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Noida Int’l Airport to start

commercial flights June 15
IndiGo to operate Ist flight, Akasa, AT will follow

Noida, May 1: Noida
International Airport on
Friday announced that it
will begin commercial
flight operations from June
15, marking a key mile-
stone in the long-awaited
greenfield aviation project
in Uttar Pradesh.

IndiGo will operate the
first passenger Right from
the airport, followed
shortly by Akasa Air and
Alr India Express, accord-
ing to a statement issued
by the airport operator.

The commencement of
operations comes after its
inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and the receipt of
approval of the
Aerodrome Security

Programme (ASP) by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security

The approval confirms
that the airport’s security
framework, svstems, and
operational procedures
are in compliance with

regulatory requirements
ahead of the start of com-
merclal services.

Further details on flight
schedules, destinations,
and passenger facilities
will be announced in due
course, the statement said.

Developed to cater to the
growing demand for air
travel in the National
Capital Region and western
Uttar Pradesh, the airport
has been designed with
modern terminal infra.
structure, efficient opera-
tions, and multimodal con-
nectivity, it added.

The airport aims to
ensure a seamless passen-
ger experience while pro-
viding airlines with cost-
efficient and reliable oper-
ational facilities,

The beginning of com-
mercial operations would
significantly boost region-
al connectivity and sup-
port economic growth,
trade, tourism, and invest-
ment in the broader

region, according to offl-
cials,

The Noida International
Ajrport (1ATA code; DXN)
will connect the greater
Delhi region and western
Uttar Pradesh to major
domestic and internation-
al destinations.

According to its long.
term master plan, the air-
port is likely to scale up
its capacity to handle over
70 million passengers
annually in phases over
the concession period.

Describing it as a “world-
class airport,” the state-
ment said the facility
blends Swiss efficiency
with Indian hospitality
and will offer a wide range
of passenger services and
commercial amenities.

The airport also reiterat.
ed its commitment to
achieving net-zero emis-
sions, supported by sustain-
able design principles and
environmentally responsi-
ble operations. PT1
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How rural economy around Bhogapuram airport is taking off

Villages transform with rising investments, employment and commercial activity

G Maga Sridhar wiarks i,
Ahogieeswn prices h{mgwg up
w 5 crore-tR crore an
The rural landscape around acre, said RS Hao, a Vi
the %ﬂ I::In'nhmed infra-
Bhogspuram srructure developer.
Alrportin Andhra Pradesh's Hosplrality majors, too,
i district is un- arg lining up investments.
dergoing a vizible evonomic f The Oberol Groopand May-
trangformation, with a I.Al‘rl"rllrrl:l-l. The main tmmrdutthe:urpurt, whu:ha falr Hotels and Ilesnm are
in local business nearing completion. & &-km highway Enk is also under '|,|,|n_'r_|,|:|,s rrunl
%nﬂ empliVMENT OF-  CONStrUCHON duss i Hmﬁ Pradesh
porunities and real-estare mnmm '3 oW tourism
&e:ruud:he-adnfju earnings have doubled :ndlhve and ks faster pace of
'pmdunu,gum:innin]upl?- I!llll.;.:fﬂm lasr s months," nﬁeﬂl clearances are Ty In-
Villages dotting the xir- Vempada Ramoms, a oruck Ulmnﬁ:m:ethﬂ: w}n re-  vestments into the region,”

mone are wirnessin

Eul;h:&ud commerch
activity, with small busi-
nesses e and land
préces dsing by as hos-

ality chains, real-estare
developers and commercial
plavers scout for kand.

“For the last two years,
economic activiry has been
gathering pace due to the
pace of construction amd
the ¢ Increase in vis-

iror o the region.

driver from Hajapuvalasa

vilkage, robd buesimezsiine.
“'I'Imhxﬂbeenanu:ln.l—

rise in

hﬁﬁ:u.- M!. mum

uﬁumn‘qﬂeﬂeﬂﬂ:ﬂr h*—

wechnic courses,

cunedjutuu.utedmﬂualr-

ecogysteny,” sxid K
mmeﬂmlu of

L‘hepu]a!uuchemvl]l:ge
“1 am

the furure. The nmmm!r

foorfall has been encour-

cenily setup a general store
a:llehipe;,?lnﬁrednppm-
ite the alrports approach
road.

LAND PRICES SOAR

The airpost-driven eco-
the region's real-estate dy-
namics. “Two years ago,
land prices ranged from
£15 crore o 3 crore an
acre in most of these vil-
lages. With infrastrocture

ment official said,
that Chief Minkister N
Chandrababo Maldo ks ex-
pected  announce fresh
investments in the region.
The completion of the
alrport remains a key infra-
strocture priority of the
vernment, with it fearur-
prominently in the pre-
commirments of the
MDA alliance in the 2024 As-
sepnhly electiong.
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Noida airport to start ops from June 15

—
Rohit Waid
Pl Dl

The Mokids International Ale-
port (NLAY, located in Jewar
ownship of the Greager
Nobda ares, will begin com-
merchal flight operatons
from June 15.

The launch of services fol-
lows the insuguration of the
airport by Prime Miniszer
Narendra Modi, and the re-
celpr of approval for the
Aerodrome  Security  Pro-
gramme from the Burean of
Civil Aviathon Securiry.

The ai FAtOr G0
]Wldafsm?ohu?appm

confirms that the abrport’s
securiry framework, systems

and n,i'ver:lrln procedures
are in place in Ene with rejgu-
latory requirements ahead of

the smam of commerncisl
SeFViCes.

SCHEDULE 800N
As per NIA, the commence-
ment of operarions i expec-
ted to creste 3 new aviarlon
E.ltw.aq.- for passengers, air-
nes and cargo [oes in
the Munn.ﬂ Cagaral Region
and north India.

Nozahly, IndiGo will oper-
are rhe fiesy flight from the
alrport, marking the n-
n].r;:;I of schedunlgd pmb:rﬂﬁr

services. This will be fol-
lowed by operations from
Akasa Afr and Air India
Express.

Further derails r
schedules, dmnulﬁmng
passEnger Services ane ex-
pected to be announced
subsequenthy.

MEETING NEEDS
The akrport, developed w
cater o growing air travel
demand, fearures modern
repmingl Infrastructure, op-
erational systems and mal-
timpdal connectiviry.
Aceording o NIA, the air-
For[ has been designed to of-
er an efficlent passenger

journey while supporting ake-
lines through cost-effective
and relinble operations.
Besides, the start of com-
mercial operations s expee-
ted w suFﬁ;-Dt"[ regl.uulrr;n-
nectivity and contribute o
econamic activity across the
wider region. The albrporr,
which carries the IATA code
DXN, Is intended to serve the
greater Delhl reglon and
western Uttar Pradesh.

PASSENGER CAPACITY

The project & being de-
veloped, constructed and op-
erated by Yamuna Interna-
tomal  Alrport Privame
Limived, 2 wholly-owned

subsidiary of Zurich Airport

International AG,

CONCESSION PERIOD
The concession period fior
the abrport commenced on
xctober 1, 2021, and will re-
niain valld for 40 vears.

In l1s first phase, the air-
port includes one rumway
and one passenger werminal
with an annual hapdling ca-
pacity of 12 million

rs.

Under the svisrion facil-
iry's measterplan, the sirport
J? up-u:nedpm be rxupiurg:ed
over thme 1o serve moe tan
70 million TS
il passeng



AIRPORTS AUT HORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHL 2 MAY 2026

AITST SR ETg
IR W 15 SHASSH

TS ST TAEHEN 15 T H
TS SEHT =61 TREEH 3% S|
TN 3Tg1 HeTsh o 94 o TR U8at
AEH ST o1 HHTeTH Sre s, [579& 951
STRTET W 7R W Efear usrauy off Sieg
qiETer 3% ST | 9= | et T 6
T 745 Gl 51T SgHTe S AN
fermr geen =70 (SiEuey ) 9 g4 o7gr
&1 HIUeHH i Hoil e o a1G 78 TheH
ISR & 1 91 3 el foh 3eMT & ¥,
et iR A glaEred ¥ et fawgd
SR ST ST o) S|



Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHIT 2 MAY 2026

NMIAL dismisses IATA’s concerns
over high acronautical charges

SURAJEET DAS GLIPTA
Mew Delhl, 1May

Adani-mun Navi Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (NMIAL}) has rejected the
conoem raised by the Intemational Air
Transpont Association (IATA), repre-
senting more than 365 airdines world-
wide, regarding the high acronautical
charges and the user development fee
(UDF) imposed on airlines and passen-
izors for using the new airport.

The IATA is of the view that it could
affect passenger demand in the airport
in the initial years of operations.

In its response, NMIAL has written
to the Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority (Aeral, stating that the airport
charpesat the new airport were only 4-5
per cent of the overall cost of operations
of the airlines and that analysis had
been supported even by the IATA . “Ac-
cordingly the assertion (by the TATA)
that tariff levels matedally constrain de-
mand or route development is ccon-
omically overstated,” NMIAL added.

NMIAL was responding to argo-
ments of other stakeholders in respect
of the Arra consultation paper of March
17, 2026, in the matter of determining

Turbulence ahead?

1ATA: High aeronautical charges in the
initial years would slow the demand
and impact the airport’s growth; needs
to be moderated

WMIAL: Airport changes onby 4-5% of
airlines operation cost. won't impact
demand and growth

MNMIAL: Artificial reduction in earky
year tariffs won't eliminate costs but
wolld defer recovery, forcing sharper
Increases in subsequent periods

acronautical tariffs in NMIAL for the
first control period between April 1,
2005, and March 31, 2030

The LATA has arpued that aemonauti-
cal charpes, including the UDF, in carly
vears of operations should be moder-
ated to reflect the limited traffic base
and the role of WMIAL as a secondary
airpart during the ampup stage.

It has argued that hish charges that
have a bearing on passengers can
dampen demand and slow the develop-
ment of the airpon’s catchment.

The airport, however, said the aem-
nautical tarfls at NMIAL were deter-

mined not on the basis of acoelerated
cost recovery but throwgh the author-
ity's {Aera’s) prescribed methodological
approacty It said tariffs in early years re-
flected “a controlled allocation of cost
recovery alipned with a prudent ramp
upof tariff, mther than disproportionate
front loading of charges on early users™.

Any artificial reduction, it said, in
tariffs would not eliminate costs but
would defer recovery, resulting in
sharper increases in subsegquent control
periods. 1t also said it had desipped the
tariff structure keeping in mind the in-
terests of airport users. It has proposed
tariffs for FY27 at the same bevel as the
ad hoc mtes cleared Fya6. This, it said,
has been done to avoid any sudden tariff
shiock to airport users during the initial
vears of mirport operations.

The Lufthansa group has complained
thiat agpinst the initial completion date of
December 2024, the deadfine was revised
to December 2005, and intemational op-
emtions were supposed to start on April
1, 2026, (which did not happen). So there
has been a delay of four years and the
umers cannot be penalised forthe cost in-
efficiency and mismansgrment on the
part of the opemtor to maet its desdlines,

Commercial
flights to take off
from Noida
airporton June 15

DEEFAK PATEL
New Dedhi, 1 May

The Moida Intermational Airport on Friday
announced that it will start handling com-
mercial Hight operations from June 15,
with IndiGo set to operate the first flight
from the greenfield airport in the Mational
Capital Region (NCR). Akasa Air and Adr
India Express are expected to begin flighes
shorthy after, it added.

0m March 28, Prime Minister Narendma
Modi inaugurated the Noida airport, after
the approval of its aerodrome security
program by the Burean of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).

Witu Samra was appointed the interim
chicf executive officer (CEOQ) of the air
port’s operating entity Yamuna Intemna-
tional Ajrport Private Limited (YTAPL) on
April 24, after directions from the BCAS
that the CED of an airport operator in
India must be an Indian national.

Christoph Schnellmann, the Swiss na-
tional who had been CEO of YIAPL sinoe
Aungust 2020, has ransitioned to the role
of executive vice chairman on the board of
the company.
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Noida Airport

to Start Flights
fromJuneils

IndiGo to operate 1st
service; capacity to

scale up to 70 million
passengers annually

Our Bureau

New Delh1: Noida International
Alrport will begin commercial
flight operations from June 15,
marking a key milestone tor the
long-delayved greentield aviation
projectin Uttar Pradesh.

Indi1Go will operate the f1rst pas-

senger tlight from the airport, fol-
lowed by Akasa Alr and A1lr India

Express, the airport operator said
In astatement Friday.

Thealrportwillstart with an ini-
tialcapacityof 12million passeng-
ersavyear. Once all tour phases are
completed, 1t will beable to handle
70 million passengers annually
wlth sixrunways.

The ailrport, initially slated to
open 1n September 2024, missed

multiple deadlines due to pande-
mic-led disruptions in construc-
tion material supplies and delays
in regulatory approvals.

Zurich Alrport, which won the
bid 1n 2019 to builld and operate the
alrport for 40 yvears, has 1nvested

about 7,200 crore 1n the f1rst pha-
se. Harly commencement of ope-

rationsiscriticalfor the company.
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NOIDA AIRPORT
TO START FUGHTS
FROM JUNE 15

HOIDA
HTERM &
TIOMAL
ARPORT

that it will begin
commercial flight
operations from lume 15,
marking a key milestone in
the long-swaited
greenfidd aviation project
in Uttar Pradesh. IndiGa
will operate the first
passengerflight from the
alrport, followed shartly
by Akasa Ar and Ar [ncha
Express according to a
statement ssued by the
alrpart operator. The
commencamentof
aperations comes after its
inauguration by Prime
Minister Marendra Modi
and the receipt of
approval for the
Aerodrome Security
Programime from the
Bureau of Civil Awiation
Securty. The approval
confirms that the airport's
sseurity Famework syst-
emsand operational
procedres greln
compliance with
regulatory requirements.
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NOIDA AIRPORT
TO BEGIN FLIGHT
OPERATIONS
FROM JUNE 15

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Noida International
Airport (NIA) will commence
commercial flight operations
from June 15, the airport
announced on Friday.

“IndiGo will operate the first
flight from Noida International
Airport, marking the start of
scheduled passenger services,
followed shortly by Akasa Air
and Air India Express,” the NIA
said. It, however, did not share
details of the initial destinations
that the airport will cater to.

When asked about ticket
booking prior to operations, an
NIA spokesperson said: “It will
spon start and everything is in
place to ensure operations to
begin by June15.” -5
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{ WORLD } AFTER BAILOUT FALTERS

Spirit Airlines set
to cease operations

Spirit Airlines is laying the groundwork to
shutter its operations as it runs increasingly low on
cash, according to people familiar with the matter.
Spirit, buffeted by the recent surge in fuel costs, had
beenin talks with the US government on a rescue
financing, but those conversations hit an impasse in
recent days. The airline is making preparations to
wind down as its liquidity position worsened and the
prospects of winning a bailout were dimming, said
the people, who asked not to be named because the
information is private. The carrier had planned to exit
bankruptcy by the summer, but its financial position
has worsened due to the surge in fuel costs
stemming from the West Asia conflict.  BLOoMBERG
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Noida airport’s commercial
flights to begin from June 15

HT Correspondent the initial phase, officials said.

P- : “The airline may plan to have
letters@hindustantimes.com - parailel network of both
NEW DELHI: Noida Interna- domestic and international

tional Airport (NIA) will com-
mence commercial flight opera-
tions from June 15, the airport
announced on Friday.

“IndiGo will operate the first
flight from NIA, marking the
start of scheduled passenger
services, followed shortly by
Akasa Air and Air India
Express,” a NIA statement read.
It however, did not share details
of the initial destinations that
the airport will cater to.

“Further details on schedules,
destinations, and passenger ser-
vices will be shared in due
course,” the statement added.

IndiGo did not respond to
HT's requests for a comment
about operating the first com-
mercial flight from the airport.

The start of services follows
the inauguration of the airport
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 28 and the
receipt of approval for the Aero-
drome Security Programme
(ASP) from the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) earlier
this week.

NIA chief executive officer
RK Singh said all requisite

The start of services follows the approval for the Aerodrome

Security Programme earlier this week.

arrangements are in place, and
remaining procedures are being
followed. “Following the aero-
drome licence programme
approval now the Noida Inter-
national airport is set to begin
operations by the date,” said
Singh. However, when asked
when the ticket bookings will
start, an NIA spokesperson said,
“It will soon start and every-
thing is in place to ensure oper-
ations to begin by June 15."
Developed to meet the grow-

SUNILGHOSH [ HT

ing demand for air travel, Noida
International Airport combines
modern terminal infrastruc-
ture, efficient operations and
strong multimodal connectivity.
“The airport management will
meet IndiGo, Air India Express
and Akasa Air next week to
review flight plans and slots,”
an official aware of the matter
said.

Apart from being the inaugu-
ral carrier, IndiGo could operate
the highest number of flights in

operations from NIA,” a second
official said.

Akasa, India’s youngest air-
line, had announced in January
this year that it will base its air-
craft at NIA to operate domestic
and international flights from
the airport.

“Air India is expected to com-
mence daily flights from Noida
to Bengaluru twice: once in the
morning and once in the even-
ing. However, no dates on air-
port operations have been final-
ised,” the second official added.

“The commencement of
commercial operations also
represents an important step in
strengthening regional connec-
tivity, supporting economic
development, and creating new
opportunities for tourism,
trade, and investment across
the wider region,” the spokes-
person said.

The airport is set to trans-
form Uttar Pradesh and Delhi-
NCR by creating jobs, global
connectivity, and unlocking
growth, said Shailendra Kumar
Bhatia, nodal officer of the
Noida International Airport.
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Noida airport to start flights

on June 15 after CEO change

Noida International Airport will commence
commercial flight operations from June 15 after
appointing an Indian CEO, following the security
regulator’s refusal to grant clearance to its
previous Swiss chief, which had delayed the
airport’s launch. The airport said the start date
follows the ‘receipt of approval for its Aerodrome
Security Programme (ASP) from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS), certifying that its
security framework, systems and operating
procedures meet regulatory requirements for
commercial operations,” according to a press
statement. Last week, the airport appointed its
chiefl financial officer, Nitu Samra, as interim CEO
after the BCAS denied security clearance to
Christoph Schnellmann, a Swiss national who
was earlier heading the project.
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Noida Int'l Airport
to start commercial
flights from June 15

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The much-awaited Noida Interna-
Honal Afrport is sel o commence commercial
flight operations from June 15, 2026, marking
a major milestone in boosting air connectiv-
ity across the National Capital Region (NCR)
and western Uttar Pm.drsE.

The announcement comes after the air-
port’s inauguration by Prime Minister Mar-
endra Modi and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, along with the receipt of
approval for the Aerodrome Security Pro-
gramme (ASP) from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security {BCAS).

The clearance confirms that the airport’s
security systems and operational procedures
meet all regulatory requirements ahead of
the launch.

“IndiGo will operate the first flight from
the airport, formally kickstarting scheduled
passenger services. Other carriers, includin
Akasa Afrand Air India Express, are r.ipn:tcﬁ
to follow soon,” said Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) RK Singh.

Detailed flight schedules, destinations, and
passenger services are likely to be announced
in the coming days.

SLn!legiLl'ﬁl}' located in Jewar, the airport i
being developed to cater to the rapidly grow-
ing demand for Continued on P4

Noida Airport

air travel in the region. Offi-
cials said the facility combines
modern terminal infrastruc-
ture with efficient operations and
seamless multimodal connectiv-
ity, aimed at ensuring a smooth
passenger experience while
offering airlines cost-effective
operations,

The launch of commercial
services is expected to signifi-
cantly enhance regional connec-
tivity and reduce congestion at
Delhis Indira Gandhi Interma-
tional Afrport.

It is also seen as a major slep
towands strengthening economic
grawth by boosting tourism,
trade, and investment opportuni-
ties in Uttar Pradesh and adjoin-
ing regions,

Noida International Airport,
with IATA code DXN, is being
developed by Yamuna Interna-
tional Airport Private Limited
(YIAPL), a wholly owned subsid-
iary of Zurich Adrport Interna-
tional AG, under a public-private
partnership model. The project is
being executed in collaboration
with the Uttar Pradesh and cen-
tral governments.

In its first phase, the atrport
will have one runway and a pas-
senger lerminal with an annual
capacity of 12 million passengers.
As per the master ]:llan.. it will be
expanded in phases to handle up
Lo 70 million passengers annu-
ally over the 40-year concession
period that began in October
2021,

Positioned as a world-class
Err.l:nfll:ld atrport, it aims to com-
bine Swiss efficiency with Indian
hospitality, while also working
towards a net-zero emissions goal
through sustainable design and
operations.
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Noida airport will begin
domestic ops on June 15,
int’l flights by year-end

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Moida International Air-
port at Jewar in Uttar Pradesh
will begin commercial opera-
tions on June 15, nearly 21
months after its proposed dead-
line. In the first phase, the air-
port will lead with domestic
operations, with international
services expected to commence
before the end of 2026, air-
port authorities said.

“IndiGo will operate
the first flight from
NIA. marking the start
of scheduled passen-
ger services, followed
shortly by Akasa Air and
Adr India Express,” the airport
said in a release on Friday

An airport official stated,
“We are looking at 530-60 lakh
passengers in the first vear of
operations. After domestic op-
erations stabilise, we will
launch international services.
It will take some time, but we
are confident of going interna-
tional before the end of 2026."

The launch of the T11,200-
crore airport follows approval
from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security on April 27 for the
Aerodrome Security Pro-
gramme, marking the final
stage of security clearance.
The clearance had been delayed
due to regulatory concerns
over a foreign CEO heading the
airport. Recently, Chief Finan-

cial Officer Nitu Samra
was appointed interim
CEQ, replacing Swiss
national Christoph
Schnellmann.
PM Narendra Modi
inaugurated the airport
on March 28, while the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia.
tion (DGCA) had granted its
clearance on March 6.

The airport currently fea-
tures one runway and one pas-
senger terminal with a capaci-
tv to handle 12 million
passzengers annually Its master
plan includes future expansion
to accommaodate over 70 mil-
lion passengers each year
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Allahabad High Court upholds land
acquisition for Noida airport expansion

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Prayagraj

The Allahabad High Court
has upheld land acquisition
for the expansion of the
Noida International Airport
in Gautam Buddh Nagar dis-
trict, dismissing petitions
filed by affected landowners.

The court held that the
acquisition process had
been carried out in full com-
pliance with the provisions
of the 2013 land acquisition
law and that there was no
material irregularity in it.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice MC Tripathi and
Justice Kunal Ravi Singh
while deciding a batch of
writ petitions observed, “In
view of the foregoing discus-
sion and for the reasons
stated herein above, this
Court finds no merit in the
challenee raised by the peti-

tioners to the impugned
notifications dated April 11,
2025 and October 24, 2025."

The court further said,
“This Court declines to inter-
fere in the acquisition
proceedings which have

been conducted in
conformity with the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013
and the Rules, 2016 framed

thereunder.” However,
the bench directed the
authorities to ensure that
rehabilitation measures are
fully implemented before
taking possession of
residential lands.

Disposing of the petitions
filed by a group of villagers
and farmers, including Vijay
Pal Singh and others, the
court, in its April 28
judgment, held that the
acquisition process had
been carried out in full
compliance with the provi-
sions of the 2013 land
acquisition law.

The court noted that there
was no material irregularity
in the process and empha-
sised that the statutory
framework had been
followed at every stage
from the issuance of
notifications to the award
of compensation.
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KIA int’l passenger traffic up
24% amid global uncertainties

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Kempegowda
International Airport recor-
ded a robust passenger traf-
fic growth in 2025-26 by
handling nearly 44.5 million
flvers, registering a 6.2% ri-
seyear-on-year:

According to KIA opera-
tor Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL), in-
ternational traffic emerged
as the key driver, increasing
by 23.9% to 7.2 million pas-
sengers, while domestic
traffic grew by a modest
3.3% to 37.2 million. The ste-
ady rise comes amid global
uncertainties.

In terms of transit pas-
sengers, KIA's two terminals
together saw an approximate
22% increase compared to
2024-25, which contributed to
15% of thetotal traffic.

While domestic transfers
remain the most established
segment, growing at approxi-
mately 3.2%, international
transfers are expanding at
aver 50%, reflecting signifi-

FLYING GROWTH: KIA handled nearly 44.5 illion passengers in
2025-26, registering a 6.2% rise compared to the previous year

cant long-term potential.
During the last fiscal,
new international destina-
tions such as Hanoi and Riy-
adh were added. Key desti-
nations such as London He-
athrow, Bangkok. Bahrain,
Jeddah, Phuket, Kuwait,
Kathmandu, Munich and
Mauritius saw increased
frequency, BIAL stated,
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Singa-
pore, London Heathrow and
Kuala Lumpur were the
most popular international

destinations, while Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Hydera-
bad and Pune remained the
topdomestic sectors. Thedo-
mestic network also saw ad-
ditionsof NaviMumbai, Jai-
salmer, Bidar, Silchar and
Dimapur airports.

Cargobusinessrecordeda
rise of 6% with 5.2 lakh ton-
nes of goods transportecd.
Mango exports grew 12% toa
five-year high, while corian-
der volumes increased 13%
Vear-on-year.
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RGIA staff held for
stealing wristwatch

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A passenger
travelling from Hyderabad
to Delhi reported that that
his wristwatch worth
20,000 went missing during
baggage scan at Rajiv Gand-
hi International Airport
(RGLA). On his complaint,
CISF personnel checked the
CCTV cameras and identifi-
ed that a tray operator had
stolen the watch.

A police case wasregiste-
red and the watch was retur-
ned to the passenger. On
Wednesday morning, a CISF
personnel working at the
airport lodged a complaint

with the RGIA police alle-
ging that at around 10.06 pm
on Tuesday, a passenger, Md
Mustafa Shaik, who was
scheduled to travel from Hy-
derabad to Delhi on an Air
India flight, approached the
CISF staff.

During the inquiry, CISF
team found that a woman
tray operator, N Swathi, had
picked up the wristwatch
and keptitin her pocket whi-
le handling trays at the scre-
ening point. During the pro-
be, the watch was recovered
froma washroomat the aero-
plaza of RGIA, and was sub-
sequently handed over to the
passenger at the boarding
gate before his departure.
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No change in domestic ATF prices; global jet fuel rates revised up

—
Rohit Vaid
Harwr Qwii

In wihat comes as relief for
domestic airline npcmmﬂs,
stnte-owned oil marketing
compmies  (OMCE)  have
kept aviation turbine foel
{ATF} prices unchan, for
seheduled curriers, while re-
vising, fuel rates upward for
intermatiomal mirline opers
tioms in the latest monthly
revision effective May 1.

The move forms part of a

broader pri
mﬂat:mdﬂhnﬁm:
consumers from recent i

creases in imternatioml foel
prices. busmesdine was the
first to report on Tuesday
that the Ceptre is likely to
maintain the existing cap on
ATF price increases for do-
mpstic operations, sven =
discussions confmue oo
broadss measures o ease

mounting oot
faced by the
indngtry:

DOMESTIC ATF RATES
Accordingly, ATF prices for
scheduled domestic airfines
T meetrn cities remain
mchanged following  the
|ntest revision.

In Diethi, ATF prices for
scheduled domestic airkines
stand ot 104,927 per kilo-
litre. Similarly, prices im
Eolkata remain at T8 A50
per kdlolitre, while rates in
Mumhai are at 198,247 per
kikofitre. In Cheonai, ATF
prices contiome at 109873
per kilofitre.

However, prices of bulk
tiese] and ATF for interna-
tiomal airline  opertions
harve: been revised upward as

rt of rootine monthly ad-
uEtments. The development
comes a dav after the Federa-
tiom of Tnadian Abrlines raised

pressunes
avimtion

PRICING APPROACH. The prices of bulk desed and ATF for
inbernaticnal asrfine operations haee been nevised wpward as part
of routine monithly adsstments oo

oomerns over devated ATF
prices ond their fmpoct on
airfine operuting costs.

F1A, which represents Air
Indiz, IndiGo, and Spicelet,
had sought government in-
tervention on aviation foel
prang.

According to FIA, foel
costs, which traditionalby ac
count for 30-40 per cent of
airline iture, W
make op mearly 55-650 per
cent of operating costs.

The industry body bod
sail airlines are strugsling to

sustain both domestic and
imtermatiomal operations
amid on  unprecedented
surge in ATF prices.

When contacted, airline
executives said carmiers oy
adopt a mlibrated nppn:lacﬁ
to intermational copacity de-
plu]rmnnL MNevertheless,
thesy pointed oat that Air In-
dia, which has deployed the
majority of its copacity in the
imtermatiomal  sector, oy
face the biggest impact from
the rise in ATF prices meant
forintermational fights,

busineeriine had earleer re-
ported, quoting  industry
sources, that Tatz Groap-bed
Air India i planning to car-
tail eperations amid rising
jet fuel prices and opera-
tiomal challenges. The pro-

wed reduction could affect
7510 intermtional fights.

EXPERTS" TAKE
Speaking to hrinesslie from
Mumshai, Jaygpnraraan Pad-
manabhan, Sendor Director
and Global Head Consulting
at Crisdl, said ATF cost -
tenisity has imcreased from
nearly 35-40 per cent of op-
erating costs to aroumd -
45 per coent, creating pres-
sure omairline margins.
Additiomaily,  Padman-
ahham said higher foel costs
are forcing arlines to seck
improved yields through fare
adjustments and tighter rew-
enue mamgerment, while -
pcity deployment may be

come more selective with a
fiocus on table routes.

He that although
travel demand remains resi-
liemt, proftability could re-
main under pressure and ca-
pacity growth mmry moderte
ini the near tevm

Micamwhile, Mark Y Mar-
tim of Martin Consulting srid
the government’s decision
nat to alter domestic ATF
pricing reflects nsistance to
mirfine lobbying around foel
oosts.

In addition, Martin said
that airfines have historically
passed higher fuel costs to
passengers through fisel sar-
charges, limiting the direct
fmancial burden on carrers.

He added the impact of
fuel price hike is ultimately
borme by travellers, whikeair-
lime financial pressures cm-
mot be attributed solely to
governmenit  fuel  pricing
decigions.
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Airlines penalising pilots for filing

fatigue reports, says association

el rubsal

Pilots are being discouraged
and penallsed for fillng fa-
igue reports, the Alrdine M-
lots” Assoctation of India
(ALPA) sabd on Friday.

The association has called
for public disclosure and a
review of farigue ¢ data
filed with the civil aviation
regubaror. ALPA made this
dermand following the un-
timely deaths of two pllots
thisweek.

The Directorate General
of Chvil Aviarion (DGCA) re-

uires alrlines m estahlish a

arigue report m EIEnT
s}lgtl?:dm. Al':;al.n.cg hﬁ:‘iu sub-
mit farigue  reporis  filed
Ty pilos on a quarterly basls.
ata obralned from DGCA

by NGO Safery Maters
Foundation on the subject
revealed a disturbing trend.
“Alr India received 1574 fa-

TRANSPARENCY PUSH. The aszociation has called for public
distiosure and a review of fatigue report dats fled with the civil
aviation regulator DGCA

i reports from lrs pllots
m%ﬁﬁd rejected HF:i'JI:! af
rhem — a 34.5 per cent rejec-
u'uu rate. IndiGo received

721 reports and refecred
I.-i H‘J—n’;ﬁ.ﬂgercemn_]n
Lon  rate, aptain  Amit
Singh of Safery Mariers
Foundation said in s repaort
on Friday.

Alr Lisckla Express secepted
all 278 reports filed in 2035,
it sald IndiGo declined w
comement, and Alr Indka did

[k ped oo an email.

Singh sald that whenever
an alrfine recelves a fatigue
report, the standard line of
analysis is “Did the pilot fly in
excess of the DGCA pre-
scribed timse limic®? Since the
answer Iz invariably no, the
repaort ks dosed, Jse said.

ALPA said the informarion
Indicates an ahum?ﬂ'. low
rate of acceprance of fatigue
reports by operators. “Such
trends are inconsistent with

the principies of a jwst safery
cultuere and uadermine fi-
tigue risk management sys-
tems," Captaln Sam Thomas,
President of ALPA Indla, sabld
inalerer tothe DGCA.

TIME-BOUND ROADNAF
The assockstion demanded a
time-bound roadmag for full
lementation ight
.I:.IEI.LI.I:F;"I'J.I'IJE*I:'I.I]E'LII: s:udcﬁgn-
gions granted to various air-
lines a safety risk and
ahould be withdrasm.

“The continwed oecur-
rence of untimely pilot fatal-
ities and adverse health out-
COMES, particularly
following the introduction
and operational misuze of
consecutive night  dutles,
WArrants urgent artemtion
Recert  aviaton  incidents
further reinforce the need to
ensure that flight crew are
not merely compliant with
limirs bur are genuinedy well-
rested and operationally fir,"
the association sald.
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IndiGo cuts int’l capacity for May
by 17%, among worst hit globally

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
hew Delhl 1May

IndiGo is reducing its international ca-
pacity by 17 per cent for May compared
to its February baseline due to con-
tinued air traffic disruptions stemming
from heightened tensions in the West
Asin region. Among non-Gulf carriers,
IndiGo is the most affected, according
to data and analysis by global aviation
consultancy OAG.

However, the airdine, according to
DAG, cxpects 3 modest recovery in ca-
pacity for June {up 1.1 per cent) and July
{up 1.8 per cent ) over February levels, as-
suming there is rationalisation in avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) prices, which,
however, appears unlikely after the In-
dian povernment inreased the jet fuel
mte for intermational routes by 5 per cent.

Gult-hased airlines heve been kit har-
dist, with Air Arabia slashing capacity by
34.3 per cent in May compared to Febru-
ary. Qatar Airways, Flyduobai, Etthad Air-
ways, and Saudi Arabian Airlines follow

closely behind., IndiGo ranks as the sixth

most impacted airline.
Emimtes, meamwhile,

smaller capacity cut than IndiGo. Other

has seen a

Contracting skies
Alrlines with largest capacity reduction
in May ower February

Hirlines Capacity reduiction (%)
Air Arahia
Qatar Birways
Flydubai
Etihad Alrways
Saudi Arabian Airways
IndiGo

Pegasus Airlines
Emirates

Thai Airways

Bir Asia

Source: AG

=343

anfinl

non-Gulf airlines within the top 10 most
impacted include Thai Airways (-9.3 per
cent), Pegasus Airlines (-13.7 per cent),
and AirAsia (-8.6 per cent )

Regionally, South Asia, led by India,
is the third most affected region globally
due bo the Iran-US conflict. with interna-
tonal seat capacity in May down 9.3 per
cent from the February baseline. Despite
this, South Asia is expected to see no
growth in scheduled capacity for June,
as the ongping ceasefine between the US
and Iran remains unstable and travel
confidence to West Asia remains low.

The sharpest reductions in capacity
are seen in West Asia, where capacity
has fallen by more than a third (37 per
cent) in May compared to February,
followed by Eastern Europe with an 183
per cent drop.

Among the 17 regions identified by
0AG, Central Asia is the only one two re-
port growth, with capacity up Q.7 per cent
in May over February. In contrast, the
other 16 regions are all experiencing de-
clines. Western Europe has  fared
reiatively better, with a relatively modest
3.7 per cent drop im capacity, while
Southeast Asia hes seen a significant re-
duction of 8.3 per cent in May.
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Top court flags airfare surge,
directs Centre to file affidavit

NEW DELHI, DHNS

r I\he Supreme Court on
Thursday pulled up the
Central government for

not filing an affidavit in re-
sponse to a plea seeking reg-
ulatory guidelines to control
the “unpredictable fluctua-
tions™ in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

Abench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
asked the Central government
to file an application along
with an affidavit explaining
why theaffidavit had not been
filed and why further time was
sought forit.

During the hearing, the
counsel for petitioner S Lax-
minarayanan — a social ac-
tivist — submitted that the
Central government had not
filed its reply despite earlier

“You file an affidavit
and place everything on
record. Why can't you file
an affidavit? What is this
stand of the Union? Three
times we have granted you
time"

directions.

The government's counsel,
however, cited the evolving sit-
pationin West Asia asareason
for the delay.

On this, the bench asked,
“What is this? What prevents
vou from filing an affidavir?”™

The counsel also submitted
that rules were under consid-
eration.

The bench, however, told
the counsel, *You file an affi-
davitand place everything on
record. Why can’t you file an

affidavit? What is this stand
ofthe Union? Three times we
have granted you time.”

The court also refused to
grant three weeks' time for
the purpose and said the af-
fidavit should be filed next
week.

“We are not willing to

accept the request. Let an
appropriate application,
along with an affidavit giving
reasons for why affidavit has
not been filed and why further
time is being sought, be filed
within a week. List again on
May 11," the bench said.

On November 17 last year,
the court sought responses
from the Central government
and others on a plea that
sought a robust and indepen-
dent regulator that ensured
transparency and passenger
protection across the civil avi-
ation sector.
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Pilots’Association
Seeks Tightening
of Rest Rules

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Airline Pilots
Assoclation of India has urged
the Directorate General ot Civil
Aviation to deny alrlines any re-
laxation 1n flight duty time limi-
tation (FDTL)norms atter two pi-

lotsrecently died of heartattack.

In a letter to DGCA chiet Vir
Vikram Yadav, ALPA India called

foratime-boundroadmaptofully
implement the revised FDTL re-
gulations, along with a transpa-
rent and accountab-

le tatigue reporting
mechanism featu-
rig quarterly pub-

l1c disclosures.
BT hasaccessedacopy ot the let-

ter, which was also marked to ci-
vl aviation secretary Samir Ku-
mar Sinha.

The appeal comes after an Alr
India pilot died In Ball during
scheduled rest, while an Akasa
Alr pllotpassed away during trai-

ning. Both were otf duty at the ti1-
me of thelr deaths.

The letter also linked recent in-
cidents and health concerns to
operational pressures, stating
that "the continued occurrence
of untimely pilot fatalities and
adverse health outcomes... war-
rants urgent attention,” and

emphasised that pilots must be
“genulnely well-rested and ope-

rationally 11t"; not merely comp-
ltzantwith regulatory limits.
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Air India CCO Nipun Aggarwal,
Two Others in Race for Top Role

Arindam Majumders
KalaVijayraghavan

New Delhi: Air India’s chief com-
mercial and transformation offi-
cer Nipun Aggarwal is among the
contenders fo suceeed Campbell
Wilson as chief executive officer
of the Tatw-owned carrler, said pe
ople aware of the development
Two expat airline executives are
alsoon the shaort Hst, they said.

Group holding company Tata
Sons issaidtobeinthe final stages
of picking n successor to Wilson,
ll.'h[:lbul.'!' I'L"Riﬂ]'i.'illuﬂ Whs announ-
ced earlior this month, Although
his tenure lasts until September,
it"s understood that Wilson has sa-
id he'll leave early if a new succes-
sor is found. Alr Indls has eight
bonrd members—three represent
Tata Sons and three are Indepen-
dent directors. Singapore Airll-
nes, which holds a 25.1% stake in
the carrier, Is represented by its
CEO Goh Choon Phong,

With o career in investment ban
king, Aggarwal led the team that
brought the carrier into the Tata

fold in 20, He's been with Alr In
dia sinee then and was appointed
aschairman of low-cost subsidia-
ry Air India Express last vear Ag:
garwal has been instrumental in
the expansion plansof the alrline,
lending negotintions on airerafl
and engines and drawing up not-
work plans, with more flights to
Europe and North America. This
included aligning schedules such
that Nights were timed toarrive in
o cluster at its hub in Delhl, allo-
wing passengers to make connec-
tions to popular destinations such
Europe and Australia with mini-
mual walt times,

Adr India officinls said Aggarwal
s closely invelved in advocacy
with the povernment on policy is

sues. “He's passionate about the
airline and wants to lead from the
fromt,” sald an Alr Indlaexecutive

A spokesperson for the alrline
didn’t respond to queries on the
topic

Four years after acquiring the
airline, the Tata Group [aces a
challenging prospect with losses
of over €20,000 crore in FY28, It's
been under serutiny from regula
tors across the world after a crash
that killed over 260 people in Ah
medabad last vear The company’s
imitial plan of breaking even wit-
hin five vears has now been pus-
hed back

Losses are likely to |norease
sharply, as jet fuel prices have ri-
sen due to the war in West Asia.

Alr India is bearing a heavier
burden than rival IndiGo. The
closure of Pakistani airspace
has forecd its Nights bound for
Europe and North America tota-
ke longer routes, sharply increa-
sing fuel consumption and crew
costs. Flights to North American
cities must now make stops at Vi-
enna of Stockholm, compoun
ding the expense.
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Airlines diverge as fuel
costs bite amid Iran war

AKBAR MERCHANT
& MITIN KUMAR
Mumbai/MNew Delhi, May 1

INDIAN CARRIERS ARE
responding differently to a
fresh spike in aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices, with IndiGo
holding its international
expansion plans while Air
India trims capacity acrosskey
routes to contain costs.

IndiGohascontinued oper-
ating its European services
using six wet-leased Boeing
787-9 aircraft from Norse
Atlantic Airways, under an
agreement that covers aircraft,
cockpit crewand maintenance,
while the Indian carrier man-
ages cabin crew and ticketing.
The arrangement, initially for
six months and extendable up
to 18, comes even as the oper-
ating environment tightens.

Theairlineis alsorestoring
routes affected by the West
Asia crisis and expanding
selectively. It has resumed
Dohaservices using wet-leased
Airbus A3 21neo aircraft from
QatarAirways,launched Chen-
nai-Réunion flights, and con-
tinues operations to Athens
usingits ownAirbus A321XLE,
with additional long-haul
routes planned as more air-
craftjoin the fleet.

In contrast, Air India has
undertaken one of its steepest
recent network pullbacks, can-
celling over 100 flights, largely

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

STRATEGIC MOVE

H Air India has cancelled over

100 flights,

largely on international routes

B IndiGo is restoring routes
affected by the West Asia
crisis and expanding
selectively

M International ATFrates
have risen about

5% in the latest revision

onintermational sectors. Fre-
quencies to European destina-
tions such as Copenhagen and
Zurich have been reduced to
three weekly from four, while
Paris has been cut to 10 from
14.Servicesto Sydney and Mel-
bourne are down tofive aweek
from seven, and Shanghai has
beenreduced to four from five,
NorthAmerican routes includ-
ing Toronto,Vancouverand San
Francisco have also seen can-
cellations, alongside some
reductions on domesticroutes
such as Delhi, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Chennai.

The divergence comesasfuel
prices emerge as the primary
cost pressure. International ATF
rates haverisen about 5% in the
latest revision, marking a sec-
ond consecutive monthly
increase, with Delhi prices hov-

S5at, @2 May 2026

M Jet fuel, which accounts

for up to L3009 ofan
airline's operating costs, has

surged amid geopolitical
tensions in West Asia

ering near$ 1,512 per kilolitre.
Fuel,which accounts forupto
40% of airline operating costs,
has surged amid geopolitical
tensions in West Asia, while
longer flight paths due to con-
tinued closure of Pakistani air-
space have further increased
fuelburn and crew costs.

Among other carriers,
responses remain limited.
Alkasa Air,which hasa smaller
international footprint
focused on West Asia and
Southeast Asia, has seen some
schedule adjustments in West
Asia amid geopolitical tensions
but has not announced any
network-wide cuts. Spice]et
continues to operate its inter-
national services to destina-
tions such as Dubai and
Fujairah without any signifi-
cant reductions so far.

G0,
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7977@5¢ !
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PASSENGERS
STRANDED AS
SPICEJET DELAYS,
CANCELS FLIGHTS

Yogesh Naik
vogesh naik@hndustantimes com

MUMBAL: Chaos unfolded at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrport’s
{CSMIA's) Terminal I on
Wednesday night after three Spi-
celet Mights were cancelled and
twio were significantly delayed,
leaving passengers stranded for
hours,

With little clarity on depar-
tures, agitated passengers raised
slogans inside the terminal and
confronted airline staff; some
also protested on the tarmac,

Passengers alleged poor com-
munication and lack of basic
facilities, with several claiming
they were left waiting for hours
without food or water. Social
media was flooded with com-
plaints over prolonged delays,
repeated rescheduling and dis-
comiort. "What the hell is wrong
with SpiceJet flights! Been wait-
ing at mumbai T1 airport since
yesterday midnight and the
flight keeps on being delayed?” a
flyer, Shivangi Pathak, tweeted.

In one case, a few passengers
alleged they were kept onboard
amid a technical snag without
adequate air-conditioning before
being deboarded after delay.

Adrline staff cited an aireraft
shortage when questioned by
passengers.

A Spicelet spokesperson said
three flights—SG 631 (Mumbai-
Dethi), 5G 553 (Mumbal-Gor-
akhpur) and SG 669 (Mumbai-
Bengaluru}—were cancelled on
April 29 due to operational rea-
soms, including the grounding an
aircraft and adverse weather at
the previous station, which
caused the crew fo reach flight
duty tme limitations. The airline
Is operating additional fMights
today to accommodate the
affected passengers. The alrline
added that two Mumbai-
Ahmedabad services were
delayed due o weather disrup-
tions at earlier sectors.
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Jet fuel prices
for int’l airlines

raised by 5.33%

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimas. com

NEW DELHI: State-run oil com-
panies raised jet fuel prices for
international airlines by 5.33%
on Friday, the second hike
since April L, even as domestic
airline fares came under pres-
sure from the cumulative
impact of rising fuel costs and
airspace disruptions.

Aviation turbine fuel prices
for international carriers were
raised by $76.55 per kilolitre to
§1,511.86 per KL in Delhi, home
to India’s busiest airport. There
was no change in ATF prices
for domestic airlines.

On April 1, the government
said it had limited the domestic
ATF increase to 25%, to
%1,04,927 per KL, to shield pas-
sengers from a steeper fare
shock. International operations
bore the full market-linked
increase.

Earlier this week, the Feder-
ation of Indian Airlines, repre-
senting Air India, IndiGo and
Spicelet, warned the civil avia-
tion ministry of flight cancella-
tions in a letter saying airlines
were on the verge of “stopping
operations.” The FIA sought
urgent intervention on what it
called ad hoc ATF pricing that
was rendering airline networks

“unviable and unsustainable.”
Air India acknowledged it
had raised airfares and
imposed fuel surcharges to par-
tially offset the surge in fuel
costs, saying higher fares were
affecting customer demand.

Data from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
showed passenger load factors
dipped 0.87% across airlines in
March compared to February,
suggesting demand was begin-
ning to soften.

An industry insider said
Indian airlines were entering a
difficult phase as higher inter-
national airfares, rising fuel
costs and weaker overseas
demand squeezed profitability,
with stress likely to persist for
at least two quarters.

International capacity was
estimated to be down 20-25%,
with India-UAE routes under
particular pressure.

Only select high-demand
routes to the UK and parts of
Europe could absorb higher
Operating costs.

Domestic demand may sup-
port airlines until mid-June,
after which the lean season and
sustained fuel prices could lead
to further capacity cuts and
pressure on margins, the per-
son said, requesting anonym-
ity.
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More flight
cuts loom at
Air India amid
COSt pressures

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

After implementing a 10-
12% cut on international
flights in April and May, Air
India (AI) is preparing for
further cuts in June and Ju-
ly amid soaring fuel prices
and longer flight paths that
have raised operating costs
and impacted profitability.
“The airspace and ATF
price situation are ex-
tremely challenging, leav-
ing us with no choice but
to further trim schedules
for June and July,” Al CEO
Campbell Wilson told staff.
This, he said, was on top
of cuts enforced for April
and May as many interna-
tional flights had “become
unprofitable to operate”.
Airline and government
sources said cancellations
were to the tune of 10-12%.
But domestic flights were
not impacted thus far, said
Al sources. Al operates
1,100 international and
domestic fights daily. Al-
sources said the carrier
had not withdrawn from
any destination but cut fre-
quencies on select routes.
Services to San Francis-
co, New York, Toronto,
Vancouver and parts of Eu-
rope, including Copenha-
gen, Paris and Zurich have
seen some curtailment,
while routes to London,
Milan, Vienna and Amster-
dam remain unaffected.
Though Al maintains no
cuts had been effected for
domestic flights, the CEO
said its profitability too had
“been significantly affect-
ed, but to a lower degree”
as the government limited
the hike in ATF prices from
April 1 to 25% even as inter-
national flights saw a 100%
rise. Al posted a wider-
than-expected annual loss
exceeding 322,000 crore
for FY26, as per reports.
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Pilot deaths spur fresh push

for fatigue rule compliance

Pilots' association urges regulator to enforce rules on rest, flags safety risks to crew

Y ST L
abhishek Law§ilivernint com

HEW DELHI

milia's pilots lovis urged the avia-
i regrulator to fully enforee fight
duty thme Umitatlons (FBTL),
warning that relaxutions could
compromise safiry and coew well-
betng. In a1 May Better, reviewed by
A, thee pllicts’ asmontat o lted recont
pilsi deaths anid Nagged rsing fatigue
risks, seeldng a time-bored roadmap o
efii] sskective |'5L|.'J|I||Ii|.||hlll.;-|[. Ir sabed,
hawe diluted the ntent of the mibes.
Among other rules. the FOTL mun-
chates i 8- hower “weelly st

The Alrline Fllots’ Associatbon of
Inedis’s (Alpa il lettior 1o thee Direct-
orate Crenieral ofCivil Aviatbon [DGCA)
caines after the sudden death of two
Inedian pllots i this last 24 hours.

Thes nssociatbon has asked for all
temporary variations to be *progres-
slvely withidrawn ™ andd that authoritles
sl clisalbow any prosposls secling
dihutlon of the FOTL morms,

'“'l".\IIIL-IupI.nZuulll'i.ﬂ.'l.'lll]J.u'lu‘
pancerns thar bear directly oo Sigl
satfiery, regulatory credibility, and the
wiell-belng ol Might crew, cspeecially in
view ol recent desth of plotsthis
wisth,” Capiain Sam Thomas, the
nssociation president. said n
Better o Vir Vikram Yado, dinector
generl of the DGO,

e

Flight clulty tirme imitations (FOTL) ruled mandate saleguards such a5 48-howi
weekly rest, limits on night duty, and minimum daily rest periods

rolbisd cat in two plinses—1 July and 1
Norvemilaer D05,

India has 25000 Beensed pilots
bedosy the agend 65, as per the clvl avis-
thasn mundstry's submission to Parlia-
il L Februory In November 2025,
Inidin’s civil aviston minkster Ram

AIUTERE

pillots, Alosa BOE, whik: Spheelet has
&%, as baformed by the alrbines w the
DGCEA an b7 December HEES.

The pllots” association sabi] repeated
iompthons given o airlins have
wisdkened the intent of the fatlgue
riles. “The continued grant of varia-

PILOTS sought thme-  THE calll [aliows the
Boumnd roadmsp o

recent deaths of twa

For comtext, ageart frows -48- hour ::-::_:mrgmm r;lg?gtl::?éue::smg
weelly rest rule under the norms,  dijutsen of FOTL mevoss salines

ngrht chty—Detween midnlehi and

Inae] cltend thee alrspoce closme-over Pukd-
stan and the Wiest Astawar leacding toa
fresh shugdowm of the regson's nirspace
leascdigig tos planmiees fravel ling et honirs
Tor North Amersen and Enrope

L Disevmiler, ndi o had suffered an
operationa medidow leading iomass
Might cancellations, as i Diled toomm-
ply with the new stringem ploe duty
and mest normes, 1t was granted reliefil
1¥ Fedsruary, o whdch the adeline had
pronbsed compilianes " A clearlyariic-
ulstedd roadmap, with delined end of
varistivms, wonkd provide both reguls-
tary certwinty end operational clariy,”
the pllots’ sssociation said. The letter
linabored Catigrue with e pllot desths
“The continued unabated untimely
ibmith ol ||||1:-|>.|:u.|l!|:t.|.t|.l|] liess thin 45
vy, recenitly spealos valumes.”

An Akasa Alr pllol, in his mid-$0s,
il ufiera heart shack |.||u||:|g A TrEl-
Imgr siessslonan n Benrmlurn on Thorslay
Aroued the same tioe, an Adr India
pilbot, on & schedided rest, also disd of a
lieart anisek in Bull

The association alsordsed comeems
aboint alrlines 1|LM'|.I[|J.4:i|l|.'. rJrI!.';I.II:'
regaorting. “Avallable [nformation
ohtuined through RTT ireehi to bafor-
mation) indicates an alormingly low
rate of scceptance of fatigue
repuiarts by osprerutors,” i sabd, add-
ing that such rends “undermine

Allli!..ll'lﬁnl-qinaed PELOTS called for Ttk rlsk managranent systems”.
o hire more pllots of e TENSpanCy, T 5 :
rirn gt schedules  including publc h.:JImIJm]‘I s I';.!:Elil' - I!:“It'
meomplywithihe  disclosire of faigue  PSe0 Mandatory dscinsure o
stricter fatgue ruiles.  reports, healthdate fatlgue data. *Alrlines are man-

dlated to submit quarterly Dtkgue

it — s i b Tt to twio con-
sevitive shifts and night landings are
cagaped a twoanweek, with clally rest set
L a lO-hour minimem span. Toachise
these. alelimes woukd neod toebter hine
muore pilots as a bifer or bring down
ther volume of flghis.

lmikla's |l|l|.|l fatlpue norms wisrs

Muolinn Maddu had sald the cowntry
wolld meed 340000 pilots s i has
ardered a totil of aroumd L700 jots
Frosm Baoseding and Alrbus

O the tostnd pilots bn the country, Adr
Inelin has 3452 pllots o co-plots, Als
Il Express LA7E, IndiCo 5455

thons fo operators has msterially
ot e thie dent of the FIXTL regula-
s " 1t s sl thng these variatons
“have effectively become the norm®.
Abr Indin was recently gronted
exemption, specifically for is long-
bl imtermitiona] Mghis The alrline

report data_. [and] suich data be

bt By thaee s e e, ™ (Esadel

*The continued oecurmence of
untimely plot futalities and adverse
healih oulcomes. warrinds wgent
attention,” the letter sald

Fow ien evtended verdon of this story,
gt lverint oom
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Eating out, foreign
travel may get costly

after fuel price hike

MEW DELH|

E ntimg out or grablving a
roadshde snack may get
costller afier state-mn ol
companies sharply rbsed the
pricesal commercial cooking
gas by neardy 50'% on Friday—
secording to distrilvtors—
amdd supiply constraings linhesd
to thee Wiest Asdn war.

The price of 4 1% kg oom-
marcinl LG eylinder—used
largely by restourants and
hiotels—moay costs TLOTLS0 0
Dhehil, uap B9 froen TLOTHRS0
earlber, Likewtse, o 5-kg free
trade LPG (FTL) cylinder—
used by Immigrant labourers
and students rom other states
staving in rented scconmmods-
tion—will now come for
ERI0.500n Delhi, ap Y261 from
S0 earlier.

International travel, too,
mikght get maore expensive, with
prices of aviation turbine fuel
ATF for international flights
h-m;.; ralsedd, .I.1'|.'1.'||'|i|l||.1 o &
statement by state -rs refines
[racionss Ol Coarpesration. ATF for
Imteernatiomial abrbines hos isen
by about 5%, with prices in
Delhi up by 57655 per kl 1o
S1435.3] per K, sccording to
Industry souroes.

Bl dliessad, whibich bs nsed by
Inwdunstries and state transport
varporations, has also seen a
price hike of around §12 peer

A commercial LPG cylinder
now cogtd T3,071.50 in Dedhi en

litre, although retail peteal,
illesel, donveste LG and jet
Tl Frowr cliowm st el inves heave
e Jeft iimtouchisd

“Price revisions have been
limbiesd tovsebert industrial seg-
menits, wideh constinge i rela-
tively amall share of overall
consumption and are subject
to routine monthly adjust-
menis based on prevailing
International prices,” Indian
08l sabid Lo ls stateiment, acdd-
g that Baalk anel commercial
LPG comprise 1% of India's
totad LG consumipthon, which
stanads at arcund 33 million
losnines.

Thi mindstry of petrmoleum
and natural gas sald: “0OMCs
have undertoken o calilrated
pree pevis bon abligned with pee-

TURN TO PAGE 15

Eating out, foreign travel get
dearer as LPG, ATF price up

FROM PAGE1E

valling intemational tremsds for
nstualt st olproducts catering
primarily to commerclal,
Iniduserial ond premiom seg-
mefs”

Expents sadd the hikes may
bead to inflationary pressure,
bt prrobatdy met o major hic

“Thire may besome lmpact
—soine alrlines ane elready
Increasing prices,” N.H. Bha-
numiurthy, director, Madras
School of Economios, said,
“We need (o walt and see
whiether restuursnts and loteds
s pesart o price hikes™

According o Pranay
Humgia, vice-president of the
Nuthoeal Festaurnts Assncl-
o ol Tl e, et ks o [Ehaedy
o hapepen

“Dwrciiling prices for iems
o thelr meno and chonging
meni cards ks also atime-con-
suming amnd expensive oxer-
chse,” Frumgin sl = These res-
taurants that already hiked
prices in the past few weeks
muy bet forced (o absogh this
rising cost. Fuel can acoount
for 2-5% of o typeleal restan-
rant'stotal costs.”

J!L'aL-ruhj.nk.v.'uftl.':l.lll.l'.LIJL-s
heing hit by price hikes on
bpnats— ik, forexample, pan-
per and bread—which are
nuiwche ln bndustrial undes thay

ATF for international siflines has nisen by about 5%, with prices m
Dedhi up by $76.55 per ki 1o $1,435. 37 per kl T

rely on commercial LPG.
Some restaurants have also
bergrm switching 1o electrie
eguilpmedt and FNG, bot the
ernnesitios Buas Been slow.

Mgt the parice rise was
evitable but higher than
amticlpated, Anurag Katriar,
Tnunder of Degustilis Hospl-
tulity, salil, “It's tooearly 1o say
wwhiether L will bse absaabsing thie
AL O [assingg I o o consum-
s, In the immediate e,
tlon’t sew mysell maling amy
clunges. but i this persists, 1
mmay nl have an ogetion but to
LSS G0 SO0 CosL”

The company operaies
brands such s Indigo Dell
Mo ] Toste o e Turf

“IF you want six cylinders,
vy ned gt them at anee,
bt you can get theee, which is
t'lhrlq,l!l T alow d.l_'. w," hesaid
“Tlasss b the lugury space may
b ahile o absorh costs, but
alfordable l!l]!“i“ anil QSHs
iy b 1o pass theas on.®

Ravi Clhunirrasin, a roadside
teit- sl ber i Dl sabd he bas
switched 1 electrle cook-
stoves, which has helped him
|-i|.'l|'|:r||=l\llll'||1uj control Yet,
B b indsa] the purbee ol cuigs
o liea Mo £10 o 1135,

rituray. barnalalive-
MRLrE et

Sourpavar Cragpadar el Veresl-
et Kauthenrt! cenntrbbicted b
s sty
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Air India to cutint’l flights amid

fuel price surge, airspa:e curbs
Mbummbead: Loss-making Alr Inclia |l| sulu
thonad Mlighis il July, asthe alrspace curks '||'=aIJ *n

Bt fueld prices 1 IL| T l.| LA EERTR AT I:II s
chisfexecuive ph-.II'L".Li |a|||.'|'|||.1._'.. Tl
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Windfall tax on diesel exports cut
to T23/litre, ATF exports to T33/litre

The windfall tax was levied to increase domestic
availability of fuel amid the US-Israel and Iran war

NEW DELHI: The government
has cut the windfall gains tax
o the export of diesel 1o Rs 23
per litre and aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) to Rs 33/litre, effec-
tive Friday.

The finance ministry, in a
statement, said there will be no
change in existing excise duty
rates on chruI and diesel for
domestic consumption.

The special additional exeise
duty on export of diesel was
reduced to Rs 23 per litre from
Bs 55.5 per litre, and aviation
turbine fuel to Rs 33 per litre
from Bs 42 per litre.

The road and infrastructure
Cesson the export of diesel will
be nil for the next fortnight,
beginning May 1.

The rate of duty on export
of petral will remain nil, said
the finance ministry statement
{ssued late on Thursday.

The government had, on
March 26, imposed an export
duty at Bs21 50 a litre on diesel,
and on ATF at Rs 29.5 a litre. In
areviewon April 11, the duties
were hiked to Rs 55.5/litre and
B 42/litre, respectively.

The windfall tax was levied
1o increase domestic availability

of the fuel amid the US-Tsrael
and Iran war.

The levies were also aimed
at net allowing exporters to lake
undue ad\-‘anlagr due to price
differences, as globally crude
oil prices had risen since the
beginning of the war.

On February 28, the US and
Israel launched military strikes
against Iran, triggering sweep-
ing retaliation Tehran.

Crude ol prices have surged
Lo a four-year high of $126 per
barrel, from about $73 per bar-
rel before the war. The wind-
fall tax was o ensure domestic
availability of petroleum prod-
ucts by disincentivising exports
in the backdrop of the West Asla
crises, the ministry said.
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Pilot body writes to DGCA over cockpit crew rest

‘Adhere to duty time norms’

Association of :
india (ALPA "“';“”.:1" says the court :if““m
india) has  FLght Duty Time Limitations framew
insichid that should be followed. Grant of variations
=it ta operators has diluted theintent
allowed tn Of the regulations
-y
pilots for
seeking
aemption
from fying

S LALITHA i New Delhi

AFTER the death of two pilots
this week, a pilot association
has written to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the Civil Aviation
Ministry, demanding full im-
plementation of the court-man-
dated weekly rest period for the
cockpit crew by airlines. The
Airline Pilots Association of
India ( ALPA India) has insisted
that airlines not be allowed to
penalise pilots for seeking ex-
emption from flving due to
exhanstion.

Akasa Air pilot Captain Ar-
jun Naidu, 44, died in Bengalu-
ru on April 30 due to heart at-
tack he suffered during a

ground training session, Cap-
tain Tarundeep Singh, an Air
India pilot in his forties, also
died due to heart attack in Bali
on April 29 during the crew rest
period after flying.

“These issues arise in the
context of the court-mandated
Flight Duty Time Limitations
framework and the continued
deferment of its full implemen-
tation. It is submitted that con-
timned grant of variations to
operators has materially dilut-
ed the intent of FDTL regula-
tions.” ALPA India president
Captain Sam Thomas said.

These variations, originally
conceived as transitional meas-
ures, have become the norm,
the association said. “This de-

@ Varlations @ Dilution of
defeat purpose  weekly rest
of fatigue has impact on
management fatigue and
framework, health
perpatuate outcomes. This
schieduling Is mot ondy a
pl'a:tlcstl'nt welfare ssue
but a safety

renlmlhn‘u parameter

_Mmmnmm
in Bengaluru on April 30

& Tarundeep Singh died
in Ball on April 29

feats the purpose of fatigue
management framework and
perpetuates scheduling prac-
tices that operate at or near
regulatory limits without ade-
quate safety buffers.” it added.
Captain Thomas said, “The
absence or dilution of mean-
ingful weekly rest has a cumu-
lative impact on fatigue and
long-term health ouicomes.
This is not merely a welfare is-
sue but a core safety parameter:
The untimely death of pilots
recently speaks volumes.”
ALPA India has urged DGCA
to initiate a time-bound pro-
gramme for the withdrawal of
such variations, culminating in
the uniform implementation of
FDTL provisions across opera-

Al to cut int’l flights till
July amid fuel price surge

Alr India will reduce its
International flights till July as
alrspace curbs and surge in jet
fuel prices have made many
routes unprofitable, CEQ and
Managing Director Campbell
Wilson said on Friday. “We have
reduced some flying for April and
May__massive rise In jet fuel prices
which, together with alrspace
closures and lomger flying routes,
have cawsed many of our
International flights to become
unprofitable to operate,.” he said.

tors. “A clearly articulated
roadmap, with defined end of
variations, would provide both
regulatory certainty and opera-
tional clarity,” Captain Thomas
added. It is imperative that the
provisions disallowing leave to
be substituted in place of week-
Iy rest be reinstated gradually,
the body said.

The association urged DGCA
to ensure that airlines are man-
dated to submit quarterly fa-
tigue report data which must
be published on the regulator’s
website. As the inguiry report
of the IndiGo disruption of De-
cember 2025 has not been made
available, ALPA India pointed
out, “The withholding of such
a report raises concerns.”
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SC slams Centre over airfare regulation plea

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Thursday
pulled up the Centre for not filing its
affidavit on a petition which sought
regulatory guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations” in
airfare and ancillary charges
imposed by private airlines in India.

A bench of justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta asked the
Centre to file an application along
with an affidavit giving reasons for
why the affidavit has not been
filed and why further time was
sought for it.

On November 17 last year, the top
court sought responses from the
Centre and others on a plea by social
activist S Laxminarayanan, who
sought a robust and independent
regulator that ensures transparen-
cy and passenger protection across
the civil aviation sector.

As soon as the hearing com-
menced on Thursday, the counsel
appearing for the petitioner said no
reply has been filed by the Centre
yet. The Centre's counsel referred to
the evolving situation in the Middle
East. “What is this? What prevents

you from I'Img an adeaw: " the
bench asked. The Centre's counsel
said they were contemplating
framing rules.

“You file an affidavit and place
everything on record. Why can't you
file an affidavit? What is this stand
of the Union? Three times we have
granted you time,” the bench said.

The Centre’s counsel requested
that three weeks time be granted to
file the affidavit. The bench refused
to grant three weeks time and said
the affidavit be filed next week.

-

“You file your affidavit and say
whatever you want to say. Your affi-
davit must come by next Friday (May
8)," the bench said.

In its order, the bench said despite
the fact that notice was issued on the
petition on November 17 last year
and thereafter time was granted to
the respondents to file the affidavit,
“till date no affidavit has been filed".

It said today also the counsel
representing the Centre has sought
some more time. “We are not willing
to accept the request. Let an appro-

priate application along with an affi-
davit giving reasons for why affidavit
has not been filed and why further
time is being sought, be filed within
a week. List again on May 11," the
bench said.

On February 23, the Centre told the
apex court that the Ministry of Civil
Aviation was actively considering the
issues raised in the plea.

While hearing the matter on
January 19, the top court said it
would interfere with the “unpre-
dictable fluctuations” in airfares
and flagged the exorbitant rise
during festivals. The top court had
termed the exorbitant rise of airfares
by the airlines as “exploitation” and
asked the Centre and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to
file their replies on the plea.

In November last year, it had
issued notices to the Centre, the
DGCA and the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India seeking
their responses on the plea.

The plea claimed that all private
airlines have, without any credible
justification, reduced the free check-
in baggage allowance for economy
class passengers from 25 kg to 15 kg,
“thereby converting what was

earlier part of the ticketed service
into a new revenue stream”.

It said the "new policy of permit-
ting only a single piece for check-in
and the absence of any rebate,
compensation or benefit to passen-
gers who do not avail themselves of
check-in baggage demonstrates the
arbitrary and discriminatory nature
of the measure”,

The plea claimed that currently, no
authority has the power to review
or cap airfares or ancillary fees,
allowing the airlines to exploit con-
sumers through hidden charges
and unpredictable pricing.

It said the “unregulated, opaque
and exploitative conduct of airlines
manifesting in arbitrary fare hikes,
unilateral reduction of services,
absence of on-ground grievance
redressal and unjustified dynamic
pricing algorithms directly infringes
upon citizens’ fundamental rights to
equality, freedom of movement and
life with dignity”.

It said the absence of regulatory
safeguards results in arbitrary fare
hikes, especially during festivals or
weather disruptions, which dispro-
portionately harm poor and last-
minute travellers.
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Noida: Commercial flights
to start from June 15

Noida: Commercial flights
to start from June 15

The approval confirms that the airport’s securi-

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

Moida International Airport
(NIA) on Friday announced
that it will begin commercial
flight operations from June 15,
marking a key milestone in
the long-awaited Greenfield
aviation project in
Uttar Pradesh.

IndiGo will operate the
first passenger flight from
the airport, followed shortly

by Akasa Air and Air India
Express, according to a
statement issued by the
airport operator.

The commencement of
operations comes after its
inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the receipt of approval for
the Aerodrome Security
Programme (ASP) from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

ty framework, systems and operational proce-
dures comply with regulatory reguirements
ahead of the start of commercial services.

Further details on flight schedules, destinations
and passenger facilities will be announced in due
course, the statement said.

Airport's nodal officer for the UP Government,
Shailendra Bhatia, told PTI that once domestic
operations begin, cargo services will also start
after some time.

“Thereafter, international flights are also
expected to get finalised around Diwali this year,
and by that time, domestic flights and cargo ser-
vices would get streamlined,"” the officer told PTI.

Developed to cater to the growing demand for
air travel in the National Capital Region and
western Uttar Pradesh, the airport has been
designed with modern terminal infrastructure,
efficient operations and multimodal connectiv-
ity, the statement said.

The airport aims to ensure a seamless passen-
ger experience while providing airlines with cost-
efficient and reliable operational facilities.

The launch of commercial operations would sig-
nificantly boost regional connectivity and support
economic growth, trade, tourism and investment
in the broader region, according to officials. Noida
International Airport (LATA code: DXN) will connect
the greater Delhi region and western Uttar
Pradesh to major domestic and international des-
tinations. The facility currently includes one
runway and one passenger terminal with an
annual capacity of 12 million passengers.

According to its long-term master plan, the
airport is likely to scale up its capacity to
handle over 70 million passengers annually in
phases over the concession period.

Describing it as a “world-class airport”, the
statement said the facility blends Swiss efficien-
cy with Indian hospitality and will offer a wide
range of passenger services and commercial
amenities. NIA also reiterated its commitment
to achieving net-zero emissions, supported by
sustainable design principles and environmen-
tally responsible operations.
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IndiGo starts

direct flights

from Chennai
to Reunion

Chennai: IndiGo has com-
menced direct flight servie-
es between Chennaiand Re-
union Island, a French
overseas territory in the In-
dian Ocean. Ambassador of
France in India, Thierry
Mathou, along with consul
general of France in Pudu-
chery and Chennai Etienne
Rolland-Piégue formally
launched the services and
travelled on the inaugural
flight on Wednesday. The
airline extends the service
thrice weekly (Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday).

This operation will sup-
portenhanced connectivity
that can further strengthen
tourism, trade and people-
to-people ties between both
regions, as Reunion Island
has a significant popula-
tion of French citizens of
Indian origin, in particular
Tamils.

During his visit to Re-
union Island, Ambassador
Mathou will meet with both
local authorities, economic
bodies and civil society rep-
resentatives. Tnn
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Al to make food optional,
help cut ticket prlce by %250

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Desperate times
call for desperate measures.
Fullservice AirIndia is plan-
ning to make meals optional
on its domestic and short in-
ternational (under two hour)
flights. Once this “unbun-
dling” rolls out in the next
month or two, passengers
opting out of meals could
have upwards of Rs 250
shaved off their ticket price.
The airline is looking at sev-
eral other unprecedented
measures to fly through the
severe cost-revenue turbu-
lence caused by the unending
West Asia war.

Besides, Al is looking at
unbundling lounge access
for business class passengers
because those opting out of
this, could get their tickets
cheaper On an average,

Al is also looking at unbundling
lounge access for business class
because those opting out of this,
could get their tickets cheaper

lounge operators charge Rs
1,100-1,400 per user at metro
airportsand Rs600-700 at non
metros.

Air India to cut 10%-
15% flights: Al will cut about
10%-15% of itsflightsduetoa
sharp rise in operating costs
due to high fuel prices and

the crashing rupee which
has breached 95-mark now. A
significant part of the cuts
will be on the long hauls to
North America, Europe, Far
East and Australia operated
on wide body alrcraft as the
maximum hike has been on
jet fuel for international
flights while the same for do-
mestic connections is capped
so far. Al operates about 1,100
daily flights.

“The call on flight cuts is
beingtakenatthehighestlev-
els. So an exact percentage of
cuts can't be given at this
time as the situation is so
fluid. But the industry has re-
ached a point where passing
on the entire enhanced costs
to passengers will mean few
can afford fares at those lev-
els. And to keep operating
will mean massive losses for
airlines,” said people in the
know.
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Turbulence hits Kullu flyers amid erratic air services

CONNECHVITY CRISIS Reduced frequency, sudde-ﬂ cancellatlons and rerouted flights disrupt peak season travel

ABHINAV VASHISHT

KULLL, MAY 1
Travellers to and from Eullu
are faring mounting incon-
venience as the region's only
operatinnal aidine, Alliance
Air continues to alter its flight
srhedules while also reducing
frequency on key routes, The
government-owned regional
carrier has scled down
flights between Eullu and
Delh: to just three days a
week for May, with services
now limited to Mondays,
Wednesdays and  Fridays.
Current bookings mndicate
operations on Sundays only
from June to October, leaving
passengers with mited and
uncertain travel options,

The repeated changes have
caused significant disrup-
tion. Tanya, a passenger whao
had booked a Delhi-Eullu
flight for May 24, saw her

Ll Kul [L1 sfrag le air connectivity
s fast tuming into a battle-
neck for both tourists and
locals. With flightsslashed to
Just a few days aweek, last-
rminute cancellations and
route diversions have
becorme routine

B Pascengers are notonly grap-

pling with uncertainty but also

SKY HIGH TROUBLE IN THE HILLS

ited availability. Theal:ﬁeme
of longtenn schedules further
complicatestravel planning,
especially for those with inter-
national connections

B St ke holders warn that ifthe
trend continues through peak
sagson, it could denttounsm
and hurtthe region'secono
rriy, which heawily de pencs on
steady visitor inflow

The KulluManali airport at Bhuntar. FILE PHOTD

plans collapse after her flight
was cancelled. Another trav-

eller, Amrit, reported a simi-
lar experience, with his May
10 EKullu-Delhi flight being
serapped, forcdng him  to
mukee last-minute altermative
arranpements. Anjana, who
travelled on April 25, said her
direct Delhi-Kullu flight was
abruptly rerouted via Jaipur

extending the joumey by
more than two hours.
Passenpgers,  particularky
those planning international
travel during the winter sea-
son. have also raised con-
cerns about the lack of Tong-
term scheduling. While most
airlines release flight plans
up to a vear in advance, Kul-
Iu-bound schedules are cur-

rently available only till Octo-
ber, making planning diffi-
cult and unreliable.

The situation has wors-
enedwith further cuts across
other routes. Hights
between Amritsar and Kullu
have been suspended entire-
lv, while services to
Dehradun have been
reduced to just two days a

week., Jaipur flights now
operate only on Tuesdays
and Saturdays, with incon-
sistent return availability,
Meanwhile, the long-prom-
1sed Chandigarh service has
failed to take off even afler
siv months of diseussion,
and a proposed Kullu-Jam-
mu route under the TDAN
srheme remains pending.

Tourism stakehold ers have
expressed concern over the
shrinking connectivity, espe-
cially during the peak sum-
mer season, Previously,
Alliance Air operated daily
flights between Kullu and
Delhi from April to October,
often adding extra services
during high demand peri-
ods. The current reduction,

they warn, could adversely
im pact tourist inflow and the
local economay:

Travel agents have also
flagped steep ticket prices,
with fares on the Kullu-Delhi
route frequently erossing Rs
24400 during summer Indus-
try representatives argue that
reduced seat availability is
driving up prices, further dis-
couraging travellers,

Kullu Travel Agents Assoc-
ation leaders have urged the
airline to restore daily servie-
es and introduce additional
flights, particularly on the
Kullu-Chandigarh-Delhi cir-
cuit, They maintain that
demand is strong enough to
sustain multiple daily opera-
tions, which could stabilise
fares and improve accessibil-
ity Until then, passengers
remain at the merey of an
uncertain and increasinghy
oonstrmined flight network.
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2 pilotdeaths in 48 hrs, assn flags fatigue crisis

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, MAY 1
Two pilot deaths within 43
hours have brought India's
aviation safety regime under
scrutiny, with the Airline
Pilots" Association of India
(ALPA) warning the Direc-
torate Generl of Covil Awia-
tion that continued delays in
enforcing flight duty time
Limitations (FDTL) nomms are
exposing  the system to
fatipue-driven safety risks,
Akasa Air's Captain Arjun
Naidu (44} died following a
medical emergency  (heart
attack) during pround training
in Bengaluru on April 30, and
Air Indias Captain Tarun-
deep Singh (in 405), member
of ALPA, died due to heart

Seeks urgent rollout of duty nonms for flight safety

attack in Bali on April 29,

Ina stronphy worded letterdat-
ed May 1, the plots’ body said
the issue “bears doectly on
flight safety. regulatory credibil-
ity, and the well-being of flight
crew” flapping the urgency in
the backdrop of the “recent
death of pilots in thisweek".

ATLPA pointed out that
repeated relaxations granted
to airlines, ariginallyintended
as temporary, have now
become  routine, allowing
operators to function “at or
near regulatory limits without
adequate safety buffers.” The
assodation warned that this
effectively defeats the pur

pose of fatipue management
and raises serious questions
about regulatory oversight,

The letter calls for a time
bound enforcement plan, urg-
ing the regulator to lay down a
dlear roadmap for the fullimple
mentation of FOTL nomms and
the phased withdrawal of al
existing relinmtions.

Raising a red flag over pilot
fatipue, ALPA pointed to the
dilition of weekly mrest provi-
sions, noting that allowing lemve
tosubsttute mandatory rest has
a“eumulative impact on Bitigue,
dreadian disnupton, and long-
trm  health outcomes” It
underdined that recent pilot

deaths, both undertheage of 45,
“speakvohimes” about the gray-
ity of the situation

The association also ques
tinned the integrity of fatigue
reporting systems, citing RTI
findings to highlight an
“alarmingly lowrate of accept-
ance"” of fatipue reports by air-
lines, It said such trends dis-
courage reporting and
weaken safety culture, and
called for mandatory quarter-
Iv disclosures, publicacoess to
fatipue data, and repulatory
audits of airline responses,

In a sipnaficant discosiire-
rdated concem, ALPA flapred
that the inquiry report into the
December 2025 operational
disruption involving IndiGo
has not been made public
despite repeated requests.
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