight deck is occu-
pied by trained pilots, and they need to be
keptout of harm’sway in order to maintain
control over the aircraft even if there isan

{
{

attacker or a hijacker in the cabin. In this
case though, the threatwas not outside the
cockpit, butinside it.

The aireraft also transmitted the inter-
national emergency transponder code

A i]LiT s

Passengers disembark from the flydubai plane at the Tel Aviv Airport. ap

7700 and later the code 7500, which com-
mumnicates unlawful interference or hijack-
ing. Thesesignals were important because
communication with the cockpit was re-
portedly disrupted during the incident,

controllersand authorities about a problem
onboard. Itislikely that Machchhar trans-
mitted the codes while being attacked.

Heroic passengers and crew

A few passengers then did something out
of the ordinary, even as the aircraft plum-
meted around 14,000 feet in a matter of sec-
onds. Possibly being alerted by the commo-
tion, they moved towards the flight deck to
tryandintervene. As Machchharopenedthe
door, they stormed the cockpit and helped
overpower the attacking co-pilot.

The co-pilot was restrained by some pas-
sengers and crew, who tied his hands with
whatever they could access, including head-
phone cables. Meanwhile, one of the pas-
sengers, a dentist, tended toa badly injured
Machchhar. One passenger, Yaniv Hayoun,
a plumber, claimed he briefly took hold of
the aireraft’s controls while its nose was
pointed down. Hayoun had never flown a
plane before bur had watched a popular TV
series on air crash investigations. He

copilot out of the cockpit and pull up the
yoke (the steering wheel-like device) ata
time when the plane was nosediving. By
some accounts, he levelled the planeuntila
set of relief pilots on board intervened.

Presence of trained pilots

It was a stroke of sheer luck thar two fly-
dubai pilots were on board the aircraft as
off-duty or relief flight crew — pilots who
travel as passengers because they are sched-
uled to operate a subsequent flight. “The
aircraft was successfully secured by on-
duty Flydubai crew travelling on the flight,
whodiverted and landed the aircraft safely
at Tabuk Airport (TUU). All passengersand
creware safe and accounted for,” the airline
said in a statement on Wednesday.

Once the cockpit crisis was brought
under control, this other set of pilots took
overtheaircraft, landingitin Saudi Arabia’s
diverting Tabuk. Had another set of pilots
not been on board the aireraft, the result
would likely have been catastrophic.
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Tawnlde Gebremariam is the second foresgn CEO
and MD to head the koas-making airline.

Gebremariam takes
chargeat Air India

ewolde Gebeemariam formally assunsd
Tl:'|1ill‘;|!L':l'- chicf executive oflcer (CEO) and

IIIiI:II.J||.I,'iI1|.l;I|i.I1 wlor (Mol Air Ind&on
Thursifuy.

Gredremminrdam, wiiose appolnmmend wis
announced on 5 August, reovived seourity
elearmsee s week.

An Ethiopian, Gebwemariam ks faking overat n
timse when the addline ks working on ks
amhitis CIERS | iimnsion plans mid muoktiple
itermal Feeachw ks, He s the second forekgn
CEL i MDY In|1|-':|:[|m=.\-|r|:|]si|:g.';irlr|||L1

Duiring a town hall with the stalf on Moday,
Ciesrermariaom gabd cost discipline: most beomne
part o Adr Endia’s culiore s identified
saistaimabile profitaliility, sifisty amd operational
reliahility as ey priorities or the aidine. He also
Pl dointeoduice prograrmes Dot neward
eoiplovers foridess that deliver nsrasurable cost
savings and lmprove operitbosal eMclency. M
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ATF, commercial
LPG prices raised

wisntienn v fuel IATE) prsoes were:
Amiw-llh}' st U6 por litre to 3137 from

Thurschay, while the price of coanmsercial
LG wvas increasod by TE2.50 per 18-k cylinder
Instep with firmilng international benclimarks,
according to state-owned oil companics,

The reviston comes after ATF pirices were
ravisesd by THUAE per litmein Seplember, follosing
a 5 peer liire Increase in August. ATF accounts.
liewr tapatin BOPS alavperal ing oosds o sirines,

Commierial LPG prices were mised by T0.50
per 19-lgg ey lineber inSepiember, Rollowing two
conserutive monthly reductions of Y1852 in
Mgt amd TS0 July. The cuts came alter
commercial LPG prices had sunged tooa recond
hilgh in June amid desnaptions to global energy
supplicsand elevaled intemational prices,

Tl Latest chanpes are hased cnasnemenis
im infermational Iu-t|rl1||url:|n'i|'f_'|..'|||||1]r|'
rupsee-clollar cxchange rae. PTi
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DELHI
ATF prices ATTF prices
hiked Jet fuel can account for u
by ﬂﬁ to 40 per cent of an ajrlinef.s
commercial operating expenses, making
LPG hy ?6259 cﬂlﬁﬁt move significant for
NEW DELHI: Avia- Commercial LPG rates

tion turbine fuel ( ATF)
prices rose by Rs 16
per litre from Thurs-
day, while commercial
LPG became costlier b
Rs 62.59 per 19-kg cyl-
inder as state-owned
oil companies adjusted
rates in line with inter-
national benchmarks.
ATF for domestic
airlines now costs Hs
137 per litre, up from
E= 121 The increase fol-
lows a Rs 6.28 per litre,
or 5.46 per cent, rise
in September and a Rs
5 increase in August.
CONTINUED OM PL

were also raised after a Rs
9.50 increase last month.
Prices had fallen by Rs 192
in August and Rs 183.50 in
July after reaching Rs 3,113.50
per cylinder in June. Between
February and june, rates had
risen by Hs 1,373,

The monthly revisions
reflect international prices
and rupee-dollar move-
ments, with state taxes
causing variations. House-
hold LPG prices remained
unchanged at Rs 942 per

14.2-kg cylinder. Petrol and
diesel prices also remained
unchanged after their Bs 7.50
per litre increase in May.
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India’s domestic air passenger
traffic fell 7.5% in August: IATA

India recorded largest traffic decline among major domestic markets

MPOST BUREAU
New Delhi, September 30

India’s domestic air pas-
senger volume dropped
7.5 per cent in August on
an annual basis, recording
the largest traffic decline
among the major domes-
tic markets, according to
global airlines’ grouping
IATA.

In its air passenger
market analysis report for
August, the International
Air Transport Association
(IATA) on Wednesday said
industry-wide RPK slipped
back into contraction, fall-
ing 0.8 per cent year-on-
year (YoY) after registering
a marginal growth of 0.3
per cent in July.

Revenue Passenger
Kilometres (RPK) is an
indicator of passenger
volumes.

“Higher demand in
China, Brazil and Australia
contrasted with declines in
Japan, the US and India.
Despite growth across sev-
eral major markets, overall
domestic traffic remained
slightly below its level a
year earlier,” [ATA said.

IATA's Senior Vice Pres-
ident Sustainability and
Chief Economist Marie
Owens Thomsen said the
coming months will reveal

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

whether travellers, whose
purchasing power has
been reduced by higher
energy prices, are adjust-
ing their travel budgets,
and might be discouraged
from travelling due to the
prevailing geopolitical
instability.

“India recorded the
largest traffic decline
among the major domes-
tic markets. Domestic RPK
tell by 7.5 per cent YoY,
following a 5.2 per cent
decrease in July. Capacity
contracted by 1.2 per cent,
substantially less than the
fall in demand, resulting
in a 5.4 percentage point
reduction in the PLF to
78.7 per cent,” IATA said.

The grouping, which
represents over 370 air-
lines globally including
Indian carriers, said India’s
was the lowest PLF and the
largest drop in the load fac-
tor among the six markets.

PLF refers to the Pas-
senger Load Factor. Asia
Pacific airlines recorded a

0.1 per cent year-on-year
decrease in demand in
August.

“Capacity decreased
0.9 per cent year-on-year
and the load factor was
85.6 per cent (+0.7 ppt
compared to August 2025).
Traffic on routes within
Asia fell 2.0 per cent and
capacity declined for the
fourth month in a row.
By contrast, traffic on the
Asia-North America corri-

dor grew by 2.5 per cent,”
IATA said.
Thomsen said the

recovery trajectory for
carriers in the Middle East
was interrupted and the
region’s carriers reported
that in August demand
was 14.6 per cent lower
year-on-year, reversing an
improving trend.

“Excluding the Mid-
dle East carriers, demand
for air travel grew by 0.6
per cent year-on-year in
August, half the pace seen
in July. With some impor-
tant exceptions such as
domestic China, global
connectivity was gener-
ally weaker in August,”
she said.

She also noted that for-
ward schedules for Octo-
ber are showing cautious
optimism with 2 per cent
growth in available seats.
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Hero pilot Smit airlifted to UAE

Indian Ambassador meets him, says his condition is stable; UAE begins probe into terror angle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ New Delhi

CAPTAIN Smit Machchhar, who
was stabbed and seriously in-
jured by his co-pilot aboard a
Flydubai flight from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, has been air-
lifted from Saudi Arabia to Abu
Dhabi for continued treatment,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said on Thursday

“After receiving initial medi-
cal treatment in a hospital in
Tabuk, he has now been shifted
to Abu Dhabi for continued med-
ical attention and recovery Our
Ambassador in UAE met Cap-
tain Machchhar in hospital and
enquired about his well being.
Earlier, he also met his family
and assured all possible support
for the Captain’s health and well-
being,” the MEA said.

Machchhar is in good health
and recovering well, the Indian
Embassy in the UAE said after
Ambassador Deepak Mittal met
the pilot and his family

Mittal said he found the pilot's
morale to be high. “He was
speaking openly, smiling and
laughing, which was a great re-

As the UAE is probing a possible terror link in the Flydubai incident, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu alleged the co-pilot who stabbed the
captain had undergone “lslamist radical indoctrination” | P9

lief for us and for his family”
The UAE has ordered a probe
into the incident, including
whether the attack by the co-pi-
lot was linked to “any terrorist
activity or purpose” or involved
prior planning or direction.
Flydubai said the underlying

reasons and motives remain un-
known and are subject to a for-
mal investigation.
Machchhar's actions have
drawn praise from Indian and
world leaders. “Captain Smit
Machchhar is a HEROQ. In the
face of the gravest danger and

despite being seriously injured,
he showed immense courage and
an unwavering resolve to protect
the lives of others. His valour
helped =ave hundreds of lives
and avert a great tragedy. India
iz proud of Captain Machchhar
Praying for his speedy recovery,
renewed strength and good
health,” said Prime Minister
Marendra Modi.

In an interview with CBS
News, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyvahu said Mach-
chhar had been seriously injured
during the cockpit confrontation
but managed to unlock the cock-
pit door while the aircraft was
descending rapidly

With his family roots in Gu-
jarat's Surendranagar district,
Machchhar had his sight= set on
the family's textile business and
flying was not on his radar, After
completing school, he enrolled
in textile engineering before
pursuing management studies
ata Mumbai institute. However,
the aviation bug bit when he at-
tended a seminar, which intro-
duced him to professional flying
that pushed him to abandon his
original career plan. P
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Coming from a textile business family, Capt Machchhar decided to become a pilot when he was 19 years old ® Highest state honour for the braveheart

Boy from Gujarat who prefers to fly high

iMechanism for behaviour analysis needed’

A seniod airline pilat, with over 16,000 hours of flying
experience, has called for a new mechanism to decipher
“behaviour and leanings” of pilots.” The airlines do have

stringent selection process for the pilots, but it is very
difficult to understand the ideclogical leaning of
individuals,” Wing Commander Prashant Karde [Retd) said.

People pray outside pilot’s residence

Hundrads of Trieolour-waving citizens assamblad outsids
the residence of Captain Smit Machchhar in Tilaknagar in
the eastern part of Mumbai an Thersday to honour his
bravery. Holding his photographs, those assembled
outside Swastik Heights residential complex prayved for
Machchhar's guick recovery after being stahbed.

“A very nice person,’ says fellow pilot

Forrmes Gadlr pilot Prakhar Gupta on Thursday recalled
meeting Captain Smit Machchhar, in the Spicelet office in
Mumbai just befare the anset of the coronavirus
pandemic. “| was there to appear for an interview fora
pilot's post. That was where | first met Smit, who came
ACross A5 a very nice person,” Gupta said.

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
il Ahmedahad

THE Gujarat government was
quick torespond to the bravery
of Flydabaicaptain Smit Mach-
chhar, as Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel annoonced Vish-
ightha Gujarat Garima Award
for him on Thursday, Patel cel-
ebrated Machchhar's “humani-
tarian act” and said he brought
pride to Gujarat and India

Patel said that the captain
continued to display “indomi-
table courage” despite being
injured in the alleged cockpit
attack and helped save the lives
of 174 passengers. “The entire
world is saluting the bravery of
Captain Smit Machchhar. ...
This is ouly inspiring and com-
mendahle " Patel said.

The international praise for
Machchhar, which includes ap-
preciation from US President
Donald Trump and Israeli
Prime Ministe Benjamin
MNetanyahu, has brought his
Gujarat connection into focus.
Machchhar, who is now in his

et ——

Sand artist Sidarsan Pattnaik creates sand art of Capt Smit Machchhar at Puri | en

Smit is a very calm and composed person. He was the most "sorted
ot kind of kid in our housing society =Prateek Gandhi, childhood friend of

(Captain Smit Machchhar

mid-30s, hails from Wadhwan
in Surendranagar district,
while his in-laws reside in
Savarkundla in Amreli dietrict.
His family is now setiled in
Ghatkopar in Muambai.

His brother-in-law Hiren Jogi
said that the family was re-
lieved aftor receiving updates
about Machchhar's condition
and expressed pride in the cap-
tain's actions during the emer-
gency, “The courage Smit dis-

plaved while saving the lives of
174 passengers during the inei-
dent is oruly commendable. He
is currently undergoing troat-
ment. We have spoken with his
father-in-law, who is my uncle,
io get updates abont the ineci-
dent,” Jogi said.

Interestingly Machehhas did
not have plans to become a pi-
lot. After comploting school, he
enrolled in textile engineering,
with plans join and manage his

family's textile business. How-
ever, he shifted to aviation after
attending a seminar on the sub-
jectat 19, Recalling the turning
point ina 2025 interview, Mach-
chhar zaid that aviation “was
not a childhood dream”™ and
came into his life much later:
The seminar introduced him to
professional Oying and sparked
an interest that eventually
pushed him to abandon his ear-
lier career plan.

The decision worried his
mother, who was concerned
about the risks associated with
aviation. His father, however,
supported his ambition, re-
searched pilottraining options
and helped him pursae the new
carser path. Machchhar subse-
quently travelled to New Zea-
land for training to be a pilot

After completing the train-
ing, he returned to India and
joined Spicedet in 2011, During
the over-11-vear stay at the air-
line, he progressed through the
ranks to become a senior com-
mander and line-training cap-
tain, taking on responsibilities

that included training and
mentoring other pilots. His pro-
fessional advancement everniu-
ally took him to Flvdubai,
which he joined in June 2022 as
a direct-entry captain. His
brother is also a pilot in the
same airline.

His professional profile
records nearly 9,750 hours of
flying experience, including
over 6,400 hours as pilot-in-
command, largely on Boeing
737 aircraft, including the 737
MAX. That experience was put
to a eritical test aboard Flvdu-
bai Night FZ1073, travelling
from Dubai to Tel Avivwith 174
passengers. During the Oight,
Machehhar was attacked and
stabbed by his co-pilot. Despite
serions injuries. he managed to
activate the coclpit door mech-
anizm, allowing passengers
and erew to enter and overpow-
er the attacker. “Smit is a very
calm and composed person. He
was the most ‘sorted out”’ Kind
of kid in our housing society"”
his childhood friend Prateek
Gandhi told a nows agency.

Civil aviation secy says
mulling advisory for all
airlines to tighten security

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i Mew Delhi

THE Civil Aviation Ministry is
deliberating on issuing a secu-
rity advisory to all airlines in
light of the cockpit incident
that took place on the Flvdubal
plane on September 30, said a
senior afficial.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha said that
internal deliberations are on
about issuing a security adwvi-
501y, “Incase any advisory is
to be iszued, we will put it
up with our higher an-
thorities for taking a
decizsion on the mat-
ter,” he said

Referring to the Fly-
dubai incident, Sinha
added, “Thizs iz an unfortu-
nate incident. The nation is very
prowd of the fact that Captain
Smit, an Indian, was able to save
g0 many lives. We would not Tike
to delve much into it, as it per-
tains to some other coantry™

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has also an-
nounced security measures for
alrports. It said that from this
month, the asrodrome entry
permiis for the roughly 151akh
applicants annually would go

fully digital and will be backed
by a facial biometric svstem.
This is an official permit that
authorises an eligible person to
enter designated areas of an
asrodrome.

Director general of BCAS,
Rajesh Nirwan, said that the
agency was nearing the rollout
of its ambitions aerodrome en-
try project. “The entry permits
are now touching 15 lakh every
year across all airports, making

it difficult to process and
monitor these applica-
tions in a manual for-
mat,” he said. It would
be contactless and pa-
perless and eliminate
the need for an individuo-
al to visit the BCAS office.

“It will be rolled out simulta-
neously across all the 169 air-
ports in the country” he added.

An end-to-end digital process
was being proposed for entry
into the airport. “This will in-
crease fransparency, as each
applicant will know the status
of their application. It will en-
able centralised monitoring
and show why an application is
kept pending for a long time. It
will improve control and com-
pliance,” he explained.
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Passengers embark on a Il]rdubai alrcraﬂ at Elen Gurion
International Alrpnrl near Tel Aviv, Israel AP

UAE forms spec1al team
to probe flydubai incident

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has ordered an inves-
tigation into an incident on
a flydubai fight from Dubai
to Tel Aviv that was diverted
to Saudi Arabia, authorities
said on Thursday.

The UAE foreign ministry
said it was “closely follow-
ing” the incident. On
Wednesday, Indian pilot
Captain Smit Machchhar
allegedly fought off his co-
pilot after the latter attempt-
ed to crash the aircraft.
Machchhar was stabbed and
was injured during the con-
frontation in the cockpit.

The flight was carrying 174
passengers, including 27 chil-
dren, when it was forced to
make an emergency landing
in Saudi Arabia.

UAE Attorney-General
Counsellor Hamad Al Shamsi
has ordered the formation of
a specialised team compris-
ing members of the Public
Prosecution to investigate
the circumstances and
causes of the incident,
authorities said.

Meanwhile, Indian
Ambassador to the UAE
Deepak  Mittal met
Machchhar’s family in Dubai
on Thursday.

CONTINUED ON »>> P4

UAE forms special team to
probe flydubai incident

“Ambassador of India to the UAE met Captain
Smit Machchhar's family in Dubai and conveyed
the Government of India's full support and assis-
tance for his welfare and wellbeing,"” Ministry
of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir |aiswal
said in a post on X.

Mittal was accompanied by Indian Consul
General to Dubai Emmadi Vishnu Vardhan
Reddy during the meeting.

“"We are proud of Capt Smit for his bravery
to save so many lives and avert a tragedy,”
Mittal said in a post on X after meeting the
family.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
also praised Machchhar following the incident,
calling him a “true hero”.

In a statement on Wednesday, Netanyahu
said that despite being stabbed and seriously
injured, Machchhar fought back, opened the
cockpitdoor and helped enable passengers and
crew members to overpower the attacker.

The incident was thus brought under control
before the aircraft made its emergency landing
in Tabuk.

The circumstances surrounding the cockpit
altercation and the alleged attempt to take
control of the aircraft are now the subject of
an official investigation by UAE authorities.
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Tl redevpt: Airlines
told to move to NMIA
or halt flights by Oct 25

Manju¥@timesofindia.com

Mumbal: Alrdines operat-
ing from Mumbai airport’s
terminal 1 can shift their op-
erations to Navi MumballIn-
ternational Alrport (NMILA)
or temporarily suspend ser-
vices from Oct 25 until the
new terminal 1 (T1) is com-
missioned in 2029-30, Mum-
bal International Alrport
Ltd (MIAL) said on Wednes-

day.

Mumbaiairport'sTLhan-
dles 15 million or about 27%
of Mumbalairport’s passen-
gertraffic, which is a total of
about 41,000 departure and
arrival passengers per day
After the redevelopment,
T1's passenger handling ca-
pacity will go up to 20 mil-
lion per annum.

"While the demolition
work wasoriginally planned
to commence in mid-20325,
MIAL voluntarily deferred
itdue to the absence of anal-
ternative operating facility
forairines.

With NMIA becomingop-
erational, airlines now have
an alter native option within
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region,” said MIAL.

"Stakeholders including
airdines have been informed
that terminal 1 redevelop-
ment Will commence in Jan

2027, hence they may choose
to relocate operations to
NMIAL or temporarily sus-
pend operations effective
Oct 25 until the new termi-
nal 1 at MIAL is commis-
sloned in 2029-30," It said,
adding that this was a tem-
porary transition, and
MIAL will honour airlines’
historic slot rights once the
new terminal becomes oper-
ational.

Meanwhile, on Sept9, the
International Alr Transport
Association (TIATA) in a let-
ter to the ministry of civil
aviation said the airport op-
erator was forcing around
one-third of every airline's
international passenger
and cargo operations from
Mumbai airport to Navi
Mumbai from Oct 1.

Mumbai alrport T1 han-
dles only domestic passen-
vers. The airline winter
schedule begins on Oct 25
this year and, as usual, will
runup to March end, with
the remaining months from
April to Oct end comprising
the summer schedule.

While Mumbai airport’s
T1will be demolished only n
Jan, airlines that opt not to
move to Navi Mumbai would
have totemporarily suspend
operations at the end of the
summer schedule,
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Who Pilots The Pilot?

‘Two pilots who shepherded the Indian Airlines aircraft during the terrifying IC8H hijack, write
that flydubai’s flight FZ1073 has changed aviation security forever. What new protocols will
help identify the threat inside the cockpit, is a question with no easy answers

Every generation of
aviation security is, in
away, a response to the

Devi Sharan & SPS Suri
previous generation’s
nightmare. What the

\_@ M attempted hijack-crash

of the fiydubal flight FZ1073 to Tel Aviv has done, is
rearrange the threat landscape globally The new
vulnerabilities that have been exposed will need new
defences. Of course, thiscycle isn't unigue toaviation.
Because a terrorist need only find one exploitable
weakness, while the defender has to protect against a
changing rangeof dangers.

Asthe investigation into Wednesday's bloody attack
Is still in its early stages, neither its motivations
nor other details are as yet clear What is known is
that a pilot stabbed the other pilot, and the plane
plunged 17,000 ft in seconds. The rate at which it
descended meant G forees exceeding the manufacturer’s
limitation severalfold. The rudder, used for directional
control, disintegrated.

But thanks to different people’s extraordinary
presence of mind and bravery, the plane was able to
make an emergency landing in Saudi Arabia, with
all174 passengers completely safe.

Thefirst among the heroes is Captain Smit Machchhar
As Netanyahu wrote on X, “Despite being stabbed
and seriously injured, he fought back, resisted, opened
the cockpit door; and enabled passengers and crew to
overpower the attacker — preventing a catastrophic
mid-air disaster.™

The central thing is that every hijacking and
attempted hijacking is different. In 1999, the two of us
experienced the Indian Alrlines IC814 crisis first
hand. Captain Sharan piloted the flight as terrorists
forcibly diverted it from Kathmandu to Kandahar
When the passengers and crew members were flown
back to Delhl on another aircraft, Captain Surl(along
with Captain JRD Rao and two engineers) flew back
the original plane, without clearance from Kandahar
ATC or permission to overfly Pakistan.

It was such a different time. Today's hardened
cockpit-security regime was in the future, as was
real-time flight tracking. Standard protocols of the
time were not even able to prevent the hijackers
bringing revolvers, hand grenades, and knives on

board. What has remained the same s how much still
depends on how crew members react under extreme,
unanticipated, situations.

In 1999, we went by the book to ensure the safety of
everyone on board, which meant not arguing with the
hijackers. The worry wasn't just the four guns held
by the five hijackers, but also the five hand grenades
that could have just blown the plane up. The only
thing on the crew's mind, in such a crisis, is how
they can save the lives of everyone on board.

On Wednesday, everything hinged on Machchhar,
despite his serious injuries, somehow managing to
open the cockpit door. This allowed two reserve
pilots, who were to fly the plane back from Tel Aviv
to Dubal, to take control. Of course, not every flight
could possibly carry two extra pilots, as that would
wreck the aviation business model.

Heroism saved the day But in the days to come, the
difficulty will be how to address the new weaponisation
of the cockpit.

Unlike in 1999, tight security today pretty much rules
out anybody sneaking in a weapon or an explosive in

thelir cabinor check-in bageage. Attempts to forcibly enter
the cockpit from the cabin side have also been pre-empted,
by strengthening the cockpit door, especially after 9/11.
“Dead bolt™ ensures that no one, not even crew who have
the lock code for punching into the keypad outside, are
granted entry until authorised by the pilot.

FZ1073 has inverted thelogic of all these safeguards.
Until today, the threat has always been from external
agents. This time, the threat did not come from hijackers
attempting to take control of the cockpit, but from the
trusted person sitting inside. One pilot attacking
the other with hostile intent has happened for the
first time. Beginning now, many pilots will view their
colleagues with suspicion.

Israel will be ramping up security checks on pilots
fiying into the country It already requires airlines
to submit the identities of all flight crew members.
Knowing the identity however, is different from
vetting it. What's become conceivable now is that Israel
will, in the future, deny alrspace entry or landing
clearance if a forelgn airline assigns flight crew who
fail its background checks.

Pilots do go through extensive background checks
already They are required to clear continuous medical
and psychological assessments. Butdifferent countries
regulate all this differently And there is a catch: a
psychometric test is not a crystal ball. Someone can
perform normally during assessment, and subseguently
show terribly changed behaviour Conversely a
particular personality characteristic is not evidence
that someone will become violent.

The main post-FZ1073 question is clear: Can we
Identify dangerous pilots before they fly? The answers
are unclear. Yes, airlines need better systems to
continually assess pilots’ mental health. But how
that's to be done, and with what privacy safeguards,
is now the big aviation security challenge.

ICAQ already promotes trained staff reporting unusual
or suspicious behaviour as one insider-threat tool.
Maybe alrlines will now have to put greater emphasis
onconfidential reporting by fellow pilots, cabin crew, and
managers. Maybe the future will see sensors, cameras,
or even Al systems capable of detecting a physical
struggle or iIncapacitation inside the cockpit.

Howdowe keepahijackerout of the cockpit, now seems
tobethe problem of asimplertime. It's much more d ifficult
to root outa potential hijacker already sitting inside.

As told to Saurabh Sinha
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A Steady Hand, In & Out Of The Cockpit

Airlines wake up to

As Capt Smit Machchhar recovers in hospital, those whn know him recall T TV

the pilot, teacher and ne;ghbnur behlnd the headllnes writes Manju V

TESpect
“Smle 15 the mos: calm, composed
an BOWIHO-eEren you could
BYEr MEat, ™55 Capt DIarey Gosslis, 3
friend since his Aying school days.

On Wainesoaay, (AL Sieadiness was
tested Ay altbude. Mydubal figh FEIT3
Was CArTying 174 penple from Dubal o
Ted Aviv when, aceoniing 1o Esrasl] offl-
Cclaks, Machchihars copion seabibed him
and irled wo crash the alrerafit. The et
repartadly dropped nearty 14,000 feed In
unier 30 seeonds. Serimisly woanded,
Machchhar managsl 10 open the cock-
pli door, Ieting passengers and crew

LNE BELBCker The plane End-
ed In Saud] Arabla.

Those whi know Machchharn 39,
are oot surprised by how he behaved.
What shocks them Is thst B Was aver
required. “He is ane of the calmest and
mise fum Euys possibds,” 200 & riend,
8 BTIT pllot who Tequesind anomym-
Hy. “Maybe It Is his upbringing. He 1s
aiways in fun mode, Buk he 15 family-
OrIELRE 100

Machchhar earned his commertial
phioe lcence &t Mainland Avisiion Col-
iege In New Zealand In the late 300s,
WHEre he DecAme the ClASSMAES" G040
person for hand subjects. “Amyme with
& protiem In 2ir RaEvigsthon, AIrCTaA
techndeal or any sobjec: went o him.”
the pline sald. “Recoming & line wrain-
er &t Mytubal was the best thing that
could have happensd 1o Bim.”

The Instinc: io heip was vislble gar-
T, poo. Al M D Bhatls School, whers
hie passed Class 1 In XN, school friend
Bhavin Jeshva memembers him as
“stralghtforward, Bindass™. “He didn’t
ke 10 [a,” Jethva sald. “He Was never
Fake and he couldn’t preiend.” Amb
Sonl, & chikihood friend who played
crickee with him, cafled him chaerfol
and Iively

At Swastlk Helgins In Mumbal's
TRak Nagar, where Machchhar 1ved
untll sbow 22, neleshbour Laxmi-
Eansh Joshl remembers praciical King-
nesses. Afer Teturning from Eenym,
Josh] realised e had bouwsti oo ke
coffes w0 share with friends. Macheh-

NAr BITAGEME O & POt coleaEue o

bring hack more. Josh] akso remembers
Machchhar golng siralght o the hosgl-
tal after landing In Indla when his fa-
her underwent DYpEss Surgsry sbout
slx months g0 He sayed {hroush
the tresrmen: Then thers wore the
Independence Day and Republlc Day
celehraiions. He recalls Capl Machoh-
har aught them 1o e the Tope Inw &
Knoe Just right. “0na pull &nd the Nag
unfurksd,” recalled Joshl.

Akshay Joshl, his Immeeiate nejgh-
bour, recalls inse maments a1 hils place
WhEn his parents lsarned ahout the at-
tack_Late In the evening, though, Mach-
CcHNAF'S Parents erme (he soclety's
WhatsApp group that thelr son was re-
COvEring.

Capt Machchhar moved o Dubal
around 2022 afer leaving Spicodet,
and flles the Hosing T37 85 a capialn
And [ine tralner 5 Gyoubal. He and his

wife, Sonal, have (wo chilkiren: Krishay,
2, and Ziva, 3.

Friends and colleagues ried i me
constroct the sequence. A BYIT com-
MEnder Said the co-pliot woukl maost
Ilkety kave wsed the ‘crash axe’, which
Is carrisd on the flght deck Rr use
during les, such &s cuting
through paneds and debris, or the cock-
pht window o exit the alreraft afier an
Bocideni. “Ad the Dubal slrpart,
even shoes and beles aTe removed
BE SECUFMY" e =541 “THere's no

copliot “apperently swod up
and hix Machchhar on the side
of ithe head™ This colleague
added thas the capisin was aiso
Biruck In ihe chess, before he
repained conirol afer the dive
A third pliot =3id Machchhar
appeared i0 have squawked TS0, the
nijack (ransponder code. A BT com-
mander slso painted w a gap: “We have
S0OPs for & hljack scenario, but oo Bor
& cockplt where the ageressor Is In-
slde” He notad tear Capt Machchhar's
bravery bolls down to two scts: frse, s
MAMAEED 0 &6 L Sieref seralEhi and
leval after (hat precarious dive, desphe
Delng Etacksd; second, though he hed
Iost 8 10t of biood, he managed w open
the cockple dooT before Ne pRsSed ouL.
A1 M T Bhatla School, former class-
males hawe LeSn posting Prayers fr
hils recovery on thelr WhatsApp
“We Bre proad of him,” Jeinva said.

Why Indlan pilots struggle to take jobs abroad

Tiew Deainl: Ths Byt cockpilat-
has Tenewed astensian ko lioes”

year's. FOTRISn Slritnes, however,
afen want recrulis w joln within
\nree months. IndiEn piios hopa
carrlers. hirlng from here will
2K (a1 mIsmELch N ACcount.

A sand sculpture for Capialn Smit Machchhar by artkst
Sutdarshan Pattmalk in Purl, Ddisha

remEalns binding even If an Indkan
alrline Falls w0 pay on time, and n-
Mrmal arrangements with kErge
Indlan e=rrlers agalnst recrulting
thelr pliots.
‘ Some pliots reslgn before se-
curing enother job s (Ney can
begin serving notice, a senlar of
Ncial of an Indlan airlinge said. I

Pligis bave challenged the no-
thoe [l I COUrL: the case 1 pend-
Ing. ‘The rule was Intendad 10 pro-
\BCt it Schedules from swdden

“We osually don't hire direct
from India and pressr If 8 plot
has worked In 8 second eountry before
anboarding them,” & senior eictal of

A lEming West Aslan airfing recendy
toid TOL. The officlsl clted (w0 obsta-
che=r the notlce requirement, which

mass resipnstons, bot b has “oo-
Ived 1S udlley”, one plioe sald

He arpued that it now chiefly prowects
HITInes sarugeling 6 pay thelr Crews.

@8 Smit, bleeding on the cockpit
floor, managed o hit the door roloasa,
In & way, e was a hero io open the
doar. You know those doars are solid

PM Narendra Modi, on X:

T Smit Machchibar s 8 HERD.
in the face of the grivest danger and
despite being sericasly injured, be

thank yea. H we could nog
hirve entered

by Hayon (right sl israri P Besgarin Retanyaie

Benjamin Netanyaha, saaa pu

@8 Ly salute to the mdian pilot Captain

catasirophic
hi-uulmmmm
citizens and other nationals

Isaac Herzog, saas peesipesT
@ To Capizin Smith Machchhar -
thank you from the bottom of my
heart for the bravery,

saved many fves... The State of
Bran! extends immepse %
gratitude to you

wiltd saved hmdreds of Bees, in such an
Despile belng ghastly injured.

ke presence of mind and
comrage showed by Smit is

1" exemplary... Yoo are an
imspiration. Makarashira &
India is proad of you!

‘insider threat’ after
ﬂydubal attack

New Delhl: The Inck
ammmmmmsmmam
flzht has ardad & “new dimension” o
aVIatan securiuy prmptng cils for
alriines s condunet

i evaluations of PO AMI CINCErns
shoat & “Insider ihrese”, Alfines
WHN & SlEnHCan: propardan of expe-
trime oew, panicularly In the m:

land-
gt ehe CoRInery Godng by what, (here
wastalk that the fiydobal copliot —an
Oman! naiynsl, sorording o kra
forelpn minister Glieon Sa'ar

Tt b e e Tostenesd an this Bishe.
Sa'ar has termed the Incldent & “ikad-
15t BETTOF BteACk™, Sd0ing thae Mough
there's no evidence yer, the matn mo-
e waE D deral] IsrasHUIAK tes.

psychomeiric
EVEILIELIDN Bt e 1O BTN then mos-
Iy &t ihe (ime of command uperade
.:mmam—pﬂm beCOmeEs B Capeain}
olher promoons, such &s thar o

SOMENNE's condurt i amlss, no oe B
1kely t0 nodce, BN this jears 1 poor

|peeT-t-pear . There has i be
EreasT SurveElanee fr (s S now
Thnilke hidden

WRBPONS:

In tEgaage St CAN be deEci, 1L 15

dMTicult o Bathom what 15 golng an o
minad.”

delve Inio 125 it peres ins i some oiher

callnd AyIng b0 Karach] SO (wn dec-
‘adns apg, when his alrcrait developeda
snag. <1 was (e only one wio 0¥ ne
g0t 8 crew visa (o lesve the abrpan,
End had 0 skeen In the aireraf. The
nexi 1 was sene on & Aight o0
u:umnrmrmlne. e said
condocts ba
cnncts on RfElgn oEW MEmbers
scheduled 10 operate Alghts to the
COUMTY befire Alowing them eniry.
Another Indisn piioe, who works
o the genersl avistlon Srm of &
Iarpe incelen alrline, sald: “As 3 rule,
Indlsn pEsspor-holders arm noe Gs-
slpned charters o Paklstan. When
the Russla-1TKraine wWar srupis, Eo-
ropean plloes weps not ssnt io Russls
[ghis. AIrcTaft were not alowed

WHEN PILOT GOES ROGUE
There have been several cases
where i concladed
that a defiberate act by the pilot
caused a plane to crash:
et 3923 | Off -ty pilok Joseph
Emerson tried to shut down
bmh from jump seat on
Crew
mwdrmﬁﬂnuasm
Miarch 2015 | Co-pilot Andreas
Lubitr Iocked captain oul and flew a

Phatswe, who died after deliberately

mshuinunahdamzﬁz
Gaborone airport

&pril 1584 | Crew of a FedEx aircraft

Calloway, who planned to
tmhihr'rﬂmmmw
wias subdued by crew
A 1954 | Royal Aw Marc fight's
captain Younes khayati defberately
disconnectsd astomatic systems
and crashed ATR-22, leavi
Filots' union disputed suic
Fieh 1982 | lapan Air Lines flight
captain Seiji Katagiri put DC-8 inba
fatal descent on approach in Tolyo
airport, leaving 24 dead
Iy direct fom Venemeds o ine U5
and we used 10 wravel via some thind
COUNAry. That changsd when Ven-
emipla’s then presidem Nicodas Ma-
EUrD WS CEpiumned ihis.Jan.”
Geopolitical ensions have wars-
ened since Cowid, with the Russis-
Ukraine and Indla-Pakisian confiicis
and the US-Hran war ieming te m-
glo's siles o & virmal minefleid.
‘Weslerm AIrines oo nod overly Russla.

& dead.
theary

ance ey Boan an AlkermElive Rleral
o theldr destination. Diversions o Pa-

down fast, a5 It 15 deopening the fals
1Ines of ehe-rezlon,” S3id a0 oMcial.
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Direct Delhi-Kullu flights
suspended after Oct 24

ApHINAV VASHISHT

KUILLU, OCTOBER 1
Alliance Air, the sole operator
at Bhuntar's Kullu-Manali air-
port, has suspended its direct
flight opermtions between Del-
hi and Kullu after October 24,
lesvaing the region's tounsm
and travel industry alarmed.
The airfine had been operating
the mute five days a weelk,
Aviationexperts say this is the
first time direct flights have
been  withheld, parficularly
ahead ofthe Kulhi Dasehra and
fhe winter toudsm season,
Under the schedule reeased
kil March 27, A8 7, flights from
Eulh will operate to Jaipur and
Dehradun after October 27, Pas-
sngers travelling between Del-
hi and Eullu will now have to
take connecting fi phts,
JaipurEullu  flights  will
operate on Thursdays and Sat-
tirdays, while Dehradun-Eiil-
Iu fights will runon Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Both mutes
are priced at around Bs 4.000.
A Delhi-Eullu journey via
Dehradun will cost about Bs

5,000, while the return jour-

ney via Dehradun will eost
around Rs 7.000. Delhi-Kulki
viaJaipur will cost around Rs
7,500, while Kullu-Delhi via
Jaipurwill be about Bs 9,000
The fares are considembly
lower than the earlier direct
flight fares of over Rs 20,000,
While the lower fares may
offer some relief to passen-
gers, the reduction in opera-
tions from five daysa week to
only three days a week. with
no direct Delhi connectivity,
has emerged as a major set-
back for the toursm industry.
Tourism stakeholders fear
the chanpge will discourage a
large sepment of potential vis-
itors. The situation has been
compounded by the suspen-
gion of the onee-a-week
Amritsar flight since May:
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