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Bihar govt, AAI ink MoU
to develop six airports

New Delhi: An important memorandum of understanding
(Molly for the development of six airports was signed cn
Monday between the Government of Bihar and the Airports
Authority of India (AAl) in the presence of Chief Secretary
Amritlal Meena at Bilbar Niwas in New Delhi.

Notably, five airports owned by the Bihar government —
Birpur, Valmikinagar, Saharsa, Madhubani and Munger — and
Muzaffarpur airport owned by the A Al dia have been identified
under the ‘UDAN scheme ofthe Government of Indix. The Civil
Aviation Ministry has sanctioned 725 crore for each airport.

The Moll was signed by Executive Director Anami Pandey on
behalf of A Al and Director Civil Aviation Dr Nilesh Ramchandra
Devre on behalf of Government of Bihar.

The chief secretary and Kundan Kumar (Resident
Commissioner, Bihar) from Government of Bihar and Member
(Finance) among others were present
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BIHAR GOVT, AAI
SIGN MOU FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF
SIX AIRPORTS

PATNA: Bihar government on
Monday signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MolU) with
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) for the development of six
airports in the presence of chief
secretary Amritlal Meena in
New Delhi.

The five airports owned by the
Bihar government - Birpur, Val-
mikinagar, Saharsa, Madhubani
and Munger, and Muzaffarpur
airport owned by AAI have been
identified under the Centre’s
‘UDAN’ scheme. The ministry of
civil aviation has approved ¥ 25
crore for each airport.

A pre-feasibility study was
conducted by the state govern-
ment for all these six airports.
After this, this Mol was signed
after getting the approval of
Bihar cabinet recently.

The Mol was signed by exec-
utive director Anami Pandey on
behalf of AAI and director Civil
Aviation Nilesh Ramchandra
Devre on behalf of Bihar govern-
ment. HTC
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CISF hosts workshop on
airport sector

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
took a significant initiative by recently hosting
n high-lovel workshop that brought together all
the key plavers in eivil aviation and VIP
security to enhance safety and improve the
passenger experience for everyone, The
‘Functional Workshop of Airport Sector,” held
nt CISFs Alrport Sector Headguarters on June
27, 2025, saw top CISF officials, atrport security
chiefs [rom across 69 airports and
representatives from key organisations like
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, DGCA, BCAS.
AAL Delhi Police. BOL, SPG. NSG, DMAL, and

representatives from major airlines like Air
India Express and Indigo come together under
one roof, This workshop focused on making
alrport security not just stronger but also more
efficient and passenger-friendly
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TN govt fixes
compensation for
greenfield airport

in Chennai

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHEMMAIL DHNS

Determined on a greenfield
airport Tor Chennad in the
neighbouring Kanchipur-
am district despite protests
from locals, the DMK dis-
pensation in Tamil Nodu
has fooed compensation for
the lnnd o be aequired at Ts
35 lakh-2.5crore peracre.

Ofthe 5,000acres needed
Tor the projece which slilely
wo fructily ineight years, the
government already owns
LT acres.

The compensation pack-
age fived for the remaining
3,300 acres of land across
dizens of villages is about
three o seven times higher
than the government-fixed
auadeline value in the area,

While a flat rate of Rs
35-60 lakh per acre was
fixed fior 1,906 acres of land
whose puiddine value is s
517 lakhy, compensation can
e et through private ne-
godiation for 374, 53 acres of
lnnd

In Parandur and Egana-
puram-— theepicentreof the
angi-airport protests for the
past three years —as well as
other villages, the compen-
sarion throush private nsgo-
tintionscould be as much as
Rs 2,57 crone peracre,

The "high compensa-
tion package” could be an
indication that the DMK
dispensaton is resolute
in implementing the proj-
ect. The government in April
received in-principle ap-
proval for the project from
the Civil Aviarion Ministry.
Thee Tamil Madu [ndustrial
Development Corporation
(TIRCLY is now working on
the tendertoselectaconces-
siongire to baild the facilicy.

“A new airport is an ab-
solute need of the howr for
a ity like Chenimad, which i
frstexpanding. Withtheeity
emerging asamajor hub for
phobi] electron cs mamafue-
turers, aswanky airport will
only belpthe seate,”a source
ol 2L
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Dumna
Airport
receives hoax
homb threat

FP News Service
JABALPUR
—

Jabalpur’s Dumna Airport
received a hoax bomb
threat via email on Sunday.
The airport was immedi-
ately evacuated and the
Bomb Detection and Dis-
posal Squad (BDDS) team
started investigation.

In about 3 hours of
searching, no bomb was
found in the airport prem-
ises,

After this, the airport
management has lodged an
FIR against the unknown
accused in Khamariapolice
station. Similar mails have
also been received at 40
other airports In  the
COUntTY.

An email was received at
the airport officer’s mail
address

In the mail, it is written
that “powerful explosive
devices are hidden in
packed bags around the
airport, You have to evacu-
ate the buildings immedi-
ately. You have twm hurry,
otherwise the people inside
will be killed, they will lose
their hands and feet. We
are organisations named
“Road Kill” sand "Kyon” be-
hind this terrorist attacl.”

As soon as the email was
received, the airport offi-
cials swung into action and
the terminal was evacu-
ated. BDDS, ambulance and
fire brigade along with the
police of Khamaria police
station reached the spot
Officers and employees
took charge and the BDDS
team started investigation
around the airport. The in-
vestigation continued for
about three hours. The air-
port’s terminal building
was also investigared, but
nothing was found there.
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PILOT AMONG 5 ARRESTED

Search for parents uncovers plot to dlsmpt dea alrport s land acquisition process

hlEErl LULJHA
MOIDA, JULYY

JUST 5 krn away from the Noida
Intemational Alrport, cemeng up
al Jewwar, stands a rehaband eha-
bilitation [RER) site, an exposed
hrick house with a lock hanging
o its bown ion gate The hotise
in Hohi village, according tovil
lagers, was aflocated o 75-year-
ol Hansraj — a Birmer who had
allegedly refused o give up land
for the airport project — and his
famiy by the bocal adminstration
Last Friclay, the Greater MNoida
Police had rescued Haneraj, along
with his wife Kamiesh Deviand
elder son Saurabh, from oulside
Dayanatpur village in jewar, Five
persons, including a mlotworking
wi thi a commercaal airline, were
arrested onSaturday for alleged iy
orchestrating the abduction as
part af a phot to disrupt the air-
b acouisition process and
reapillegal fmancial revands,

The palice identified the ac-
el as Caprlain PuttanSinghand
his wife Sarojbala, residents of
Moida's Seor 135 Pawan
Chaudbary and Pramod residents
of Dayanatpur village; and
Ramadevi a resicent of Maidan
Garhi inDielhi

The police said the invalee-
ment ofthe five accused cameto
light when the farmer's younger
s, Sonu, moved the Allahabad
HighCourton june 2 acousing the
police and administrathsealicials
of kid napping his Gimily.

The cowrtwent on o orderthe
police to present Hanseajand his
family before i The matter will
now be heard on july 7.

Earlier, Greater Moida DCP
Saad Miya Khan had told media-
persons that Hanssyj and hisfam-
iy were among the residents of
the ax villapes that were relabil-
iated duringthe firststage of the
airport'sdevebpmeri “However,
Harsraj, Kamblesh Devi, Saurabh,
and Sonu objected to the shift to

House in Rohi village allocated toHansra) and his family; howse bold items dumped inside (right). vesmis o

the R&R site and had been staying
& their howse in Rohi o the Last
rhreeyears On May 29, tey wene
moneed by the jewar sub-district
magistrale to the R&R ste”

Their ordeal allegedly besan
soonafer

When The Indien Express vis-
ited Kohion Monday, the house
allocated o Hansraj was Found
ampty. Inside the howse, Layapile
of clothes, three oots, and several

plastic fruit baskers. The neigh-
bours sid they have nokdea ol the
Gmily's whereabouts “Amund 4
pm an May 29, nwovehicles - a
smalltruck and atractor - loaded
with household iems arrived...
Theydumped the temsinsdethe
howseand lefi” 2 neighbowr said.

Two hours later, as he does
everyday, Saurabh came to his
aunt’s house to hand over milk,

‘Hewasaccompareed bya palice-

o rL. Whien Lasked hirm abot his
parents, he sad that Hansry had
tobeadmited o Kalach Hosptal
alter he suffered anasthmatic at-
tackwhile they were being shified
tovthe R&R site”

“By 7 pmi,we reachid dve hos-
pitalb ut veere stopped at the gate
by the police, Theytold us that no
one s supposed to meet the fam-
ly... We then came back." <aid
Saurabh's cousin

Follovwang this, onJune 2, Sanu
mioved HC, Riirng aHabeas Cospus
peton aginst the polce and ad-
minigrative olficers. He alleged
they had illegally detained hisfa-
ther, mother, and brother.

On June 4, Hansry was al-
hepedly discharged From the hos-
pital, said his brother. Hansraj
alorg with hes wile and Saurabh,
came tostay a his housein Rohi
headded.

While the pofice have S that
Harsraj had takencompensation
for the project. his bracherdlaimied
that Hansrag had not gvenup his
land. “In 2018, when we were
ke tovacale ourland while we
gave in, Hansraj decided not to
eveuphisland Hewas under the
influerce of somee funers and did
not vacate the kind. He neither
ook amy compensation” he told
The Inclican Exprress.

YAround the end of 2000, we
weTe given conpensation for our
Lanel., In 2021, we started basleling
our house, while staying on rent
in Ranhera village and shifted in
October; headded,

"“When Hansraj was dis-
dhanged fromithe hospital on june
4, he wasunwell He complained
of diamhoea stomach ache, and
his lefi foorwas swollen Wewene
concemid and asked him to stay
with ug” be further said.

He added that on June &
arourid 10,35 pmy, when Hansraj's
condition detenoraed, Saurabh

took him and his mother aaay,
"He saic] he was tkang his father

o the hospital. They never re-
murmed.”

Accordeng o DCPKhan, the pi
Jot, who i the mastermind in the
case, abducted the three on une
Ban thepretext al taking themio
another hospital for better treat-
et and held thern hostage ina
secluded endosure outside
Dayanatpuc

Last Friday, Hansraj's brother
s they received acall froan the
police, mforming them that the
thiee had been found

The police, in & statement,
have satd that on June 9, Sonu's
petition was accepied by the HC,
whichdirecied the police topres-
enl the three before it by june 11,
"When we failed o do so, the HC
shilfted the hearing to July 7, We
setupseveniearms and found that
theaccused had llegally confined
the family On June 27, we mecos-
ered them from Pawan's howse”
sandl DI Khan,
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Security at Agra
airport beefed up
after threat mail

Agra: Security at Agra airport
has been beefed up after it
received a threat mail, police
said on Monday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (City} Senam Kumar
said the airport security filed a
complaint regarding the threat-
ening email on Sunday, follow-
ing which a case was registered
at Shahganj police station.

The complaint did not spec-
ify the details about the threat,
police said.

“Similar emails have been
received at other locations as
well, and we are in contact with
officials there. A thorough
investigation is underway. The
airport premises has been
checked, and nothing suspi-
cious found,” the DCP said.

The FIR has been registered
under BNS Section 351(4)
(criminal intimidation by an
anonymous communication)
and Section 66F of the IT Act.

Police are working to trace
the source of the email and
assess its credibility, officials
said. PTI
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Draft aviation rules
worry flat owners

Fear apartments in flight path may be razed

RACHEL DAMMALA |
HYDERABAD, FUNE 30

A propesed get af aviation
safety rules by the Contral
EoverTunEnl has relgndted
pulbdic (=t i
Secunderabad over the
risks posed by Begumpe:
airport’s location in a
densely populated part of
Hyderabad  Though no
demolition orders  have
been lssued yed, the min-
Isiry of civil aviailon's
draft rules, titled Aireraft
{ Demalition of
Ohstructions cansed by
Buildings ond Trees efc)
PRules, 3856, hawe prompt
el housing colunies near
ithe alrport to brace for
posalhle conseguences

According to the drafi
published in the Gazette
of India on June 18, 3028,
the director gemaral of
civil aviatbon (IGFCA ) may
lssue motices for demoll-
thon ar helght reductbon i
buildings or tress within
airport flight paths are
ford o obstruct aireenfi
operations ar violate safe
Ly norms,

Fesbdents living around
Begumpel fear thai, onee
the rules are notified,
thair multi-storey homes,
some of which have bean
Magpmi in past surveys,
eoihd be declnred obstrue
tions and marked for dem-
olition. “This area lLas
been home to my family
for over 40 years, Now sud-
denly we are hearing that
our building could ke a
safiely threat. 1L is terrify
ing and unclear, we don't
know I we will be com-
pensated or evem jgiven
tima,” said Anita Gearge,
a residemt of New
Rhniguda

Anvlhep pedident,
redired defence employes

WV Gopal Rao, added,  —ay,

“Our building has
clearance  certif)-
cates  from  local
authorities and now they
are lalking aboul demoeli-
Lioos undes central mules.
There Is no clar

this will be applied
People are Living in fear
Raizing these concerns.
civilians  and

DEMOLITION FEAR

THE DIRECTOR
general of civil avia-
Gon may kssue
notices for demoll-
tion or height reduc-
tion if bu'lg-

Ings ar trees

within alrport

aircraft oparations
or violate safety
nOrms,

IEIEIId T5 LIVING
around Begum
fear that, umepﬂe:'e
rules are notified,
thedr multi-storey
homes could be
declared ohstruc-
tions and
marked for
demolition.

loeal civie ups have
urged the Union gowern-
ment to consider melocat
ing Bapumpel alrport to
Dundigal, far ffom dense
residential arens. In a for-
mal better to the DGCA, A
Secunderabad-based
forum =aid the airports
Ineation within fhe city
rajses both safely and
urban planning concerns
dus w s proximity to
narrow  roads, schools,
hospitals and high-rise
buildings. “The airport is
barely used for commer.
cial oparations anymors,
bul residents are being
mnde o Llive with the con-
sequenices of its nce.
I safety is truly & con-
cern, the best eourse of
mction is to shift it alto
gether,” said Samki
Ravinder Babu, puneral

serrelary of
Cantonment Vikes

Manch.

"
*a 3

The group argued thal
Dundipgal offers beiter
long-term potential with
ample spaca, reduced air

comgestion and a
safar aperational anviron
mienl. They ciled the suc
enssful shift of
Hyderabad's main airpori
from  Begumpet to
Shamsahal a8 & work-
able modal

While the draft rules ame
yed fo be lsalised, they
huree abready caused anxi
ely  among  resldenis
Under the proposed
framework, once 4 viols-
tion is reported, property
owmers must suhmit docn
menis inclading site plans
and structural delails. [P
deemed an chstruction, a
demaolition or reduction
order may follow, with
compliance timelines as
short as &0 days If the
miles am passed in their
current form, they could
be applied broadly aoross
all airports, including
ones  llke Begumpst
where surrounding land
i= alronady in high demiand
for redevelnpment

Residents  amd  civic
forums are now urging
others in alfected arens to
review the draft and file
objections or =

ore the early
line. “We are nol
safely,” said Ravinder
Db, “but It cannol come
al the cost of displacing
long-time resklents with-
out a fair process.”

OUR BUILING
@ has clearance car-
tificates from local
authorities and now {
are talking about .
tions under central rules.
There is na clarity on how
this will be applied. People
are living in fear.
=¥, GOPAL RAD
Retired defence employee
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Fake Al Content on Air India Crash
Poses Headwind for Regulators

A wave of misinformation, created by generative Al, has sﬂarmed the internet

Aringim Mbjumdsr
LHimanshilochohab

New Deihi | Membaic Doy s
thwreraahnl =p Az Indio Boring 797
e in Aberwreiabued killone 75 pe
ople. 3 prelimifiary vesthEaton
g W foumed cerubsiing |
imtenrirries. The report, e for
an ool Sppeard oemulhe with
VIR G rminslenes. o
vang it o prafesssorms] bond
Hewever 3 closer scruting by tra
i ey eveneally revealod tho
it was cyeated by a=n Al platform
unmy ddertaily from o 204 iecidont
imuiving South Ame
ricen siriine LATAM
gicing it & commrincing
lend. By the (ime. the

o e webaiies had alres
-~ dy run beadlines. clouding
the mimds of ihe poble, amt
even thot of several pilots
Winh the June 1T Adr Inellls oot
sty publc cErmr sz soror
st g dens updates, 3 wrveof fal
o rinrrnniien, ncioding piciunes
sl vadews rremted by proeTaine
Al b smarmesd the mtermet
=W Wi e BT bingt -
e i b bed schows arw bevers
g Ad mned sormal mevios platforrs

Bo spereadd =il
Ao oo
gl commut fransd during
wrresgtrve ewenis loke the A Inelin
Fllighst 171 crash " sadd Arid Felan
ox fotatailer amd CHID at digital froaim]
dietrctea fiem mPilisrdt

Hriar's firm foomed jrteeres of £
ker widhern showsing the aflrrmnath of
e adr aoridiend amd ovona ciseof A
framduderd  fumdaising  sitemps
“This i a ik Gane o oimot kil
Iv<drmvn lnsncial fronsd, often o
rated {oom wrrrernbde or urperl
e sourres, ” b sand, ety for
rialilar ediwsallbon to diflerentinks o
ntiznair frven erosnaprudsied oo

A per the |ntermstions] Tl Ay

Istinn  Cirgan)
mdbum’s (AL

rocomeeits
fions oo pod
oinmnicn
tion  jractices
JCADEprincpdet. dor g prerdfi crms-
r‘“ﬁ hess, 0f is cssenih
oS f
pumd al to comimnk

cale  ellectively
aprelmimaryrapert ) (he mesiin

W o etusaine (e e
owracy of  infermation 1||'|IL'!u|r-|!
il i n poblic trest

The civil aviation ministry' last
wirrkl sanl the Asrerafl Accldent 16
vestigndinn Hurman (AATERhas s
ceiediilly extracted datn froem the

cockpat virsos rscorder andd Bl da
tn recorder of the alr
cradt, Beth the CVH ansd
the FIOR were motvod th
AAlEs lnb in New Dol
oy o 34 dune, mor than
ek afler thiy were mooye
rescd Frottn Ched icormath skt i At
. The min sty Eld vot gy
e farth dielme
ol Cen, ndoermwer pllot nnd elyof
execyitive of Sadety Opernting Sy
mlr, A provideer of oonsulbng sy
vices abaocidem irwstigations &
Il weithy thae groswEng prevalinon of
Genpl, there peds 0 by & poa
iz shin for providing informa
thuti Iy AAID ®Ner an evenl likea
crmeh. “This ks the most extrnsive
coiioff muisbnfier muation that o be-
on s during any secident. The
ANIE shauld b howing daily brie
P i o 1 duipimie b= nacriecst i
globse Becniase b theabsoise ol in-
Evrenathon, 1 s mdskdformation
which fills the vaid, " Cox i)
BOOM, 6 fact-checking pladlorm
Fortarai] Lemagens ff adrorafl wilh s ta-
il on fire ar even an Al generatexd
image of & wrechage infedm of the
Ahmednbo] nirport, which was
s crended by AL BOOM used Al
image deteciors, withall ding
i btk Hke oo ol Ehis balng Al
ponernbod. However, nome of ihe
posts comtnimeed o disclapmers
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Jet Fuel Price Hiked by 7.5%

LPG price for commercial units cut by 58.50/cylinder

PT1

New Delhi: The price of jed fusl {ATEF) was
shorply by sed by 7.5% on Tuesday,
wihikle the cost of LPG used in comumercinl
establishments was reducesd by TR0 per
evhinder, reflecting shifts in international
henchmark rotes,

Aler thres ronends of prioe ciss, avinton
furbdse el (ATF) price was n

ull rates that follewed Israels atiack on
Iran [t month, ¥o bnmesdiste comiments
could be obtadned from the airiines on the
Impnetof préco ke

Prices of ATF and LPG differ fromt state
to state depending on the neldenss of le
el taxes, including VAT,

This i= the fourth straight Techaction
comumercial LPG rates Prices were Inst mo
e Dy 04 prer 19 g oyl ke i Fane 1

creamd by BFTLE per Kilolitre,
o 75%, 1o MWE.SLL05 perld i the
national caphal—home o one
of the buskest alrpoets In the
CONETTY, aceorthiFg to Stnge-0een-
od fued retnilers

The increase amounds o balf
of the toml mduction imple
mented cver three monthly in
slalimenls shnoe April.

ATF pirtoe was last tedioed by
438 per ki (2EMS) Eo
L] & peer kl an June 1. Pri
ar 1o that, rates wepe cut by
4.4 % {T3.850.58 per K1) om May 1
aril & steegs reduclinn of B15%
(25, 870,56 per ki) on April 1

The increase in ATF price is
in line with the spurt in global




AIRPUHISAU‘I HO RIT‘Y OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXFRESS LELHI 2 JOLY 2025

IndiGo launches
long-haul flights
to Manchester

DOMESTIC
+ CARRIER IMDIGD
lsunched itslong

bl international
operations with its inaugural
flight Landing in Manc hester
from Mumbal The flight will
be operated with Boeing
FET-2 Dreamliner arcrak
three times a week, the
airline sad
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‘Opportunity for India to
become a major hub for
sustainable aviation fuel’

SUSTAINABLE AVIATION fuel
(SAF) is currently a buzzword in
the global aviation industry's de-
carbonisation ambitions. The bio-
fuel, which can be blended with
regular jet fuel, is expected to be
the bigeest contributor in the in-
dustry's decarbonisation efforts.
According to PREETTJAIN, Head -
Net Zero Transition Programs
at airline industry body
International Air Transport
Association (1ATA), India is well-
positioned to emerge as an inter-
national SAFmanufacturing hub,
provided it capitalises on the op-
portunity with concerted efforts,
primarily through a policy push
and incentives for the segment’s
valuechainInan interactionwith
SUKALP SHARMA, Jaindelvesinto
the global SAF ecosystem, its chal-
lenges, lessonsfrom other regions,
mandates-versus-incentives de-
bate, and the road ahead globally
as well asinIndia. Edited excerpts:

How critical is SAF for the
global aviation industry’s
decarbonisation targets? Is
SAF production ontrack to
meet multilateral
requirements and regional
and country-specific
mandates?

There are four things which
we have identified for the decar-
bonisation roadmap—sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF), operational ef-
ficiencies,{ carbon) offset, and hy-
drogen and electric planes. All of
themareimportant. While all are
important, SAF alone is likely to
account for over 60 per cent {in
decarbonisation)..On SAF, itisime-
portant o understand thatevenif
wedeployall the solutions today,
they canonly bringacertain level
of arbon emission reduction. We
are still far away from our final
goal, as well as mid-term and
short-term goals, because SAF
currently stands at just around 0.7
per centof global jet fuel produc-
tion. Wemaparound 300renew-
able fuel projects around the
world, and we considered 160
projects forour assessment. We
saw thatnearly 54 per cent of the
projectsare just announcements;
all of them want to produce SAF
by 2030. Each plant would likely

$ The Indian EXPRESS

THE EXPRESS

wiTH
PREETI JAIN
HEAD- NET ZERO TRANSITION
PROGRAMSE, INTERMATIONAL AIR
TRAMSPORT ASSOCIATION

take at least four-five years tobe
built, and it doesn't look likely that
manywould be ready by 2030.

Having eardierworkedin this
domaininIndia, how do you
see the country's SAF
ecosystem?

I have witnessed this ecosys-
tem for more than 10 years in
IndialI'dsayIndiais headed inthe
rightdirection and should do fine
in meeting the initial require-
ments. Interestingly, India wants
to come up with its tallor-made
policies which can help its own
ecosysterm.

The country has announced
itsintent to have time-bound SAF
blendingtargets. Butwe areyet to
see a firm roadmap and the im-
plementation plan Vanousindian
energy comparnies are workingon
SAF projects. These companies
have always come forward to do
what is required by the govern-
ment and intemational commit-
mients. 5o, I'm positive about India,
The question is would India be
happy just doing the bare mini-
mum to meet mandates and re-
quirements? Or does it want to be

Wed, 02 July 2025

ahead of the curve and start mak-
ing SAF not just for Indian airlines,
but also for international aidines
operating to India? There is
enough ethanol supply in the
country,and some of it can be di-
verted to make SAFE.India wants
to export ethanol, and similarly,
SAF alsopresents asimilaroppor-
tunity. There can be a ‘'make in
India forthe world opportunity in
SAE India can potentially manu-
facture 40 million tonnes of SAF
by 2050.

What isit thatindia shoulddo
to meetSAF requirements as
well as become anSAF
manufacturing hub?

India should prioritise feed-
stock for the production of SAF
withoutwaiting further, leverage
the existing refining capability, in-
vest in the research and innova-
tion and new technologies.
Funding should be made available
to projects as well as the feedstock
ageregation supply chains. Italso
needs to be ensured that the SAF
manufactured in India meets all
sustainability certification crite-
ria, and that needs to start now,
notwhen the plants are ready for
production.

Europe already hasSAF
blending mandateswhich

have come much before
CORSIA's mandatory phase
kicks in(from2027).Isita
move in the right direction?
Mandatesand incentives need
tocome together inthe right pro-
portion. While there is already a
mandate in Europe, the funda-
mental question is about the
ecosystem, is it ready? That
ecosystem readiness was not
there and in such a scenaro, man-
dates aren't going to really be ef-
fective. Much of the SAF being
used in Europe is coming from dif-
ferent continents. Does it even
make sense, considering long-
haul transportation of the fuel it-
self would have a high carbon
footprint? Thatiswhy we areask-
ing forincentives tobe brought in
sothatthe local ecosystem is pre-
pared with enoughdomestic pro-
duction. FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/776
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ATF price up 7.5%, commercial
LPGrate cutby ¥58.5

New Diellhd: The prsce of wviagion turbdoms fued INTF) was
shamply increased by 75% on Tuesdzy, while the cost of
m1  LPG used In commencial

eatablishments was redhisced

: : by 15550 per cvlinder,
reflecting shifts n internas-
tonal benclimark rates. The
Inwerease ammsoumis b hall ol the
total reduethon implemented
over three monthly instal-
mveris slnee Aprl Pl
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Boemg CFO exitis latest change in chief executive kelly Ortberg’s C-suite

oelng's top finance
executive 1s stepplng
down after 3 tumuliu-

ous four years for the jet
mukier, the latest high-profile
lesder 1o leave slnce Chief
Executive

v Aug 15,

West helped lead Boeing
throwgh post -Covid tumult, 3
damuaglng machinisis steike
and fallout from last vear's
near-catasirophic fuselage-
panel Blowout on an Alasks
Alrlines Righ.

In Agwril. the Arlington, Va.,
conmpany posted Jis strongess

quarterly

Kelly Ori- mwmmmm results

I T = i ||‘|
over last
year.

Finance chbef Brixn West s
belng replaced by acrospace
veteran Jesus “Jay® Malave |
who stepped down In April as
chief
defense company Lockhesd
Martin. The change |5 effec-

Nnancial officer of

Bl nee
before the
Alaska Alr ineldent.

Oirtberg has boen \!Lil"illl#
up Boeing's management
sinee arriving a1 Boeing in
August, Defense chibel Ted
Colbert Beft last vear shortly
after Oirtherg's arrival. Bos-
Ing's quality chiel. lis chief

Informaon officer amd s top
lobbyist have also departed
the company.

Wt was a Boe ng outsliders
when he became CFO In
Augnisst 2021 as the company
rewsled from dual erises: the
Ciowvild -1 pandeemic and a palr
of fatal crashes a few years
earller.

Last year It ralsed more
than 524 billion through the
sahe ol common and prefemed
stock , a move toshore up s
finances while it was burming
through s cash reserves, The
company in April agreed 1o
sell soame of fts navigation
business to private-equity
firm Thoma Bravo for more
than 510 hillbon.

“Thasse past few years have

EEEEE

.-...-

Felly Oriberg has been shaking up Bosing's management since

arriving sl Bosing in Auguse BLOOWEL R
statement. He commencded
Waest for ensuring the Boelng
team “had the resources o

b= some ol the most oonse-
quential in Boelng's history,”
Ortherg sald in a writen

continue the eritheal work 1o

strengthen safiety and quality
ACTORS GALT rjlll.'t'.ilul.ll.l:w.'

Before coming o Boeing.

West was CFO of market-re-
search firm Niel-
sen when it was

Brian West is

headguarters. But Ortberg,
who moved to Seattle from
Florida after taking the Boe-
Iy oy, Dins prowssised thees coam-
pany's for-flung executivesto
movie closer o
the units that

b By Dhviiid Cal- being they rum.
houn , Bosing's ]Er:ﬂja:;"dhy A b chunk of
former  CED, Malave, who Boelng’s man-
West also spent agement and
16 vears at 1i;-.-i1.- stl!ppad down in u:'a:uu[:u-mm 3
eral Electrie. April as CFO of operations  are
Once Malave Lockheed Martin around Seattle .
assumes  the — The company

finance-chief
rode, West will become a sen-
o adviser o Oriberg.

West, for vears, lved in
Connectleut. and was among
executives who resided far
away from Boelng's corporte

muinkins is cor-

porate headguarters in
Arlington, Va. A Boeing
spokeswoman sald Maluve
expets o be hased in Searle.
Mulave limd been Lock-
heed’s chief finuncial officer

simce Febrary 2022, when
the company recrulted him
frovm smialler rival L3Harss
Techmologles.

He Is joining Boeing after
the company has made
changes within its defense
division foallowing costly mis-
steps. The division secounts
for about amne-third of Boe-
Inegr's annusal revenase.

The company scored a
much-needed win earlier this
Yearw hen i wom a contract to
develop the Alr Foroe's nex-
generation fighter jet and
recently hived former North-
rop Grumman executive
Steve Sullivan to oversee jis
Adr Foree One program.

E2005 DDW JOMES & OO, INC.

Seedbacka livenint com
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Report on Al crash soon

RAJESH KUMAR
W New Delhi

early 20 days after the
N."'Lir India crash in
Ahmedabad killed 270

people including 241 on
board, Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB} is
likely to release a preliminary
probe repart by next week
The document, which is
likely to be four to five pages
long, will be erucial becanse it
will provide initial insights
into the c¢rash on June 12,
including the possible causes,
sources said here on Tuesday.
As per International Civil
Aviation Crganisation (ICAQ)
Eujlid'mr_s. India is required to
file a preliminary report with-
in 30 days of the crash. The
complete probe report is
expected in roughly two
months from now, which
would be three months from

the day of the crash. Sources

satd the pn.-limina.r}' report
will inelude details about the
aircraft, which was a Boeing
Direamliner 787-8, the crew,
conditions at the Ahmedabad
airport, and the weather on
June 12, when Air India flight
171 crashed, ruughl 30 sec-
onds after taking off.

Details about the wreckage
will also be part of the report,
as will the name of the inves-

tigator in charge. The docu-

ment will chart the progress of
the probe, outline the next
steps that need to be taken and
]'ughllghl areas thal need fur-
ther investigation.

Just days age, the junior
minister for civil aviation,
Murtlidhar Mohol had said
all angles are being investigat -
ed in the crash, including
sabotage.

Cantinped on # P2

Report on Al crash soon

Coatinued from » P

"It (the
plane crash) was an unfortu-
mate incident. The AATB has
begun a full investigation into
it 11 is being probed from all
angles, including any possible
sabotage. The CCTV footage
is being reviewed and all
angles are being assessed.
Several agencies are working
on it he had said.

“It has never happened that
both engines have shut down
together. Once the (full) probe
report comes out, we will he
able to ascertain if it was an
enging problem or fuel supply
issue or why haoth the engines
had stopped functioning.
There is o Cockpit Voice

Recorder in the black box,
which has stored the canver-
sation between the two pilots.
It is too early to say anything
but whatever it is, it umxumc
out,’ the minister added,

The Boeing 7B7-B
Dreamliner, which was oper-
ating as Air India fight AI-171
ttﬁlgnndnn. had takelg:nﬂ'l:'mm
Ahmedabad and crashed into
the complex of the B] Medical
College — an aerial distance of
less than 2 km. The crash took
place at 1.39 pm, just 32 sec-
onds afier the sircraft ook off

Of the 242 people, includ-
ing 10 crew members and
two pilots, on board the flight,

only one — 40-year-old

Vishwash Kumar Ramesh, a
British-Indian who was
returning to the UK after a
visit - survived. At least 30
people an the ground, inclod-
ing trainee doctors, were also
killed. The document will
focus on establishing a time-
line of the crash, It will also
detail critical information such
as cockpit conversations, pilot
gctions, system performance,
weather data and air traffic
control communications, the
report added.

While the report s not
expected 1o assign definitive
blame, it will mark the first
time that investigators publicly
share insight into what hap-

pened inside the cockpit and
on the ground in the final
minutes of the Mlight.

Meanwhile, legal teams
from the US and UK are
preparing to sue Air Indis and
Boeing over the devastatin
Air India crash, The leg
action is being considered to
seck enhanced compensation
fovr the Joss of lives in the trag-
ic incident.

According to sources, the
litigation is being spearhead-
ed by UK-bazed Keystone
Law partners Jaumes Healy-
Pratt and Owen Hanna,
alongside aviation law special-
ists from the US-based
Wisner Low Firm
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38 hrs after Guj crash, another
Air Incha flight had close shave

B-777 Suffered 900ft Altitude Loss; Pilots Off-Rostered Pending Probe: Al

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A second Air In-
dia wide-body aireraft had a
midairsafety scare within 38
hours of the June 12 AI-171
crash in Ahmedabad, involv-
ing a “stall warning” and a
double “don't sink caution”
from the ground proximity
warning system after the
Boeing 777 inexplicably suf-
fered an altitude loss of
around 300ft during climb.

The pilots of the flight to
Vienna stabilised the air-
craft from what sources
said was a precarious situa-
tion, reflected in a “stick
shaker” warning that refers
to the control column on the
flight deck shaking and mak-
ing a noise to indicate some-
thing is not right.

Luckily for the passengers
and the crew, flight AI-187 had
no hiccups thereafter and
landed safely in Viennaaftera
nine-hour, eight-minute jour-
ney. After a technical halt ne-
cessitated by war-induced air-

Following the Al-171 Dreamliner crash in Ahmedabad, DGCA had issued

anotice on June 17 directing Air India to strictly focus on safety

space closures that have made
some aviation routes longer,
the aircraft proceeded to To-
ronto with another set of
crew, officials said.

The flight report for the
Delhi-Vienna sector only had
the “stick shaker due toturbu-
lence after take-off men-
tioned and not the other oc-
currences in detail”, officials
said. When authorities exam-
ined the B777's flight data re-
corder; possibly as part of en-
hanced surveillance ordered
by DGCA after the AIIT

crash, “other occurrences”
came tolight, they said.

“Upon receipt of the pi-
lot’s report, the matter was
disclosed to DGCA in accord-
ance with regulations. Subse-
quently, upon receipt of data
from the aircraft’s recorders,
further investigation was ini-
tiated. The pilots have been
off-rostered pending the out-
comeof the investigation,” an
Al spokesperson said,

DGCA has since started
an investigation into the
cockpit emergency and sum-

moned Al's head of safety for
a hearing. According to
flight tracking sites, B777
(VT-ALJ) took off at 2.56am
on June 14 in bad weather.
Delhiwas witnessing a thun-
derstorm at the time.

Following the AI171
Dreamliner crash, DGCA is-
sued anotice onJunel7, rais-
ing “concern regarding re-
cent maintenance-related is-
sues” reported by Air India
and directing the airline to
strictly focus on safety while
strengthening “internal co-
ordination across engineer-
ing, operations, ground
handling units™.

“0Old Air India (when it
was a PSU)did not have com-
fortable planes running on
{ime, but safety was never an
issue. Now, planes, at least
the narrow body fleet, are
better but passengers are ap-
prehensive about safety. The
new management needs to
win back passenger and em-
ployee trust at the earliest by
doing all it takes,” an avia-
tion industry insider said.
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