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SGCCI pushes vision for world-class Surat airport

FPJNews Service

SURAT

Surat Is positioning itself for a
major leap in global aviation
connectivity as industry le-
aders call for the transf
ormation of Surat Inter-
national Airport into a wo-
rld-class hub capable of se-
rving passengers from 26
Indian states and global de-
stinations.

In a high-level meeting
held on Monday, June 29,
20248, at Samhari, Sarsana, the
Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SGCCI) engaged with senior
officialk of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), in-
cluding Regional Executive
Director Pulla Hezekiah to
present an ambitious roa-
dmap for the airport’s future
expansion.

The meeting, chaired by
SGCCI President Ashok Jir-
awala, highlighted the urgent
need to strengthen domestic

and international conne-
ctivity for Surats diverse
population, which includes
professionals and traders
fromacrossthe country.

“Citizens from 26 states live
in Surat for business and
employment. Seamless air
connectivity to their home
states and international de-
stinations is now essential for
growth,” said SGCCI Pres-
ident Ashok Jirawala,

The chamber presented a
comprehensive master plan

focusing on transforming the
airport into a future-ready
aviation and economic hub.
Key proposals included an
international air cargo ter-
minal, advanced navigation
systems, dedicated inter-
national passenger facilities,
expanded apron capacity
and the establishment of
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) infrast-
ructure,

The proposal also emp-
hasized developing an Aer-
otropolis and Airport Eco-
nomic Zone to integrate av-
iation with Surats booming
industrial ecosvstem.

“Surat is one of Indias fa-
stest-growing economic ce-
ntres. A world-class airport s
no longer optional—it is a
necessity for trade, tourism
and investment expansion,”
the SGCCI presentation noted.
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Delhi airport handled 7.5 million
international passengers in FY26

E—
Rohit Waid
' Dl i

The National Capital-based
IGI Al handled nearly
7.5 million domestic-to-in-
ternarional transfer passen-
gers during F¥2s, an in-
crease from 4.1 million in
FY25, according to the Delhl
Intermational Alrport Lrd
(DIALY,
Spesking w busdnessline,
Panicker
said transfer passengers now
sccounted for a slgnificant
share of owerall rtraffic
handled at the airport.
According o Panicker,
Delh airport handled close
to 7RT milion passengers
during the last Elmm.'{a]%'mr
from 79.2 million in FY25
with appresdimarely one in
four passengers transiting
throwgh the airport.

“In FY26, we handled
close o 7.5 million domestic-

te-Intermational passemgers
inborh directiong, " he said.

INCREASED ACTIVITY
The figures come at a time
when the alrport ls expand-
ing its hub-and-spoke con-
nectivity framework to facll-
e seamless domestic-tos-
inrernathonal transfers
throagh the matianal capizal.
As per DIAL, the airpory
has infroduced a range of
process  enhancements 1o

suppory  Transfer  traffic
growth, including intema-
tional-contact gates, dedic-
ared Internarional-to-nter-
mtonal  transfer  areas,
DigiYarra biometric e-gates
and segregated passenger
mavement carrdors.

Beaides, Panicker sadd the
new framework b expected
to significantly reduce trans-
fer times by allowing passen-
gera to complete immigra-
tion  formalides av  the
ariginating sirport.

ince passengers are only
required to undergo security
checks ar the hub
transfer times are expected
o remain well below one
howr in most cases,

The airport operator cited
that the framework has been
designed as an alrport-wide
upﬂhwﬂlﬂﬂmuuugmi
by  multiple
carriers.

domeste
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Hyderabad takes flight
as aerospace hub

METRO INDIA NEWS | HY DER ABAD

Telangana's ambition 1t
emerge as a global hub for
acrospace and defence re-
ceived a major boost on Tues-

day with the inauguration of

the second edition of Aeromart
Hyderabad 2026, which has
brought together leading air-
craft manufacturers, defence
companies, suppliers, policy-
makers and industry experts
from across the world.

Organised by BCl Aerospace
In partnership with the Gov-
ernment of Telangana, Telan-
gana Rising and the Telangana
Industrial Infrastmucture Cor-
poration, the three-day event
aims to strengthen inter-
national parterships, expand
supply chains and create new
business opportunities in the
aerospace, defence and space
SeCtors,

The event has attracted par-
ticipants from over 25 coun-
tries, with more than 500
companies and nearly 2000
delegates in attendance, More
than 8,000 pre-scheduled B2B
meetings are expected to take
place berween original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs),
Tier-1 suppliers, MSMEs and
other stakeholders across the
AETOSPACE eCosystem.

Addressing the gathering,
Telangana Minister for lrriga-
tion and Civil Aviation N, Uttam
Kumar Reddy said the state has
emerged as one of India'slead-

Flying High
B Participation from
over 25 countries

B Over 2,000 del-
egates

B More than 8,000
pre-scheduled
B2B meetings

ingaerospace and defence des-
tinations.

"Looking around this room,
I see some of the finest minds,

the most advanced tech-
nologies and the most ambi-
tious partnerships in global

aviation, space and defence.

The future of global nerospace
collaboration Is taking shape
right here in Telangana,” he
said. The minister, a former In-

dian Air Force fighter pilot,
highlighted Hyderabad's grow-
ing role in advanced manufac-
turing and global aerospace
supply chains. He also an-
nounced plans to develop avi-

ation infrastructure  in
Warangal, Adilabad and Ko-
thagudem to support the sec-
tor's future growth.

. Satheesh Reddy, Member
of the National Security Advis-
ory Board and former Chair-
man of Defence Research and
Development  Organisation,
said India’s acrospace and de-
fence sector is witnessing rapid
ransformation driven by in-
digenous manufacturing, inno-
vation and exports. “The world
is looking at India. Growth in
manufacturing, exports and in-
novation is aeating unpreced-
ented opportunities  for

industry,” he said, adding that
Hvderabad has evolved into a
strong aerospace and defence
ecosystem.The  inauguration
was also auended by Andreas
Schwab, Consuls General Gian-
domenico Milano and Marce
Lamy, BCI Aecrospace CEO
Stéphane Castet, and Telangana
Aerospace & Defence Director
Praveen P. AL

Backed by robust infrastruc-
ture, premier defence research
institutions and a rapidly ex-
panding supplier base, Telan-
gana Is steadily strengthening
its position as one of India's
leading acrospace and defence
manuficturing  destinations,
Aeromart Hyderabad 2026 is
expected to further boost in-
vestment, collaboration and
global parmerships in the sec-

Lor.
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Hyderabad airport plans
arrival fee for passengers

Airport operator proposes 23% departure fees cut while introducing a new charge for arrivals

;le.lawﬁﬂreﬂulr O
HEW DELHE

MHE-run Hyderabad air-
port has proposed intro
ducing an arrival fee for
passengers for the firsi
time, while reducing
depanture lees by 23%, in amove aimed
at fumdling lt= TER975-crome expansion
pebamy withoast materally clusnging over-
il passenyger revenue
Underthe proposal submitted iothe
Adrpons Econodnle Regulatoey Authoe-
ity of India (Aera), domestic arrivals
winild attract a fee of W70 For domiestic
Mights and internation] arrivids 1350,
accrrding toa etter reviewed by Wid
Approwal has been sought for the pro
pasalsto be elfective from | September
026 103 Mareh 2030,

Duaring the same period, domestic
departure fees, which form part of the
tser chevelopmiend fee (LTDF), would he
cul i K580, while internatbomnal depsr-
tuere fieess seonaled be redueed 1o 11150,

As presult, todal foes per passenger
wogtlel permaln af T30 for dosmestic and
L.A00 for international arrivals,
rotghiby wheere they are now.

The tarilT restruciuring is
|itemiided |1J.~sllpix:||'l & T 075 -
e pristn rogranmme underwhich

st iRl

Lr;x' '—,..--"|i

Hydm abad airport currently levies one of india's highest user development fees

) = + :
oo 1o revise Gl mid-temm when
cagucity additions wre commencialized.

“We are planning to spend around

LANT S e |r|,'||w,1':|~—b'|1'.1|?-1-:|1,||.'u'lu|r
a new terminal and a new runway,” K
Maravana Fno, muthaorized signatory on
bl sl Hyehernbued wlrpsort, worote ina
265 Jume hetber i Suyash Narvin, secme-
tary it arpearts tarfl regulor Av.

(MR Hydlerabad Intermational Air- w;ﬂtgg;ﬂ " aﬁrullplans .E:.‘m
ot r 1 mimsal passs

ot L i :]!L‘l|?|ll:].l'|h|||l’.|h\f‘ :1n|||.1.3‘_| 2 T975-crore haneling capaciry to

prassenger handlingg capacity 04 axpansion &7 il by FY 31

imiillion by fseal vear 200810 (FY3)  programme froem 34 millicn new

from the current 54 million. The

| & .
sinee FY2L From T8L i e movied up
o A5 in FY' 25, for domsestic :h~| Il
tures, witnessing four pevisions.

The alrport operator has also pro
proesetlan achitional variabe LanfT plan,
Unadeer tha, it will provide discounts to
el s they Eavmiel mew routes from
thie ot

Cueries emailed o GMR Airpors

THE progosal STAMEHOLDER
comes as the airpon discussions on the
recoversfroma®®%  proposal are
year-of-yead dropin - expectad to bagin
traffic in May nest wesk

38 B 25 AR i 3R 2
e i S

I.’-ﬂﬂﬁ“"'

B e
- l

N ES RN RN E AN NN

sl s aall b, B isae ro s e i
paving it uplmont it acounter, 1 ksa pan
altheirtickel price
Hyderabad alrport currenily levies
o of the country’s highest UDFs
Among GME-run airparts, only the
uporning Bhoggepursm and the opsers-
Lol Gesaatirports B higher passen-
wer chinrges of T35 and 1840, respe
tively, By comparison, Dethi and

FUNDING PROPOSAL Whiasshial alrports bevy substantlally

lowaer dhismestic degarture UDFs
[nternational charges vary by class
altravel

Accorcling to Niraj Hathi, sengor
director, mtings, Brickword Rat-
ings, GMHK Hyderabid Intermational

prromposesd fnvestmaent inclodes 5
pe ermmdnal. mansary, tdways anad air-
vt parkcing bays i the airpor s north
o pricinet.

This propesal comies as Hyderabad
adrport recovers froma SP% vesir-on-year
dhropin traificin May, fnllowing dismup-
thons cansed by the war in West Asia, 1l
sy condrasts with Heagalum ivirper,
which has progosed an 15% reductionin
passenger charges while seeking an

The airport operior sabd such a
chirze is already “approved by the
authoritv.” "We have proposed to
redlusce LB i the fifth vear.,.” it addied
Mirt has seena copy of the letler,

Stakeholder discussions on the pro
psat] are expecied to bisgin next weele

Areport in Parlament, presentedin
February this vear, shaws that LI a
Hydlerabad nirport has been increasing

were vl 1o elicit a response Ull press
time,

Lser development fees i an Inclia-
'\[H'I.'l”l:' rerminobogy, and s factored
it ticlosl prices of airlines. Globally,
there are different nomees such as pas-
senger service charges, srpor service
charges, passenger facility charges and
so o, Cienerally, charges are only on

departures. But, thive s no standard ong

Adepart's aroumd THL.O00 erore
expansion would enable revcovery
threwiagzh iser chianzes and londing fees
over the contrl period to support infm-
structure growth, “While this woidd
e to o eslevatied beverage profile for
the company in the near e, s debi
prodectbon metrics remain comfinna-
hibe.” he ackelesd

Fowrarnerfemaend persiom of Hris story, go
e livemimt.com.
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Cocaine seized
from Kenyan
woman at airport

A.Selvarajatimesofindia.com

Chennai: A Kenyan woman,
found carrying 850gm of co-
caine, valued at about #15
crore, was arrested by the di-
rectorate of revenue intelli-
gence (DRI) sleuths at the
Chennaiairport on Tuesday,
She tried to smuggle the
contraband by swallowing
capsules containing the
drug. Officials suspect she is
part of an international
drug-trafficking syndicate,

A DRI team maintained
surveillance at the airport
after receiving a specific tip-
off that a foreign national
would arrive carrying nar-
cotics on an Ethiopian Airli-
nesflicht from Addis Ababa.

The flight landed at abo-
ut 8.30am on Tuesday: Offici-
als intercepted the woman
who travelled from Kenya
via Ethiopia on a tourist vi-
sa. A search of her baggage
did not reveal any contra-
band. But as suspicion linge-
red, she was then taken to
the airport hospital, where a
body scan showed multiple
capsules inside her stomach.
With the assistance of a me-
dical team, officials recove-
red about 70 capsules from
her body;

The capsules contained
850gm of high-grade cocaine
with an estimated interna-
tional market value of %15
crore. The DRI seized the
narcotics and arrested the
WoImarn.
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Windfall levy
on petrol hiked;
lowered on
diesel, ATF

L. ]
Dur Burcau
Hiw' Didhil

Export levy on petrol has
been hiked, while thar on
diesel and jet fuel (aviation
mrhine fuel or ATF) has
been lowered, the Finance
Ministry motified on Tues-
day. This will not impact do-
mesthc retall prices.

According to the notifica-
thon, export levies (Spectal
Additional  Excise  Duty
(SAED)/Road and Infra-
structure Ciess (RIC)) on the
exports of I have been
raised to %4 a lire from
£1.50. However, the levies on
diesel will now be TRS) a
lirre from T14 and on jer fuel,
Ir will be £7.50 @ lore from
1250

The new rates will be ef-
fecyive for the formight
startang Julv 15. Forther, at
the time of imposition of the
I lewy, exemprion was
EEM OF £X rrts of
rod, diesel and ATF made by

publie scm:lr ol oo
fo Shatan,

Iia.uglndesh and Sri Lanka.
The exemprion has now been
extended to exports made by
public sector oil companies
o Mavririus and Maldives.
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Centre slashes 5 kg LPG
prices; reduces commercial
gas, domestic ATF rates

ﬂlruumu
Bew Dalhe

I ver apother indication of
the de-escalarion in the West
Asgan conflber, PSU ofl mas-
keting companies on Wed-
nesday reduced the prices of
commercial LPG by £183.50
per 19-kg eylinder, 5-kg LPG
eylinder by €13 and domestic
jetfuel prices by T5 per lizre.

The prices of domestic
142-kg LPG eylinders have
been left unchanged ar £942
per cylinder.

Wednesdav's  develop-
ment |s the second indics-
ton that the conflics in West
Asks is on the wane. On June

20, the povernment removed
curbz placed on the sale of
diesel and petrol from rerail
outlets operated by OMCs,
inchuding the cap of 2001 per
day per wehicle on diesel,
with effect from July 1.

The price of a 19-kg com-
mercial LPG cylinder was re-
duced by £183.50 per cylin-
der, beinglng down the cos
in Delhi to €2930 per cylin-
der. Similarly, the price of 5-
kg free rade LG (FTL) was
cut by 13 a eylinder w
TA0E 30 per cylinder.

The price of aviation Tur-
bine foel for domestic air-
lines wasg cur by 5 w €110
per litre in Delhi.
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[ndiGo introduces entry-level
economy fare for ‘lite’ travellers

E—
Dwr Bureao
Paw Diedhi

Alrline major IndiCzo hag -
troduced 3 new encry-level
umum::'r:i_.' class fare, IndiGo
Lire, which offers =s
travelling only mﬂFMn
ﬁp a lower-priced

et, while allowing them
to purchase additkonal ser-
vices rately.

lms'f;.?:dn ay, the airline
said the new fare will be
available for bookings from
July ¥ h s direct
channels, including rhe web-
site, mohile application and
contact centre, for travel

starting July 15,
According to IndiGo, the
e fare will be offered across

all domestic and interms-
tional non-stop routes, and
will be applicable for one-
way, round-trip and mol-
ciry bookings for both adult
Echildpﬁenger&
Under the new fare, pas-

7

sengers will receive s auto-
asslgned seat and a cahin

¢ allowance of up o 7
kg Check-in 2, how-
ever, will mot be mcluded In
thee base fare,

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Besides, customers will have
the opion to purchase addl-
vonal  services, includi

check-in b e, prefer:
seats, meaks and priority ser-
vices such s ‘Fast Forward'
separatelyup o one hour be-
fore departure.

Meanwhile, the alrline

said that passengers travel-
Hng under the lire fare will
conrinue to earn and redeem

Indites  EluChip  loyalty

ints. Commenting on the
aunch, Aloke 5i Chief
Strategy Officer, G, sald

the airline continues o ex-

pand its fare portfolio, in line

with evolving  customer
rements.

“Deskgmed for customers
who travel light and would
like oy pay only for te ser-
vices they need, IndiGo Lite
is another step towards
building a serong, fir-for-pur-
pose product portfolio, This
reflects our agility n re-

sponding to market dynam
s, w reinforcing  our
commilment W ma

travel more accessible an
affordable for our custom-
ers," said Singh.

According to the airline,
the intreduction of IndiGo
Lite & ds its existing 6E
Wiz o Fly portfolio, which
comprises Saver, Flexi Plus,
Inditzo  UpFrong,  Indi-
GoSeretch,  Screwch+ and
Lite.
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IndiGo introduces
cabin baggage-only
fares for passengers

IndiGo has introduced theentry-level lite fare
category wherein passengers can travel with
only cabin bagegage on direct domestic and
international flights. "Customers will enjoy a
lower base price with anauto-assigned seat at
noadditional cost, and acabinbag allowance
of upto7kes,” theairline, which 1s operated by
InterGlobe Aviation, said ina release on Wed-
nesday. The new fare option "IndiGo Lite™ will
be available for econony class passengersand
the ticket price will be the lowest among the
options offered. FTI
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ATF, commercial LPG prices
cut as softer oil eases costs

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mo Diedhi 1 juby

Aviation Turbine Foel (ATF) and com-
marcial Liguefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
prices were cut on Wedneadsy a5 ess lng
tenslons inWest Asia pulled down in-
ternation:al ol prices, while private fued
reaibar Mayara Energy lowered petrold
and diesal prices, becoming the fist re-
tatler inmore than two yesrs to reduce
UM Fakes.

ATF prices were reduced by about
T35 per lire, bringing the price In Delhi
o amund Tuo per litre, industry
soiroes said, The reduction ie the first
since the recent spike rriggsred by the
West Asia conllier.

0fl marketing companies (OMCs)
ako o the price of commercial LPG
by T183.50 per 19-kg cylinder, the first
reduction this year.

Commercial LPG will now cost
T2g930 per cylinder after touching a
recard T3 ks monthas geopolitleal
tenslons pushed uperude oll prices.

Alongside, the 5-kg marked-priced
of Free Trade LPG (FTL cylinder cost
wasalso reduced by 21310 TES 50 per
kg cylinder.

Prices of domestic 14.2-kg LPG cyl-
Imscdars were lefi unchangad a1 Bs g4z

Last month, the povemment Intro-
disced an ATF pricestabilisation scherms
uncarvwhich particlpating aidines could
Toury et fisel at a fxed price of Ti1s per
lirre for up o three years, Aldines thar do

MAYARA ENERGY LOWERED
PETROL AND DIESEL PRICES,
BECOMING THE FIRST RETAILER
IN MORE THAN TWO YEARS TO
REDULCE PUMP RATES

not opt for the schemes continwe to pay
prevailing market rates. Under the
mechanism. if benchmark ATF pHces
rise abwne the base mie of TRA.32 per litre
— iquivalent to.a recall price of T115 per
lirre after alrport charges, of company
imsargins sl appdicable taes — the gov-
emment will provide Interest-free ad-
vances o oll markering companies o
Dridge thie diffenends.

When benchmark prices fall below
the e pate, the ecess amount will be
recovered from the companies and
credited back to the Consolidated
Fund of India. It was not immediacely
knowm how many airlines had opted
For the stabilisation scheme.

Meanwhile, Industry sources sald
the T per litre pet fuel price i for
domessic alrlines

Stare-owned fuel retailers fevise ATF
and commercial PG prices an the fisg
dayofevery month based onthe average
imernarionsl benchmark price in the
preceding month anid foreign exchange
rates_ Separately, Mayar Enenry our pet-
rol prices by 35 per lirre and diesel by 13
per linre across irs network of mone than
7000 fuel srarkons, sources sakd.
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Airlines unbundle fares to
woo price-conscious flyers

FE BUREAL

New Delhi, July 1 NEW AVENUES
8 'IndiGo Lite' is its
cheapest ticket option,
allowing entry-level fare
for passengers travelling
with only a cabin bag

-~ oGy

DOMESTIC AIRLIMES ARE
increasmgly  unbundling
their products to cater to dif-
ferent categories of travellers,
offering stripped-down fame
options that lower the entry

ticket price while charging | BAirindia Express also m Alr india offering tickets
separately for services such as offers a cabin baggage- thatare ¥500-600 cheaper
checked baggage and meals. only fare by excluding meals

The move, led by IndiGo and
Alr India over the st ey
weeks, reflects a growing
focus on attmcting poce-sen
sitive passengers without
resorting to blanket fare cuts,
while alsa opening up new
avenues for andllary revenue.

InterCilobe Aviation-oper
ated IndiGo on ‘Wednesday
introduced “IndiGo Lite, an
entry-level fare ategory for
ECONOMy passengers travel-
|'u1t; on direct domestke and
intemnational fights. The fane
allows passengers to travel
with only a cabin bag of up to
7 kg and inchudes an auto
assigned seat, making it the
airline’s cheapest ticket
option, “Designed for cus
tomers who travel light and

would like to pay only for the
services they need, lndiGo
Lite is another step towards
building a strong, fit-for-pur-
pase product portfolia] said
Aloke Singh, chiefl strategy
officer at IndiGo,

The launch comes barely
two weeks after Air India
rolled out its ‘Basic’ fare on
select domestic routes, offer-
I:Lg thckets that ame around
2 500- 600 cheaper by exchud
ing complimentary hot
meals. Air India Express, too,
offers a cbin baggape-only
fare for trvellers Iooking for
lower-priced tickets

The back-to-back bunch
&5 underscore a broader shift

in aidine pridng strategics,
wherr cartiers am inoreasing
ly moving away from a one
size-fits-all approach towards
segmented fare products
Instead of cutting farex
across the boand, airlines an
allowing  passengers  to
choose services they mequim,
whether it is checked bag-
gage, meals, preferred seating
ar I-||:-:||1||h_1_,- n |11|u]|f}' ek -
ings, The strategy also enables
airlines to display lower head
line fares on travel booking
platforms, whene ticket prices
often influence consumer
chobce, while penerating
additional revenue though
optional add-on services,
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Air India up?rades
Melbourne flights

NEW DELHI: Air India,
on Tuesday said that it
will deploy its B777-
300ER aircraft with
upgraded cabin
interiors on flights
between Delhi and
Melbourne from
Wednesday, replacing
the existing aircraft. The
airline will also
introduce First Class
suites on the route.
“Configured in a three-
class layout, Air India’s
upgraded Boeing 777-
J00ER features eight
First Class suites, 40
fully flat Business class
beds, and 280 economy
class seats, representing
a substantial increase in
premium capacity
compared to the
existing B787-8 on this
route, which features 28
Business Class and 241
Economy Class seats,”
the airline said. NEHA LM
TRIPATHI
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IndiGo unveils cabin
baggage-only fares

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Wednes-
day announced a new f[are
option - 'IndiGo Lite", for its
economy class passengers, an
entry level fare that would
allow flyers with only cabin-
baggage to pay just for the util-
ised services.

The airline said this new [are
will be available for booking
exclusively on IndiGo’s direct
channels including the website,
mobile application and contact
centre, starting Wednesday for
travel effective July 15, 2026. It

also said that the new fare will
be applicable across its domes-
tic and international, non-stop
routes for one-way, roundtrip,
and multicity journeys, for
both adult and child passen-
gers.

“Customers will enjoy a
lower base price with an auto-
assigned seat at no additional
cost, and a cabin bag allowance
of up to 7 kg,” the airline, which
is operated by InterGlobe Avia-
tion, said in a statement on
Wednesday. HTC
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SpiceJet suspends flight
services from city airport

The airline operated flights to cities including New Delhi, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Patna, Hyderabad,
and Shivamogga from Chennai; flight services are expected to resume in October this year

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

piceJet has suspend-
SEd flight services

from Chennai air-
port from this week, sourc-
es said.

At Chennai airport,
close to 55,000-60,000
passengers travel every
day, and SpiceJet was
among the various airlines
offering flights to quite a
few destinations.

According to Airports
Authority of India (AAI),
the airline was operating
nearly 10 flights a day till
April 30. The airline han-
dled flights to cities includ-
ing New Delhi, Ahmeda-
bad, Kolkata, Patna,
Hyderabad, and Shivamog-
ga. “They have been gra-
dually reducing the opera-

Brief halt: An official said that SpiceJet had been gradually
reducing its operations at Chennai airport in recent times before the
suspension. FILE PHOTO

tions in recent times before
suspending it now,” an offi-
cial said.

Sources said the suspen-
sion was temporary and
that the services from
Chennai airport will res-
ume in October.

Since the wet lease for

aircraft had expired recent-
ly, the airline had to stop
the flight services from
Chennai airport for a cou-
ple of months, sources
said.

AAI officials said anoth-
er airline had drastically
cut down on the number of

flight services recently due
to the steep rise in jet fuel
prices.

P. Sankar, a frequent
flyer said, it is disappoint-
ing that passengers will
have one option less to
choose from the list of air-
lines. “It is crucial for an
airport to have sufficient
number of airlines and off-
er connectivity to more
destinations. This way they
can attract more passen-
gers. Adequate options will
ensure that the passengers
have reasonably priced
fares. For instance, bet-
ween Chennai and Thooth-
ukudi, only one airline op-
erates flights and the fares
are pretty high. If there is
more competition, the
fares will be affordable and
it will significantly help
passengers,” he added.
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« THE MOVE REFLECTS A GROWING FOCUS ON ATTRACTING PRICE-SENSITIVE PASSENGERS WITHOUT RESORTING TO BLANKET FARE CUTS

Airlines turn to unbundled fares to woo budget travellers

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delni, Julyil

DOMESTIC AIRLINES are In-
creasingly unbundling their
products tocatertodifferent cat-
egories of travellers, offering
stripped-down fare options that
lower the entry ticket price
while charging separately for
services such as checked bag-
gage and meals.

The move, led by IndiGo and
Ajr India over the past few
weeks, reflects a growing focus
on attracting price-sensitive
passanpers without resorting to
blanket fare cuts, while also
openingup new avenues for an-
cillary reventie.

InterGlobe Aviation-oper-

ated IndiGo on Wednesday in-
troduced 'IndiGo Lite’, an
entry-level fare category for
economy passengers travelling
on direct domestic and interma-
tional flights.

The fare allows passengersto
travel withonly a cabinbagofup
to7kgand includes an auto-as-
signed seat, making it the air-
line's cheapest ticket option.

"Designed for customers
wheo travel lisht and would like
to pay only for the services they
need, IndiGo Liteisanotherstep
towards building a strong, fit-
for-purpose product portfolio,”
said Aloke Singh, chief strategy
officer at IndiGo. The launch
comes barely two weeks aftar
Alr India rolled out its "Basic’

The strategy enables airines to display lower headline fares on
travel booking platforms. reumeas

fare on select domestic routes,
offering tickets that are around
Rs 500-600 cheaper by exclud-
ing complimentary hot meals

while retaining the standard 15
kz checked bagage allowance,
7 kg cabin baggape and tea or
coffee. Air India Express, too,

offers acabinbaggage-only fare
for travellers looking for lower-
priced tickets.

The back-to-back launches
undersooreabroadershift inair-
line pricing strategies, where car-
riers are increasingly moving
away from aone-size-fits-all ap-
proach towards segmented fare
products. Instead of cutting fares.
across the board, airlines are
allowing passengers to choose
only the services they require,
whether it is checked baggage,
meals, preferred seatingor flexi-
biliry to modify bookings.

The strategy also enables
aifdines to display lower head-
line fares on travel booking
platforms, where ticket prices
often infloence consumer

choice, while generating addi-
tional revenue through op-
tional add-on services.

The trend comes amid in-
tense competition In the do-
mestic aviation market and con-
tinued growth in passenger
traffic. For consumers, the new
fare options offer greater flexi-
bility and potentially lower
travel costs, particularly for
short-duration trips where
checked bagzage or onboard
meals may not be necessary.

For airlines, however, the
move is equallyabout diversify-
ing revenue streams and maxi-
mising vields by tailoring prod-
ucts to different traveller
sepments rather than compet-
ing solely on ticket prices. FE
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IndiGo launches
cabin-only fares

reliCio hies it roduced the cniry beved live Fane
I calegory wherein passengers can travel with

only cabin baggage on direct domestlc and
intermational Nighits.

“Desigmied for customers whao travel light
s wonld Filke to pay only for the services they
neecl, IndiGio Lite is another step towards
st leling a stromg, fi-For- porpose prodiet
e Folia, This reflects ouwr agility in
responding to the market dynumics while
h*luflm.'llmuqll'l'l TR Erpean Lk uh;ig traviel
e o e anvd alTordabde for oar
customers,” IndiGo’s chiel strategy officer
Alokie Singh said.Air India Express offers cabin
|u1|.|;|,;:l|,|;|,ﬂ-|r|1i:| e |r|:!l{}||1||;w|'.lr|'\ dived 2 00
Right=daily. L]
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ATF, commercial LPG prices

_ LPG prices cut
cut as softer oil eases costs

MPOST BUREAU

ing the first fuel retailer in
more than two years to lower

ra
NEW DELHI: Aviation lnwe pump rates.
rs petrol,

turbine fuel (ATF) and

Industry sources said

commercial LPG prices diEﬂl rates ATF prices were reduced by
were reduced on Wednes- about Bs 5 per litre, taking
day after easing tenstons the price for domestic airlines

in West Asia brought down inter-
national crude oil prices. Private
fuel retailer Nayara Energy also cut
petrol and diesel prices, becom-

in Dielhi to amund Rs 110 per litre.
This is the first reduction after prices
had risen sharply during the recent
conflict in West Asia. Continued on Pé

Commercial LPG prices were

cut by Rs 183.50 per 19 kg cylinder,
marking the first reduction this year.
The price now stands at Rs 2,930

per cylinder afier reaching a record
Rs 3,113 last month due to higher
crude oil prices linked 1o geopoliti-
cal lensions.

The price of the 5 kg Free Trade
LPG (FTL) cylinder was also reduced
by Bs 13 to Bs 808.50. However, the
price of the 14.2 kg domestic LPG
cylinder remains unchanged at Rs
942,

Last month, the government
introduced an ATF price stabilisa-
tion scheme allowing participating
abrlines to purchase jet fuel at a fived
price of Bs 115 per litre for up to
three years. Adrlines that do not join
the scheme continue o pay markel-
linked rates. Under the mechanism,
the government provides interest-
free advances to oil markeling com-
panies if benchmark ATF prices rise
above the base rate of Rs 86.32 per
litre. If prices fall below that level,
the excess amount is recovered and
credited 1o the Consolidated Fund of
India_ It was not immediately known
how many airlines have joined the
scheme.

rately, Nayara Energy
m‘]E:E p:l.r}ul ]:':I'EC!.‘E by mb;} per litre
and diese! by Bs 3 per litre across its
network of more than 7,000 fuel sta-
tions. The move follows lower global
crude prices after supply concerns
cased with the de-escalation in West
Asta and the recpening of a key mari-
time route.

Mayara had increased petrol and
diesel prices by the same amounts on
March 26 following the Iran conflict.
State-owned Indian O Corp, Bharat
Petroleum Corp Lid and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Lud kept retail fuel
prices unchanged. In Delhi, Indian
OHl continues to sell petrol at Bs
102.12 per litre and diesel at Rs 95.20
per litre. Sources said Nayara’s Vadi-
nar refinery in Gujarat has completed
maintenance and is now operat-
ing at full capacity to meet domestic
demand.
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Indigo ‘Lite’ fare for ones

with only cabin baggage

ENS ECONDMIC BUREAU @ New Dethi

AMID a surge in airfare prices,
IndiGo, India's largest airline,
introduced an entry-level lite
fare catepory wherein passen-
gers can travel with only cabin
bagegage on direct domestic
and international flights.

The fresh move by IndiGo
comes weeks after Tata
Group airline Alr India
introduced itz own
Basic fare, where it
gave the option to opt
out from complemen-
tary meal.

The change in fare
structure by two leading air-
lines comes as India’s aviation
market is grappling with high
operating costs and a slow-
down in passenger demand.
Owing to a sharp surge in jet
fuel prices in the wake of the
West Asia crisis, airlines have
been taking several steps, in-
cluding cutting down opera-

=

tions, to save costs.

While Air India, a full-serv-
ice airline, has unbundled
meals, IndiGo has unbundled
check-in baggage. As per esti-
mates, passengers can save Hs
300-500 by opting for unbun-
dled services.

The new IndiGo fare in-
cludes one cabin bag weighing

up to 7 kg and a personal
item. 300 word. “Cus-
tomers will enjoy a
lower hase price with
an auto-assigned seat
at no additional cost,
and a cabin bag allow-
ance of up to 7 kes,” the
airline, which is operated by
InterGlobe Aviation, said ina
release on Wednesday

The new fare option
‘IndiGo Lite" will be available
for economy class passengers
and the ticket price will be the
lowest among the options of-

fered under various categories
by the airline.
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IndiGo expands Noida ops with 9 new routes

Shafaque.Alam@timesofindia.com

Noida: IndiGoexpanded its network from
Noida International Airport on Wednes-
day, launching lights to nine more cities:
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Dharamshala, Bhopal,
Dehradun, Bareilly, Kishangarh, Pantna-
garand Chandigarh.

The airline commenced commercial
operations {rom Noida airport on June
15 with the inaugural flight from Luck-
now to Noida. It has since been running
daily flights to Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Jammu and Amritsar

The July1additions take the number
of cities connected to the airport to 15.
Akasa, which started operations from
Noida airport on June 16, flies to Benga-
luru and Navi Mumbai.

While IndiGo will operate daily to
most cities, it will fly to Bareilly on

A GREATER NOIDA RESIDENT

It took me just 40 minutes to
reach the airport from home,
against the 90 minutes it usually
takes to reach IGl. There's now
no rush at Noida airport, so
check-in was smooth

d

Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday,
and Kishangarh (Ajmer) on Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday.

“IndiGo will start direct Navi Mumbai
flights on.July 10. A direct flight service to
Srinagar will alsostartsoon,” NIALnodal
officer Shailendra Bhatia said. Currently,
the airline has a Jaipurlayvover for the No-
ida-Navi Mumbai route and Noida-Srina-
gar flights are routed via Chandigarh.

REKShahi, aresidentof SectorZetalin
Greater Noida, who flew from Noida air-
portto Hyderabad on Tuesday afternoon,
said, “It took me just 40 minutes to reach
the airport from home, against the 90 mi-
nutes it usually takes to reach IGI. The-
re’'s no rush at Noida airport, so check-in
was smooth. The airport is significantly
improving the travel experience for peo-
ple in Noida and Greater Noida.”

NIA expects to have the infrastructure
for international flights, like customs and
immigration, ready by the end of this vear.

The carrier, meanwhile, introduced
IndiGo Lite Fare, a new entry-level eco-
nomy option for passengers travelling
with only cabin baggage up to 7 kg and
with an auto-assigned seat at no additio-
nal cost. The fare excludes free checked
baggage, allowing customers to pay only
for the services they use.
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