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¥ Modi opens Bhogapuram airport ¥ ‘Vizag will be top eco hub’
® Opens Mysuru Viveka Smaraka; hails youth for India’s growth

Andhra key to Viksit Bharat:
PM unveils 718K-cr projects

ARUNA and M.B. GIRISH
VISAKHAPATMAM/
BENGALURU, AUG. 1

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday
declared that
Visakhapatnam economic
reglon (VER) will evolve
into Asia’s most promi-
nent economic hub while
Inaugurating the Alluri
Sitarama Raju
International Alrport and
laying foundation stones
for projects worth over

T17.900 crore at
Bhopgapuram in
Vizianagaram  district.

!.ah-r' In the day, Mr Mu-rjj
inaugurated the Swami

Vivekananda  Cultural
Youth Centre (Viveka
Smaraka) at the Sri

Ramakrishna Ashrama in
Karnataka's Mysuru and
exhorted youth to build a
developed India.

Framing VER as the cen-
trepiece  of Andhra
Pradesh's growth strate-
gv, the Prime Minister
said every new facility in
the region Is contributing
to the unified mission of
transforming VER into a

Prime Ministéer Narendra Modi, Andhra Pradesh chief
minister M. Chandrababu Naidu and others during the
inauguration of Alluri Sitarama Raju International
Airport at Bhogapuram in Andhra Pradesh’s
Vizianagaram district on Saturday.

premior Asian  power-
house. “Our ultimate tar-
get is to ensure that the
Visakhapainam economic
region becomes the most
prominent economie hub
in Asia,” he underlined,
positioning the day's
events as a huning point
in the state’s development

—PTI

trajectory. He described
the newly Inaugurated
international airport,
named after the legendary
freedom fighter Alluri
Sitarama Raju, as a run-
way for growth and a
launchpad for the vouth's
future.

The Prime Minister also

virtually laid the founda-
tion stone for South
India’s first semiconduc
tor manufacturing facility
approved under the India
semiconductor Mission
(ISM 1.00 at Tarluvada in
the Anandapuram man:
dal of Visakhapatnam dis-
trict. Calling the project
with an investment of
22,500 crores a transfor
mative initiative for
strengthening  domestic
electronics manufactur-
ing, Mr Modi said Andhra
Pradesh, which has
emerged as a major infor.
mation technology hub, 1s
well placed to play a key
role in the semiconductor
sector, He assured contin-
wed support from the
Centre to promote the
industry’s growth.

Highlighting the rapid
expansion ol civil avia.
tion, the Prime Minister
pointed out that India's
operational airporis have
risen from 74 in 2014 to 166
now, In the process
democratising air travel
to smaller towns, He erad-
ited the Ude Desh ka Aam
B Turn to Page 4
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PM unveils T18K crore projects in Andhra

B Continued from Page 1
Naagrik (UDAN) scheme for
enabling even the poorest
families to fly and
announced the launch of the
second phase of the UDAN
scheme with an investment
of 320,000 crores. He referred
to the success of the hub-and-
spoke alrport model In
Kashi, now extended to
Amritsar, linking Punjab to
over 25 international desti-
nations. In a statement, the
GMR Group said the airport
was completed several
months ahead of schedule
and will begin commercial
operations on August 17,
The PM outlined a compre-
hensive vision for Andhra
Pradesh’s growth, detailing
plans to fortify the blue econ-
omy by modernising heritage
ports from Visakhapatnam to
Krishnapatnam and building
new maritime hubs at
Mulapeta and Ramayapatn-
am. He highlighted the
importance of expressway
prajects, such as the
Visakhapatnam-Raipur cor-
ridor and announced railway
projects worth ¥1-lakh crores,
including complete electrifi-

cation and modernisation of

70 stations, These, he said,
will seamlessly connect the
region to national industrial
centres under the PM Gati
Shakti National Master Plan,
optimising logistics and
boosting the ease of doing
business,

The Prime Minister
stressed the need (o harness
young talent in futuristic
industries, citing the founda-
tion stone for a semiconduc-
tor plant in Visakhapatnam

as a major step. He pointed to
Google's §156 billion campus
announcement and the
upcoming Pharma Park in
Nakkapalli as evidence of
global interest in the region.
He highlighted the renew-
able energy investments
exceeding ¥5-lakh crores in
Ravalaseema, underscoring
the government's commit-
ment to sustainable growth.

Mr Modi said the projects
launched will serve as pillars
for fulfilling the twin visions
of Swarna Andhra and
Viksit Bharat. The invest-
ments will directly translate
into employment, exports,
and improved living stan-
dards.

“When emplovment
increases, people’s incomes
naturally rise, and the every-
day lives of families signifi-
cantly improve,” the Prime
Minister observed, express-
ing confidence that the myri-
ad projects initlated will
secure a prosperous future
for Andhra Pradesh and
firmly place the
Visakhapatnam economic
region on the Asian map.

After Inavpurating the
Viveka Smaraka In Mysuru
city, he called upon Indias
vouth to dedicate themselves
to nation-building through
service, innovation, educa-
tion and discipline, saving
fulfilling Swami
Vivekananda's wvision of
India is the responsibility of
the present generation.

“A fow days back, the coun-
trv's youths made a remark-
able achievement in space,
For the first time, youths
made a rocket for a private

company that reached space.
Be it any sector; youths of the
country proved thedr worth,”
Mr Modi said, adding that
the youths of the country
were in shackles earlier, but
now they are the “impetus
for the nation’s develop-
ment”.

Addressing a gathering, Mr
Modi said, "Today, India is
the worlds [mstest-growing
major economy... The capa-
bility of India’s vouth has
muacle this possible.” He cred-
ited voung Indians for mak-
ing the country the world's
fastest-growing major econo-
my, the third-largest startup
ecosystem, the second-
largest mobile phone manu-
facturer and an emerging
leader in semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, deep
technology and space tech-
nology:

"Today India is the second-
largest mobile phone manu-
facturer. Digital solutions
offered by the country have
become an inspiration for
others to emulate. The coun-
try is marching faster in arti-
ficial intelligence, space and
technology innovation sec-
tors wherein a new chapter is
being written by the youths
of the country”

The Prime Minister sald:
“In any country, the capahili-
ties of wouths become a
nation’s strength when they
get the right opportunities
and proper direction/guid-
ance... In 12 vears, 650 or
more new universities have
been established, 14,000 new
colleges, 4.000 or more it s, 9
IMs, 7 IITs, among others,
have been established.”
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PM Inaugurates New Vizag Airport

OurBureau

Visakhapatnam: Prime Mini
gter Narenodra Modi inaugurated
the Alluri Sitarama Bajo lnter na-
tional Airport at Bhopapuram
near here on Salurday

This greenfield airporl, localed
ahoul 43 km northeast ol Visak-
hapatnam, is cxpected toreshape
connectivity for Morth Andhra
Pradesh and Southern (disha
while underpinning the souf-
hernostate's ambitions to emerge
as d manufacturing, logistios and
technology hub.

Dweveloped by GMR Visakhapal-
nam International Ajrportunder
the public private partnership
maddel at an investment of 75,6408
crore, the airport will begin com-
mercial operstions on August 17,
Ithasaninitialcapacity to handle
& million passengers annually,
and a provision Lo expand il o
migrre Lhan Abmillion inphases.

Thenew airport willreplace the
current Visakhapatnam airport,
which will stop civil flight opera-
tionsand continueonly qsa naval
base, It is expected to serve as the
primary aviation patewsy for
Morth Andhra.
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PROJECTS WORTH ¥18,000 CR LAUNCHED IN AP

PM Modi inaugurates
Bhogapuram airport

Greenfield airport to
handle over 6 million
passengers annually
in the first phase

HITIN KUMAR
Bhogapuram
[&ndhra Pradesh), August 1

PRIME MIMISTER MAREMDRA
Inaupgueted the Allur] Sitarama
Raju International Airport at
Bhogapuram  in Andhra
Pmd.r'-ﬁh"t".'m.nﬂg?urrnn district
on Saturday, ghving the state its
first green Beld mtermational
abrport since its bifurcation In
X014, The PM ako lid the
foundation stone for and
ma uq_.;umlnl projeEds worth
nearly 118,000 croreacross the
state, Acoor |.||:||.u_ o an of fickal
statement, these include the

Td6-crore ASIP
Sericonductor  Project  at
Visakhapatnam, being

developed by ALIFTechnologies
In partnership with APACT of
the R.r-pnhhrnr' Komea

Modi sald the Centre is
committed o creating the
necessary infmstructure and
astimystem o transhorm the
megion infto a major investment
ancd Hllbﬂl:l'f'lil.ﬂ'-l. destination,

Calling the amrport a “rurmvay
and lawnch pad® for the

PH Marendra Modi addresses the gathering while naugurating
the allur Sitarama Raju International Airpart on Saturday m

aspirations of North Andhm's
:,lnwrh_ Modh saxd it would
sgnificanty enhance
employment opportunitiesand
regional development. “Air
connect ity had expanded o
emaller towns, while the UDAN
regional conneciwity schemes
had enabled millions of first
Hime passegpers o teneed by ae”
skl ModL

The alrport has been
ﬂn"l‘[‘]n‘lpl_‘ﬂ hy GME
Visakhapatnam International
Airport {GVIALL on 2,200 acres
under the PPP model on a
l}es.lr!p:_ Build, Finanee Dperaie
and Trnsfer [DBFOT) basis Built
at a cost of more than €5,640
oo the airport wascompleted
several months ahead of
schedule and will commence
commerchal operations on

August 17, Designed to handle
st milEon [RLESETI FET S an gl by
In its first phase, the airport is
scalable tomoe than 40 mallion
passengers  per anoum., |
Prabhakar Rao, Deputy MDD,
GMR Group, said the second
|'I|I|I.!|I2'I.I'|’ EXPARLEIIN \'\I'III EH.'HIH
once annual passenger raffic
resches e mil lion
I'n.'rr1.1ll_'!.-I around 40 rlﬂﬂ':.'
flights departures currendy
operating from the existing
Visakhapatnam abport will shifé
T:\-thgnpumm TheCentrehas
decided o dcontinue
scheduled commerce |
opem@tions here and tansferits
airport code, VTE, to the new
afrport at Bhogapuram.
(Thae reprower waes in
Bvogaprram on tee
iraeritanions of CrAAR I'..in.lu.,'.l}'



_ AN
I faa=gw= wiferewo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

2 AUGUST 2026

Jucfed : Waﬂ‘fﬁa‘nﬁlémgsﬂﬁﬂ%

Mmmmﬁﬂmm:w
T} ST TR R o T
12 T § S AT I
i IR T 15
AR S 74
tﬁﬁrmmtgé 122 A
T off afewm AT

e farr fe
AT A 5,700 FUTFH
AMTE I AP H T Al
TS T ST BT A7
:nww-amtrmuﬁaﬁ
A FEA (TR AW
AT ) 5 T e B e
R 2014 T = B9 e

T Adidbsacr e el tilagm@tnésﬁu
Rierearafeaarn 1.=araaagasarnaw_ream
TR fTTEEm 3 460 T8 mﬁﬁmﬁmm 5 el el 9 WA £
HE) T A A TR T & G i A A 2. S feege, i, e,
ey W B I T o B R ST g e 3 S
o 1 S Tiea B 3T 3 @ TRl R | 3 ( SHNTBHET ) ER W
TRAWMPINE T DIl  Tel b U5 59 & @I AN ded T
Hipea Fmm IR 1T dmIdP R TR A TR 3. S6 3 06T 31wl A
Ticiad AT 9 6 B8 Wiideacy  £aE Mg A (oI O oo e 1 3o TS ol &1
fua Fmdm s ddery Wk mmWdEIs i 4. g e anl s
Tt B T o T U T ST & A S T T BElem [Hes
T MRS o o Toetea B | e & O s e it A A AR |
JATEEM TR A Y, A TR Im TR E T T E T T A BT | S e
2026 H 3T HENAGH 166 PeiErE e o RS20 i ik an ke b o TR G e e e b R TR O e
AWERITEREEEaETE T e mieieE IRe sy U 2 IS SR
T AR EA RS TR WA AR T eI e sirEs fEfimm e

affas IsE 173
FARTHIT TR A w6 i
FAE 3g 917 3 1 A
FEII T He I BT |
ﬂmﬂﬁmﬂmﬁi‘rmﬁauﬁﬁ
T e AE A I TR A 5
TG O TS (o5 S |

a8 3t o

IEHEIHEN G | T8
ufvdier wiea, e, Tl
oot et amenfva seil
for 0 3 et | e
9], e, ST T s

e 5418 31 g
(58 oo, o e
el faaT @ AR O
ST frvasadia giae
UEH T | -2 e 3,
3 T ST, A A




AN

m
WA fAHr=9w= wiferesor
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

¢

HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 2 AUGUST 2026

Modi inaugurates new
int’l airport near Vlzag

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
letters@hindustantimes com

HYDERABAD: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
announced that the Centre would
extend all its support to the
upcoming Visakhapatnam Eco-
nomic Region, which would playa
pivotal role in Andhra Pradesh’s
development journey and evolve
into one of Asia’s most significant
economic hubs.

Addressing a public meeting
after inaugurating the Visakhapat-
nam Alluri Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram,
Maodi said the Centre was commit-
ted to creating the necessary infra-
structure and ecosystem to trans-
form the region into a major
investment and employment des-
tination.

Modi said NDA government’s
development strategy was centred
on attracting investments that
would generate employment,
increase production, boost
exports, and ultimately improve
the quality of life for people.

“Investment leads to produc-

‘.ﬂm?ﬁ

PM Narendra Modi AN

tion, production leads to exports,
exports create employment, and
employment transforms people’s
lives. This is the development
model the NDA government is
pursuing,” he said.

Describing the day as a land-
mark in Andhra Pradesh’s march
towards achieving the ‘Swarna
Andhra Vision', he said projects
worth nearly 18,000 crore,
including the inauguration of the
new international airport, had
been launched.

The Prime Minister said it wasa
matter of pride that the Bhogapu-
ram airport had been named after
freedom fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju, whosacrificed his life for the
rights of tribal communities.
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—— SAYS ANDHRA PRADESH POISED TO BE MANUFACTURING HUB ——

PM Modi inaugurates Bhogapuram airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

VISAKHAPATNAM: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday
highlighted Andhra Pradeshs growth
prospecls, saying global companies
were increasingly looking to invest in
the state, which is polsed to emerge as
a major manufacturing hub.

Addressing a public rally after
inaugurating the airport at Bhoga-
puram and launching development
projects worth Rs 18,000 crore, Modi
said the airport would become the
“runway” for Andhra Pradesh’s devel-
opment, particulary in the northern
region.

The Allurd Sitararma Baju Interna-
tional Airport has been buill at a cost
of over Rs 5,700 crore with an initial
annual passenger handling capacity of
six million, txpandab]t tor 40 million.

Developed by the GMR Group,
the atrport will commence commer-
cial Mlight operations on August 17,

“Google has announced a $15 bil-
lbor Al and cdoud infrastructure cam-
pus at Visakhapatnam. Many other
global companies are also exploring

» The Alluri Sitarama Raju Inter-
CLOSER LOOK " i prtste it
. Modi said the airport would atacost of over Rs 5,700 crore
become the * for with an initial annual passenger
Andhra Pradesh’s development, hndirtg:q:aciru!s:ixnﬂh
particularlyin the northern region expandable to 40 million
+ 'Google has announced a $15
“’Eh“"‘;;“t”!l‘l‘“"m“m billion Al and cloud inrastucture
g airport will commence
commercial flight operations mmm
on August 17 exploring new opportunities!

new opportunities. This will greatly
benefit Andhra Pradesh and create
opportunities for the cuunir'lr's yuulh."
Miadi said.

He said the Cenire was ba.ck'mg
a mega pharma park at Nakkapalli,
which is being d:\'r]upcd into a major

pharmaceutical hub in the state.

The Centre and the Andhra
Pradesh povernment are prioritising
the blue economy, port development
and industrial growth, he said, adding
that the state was also making rapid
strides in Continwed on P4

PM Modi

sectors such as semiconduc-
tors, information technology and
innovation.

Modi said the country’s biue
economy initiatives were gain-
ing momentum, helpin 5i-
ti-:ln;n north Andhra ]!‘:lrascps.hﬁ asa
“coastal economic corridor”.

Generating employment
through investment remained the
government’s priority, he said.

The blue economy refers to
the sustainable use of ocean and
coastal resources to drive eco-
nomic growth, create jobs, and
safeguard marine ecosystems.

cg'ucjcﬂs warth R_r.o?!akh crare
had been announced for Andhra
Pradesh in recent years, while
railway projects worth Rs 1 lakh
crore were under implementation
in the state

The PM said Andhra Pradesh
had the potential to become a hub
for manufacturing and the phar-
maceutical sector

Dauring his address, Modi said
the country’s aviation sector had
witnessed remarkable growth
over the past 12 years, with the
number of airports more than
doubling from 74 to 166

The raming of the air-
port reflected the government's
emphasis on recognising the con-
tribuitions of inspiring person-
alities from the country’s rich
history, he said.

Taking a swipe at the Con-
gress and the Gandhi family,
GMR Visakhapatnam Interna-
tional Airport Ltd under the Pub-
lic-Private Partnership model on
a [Dhesign, Build, Finance, Operate
and Transfer basis.

The integrated project spans
1,703.26 acres, comprising the
airport spread across 2,203.32
acres, a 500-acre aviation hob,
and an aviation university and
EduCity over 136.63 acres,
besides comprehensive airside
infrastructure, commercial devel-
opment, residential zones and
approach roads.

GMR Airports Ltd, part of the
GME Group, operates six airport:
and has developed greenfield
airports at Hyderahad, Goa and
Bhogapuram.

In Mysurw, PM Modi inaw-
gurated the Swami Vivekananda
Cultural Youth Centre - Viveka
Smaraka - at Sri Ramakrishna
Ashrama here.

He also offered prayers and
floral tributes o Sri Ramakrishna

Paramzhamesa, his wife ‘Maz' Sha-
rada Devi and disciphe Swami
Vivekananda

Karnataka Governor Tha-
warchand Gehlot and Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar acoom-
panied him.

According to an official state-
ment, the Viveka Smaraka com-
memarates Swami Vivekananda's
historic visit to Mysur in
Movernber 1892 during his jour-
ney across India.
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Vizag to emerge as growth hub
of Asia: Modi at airport launch

PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration | em

Cost of over ¥5,640 crore

Built at a cost of over #5,640 crore under a
public-private partnership model by GMR
Visakhapatnam International Airport
Limited, the airport was inspected by the
PM, who reviewed passenger facilities

and development plans

for an aviation hub and Edu-City.

UDAN scheme accessible

Highlighting the expansion of India's
aviation network from 74 operational
dirports in 2014 to 166 at present, Modi
said the UDAN scheme had made air travel
accessible to ordinary citizens. He also
outlined plans for a coastal economic
corridor, port modernisation, railway
expansion, semiconductor manufacturing.

SREENU BABU PATIVADA
@ Viranagasam

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday dedicated
the greenfield Alluri Sitarama
Raju International Airport to
the nation and unveiled a
T17.900-crore multi-sectoral de-
velopment package, asserting
that the Visakhapatnam Eco-
nomic Region (VER) would
emerge as a premier growth
hub of Asia.

Describing the airport and
associated infrastructure
projects as game changers for
Andhra Pradesh, Modi said the
initiatives would strengthen
aviation, port connectivity and
high-tech manufacturing while
creating emplovment opportu-
nities and accelerating the vi-
sion of a Viksit Bharat.

Biiilt at a cost of over ¥5,640
crore under a public-private
partnership model by GMRE Vi-
sakhapatnam International
Airport Limited, the airport
was inspected by the PM, who
reviewed passenger facilities
and development plans for an

aviation hub and Edu-City The
PM also laid the foundation
stone for Andhra Pradesh’s
first semiconductor assembly
facility in Visakhapatnam. He
said integrating advanced man-
ufacturing with modern trans-
port infrastructure would posi-
tion north Andhra as a global
investment destination.

Modi was received by Gover-
nor Sved Abdul Nazeer, Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Maidu, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan, Union Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Ram Mohan
Naidu and other dignitaries.

Addressing a public gather-
ing, the Prime Minister praised
Naidu and Pawan Kalvan for
advancing the State's develop-
ment agenda. He said naming
the airport after freedom fight-
er Alluri Sitarama Raju would
inzpire future generations.

Highlighting the expansion
of India’s aviation network
from 74 operational airports
in 2014 to 166 at present, Modi
sald the UDAN scheme had
made air travel accessible to or-
dinary citizens.
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Airport
training

B CALCUTTA: A five-day safe.
1y management system
training programms,
conducted by the eastern
regional headquarters of
the Alrports Authority
of India, concluded on
Friday. Twenty five safety
managers attended the
workshop to enhance
thelr knowladge on avia-
ton safety standards. The
closing ceremony was
attended by Hargovind
Meena, reglonal exec-
utive director (eastern
reglon), and Vikram
Singh, Calcutta alrport
director
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PM inaugurates 3 17K-cr projects in Andhra

Says NDA changed tradition of naming airports after one family | Hails youth as driving force

RinNKU BEHERA

TRINUNE NEWS SERYICT

NEW DELIT, ATPGUSTI

Prime Minster Narendra Modi
on Saturday inaugurated mul-
tiple development projects
worth over Rs 179800 crome,
spanning key sectors meluding
aviation, clean energy, semi-
conductorsand connectivity, in
Bhogapuram of Vmanagaram
district of Andhra Pradesh.

The projects included the
Alkari Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport at Bhogapuram.
While maugurating the airport,
the PM said India’s aviation
sector had undergone a
remarkable  transformation
over the past 12 vears, withthe
number of operational airports
increasing from 74 in 2014 to
166 today, making air travel
accessible to residents beyvond
the metropolitan centres,

In an apparent swipe at the
Gandhi family, the PM said
the previous governments
had a practice of naming air-

T T N iRaa ks~ s
Vol il .-Cn-—l'w' e i s =

i s B
A SR Wi 3 =]
ot 4Lf:_':u%*‘ i |
Pl Narendra Modi and Andhra Pradesh CW N Chandrababu Naidu
view amodd of the Allur Sitarama Raju International Arport. s

VIVEKA SMARAKA
OPENED IN MYSURU

B The PM also inaugurated
the Swami Vivekananda
Cultural Youth Centre\ive-
ka Smaraka in Mysurn,
Karnataka, on Saturday.

B Modi said India's youth
could become a powerful
force for national develop-
meart when they receie
the right opportunities,
guidance and confidence
to pursue their dreams.

. He also pratsed theircor:

tribution toinnovation and
economic growth

ports after members of a sin-
gle family, but asserted that
the NDA government had
changed that approach. “We
named the airport in Avodhya
after Maharishi Valmiki, and
the airport in Punjab after
Sant Ravidas,” he said.

Modi said the Centre had
decided to name the new air-

port in Andhra Pradesh after

freedom fighter Allun Sitara-
ma Raju, so every passenger
travelling through the airport
would draw inspiration from
Raju's ideals of public service.

Other projects launched on
Saturday included road con-
nectivity initiatives and ener-
gv-related infrastructure.
Modi also  commended
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter N Chandrababu Naidu,
saving the state had demon-
strated a unique vision by
simultaneously building
world-class infrastructure and
promoting tribal culture
Highlighting India's mar-
itime ambitions, Modi said the
country was teadily frength-
ening its blue economy with a
vision to develop the entme

coastline asa "Coastal Econom-
ic Comidor’. He sid existing
paris were being modermised,
while new ports at Mulapeta
and Ramavapatnam were
under development toenhance
martme infrastructure.

He =zaid the state was also
witnessing rapid expansion of
its highway and expressway
network, with projects such as
the Visakhapatnam—Raipur
Expressway providing fresh
momentum toregional devel-
opment “Raillway projects
worth Rs 1 lakh crore are
under implementation in the
state to improve connectivity
with industrial hubs,” he said.

The PM further described
the laymng of the foundation
stone for a new semiconduc-
tor plant in Visakhapatnam
as amajor step towards build-
ing a robust semiconductor
ecosystem, generating high-
skilled employment and
advancing the oountry's
technological self-reliance.
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Govt-IndiGo MoU to promote India
as global tourism destination

NEW DELHI, July 31:
The tourism ministry on
Thursday joined hands with
IndiGo to promote India as
a preferred global tourism
destination through a stra-
tegic, non-exclusive and non-
financial collaboration, offi-
cials said.

The campaign will be pro-
moted through digital and
print media, airport brand-
ing, in-flight platforms, social
media, international travel
exhibitions and other promo-
tional channels, they said.

The Ministry of Tourism
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd (In-
diGo) to promote India as a
preferred global tourism
destination through a strate-

gic, non-exclusive and non-
financial collaboration, the
ministry said in a statement.

The MoU was exchanged
here in the presence of Un-
1ion Minister for Tourism and
Culture Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat.

He said the partnership
will strengthen India's tour-
1sm promotion by combining
the ministry’s flagship ‘In-
credible India’ brand with
IndiGo’s extensive domestic
and international network.

Shekhawat noted that col-
laborative imtiatives such as
this will help take India's
tourism message to wider
audiences and reinforce the
country’'s position as one of
the world's most compelling
travel destinations.

Under the MoU, the min-
1stry and IndiGo will jomntly
undertake a global commu-
nication imtiative titled ‘In-
credible India by IndiGo’.

The campaign will show-
case India's rich and diverse
tourism offerings, including
cultural heritage, natural
landscapes, spiritual destina-
tions, wellness, adventure,
wildlife and other experien-
tial tourism products.

The ministry will provide
access to ‘Incredible India’
brand assets and promotion-
al content, while facilitating
coordination with relevant
stakeholders, wherever fea-
sible, to support campaign
actvities, the officials said.

IndiGo will create destina-
tion-focused content and am-

plify India’s tourism messag-
ing across its customer en-
gagement platforms. The
collaboration also envisages
joint participation in tourism
promotion mitiatives, desti-
nation-focused campaigns and
other mutually agreed activ-
ities aimed at enhancing the
visibility of India’s tourism
offerings in key domestic and
international markets.

The Mol will remain val-
id for an initial period of two
years, it said.

On July 27, the ministry
had signed an MoU with Air
India Limited here to estab-
lish a strategic framework to
promote India as a preferred
global tourism destination
under the ‘Incredible India’
brand. — PT]
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IndiGotoend
wide-body ops
from Oct 25
MUMBAIL PTI: IndiGo on Fri-

day said it will discontinue
its wide-body operations
from October 25 and end
its damp lease agreement
with Norse Atlantic Airways
the same month due to the
challenging operating envi-
ronment amid the ongoing
geopolitical situation.

The fMight services be
tween Mumbai and Amster-
dam, that are being operated
with a damp leased 787-9
aircraft, will be transitioned
to to Airbus AJZINLR from
October 25 while the airling
will temiporarily discontinue
itsservicestoand from Lon-
don's Heathrow Airport
until its 350-900 aircraft
on arder are delivered to it,
IndiGo said, The airline had
entered into a damp lease
agreement with Morse At-
lantic Adrways for six Boging
787-Quircraft in carly 2025.

As it enters the next
phase of its growth, IndiGo
remains firmly committed
toexpanding its global foot-
print, it said,
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Air India, SkyDrive, Suzuki
partner to study flying cars

Dhakrya Gajara

MLINBA]
—_—

Air India, Japanese flying car
developer SkyDrive and auto-
motive manufacturer Suzuki
Motor have signed an agree-
ment to evaluate the feasibil-
ity of deployving electric verti-
cal take-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft for medical
logistics in India.

The consortium aims to
address severe urban conges-
tion in mewopolitan hubs
such as Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Delhi, where traffic delays
critical medical supplies,
transplant organs and emerg-
ency equipment. The zero-

-
eVTOL
which take off and land verti-
cally like helicopters with
minimal nolse, offer a route to
bvpass gridlocked roads.

emission aireraft,

Under the partmership,
SkyDrive will provide techno-
logical support through its
multi-rotor electric aircraft
Alr India will contribute oper-
ational expertise, airport inte-
gration and regulatory com-
pliance, while Suzuki will

leverage its manufacturing
and supply-chain scale in the
domestic market.

Air India Head of Cargo
Ramesh Mamidala described
advanced air mobility as a
natural extension of the
nation’s transport ecosystem,
noting its potential to save
lives when time is critical.
SkyDrive Founder and CEOQ
Tomohiro Fukuzawa added
that utilising eVTOL alrcraft
for medical logistics will
reshape urban healthcare
infra. The Initative comes as
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
actively prepares the frame-
work for Advanced Air
Mobility,
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Air travel costs soar as user fees spurt

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAS

Flying out of major Indian air-
ports has became substantially
more  expensive as  User
Development  Fees  (UDF)
levied on outbound passen-
gers have seen massive across-
the-board hikes over the past
four years, Figures provided in
the Lok Sabha reveal that
domestic UDF across 10 major
Indian hubs increased by 200%

March 2022 and

between
March 2026, while interna-
tional fees rose by 387%.

The steepest percentage
escalation occurred at
Ahmedabad's Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport, where international
UDF jumped an astounding

1300% from Rs 85 to Rs 1,180,
while its domestic fee rose
805% to Rs 600. Chennai wit-
nessed sharp inareases, with
domestic fees leaping 484% to
Rs 410 and international fees
surging 805% o Rs 625,

At Delhis Indira Gandhi
International Airport, interng
tional economy fees grew
400% from Rs 130 to Rs 650
Mumbal saw international
embarking fees jump 259% to
Rs 615 for economy class.

Southern airports in
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and
Cochin also registered steep
upward revisions, Bucking the
national trend, Kolkata's Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
International Alrport was the
only major hub to reduce fees,
dropping both domestic and
international charges by 6%.
Colleaed directly from pas-
sengers by Arport CONCEession-
aires, UDF funds capital
expendinire and operations.
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IndiGo to end Norse Atlantic lease,
discontinue wide-body operations

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@hbtlive.com

MNEW DELHI: India’s largest air-
line, IndiGo, announced on Fri-
day that it will discontinue its
wide-body operations effective
October 25, 2026, and end its
damp lease agreement—an
arrangement where the lessor
provides the aircraft, flight crew,
and maintenance — with Norse
Atlantic Airways effective Octo-
ber 31, 2026, citing geopolitical
challenges.

The carrier had entered into
the agreement with Norse Atlan-
tic Airways for six Boeing 787-9
aircraft in early 2025 to start lim-
ited long-haul operations, fast-
track learning, develop capabili-

ties, and establish a brand pres-
ence ahead of its Airbus A350
operations. “Due to the challeng-
ing operating environment trig-
gered by the ongoing geopoliti-
cal tensions, IndiGo today
announced that it will discon-
tinue its wide-body operations
effective October 25, 2026 and
conclude its damp lease agree-
ment with Norse Atlantic Air-
ways effective October 31, 2026,"
the airline said in a statement.
“The airline will temporarily
discontinue its services to and
from London Heathrow until
such time that its A350-900s are
delivered,” IndiGo stated.
Flights between Mumbai and
Amsterdam currently operated
with Norse will transition to

IndiGo's Airbus A32IXLR air-
craft, effective October 25, 2026.
IndiGo said the operating
environment has changed con-
siderably since the programme
was announced, driven by a sig-
nificant escalation in costs.
“Airspace constraints, ele-
vated fuel costs and currency
pressures have impacted route
efficiency, schedule integrity,
connectivity and overall compet-
itiveness. These factors have cre-
ated operational and economic
challenges at a time when vola-
tility across aviation markets has
reduced industry-wide risk
appetite, prompting a compre-
hensive review of the project and
evaluation of possible alternative
solutions,” the statement said.
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Air India deploys B787-9 aircraft on Delhi-Toronto route

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Air India on Saturday said it
has deployed its new B787-9
aircraft on the Delhi-Toronto
route and has expanded its
Canada operations for the
Winter 2026-27 season with a
new non-stop service
between Mumbai and
Toronto.

The development will see
overall capacity between
India and Canada increasing
by 4,400 seats each month,
with premium seat capacity
to Toronto boosting by 71
per cent, Air India said.

The launch of a seasonal 3x
weekly non-stop service
between Mumbai and
Toronto between October
25 this year and March 26
next year will add nearly
2,000 seats each week

between the two countries,
making Air India the only
carrier operating direct
flights between the two
cities, the airline said.

The service will be operat-
ed by Air India's Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft with signifi-
cantly upgraded cabin interi-
ors, featuring eight luxurious
first class suites with privacy

sliding doors, 40 flat beds in
business class, and 280 seats
in economy, it said.

Through Air India's hubs at
Mumbai and Delhi, customers
travelling to/from Canada
can connect seamlessly to
destinations including
Ahmedabad, Amritsar,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kochi,

Ludhiana, and Vadodara,
among several other Indian
cities, Air India said.

It also said that of the 10x
weekly flights the airline
operates on the Delhi-
Toronto route this Winter, 7x
weekly services will be oper-
ated by the brand-new
Boeing 787-9 aircraft, featur-
ing the airline’s latest cabin
products.

The remaining 3x weekly
services will be initially oper-
ated by Boeing 777-300ER air-
craft and will transition to the
new Boeing 787-9 from
lanuary 2027 as more aircraft
join the fleet.

With that, all Air India
flights to and from Toronto
will feature all-new or signif-
icantly upgraded cabin inte-
riors, delivering a consistent
premium experience across
the market, it said.
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AirIndia, SkyDrive, Suzuk:s:gnMoU tostudyfeasibilityof medicalairlogisticsInIndia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai.31.July

Air India Limited, SkvDrive
Inc, which develops and
manufactures eVTOL
aircraft, as well as Suzuki
Motor Corporation issued a
joint statement on Friday
that they have signed a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
conduct a joint feasibility
study on the use of electric
vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft for medieal
air logistics in India.
According to the
statement, India’s major
cities face severe traffic
congestion, creating
significant challenges for
time-critical medical
logistics. By combining

SkyDrive’s eVTOL

technology, Air India’s
operational expertise and
Suzuki’s India market
insight, the three companies
will take on the challenge of
realizing last-mile

emergency medical logistics,

contributing to the
advancement of India’s
medlical infrastructure,
according to the statement.

Commenting on the
development, Air India’s
Head of Cargo, Ramesh
Mamidala said, "India is one
of the worlds largest and
fastest-growing aviation
markets today, and we see
advanced air mobility as a
natural extension of the
country’s transport
ecosystent”.

“This collaboration with

SkyDrive and Suzuki reflects
our shared ambition to
explore 21st century
solutions to address
real-world challenges while
shaping the future of
mobility. The potential
application of eVTOL
aircraft for medical air
logistics is particularly
compelling because it
combines technology and
purpose, helping to reduce
critical transit times when
every minute can make a
difference.” Air India’s Head
of Cargo, Ramesh Mamidala
said.

“We are pleased to
contribute to this feasibility
study with our operational
expertise, airport
infrastructure knowledge,
and stakeholder

relationships to help
evaluate and develop a
framework for safe, reliable,
and scalable eVTOL
operations,” Air India’s Head
of Cargo, Ramesh Mamidala
said.

On the occasion of signing

the Mol, SkyDrive Inc
Founder and CEO Tomohiro
Fukuzawa said, “Since our
founding, SkyDrive has
been dedicated to
transforming the future of
transportation through the
aerial mobility revolution.
We are incredibly proud to
partner with Air India and
Suzuki to take a step toward
medical logistics—a sector
where every second counts
and lives can be saved”.

“In India, where chronic
congestion is a pressing

issue, utilising eVTOLSs for
advanced medml
logistics—including the
transport of high-value,
time-critical medical
supplies—will reshape
medical infrastructure. We
will work dedicatedly to
contribute to saving as
many lives as possible.”
SkyDrive Inc Founder and
CEO Tomohiro Fukuzawa
said.

Talking about the
development, Suzuki Motor
Corporation’s Executive
General Manager for Next
Generation Business
Development Masao
Fujitani said, *The eVTOL
aircraft being developed by
SkyDrive, with which
Suzuki is engaged in
business and technology

collaboration, represents a
new form of mobility that
embodies Suzuki's
philosophy of
‘Sho-Sho-Kei-Tan-Bi
(smaller, fewer, lighter,
shorter and nNeater)’, We
believe it has the potential to
play a role in supporting
medical infrastructure in
urban areas”.

“Under our corporate
slogan, ‘By Your Side,
Suzuki will continue to
provide diverse mobility
options tailored to
customers’ needs and
contribute to regional
development. By
collaborating with a wide
range of mobility
companies, including
SkyDrive and Air India,
Suzuki aims to realize

‘infrastructure mobility
closely connected with
peoples lives,” Suzuki Motor
Corporation’s Executive

General Manager for Next
Generation Business
Development Masao
Fujitani said.
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