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More passengers using fast-track

immigration clearance at airport

Nearly 160 passengers now go through the immigration process quickly via exclusive gates every day, without having to
wait in serpentine queues. Installation of e-gates is under way at the Tiruchi airport to introduce the fast-track facility

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

even months since its
launch, the fast-track
immigration  pro-
gramme is gaining momen-
tum at Chennai airport. Ev-
ery day, nearly 160
passengers now go through
the immigration process
quickly via exclusive gates,
without having to wait in
serpentine queues.

In January, Fast Track
Immigration-Trusted Tra-

veller’s Programme (FTI-

TTP) was implemented at
the airport. Following this,
passengers gradually be-
gan using the facility. The
FTI-TTP was launched to
enable speedy completion
of the procedures.

How does it work?

Indian nationals or foreign
nationals with OCI Card
(Overseas Citizen Of India)

can apply to be part of FTI-

TTP. First, they must regis-
ter in the portal (https://
ftittp.mha.gov.in) and then
record their fngerprint

Gaining traction: Officials of the Airports Authority of India say this system is slowly gaining patronage.
Once enrolled in the programme, passengers can utilise it for five years. FILE PHOTO

and facial image with the
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Office. After verifi-
cation, the data will be
uploaded in the system. On
the day of travel, passen-
gers should scan their
boarding pass, passport,
and their fingerprint at the
e-gate for biometric verifi-
cation. There are four e-
gates each in the departure
and four at the arrival hall
for these passengers. Also,

for people who want to re-
gister at the airport, there
is one help desk each at the
departure, arrival, and se-
curity hold area respective-
ly. Once enrolled in the
programme, passengers
can utilise it for five years
or till the expiry of pass-
port. From about 10 per-
sons using the facility on an
average every day at Chen-
nai airport in January, the
number has risen to 160.

Officials of Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) said this
programme is slowly gain-
ing pace at the airport. “We
encourage passengers to
register for this pro-
gramme. It works similar to
DigiYatra under which pas-
sengers have separate
queues and faster clea-
rance. It will help in easing
the congestion during the
immigration process. So-
metimes, bunching of

There is one help
desk each at the

departure, arrival,
and security hold

areas for passengers
to register

flights may happen bet-
ween 2 am. and 4 a.m.
when many international
aircraft land one after the
other. Queues at the immi-
gration and the waiting
time become long. So, they
can avoid standing in the
queue if they enrol for this
programme,” an offcial
said.

Airports at New Delhi,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Kolkata, Mumbai, and Ben-
galuru are equipped with
these gates. Sources said
the registrations are ex-
pected to go up soon when
the facility is introduced in
many more airports.

Next, FTI-TTP facility
will be available in Tiruchi
airport as well and the in-
stallation of the e-gates are
under way now.
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‘Delhi airport emerged as a preferred transit hub’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
HEW DELHI, SEPT.

Delhi alrpart has
emerged as A preferred
troisie hub with 44%
surge In international-to
tntornat ionnl (41
transfers, acoording to
latest Imbermation-al Adir
Transpert  Association
(IATA) data.

This increasa is due to |
tie] segment growth jump
o 3,80, 000 in FY-2083 o
1.4 million in FY-2025
aml the spike outpaces
the overall transfer traf-
e growth, making Delhi
a preferred hub for con-
necting long-haul routes,

sald Delhi alrport operi-
tor Delhi International
Alrport Limbted (DIAL)
The DIAL adldled il
Delhl nirport stamds out
me the hest directly oon-
nected atrport fo Borth
America and Europe in
Soiith  and Southenst
Asia, offering unamotched
global acoessibility for
PRSSENTETS traveling
throogh or to India. *This
strategle  connectivity
pa with robest infra-
structure  and transit-
friendly services. is pro-
pelling Delhi's stnture ns
thee prodiermed intarnathon-
ml layover mirport in the
rugion,” the DIAL said

» DELHI AIRPORT, with

among the top 10 hub air-
ports in the Asia-Pacific
and Middle East region,
M:url:ﬁrlng to the 2024 air
conmectivity ranking
“Dethi Alrport's strate-
gle  Jocotion  in the
East-West corridor posk
thons it 0% m pivotnl gade-
way Fr  International
connectivity, Early suc
cesses,  such s (e
Cenirnl  Asia-Thailand
raue, inderscore the air-

ports growing role in
[acilitating senmless
transfors across reglons
With  Alr  Imadis  amd
IndiGo preparing to
expand operations amd
introduce milditional
wide-body atreraft, the
potential for new routes
ani enhanced connectivi-
1y I8 set to acoelerate The
current surge in transfer
passenger traffllc is a
strong ndicator of this
growth trajectory, sig-
tealling substamt kal ogpor
funities In the years
ahead,” the DIAL said.

The catalysts befind the
growih is the fact tha
Daelhl became Central

Asia-Thalland corridor
after  IndiGo  lounched
round trips connecting
Banghok and  Phuket
with Almaty Tashkent,
Thilisk and Haku, trigger
ing an approximate 500%
Inerease i [-bo-0 transfers
via these routes.

Dedhi alrport, with s=am-
less conmect vty v aroimd
150destinations worldwide,
b5 the ondy Dbian adrpart bo
Do amonkg the top 10 b

in the Asta-Paciflc
and Mildle Easg reglon, as
per 203 air commectivity
ranking rehesased by
Alrports Council
International Asin-Pacific
B Middle East reoently
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“Centre to involve ICAO in

height norms around airports’

]
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre will conduct a
study led by international ex-
perts on the height restrie-
ton scenario around air-
ports to accelerate urban
development under the
concept of ‘Aerotropolis’.

Speaking to businessline,
on the sidelines of NARED-
CO's 17 Mational Conven-
tion , Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said the government wants
the international civil avi-
ation body ICAO to play a
central role in this study.

At present, height restric-
tions around airports pose a
challenge for urbanisation in
several metropolises, includ-
ing Mumibai, Hyderabad and
Kolkara.

ICAD TO STUDY
“If some countries are able
to do it, then we should also

Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu

be able to do it,” Naidu said ,
citing the examples of New
York, London, Hong Kong
and Dubai, where high-rise
construction exists in close

proximity to  airports
without compromising
safety standards.

Minister Naidu said the
government is setting up a
committee that will work
closely with ICAO, bur the
primary responsibility of the
stmudy will restwith the inter-
national civil aviation body.

According to  Minister
Naidu, the scope of the study

will also touch upon techno-
logy upgrades and such a re-
view is in line with the “Viksit
Bharat' vision.

“Sometimes there are very
old systems thar we are us-
ing. If we can upgrade them
to the latest technology, that
gives us a certain leverage,”
he said. He emphasizsed that
airports  should not be
viewed in isolation, but
rather as economic hubs,
such as ‘Aerotropolis’,

“Aerot lis iz a ci
which sun:rpr?unds the m?
port... all different kinds of
concepts come in,” he said,
adding that the Centre may
call on States to hold joint
consultations to develop de-
tailed plans.

While addressing the con-
vention, Naidu announced
that the government would
make efforts to amplify real
estate activities within close
proximity to apeoming air
ports in order to ensure sec-
toral growth.
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Govt Looks to Connect Airport
Charges with Customer Service

AERA proposes monthly
monitored quality
benchmarks to boost
passenger experience

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India plans to link
airport tariffs charged by opera-
torstoservice standards mainta-
ined by them inorder to improve
passenger experience, a govern-
ment consultation paper revie-
wed by ET shows.

The Airports Economic Regu-
latory Authority of India (AE-
RA), which regulates tariffs at
major Indian airports, has pro-
posed service guality bench-
marks that would be embedded
in the tarifit regulation and mo-
nitored monthly

“Performance standards will
be linked to airport tariffs thro-
ugh a balanced framework that
incorporates both rate cuts for
non-compliance and incentives
for exceeding benchmarks,” the
paper said.

The AERA currently fixes air-
port charges for five vears based
on capital expenditure by the
operator. It takes into account
the airport's revenue and expen-

diture based on parameters such
as operating costs, depreciation
and non-aero revenue while de-
termining tariffs, so that the ope-
rator makes a reasonable profit,

With most of the country's ma-
jorcitieshavingasingle large ga-
teway, India’s airports are often
natural monopolies or have limi-
ted competition, leaving pas-
sengers without acholce.

Publiec complaints about poor

PRICING RESET

service standards have been in-
creasing with many raising long
wait times for check-in or while
reclaiming bags at airports. Ac-
cording to some, service stan-
dards have worsened despite in-
creasing user charges.
Earlierthis vear, a parliamenta-
rv standingcommittee criticised
*arbitrary tariff"’ charged by se-
veral airport operators and di-
rected the AERA to explain the
corresponding amenities and in-
frastructure made for the pas-
sengers bvusing this revenue,
The AERA has proposed multi-
ple parameters that will be

checked to determine financial
disincentives for non-complian-
ce or incentive for ensuring
compliance on a monthly basis,
The regulator has devised a for-
mula based on which it will eit-
her deduct or increase tariffs
like the user development fee or
landing and parking charges.
The parameters are classified
into two parts: objective and sub-
jective, Ohjectives include 32 me-

Currently, ratesare fixed for 5 years
= based on operator costs, revenues,
and investmentsto ensure fair profits

asurahle parameters like securi-
ty check in time, time taken for
passengers to receive baggage,
availability of bagzage trolleys
and seating inside the terminal.
Subjective parameters include
cleanliness of the airport or the
ambience inside the terminal.

Leading private operator-run
airports like Delhi, Mumbaiand
Bengaluru must regularly satis-
{y global standards as part of the-
ir contract with the povernment.
To be fair, they have consistently
outranked their US and Europe-
an counterparts in terms of ser-
vice standards.
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VIP Road’s Ultadanga-

bound flank repaired

KOLKATA: The Ultadanga-
bound flank of VIP Road
between Kolkata airport and
Haldiram crossing has finally
undergone repairs over the
weekend, bringing relief to

commuters after months of

navigating traffic snarls and
safety hazards caused by the
damaged road surface.

The work, which began on
Friday evening and was com-
pleted early Sunday, covered
around 120 metres. The poor
condition of the stretch had
turned the short drive from Air-
port crossing to Keshtopur fly-
over into a 25-30 minute ordeal.
The PWD had earlier attempted
repairs in mid-July but mon-
soon showers and heavy con-
gestion disrupted the schedule.
Only about 60 metres were cov-

ered with paver blocks, while the
remaining section deteriorated.

In the weeks that followed,
large craters were loosely
filled with bricks, gravel and
stone chips.

But the uneven surface left
commuters vulnerable. “It was
frustrating to spend 25 minutes
covering less than a kilometre.
The loose chips made it worse
for bikers,' said a commuter.

Another pointed out that
makeshift patchwork “only
slowed vehicles and never
solved the problem” Bidhan-
nagar police, in charge of traf-
fic along the corridor, said they
had repeatedly flagged concerns
and warned of accident risks.
“With the work completed, traf-
fic movement has improved,” a
senior official said. MPOST
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Preferred hub: 1GI records
244% rise in int’l transfers

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Airport has
emerged as a preferred transit
hub, with a 244% surge in in-
ternational-to-international
transfers (I-to-I). Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited (DI-
AL) said on Monday that I-to-1
transfers jumped from 3,88,000
in FY 2023 to 13.4 lakh in FY
2025, according to data from In-
ternational Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA).

DIAL said, “Delhi Airport
today stands out as the best di-
rectly connected airport to
North America and Europe in
South and Southeast Asia, of-
fering unmatched global ac-
cessibility for passengers tra-
velling through or to India, ac-
cording to IATA Airport 1S da-
ta. This strategic connectivity,
paired with robust infrastruc-
ture and transit-friendly servi-
ces, is propelling DEL's stature
as the preferred international
layover airport in the region.”

With Air India and IndiGo
preparing to expand opera-
tions and introduce additio-

nal wide body aircraft, the po-
tential for new routes and en-
hanced connectivity is set to
accelerate. The current surge
in transfer passenger traffic
is a strong indicator of this
growth trajectory.

“The exponential growth
of 244% in I-to-l transfers at
Delhi Airport is a strong testa-
ment to our emergenceasaglo-
bal transit hub. This achieve-
ment is the result of our efforts
and commitment to providing
seamless connectivity, best-in-
class infrastructure and world-
class passenger experience
Aligned with Govt of India's
strategic vision to position Del-
hi as a leading international
transit gateway, we have been
continuously working to build
a hub that connects conti-
nents,” said DIAL CEO Videh
EKumarJaipuriar,

DIAL said Delhi Airport,
with connectivity to around
150 destinations worldwide, is
the only Indian airport to be
among the top 10 hub airports
in the Asia-Pacific and Midd-
le Eastregion.
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Regulator plans
fines if airports falil
service standards

Consultation
Paper To Create
Performance
Standards Issued

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dirty toilets. De-
lays in baggage retrieval.
Long queues at check-in, se-
curity and immigration.
Airports may soon pay for
these lapses with reduced
userdevelopment fees under
a proposal from Airports
Economic Regulatory Aut-
hority (AERA).

The regulator has issued
aconsultation paper to crea-
te uniform performance
standards for all major air-
ports —those handling more
than 35 lakh passengers an-
nually —and link complian-
ce to tariff structures. Re-
wards will be offered for ex-
ceeding standards, penalties
imposed for failing them.

“Airport services are
characterised by natural
monopoly or limited compe-
tition, wherein users have 1i-

Ieanliness. avaiahi[ity of basic
facilities, and use of tech such as

Digi Yatra and immigration
e-gates will also be assessed

mited options on service
providers. In such an envi-
ronment, the role of the re-
gulator extends beyond ta-
riff determination to ensu-
ring that services are delive-
red efficiently,
transparently, and to a stan-
dard that meets both opera-
tional and user expecta-
tions,” the paper states.

The proposed standards
cover maximum wait times
at every touchpoint —termi-
nal entry, check-in, security,
immigration and baggage
retrieval. Cleanliness, avai-
lahility of basic facilities,
and use of tech such as Digi
Yaira and immigration e-ga-
tes will also be assessed.

“These standards are in-
strumental in safeguarding
passenger interests, enhan-

cing accountability, and pro-
moting continuous improve-
ment across airport opera-
tions,” AERA said.

Theauthority planstoca-
tegorise airports handling
over 60 lakh passengers se-
parately, citing differences
in infrastructure and opera-
tional complexity. Third-
party audits will verify
compliance.

While airlines, CISF, Bu-
reau of Immigration and
ground-handling agencies
handle specific functions,
airport operators must en-
sure adequate counters and
infrastructure, an industry
insidersaid.

“The aviation ecosystem
is inter-linked. Ensuring
checked-in baggage is on
convevor belt within allo-
wed time is the airline’s re-
sponsibility. A ground hand-
ling agency does this job for
the airline and the agency
has an agreement with the
airport operator. Check-inis
airline’s responsibility, se-
curity check is CISF’s... eve-
rything is connected,” the
insidersaid. A stakeholders’
meeting is slated for next we-
ek. Commentis on the propo-
salare open until Sept 24.
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Baggage delay, dirty
toilets could result
in airport fee cuts

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dirty toilets. De-
lays in baggage retrieval.
Long queues at check-in, se-
curity and immigration. Air-
ports may soon pay for these
lapses in service with redu-
ceduser development fees un-
dera proposal from Airports
Economic Regulatory Autho-
rity (AERA).

Theregulator has issueda
consultation paper to create
uniform performance stan-
dards for all major airports —
those handling more than 35
lakh passengers annually —
and link compliance to tariff
structures. Rewards will be
offered for exceeding stan-
dards. Penalties imposed for
failing them.

*Airport services are cha-
racterised by natural mono-
poly or limited competition,
wherein users have limited
options on service providers,
In such an environment, the
role of the regulator extends
beyond tariff determination
to ensuring that services are
delivered efficiently, transpa-
rently, and to a standard that
meets both operational and
user expectations,” the con-
sultation paper states.

The proposed standards
cover maximumwaittimesat

every touchpoint — terminal
entry, check-in, security, im-
migration and baggage retri-
eval. Cleanliness, availability
of basic facilities, and use of
tech such as Digi Yatra and
immigration e-gates will also
be assessed. “These stan-
dards are instrumental in sa-
feguarding passenger inter-
ests, enhancing accountabili-
tv and promoting continuous
improvement across airport
operations,” AERA said.

ATTEMPT TO ENSURE
SERVICE STANDARDS

The authority plans to ca-
tegorise airports handling
over 60 lakh passengers sepa-
rately, citing differences in in-
frastructure and operational
complexity. Third-party au-
dits will verify compliance.

“The aviation ecosystem
is interlinked. Ensuring
checked-in baggage is on con-
veyor belt within allowed ti-
me is the airline’s responsibi-
lity. A ground handling agen-
ey does this job for the airline
and the agency has an agree-
ment with the airport opera-
tor. Check-in is airline’s re-
sponsibility, security check is
CISF's... everything is con-
nected,” an insider said.

Comments on the propo-
sal are open until Sept 24.
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Al indore flight
retumns to IGI
after “fire sign’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 31

The Air India's Indore
bound plane made an
emergency landing in
Delhi on Sunday after
the pilot received a “fire
indication” in the right
engine of the aircraft.
The plane was alrborne
for over 30 minutes .

The flight, with more
than 20 people on board,
made an emergency
landing at around 6:15
am. One engine of the
Ad2Z0 neo alrcralt was
shut down, and the plane
landed safely at the
Delhi airport, Alr India
said in a statement,

“Flight AI2913, operat.
ing from Delhi to Indore
on 31 August, air
returned to Delhi short-
Iy after take-off, as the
cockpit crew received a
fire indication for the
right engine. Following
standard procedure, the
cockpit crew elected to
shut down the engine
and returned to Delhi
where the flight landed
safiely” Alr India said.

The aircraft has been
grounded for inspection.
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Diesel, ATF consumption declines for third consecutive
month in August as monsoon rains impact mobility

nm]m Kala
Boew Dualhi
The country's mmmmn
of diesel and jer fuel declined

for the third straight month
in Angust due o limited mo-
Bdlizy AROME0en  Fains
lashed Indla, particulardy
during the second fortight,
with Stares such as Punjab,
Maharashira, Rajasthan and
Karnataka witnessing heavy
8

Since March this year, In-
dia’s consumption of diesel,
petral anddyet fuel has been
near recodd levels, with May
hirting  an - all-rime hlgE
record.

Acco w the Perro-
leum Phnnlng B Asalysia
Cell (PPAC), India's diess]
consumption fell 11 per cent
m-o-m o 656 million

Mobility crunch
fiefined petro proccts cvsemphing
HS

1 1B
Spril M02e
! Digsel* M Petml*

£ thoueand forves!

- ]
Aug 2025
e ]

e fite]" *

{mr}) last month. On an an-
nual I:rasns the volumes rose
1 per cent.

Ia:rb?alﬂgdmu turhine
ﬁ.ml (ATF) cnmmpunu fell
marginally @ 706,000
tonnes b T compared
o TI0000 tonnes in loby.
However, usage fell by more
than 3 per cont o 4 W0V
basia.

An arrributed  the
fall m%mal facvors such
as rain, cularly from the
second half of Auguwst, as the

e

1Pl Faminndl  “livindad biwes,

monsoon  wreaked  havoe
across several Stares with
widespread fioods and land-
slipgin hilly aress.

MONSOON IMPACT

The monsson also impacted
milnlng  and  construction
activity which, in torm, re-
stricted  the demand for
rransport, thereby Impacting
diesel usage, which accounts
for more 40 per cent of

Sewiti: PIWC

the total refined peteoleum
products - consumption in
India.

For comparieon, these
were 133 evenis of exrremedy
heawy rainfall {more than
2.5 mm) in Aungust, which

la rhe hest ever, data
show. In last two years,
extremely  heavy  rainfall

events were 64 and sA
Weather bureay data show
that the country recelved 23

r cent surplus rain in the
!inudl’nn.n?;}n
During August, Indéa re-
ceived 5 per cent above noe-
mal rain, which is the sew-
enth highes: since 2001
Petrol was an outlier with
consumplion last month ap-
preciaring by 1 per cent coen-
pared o fuly X253 53 me
On an annoal basis, the
rowth In consumprion was
her h}l 5 per cent. The in-
crease In petrol usage is
linked 1o the In per-
somnal mhm% mF:n-

Iy mederlng the
weatherman's forecast for
Seprember, a decline in con-
sumption of transport fisels
1 ad,

izex

Tm Meteorological
Department (IMD) has pre-
dicted “above normal™ rain
for Seprosbsor.

Monthly sverage rbnfall
over the country as a whale
In Seprember is most likely
1o be more than 109 per cent
of the long period average
(LAY of 167.9 mm, the IMD
sald.

ATF prices cut by L4,
commercial LPG by ¥51.50

Press Trust of Imdia
e Dl

Awiation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices were cut by 1.4 per cent
on Monday, while commercial
PG eylindsrs bacams cheaper
by ¥51.50 reflecting adropin
gobal benchmark rates.

Jetfuel price wat reduced by
1 30841 per koftreto
90,713 52 perklinthe
national capital, according to
state-gwned fusl retaders.

This price cut will reduce the
burden on commercisl aarlines,
for whom fusi makess upior
almast 40 per cent of the

operating cost The ATF price in
Mumbaiwes cut ta T84 812703
per Hfrom TR 07TV 4, wivile
thase in Chernaiand Koflata
weere increased bo 04 15108
and T93 28618 perid,
Mongsde, oil hrms reduoced
theprice of commercid PG
L i hiotesis and restaurants
5150 per 19-ky cylinder.
Commeroal LPGnow costs
T 580 in the naticnal capital.
This the <ith straght
reductioninoommercal LPG
rates. Prices were st reduced
by T35 50 pear 15k cyiindder on
St 1
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Three Chinese airlines seek
‘operational authorisation’
to resume flights to India

e
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dalhi

Three Chinese airlines, in-
cluding a cargo operator,
have applied for “operational
authorisation” from India’s
aviation safety authority to
restart direct flights berween
India and China, industry
sources told businessline.

The move signals the first
concrete step by Chinese
carriers to re-enter the In-
dian marker after a five-year
suspension of services,

Speaking to businessline,
industry sources said the op-
erational anthorisation is re-
quired by these airlines to
apply for airport slots.

“Three Chinese airlines,
including a cargo flight oper-
ator, have applied for opera-
tional authorisation from In-
dia"s aviation regulator,” said
SOUFCES.

“It is expected thar the
process [for granting opera-
tional aurhorisation] will be
over soon, and subsequently
they [Chinese airlines] will
apply for airport slots.™

AIRPORT SLOTS

Similarly, Indian carriers are
preparing to launch direct
flights to China. According
to sources, airport slots will
be allocated under a special
arrangement between India
and China, with services
cappedat 2019 levels.

Notably, this mechanism
is being put in place to avoid
delays stemming from a re-
vised air services agreement,
Last week, India had sent a
high-level team of officials to
China o smoothen out the
last remaining hurdles to dir-
ectflight connectiviry.

Prior to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, airlines from both na-
tions operated direct con-
nections to several
destinations, including
Shanghai, Guangzhou, New
Delhi, Mumbai, and Kolkara,
However, services Were sus-

pended in early 2020 and did
not resume even as flights to
Hong Kong restarted.

GALWAN CLASHES

The simation was further
complicated by the military
clashes in the Galwan Valley
of Ladakh in mid-2020, lead-
ing to a prolonged freeze in
direct operations.

Nevertheless, the current
developments assume signi-
ficance as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, during a bi-
lateral meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in
Tianjin, said recently: “An at-
mosphere of peace and sta-
bility has been established
after disengagement at the
border.. The  Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra has re-
sumed, and direct flights
between the two countries
arealso being started.”

In addition, India's em-
bassy in Beijing has resumed
issuing tourist visas to
Chinese citizens after a gap
of five years.

“Thereisalatent potential
for growth that can be easily
tnppedh\rmrlmesufboﬂlﬂw

countries during this mumul-
toous period of geopolitical
instahilicy," said aviarion in-
dustry veteran Mark Matin
of Martin Consulting.

PASSENGER TRAFFIC
According to estimates, cur-
rent  passenger  traffic
berween India and China
stands at 1 million annually
via one-stop connections.
The introduction of direct
flights could potentially raise
that figure to nearly 3 mil-
lion.

“Direct flights between
China and India would be
positive for air passengers,
tourism, rrade, e-commetrce,
pharma and other segments.
Many big Chinese airlines
are eager [0 STAT Operations
to India,” Mike Zhou, MD of
aviation consulting firm
Wernosa, told businessline
from Shanghai.
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ATF prices reduce by
1.4%, commercial LPG
cheaperby 3515

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices were cut by
1.4 per cent on Monday, while commercial
LPG cylinders became cheaper by ¥5050,
reflecting a drop in global benchmark rates.
Jet fuel (ATF) price was reduced by
130841 per kilolitre, or 14 per cent, to
¥ou, 71352 per klin the national eapital —home
to one of the busiest airparts in the country,
according to state-owned fuel retailers. The
reduction comes after two back-to-back
monthly increases in pricessince July1.  em
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Al piane engine
on fire, retumns

New Delhi: An Indore-
bound Air India plane made
an emergency landing in
the national capital on Sun-
day after being airborne for
over 30 minutes as the pilot
received a “fire indication”
in the right engine of the
aircraft, according to sourc-
es. One engine of the A320
neo aircraft was shut down
and the plane landed safely
at the Delhi airport, Air
India said. The flight made
an emergency landing at
around 6:15 am and there
were more than 90 people
on board.
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Al flight
returns to
Delhi after
fire lert

TDG NETWODRKE
NEW DELH

L1}

An Adr India Dightl bouind
for Indore was forced to
remurn to Delhi shortly af-
ter take-oll on Saturday
after the cockpit received
a fire warning in one of its
EigInes,

Flight A12913 had de-
parted from the national
capital when the crew re-
ported a fire indication in
the right engine. Following
standard operating proce-
dures, the pilots shut down
the affected engine and
initiated an emergency re-
turn to Delhi. The aircralt
landed safely, the airline
confirmed

In a statement, Air India
said: *Flight A12913, oper-
ating from Delhi to Indaore
o131 Auprust, air-returned
to Delhi shiortly after take-
olf, as the cochpil crew re-
ceived a fire indication for
the right engine. Following
standard procedure, the

BF3

Air India flight returns to Delhi

CONTINUED FROM P1

cockpit crew elected to
shut down the engine and
returned to Delhi where
the flight landed safelyv.”
The aircraft has since

heen grounded for in-
spection. Passengers were
shifted to an alternative
aircraft for onward travel
to Indore. Air India apolo-
gised for the inconvenience,
stressing that the safety

of passengers and crew
remains its “top priority”.
The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has been informed and is
expected to investigate the
incident.
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI

2 SEPTEMBER 2025

Commercial LPG Cheaper by

¥51.5; ATF PriceDown 1.4%

New Delhi: Aviation turbine fu-
el (ATF) prices were cut by 1.4%
on Monday, while commercial
LPG cylinders became cheaper
by %51.50, reflecting a fall in glo-
bal benchmark rates.

Jetfuel (ATF) was reduced
by ¥1,308.41 per kilolitre to
%90,713.52 per kl in the natio-
nal capital—home to one of
the country’s busiest air-
ports—according to state-ow-
nedfuel retailers.

The reduction comes after two
consecutive monthly hikes sin-
ce July 1. In total, prices had ri-
sen by %8,949.38 per Kl, tracking
the surge in international oil ra-

e

tes amid geopolitical tensions
and trade disputes.

The price cut is expected to ea-
se costs for commercial airlines,
for which fuel accounts for near-
1y 40% of operating expenses.

No immediate comments
were available from airli-
nes on the impact of there-
vision.

In Mumbai, ATF pricefell
to ¥84,832.83 per kl from Rs
86,077.14, while Chennai and
Kolkata saw rates adjusted to
¥94,151.96 and Rs 93,886.18 per Kl,
respectively

Prices vary across cities due to
differencesinlocal taxessuchas
VAT. PT1
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India’s Fuel Demand

Slows Down in Aug

Petrol sales rise 5%:
diesel inches up 0.9%

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s fuel demand
eased in August as growth in pet-
rol, diesel and cooking gas slowed,
while jet fuel consumption decli-
ned, according to provisional data
fromthe oil ministry,

Petrol sales grew
5% vear-on-year in
August, compared
with 6.8% in the
April-July period.
Diesel, which acco-
unts for 40% of Indi-
a's refined fuel use
by volume, inched
up just 0.9% in Au-
gust against 2.6% in
April-July. Diesel demand is typi-
cally influenced by rainfall, in-
dustrial activity, grid power avai-
lability and the adoption of alter-
native green energy.

Cooking gas consumption, usu-
allyresilient, roseonly 4.2% in Au-

gust versus 7.5% in April-July. Av-
iation turbine fuel (ATF) con-
sumption fell 3.6% year-on-yearin
Aungust after slipping 2.3% in July,
compared with 2.3% growth in
April-July Tensions with Pakis-
tanand the Air India crash, which
reduced flight activity, contribu-
ted to the decline this vear,

Theslowdown across these fuels
could weigh on India’s overall oil
demand and imports. Refined
product eonsumption had alrea-
dv dropped 4.2% in
July and 0.5% in
April-July. The ove-
rall August consump-
tion data will be rele-
ased later thismonth.

Weakening Indian
demand also carries
global significance.
Concerns over US
trade tariffs and a
sluggish Chinese eco-
nomy are already dragging on
consumption, even as QOPEC+
ramps up supplies previously
curtailed. India's demand decline
in April-July wasled by weakness
in naphtha, fuel oil, Iubricants
and petcoke.
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ATF price cut 1.4 %,
commercial LPG
down by £51.50

AVIATION
TURBME lusl (ATF)
prices were cut by
1 4% an Monday,

while commercial LPG
cylinders became cheaper
by 25150, reflecting a dmp
in global benchmark rates,
The redustion comes after
two back-to-back monthly
InCreas &8 .Il Fllil'.'l.'!.
sincajuly 1
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PSU retailers cut prices of jet
fuel, commercial LPG

Mt

New Delhi: Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) priceswere cut by
L4% on Monday, while commercial LPG oviinders became
cheaperby 150150, reflecting a drop in global benchmark
rates. Jed fuel price was redoced by 113084 per kilalitre,
or L4%, 1o 29071352 per K in the national capital—home
to one of the busiest airports in the country, according Lo
state-owmed fuel retailers. BT
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Aviation turbine fuel prices cut by
1.4% after two consecutive hikes

NEW DELHI: Aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices were
reduced by 1.4 per cent on
Monday, reflecting a decline
in global benchmark rates,

Jet fuel prices were low-
ered by Bs 1,308.41 per kiloli-
tre 1o Bs90,713.52 per klin the
national capital, which houses
one of the country'’s busiest air-
ports, according to state-owned
fuel retailers.

The reduction comes after
two consecutive monthly hikes
since July l,duri.'ngwhich ATE
rates had risen by a steep Bs
894938 per kl amid vola-
tility in international erude
markets triggered by geo-
political li:rEﬁl:ns and L;E:d.a:
disputes.

The latest cut is expected
0 gase pressure on commer-
cial aidines, as fuel accounts
for nearly 40 per cent of their
operating costs. No immedi-

ale comments were available
from airlines on the impact of
the move,

In Mumbai, ATF rates were
revised down to Rs 84,832 83
per Kl from Rs 86,077.14
Prices in Chennai and Kolk-
ata, however, increased o Rs
04,151.96 and Rs 93 886,18 per
k. respectively.

Rates vary across states,
depending on local taxes such
as VAT

State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (I0C), Bharat

Latest cut is
expected to ease
pressure on dairlines,
as fuel accounts for
nearly 40% of their
operating costs

Petroleum Corporation Ltd
{BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
lewm Corporation Lid (HPCL)
tevise ATF and cooking gas
prices on the first of every
month, based on the average
tnternational benchmark fuel
price and foreign exchange
rates

Domestic petrol and die-
sel prices, however, continue
to remain frozen. Petrol is
priced at Rs 94.72 per litre
in Delhi, while diesel costs
Rs 8762 AGEWCIES
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THE TRIBUNE DELET 1 SEPTEMEER Z025

Al flight retumsto
Delhi after ‘fire alert

WEW DFELNT: An Indorebou ncd
Adr Inctin fight, with mom: than
90 mussengers o0 board, was
Foreed to returmn to the nationsl
capitsl on Sumday moming
afterthe oockpat reeenvel a fire
waming n one of its engines
wfficinls said. Oneenpineof the
AN men sicrall was shot
diram and the pline lnded
safiely ot the Dok smpart, Adr
Irvilin i in 2 statement. The
Airbus A2 0o, operating as
Might AEMINR, tank all fram
Delha but had to tum back
after eing airborne for over
half'an houe — TRS
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