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SC: All AAl services taxable

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has dismissed an appeal by
the Airports Authority of India (8Al, upholding a service tax
demand spanning 2003 to 2007. The Court ruled that the
statutory definition of “taxable service” is broad, confirming
that all services rendered by the AAl at any airport are
subject to service tax. This indudes the handling of cargo,
such as unloading, screening, and packing of export cargo,
Now, any service covered under Finance Ad is taxable.
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All services rendered by Airport
Authority of India taxable: SC
upholds S_ervice Tax demand

e
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The Supreme Court (SC) has
sald all kinds of services
rendered by the Alrports
Authority of India (AAl} In
any airport are taxable and
liable to service tax as it
dismissed the appeal of the
airport regulator against
the service tax liability
between 2003 and 2007.

Abench of Justices Pankaj
Mithal and P8 Varale upheld
the March 1, 2017 order of
Customs, Excise and Service
Tax Appellate Tribunal
[CESTAT) that approved the
service tax demand from
the AAlI on services,
Including export cargo,
It provides.

The AAl in discharge of its
duties, handles cargo on
dirports including export
cargo which Invalves a
number of activities lke
unloading, carting, X-ray,
export packing, etc.

These services are ren-
dered from the tdme the
cargo Is accepied
for shipment tll it is placed
on the aircraft.

The AAl contended that
the service fax demand was
raised for services, including
handling of export cargo
which was excluded under
Sub section 23] of Section G5
of the Finance Act, 1994.

The bench after analysing
the provisions of the law
said the definition of the
taxable service is very wide
and takes into its fold
any kind of service that may
be provided to any person
by the Airports Authority
at any airport.

“Accordingly, all kinds of
services rendered by the
Alrports Authority In any
airport are taxable services
and are chargeable to
service tax under Section 66
of the Act,” the bench
held In a recent verdict.

"It may be pertinent to
note that sub-clause (zzm)
was introduced with effect
from September 10, 2004,
Accordingly, any kind of
services whether in respect
af export cargo provided
by the Airports Authority to
any person after inclusion
of sub clause [zzm) would
be taxable service,” the top
court said.

The bench observed that
the Intent of the charging
Section 66 of the Act, which
provides for tax on the
services, refers to in
sub-clauses including
sub-clause (zzm).

“In short, any kind of
services which are covered
under any of the sub-clauses
of Section G6, including
{zzm) are chargeable to
rax and are taxable service,”

the top court said, while
rejecting AAl's argument
that handling of export
cargo does not incur service
tax liabiliy.

While upholding the
decision of the CESTAT,
the bench said, "CESTAT or
the authorities below
have not erred in
taxing the services
rendered by the appellant in
relation to export cargo as
taxabie service under
sub-clause (zzm) of Sub-
section (105) of Section 65 aof
the Act with effect from
september 10, 2004.7

On March 17, 2010,
the commissioner
(Adjudication), service Tax
at pelhi confirmed the
service tax liability upon
the airport regulator for the
period October I, 2003
to March 31, 2007
under the category
of “Storage and
Warehousing Service® up
o September 9, 2004 and
thereafter from September
10, 2004 wunder the
category "Alrport Services”
intreduced in Finance Act
of 1994, Aggrieved by the
order, the Al
mowved the CESTAT on the
ground that the order of
the Commissioner
(Adjudication], Service
Tax was flawed in view of
the exem.
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Passenger traffic grows despite flight
caps at country’s two busiest airports

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

s the long-delayed Navi
Mumbai airport pro-
Jject nears its inaugura-
tion date and Delhi
pushes ahead with the
Noida-Jewar airport opening, In-
dia's air routes map is being re-
drawn. Mumbai-Delhi is the busi-
est domestic airport pair in the
country, with more than 39,000
flights operated on this route last
vear. It translates to an average of
over 100 flights per day in both di-
rections. Yet, the two airports
serving India’s top two most pop-
ulated urban agglomerates - the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region and
Delhi-NCR -- have hardly seen any
growth in air traffic since 2018.
Airports Authority of India da-
ta for air traffic (landings and take-
offs) handled by Mumbai and Delhi
between April and July 2025 com-
pared to the same period in 2018
shows a telling decline. Delhi air-
port’s air traffic dropped by 2.6 %,
while Mumbai’s by 0.2%, which es-
sentially means that the two air-
ports are at the same place as in
2018. Despite a decrease in airline
seat availability at the twoairports,
passenger traffic grew from Apr-Ju-
Ly 2018 to Apr-July 2025 - by 8.5 % for
Mumbaiand 6 % for Delhi. It points
to the ever-increasing demand for

Despite having capacity-limited airports, India boasts the world's fastest-growing domestic air traffic market

airtravelorbiggeraircraftflying in-
to the two airports. The story of
poarair trafficgrowth repeatsatIn-
dia’s other two big metros as well.
Air traffic in Chennai dropped by
7.6% when Apr-July 2025 is com-
pared with Apr-July 2018 and in Kol-
kata by 10%.

In spite of its capacity-con-
strained four metro airports, India
currently has the fastest growing
domestic air traffic market in the

world. The split between India's air-
ports is clear On one hand are the
British-era airport locations of
Mumbai (commissioned in 1942),
Kolkata (1924) and Chennai (1930) -
with Delhi moving from Safidar-
Jung airport to the current one in
1862 - and on the other the compara-
tively younger, betterplanned air-
ports that are riding double-cligit
passenger traffic growth. Among
them are the 2008-born Bangalore

and Hyderabad airports.

The 2025 vs 2018 comparison
of air traffic at Bangalore, the
third busiest airport in India,
showsa21l.6% growth, while Hyd-
erabad grew by 27%. The com-
missioning of the Navi Mumbail
airport and the Jewar-Noida air-
port will finally change the nar-
rative and skewed air travel de-
mand-supply equation for Mum-
baiand Delhi.

Mumbai-Delhi is the busiest
domestic corridor of the country
and accounts for 3.4% of all do-
mestic flights, according to data
shared by International Air
Transport Association (LATA).
Bengaluru-Delhi and Bengaluru-
Mumbai are the second and third
busiest routes, with around 27,000
{(24% of domestic traffic) and
25,000(2.2% ) flights in 2024,

Between 2011 and 2019, India ex-
perienced a double-digit average
annual growth rate of 10.3% in air
passenger traffic. According to [A-
TA, this performance easily out-
paced that of the industry globally
and for the Asia Pacific region. The
growth stopped in 2019 when Jet
Airwaysshutdown and then in 2020
with the onset of Covid. While air-
ports the world over and in India re-
covered in the following years and
surpassed their pre-pandemic vol-
umes, Mumbai and Delhi airports
stayed constrained and congested.

IATA’s Aviation in India’ re-
port says, “Investing in air trans-
port infrastructure is essential to
meet future passenger demand.
Expanding and modernizing air-
ports ensures they can accommo-
date the expected threefold in-
crease in traffic over the next 20
years efficiently and effectively.”

Graphics & Times Special page designed by Sandeep Soni
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HOW INDIA’S TOP AIRPORTS STACK UP

PASSENGER TRAFFIC (APR-JULY, IN MILLION)
~ Delhi Mumbai Bangalore
7R (B.5%| 36.3%)
2347 16;52 18.02 W 7:H 14.70
2018 2025 | 2018 | 2018 -
PERCENTAGE SHARE Mumbm grew EIangaJurE is the ’mg
Delhi remains the largest modestly, but its share = gainer, eating into both
but its share fell slipped slightly Delhi & Mumbai's share
2018 ¢ 46% b 33% 21%
2025 e 43% | 31% - 25.5%
AIRCRAFT MOVEMENT (APR-JULY)
156,602
Retol _ 152,524
Mumbai 1,09,664
P 1,09,484 ©53
77439
Bangalore 94
PERCENTAGE SHARE Mumbai was almost Bangalore surged in
Delhi handled fewer flights | flat, share slipped flight movements,
in 2025 than 2018 raising its share
2018 45,6% ' 31.9% 22.5%
2025 o 42.8% - 30.7%

OVERALL SHIFT

Delhi | Still number 1, but losing share in both
passengers and flights — saturation, slower growth
Mumbai | Modest gains in passengers but flat in
flights — capacity constraints

Bangalore | Strongest growth in both flights and
passengers — emerging as the third powerhouse,
catching up with Mumbai
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Flights to Srinagar airport halved

Passenger traffic down 54% post-Pahalgam attack

Mukeet Akmall
Srinagar, Sep 29

Alr connectivity to Kash
mir has taken a severe
hitin the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attack,
with airlines slashing
operations on the Sri.
nagar route amid plum-
meting demand.

Figures accessed by
Greater Kashmir reveal

MNumbers don't lie.
The half-empty
lounges and reduced
schedules are proof
that we are in damage-
control mode. [Ewill
take time, and trust. to
undo this slump

that flight movements and
passenger arrivals at Sri
nagar International Air-
port, Kashmir's lone civil-
ian airport, have halved
in just five months, under-
lining the depth of the
crisis facing Kashmir's
fragile tourism economy,
On April 22, 2025, just
before the terror strike
unsettled Kashmir's tour-
¥ See Flights..on Pg-08

Flights to Srinagar...

ism flow, the airport handled 102 flights carrying 19,140
passengers,

The day's operations included 51 arrivals with 9235 pas-
sengers and 51 departures with 9905 passen gers,

In stark contrast, by September 28, 2025, flight traffic
had collapsed to 50 flights — a 51 percent decling - with pas-
senger numbers falling to 8822, reflecting a 54 percent dip.

The breakdown shows 4265 arrivals on 25 flights and 4557
departures on 25 flights, making Septem ber traffic less than
halfof April's peak.

Civil aviation executives admit that carriers had no
choice but to reduce their schedules,

“A 50 pereent reduction in flights within a short span
mirrors the demand crash. Airlines cannot operate at
losses; low oad factors have forced consolidation on Sri-
nagar routes,” a senior aviation executive told Greafer
Kashmir. The reduced connectivity is already rippling
across sectors dependent on tourism.

Hoteliers and travel agents say post-attack, they record-
ed massive cancellations, and the outlook for the winter
muonths is also gloomy.

The decline is not only stunting tourist inflows but also
hitting ancillary industries - from handicrafts to road trans
port - that rely heavily on passenger traffic.

Aviation experts warn that the automn season, usually
considered a second peak for Kashmir tourism, may see
muted arrivals unless confidence is urgen thy restored.

Government efforts to reassure travellers and promote
Kashmirasasafedestination haveso far failed to translate
into higher inflows. As one senior tourism official said,
“Numbers don't lie. The half-empty lounges and reduced
schedules are proof that we are in damage-control mode. It
will take time, and trust, to undo this slump.”
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Mavi Mumbai Airport
likely to open early Oct
The Nav Mumbal Intema §anal
Dot ks expectad tobe inaugurabed
In the first or second weeh ol
Detater, with Dctnber J or 9 being
corsidensd Prime Minstar Marerdra
Modiwill cut the ribbon, He had also
lzid the foundation stone of the
same fropect earlier At that time, he
sald the difference betwaan prewiois
povernments and hisveas that he
do=s both groundbrasdng and
Inaiiguea tion. His s tatement ks
tuming true in this case. The new
ot will reduce the burdenan the
headlycongested cument Mumbial
Orce apesaional, it will beoome
India’s sacond-langest greanfiald
Ao, boasting conne thity

and ar traffic capadty
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DGCA grants aerodrome licence to
Navi Mumbai International Airport

TN RAGHUNATHA
B Mumbai

Ahead of its scheduled inau-
guration by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October
8, the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA)
has received the Aerodrome
Licence from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

The aerodrome licence,
essential for commencing
the airport's operations,
authorises the NMIA to be
used as a regular place of
landing and departure for all
persons on equal terms and
conditions, subject to the
specifications outlined in its
Aerodrome Manual.

While granting the
Aerodrome licence, the
DGCA d that the licence was
non-transferable and might
be suspended or modified in
case of violations of the
Aircraft Act 1934, Aircraft
Rules 1937, or other
regulatory requirements.

“The Aerodrome Licence,
awarded after meeting strin-
gent safety and regulatory
requirements, is an essential
prerequisite for commencing
operations. The achievement
represents a key step in the
NMIA's progress towards
becoming fully operational.

With the Aerodrome Licence
now in place, NMIA moves
closer to its vision of enhanc-
ing regional and interna-
tional connectivity and
establishing a modern
gateway that will link Navi
Mumbai with the rest of the
world,” an NMIA spokesper-
son said on Tuesday.

The NMIA has been devel-
oped by the Navi Mumbai
International Airport Pvt
Ltd (NMIAL), which is a
special-purpose vehicle
formed by the Adani
Airports Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
and City and Industrial
Development Corporation
of Maharashtra Ltd (CIDCO).
The CIDCO was the nodal
agency for the project.

Located in Ulwe in the

adjoining Raigad district, the
NMIA — a Greenfield airport
— will serve as the second
international airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), operating alongside
the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) of Mumbai.

The distance between the
CSMIA and NMIA is around
40 km. The Adani group,
which has 74 per cent stake
each stake in both CSMIA
and NMIA, is addressing
connectivity.

With the Commissioning
of NMIA, Mumbai will
become a twin-airport
model along the lines of
Dubai’s DXB-DW(C, London's
Heathrow-Gatwick, and New
York’s |FK-Newark pairs.

On their part, Air India,
IndiGo and Akasa Air have
already announced plans to
begin commercial opera-
tions from the new airport.

A seamless transfer model,
supported by multimodal
transport—road, metro, sub-
urban rail, and water links—
will eventually connect NMIA
and CSMIA, ensuring that
India’s busiest business city
operates with the same infra-
structure sophistication as
premier world capitals.

The twin-airport strategy
mirrors global precedents:
distributing traffic between
two facilities to decongest
bottlenecks, de-risk opera-
tions and provide passen-
gers with greater airline
and route choices.
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Adani’s Navi Mumbai International Airport
to be inaugurated by PM Modi on October 8

STATESMANMNEWS SERVICE
Mareebai, 16 ber

Prirme Mimister Marendm Modi
will inaugnirate the Adand
Group-owned Navi Mumbal
International Adrpon (NMILA)
on October 8 (Wednesday),
according tooffidal soures,

The development comes a
day alter the NMIA recetved
it Aerodmme Licence from
the Direetorate Cenenad of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) onTuesdin,
which isesential tocommeence
flight opermtions,

The DGCA Heepce has
mithorsed the NMIA o be
used as a regular place of
Lianding and departure for all
persons on aquel terms and
conditdons, subject to the

specifications outlined in s
Aerodmrme Marmal The DGCA
emphosised thal the lleence
is nom-transferable and may
be suspended or modificd in
caseol vioktionsof the Airaaft
Act 1934, Adrcraft Rules 1937,
crofher mptory rgquinsenis

Officials sald that Dight
operations will begin fmm
MNMIA a weekor 15 dinys after
it is inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Suarting with 60 daily Mights
(30 arrivils and as many
depanturesiinthe fimt month,
the number will double after
30 davs and then reach the
240300 mark in six months

In its [irst phase with a
capacity of 2 crone passengens
annually{CPA), the greenlielkd

airport will hardie 4040 daily
Miehts, which Ivwill rampup
to in o year, Adani Group
Director (Adrports) Ject Adani
hiad recently stated.

Ahead of the airpont’s
brumsgaration by Prme Minisier

Narendra Modion October 8,

Ak Grop Chadnman Gautam
Adani bad visited the NMIA
project site recently and
urderizsken a detalled Inspection
of the airport, which, once
fully operntional, would have

the capacity o hamdle 9 orore
passengers annually, placing
It among the langest and most
achvancedsimports intheworld

Besides mssessing technjen
progress and operational
madiness, Gautam Adani
interncted with constmuction
workers, engineers., project
feaumes, rport fire g hting staff
and differentlyv-abled stall o
an airport temminals retail
I||'I'I.I|E‘|. L

"Boary rummaan, every linmalnl.
every gate here carries the
irmprint of thousands ol hands
and hearts. This is more than
an airport, It is @ monument
tuwthe spririgof B, il Chy
s peop ke, forits people” Aduand
Gmup Chairman Gautam
Addind subd during bils visit o

NMIA

Adrlines like Ind®Cio, A ks
Adr airdd Alr Il Expiress have
already announced plans (o
DUOIMMmE N I.FPL'I'HEIIJII'I‘- fﬂ'll'll
the NMLA, with initial flights
connecting varlous domestic
cities.

The airpaort s devdopment
is progressing in phoses, with
the st phase expected o
handle 20million pas senpers
and SO0 metrc tonnes
ol carpo anmelly. Alter [ull
completion, the NMIA is
projected o hundle 90 million
passengers and 3.2 million
metrc tonnes of cargo each
year aommplernenting theesis g
Chhatrapatl Shivaji Maharaj
Internatonal Airport (CS1A)
locnted al Santacruz Enst
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New airport gets
final approval for
take-off, landing

“rossing a  significant

» milestone, the NaviMu-
mbai International Airport
(NMIA) on Tuesday recei-
ved its ‘aerodrome licence’
from the DGCA, certifying
that it meets the standards
for flights to land and take
off, reports Manju V. Ahe-
ad of the ceremonial inau-
guration slated for Oct 8,
many flights will land in the
comingdaysaspartof tests.
On Tuesday, a Boeing 737-8
MAX business jet operating
a passenger flight landed at
the airport. Next, NMIA
will have ‘airport operatio-
nal readiness’ tests for its
systems, facilities & equip-
ment. Other Book,P2&4
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Customs seize
2 gibbons from

pax at airport

A T

Mumbai: Customs seized
two white-cheeked gibbons
from a woman passenger
who arrived from Bangkok
at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj on Tuesday, an offi-
cial from the forest depart-
mentsaid. Hesaid the prima-
tes were found suffocating
inside the basket and were
handed over to an expert te-
am of wildlife rescuers and
vets from RAWW for treat-
ment. p1i
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MUMBAIP> Access to Navi Mumbai Airport, for the time being, will be limited to road routes. While travellers can easily reach the airport
FAST FORWARD in vehicles from SoBo, the suburbs and other parts of MMR using Atal Setu and other roads, connectivity in the years ahead

promises greater convenience. While in the near future, shuttle bus services will link the new airport to three nearby railway stations, the

long-term plan includes direct metro connections from Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and from the existing airport. A water taxi service too is in the pipeline

.'I_; i, .
| By # 5 \ g
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Immediate easy access to the airport from anywhere in MMR will be by road ) KAVAN.DOMBIVLL ke | siohata s A, .2 (.
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METRO WATER TAXI
Route | Eastern Express
Highwiay, Mulund-Aimli Road,
Thane-Belapur Road, Belagur-
Ubwe Road

® Direct metro ® Navi Mumbal Airport
connectivity between | authorities and the Maharashtra
Mumbai Airport and Maritime Board have proposed
Navi Mumbai Airpart water taxi services from Radio

| 60 mins| B = is planned via Metro 8 | Club Jetty in Colaba to a planned
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cheaper fares offered at Navi Mumbai Airpart or the promise of faster, more efficient services gets ready—A senlor Cideo official
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ATF prices up 3%,
commercial LPG
rises by ¥15.5

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
prices were hiked by over 3 per
cent and commercial LPG rates
by 15.50 per cylinder on
Wednesday as oil firms revised
fuel prices in line with global
benchmarks. Jet fuel (ATF)
price was increased by
13,052.5 por kilolitre, or 3.3 per
cent, to 193,766.02 per ki in
the national capital - home to
one of the busiest airports in
the country, according to state-
owned fuel retallers.
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Aircraftleasing rules may be cased '

REUTERS
10ctober

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has proposed removing the mandate
that airlines can take planes on lease with
crew only in emergencies, draft regulations
show, in a move that could make it easier for
carriersto tide over any aircraft shortages.

The proposed rules could help airlines
like the country's biggest carrier IndiGo,
which has taken two planes with crew on
wet lease from Turkish Airlines, allowing it
to offer connectivity with flights to Europe
and the United States.

The DGCA regulations had permitted air-

linesto enter such leases only in emergency,
such as unexpected grounding of aircraft.

The new draft proposal replaces the
word “only” with “normally”, making pro-
cessing of such requests potentially easier,
lawyers said.

The proposal was posted on DGCA's web-
site earlier this week but has not previously
been reported. It isopen for public consulta-
tions until October 28.

The DGCA and IndiGodid not respond to
Reutersqueries on the planned changes.

IndiGo’s Turkish partnership has faced
criticism in India in recent months after
Turkey came out in support of Pakistan
during the recent India-Pakistan conflict.
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Cyber fraudsters posing as Indigo
Airlines recruiters busted in city

TOO NETWORK

{EW DELH

Delhi Police arrested two
members of a cvber fraud
gang posing as recruit-
ers for Indigo Airlines on
Tuesday.

This case came to light
when the complainant,
Rohit Yaday, filed an on-
line complamt through the
NCRP portal regarding
the cheating of Rs, 24,100
under the pretext of being
offered n job at Indipos Adr-
lines,

In his statement, Rohit
mentioned that e saw apob
advertisement on his Face-
boeok acoount, e called the
mobile number provided
in the ad and subseouenthy

NG

Represantational Image

received a call from some-
one identifying himself as
Rohit Sharma. The caller
informed Hohit that if he
was interested in the job,
he would need to deposit
Hs_ 350 a5 a form fee and
Rs. 3250 as dress charges,
which would be relunded
with his first month's salary.

Trusting the assurance
given by the caller, the
complainant transferred
the form fee of Re. 350 on

July 30, via UPIL The fiol-
Towing day, he also sent Rs,
3,250 for the dress charges
through LIPL After making
the pavient, Rohit received
a gate pass and a bond
agreement from Indigo
Airlines via WhatsApp on
his mumber,

However, Rohit Sharma
then demanded an addi-
tional Rs. 15,500 [uvr the
agreement and Hs, 5040000
for file charges, which the
complainant also commplied
with. But the alleged indi-
vidunls blocked Rohit, and
their mobile numbers were
Foumd to be swibehed off.

Upon investigation, the
police discovered thal mon-
ey from a cheating seheme
had been credited to a State

Banlk of India (SB1) account
registered in the name of
Azad Khan, a resident of
Faridabad. Additionally,
the Customer Acquisition
Form {(CAF} details for the
alleged mobile number
B100287 1 were obtained,
revealing that it was regis-
tered in the name of Ajay,
who lives in Jeevan MNagar
Part-Il, Gochi, Faridabad,
Haryana.

Hence, ased on techni-
cal analysis, a raid was
conducted, and Arnd Khian
was apprehended near his
residence in Gochd, Sec-
tor-55, Faridabad. Based
on Azad's information,
another suspect, Ajay, was
also arrested the same day
at his home.



AIRPOH I'SAUT HORITY {JF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINTIE JAGRAN DEEH T 2 QETABER 202325

St IT ®f Idb 4§
fBl i IS ufdreo

GG DI 91

T fEedl, 07 swomar 9 wy
s s % foom wed %
a s e #i w9t Tad
wawEl & drE i IR
gmfeemay  (Seie) 3
o H IS uiew Hnes
(VT W W UEem
T 0 # #| q F
35 ORI | | wiE Ff ‘T’
AR ‘v i 9 i e
6 W AT 13 TS W
‘W il 22 = E e
foelt 81 uwdish wawe sk
= fygr O¥tad = ufdem
WEH i 2

I dftEl & s
TR F g # g
uftae Tegs, TR &
F O 3R o W A e
A FEEW H | ¥ @
S B GEEArET % A 8S
wioea @ wE wiew w5
o urEtEl W u i 8s
uferra © %31 | 70 wfoera 9%
3 Ot uwSE W e A
g = =

F am 70 Wewd @
Fq § 50 Wewa O HE

aml O A A 3§ s

AT

g
[

» 13 dneAl @ 4 o
3R 22 @i firell < ¥dm
o fowEA Fram 3 vl ar
A 5 e ol don
50 uiowa | W 3 am
uReds H At F sm &
ag e od § 9 an =if 9
WA | et T v andE,
2026 = =T o
:{ﬁm wwclsh Wam § wfie
e TG
TR amﬂa;aml%_“ e}
=T T T A 9o 9%
2 fF T | AR 3 ot v
TEREE F 18 "R T R
fry € o v wweErsh W
whigf 31 s o W R
| Zifiedig 5 srEan = =l
e & arg =t gE g
A, Al ‘|’ & T
o THETH B AT U
gur % fu w@-faweem #g
ETrET U Hied S Hm|




AIRPORISAUT HORlTY QOF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DATNIEK JAGRAN

DELHT

2 QCTOBEER 2025

Stonig ot I # fodt 1t IeM
rrfﬁmmwaﬂvﬂﬁﬁmﬁ

% e, iF - 4 7
m?&mﬁqﬁma@ﬁ:w
fepaa e o1 S 339 Hael
& wire AT 3529 SeiaceneE
(Zrefdi) 4 <o 9 32
A (URETRT) Wi AT URel
Tbm =1 #1 € T § Wi 3s
TR | 4 FE S ‘0 el
e w3 wfae R & e
13 URAEl # e ai 22 A
T foel 21 vndial oee sl
2171 e St =) it wem

4 7|
A AR F 2 usdel =
T 4§ IiaweE Seae,
TR % WEEH, TR A,
:gwmﬂamﬁaﬂrmﬁﬁﬁ
T TEEW W OEE W

T &1
T & @5 85 Wi 9@
m 3 At TR F
‘gs* 3l 70 witwra 4 8s wfowE A
9 ai% apt vEStal 31 ' Sl

13 i

mzzﬁlﬁiﬂ
3T

ﬁm:l:rﬁamw
A Ugell AR
A D

Ui Ui ¥ ¥ wnfirer e

A & IR, U U o i T 9 AR TS T I a0
EEP TR v iRaEa B R R e
TURCI3 91 Pl 31 3R T SR el 21 | SIoiiY A SN o o
& v St e | o, Aol @ 3T e o vt @ 3
a9 4 gar & foe v - favcmm 3 S un few o)

d 7@ S §1 §HE 9 70 Wi
1 F9 W 50 Hivw 9% i at
uRerl ‘i’ Aot F afit so whew
# FH 3l TR uRST o sl o
amd #) =g i o d @ ar =l

F AT I T
2026 AT &1l

StolIY I & omfiret
IS UfRT&T 6! Bl i

o g
ﬂnﬁé’lﬁnmﬁ‘l&i’rwm
TauEH  AEEHl 2 UHEEIE

F TAIRMEUECH THSH ATE
WA, TR 3. R W e
4, ZIFUE TR UEUEE SRR
5 Wwwf-ﬂfﬂ'—'—
6. URIHEIE RN e WEae
fefies 7 ufraren ofquse @em
8. #fEm g aF R
UfaUsH o 32 T UfaUEH WEae
T FeTE 13, TS W TR
e s e = e = g e

auil A & 22 wwclad < 3T
ofquerl TREd 2 T ofauig
ffgez 2 = 9@ wIE 394 4

ﬂaﬂaniattm~ UFAl Ut ¢
AR YR BT e
mmw@uﬂmw
fafges 7. dfavim wET W
Wﬁfqv—b'rmuhv,m
TREHl 9. SiEgd TR SFEREHl
10, w-FE wWET TEEE 1)
12. 30 T T I3E oeREe
13, T2aE teiEe 2fm vl 14
A TE UfauyE oFEEH |s
nfqv?uﬁvmwhq?‘f
16. Wiesh- TR0 BIEII 17
o e wEeE EiEE s
TfEEn HiOTEE R ZHT uRed
fAfes 19, T W R F
200 °© HEH WHoE WiRT -
ez 21 mafEr s e
weee fafties 22 = 1 ofauye
W e |



HIeaia =

AIRPORTS AUTHO RiT‘l’ EJF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

Es DAINIK JAGRAN DELHTI 2 OQCTOBER Z0ZE

TIE HIEH & HRT S
o TeTse IR S”ac

UEA1 : TIFPH 4 e 31 78
2f5m o1 geiEe TN 62713 T
TEAR T W78 1 (39 39
T 0T U1 TORTE U9 39 @
Yl 81 e | 9% @ UeEe
] RV SFAE e 7190 | T8,
T3 W 1 721 3130 D1 Uelle wEd
632043 36 e fTA A TET
gl | U1 9 IS S arell 3ieal
I TeliEC 63805 - 40 iz foee
& 33 W | o S et 2 2
T e 65126 +1 19 o faem
37 1 | EE o e ShE
fomm T 652167 R TEn
st faem g gsmsd ) am)



AIRPORTS AUT HOPIT}‘ (JF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK NAVJYOTIL JATPUER 30 SEPTEMBER 2025

WEHSE Y& H
ariee & fow 3=
FETaee | Frwra
qa!wm'ga:mmz’h
T F e S -
ITAAEHON By
?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂmﬂ
Tt # 6 FEA A IE EEI
o o 9Bt 9 T W8
# # mEmE F ogE
A AR ZET=] TR
T, S A A
yﬁarmwrn#ﬁmrcﬁ-—f
T AT H T AT T
# yfem FF TR £



AIRPORTS AUTHO F?IT‘I’ OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEK NAVJYOTIL JATPUER 30 SEPTEMBEERE 2025

TE B TAEE T

AT AL H G A A A
A FETSE 1 A ] Fe e

msmm
RIFCIETR T Lo
T THA =T ==
TEI TR iz e ™
AR 1 TR

T WA 12.45 T TAT W
AR 5.55 T =g 5E = o v
e L
R AR AT | 3 e
ﬁmﬁmmqa‘nwwm



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 2 QETABER 2025

NEED TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE, SAYS REGULATOR

Most Pilot Training Schools Fail to
Mabke the Grade in DGCA Rankings

A SAFE FLIGHT

A

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: A ranking of pi-
lot training schools by the ci-
vilaviationregulator Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) showed that 63% of
these establishments need to
improve theirscores.

Out of the 35 institutes ran-
ked by DGCA, 22 received C
rankings, meaning they sco-
red less than 50% in the para-
meters and need to improve
their performance while 13
got B. None have managed to
getthe highest A+ or Arating,

While privately owned Chi-
mes Aviation Academy has be-
en ranked top, government-ow-
ned Indira Gandhi Rashtriva
Uran Academy (IGRUA) was
ranked 25th

Some of the primary parame-
ters used by DGCA include safe-
ty standards, performance,
compliance, student support,

Parameters used by DGCAinclude
safety standards, performance,
compliance, student support,

operationsand compliance torules

operations, and compliance to
rules. DGCA said that such ran-
kings will be published bi-annu-
ally, preferably in October and
April, and serve the dual purpo-
se of protecting student inter-
ests and ensuring a pipeline of
quality trained pilots

This is the first time DGCA is
grading flying schools in an ef-
fort to increase transparency of
these institutions among aspi-
ring pilots, amid several cras-
hes and incidents invelving
such schools and trainer air-
craft inrecent years.

DGCAs action came after an
increase in number of acci-

dents or serious incidents in fly-
ing schools over the last few ye-
ars which were primarily attri-
buted to inadequate aircraft ma-
intenance or not adhering to
safety rules.

However, multiple flying scho-
ols officials, that ET spoke to sa-
id that DGCA being a body
which is responsible for ensu-
ring compliance and safety of

flight schools should not be in-

volved in ranking them.

“DGCA is involved in certify-
ing the schools. They are autho-
rised to take action or even shut
themdown if they are notcomp-
liant to rules,,” an official said.

A system where DGCA itself is
grading the schools will, witho-
ut doubt, creates a bias in the
minds of DGCA’s officers du-
ring dealings with the schools
and will lead to unequal treat-
ment,” an official said.

While the education mini-
stry ranks professional trai-
ning organisations like engi-
neering and medical colleges,
and business schools, it is do-
ne by the National Institutio-
nal Ranking Framework un-
der based on multiple factors
like faculty-student ratio, fa-
culty experience, financial re-
sources and their utilisation.

A second official said scho-
ols in India suffer long delays
in obtaining various permis-
sions from DGCA or from in-
adequate numbers of trainers
and maintenance engineers.

“The administration should
first settle such issues to im-
prove the ease of doing busi-
ness,” he said.
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Jet fuel price jumps 3%

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
maw Delhi, October
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
prices were hiked by over 3%
and commercial LG ratesby
£15.50 percylin-

k) reduct iom fast month
The price hike will increase
the lunlenonmmmencial air
lines, for whom fuel makes
up almost $0% of the operat-
ing cost. No immediate com
ments could be

deronWednesday The price of obtained fmm
2 oll Armns revised commercial theairlines onthe
fuel pricesinline | pgusedin hotels impact of the
with global and restaurants prh:ndungn_
benchuna ks, 3 d Alom E‘ill‘h:'_l'lll
let fuel (ATE) mErmmaad by firms increased
price wWas ¥15.50 per the price of com
ncreased by 19-kg cylinder merdal LPGused

3,05 15 per ldlo-
fitre, or 3. 3%, to
293,766,012 perk]
inthenational capital — home
tnoneof the budest alrports in
theom |nrr:.l'.:|rrnrrir|.g1nﬂlnfr
owned fuel retaillers.

I'he moease comes on the
backofa 14t (T1,308.4 1 per

= in

hotels  and

restanrants by

£15.50 per 19-kg
oylinder. Commencial LPG now
osts 159550 In the
ek oyl capita L The hake tol
lows siv-monthly red uctions,
the last hr':mg of €51.50 on
September 1.
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Al Airbus set up pilot training facility in
Haryana, plans 1,000 crore investment

HEW DELHI

Air India and Airbus have
established a4 joint venture
training facility in Haryama to
train pilots for A320 and A350
family aircraft, with a planned
imvestment of over Rs 1000
crore for simulators.

The advanced pilot training
centre at the Air India
Aviation Training Academy
will train more than 5000
new pilots over the next dec-
ade, the airline said in a
release on Tuesday The equal
joint venture facility spread
over 12,000 sguare metres,
will have 10 full-flight simula-
tors, along with advanced

classrooms and briefing
rooms. It was inaugurated by

Civil Awviation Minister K
Rammohan Maidu on
Tuesdmy:

Currently, it has two full-
flight simulators for A320
family aircraft. The remaining
six A320 simulators and two
A350 simulators will be
installed progressively.

Naidu, in & post on X, said
the simulators will be
installed with an investment

of more than Rs 1,000 crore.
“Had the honour of inaugu-
rating the Air India-Airbus
Pilot Training Cenfre at Air
India’s Aviation Training
Academy alongside Airbus
Board  Chairman, Rene
Obermann and Air India
CEQ, Campbell Wilson
“Through this joint venture,
10 cutting-edge simulators,
including India's first A350
simulators, will be installed
with a planned investment of
over (Rs) 1000 crore” the
minister said in a post on X.

Jurgen Westermeier,
President and Managing
Director, Airbus India and

South Asia, said it is more
than a joint venture.
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MEW DELHI

IndiGo flight
to Delhi gets
bomb threat

AnIndiGaflight from
Mumbai to the national
capital received a bomb
threat on Tuesday mam-
ing, according to a source,
The flight 6E 762 had
around 200 people an
board and the security
agencies found the threat
to be non-specific, the
source told PTI, A security
threat was noticed
onboard IndiGo flight 6E
762 operating from
Mumbai to Delhion
Tuesday, an IndiGo spo-
kespersan said.
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SERIOUS IMPACT | Ticket prices to go up and itineraries threatened

ulf flight cuts create
crisis for Malabar NRIs

Adr India Express decision to
pull back multiple direct
Gulf routes from Keralain its
upcoming winter schedule
has prompted outery from
Malayali expatriate com-
munities,  especially  in
Malabar, who warn of esc-
alating costs, disrupted iti-
neraries, and diminished
access, Community leaders
and political figures are la-
belling the move discri-

minatory and demanding
urgent redress.
The cuts include susp-

ension of services between
Thiruvananthapuram  and
DubaifAbu  Dhabi  from
October, and termination of
direct links from Kozhikode
and Kannur to Gulf desti-
nations. The airline has also
ceased its Kuwait-Goa ro-
ute, effectively severing the
only direct connection for

Malabar passengers from
Kuwait,
Operators and  analysts

suggest the reductions ref-
lect route rationalisation

Fares already up

Airfare monitoring already shows upward press-
ure: with fewer direct options, travellers face inf-
lated costs for indirect options plus the burden
of additional hotel and transit expenses. In peak
seasons, community sources report fare escala-
tions as high as fourfold for certain Kerala-Gulf
legs.

Behind the scenes, the Air India Group is cont-
ending with pressures across the network,
inclu- ding rising input costs, route yield volatili-
ty, and regulatory constraints. The airline’s cap-
acity reallocation may favour more profitable or
resilient international and domestic routes. Op-
erational safety constraints borne of previous
route realignments in sensitive airspace zones
also feed into strategic planning.

under cost pressure, though
Gulf sectors from Kerala
have often been among the
more vital and high-volume
international links.

Expats in Kinwait say they
are now stranded by the
cuts. The Kozhikode District
NRI Association warned that
removal of direct links will
force travellers into longer,
more expensive layover iti-
neraries. Some community
voices are petitioning Gulf
carriers like Kuwait Airways
and Jazeera Airways to la-
unch direct services to
Kozhikode and Kannur.

While the airline has not
issued a full public brea-
kdown, industry insiders
point toa mix of surging fuel
and operational costs, co-
mpressed vields on low-cost
international segments, and
shifts in traffic patterns, Alr
India’s broader strategy of
remouting flights to  avoid
geopolitical turbulence in
certain Gulf airspaces may
also influence route eco-
nomics.

Kerala state leaders have
pressed  for intervention.

Shashi Tharoor, MP from
Thiruvananthapuram, wrote
o Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson, warning: “Kerala is
one of the busiest aviation
hubs ... any curtailment will
cause severe hardship to
migrant workers, students,
tourists and families” He
urged that the airline “must
stop treating Kerala as an
afterthought,” alluding to
earlier withdrawal of bus-
iness-class service on the
Delhi-Trivandrum  sector.
Tharoor added that carriers
like IndiGo and Akasa are
“waiting in the wings su-
ggesting  passenger migr
ation if Air India does not
TEVETSE COlTSE.

V. D. Satheesan, Leader of
Opposition in Kerala’s Le-
gislative Assembly, has also
sought Union government
action. He claimed that se-
rvices are being shifted to
airports such as Mangaluru,
Jaipur and Lucknow, red-
ucing  options  for  Gulf-
bound Malayalis. Moreover,
he argued that the Gulf ro-
utes from Kerala are trad-
itionally profitable.



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHT 2 OQCTOBER Z0zh5

) Hinhustan Times

Airbus HI125 choppers
set to be built in K'taka

Rahul Singh

letters@ hindustant imes com

NEW DELHE: Airbuson Wednes-
day announced that it will setup
a production line for the HI2Z5
helicopters in partnership with
Tata Advanced Systems Limited
{TASL) at Vemagal in Karnataka,
the fourth such facility in world
(after France, the US and Brazil)
and India’s first helicopter final
assembly line in private sector.

Karnataka was among the
four states shortlisted by Airbus
to build the single-engine heli-
copter in the country.

“The ‘Made in India’ H125 hel-
icopter will help develop new
civil and para-public market seg-
ments and also meet the Indian
armed forces' requirement fora
light multi-role helicopter...
Plans include a military version,
the H125M, to be offered out of
this Indian factory with...indig-
enised components and technol-
ogies,” Airbus said.

The first H125 is expected to
roll out of the facility in early
2027, and the choppers built in
Inclia will be exported to south
Asian countries too, “Indiais an
ideal helicopter country. A
Made in India” helicopter will
help develop this market and

The first HIZ25 is expected to
roll out of the facility in carly
2027, HT PHOTO

position helicopters as an essen-
tial tool for nation-building,”
said Airbus India and South Asia
president Jurgen Westermeier.

The final assembly line (FAL)
in India will initially produce 10
H125s a year, with production
being ramped up as orders grow,
Airbus has projected a demand
for 500 light helicopters of H125
class in the country and south
Asia during the next 20 years.

“Tata Advanced Systems is
proud to be the first private sec-
tor company in India to build
helicopters. This will bolster
both civil and defence require-
ments, This is our second FAL
(the other being for C-295 air-
craft) in collaboration with Air-
bus and further reinforces the
parmership between Tata and
Airbus for India..” TASL CEQ
Sukaran Singh said.
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DELHI-BOUND
INDIGO FLIGHT
RECEIVES HOAX
BOMB THREAT

Neha LM Tripathi

neha. tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi-bound
IndiGo flight from Mumbai
received a hoax bomb threat
mid-air on Tuesday morning,
triggering an alarm among
security agencies, officials
aware of the details said.

“A crew member found a
threat note with ‘BOMB’ writ-
ten on it in one of the lavatories
and told the pilot. The pilot
alerted the local air traffic con-
trol (ATC),” an official privy to
the matter said.

A second official said a bomb
threat assessment committee
(BTAC) was formed immedi-
ately at both Mumbai and Delhi
airports to assess the situation
and decide on the next course
of action.

An IndiGo spokesperson
confirmed the incident and
said, “A security threat was
noticed onboard IndiGo flight
GE 762 operating from Mumbai
to Delhi on 30 September 2025.
Following the established pro-
tocol, we informed the relevant
authorities immediately and
fully cooperated with them in
carrying out the necessary
security checks before the air-
craft was cleared for opera-
tions.”

The officials cited above said
upon being informed of the
threat, the aircraft was given
priority landing and was
parked in a secluded bay.

“The aircraft was thoroughly
checked before declaring it
safe,” the second official cited
above said.
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Al to train 5,000 new

pilots over a decade

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Air India says it will train
more than 5,000 new pi-
lots over the next decade at
a training facility it un-
eviled on Tuesday here.

The centre now has two
Airbus A320 simulators
and will add 8 more over
time, including India’s first
A350 simulators helping
the airline save costs and
resources on sending pi-
lots overseas for training.

“This facility is a major
step forward in our trans-
formation journey and in
making Air India and the
Indian aviation industry
more self-reliant,” AI CEO
Campbell Wilson said.

The centre will even-
tually have 21 simulators,
including those of Boeing.

The Air India Training
Academy is likely to train

The training centre will
eventually have 21 simulators

Al professionals, including
pilots, cabin crew, ground
handling, engineering and
security staff over the next
few years and host man-
agement training pro-
grammes. Al a is also in the
process of setting up South
Asia’s largest Flying Train-
ing Organisation (FTO) at
Amravati in Maharashtra.

Al has planned an air-
craft maintenance engi-
neering school for supply
of skilled engineers.
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India proposes easing
aircraft leasing conditions

s‘h- i TP o oC e

New Delhid: India's aviation regulafor has pro-
peandd remasdng the meandiate the airlinescan only
take plaes on lease with crew In emergencies,
et regukations show, Ina move that could make
It easher forearriens o tde over any adrorafl shors-
ges The proposed miles could help alriines Hke
InadiGGo whileh has talien two planes with crewan
sov-rallesd wet lesse froan Turkish Aldines revmens
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ATF price hiked 3%, commercial
LPG rates by Rs 15.50 per cylinder

NEW DELHI: Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) prices were
hiked by over 3 per cent and
commercial LPG rates by Bs
15.50 per cylinder on Wednes-
day as oil firms revised fuel
prices in line with global
benchmarks.

Jet fuel (ATF) price was
increased by Rs 3,052.5 per
kilolitre, or 3.3 per cenl, to Rs
93,766.02 per kl in the national
capital - home to one of the
busiest airports in the country,
according o state-owned [uel
retailers. The increase comes
on the back of a 1.4 per cent
{Rs 1,308.41 per kl) reduction
last month.

The price hike will increase
the burden on commercial air-
lines, for whom fuel makes up
almaost 40 per cent of the oper-
ating cost

Mo immediate comments
could be obtained [rom the
airlines on the impact of the
price change.

The ATF price in Mumbai
was hiked to Rs 87.714.39 per
kl from Rs 84,832 83 per ki,

The price hike will
increase the burden
on commercial
airlines, for whom
fuel makes up
almost 40% of the
operating cost

while those in Chennai and
Kolkata were increased to Rs
96,816.58 and Rs 97,302, 14 per
kl, respectively.

Rates differ from city to city,

dEpl:ndi:nH on the incidence of

loscal taxes such as VAT,

hlungsidr, oil firms
increased the price of commer-
clal LPG used in hotels and res-
taurants by Bs 1550 per 19-kg
cylinder Commercial LPG
now costs Rs 1,59550 in the
national capital.

The hike follows six-monthly
reductions, the last being of Rs
51.50 on September L. In the
six reductions, prices were cul

by Bs 223 per bottle since April

0l prices have firmed since
the last revision mainly because
tﬂlgu.'lpuliticai TEASONS, NECes-
sitating the changes in retail
rates. Prices of ATF and LPG
differ from state (o state,
depending on the incidence
of local taxes, |.r||:|u|.!1111_ar VAT,

The rate of cooking gas used
in domestic households, how-
ever, remained unchanged at
Rs 853 per 14.2-kg cylinder.
The price of the domestic LPG
was hiked by Rs 50 per cylin-
der in April.

State-owned Indian Oil Cor-

ation (I0C), Bharat Petro-
eum Corporation Lid (BPCL),
and Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Lid (HPCL) revised
prices of ATF and cooking gas
on the first of every month
based on the average price of
benchmark international fuel
and foreign exchange rate.

Donmestic rates of petrol
and diesel continue to remain
[rozen. Rates were cut by Rs
2 per litre in mid-March last
year, ahead of the general
elections. MPLT
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DGCA rankings: No FTO gets top rating

receive

‘Out of 35 Flying Training Organisations, 13 get B while 22

NEW DELHI: Avistion regu-
lator DGCA has come out with
its first-ever ranking of flying
training organisations in the
country, and none of the 35
organisations in the list have

managed to get top ratings of

A+'and A

Out of the 35 Flying Train-
ing Organisations (FTOs), 13
got "B and 22 received '’ rank-
ings, according to the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). Operational aspects,
FTO performance, safety stan-
dards, compliance standards
and assistance to students are
taken into consideration for
evaluating the FTOs under
four categories. Those having
a score of 85 per cent and above
are classified as A+" and those
with score of 70 per cent to less
than 85 per cent are categorised
as ‘A

FTOs having a scone of less
than 7 per cent to 50 per cent
are in "B’ category and those
with a score below 50 per cent
are in the 'C’ category.

According to the regulator,
5 FT'Os were excluded trom
the current rankings as 4 of
them were yet to complete 18
months of operations and 1

FI('s approval was not valid
as on August 31.

“FT0s falling under category
‘" will receive a notice from
DA fior self-analysis towards
improvement af their perfor-
mance! the watchdog said in a
public notice along with the list
released on Tuesday:

There are 13 FT'Os in cat-
egary ‘B’ - Chimes Aviation
.-‘|.|:;.'.|:!h.':T|'\_|.', SVEMs NMIMS
Academy of Aviation, Shir-
pur, Bihar Flying Club, Orient
Flights Aviation Acadeny, Skoy-

CLOSER LOOK

o Mone of the 35 orgonisations In I!-E I'slhcrvenmnugedm get
top rotings of A+ and ‘A’

» Oiperational aspects, FTO performance, sofety standards,
complionce standords ond ossistonce to students are taken info
considerafion for evaluafing the FTOs under four categories

» Those hoving o score of BS per cent ond obove ore closified
as ‘A+' ond those with score of 70 per cent to less than B5 per
cent are categorised as ‘&

» FTO= having o score of less than 70 per cent to 50 per cent are
in ‘B' category and those with o score below 50 per cent are in
the “C’ category

NEF ESINTRIIVE L

% 5 FTOs weare exduded from the current ronkings as 4 of them
were yet to complete 1B months of operations and 1 FTOS
opproval wos not valid os on August 31

nex Aero Pvit Lid, FSTC Flying
School Pet Lid, Patiala Aviation

Club, Haryana Institute of Civil
Aviation and Jet Serve Aviation
Pyt Lud, as per the list.

Others in this category are
Magpur Flying Club, National
Flying Training Institute, Ban-
asthali Vidyapith Gliding and
Flying Club and Rajiv Gan-
dhi Academny for Aviation
Technology.

Dunes  Aviation Acad-
emy, Garg Aviations Lid, The
Bombay Flying Club, Chetak

Aviation, Elvi Air Training
Orrganisation Pvi Lid, Acad-
emy of Carver Aviation Pvt
Ltd, Ambitians Fhying Club Pyt
Lid, Fytech Aviation Acaderny,
Indian Flying Academy, Sha-
Shib Flying Acadenyy, Gov-
ernment Aviation Training
Institute, Indira (Gandhi Rash-
triya Uran Akademi {(IGRUA},
Redbird Flight Training Acad-
emy and Telangana State Avia-
tion Acadeny have received C
rating. Other entities that are
in the "C' category are Alche-

mist Aviation Pvt Lid, Fal-
con Aviation Academy, Wings
Aviation Pvt Ltd, Asia Pacific
Flight Training Academy Ltd,
The Guijarat HunL, Club, The
Madhya Pradesh Flying Club
Ltd, Pioneer Flying Acadeny
Pvt Lid and Blue Ray Aviation
Pt Lid

FIOs provide training for
pilots and ather aviation pro-
tessionals, The rankings will
be published biannually, and
the next one will be issued on
April 1, 2026, AGEHCIES
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DGCA ranking on pilot
training, no organisation

makes it to top grades

S LALITHE @ rew Dels

NO Aving trainlng organiss
i (FTO) in Inedin b made i
o the Lo U0 calegories im e
Ltest ranking nonownsced by
e Divecoorse General of Che-
il Awintion (DGCA pon Wedines
day. For thee [lest s, the pegs
lator has ranked flying schaals
based on salely, Infrasirsciute,
and thequality of training pro
vided to cudets

The rmnnkings =how that Z2 m
ut bt tes wene placed iothe B oot
, while 15 were in the ©
ndegory. These in the C cntépo
ey Wil recelve notlees from
the DGCA to ponduct a
sell-assesament.

The evaluntion covered @
abeyear perlod bom Seplem-
ber I, D4, to Awgest 1, BEKS
Thie DGC A has apnoimesd that
the nexi ranking will be re
Jeased on Apell 1, 2036,

Thee 1M A's ranking syst=m
has four categories based on
owverall scores: A+ for seores of
AR % and abowve, A i seores he
el 0 A 5%, B for scores
Erbwgene b 8 s Wt o C For
scores below S0%

Copitain © 5 Randbhwn,
president of the Feder
ation of Indinn Pilots
Assoclatlon, told this
nowspaper that theme 88
has been o gensral de-
cline m the quality of
iralning across flylng
gehionls. He also pointed ol
that infrastructurs |s Lecking
and stated thar the DGO AS ex-
ereise is intended 1o enomur
age schools to improve. He
mibcderd thint m frnines spends e
tween 256 lakh and €460 lakh
over an 1R month progrmmms
1o beaame & pliat, and they
mitst pedelve proper training

E

P Iﬂl; -FTTIH‘- '.I"I‘.l.l.
OREANISATIO NS PERFORM

B and A No organiation
kg aualifies

12 arademies
Branki
" guailty
13 acadernles
T Rark
& oualty
Bottorn catefedy to ecehe
natice from DECA

lor this Lmves et
The svaluation eriterin in
cloded operationnl] aspects
{40%:), safvty smndnds (0% )
FTO performance {30 k o
Mimnee stnmdnrds (104% 1 ond
asiatanes o standnmds (10% )
Oipernd innal rspectscnn
sidered factors such ns
the student-to-alreraft
and student-to-lnstroe:
e rod e, fleed sixe and
avallsh iy of ground
schinols and simulators
Salety st ndards were syl
eated based on the mumber of
acchifients and incidentds in the
past year witl '.H.'I'.II'HL'S. Far
nopereparting FTO perfarm
ance wasevalused based a the
average timae tnkoen bn comple b
175 howrs ol fiying time an adr
emft, while crmplinnee encom
pas g ehservallons mades dir
Ing THGCA inspectinns
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26-yr-old held for
heckling MLA
mid-air AT flight

A Fyear-old passenger was
beoked by Lucknow police fol-
lowing a mid-air confrontation
with Gauriganj MLA Rakesh
Pratap Singh aboard Air India
fiight Al 837 from Delhi to Lise
know The passenger, Samad
Aliof Fatehpur, was returning
from Jeddah.

The incident took place on
Tuesday and an FIR was lodged
agninst Samad Allat Sarojining.
gar police station on the basis of
acomplaint dged by the MLA

Singh snid Al had been using
abusive language lowdly, and
upon confrontation, Ali alleg
edly argued and pushed him.
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Flights diverted

B NEW DELMI: Heavy rain
and thunderstorms
foread the diversion of
at least five flights from
Delhi to Jaipur between
12.15pm and 12 30pm
on Tuesday, an alrport
official sald Alrlines, In-
cluding IndiGo, Air India
and SpiceJot, warned
passengers of delays as
bad weather disrupted
operatlons. Fm
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No flying schools in
India get A+ or A tag

Saurabh Sinha |Tnn

New Delhi: No flving trai-
ning organisation (FTO) in
India has been placed in the
top A+ or A category in the
first-ever ranking published
by Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) Tuesday:

Based on multiple para-
meters such as safety record
and the time taken to comp-
lete the required flyving ho-
urs for a commercial pilot 1i-
cence, FTOs scoring 85% and
above are ranked A++, those
scoring between 70-84.99%
as A+, 50-69.99% as A, and
below 50% as B.

Thirteen FTOs—Chimes
Aviation Academy, SVEM's
NMIMS Academy of Avia-
tion Shirpur, Bihar Flying
Club, Orient Flights Avia-
tion Academy, Skynex Aero,
FSTC Flying School, Patiala

e

SUBPAR FLIGHT

Aviation Club, Haryana In-
stitute of Civil Aviation, Jet
Serve Aviation, Nagpur Fly-
ing Club, National Flying
Training Institute, Banast-
hali Vidvapith Gliding & Fly-
ing Club, and Rajiv Gandhi
Academy for Aviation Tech-
nology —have been placed in
the B category Twenty-two
FTOs have been placed in the
Ceategory, including govt-ow-
ned Indira Gandhi Rashtriyva
Uran Akademi. DGCA has
sent them “a notice for self-
analysis towards improving

their performance.” *“The
idea behind the ranking is to
improve FTOs both in terms
of safety record and student-
friendliness. Therewillbesig-
nificant churn and improve-
ment among the schools, as
they work toeitherraiseorre-
tain their ranking and beco-
me more attractive to stu-
dents. We hope to see some
FTOs in the A category next
time," said a source.

The FTO rankings will be
published biannually, “prefe-
rably on Oct 1 and April 1 of
every yvear” Currently, even
after paying several lakhs,
many students have to virtu-
ally “beg” to complete their
flying hours in most schools.
DGCA hopes the ranking sy-
stem will encourage schools
to improve performance and
help aspiring pilots choose
better institutions.
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