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2,000 more workers to
be deployed in June 30
push for Noida airport

Aditya.Devatimesofindia.com

Noida: Tata Projects, which is
building the Noida Interna-
tional Airport, has promised
tocomplete the project by June
30, saving it is mobilising addi-
tional workforce and re-
sourees from other construc
tion sites to accelerate work.

Duering a high-level review
meeting chaired by chief secre-
tary Manoj Kumar Singh on
Wednesday, Tata outlined a
cateh-up plan to overcome fe-
cent setbacks that have led to
several deadlines being missed.

The company officials
sald, is set to deploy 2,000 addi-
tional workers from other pro-
jects to supplement the cur-
rent workforee of 6,500, which
had temporarily dwindled af-
ter many rushed to villages in
the harvest season.

“We will augment the cur-
rent workforce with workers
fromm some of our other ongo-
ing projects in the vicinity, YWe
are trving evervthing possible
toget theairport ready by June
30," an official said.

Arun Vir Singh, the CEO of
MNoida International Airport Lid
(NIAL)— the state govt's special
pirpose vehicle for the project

said construction of the ter-
minal building was progressing
steadily, with the domestic pas-
senger sectlon nearly ready

“Work is underway on the
roof of the upper Aoor for inter-
national passengers. Tata has
committed to completing the
remaining work over the next
twomonths,” Singh added.

According to officials, the
project has achieved a physical
progress of around 90%, with
the runway and airside work
nearly complete and passenger
terminal building at 85%. Ten
aerobridges, baggage handling
systems, elevators, and sig-
nage installations are already
in place, While the domestic
terminal is largely finished,
the international wing is
around 75% ready, awalting -
nal touches, such as imported
textile panels that are current-
Iv being prepared in Mumbai.

Challenges, however, per-
sist. For instanee the water
treatment plant (WTF) and
sewage treatment plant (STP)
have stalled at 40-43% comple-
tion after two  contractors
abandoned the project. Offi-
cials are now exploring alter-
native selutions to prevent op-
erational delays.

May 10 is one date to look
outfor, whena joint teamof the
Airports Authority of India,
Mrectorate General of Civil
Aviation, and Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security will ewval-
uate the airport’s readiness for
aerodrome licencing,
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Mumbai airport rejects IATA’s claims, says no

pressure on airlines to shift ops to Navi Mumbai

Our Bureaw
Mumbai

Mumbai International Air-
port Limited {MIAL) is mot
pressurising airlines to shift
operations to Navi Mumbai
airport, it said on Thursday.
MIAL issued a starement
vn Thursday rejecting the In
ternatiomal Air Transport As-
sociation’s (TATA) claims of
gero consultation and pres
sure factics on airlines to
push traffic to Navi Mumbai.
Last week, MIAL in-
formed airlines absour the
suspension of freighter oper-

Tl

ations from August 15. Air-
lines from West Asia were
also told about a cut in stots
in winter, citing infrastruc
ture works such as taxiway
construction and redevelop-
ment of Terminal 1.

“We reject in the strongest

terms IATA's insimuation
that MIAL or Adani Airports
iz using these operational ad-
justmems 0 prefsure air
lines to shift to Navi Mumbai
International Alrport
[MMILA). Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Adrport (NMIA) is a
nationally significant infra-
STFUCTEre project, envisionad
in 1997 and under develop
ment sinee 2018, User con-
suleatioms for WMIA'S mas-
ter planning have been held
since March 2018, with parti
cipation from airlines and
IATA. Airlines have  full
autonomy  over  nerwork
plonning, and there has been

no artempt — either direct
or indirect — to steer traffic
fram Mumbai to Navi Mum-
bk abrports,” MIAL stated,

INFRA UPGRADE

The airport operator said,
contrary to LATA' claims, it
has followed a transparcnt,
consnltative and repulator-
driven process; “the opera
tional changes are part of a
broader infrastructure up-
gride initiative governed by
the Airporis Economic Regu
latory  Authority of India
MIAL has actively engaged
with stakeholders at everv
stage of the process.”
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Mumbai Airport Rejects
IATA Claim on Slot Cuts

MUMBAI Mumbai Airport
3{ on Thursday refuted a
=4 global airlines group’s
claimthat its planto halt
cargo flights and cut historic passenger
slots was aimed at pushing airlines
toward the upcoming Navi Mumbai
Airport. “Mumbai International Airport
(MIAL) is disappointed by the state-
mentissued by the International Air
Transport Association and strongly
refutes its assertions,” MIAL said. It
added that the recent changes tocargo
operations and slot allocations fol-

lowed a transparent, consultative, and
regulator-driven process.—PTI
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TAKES STOCK OF PENDING WORKS

Chief Secy: Finish work at
Jewar airport by June 30

NEETIKA JHA
NODA, MAY T

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh, who took
stock of the construction work at
the Moida Intermational Airport in
Jewaraon Wednesday, has drected
all stakeholders concerned to
complete pending works before
June 30, Arunvir Singh, Chief
Executive Oflicer (CEQ) ol
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEDA),
saard on Thiursd ay.

The CEO added that the Chief
Secretary, during his visit, in-
spected all important compa-
rents of the project and directed
all stakeholders to provide a spe-
cific timedine for completion of
works, After the meeting on
Wednesday, the Chief Secretary
inspected the terminal buibding,
the cargo site and of her under-
construction stes of the airport,
said officials,

“During theinspection itwas
found that while the second roof
of the termimnal bislding was 75%
complete workon floor tiling, es-

e

The airportis yetto receive
aerodrome licence, Fife

calators, bagrage system and sig-
nage hasbeen iinished. Butwork
onthesewage treatment plantas
wel as some extile-related works
spending.” he sand
“‘Hemokstockof the progress
made atthe airportinthe last four
weeks and asked officials con-
cemned for the reason behind the
delay,” he added. Sngh said that
the Chief Secretary eventually di-
rec ted that all works at the airport
should be completed by june 30,
Headded that the Direciorate
General of Civil Avtation, whidh is
yet o issue an aerodrome licence
tothe airpon, will inspect the site
o May 10, If the license B Bsued,
then Chief Minister (Yogi

Adityanath) will dedde on the
date of starting operations af the
arport.,” he added.

The first phase of the airport
was initially set to beoperational
by September 29, 2024, but the
dates were later revised to April
17 this year. Bubwith the work in-
complete, the date for domestic
flight operation was revised to
May 15 and intemational flights
to june 15, These deadlines are
also fikely to be missed nowwith
the Chief Secretary coming up
withthe june 30deadline o com-
plete all pending works., The aero-
drome licence is also expected in
May, The Indian Express had re-
ported] earbier this month,

Inastatement on'Wed nesday,
ManojKumarSingh hadsaid that
this project is amorg the top pri-
ontiesof the UP government, and
the final deadline forflightopera-
tonswillbe announced soon. "No
com promise should be made on
the quality of construction. The
airport will give impetus to the
economy of the gate as well as
create new employment and
business opportunities for the
youth,” he added.
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Noida airport
Lo miss its
srd deadline

NOIDA: The much - awaited
MNoida International Greenbeld
Airport in [ewar is set to miss
its thind deadline of May 15 set
by Uttar Pradesh Chiet Minis
ter Yogi Adrtyanath.

The new deadline for Hight
opertions will be announced
soom, TP Chief Secretary Manoj
Komar Smgh sid on Wednas
day. The proposed arrport has
already missed two deadines
Seplember 29, 2004 and April
25, 2025, Singh on Wednesday
heelid & high-level meeting with
othdals of the Yamuona Interna
tiomal Airport Private Limited.
Tata Projects Lamited and Naida
International Airport Limited
He conducted a feld inspection
of the terminal building and
other under-construction Rcili
ties af the site of Noida airpor,
also known as Jewar airport.

He stressed that this proj
ect is amaong the top priorities
af the state government, and
directed the afhcials bo com
plete the nemasning work soon.

The chief secretary abso
directed the officials 1o ensure
regular review of the amrpori
project and said no compromise
should be made on the qualsty
of construction. “Jewar aarport
will give impetus to the econ
omy af the state as well as create
mew emphoyment and business
opportunities, be szid The ofh-
cials of the YIAPL, Taa Proj
ects Limited and NEAL apprised
the chisf secretary about the
progres in constroction at T
wry, terminal buibdmg, cargo
tacilities and other indrastruc
ture. I the meeting, Yamuma
Expressway Industrial Devel
opment Authority CEOQ Arun
Vir Singh, Gautam Budha Magar
Diistrict Magistrate Manish
Eumar Verma, and other offi
cials from the respective depart
ments were present.  AEENCIE
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Speed bump! Just one bid for IGI’s air train project

WHAT MAY BE DELAYED

Saurabh.Sinha
atimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Passenger trans-
fers at Indira Gandhi Inter
national Airport{IGIA), Indi-
a's busiest, are unlikely to be-
come seamless in the near fu-
ture, as the proposed airtrain
tolink T1and T2/3 is encoun-
tering several hurdles.

Delhi International Adr-
port Ltd (DALY is learnt to
have got just one expression
of interest in response to its
last Sept tender for building
the 7.7km-long automated pe-
oplemover (APM), despiteex-
tending the last date for sub-
mitting bids multiple times.

The GME Group-backed
DIAL might now ask the
Union aviation ministry if it
should proceed with the sing-
le bidder or reissue the ten-
der according to peaple inthe
know of the matter: Calling
for fresh bids will mean mis-
sing the March 2028 deadline
for having the air train up
and running. thereby further
delaving seamless transfers,

Comments weresought from
DIAL on this issue and awaited
till the time of going to press.

Onwhy IGIA, which is ex-
pected to be India’s first true
aviation hublike DubaiInter-
national or Singapore
Changi, received a lukewarm
response to the tender, a sour-
ce said, “The air train is ex-
pected o be ready In 2028, At
that point, only eight years
will remaln of the first 30-ye-
ar concession period for

1. Air train’s
7.Thm routing will
have almost 75% or
== 5.Tkm elevated portion

and 2km at grade stretches — just before
-~ T1and till crossing the
2 The . main rumway and then .
rest will be all under the elevated
—  elevated, with a taxiway
shywalk proposed
at cargo station to
link it to cargo

wp, terminal

WHY DIAL

IS AVOIDING
UNDERGROUMND
SECTION

» To prevent cost
escalation

» On average,
per km cost B
of elevated, et
at-gradeand
underground metro
lines in India is about
F250-300 crore; F150-
200 crore; and F500-
600 crore, respectively
» Rough estimates
suggest air train could
cost up to ¥1,500-

1,600 crore

—a
—

3. The at-
grade (surface level)
section will be at two

{ PROPOSED |
SKYWALK |

CARGO
STATION
T & =

1

DEADLINE
mz7-

= ELEVATED SECTION [ 5.TKM  wes AT-GRADE SECTION | 2KM

‘m y [l i
i é b | __TI ST}_H_TFUN |

AEROCITY
ST

¢\ AEROCITY
/| STATION2

..Il | Y | ECT: Elevaded daviway

ELEVATED AIR TRAIM AT JFK

= Air trains are free to use
for passengers to ensure
seamiess transit between

terminals

e, * Cost Is recovered through

twio means — aeronautical
charges for airlines and user
fees on passengers

which GMRE Group had got
IGLIA on PPP model in 2006.
The concession period 15 ex-
tendable by another 30 vears,
till 2066, but DIAL can’t com-
mit to anything bevond 2036
till that extension happens.
The unecertainty in recove-
ring costs incurred on the air
train beyond that time possib-
Iy led tothe poar response.”

DIAL is, therefors, con-
templating approaching govt
tovmake anexception and agres
to a commitment that whoever
operates IGLA bevond 2036 will
continue to back the air train.
“Theairtrain will bean asset to
the airport, like its runways
and terminals. No matter who
runs Delhi Airport, they would
need the APM for intra-termi-
nal transfers,” said the source.

The aviation ministry in
Modi 2.0 had told DIAL it wo-
uld not allow levy of any de-
velopment fees to fund the
project before it is ready Whi-
le the cost of the air train is
not known as it has been left
for bidders to evaluate and
quote accordingly, it could be
under Rs 2,0 crore,

The consultation paper re-
leased by Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA)
for determining 1GILA's tariff
for the period between April 1,
224 and March 31, 2029 states:
“{APM) expected to be opera-
tional by March 2028 DIAL ex-
pects throughput of 40,000 (o
50,000 passengers perday initi-
ally which would be scaled up
tey B0, 000 1o 90,000 passengers
per day by increasing the fre-

SOURCES SAY

The air train is expected
to be ready in 2028. At

quency. APM will not be char-
peahle for transfer passengers
while for the rest of the pas-
sengers, itwill be chargeable,”

The cost of augmenting
airport infra is recovered
through two means — AERA
deciding aeronautical char-
ges for airlines like landing
and parking fees whichaccor-
dingly decides fares; and
through UDF on passengers.
UDF at Mumbai Airport, for
instance, used to have a metro
componentof Bs20and Rs120
per domestic and Internatio-
nal departure, respectively
This component was levied
from 2016 to 2023 to raise Rs
4l8 crore for metio connecti-
vity and was stopped when
that target sum was raised

Delhi Airport handles al-
most eight crore passengers
annually and will increase its
capacity to over 13 crore wit-
hin the next six-eight vears. [t
is estimated that 25% travel-
lers at IGLA will be transit fly-
ers, underining theneed to en-
sure smooth transfers betwe-
an'Tland T2/3. To handle such
volumes, an air train between
the terminals is essential.
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Leopard still in
Pune airport
boundary
wall: Officials

Pune: For the second
straight day on Wednes-
day, a leopard spotted at
the city airport — mere
metres from the runway in
one instance — continues
to evade traps set for it by
the forest department, re-
ports Aditi Shekar.
Foresters said the big
cat has so far shown sur-
prising behaviour. “He
doesn’t seem shy or dis-
turbed by all the noise and
is stayving within the air-
port's boundary walls,”
said Mangesh Tate, Pune’s
Assistant Conservator of
Forests, adding that multi-
ple camera traps and vid-
eos show the leopard ex-
ploring the area. “We're
optimistic about caging

UNFAZED BY
NOISE

him,” Tate said.

On  Wednesday, two
more trap cages were set
up inside the airport area
by the forest department,
taking the total number to
three. As for trap cameras,
nine have been installed at
different points on the air-
port premises with several
of them showing the leop-
ard inspecting the three
cages, roaming about on
the runway, and exploring
the passenger boarding ar-
ea.

Forest officers said
they suspect he may have
grown up in the adjoining
forest area. “He has also
been using the airport's
extensive tunnel network
to move around. In fact, he
has been spotted emerging
from a tunnel near the
take-off strip,” Tate said.
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[ATA strongly resists Mum
airport slot reduction plan

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Airlines trade
body, the International Air
Transport Association (IA-
TA) has criticised the Mum-
bai airport operator’s recent
announcement to reduce the
take-off landing slots grant-
ed to airlines at the Mumbai
airport and transfer these to
the upcoming Navi Mumbai
airport. Mumbai airport's
terminal 1 will be demolished
around Oct end and to make
for the reduced terminal ea-
pacity, 150 slots will be moved
from Mumbai to Navi Mum-
bai airport, which is expected
to be commissioned by that
time, said sources.

John  Middleton, [ATA's
head for worldwide airport
slots, said: “TATA is surprised
and deeply disappointed that
Mumbai International Air-
port Limited has informed
airines of a seemingly per-
manent withdrawal of histor-
ic slots for passenger airlines
beginning next season. This
is not what one would expect
of a major hub airport in In-
dia, and will cause long-last-
ing damage to the airport's

Airport to allow hand-carriage
of gems, jewellery for exports

Mumbai: Mumbai airport will soon allow hand-carriage of
gems and jewellery for export operations. The Central Board
of Indirect Taxesand Customs(CBIC) hasformalised the pro-
cedure through a circular dated March 28, which enables im-
port/export via personal carriage, said the Gem and Jewel-
lery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC). This initiative, ex-
pected to roll out on May 1, particularly benefits emerging ex-
porters by allowing personal carriage of jewellery to
international markets, streamlining the export process sig-
nificantly Currently, to export gems, gold ete a company has
toengage a shipping agency and a customs house agency. T

reputation and credibility”
He added that Mumbai Inter-
national Airport Lid (MIAL)
has given no details on how
will it manage the capacity re-
duction and mitigate the im-
pact. IATA expressed serious
concerns about the unilateral
nature of this decision and its
potential implications for
Mumbai's air connectivity
“We hope Adani Airports, as
the operator of the two-air-
port system in Mumbai, is not
using this situation to pres-
sureairlines to move their op-
erations to their upcoming
Navi Mumbai Airport.” Mid-

—

dleton said.

The association has called
for immediate withdrawal of
the proposed cuts and urged
MIAL to engage in meaning-
ful consultations with the air-
line industry

IATA also expressed
“surprise and disappoint-
ment” at MIAL'sdecision to
temporarily suspend cargo
freighter flights from Au-
gust 16. Middleton called it a
unilateral decision and urged
the central and state govts to
ensure that the two decisions,
to reduce slots and suspend
cargo flights be disallowed.
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Leopard still within Pune airport boundary
wall & unfazed by noise, say forest officials

Aditi.Shekar@timesofindia.com

Pune: Forest officials on Wed-
nesday said the leopard spot-
ted two days ago near Lohega-
on airport runway (part of an
IAF base) appeared familiar
with the surroundings and
was not displaving shv or eva-
sive behaviour

“Multiple camera trap

images and videos show it mo-
ving across the premises, We
are optimistic about trapping
ittonight. He doesn’t seem dis-
turbed by noise and is staying
within the boundary walls,”
said Mangesh Tate, Pune's as-
sistant conservator of forests,

Two additional trap cages
are being installed in the area,
The team suspects the leopard

might have grown up nearby
in the adjoining forest areas.

“He is a fully grown male
leopard who isutilising theex-
tensive tunnel network in the
airport for movement,” Tate
said. It has been coming out
from the tunnels near the air-
way and take-off strip thro-
ugh the night and inspecting
the region, said the team.
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Pak cancels all flights to
and from Guilgit, Skardu,

other areas in PoK

ISLAMABAD, April 30:
Pakistan’s national carrier
Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) on Wednesday
cancelled all flights to and
from Gilgit, Skardu and oth-
er northern areas in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir due to se-
curity reasons, local media
reports said, amid rising ten-
sions with India following the
Pahalgam terror attack.

Citing the flight schedule,
local media reported that P1A
cancelled two flights each
from Karachi and Lahore to
Skardu.

Two flights from Islamabad
to Skardu and four flights from

Islamabad to Gilgit have also
been cancelled, the paper said,
quoting aviation sources.

Pakistan has intensified
monitoring of its airspace
amid heightened security
concerns over tensions with
India, media reported.

“For security reasons, all
commercial flights sched-
uled to operate to and from
Gilgit and Skardu on
Wednesday have been can-
celled,” media reported.

Pakistani authorities have
also placed all airports under
high alert, significantly ram-
ping up security and surveil-
lance protocols. — PTI



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 2 MAY 2025

Price of commercial LPG
cut by14.50, ATF by 4.47%

— ) Chennai and Kolkata were
Press Trust of India reduced to ¥88,494.52 and
Mew Delhi

The price of jet fuel, or ATF,
was reduced by 4.4 per cent
on Thursday — marking the
second major cut within a
month.

Additionally, the price of
commercial LPG used in ho-
tels and restaurants was
lowered by I14.50 per cylin-
der, in line with international
benchmarks.

The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel was reduced by
33,954.38 per kilolitre, or 4.4
per cent, to I85,486.80 per ki
in the national capital —
home to one of the busiest
airports in the country, ac-
cording to State-owned fuel
retailers.

The price cut follows a
steep 6.15 per cent
(%5,870.54 per kl) reduction
effected on April 1.

These two reductions
have effectively offset the
price increases that occurred
earlier this year. The ATF
price in Mumbai was cut to
79,855.59 per kl from
¥83,575.42, while those in

188,237.05 per kl, respect-
ively. Oil firms also reduced
the price of commercial LPG
by ¥14.50 per 19-kg cylinder.
Commercial LPG now costs
¥1,747.50 in the national cap-
ital and 1,699 in Mumbai.

The reduction follows a
T41 per cylinder cut in rates
effected on April 1.

OIL PRICES SOFTEN
International oil prices have
softened in the last couple of
weeks as global trade war
eroded the outlook for fuel
demand.

Brent — the most quoted
international benchmark —
was trading below USD 61
per barrel — the lowest in
over three years.

Prices of ATF and LPG dif-
fer from State to State de-
pending on the incidence of
local taxes, including VAT.

The rate of cooking gas
used in domestic house-
holds, however, remained
unchanged at 853 per 14.2-
kg cylinder. The price of the
domestic LPG was hiked by
T50 per cylinder last month.
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Air India sees Pakistan airspace ban costing

it $600 million over 12 months, seeks aid

Iteuteri
New Delhi

Air India expects to face
around 3600 million in addi-
tional costs if a ban from
Pakistan's airspace lasts fora
yvear, and has asked the Cent-
ral g[“:'E'I'I'I]'I'IEl'lI o Com-
pensate it for the hit, a com-
pany letter seen by Reuters
shows.

Indian airlines are bracing
for higher fuel costs and
longer journey times after
Pakistan shut its airspace to
the country’s carriers in a tit-
for-tat retaliation following
an attack on tourists in
Tammu & Kashmir last week,

SOUGHT SUBSIDY

Air India on April 27 asked
the Centre for a “subsidy
model” proportionate to the
economic hit, estimating a
loss of more than 5,000
crore ($591 million’) for each

Air India asked
the government
to liaise with
Chinese authorities
for certain
overflight clearances

year the ban lasts, according
to a letter sent by the airline
to the Civil Aviation Ministry
seen by Reuters.

“Subsidy for affected in-
ternational flights is a good,
verifiable and fair option...
the subsidy can be removed
when the situation im-
proves,” the letter said.

“The impact on Air India is
maximum due to airspace
closure, due to additional
fuel burn ... additional crew.”

Air India declined to com-
ment. India’s Civil Aviation
Ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment. Air India’s letter

was sent after the govern-
ment asked its executives to
assess the impact of the air-
space ban on Indian carriers,
said a source with direct
knowledge of the matter,

The Tata Group-owned
airline is in the midst of a
multi-billion  dollar turn-
around after a period of gov-
ernment  ownership, and
growth is already con-
strained by jet delivery
delays from Boeing and Air-
bus. It reported a net loss of
8520 million in fiscal 2023-
2024 on sales of $4.6 billion.

Air India, which has a 26.5
per cent market share in In-
dia, flies to Europe, the US
and Canada, often crossing
Pakistan’s airspace. It oper-
ates many more long-haul
routes than bigger domestic
rival IndiGo.

Darta from Cirium Ascend
shows IndiGo, Air India and
its budget unit Air India Ex-
press had roughly 1,200

flights combined from New
Delhi scheduled for Europe,
the Middle East and North
America in April.

DAMAGE CONTROL

The Indian government is
considering options to re-
duce the hit to the airline in-
dustry from the closure of
Pakistan’s airspace, people
familiar with the matter said.

One of the sources said In-
dian carriers met with the
Civil Awviation Ministry to
work on possible solutions,
including flying over difficult
terrain closer to China, and
SOme [ax exemprions.

In its letter, Air India
asked the government to li-
aise with Chinese authorities
for certain overflight clear-
ances, without elaborating,

It also asked the govern-
ment to approve the carrying
of extra pilots on flights on
the US and Canada to ac-
count for longer travel times.
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Despite flight cuts, travel demand for
Central Asian destinations remains strong

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Demand for Central Asian
destinations remains intact
despite a reduction in capa-
city, driven by easy visa
norms and budget-friendly
tour options, say travel
companies.

Overall capacity between
India and Central Asia fell by
around 2 per cent in April on
a month-on-month basis
with IndiGo temporarily sus-
pending flights from Delhi to
Almaty (Kazakhstan) and
Tashkent (Uzbekistan) until
May 7. The Pakistan airspace
closure has increased the
duration of IndiGo’s Baku
(Azerbaijan) and Thilisi
flights by around 45 minutes.

“Our demand pipeline for
Central Asian destinations
like Almaty, Tashkent and
Baku continues to be robust,
and this extends to summer

and beyond. With high in-
terest during the peak sum-
mer season, while demand-
supply understandably sees
some pressure, customers
are happy to opt for alternate
flights and date changes,
rather than shift destina-
tion,” said Indiver Rastogi,
President & Group Head
(Global Business Travel),
Thomas Cook (India) and
SOTC Travel.

NO MAJOR DIP

Cleartrip, too, sees growing
demand for these destina-
tions with no major dip in
fresh bookings following the

airspace closure. “Travellers
are looking for new cultur-
ally rich experiences beyond
the usual hotspots. Better
flight connections, affordab-
ility and a sense of adventure
is driving this trend,” said
Manjari  Singhal,  Chief
Growth and Business Of-
ficer, Cleartrip.

On a year-on-year (y-0-Y)
basis, India-Central Asia ca-
pacity has grown 26 per cent
measured by the number of
flights, show data from ana-
lyties firm Cirium.

Indian and Central Asian
airlines operate 18 services a
day (two way), with Delhi
handling nearly 90 per cent
of the flights.

In fact, IndiGo planned to
add new destinations in
Central Asia and expand fre-
quency on its existing routes
but will now have to go slow
because of the airspace clos-
ure.

Meanwhile, Central Asian

airlines are ramping up capa-
city. Kazakhstan’s Air Astana
launched three weekly flight
from Almaty to Mumbai
from April 20.

Azerbaijan Airlines is also
starting a service between
Baku and Ahmedabad from
July, adding to its existing
flights in Delhi and Mumbai.

Per the consultancy CAPA
India’s mid-year outlook for
2025, Azerbaijan and Kaza-
khstan were among the fast-
est growing outbound travel
markets from India, witness-
ing over 100 per cent growth
in the first six to nine months
of 2024 on a y-0-y basis.

“We foresee strong and
sustained growth in the In-
dian market. India’s steadily
expanding economy, the
rapid rise of the middle class
and its large population
present significant oppor-
tunities,” said Alan
Atamukov, Country Man-
ager, Air Astana.
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Commercial LPG rates slashed
by ¥14.5; ATF price cut by 4.4%

The price of jet fuel, or ATF, was reduced by 4.4 percenton
Thursday, marking the second major cut within a month.
Additionally, the price of commercial LPG used in hotels and
restaurants was lowered by ¥14.50 per cylinder, inline with
international benchmarks. The Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) price
was reduced by%3,954.38 per kilolitre, or 4.4 per cent, to
385,486.80 per kl inthe national capital. BS REPORTER
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6 weekly PIA flights
to be impacted as
India shuts airspace

Sixweekly flights of Pakistan aifines will be
impacted as India hasshut its airspace for
Pakistan flights from Thursday.

Pakistan International Airlines's(PIA)
Islamabad-Kuala Lumpur and Lahore-
Kunala Lumpurservices will be affected due
totheIndianairspace ban, accordingto
aviationanalytics firm Ciriwm.

PLA currently operates four Rights per
weekon the Islamabad-Kuala Lumpur
route and two flights per week on the
Lahore-Kuala Lumpur route, thedata
showed. Aviation industry sources said that
PLAs Kuala Lumpur flights have been
avoiding the Indianairspace since the
Pahalgam terror attack on April 22 They are
usingthe airspace in China, Lacsand
‘Thailand toreach Knala Lumpur in
Malaysia. According toCirinm, PLA flies
about 308 international Aights perweek
and morethan 80 per cent of them are to the
cities inWest Asia.

Air India sees Pak airspace ban costing
it 600 mn over 12 months, seeks aid
Adr Indiaexpects to face around 5600
million in additional costs if a ban from
Pakistan’s airspace lasts for a year, and has
asked the government tocompensate it for
the hit, a company letter seen by Reurers
shows. The airline has asked the government
fora "subsidy model” proportionate to the
economic hit, estimating a loss of more
than$591 million foreach yearthe ban lasts.
BS REPORTER & AGEMCIES
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MANAGING CLOSURE OF PAKISTAN'S RIRSPACE
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Pak airspace
ban to cost
%5,000crayr,
says Air India

ADITYAKALRA
& ABHUITH GANAPAVARAM
New Delhi, May 1

AIR INDIA EXPECTS to face over
5,000 crore in additional costsifa
banfrom Pakistan’s airspacelasts for
ayear,and hasasked the government
to compensate it for the hit,a com-
panyletter seen by Reuters shows.

Airlinesare bracing for higherfuel
costs and longerjourney times after
Pakistan shut its airspaceina tit-for-
tat retaliation following an attackon
tourists in Kashmirlastweel.

Air India on April 27 asked the
Centre for a“subsidy model’ propor-
tionate to the economic hit, estimat-
ing aloss of more than ¥5,000 crore
for each year theban lasts, according
toaletter sent by the airline to the civil
aviation ministry seen by Reuters.
“Subsidy for affected international
flights isa good, verifiable and fair
option...the subsidy can be removed
when thesituation improves,”it said.
“Theimpact onAirIndiais maximum
due to airspace closure, due to addi-
tional fuel burn...additional crew.”

Air India declined to comment.
The ministry did not immediately
respond to arequest forcomment.

The letter was sent afterthe gov-
ernment asked its executives to
assess theimpact of theairspace ban
on Indian carriers, said a source.

The Centreisconsidering options
to reduce the hittotheairlineindus-
try from the closure. A source said
Indian carriers metwiththe ministry
towork on possible solutions,includ-
ing flying over difficult terrain closer
to China, and sometax exemptions.

Inits letter,Al asked the govern-
ment to liaise with Chinese author-
ities for certain overflight clear-
ances. [talsosought approvalforthe
carrying ofextrapilotsonflights on
the US and Canada to account for
longertravel times. =~ —REUTERS

FINANCIAL EXPRESS @

READ TO LEAL
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Airlines may face 77 cr weekly
addl expenses on airspace curbs

PTI

MUMBAL NEW DELHI
R e ——]

Indian airlines are likely to face
additional weekly expenses of
Rs 77 crore for international
flights operated from north
Indian cities as the airspace
curbs result in increased fuel
consumption and longer flight
durations. An analysis of the
number of overseas flights and
back-of-the-envelope calcula-
tions based on increased flight

time as well as approximate
expenses by P11 showed that
the addiional monthly oper-
ational costs could be over Rs
306 crore.

Amid escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan
due to the Pahalgam terror
attack, Pakistan on Thursday
said it will bar Indian airlines
from using its airspace.

Alternative flight path is
resulting in additional flying
time of up to 15 hours for inter-

national flights from Delhi and
north Indian cities.

A senior airline industry offi-
cial, who has extensive experi-
ence in the commercial side,
said, “The additional time for a
l6-hour  flight to North
America will be around L5
hours. For L5 additional hours,
the cost will be amund Rs 28
lakh, including landing and
parking charges on account of
a technical halt in an airport
enroute” the official said
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Flights operations hit

0 Two flights
diverted to Bhopal
O Two take

offs put on hold
for an hour

Ouwr Staff Reporter
INDORE

The sudden change in the
weather of the city on Wed-
nesday evening leading to
strong winds adversely af-
fected flight operations.

Two  citv-bound  flights
coming from Mumbai and
Bengaluru were diverted
Raja Bhoj Airport of Bhopal.
Official sources informed that
flight 6E-6599 Mumbai-Indore

IndiGo was affected duetothe
bad weather condition.

As per the schedule, the
flight departed from Mumbai
at 16.25 hours and reached
close tothe citvairportat 750
hours, but the Air Traffic Con-
trol Tower (ATC) did not allow
it to land and diverted it to
Bhopal Airport. Similady,
flight 6E-6743 Bangluru-in-
dore departed from Benga-
lurn at 1625 hours and
reached over the skies of the
city airport at 18.25 hours. ATC
did not allow it to land and di-
verted it to Bhopal airport
However, following the
weather conditions improving
both the flights returned to
the city airport at 18.00 hours.
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India shuts airspace
to Pak flights

ix days after Pakistan decided to shut its

airspace to all flights owned and operated
by Indian carriers, New Delhi has announced
a reciprocal move by shutting down its air-
space to all Pakistan owned and operated
planes. Both India and Pakistan have now
blocked each others airlines over their air-
space till 11:59 pm UTC on May 23 (5:29 am IST
on May 24). These may be revised closer to
that date. A Notice to Air Missions was re-
leased by New Delhi, which read, "Indian air-
space not available to Pakistan registered air-
craft and aircraft operated or leased by Pak-
istan airlines. These include military flights."
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Airlines must avoid getting
grounded by pilot burnout

ast month, India’s aviation industry

mourned the death of a 36-year-old

commander of Air India Express who

passed away from a cardiac arrest
shortly after his flight landed in Delhi. Social
media erupted with allegations that the pilot
was overworked, and many were quick to
blame the airline and its work culture. Air
India Express defended itself saying that the
roster of the pilot was anything but demand-
ing. In fact, on average, the airline’s pilots
were averaging around half the duty limit
timings. The pilot's death was, in all likeli-
hood, unconnected to work pressure, the air-
line argued.

There has been growing concern in India
over reports of young people dying on
account of heart failures post the 2020 pan-
demic, unrelated to genetic or any other
clearly discernible causes. The pilot in Air
India Express instance could well be one of
these. It remains a matter that
needs deeper research.

The bigger worry for the aviation
sector is that the cause for this and
for previous deaths in the pilot
community could be chalked up to
‘cumulative fatigue’, a sort of insidi-
ous burnout over a sustained period
of time that results in loss of life.

Well before the pandemic, in
2018, 1 had detailed conversations
with some pilots of low-fare airlines
to understand what their daily work entailed
and found the picture was pretty grim. Pilots
were struggling with burnout and monotony
as airlines tried to cope with growing
demands without adding to their payroll
headcounts. A low-fare airline commander
and crew’s life in India was certainly not one
to be envied.

Over the years, things have worsened as
the aviation sector has grown and pressure
to improve bottom lines and stay afloat have
mounted. Pilots and commanders of the erst-
while Air India, Indian Airlines, and Jet Air-
ways led a life of relative leisure compared to
those who entered the industry post-2004.

Earning less is one aspect, but the nature
of the jobs takes a bigger physical toll too.
Many low-fare airline pilots and crew do
four take-offs and landings in a single duty
assignment, and this can be tough on the
body over a long period. “We as passengers
find it tough and quite tiring if one takes a
flight with a couple of stopovers even with-
out a change in aircraft. You can imagine
what the crew goes through if they have to
do three or four sectors in a single day,”

The situation in India, airline executives
say, is already at alarming levels with
many pilots beine declared unfit  HTPHOTO

Anjuli
Bhargava

argued a former civil aviation secretary.

In 2015, a GermanWings co-pilot deliber-
ately crashed a jet, killing everyone on board.
This opened a can of worms where the men-
tal health of the crew became a key concern
the world over, While the industry was
equipped to assess the physical well-being of
those in charge of so many lives at a time,
assessing mental fitness was trickier and a
bigger worry. The GermanWings incident
blew apart the assumption that everyone val-
ues their own life.

The pandemic worsened matters. The avi-
ation sector — commanders, co-pilots and
cabin crew — faced layoffs or sharp pay cuts
as airlines struggled to keep their heads
above the water. Many flight personnel in
India contracted and lost their lives to the
virus while others suffered the stress of
financial setbacks because of thin airline
incomes.

As things limped back to nor-
malcy, some of the financial stress
lifted in 2022 and 2023. Yet in some
ways, the work-life balance, espe-
cially for a low-fare airline pilot, has
deteriorated. In 2022 and 2023, the
news of two Indian pilots — one
with IndiGo and one former Spice-
Jet commander who was with Qatar
—dying while on duty made head-
lines. Several news reports identi-
fied poor health due to overwork,
accumulated fatigue, and stress that is
assumed to be common in the sector as rea-
sons behind the untimely deaths.

After the pandemic, for the first time, com-
manders also came out and spoke openly. A
senior SpiceJet commander told this writer
that he had chosen to stay with his airline,
despite its financial and other troubles,
because it was flying less and, therefore, his
work-life balance was better. He said at 51
years of age, he could no longer manage what
he could when he was 28. Others pointed
towards their gruelling rosters, which in one
glaring instance included four early morning
and six ‘window of circadian low’ (WOCL)
flights (between 2 am and 6 am), a time when
the mind and body are at their lowest func-
tioning capacity.

The director general of civil aviation
(DGCA) came up with new duty guidelines in
October 2023 aimed at making the life of
crew easier, with adequate and enhanced
rest periods. For the airlines, this meant a
spike in costs as they would need additional
crew, and the matter expectedly landed up in
court,

Based on a court directive, some of the
new guidelines will be implemented in July,
but the majority or the more substantive por-
tions of the guidelines have been delayed to
October. The pilot community, despite the
court’s intervention, is not convinced these
will be implemented. The situation in India,
airline executives say, is already at alarming
levels with many pilots being declared unfit,
some of whom have been temporarily or
even permanently removed from duty.
Whether this was a result of overwork,
stress, a general neglect of their physical
state or a combination of all three remains
unclear. Regardless, a two-year delay in the
implementation of the guidelines is both
incomprehensible and unconscionable.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance, infra-
structure and the social sector. The views
expressed are personal
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‘Pak airspace
closure: Airlines
submit inputs
on impact to

Aviation Min’

MNew Dethi: Indian aidines have
subrratted their inputson the im-
pact of the Pakistanairspace do-
sureto the Civil Aviation Ministry,
according to sources,

Thee Ministry, recently, held a
meeting with vanous airlines to
discuss about the Pakistan air-
space closure and sought ther in-
puts on the fallout and sugges-
tions to deal with the situation.

Airlines, including Air India,
IndiGo and Spicdet, have given
their inputs and suggestions to
the minigry, the sounces said,

The sources sad Air india has
estirmated thatthe additonal e -
penses in case the aispace do-
sure 15 in place for a year woulbd
be around $600 million and has
sugeested about some kind of fi-
nancial ssistance to tackle the
situation. Air India, Air India
Express, IndiGo, Spicejet and
Akasa Air have interpationa of-
erations

There was no officaal com-
ments from theairdines FT
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Fuel (ATF), was redhuced by 4.4% on Thursday —marking
the second major cut withina month. Additionally, the
price ol commercial LPG used inhotels and restanrants
was lowensd by 1450 perodinder, inline with intema

tional benchmarks. The ATF price was reduced by
135.954.38 perkilolitre, or £4%, to 185 456,80 per klin
the national capital. PTI

ATF pricereduced by 4%,
commercial LPGratescut

New Delhi: The price of jet fuel, or Aviation Tuarbine
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Air India asked the government for a “subsidy
model® proportionate to the economic hit. stures

Pak airspace ban
costly for Air India

ir Inclias expects around $600 million in
A costs if a Pakistan airspace ban Lasts fora

year, and has asked the government to
compensate ik, acompany letter shiowed.

Indian airlines are bracing for kigher fuel
costs and longer journey times after Pakistan
shut its airspace to the country’s carriersin a
tit-for-tat retaliation following an attack on
tourists in Kashmir last week.

Air India on April 27 asked the Indian
government for a “subsidy model”
proportionate to the sconomic hit, estimatinga
less of more than 25,000 crorme each vear the
ban lasts, according to a letter sent by the
airline to the Civil Aviation Ministry.

“Subsidy for affected international fights isa
good, verifiable and fairoption _. the subsidy
can be removed when the situation improves,”
the letter said. Air India also asked the
povernment to liaise with Chinese authorities
for certain overflight clearances.

The Tata Group-owned aifline is in the
midst ofa multi-billion dollar tumaround afier
government ownership, with growth now hit
by jet delivery delays. REUTERS
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Airbus won't cover
tariffs for airlines

irbus SE said it won't cover the cost of
A tarifls omits planes imported by US

airlines, setting up a clash with carriers
unwilling to shoulder surcharges imposed by
President Donald Tramgp.

The European planemaker is responsible for
any sdded duties on supplies i imports toits
own aircraft assembly plant in Mobile,
Alabama, and then sells on to custome s,
Airbus Chief Executive Cifficer Guillawmse
Fawrv said aftor reporting first -quarter results.

The commmentsshow how the aviation
industry is scramblings to adjust o now fees
filtering through an acrospace supply chain
that's been shielded from tanffs for decades.
Faury said Airbusis working to mitigate the
surcharges, though the process has strained a
fragile system that relies on the free flow of
thousands of components across bonders.

Airines like Delta Air Lines and American
Airlines Group have said they're not willing to
pay the extra cost for planes. BLOOMBERG
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Air India expects $600 mn
hit from Pak airspace ban,
urges for subsidy for loss

EN5 ECONOMIC BUREAU B Mew Dol

ATR TNDHA is expecting to face around S600
million in additional costs if o ban from Pa
kistan's alrspace lasts for a year. The Tatn
Group run has writien to the Indian govern-
ment, seeking compensation for the hit.
According to Reaters. Alr Indla on April
27 wrote aletter to the civil aviation ministry
Subraidy far inwhich it asked the Indian gpovernment for
affected overseas 2 subsidy model proportionate to the eco
fightsbagood, nomichit and estimated a loss af over 5,00
veriflableand falf  cpope (8591 mn) for each vear the han lasts,

option ... the “Subsidy for affected internationsd Mights
subsidy ean ba e i
ls a good, verifiable
removed when ; 1
the Stuation and Fair option ... the
improves subsidy can be re
moved when the s
Arrdaetatodvl  ation improves,” the 8 - -
satoAmnElY  Jetier said, “The im- . %
pact on Alr India is M -

Airlines" maximum due to air- -

costtorise  Space closure, due o -
to additional fuel barm... s ey h
Indian alrlines additional cmew ™ Que-
willl be hit by ries re garding the let-

higher fuel ter sent by TNIE to Air India remained un
costs, longer answered till the time of print.
jerurney times Indian airlines will be hit by higher fuel
andariseina  costs, longer journey times and a rise in few
few other other operational expenses afier Pakistan
operational shut its airspace to the couniry's carriers

expensesafter amid growing tension with India following
PakEtanshutits a deadly attack on tourists in Kashmir last
alspace for week, According to industry experts, Paki-
Indian carriers  stan's action will affect Indian carriers’
amid growing fMights, primarily taken from northern
tensbon rities to destinations such as Central Asia,
following the West Asia, Europe, the United Kingdom and
attack North America.
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Airspace restrictions increase

costs for Indian airlines

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mumbai/
New Delhi

tional weekly expenses of ¥77 crore

for international flights operated
from north Indian cities as the airspace
curbs result in increased fuel consump-
tion and longer flight durations.

An analysis of the number of overseas
flights and back-of-the-envelope calcu-
lations based on increased flight time as
well as approximate expenses by media
showed that the additional monthly
operational costs could be over ¥306
crore. Amid escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan due to the Pahalgam
terror attack, Pakistan on Thursday said
it will bar Indian airlines from using its
airspace.Alternative flight path is result-
ing in additional flying time of up to 1.5
hours for international flights from
Delhi and north Indian cities.

A senior airline industry official, who
has extensive experience in the commer-
cial side, told to media that the addition-
al time for a 16-hour flight to North
America will be around 1.5 hours.

For 1.5 additional hours, the cost will
be around ¥29 lakh, including landing
and parking charges on account of a tech-
nical halt in an airport enroute, the offi-
cial said. Similarly, the additional flight
time for a 9-hour flight to Europe will be
about 1.5 hours, and the extra cost will
be around ¥22.5 lakh.

In the case of Middle East flights, the
additional time will be around 45 min-
utes, and the resultant cost will be about
25 lakh, the official said.

Indian carriers are scheduled to oper-
ate more than 6,000 flights one way to
various international destinations in
April, data from aviation analytics firm

Indi:m airlines are likely to face addi-

Cirium showed. Over 800 weekly flights
are operated by Indian airlines to and
from north Indian cities to overseas des-
tinations, including North America, the
UK, Europe and the Middle East, as per
an analysis of the Cirium data.

There are little over 3,100 flights both
ways in a month, and on a weekly basis,
the count comes to nearly 800 flights.

Out of the total monthly flights, near-
Iy 1,900 are operated with narrow-body
planes and some wide-body aircraft to the
Middle East. Considering the addition-
al cost of ¥5 lakh per flight for the extra
45 minutes, the overall expenses will be
about 90 crore.

With respect to Europe and North
America, the total two-way flights are
nearly 1,200. On the basis of additional
flying time of 1.5 hours costing around
¥29 lakh for North America services and
¥22 lakh for Europe flights, the total
amount will be about 306 crore per
month. As per the analysis, the total addi-
tional monthly expenses will be about Rs
307 crore and 77 crore on a weekly basis.
These figures are based on rough esti-
mates. Apart from higher fuel con-
sumption, longer flying hours also pose
payload and aircraft availability issues, as
well as crew flying duty time limitation
challenges for airlines. On April 25,
IndiGo said that around 50 internation-
al routes operated by it will require longer
sectors and hence may be subject to some
slight schedule adjustments.

“With the same restrictions and lim-
ited rerouting options, unfortunately,
Almaty and Tashkent are outside the
operational range of IndiGo’s current
fleet,” it had said in a statement.

Flights to Almaty stand cancelled
from April 27 until at least May 7 and to
Tashkent from April 28 until May 7.
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India shuts
airspace to all
Pak-operated

flights till 23rd

NEW DELHI, 30 APRIL

India on Wednesday
announced to shut its air-
space for Pakistan-owned
and operated flights till May
23 (estimated), days after
Islamabad decided to shut
its airspace to all flights
owned and operated by the
Indian carriers.

Indian aviation author-
ities have issued a NOTAM
(notice to airmen) under
which Pakistani aircraft are
barred from Indian airspace
till 23 May.

The move comes amid
escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan in the
wake of the barbaric terror
attack in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pahalgam in which
26 people, mostly tourists,
were killed. rcenvons



AIRPORTS AUT HU‘H#TY I’JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN KOLEATA 1 MAY 2025

Uttarakhand urges
Centre to clear
eight hydropower
projects

PR SINGH
DEHRADUN, 29 APRIL

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment wants the Centre
to give clearance to eight
much-awaited hydropow-
er projects that will help
generation of nearly 750
megawatt power.

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on Tuesday
asked Union Power Min-
ister CR Patil and raised
demand for giving clear-
ance to the eight Power
Project awaiting centre’s
nod for the past more
than 11 years. These proj-
ects were first banned by
the Supreme Court of
India after 2013 rain dis-
aster leading to thousands
of deaths.

However 5C lifted the
ban in 2014 following a
review of these projects.
However these projects
were with Ministry of
Power and Ministry Jal-
shakti.

Of the eight projects
included in the the chief
minister's demand seven
are 647 MW with and
one project with power
generating capacity of
114 MW,



	TOI DL 2 MAY 2025.JPG
	AU DL 02MAY2025.JPG
	AU DL 02MAY2025A.JPG
	BL DL 2MAY2025.jpg
	DBU DL 02MAY2025.jpg
	DJ DL 02MAY2025.jpg
	ET DL 2 MAY 2025.JPG
	HH DL 02MAY2025.JPG
	IE DL 2MAY2025.JPG
	MP DL 2MAY2025.JPG
	RP-JAI-1 MAY.JPG
	SB-LUC-1 MAY.JPG
	TOI DL 2 MAY 2025.JPG
	TOI-CH 1 MAY.JPG
	TOI-MUM-1 MAY.JPG
	TOI-MUM-1 MAY-A.JPG
	AT-GUA-1 MAY.JPG
	BL DL 2MAY2025.jpg
	BL DL 2MAY2025A.JPG
	BL DL 2MAY2025B.jpg
	BS DL 2MAY2025.jpg
	BS DL 2MAY2025A.jpg
	ET DL 2 MAY 2025.JPG
	FE DL 2MAY2025.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAY.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAY-A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAY-B.JPG
	HH DL 02MAY2025.JPG
	HT DL 2MAY2025.jpg
	IE DL 2MAY2025.JPG
	MINT DL 2MAY2025.JPG
	MINT DL 2MAY2025A.JPG
	MINT DL 2MAY2025B.JPG
	MS DL 2MAY2025.JPG
	PIO-LUC-1 MAY.JPG
	ST-KOL-1 MAY.JPG
	ST-KOL-1 MAY-A.JPG

