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Mock flight crash drill held on C1ty outskirts

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Airports Authority
of India (AAI) officials simu-
lated a reallife flight crash
scenario on the city outskirts
on Saturday to assess the pre-
paredness of the fire and re-
scue team, paramedical staf-
fers, state police, fire and dis-
trict administration, as part
of their search and rescue ex-
ercise (Sarex).

A dummy of an ATR flight
was set on fire on a college
campus in Vandalur, and dif-
ferent wings swung into ac-
tion. While firefichters put
out the fire and rescued “inju-
red” passengers, paramedical
teams gave first aid to them.
Flyvers with grievous injuries
were rushed to the medical fa-
cility in ambulances, while

FIRE AHD ACTION: A dummy of an ATR flight was set on fireona
college campus in Vandalur, and different wings swung into action

traffic police made arrange-
ments to send ambulances on
priority.

Six observers from the In-
dian Air Force, Air Traffic
Control, and DGCA assessed
the preparedness during the
mock drill.

The AAl officials said Sa-
rex was conducted by Chen-
naiairport after a gap of eight
vears. While a similar mock
drill was conducted closer to
Chennai airport vicinity last
vear, Sarex is supposed to be
conducted far away from the

airport to predominantly as-
sess the preparedness of the
state machinery as well as the
other stakeholders.

“The mock drill was con-
ducted as if a flight from Thi-
ruvananthapuram to Chen-
nai made a distress call to the
Chennai air traffic controller,
after which the pilot announ-
ced May Day An Indian Air
Force helicopter identified
thecrash site, after which are-
scueoperation was initiated,”
said Kala P Nair, AAT general
manager.

During the debriefing ses-
sion after the mock drill, va-
rious lapses were also discus-
sed, and how they should be
taken care of during real un-
toward incidents. M Suresh,
member (air navigation sy-
stem), AAI was also present
during the mock drill.
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1,800 flights hit; most Mideast airports shut

® Global travel disrupted, thousands stranded m India flags Mideast airspace high risk

London, March 1: The
attack on Iran by the
United States and Israel
disrupted MNights across
West Asia and beyond on
Saturday as countries
around the region closoed
their airspace, and Key
airports that connect
Europe, Africa and the
West to Asin were directly
hit by strikes.

Alrports across the
Middle East remained
closad Sunday as the con-
flict moved into it second

day. Emirates Airlines
suspended all Nights to
and from Dubai until at
least Sunday afternoon.
The Qatar airport was
closed until at  least
Monday morning, accord.
ing 1o Qatar Alrways.
Israeli  airspace also
remained closed Sunday.
The closures  have
stranded tens of thou-
sands of travellers around
the world.

Hundreds of thousands
of travellers were either

stranded or diverted to
other alrports Saturday
after lsrael, Qatar, Syria,
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait and
Bahrain closed thelr air-
space. There also was no
flight activity over the
UAE, fight tracking web-
site FlightRadar24 said.
That led to the closure of
key hub airports in Dubai,
Abu Dhabl and Doha and
the cancellation of more
than 1,800 flights by major
Middle Eastern airlines.
The three major airlines

that operate at those air-
ports — Emirates, Qatar
Alrways and Etlhad —
typically have about
Q0,000 passengers per day
crossing through those
hubs and even more trav.
ellers headed to destina-
tions in the Middle East,
according to aviation ana-
Iytics firm Cirium.
Numerous alrlines can.
celled international
flights to Dubal through
the weekend, as India's
civil aviation agency des-

ignated much of the
Middle East — including
skies above Jordan, Saudi
Arabia and Lebanon — as
a high-security risk zone
at all altitudes.

Air India cancelled all
fNights to Middle East desti-
nations. Turkish Airlines
sald fights to Lebanon,
Syria, Irag, Iran and
Jordan were suspended
until Monday, and flights
to Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain,
the UAE and Oman were
suspended. — AP
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MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
Flights to Gulf countries
from Kerala airports hit

KOCHI, Feb 28: Flight
operations to Gulf countries
from Kerala airports have
been affected, with several
airlines cancelling services
following the ongoing conflict
in the Middle East, officials
said on Saturday.

The Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL),
Thiruvananthapuram Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (TIAL),
Kannur International Awport
Limited (KIAL) and authori-
ties at Calicut International
Aurport have 1ssued separate
advisories to passengers about
possible flight cancellations
and delays due to airspace re-
strictions in the region.

At Kochi's CIAL, spokes-
persons said that Indigo
flights to Doha, Dubai, Ras
Al Khaimah and Abu Dhabi
scheduled for Saturday
evening and night were
cancelled.

An Air India Express flight
to Sharjah was delayed, offi-
cials said.

An Oman Air flight from
Kochi to Muscat that took off
around 2.25 pm returned to
the airport at about 3.40 pm,
the spokesperson said, add-
mng that an Etithad Airways
flight from Kochi to Abu
Dhaln was also delayed.

An Indigo flight from Du-
bai to Kochi was confirmed
cancelled, CIAL added.

The CIAL spokesperson
said that mternational flights
to far-east countries and Sr1
Lanka were operating nor-
mally. TIAL spokesperson
said Aar India Express serv-
ices from Thiruvanan-
thapuram to Doha and Dubai
were cancelled.

An Air Arabia flight from
Thiruvananthapuram to
Abu Dhali was forced to
return to the airport follow-
ing the airspace closure,
the official added.

Authorities at Calicut In-
ternational Airport also an-
nounced the cancellation of
Indigo fhights to Dubai, Jed-
dah and Abu Dhabi.

Air India Express flights
from Caheut to Dubai, Riva-
dh, Jeddah and Dammam
were also cancelled, and all
fhights from Calicut to Qatar
have been suspended until
further notice, officials said.

KIAL officials said that
Air India Express flights
from Kannur to Dubai and
Indigo flights to Abu Dhabi
were cancelled due to the
disruption.

Airport authorities have
requested that passengers
check the status of their
flights with the respective
arrlines before arriving at the
airport to avoid inconven-
1ence or strandmg due to can-
cellations or delays. — PTI
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Middle East crisis:
Disruptions in
flight ops from

Bengaluru airport

Checklatestflight | | ==
status before L
leaving for airport; i
BIAL to fliers o gl
—— Help desk

BENGALLRU, DHNS

light operations at Kem-

pegowda International

Airport (KIA) in Ben-
galury are facing disruptions
as escalating tensions i the
Midelle Fast led wwidespread
airspace closures across the
region on Saturday.

The disruption follows co-
ordinated strikes by the Unit-
ed States and Israel targering
locations in ran.

In response, several na-
tions, including Iran, Irag and
the UAE, have temporarily
shuttheir airspaces o civilian
traffic, forcing global carriers
tocancel, divertorground sev-
eral Mighes,

Indian airlines, including
Air India and IndiGo, have
proactively suspended all
operations to Middle Eastern
destinations.

The Directorate General ol
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has is-
sued anurgent salety advisory
for Indian carriers to avoid the
airspace of several countries
in the region,

In an advisory to passen-
gers, Bangalore Internation-
al Airport Limited (BIAL), the
operatorof KIA, hassaid some
imternational flights are expe-
riencing schedule changes,

Passengers have been ad-
vised to check the latest Might
starus with their respective
airlines before proceeding o
the airport,

Tosupport passengers, aded-
icated help desk has been set
up at the kerb side (level 3)
of Terminal 2 to assist trav-
ellers with informarion and
guidance,

“Weare closelymonitoring
the situation in coordination
with airlines and relevant
authorities to ensure smooth
|1HN$L‘]TSE‘T mvement EII'I(I
minimise inconvenience,”
BIAL said in the advisory.

CB'Pur village on edge
The joint strike by US and
Israel on Iran has set many
residents in Allipur village
of Chikkaballapur on edge,
ziven that members of nearly
a hundred Shia Muslim fam-
ilies of Allipur are currently
stranded i Tehran, Qom,
Mashhad and other cities
of Iran.

Allipur's ties with Iran date
back several decades, with
residentsof the village travel-
ling to the West Asian country
o pursue medical and Tskamic
studies.

“Tt has been eleven hours
since we lost contact with
our nephew. We have been
calling him constantly, He
made it a point to call home
every day. TUs not just us but
scores of families in our vil-
lage are anxiously waiting
for information about their
loved ones stranded in [ran,”
said Syed Mehdi, a residentof
Allipur in Gauribidanur taluk,
Chikkaballapur district.
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Stranded passengers wait at the Indira Gandhi International airport on Sunday as several flights were cancelled due to the West Asia conflict.

Aaditya Khatwani and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 100 inter-
national flights — both arrivals
and departures — stood can-
celled at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGIA) airport on
Sunday amid the crisis in West
Asia. With West-bound flights
crippled for a second consecu-
tive day, fliers were stranded at
the airport despite hundreds of
the cancellations being
announced in advance as they
queued up in front of ticketing
counters to look at alternative
routes.

“Till late evening, at least 100
flights - 62 departures and 42
arrivals stood cancelled,” an air-
port official told HT, adding,
“These were primarily flights
cancelled in advance, with pas-
sengers receiving intimation
early, so they don't reach the
airport.”

With the widespread disrup-
tions to the air space, several
flights, including on domestic
routes, were also delayed, the
official further said.

The airport handles close to
1,520 flights daily.

Airport operator, Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited
(DIAL), in a post on X directed
passengers to contact their
respective airlines for the latest
information, adding, “Due to the
ongoing political developments
in (West Asia), westbound Inter-
national flights may face delays
or schedule adjustments.”

At Terminal 3, a large num-
ber of people stood in front of
the information boards staring
at flight statuses as they situa-
tion developed. 32-year-old
Ibrahim Khan, the breadwinner
of a family of eight, said his Air
India flight to Jeddah for Mon-
day had been cancelled. “I am
worried that if T do not reach on

Vs

Sl

62 departures and 42 arrivals were cancelled, said officials. HTpHOTO

time, my company will cut pay
from my salary, which will bea
really ditficult situation for me,
as | need to pay my siblings’
school fees and send money
home.”

The terminal’s ticketing area
too was full with queues ateach
airline’s counter and tired-look-
ing passengers, some dressed in
pyjamas in night clothes, hud-
dled around their luggage. Air-
line officials were handing
refreshment boxes to the people
at the counter.

Ashok Kumar (32) said he
was starting a new job in Dubai
and had travelled from Jalan-
dhar, Punjab, to catch his Spice-
jet flight scheduled for Sunday
evening. “My flight was can-
celled, and Spicejet has simply
told me to go home. Now not
only is my job uncertain, but I
will most probably have to
travel back home again, which
is a big expense for my family.”

Data from flight tracking
website FlightRadar24 showed
over 400 flights were delayed at
the airport as of 9pm, including
over 300 arrivals. The average
delay time for arrivals stood at
19 minutes

Many passengers said they
were frustrated by miscommu-
nication between different air-
port authorities and officials.
Dutch national Saapke Nijhuis,
53. said, Amsterdam airport
officials had told her that her
flight had been cancelled. But
Air India officials had said it
was not. “They are constantly
telling me that my flight is not
cancelled and will depart
tomorrow.”

“I had come to Jaipur with
two of my friends for a vacation,
but we need to return back as
one of my friend's mother has
passed away. and she needs to
perform the ceremonial rites,”
she said.

57-year-old David had flown
in from the US for a business
meeting in Hyderabad said he
was told that no only is his Air
India flight cancelled, but there
are no flights till March 5 or 6.
“Now I've booked another flight
through a travel agency, via
Kuala Lumpur, but I'm worried
that will be cancelled as well.

Harita Dave (33), who lives in
Canada, said that she had come
to Ahmedabad with her hus-
band for her wedding, but they
learnt their flight was cancelled
on Saturday night when they
landed in Delhi. “We asked the
airline if they could provide
accommodation, but they said
that, as the problem was not
due to their fault, they couldn't,
and we had to book a hotel here
to stay in overnight.”

Many people at the airline
desk centre were also searching
for lost luggage, Many of them
said their connecting flights
from Delhi had been cancelled,
which they only learnt after
they landed at IGIA.

35-year-old Vikas Sharma
had come to Delhi for a vaca-
tion. They were supposed to fly
back to Germany on Sunday aft-
ernoon but their flight was can-
celled after they checked in.
Holding an infant in his arms,
he said, he had been waiting
since then for their luggage.

Ajay, a 24-year-old, said he
had been waiting for his luggage
since 8:30 am, when his flight
landed. “l am going to Germany
to start a job and came to Delhi
from Thiruvananthapuram.
When my flight landed at
8:30am, we were told that the
Air India flight to Germany is
cancelled and the luggage was
released on the conveyor belts,
but my suitcases were missing.
Air India officials told me to
come here, and I've been wait-
ing at the terminal for 7 hours,
but to no avail as I have still not

gotten my suitcase back. This is
a huge source of stress, as Tam
already worried about losing
my job due to not being able to
reach on time,” he added.

Vishal Basir (43), who was
returning home to London with
his eight family members, had
come to Delhi on an IndiGo
flight from Amritsar. “They let
us board the flight from there,
and then when we landed here
at 8:00am we found out that oor
next flight is cancelled. Since we
are a bit group, we had 16 suit-
cases with us, and have been in
the centre for hours trying to
track them down. The process is
really slow, with our baggage
being given to us in groups of
2-4 every few hours. We are still
short of 2 suitcases, and are
really upset with the manage-
ment as we were redirected
across the airport multiple
times only to be sent here,” he
added.

Responding to reports of the
inconvenience at the airport,
the Delhi airport also posted on
X. “During these challenging
times, we sincerely appreciate
your patience. Please be assured
that our on ground staff is avail-
able across all terminals to
assist passengers and provide
the necessary support. How-
eVET, WE Tequest your coopera-
tion, as certain processes may
take additional time due to the
extraordinary circumstances.
Our dedicated teams are work-
ing diligently with all pariners
to minimise disruptions and
ensure a safe and comfortable
experience for every passen-
ger,” it said.

In a post on X, Air India said
it was making every effort to
assist affected passengers with
rebooking and alternative travel
arrangements. “Passengers
impacted by the cancellations
are being informed on their reg-
istered contact numbers.”

ARVIND YADAV [SANIEEV VERMA/HT PHOTOS
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Over100flights
cancelled at |Gl
Airportover
airspacecurbs

Express News Service
New Dellii, March1

SIXTY-TWO FLIGHT depar-
tures and 40 arrivals have been
cancelled at Delhi’s IGI Airport
as on Sunday evening, sources
said, amid disruptions linked to
airspace restrictions over Iran
and parts of West Asia. Someair-
lines also cancelled flights,
scheduled for Monday.

Airport authorities said the
cancellations were largely on
west-bound international sec-
tors. The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation said:

“The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is main-
taining close coordination with
airlines to ensure full com-
pliance with safety and oper-
ational regulations,” the minis-
ry stated.
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o PV SINDHU, KARNATAKA JDS MLC & HIS FAMILY, BJP LEADRER, BENGALI ACTOR ALONG WITH HER SON, TOURISTS AND STUDENTS AMONG THOSE STRANDED

‘Situation is bad’: Hundreds stuck in Dubai, other hub airports

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 1

AS FLIGHT operations to and
from West Asia remain dis-
rupted after the US and Israel’s
artack on Iran, hundreds of In-
diansarestranded in Dubai and
other key hub airports, with
many of them taking to social
media to appeal to the Indian
government for assistance.
Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu, JD{S) MLC from Kar-
nataka SLBhojegowdaand his
family, Bengali actor Subhash-
ree Ganguly alongwith herson,
tourists and student groups are
among those held up in Dubai.
More than 700 people from
Madhya Pradesh, including
twoformer MLAs, arestranded
intheUAEduetoflight cancel-
lations, Amol Kataria, chairman
of the Travel Agents Federation
of India’s MP unit, told PTL
Kataria said former MLA
and BJP leader Sanjay Shuklais
amongthose stranded in Dubai.

“Due to the current interna-
tional situation, our return to
Indiatoday could not take place
as Dubai airport was tempor-
arily closed. We are receiving
full cooperation from the Dubai
admindistration and the Govern-
ment of India. We will return to
Indore as soon as the situation
normalises,” Shukla's post on
social media said. He said his
elder son is also with him.

The BJP leader also posted
a video on social media, in
which heisseen pointing out of
a window to the smoke billow-
ing after an explosion a few
kilometres away.

Following the attack by the
US andIsrael, Iran launched re-
taliatory military strikes target-
ing Israel and American mili-
tary bases across the region,
including the UAE, Qatar, Ku-
wait, Bahrain and Jordan.

“The situation here has be-
come bad. You can see thata
bomb just exploded. All traffic
has stopped. People here are

Indians at the Kuwait embassy on Sunday. et

being alerted and asked 1o stay
in their rooms,” Shukla said.
Heappealed toPM Narendra
Moditoensure safereturnof In-
dians stranded in Dubai.
Indore MPShankar Lalwani
said several people from the city

were stuck in the UAE, and the
Ministry of External Affairs has
been informed about this. “As
soon as the situation normal-
ises, efforts will be made to
bringthese people backto India
from the UAE,” he said JD(S)

MLC from Kamataka, SL Bhoje-
gowda, and his family are
among those stranded in Dubai.
Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah said hisgovernmentisin
touchwith the MEA inconnec-
tionwith efforts to bring people
back safely. “I spoke to Bhoje
Gowda. Hesaid heissafe and is
ata hotel,” Siddaramaiah said.
“From Ballari, some 35
peoplearestuck. The total is52,
including people from other
states. We will make efforts to
bringall of them back,” he said.
Union Minister Pralhad
Joshisaid the Centre was mak-
ing continuous efforts to en-
sure the safe return of Indians.
“Currently, the situation there
isturbulent. Even flying a plane
there is dangerous,” he said.
PV Sindhuand hercoach, Ir-
wansyah Adi Pratama, were left
stranded at Dubai International
Airport after flight operations
weresuspended. Pratama had a
narrow escape after anexplosion
occurred close to where they

were stationed at Dubai Airport
while travellingto Birmingham.

Sindhuon Sunday morning
described the tense moments
on social media. "The ordeal
continues to unfold, and the
situation is becoming more
frightening by the hour. A few
hours ago, there was an ex-
plosion close to where we were
holed up at the airport,” she
wrote on social media.

Bengali actor Subhashree
Ganguly and her son Yuvaan are
held up in Dubai, her husband,
filmdirector-producerand TMC
MLARajChakraborty, said. The
actor and their son are currently
stayingat a hotel in Palm.Jumei-
rah. “There was an explosion
near their hotel,” Chakraborty
told PTL

Eighty-four MBA students
from a Pune-based Indira
School of Business Studies
(ISBS), whohad gonetoDubaias
part of a five-day study tour,
have been unable to return due
to the closure of airspace.
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100 flights cancelled at IGI Alrport amid west Asia crisis

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Travel chaos erupted due to
airspace restrictions over
Iran and parts of the Middle
East. Flight cancellations at
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport have increased
sharply, with 60 departures
and 40 arrivals, totalling 100
flights, being cancelled so far.

“Due to the evolving polit-
ical situation in the Middle
East, west-bound interna-
tional flights may experi-
ence disruptions or sched-
ule changes,” DIAL said ina
post on X.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) operates the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) in the national capital.
Itis also the country’s largest
airport, handling more than
1,300 flight movements daily.

Earlier, the Civil Aviation
Ministry said 444 interna-
tional flights are expected to
be cancelled by domestic
carriers on Sunday. “In view
of airspace restrictions arising

from geopolitical develop-
ments in the Middle East, a
total of 350 flights operated
by Indian domestic carriers
have been cancelled on
March 1,2026," the civil avia-
tion ministry said in a post on
X at 4:34 pm on Sunday.

At 12:25 am, the ministry in
an X post said that 444 inter-

national flights were expect-
ed to be cancelled on
Sunday due to airspace
restrictions over Iran and
parts of the Middle East. On

February 28, the ministry
said 410 flights of domestic
carriers were cancelled.
“The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is main-

taining close coordination
with airlines to ensure Ffull
compliance with safety and
operational regulations,” the
ministry stated.

At Delhi airport, several
long-haul and Middle East-
bound services have been
affected. IndiGo has can-
celled multiple flights from
Delhi on Sunday, citing “air-
space restriction”. These
include services to Ras Al
Khaimah, Kuwait, Doha, Abu
Dhabi, Dubai, Athens,
Manchester, Jeddah, Riyadh,
and Dammam. The airline
also suspended select inter-
national flights that use
Middle East airspace till 11:59
pm on March 2.

Some airlines also can-
celled Monday flights that
use the Middle East airspace.
Although several flights were
cancelled, airport operations
remained relatively smooth
as live flight tracking website
Flightradar24 showed an
average departure delay of
just 14 minutes, within the
normal range.
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Airports, hotel hit in overnight strikes in UAE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Dubai

Several waves of Iranian
attacks targeting the airport
and several other sites across
the UAE kept people awake
on Saturday night.

Dubai's airport and the
iconic Burj Al Arab were
among the places hit by what
the UAE officials described as
drone attacks.

A Government of Dubai
media office statement said
“drone caused its shrapnel to
spark a fire at the Burj Al Arab
hotel," and that it was
brought under control. "No
injuries” were reported.

Authorities in Dubai also
revealed that debris resulting
from air interception opera-
tions caused a fire at one of

the berths of |ebel Ali Port
without causing any injuries.

“Dubai Civil Defence teams
immediately responded to
handle the fire, while their
efforts continue to control it,"
it said.

The authorities also urged
the public not to circulate
video clips dating back to the
Jebel Ali Port fire on July 7,
2021, and confirmed
that more reliable informa-
tion will be broadcast
upon receipt.

Amid silent alerts sounded
across the country for possi-
ble missile attacks, an inci-
dent of one such attack
taking place at the airport
was reported.

“Dubai Airports has con-
firmed an incident at Dubai
International Airport (DXB)

just moments ago.
Emergency response teams
have been activated immedi-
ately, and the incident is
being handled in coordina-
tion with the relevant author-
ities,” the statement said.

It also said that the attack
resulted in 4 injuries, and the
necessary urgent medical
assistance has been provid-
ed.A “Updated information
will be broadcast as soon as

it is received,” it added.

Because of the ongoing
fasting month of Ramzan
and this being the weekend,
people stayed awake
late at night, tormented by
intermittent sirens on the
streets and alerts issued by
the authorities.

Local media reports
claimed that Abu Dhabi's
Zayed International Airport
came under overnight
attacks, resulting in the death
of an unnamed Asian worker
and seven injuries. The inci-
dentis yet to be confirmed by
the Government.

A similar attack was
reported at the |ebel Ali
Port. However, no injuries
were reported.

The UAE’'s Ministry of
Defence announced that,
since the onset of the Iranian

attack, the air force and air
defence forces of the United
Arab Emirates have success-
fully engaged and destroyed
137 ballistic missiles and 209
drones launched towards the
country's territory, under-
scoring the high readiness of
the air defence systems and
their capability to address
various threats.

“The Ministry stated that,
since the beginning of the
attack, 137 Iranian ballistic
missiles launched towards
the UAE had been detected,
of which 132 were destroyed,
while five fell into the sea. A
total of 209 Iranian drones
were also detected; 195 were
intercepted, while 14 fell
within the country's territo-
ry and waters, causing some
minor side damage,” it said in

a statement. Schools in Dubai
and Abu Dhabi have been
asked to move to distance
iearning till Thursday.

The UAE's General
Authority of Civil Aviation
has announced that the state
will bear all costs of accom-
modation and sustenance
for affected and stranded
passengers, as the country's
airports and national carriers
have dealt with approximate-
ly 20,200 individuals impact-
ed by the rescheduling of
some flights.

“Temporary accommaoda-
tion has been provided, along
with meals and beverages, in
addition to facilitating
rebooking procedures in
accordance with the
approved operational
plans,” it said.
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Airports closed, thousands of travellers stranded

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M L ondon

The attack on Iran by the
United States and Israel dis-
rupted flights across the
Middle East and beyond
Saturday as countries around
the region closed their air-
space and key airports that
connect Europe, Africa and
the West to Asia were direct-
ly hit by strikes.

Airports across the Middle
East remained closed Sunday
as the conflict moved into its
second day. Emirates Airlines
suspended all flights to and
from Dubai until at least
Sunday afternoon. The Qatar
airport was closed until at
least Monday morning,
according to Qatar Airways.
Israeli airspace also
remained closed Sunday.

The closures have strand-
ed tens of thousands of trav-
elers around the world.

Hundreds of thousands of
travelers were either strand-
ed or diverted to other air-
ports Saturday after Israel,
Qatar, Syria, Iran, Irag, Kuwait
and Bahrain closed their air-

space. There also was no
flight activity over the United
Arab Emirates, flight tracking
website FlightRadar24 said,
after the government there
announced a “temporary
and partial closure” of its
airspace.

That led to the closure of
key hub airports in Dubai,
Abu Dhabi and Doha, and the
cancellation of more than
1,800 flights by major Middle
Eastern airlines.

The three major airlines
that operate at those airports
— Emirates, Qatar Airways
and Etihad — typically have
about 90,000 passengers

per day crossing through
those hubs and even more
travelers headed to destina-
tions in the Middle East,
according to aviation analyt-
ics firm Cirium.

Two airports in the United
Arab Emirates reported inci-
dents as the government
there condemned what it
called a "blatant attack
involving Iranian ballistic
missiles” on Saturday.

Officials at Dubai
International Airport — the
largest in the United Arab
Emirates and one of the
busiest in the world — said
four people were injured,

while aned International
Airport in Abu Dhabi said
that one person was killed
and seven others were
injured in a drone strike.
Strikes were also reported at
Kuwait International Airport.

Though Iran did not pub-
licly claim responsibility, the
scope of retaliatory strikes
that Gulf nations attributed
to Iran extended beyond the
American bases that it previ-
ously said it would target.

“For travelers, there's no
way to sugarcoat this,” said
Henry Harteveldt, an airline
industry analyst and presi-
dent of Atmosphere
Research Group. “You should
prepare for delays or cancel-
lations for the next few days
as these attacks evolve and
hopefully end.”

Airlines that are crossing
the Middle East will have to
reroute flights around the
conflict with many flights
headed south over Saudi
Arabia. That will add hours to
those flights and consume
additional fuel, adding to
the costs airlines will have to
absorb. So ticket prices could

quickly start to increase if the
conflict lingers. The added
flights will also put pressure
on air traffic controllers in
Saudi Arabia who might have
to slow traffic to make sure
they can handle it safely.
And the countries that closed
their airspace will miss out
on the overflight fees airlines
pay for crossing overhead.

But Mike McCormick, who
used to oversee air traffic
control for the Federal
Aviation Administration
before he retired and is now
a professor at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, said
over the next few days these
countries might be able to
reopen parts of their air-
space once American and
Israeli officials share with the
airlines where military
flights are operating and
how capable Iran remains at
firing missiles.

“Those countries then
will be able to go through
and say, okay, we can
reopen this portion of our
space but we'll keep this
portion of our airspace
closed,” McCoarmick said.
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44 flights cancelled at RGIA
amid Israel-Iran tensions

Officials Issue
Directives To
Passengers

Sunny.Baski
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Ailr travel to
and from the city was disrup-
ted on Saturday after at least
21 arriving and 23 departing
flights were cancelled in the
wake of escalating tensions
between Iranand Israel.
Officials at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA) confirmed that
several international servi-
ces, particularly those ope-
rating through Gulf airspa-
ce, were either cancelled or
rescheduled as airlines reas-
sessed flight paths due to sa-
fety concerns.
Airlinesoperatingroutes
to destinations such as Du-
bai, Doha, Abu Dhabi, Mu-
seat, Kuwait, Sharjah, Medi-
an, Jeddah and other West
Asian hubs were among the
most affected. While some
carriers opted to cancel ser-
vices outright, a few flights
have been delayved. Passeng-

e Dfficials said
that several
services were
either cancelled
or rescheduled

@ Airlines

see surge in
enquiries from
passengers
planning
onward int'l
connections
through Gulf
transit hubs

'SAFETY CONCERNS' |

MOST AFFECTED ROUTES

@ Dubai, Doha, Abu Dhabi, Muscat,
Kuwait, Sharjah, Median, Jeddah &
other West Asian hubs  source: Flightradarad.com

e

ers were seen waiting at air-
port counters, seeking clari-
fication on rescheduling and
refunds.

Enquiries

Airlines saw a surge in
enquiries from passengers
planning onward internatio-
nal connections through
Gulf transit hubs. “I have a
flight to Amsterdam via Du-
bai on March 4; is this flight
suspended? What is the cur-
rent situation?” said Nitin
Agarwal while tagging Eti-
had Airways on X.

“Hi @wemiratessupport, I
have a flight on Emirates

from Hyderabad to New York
via Dubai on March 3. Unab-
le to contact your call centre
or live chat. How can [ reach
you to explore my options?”
posted I* Satya, aflier.

The airport authorities
advised passengers to verify
flight status directly with
their respectiveairline prior
to departure for the airport.
Inlight of the evolvingsitua-
tion in the Gulf and associa-
ted airspace restrictions,
certain international flights
may be subject to disrup-
tions, including delays, re-
scheduling, or changes in
operating times, RGIA said.

1 MARCH 2026
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Counting pills, fearing blasts:
Indians stranded in West Asia

‘Asked To Leave Sharjah Airport Without Help, Don’t Know Where To Go’

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Neeru Garg and
her husband counted pills
and hours. Their Sharjah re-
turn flight vanished. A taxi
ride brought them to Dubai
— and into a city under mis-
sile fire. “We have no money
left and are running low on
essential medicines,” Garg,
acollege principal from Pun-
jab’s Bathinda, said Sunday
from the home of an Indian
doctor where they found
shelterr “We don't know
where to go.”

Across west Asia, thou-
sands of Indians — tourists,
expatriates, pilgrims, poli-
ticians and families with
children — have been left
stranded after US-Israel
strikes on Iran triggered Ira-
nian retaliation. This in
turn forced mass airspace
closures and shutting down
Dubai, the world’s busiest
transit hub, “We were asked
to leave the airport without
any help,” Garg said.

Airtraveldisruptions dee-
pened the erisis. Indian carri-
erscancelled about 350 flights

Passengers await assistance at Dubai airport parking lot on Sunday

Sunday alone, while west
Asia-based airlines scrubbed
more than 1600 services
across their networks, Air-
ports from Chennai and Jai-
pur to Mangaluru and Amrit-
sar reported mass cancella-
tions to Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah, Doha and Jeddah.

In Karnataka, dozens of
Kannadigas were marooned
across Dubai after flights
were grounded mid-journey,
Among them were Congress
MLAs NR Bharath Reddy
and SR Srinivas, and JIXNS)
MLC SL Bhojegowda.

Bhojegowda, travelling

from Johannesburg to India
via Dubai with his family,
said the shutdown came
without warning. “As soon
aswereached Dubaiairport,
it was conveyed to us that all
flights were grounded due to
air strikes by Iran,” he said
in a video message, adding
that they were safe but stuck.

Karnataka election com-
missioner SG Sangreshiand
Pushpa Amarnath, vice
chairperson of state guaran-
tee schemes implementa-
tion committee, were also
unabletoreturn. Amarnath,
who was in Dubai for an

award event, said guests re-
ceived repeated safety
alerts. “We were advised not
to stand near windows.
Around60tourists from Kar-
nataka are staying in my ho-
tel. All flights cancelled.”

From Ballari district, 50
tourists who flew to Dubai
on Feb 24 were left stranded
when their return flight on
Feb 28 was cancelled as air-
strikes began. Fifteen mem-
bers of one family said they
were denied entry at the air-
port and had exhausted the
cash they were carrying.

“Hotel rooms were cost-
ing Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000 a
night per person. We
couldn’t afford it and had no
place to go,” one relative
said, State MLAs later ar-
ranged accommodation for
the group in service quar-
ters near the airport.

In Kolkata, actor Subhas-
ree Ganguly's hushand, film
director and Trinamool MLA
Raj Chakraborty, said she
cowld hear missile blasts from
herhotel. She wasstranded in
Dubai with her son. Return
dates remain uncertain.
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OP EPIC FURY: US, ISRAEL STRIKE IRAN
Amritsar airport operations hit;
several flights cancelled, diverted

CHARANIITSINGH TEJA

THIRESE NS SEREL

AMEITSAR, MARCH 1

Escalating military tensions
in West Asia have led to the

cancellationand disnuption of

multiple ntemational fights
operating from Sri Gum Ham
7 Dass Jee International Air-
port to Gulf counties, airport
sourees said on Sunday.
Around 10 intemational
departures from Amritsar to
destinations such as Dubai,
Shanah, Muscat and Doha
weme affected following tem-
porary airspace closures by
several countres in the region.
Aviation authorities in
parts of West Asia, including

Qatar, the TAE. Iran and
Irac, have either restricted or
temporarily shut their air-
space as a precautionary
measure, impacting  flight
routes across the sectorn

Qatar Adrways announced
that its flight operations remain
temporarily suspended due to
the closure of Qatan airspace,
The arline sad it would
resume services once the Qatar
Crvil Aviation Authority cone-
firms the safe recpening. Pas-
sengers have been advised to
monitor offidal updates and
check with the airline before
proceeding to the airport.

Air India also issued an
opemtional update, stating

that it has cancelled select
flights scheduled for March 1
to prioritise the safety of pas-
sengers and crew,

The affected flights included
the Amritsar-London
(Gatwick)-Amntsar  service.
The aidine expressed regret
over the inconven ience catised
and said affected passenpers
were bang informed and
offered allernative  travel
options. It shared helplne
numbers for assistance and
rebooking support.

Arcording to aviation
soumees, flipghts operated by
Emirates and FlyDubai to
Dubai have been suspended
until further notice. Services

by IndiGo, Air India Express
and SpiceJet to Shagah and
Dubsaii were either tumed
back mid-route or diverted
due to sudden amrspace
restrictions. One Spiceet
flight (S3G-55) was reportedly
diverted to Ahmedabad as a
precautionary measure.,
Airport authorities in Amrit-
sar have tightened security
arrangements as a precaution-
ary step. Officials advised pas-
sengers to remain in close
contact with their arlines for
real-time updates, rebooking
options or refunds, as the situ-
ation remains fluid and
dependent on further devel-
opments in the region.
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Centre mulls 330,000 cr modified
UDAN scheme for take oft in April

NEW HIGH. Plan marks new phase of expansion with ¥18,000 cr for infra and 12,000 cr to fund viability gap

e ]
Rohit Vaid
Mes Dethi

The Union Cabinet is kkely
to consider roll cut of a mod-
ified version of the UDAN
scheme for implementation
from April 1, sources familiar
with the development told
businessline.

Accordingly, the re-
vamped framework, if ap-
proved, would extend the re-
gional air conmectivity
programme bevond its term

and mark the beginning of a
new Erpansinnb;ﬁe.

The proposal, which has
been reviewed by the Ex-

diture Finance Commit-
tee (EFC) of the Ministry of
Finance, envisages a total
outlay of T30,000 crore,
sources said.

Over, T18,000 crore has
been earmarked for the de-
velopment of new airports
and related infrastructure,
while T12,000 crore has been

REGIOMAL PUSH.According 1o sources, the expanded scheme
will prioritise helipads and smaller airparts in hilly areas,
aspirational districts and the North-East sseaus

proposed as wvishility gap
funding (VGF) to support
airline o ions On re-
gional and remote routes.

SMALL AIRPFORTS

Under the existing UDAN
framework, airlines receive
VGF and other concessions
from airport operators and

support from Central and
State governments to oper-
ate fights connecting un-
mnmdlﬁhand undr:jrlg:n'l:d
airports.

The plan to modify and ex-
tend UDAN was hrst an-
nounced in the Budget 2025-
26 by Finance Minister
Mirmala Sitharaman, who

stated that the next phase
would aim toconnect 120 ad-
ditional destinations and en-
able travel for nearly four
crore passengers over the
next decade.

Arcording to sources, the

ed scheme will prior-
itise helipads and smaller air-
ports in hilly areas, aspira-
ticnal districts and the
Morth-East.

It is also expected to ad-
dress bottlenecks that af-
focted earlier rounds, includ-
ing land acquisition delavs,
technical end regulatory
constraints, aircraft svailab-
ility, leasing challenges and
maintenance 5u £

The ﬂmrpﬂk:l‘y to
continue operating under a
market-driven hidding
model, wherein airlines as-
sess passenger demand and

se routes during bid-
T

MILESTONES REACHED
According to recent official

Since its launch
in April 2017,
more than 1.56
Crore passengers
have flown on
over 3.23 lakh

UDAN flights

data, under the scheme
Imnched in April 2017, 649
routes have been ration-
alised out of 915 valid routes
pwarded, connecting 93 un-
served and underserved air-
ports, including 15 heliports
and two water serodromes.

The data showed that over
14,300 crore has been dis-
bursed as VGF, while 74,638
crore has been invested in
girport development under
the scheme.

In total, more than 1.56
crore passengers have flown
on over 323 lakh UDAN
flights, so far.
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18 aireraft stranded overseas

Airlines cancel 350 ﬂlght'; on Sunday

Dur Bureau

Murnbai

Indian carriers cancelled 350
international flights
on Sundaywith the closure of
girspace  amind  ongoing

clashes inWest Asia region.
UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait and
Qatar remain closed for air
traffic due to drone assaults
and attacks on local airports.
While Oman and Saudi Ara-
bizn airspace remained par-
tially open, Indisn carriers
avoided  transit  cancel-
ling their outhound Europe
and US flights on Sunday.
Air India said close monit-
oring and careful assessment
of the evolving situation in
the West Asta resulted in fur-
ther curtailment of its sched-
uled tions to Europe
mdUSonSumdey. |
Select flights to Europe in-
cluding those to Birming-
ham, Zurich and Copenha-
gen have been cancelled on
Monday, Additionally non
stop flights to New York and

TOURISTS STRANDED. UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait and Catar
remain closed for air traffic «n

Newark will operate with a
halt at Rome IndiGo said it's

flights would be can-
celled in addition to those in
West Asia. Air India Express
too has extended cancella-
tion of flights to the GCC
member  countries il
Monday midnight.

EMBASSIES HELP

The shut down of major West
Asia hubs led to massive dis-
ruption. Flights bound to
Dubai and Doha diverted to
European airports  while

some returned to Em.'m: of

Indian assy in

oTigin.

Hungary arranged for meals
for 130 passengers ona Emir-
ates Chicago-Dubai  flight
which divlf-srf:d to Eudn.ﬁplglt.
it said in an X post. Similarly,
Indian Embassy in Kowait
said it is in touch with and as-
sist the Indian mnationals
stranded in Kuwait.
Meamwhile, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
on Saturday issued instruc-
tions to airlines and ai
on passenger facilitation and
operational  co-ordination.
Among other things, it re-
iresairtines and airports to
Eztuupdiﬁmpﬁmtwﬁtsks.

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbas

Eighteen Indian aircraft are
stuck at airports in West
Asia, Athens and Istanbuol
due to the closure of airspace
following the US-Iran con-
flict, data from flight track-
ing wehsite Flightradar24
shows.

While IndiCGo has seven
aircraft on ground, Air India
Express has six planes
parked at airports across
West Asia. The list also in-
cludes Air India (2), Akasa
Air (1), Quiklet (1) and
Spicelet (1wet leased plane),

CREW MEMBERS SAFE
The following airports have
the m.aJun‘:Eng nur:ﬁuhﬂd In-
dian planes on the ground:
Dubai (5) and Abu Dhabi (3},
followed by Dubai World
Central (2) and Istanbul (2).
Athens, Bahmain, Doha El.m:l
Sharjah sirports have onc
gircraft parked cach since
Saturday.

Sources said over two
hundred pilots and crew
members of IndiGo and Air
India Express are stuck in
West Asia. While a Tel Aviv-
bound Air India Boeing 777
returned from mid-air on
Saturday, there are sixteen
Air India crew members in
Isracl. “We are in touch with
our crew members. All of
themare safe,” said an Air In-
diz Express official. An In-
diGo exccutive said the crew
have been instructed to fol-
lowr advisories issued by the
Indian embassy.

The airports in Abu Dhabi,
Dubai and Kuwait have come
under attack from Iran as it
retaliates against US and Is-
racl stmkes, Emirates and
Etihad said they have sus-
pended all operations to and
from Dubai and Abu Dhabi
until Mondayafternoon.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has issued a
safety advisory to Indian car-
riers. Carriers have been ad-
vised to refrain from operat-
ing inWest Asign airspace.
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350 flights hit as West Asia skies close

DEEPAK PATEL &
AKSHARA SRIVASTAWA
Mew Dalhi, 1 March

At least 350 flights operated by
Indian carriers were cancelled
on Sunday after the US and Is-
rael carried out military strikes
inside Iran on Saturday, trig-
gering retaliatory threats from
Tehran and prompting wide-
spread alrspace restrictlons
across West Asia,

The escalating conflict has
disrupted multiple interna-
tional corridors, forcing Indian
airlines to reroute or suspend
services as key airspace seg-
ments became unavailable or
were deemed high risk.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation said in a post on X that
“In view of airspace restric-
tions arising from geopolitical
developments in the Middle
East, atotal of 350 flights oper-
ated by Indian domestic car-
riers have been cancelled on
March 1”. Passengers were ad-
vised to check flight starus
with their respective airlines.

The ministry added that it
was closely coordinating with
alrlines, airport operators, and
othet stakeholders to monitor
the situation and facilitate pas-

SENEZer support.

While most cancellations
stem from restrictions and risk
ASSESSIMENTS across pars of Ira-
nian and adjpining airepace,
flight= to Europe have also been
affected. The European Union
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)
issued a safety information
bulletin highlighting
hejghtened risks in the region.

In its circolar, EASA said:
"On February 28, the US and Is-
rael conducted military strikes
targeting sites within Iranian
territory. In response, Iran has
announced retaliatory attacks.
Given the ongoing military in-
tervention, retaliatory actions
against US and Israeli assets in
the region are [ikely toocour, in-
troducing additional high risks
not only to the alrspace of [ran
but also to that of nelghbouring
states hosting US military bases
of otherwise affected by hostil-
ities and associated military ac-
tivities, Including
interceptions.”

As part of Its risk mitigation
measures, EASA restricted the
use of cerfain airspace seg-
ments, incloding Jeddah and
Muscat, for flights to and from
Eurape by third-country car-
riers, including Indian airlines.

Stranded passengers at the Dubai International Alrport

European carriers, however,
have the option of overflving
Pakistan — a route unavailable
to Indian airlines, narrowing
routing options for Indian car-
riers and contributing to Eu-
rope-bound cancellations.
Agzainst this backdrop, Air
Indin announced further curtafl-
ment of its intemational networlc
“Close monitoring and carefiil as-
sesement of the evolving sitg-
ation in the West Asiat have
necessitated further curtailment
of our scheduled opemtions, with
the safetyand security of our cus-
toamers and crew remaining our

highest pricrity,” the airline said
ina post an X

In addition to previously
announced suspensions, Air
India cancelled multiple ser-
vices on March 1, including
Mumbai-London (Heathrow),
Delhi-Birmingham, Delhi-
Amsterdam. Delhi-Zurich,
Delhi-Milan, Delhi-Vienna,
Bengaluru-London (Heath-
row), Delhi-Copenhagen, and
Delhi-Frankfurt. The airline
said affected passengers were
being informed through their
registered contact detalls and
offered rebooking or refunds.

Air India has provided full
flexibility for bookings made
on or before February 28 for
travel up to March 5 allowing
passengers to reschedule with-
out additional charges or opt
for a full refund.

IndiGo also extended the
temporary suspension of se-
lect international flights using
West Asian alrspace until
March 2. In a travel advisory,
the airline said the move was a
precautionary measure to up-
hold safety standards and that
customers could opt for alter-
nate flights or claim full re-
funds. Waivers for travel toand
from West Asia and other im-
pacted sectors have been ex-
tended untdl March 7 for
bookings made on or before
February 28

The Ministry of External
Affairs saild foreign nationals
in India who have had to alter
travel plans due to develop-
ments in West Asia and require
visa extensions should contact
the nearest Foreizners Re-
gional Registration Office for
assistance,

Travel platforms are moni-
toring the situation in Dubai,
where on-ground experiences
and city tours.
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AAIB flags
low visibility
in Ajit Pawar

plane crash

Preliminary report
cites fog, lack of
navigational aids and
runway issues

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

he Aireralt Accident
Tlm.'esn'garion Bureau

[AAIB) has cited low
visibility, a lack of meteoro-
logical Tacilities, and opera-
tional gaps in the preliminary
findings into the January 24
Learjet crashat the Pune dis-
trict’s Baramati airport that
claimed five lives, including
that of then Maharashtra
deputy chief minister and
NCP president Ajit Pawar.

The business jet was oper-
ating a non-scheduled Might
from Mumbai to Baramati,
anderashed around 8.46am.

The airfield is primarily
used For Might-training oper
ations, with two flight-train-
ing organisations (FTOs)
having their base there, The
airport has two temporary
air traffic control (ATC) tow-
ers, both being operated and
maintained by students and
mstructors of the FTOs [or
their respective flight opera-
tions and VIP flights.

The AAIB report point-
ed out that the airfield did
not have any navigational
aids other than windsocks,
and *no windsock was avail-
able towards the runway 11
side™.

SHORTCOMINGS

u Airfield did not have
any navigational aids
other than windsocks

m Mo windsock was
available towards run-
way 11

® Last runway re-carpet-
ing done in March 2016
m This resulted in fading
of runway markings and
presence of loose gravel

® Visibility was 3,000 m,
below required 5,000 m

The last runway re-car-
peting was in March 2006,
which resulted in the fading
of runway markingsand loose
gravel on the surface.

Maore details

Elaborating on the sequence
of events, the AAIB report
stated that on the day of
the accident, the tower was
manned by a ground instruc-
torof oneof the FTOs,

The Might crew was told
that visibility was 3,000 me
tres, said the report, noting
that this was well below the
minimum required for VFR
fight, which is 5000 metres.,
The AAIBalsoeoncluded that
therewas “very shallow fog in
parches”in Baramati,

Both the flight data record-
ers — the Solid-State Flight
Data Recorder (SSFDR) and
the Solid-State Cockpit Voice
Recorder (SSCVR) — were
damaged due to exposure to
high temperatures during the
accident.
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India calls for calm after US Israel strlke onlran

Issues advisories
toIndians in Gulf
nations toremain
vigilant
—=

NEW DELHI, DHNS

ours after a massive
military confrontation
broke out in West Asia,

India on Saturday asked Iran,
Israel, and the USA to“exercise
restraintand avoid escalation,”
while embassies in Iran and
other Gulf nations advised In-
dian residents “to avoid unnec-
essary movemenis and remain
indoors” as far as possible.
“India is deeply concerned
at the recent developments
in Iran and the Gulf region.
We urge all sides to exercise
restraint, avoid escalation,
and prioritise the safety of
civilians,” the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said in a brief
statement, reacting to the
fast-evolving situation after a
joint US-Israel strike on Iran,
“Dialogue and diplomacy
should be pursued to de-esca-
late tensions and address un-
derlying issues. Sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
states must be respected.”
Indianmissionsin the region
are in touch with Indians and
have issued advisories asking
them to remain vigilant, stayin
contact with the missions, and

follow local security guidance,

The Indian embassy in Teh-
ran asked Indian narionals
L0 exercise extreme caution,
avoid unnecessary move-
ments, and remam indoors as
far as possible. Similar advi-
sories have been issued by the
embassies in the UAE, Qatar
and Bahrain.

Meanwhile, defence secre-
tary Rajesh Kumar Singh un-
derscored the importance of
maintaining India’s “strategic
partnerships”in West Asia.

“The eventsare moving pret-
ty fast, In West Asia, we have a
large diaspora. We will have to
continue to maintain our stra-
tegic partnerships,” Singh said
ata conclave in Delhi.

Notably, about 10 days ago,
both Iran and the US partic-
ipated in the Indian Navy's
International Fleet Review
and Milan 2026 exercises
at Visakhapatnam. Iran’s
Moudge-class frigate IRIS
Dena and a delegation were
part of the show.

IN-DIASPORA

m Little over 10,000 In-
dians, including students,
livinginIran

m The Indian diaspora

in Israel comprises over
41,000 people

m New Delhi notimmedi-
ately considering evacuat-
ing Indian nationals from
Iran or Israel, sources said

Stranded passengaerswalt outside a terminal, amid cancellation ufﬂlghtstu WestAsia dueto
the US and Israel strikes on Iran, at the Indira Gandhi International Airport, in New Delhi. ri

Indian carriers suspend West Asia flights

NEW DELHI, DHNS: With ten-
sions escalating in West Asia,
the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Saturday asked
Indian airlines to continuous-
ly monitor airspace restric-
tions and ensure the timely re-
routing or diversion of flights.

Air India, Air India Express
and IndiGosaid they had tem-
porarily suspended flights to
and from West Asia.

An Air India Delhi-Tel Aviv
flight wasdiverted to Mumbai
due to the closure of Isracli
airspace, with Flightradar24.
comsaying itwasairborne for
over five hoursand decided to
return when it was in Saudi
Arabian airspace.

Civil Aviation Minister K

Ram Mohan Naidu chaired a
high-level meeting to review
preparedness and response
measures in the civil aviation
sector, Ministry, Airports
Authority of India (AAI), and
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) officials,
airline operators, and major
airportoperators attended the
meeting, conducted via video
conferencing,

“Indian carriers nperanng
international services have
been advised to continuously
monitor airspace advisories,
NOTAMsS, and route restric-
tions issued by the authorities
concerned,” an official state-
mentsaid. “Airlines have been
directed to ensure timely re-

DGCA issues
advisory

The DGCA on Saturday
asked Indian operatorsto
avoid operating within the
airspace of 11 countries in
theregion, saying there
could be high probability
of “spill-over risks” like
misidentification of civil
aircraft,

routing or diversion of flights,
wherever required, strictly in
accordance with global safe-
ty protocols and established
contingency planning proce-
dures,” it said,
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Mumbai airport to halt
diversions after parking crunch

Mumbai airporton US strikes on Iran. The
SaturdayissuedaNotice  move was prompted by a
to Airmen (NOTAM) shortage of parking bays,
stating it will not accept with several flights either
any flight diversionsuntil returning to their origin
8 am on Sunday amid or diverting to nearby
disruptions following airports, sources said,
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AS AIRLINES DEAL WITH REFUND CLAIMS...

Insurers Face Airspace Closure Strain

Flight cancellations
may triggerrisein
aviation war-risk
premiums, hit capacity

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: Aviation insurers arere-
lleved that no passenger aircraft
has suffered any damage in the
ongoing conflict in West Asia, Ho-
wover, widesproad alrspace closu
res aeross the reglon and largesea-
le Night cancellations are placing
the market under operational stra-
in, which could trigger a rise in av

iation war-risk premiums,
impacting available ajr-
l'rﬂ.ﬁ I'.'il1.ill"]f.'|'

“Avintion s purely the
key risk, and capacity may
shrink.” said Sandeep Dadia,
CEO and couniry head at Lock-
ton India. Airlines tend to take
hull and linbility cover for planes,
usually loss than 1% of the sum as
sured, For alr travellers, those who
bought trip cancellation cover un-
dertravel policy may attempt tofile
claim=. However, most travel insu-
rance policies exclude losses ari-
sing from war or acts of war, lea
ving coverage dependent on speci
[ic wording and cause-of-loss Inter-
pretations. *With over 700 Dights
cancelled in Dubai alone and air-
space closures across [ran. [rag.

mnd Israel, theayviatbon hualland Hia-

bility market is under duress,” sa

id Prateek Singhal, executive pre-

sident and head of reinsurance al
Howden Insurance, 3
Airlines may still face refund obli

el

Ealions |.I|I|:11'J' consumer |H'1I1IT
thon regulations, even il Insurance
recoveries are limited, ~Loss of re-
venue is not coversd under avin-
tion policies,” an industry official
said.
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Flights Grounded,
Airlines Offer Waivers

Our Bureau

Mumbai: India’s aviation industry continued to bear
the impact of the conflict in West Asin and closure of
alrspaces and Key airports in several countries [or
the second straight day on Sunday, forcing the cancel
latlonol hundreds of Dightsand leading alrdines (o is-
sue rescheduling fee waivers or full refunds

“A total of 350 flights operated by Indian domestic
carriers have been cancelled on March 17 due to the
restrictions, the elvil aviation ministry announced
on Saturday The ministry advised passengers to
check Night status with respective alrlines, stating
that it is coordinating with carriers, airport opera-
tors, and other stakeholders to monitor the situation
and facilitate support.

Thecancellations follow airspace closures across parts
of West Asia since February 28, which have affectod
both Gulf’ and Europe-bound services from [ndis. Seve
ral Indian aircraft remain grounded ot airports in Wiest
Azin amid operational uncertaingy

Al has extended the suspension of all flights to and
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Isracl and Qataruntil 23:59
hirs 18T on March 2
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TURBULENCE IN THE SKIES

Indian carriers cancel 750 flights in 2 days, thousands stranded

YARUGHULLAH KHAM spaces over Ian, g Ismdl, Jordan, resource allocation,” Sharma said
Lelanon, Kuawait, Sandi Arabila, the *Closeto SO0 outhond ancd 500 in-
ASTHEWAR mped in West Asia— UAE, Bahraim, Ok arand Oman bound fights inked to lndia are

a key transit hub for fQights to
Evmope and the US — Indiancarn
e canceled around 750 intema-
tional services on Saturday and
Sunday, with mome cancellations
expected through the week

Globally, thousands of flights
were dlerupted kaving scoresof
passenperssiranded, as lmnian air
sirikees kepit major West Acian air-
ports, inchoding Dubal — the
wadd s s est internat lonalhab—
dosed on Sunday.

The disruptions — one of the
sharpest viation shocks in recent
years — comeat atime Indian car-
riers have been reeling under pm-
longed dosure of airspaces over
Pakistan, Rusciaand Uleraime.

Among Indian carriers, IndiGo
cancelled anestimated 4 508 gghts,
Air India amund 100 flights, Alr
India Express around 85, Spheefet
aroumd 75 flights, and Akass Air
amund 40 flightson Saturdayand
Sumiday due to the katest closure of

Aplume of smoke cavsed by an Iranian strike is seen in the background as Emirates planes ane parked at

the Dubai International Arrport an Sunday The world s busiest international travel hub has been shut

the alnpaces of 11 countries Emi-
mtes, FiyDrubai, Qntar Alrways, Ed
had Alrways, Gulf Adr, Saudia, and
Kuwait Airways have cancelled
2,841 fights onthess two days

Theairsmoe dosre isexpected

to affect not onky passengers over
the coming weeks but also the
finanees and [ntemati onal egpan-
sion plans of domestic airlines in
the flnal guartes o f FY 26 Al travel
between Indn and the LK, Eunope,

West Asia, and North America is
likeytoface spni ficant disruptions,
with Mights being delayed, can-
celbod and reouted asairines gap
ple with substantial opemtlonal
challempesdue to the closmime ofair

w

Analystewarnthatthe potental being im pacted. If we assume an
fallout trom ongoing dism ptions memgeot 220seats perilight,even
could be just the bogl nning, and i on extremely conservative esti-
these msues persist,aitiines may  mates, the lovses could beamund
face an additional financial burden 5100 million per week forflights
estimmated at "hundreds of comes® operating inand out of fndis,"Mark
duetoincreased oper Martin, founder and
ating st and lost Conservative CEQ of Martin Con-

revenue. This com estimates peg sulting, said.

Puund:.ulllupufllve losses at arsund Doinestic |:.1.r.r|-
eroooaseos | Swomilionper
n'l:rr.rthatlhcm'iahnn week h'rﬂ'gh“ I!"r:niI several mpich
Industry ls projected operatinginand  popre the hrest
to imcurimtheongning out of India esealation, and with
financial year. S — Pakistan maintain-

One-stop flights

viaWest Asianhubsare under pres-
sure: leading to longer Liyovers ar
ronite diversions, said Lokesh
Shuarma,a senior defenice and avia-
tion anahyst."Flights between Asa,
Ewrope, and Morh Amedea are
being rermrted. it'snot just alogist

eal lsgue it astrategie shift n how
airiines caloulate viability, nsk, and

ing its airspace cho-
sure to Indianairlines since May
2025 abrlines are lefbwith nni-
malwiable flight paths to Eumope
and North Americ “Detours of
two to three hours onwide-body
alreraft couldadd approgimately
56,000-7,500 per flight hourin
operating costs” Ermest Arval of
Arinsight said.
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Airspace over
W Asia closed

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEA!

Global aviation plunged
into a stte of emergency
following the coordinated
military strikes by lIsrael
and the United States
againstImn early Saturday
The retaliation by Tehran,
mreeting Israel and US
military installations across
the Gulf, led to the closure
of multiple national air-
spaces and the cancellation
of thousands of Hights
worldwide, Fearing for ci-
vilian safety, aviation auth-
arities across the West Asia
shut down keycorridors.

b Contdon | nation

.
Airspace over...

Countries Including lsrael, Iran, UAE, Quatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait, fraq and Jordan announced total or partial
shutdown of their airspace. The move triggered the
cancellaion of over 3500 flights to alrparts in these
countries.

Alrlines like Emirates suspended all its flights from
Dubal while Etihad cancelled all its departures from
AbuDhabl, and Qatar Airways suspended all its oper-
ations to and from Doha The shutdeam of Dubal and
Daha, which are two of the worlds mosteritical ran-
alt points, has caused massive chaos in global schedul-
ing.

Indin, which operates some of the highest fight
frequencies t the Gulf region, faced a severe travel
crisis. Numerous Rights operated by Indian carriers
were cancelled within the fivst few hours of the con-
flict, follewed by the cancellation of all flights until
March 2 Indlan airlines, induding IndiGo, Air India
and Akasa Al issued travel advisories informing pas-
sengers about the suspension of operations.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
issued a safety advisory asking Indian airlines to
refrain from operating within the affected airspace in
the West Asia and Persian Gulf regions at all fight
levels and altitudes until March L The affected ab-
space includes fran, ksrael, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Oman, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwalt, the UAE and
Qatar.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) also issued a
travel advisory advising passengers to ched: and con-
firm their flight status with the respective airlines.

“The Airports Authority of India and private air-
port operators have been advised to maintain
enhanced coordination with airlines for ground
handling, parking bays, passenger amenities, crew
logistics and immigration support, as necessary, the
ministry stated.

Indian alrports also lssued advisories asking
travellers to check their flight status before leaving for
theairport. Major airports, inchiding Delhi, Munabai,
Hyderabad,  Ahmedabad, Lucknow and
Thiruvananthapuram, issued travel advisories amid
theangning crisis
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Flight fails to
land in Nepal

for second day

Bengaluru: Chaos prevailed
at Kempegowda International
Airport here after passengers
bound for Nepal have staged a
protest against Air India
Express, alleging gross mis-
management that disrupted
their travel plans for two con-
secutive days.

According to passengers,
the flight departed Bengaluru
for Kathmandu at 1030 am on
Thursday, However, the air-
craft returned without land-
ing in Kathmandu under cir-
cumstances that were not
clearly communicated to
travellers, they alleged.
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[ran-Israel tensions halt Surat-Dubai
flight, diamond trade on edge

FPJ News Service

SURAT

Escalating tensions between
Iran and Israel, with the
United States drawn into the
conflict, have cast a long sh-
adow far bevond West Asia —
reaching deep into Surat’s
global rade lifeline. In a su-
dden move citing security
concerns, Air India Express
has cancelled its Surat-Dubai
flight for the next 24 hours,
leaving passengers stranded
and the city’s diamond ind-
ustry on edge.

The cancellation follows
heightened military activity
in the region, prompting ai-
rlines worldwide to reassess
routes and passenger safety.
At Surat International Air-
port, anxious travellers ga-
thered inlarge mimbers after
the announcement, seeking

clarity on rescheduling and
refunds,
But beyond the immediate

inconvenience, the bigger
blow has landed on Surat’s
diamond traders — many of
whom rely heavily on Dubai
for high-value business tra-
nsactions.

“This is a serious setbaclk”
said Mehul Shah, vice-p-
resident of Bharat Diamond
Bourse (BDB). “Due t the in-
creasing  tension  between
Isreel, America and Iran-lrag,
airline companies have ca-
ncelled flights. With the cl-
osure of the Dubai and Middle
East flight services waders

who had crucial business
meetings are now stuck.”

Dubaicperates a structured
tender system for diamond
trading, where appointments
are pre-scheduled and strictly
timed. Missing a tender date
can mean losing access to hi-
gh-value deals worth crores of
rupees.

“Those who had tenders
scheduled today or omormow
will miss their slots” Shah
added. “It is impossible @
predict when the next opp-
ortunity will come. This di-
sruption could stall trans-
artions and affect liquidity in
themarket.”

Industry insiders fear that
prolenged instability in West
Asia could ripple through
Surats export-driven dia-
mond ecosystem, impacting
both trade volumes and int-
ernational partnerships.
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Global travel grinds to halt as tensions rise

Key hub for flights

The disruption has
stranded Indians
abroad, and those
from abroad in India

HTC and agencies
letters @ hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHL/MUMBAL For Sukur
Ali Shaikh, a fitter from Kolkata
trarvelling abroad for the first time,
the dream of a Gulf job ended at
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport on
Sunday momning. He and two
companions had received their
tickets the previows evening and
arrived at the terminal at 10,30 am,
ungware that the skies between
India and the Gulf had been effec
tively sealed since the day before.
“We are out of money,” he said.
“Even food at the airport is unaf-
fordable. We request somenons: to
vither fly us back home.”
Shaikh's predicament was
in terminal after terminal
across India on Sunday — the sec-
and consecutive day of mas can-

c:Ile:uns along a corridor that

The Gull airports sit at the
crossroads of east-west air traved,
funnelling  long-haul  traffic
between Asis and Europe
a tightly scheduled network of
connecting flights. When they
chose, the conseguences ripple e
beyvomd the region.

According toa June 2005 report
by the Imternaticnal Air Transport
Association, the Middle East
accounts for 39.2% of all India's
international passenger traffic —
19 millon travellers in 2024 The
UAEalone, at 19.5% is Indin's sin-
#le largest international aviation
market: Mumbazi-Dubai and
Delhi-Duibai are the two busiest
intermationsal routes from India by
Might count.

O Saturday, lraninn missiles
struck Dubai Intermnational — the
world's busiest international hub,
hamdlisng more than LOOG fighis a
diy — causing physical dameage
and forcing its closure. Abu
Dhabi's international airport was
hit by a drone. Kuwait's airport
was targeted. The three airports
theit together carry the bulk of
tndlian traffic to and through the
Gull went dark simultaneously.

Indin's Directorate General of
Civil Awintion said 410 lizhts were

[ Passengers (in million)

{Shate in %)

Delhi-London
Chennai-Colombo

li0]

cancelled across the country on
Saturday, with approximateby 440
expecied on Sunday. At Delhi's
Indira Gandhi Internationzl Air-
port, 100 internotional Dights
stood cancelled by Sunday even-
ing. Bengaluru's Kerm
e
lations, with routes to Abu Dabi,
and Doha all affected. At Musmbai,
around 24 fights were cancelled
over the twodays.

Actoss Kerala's four interna-
tinnal airports — which operate
roughly 100 Gull Nights a day,
reflecting the shite’s vast expatii-
ate disspora in the GOC — doeens
more were cncelled for a second
consecutive day: Thirovanantha-
puram slone recorded 37 on Sat-

(g} Xochi-Abu Dhabl 3| s
(5] Iﬂmalﬁngapue gt

L]

urday and 26 on Sunday.

Every major Indian carrier has
pow grounded its Gulf services.
Air Indis suspended all fights
the UAE Saudi Arabia. sl and
Qatar until 1t 59pm on March 2.
IndiGo, India's largest airline,
halted all Middle East operations
until 115%pm on March 2. Air
Indin Express suspended all wist-
boumd interrational fights till the
same. Akasa Air grounded servi-
ces to Abu Dhabi, Doha, Jeddah,
Kowiit and Rivadh vntl March 2
Spicelet suspendiod UAE services.

The disruption has stranded
Indlizns abroad, snd those from
abroad in India. Amoog the hun-
dreds canght at the Gulfl end is PV
Sindhu, the shuttler, at Dubai
Internationsl when the airport

e under sitack. Writing on X
on Sunday, she described an
the terminal. “My coach had to
quickly run ot of the area as he
was closest to the smoke and
debris. It was an extremely tense
and scary moment for all of us”
she said. noting that the Indian
High Commission in Dubei had
been assisting those sheltering at
theairport.

Aroumd 150 students from Kar-
nataks's Chikkaballapur district
were stranded in Dubai.

“Dubai Airports confirmes that
all Right operations st Dubai Inter-
national (DXB) and Duba World
Central = Al Maktoum Interna-
tingal {BWC) are suspended unti
further notice,” Dubai Airports
=aid on Saturday. “The Embassy
and Consulate are in touch with
the UAE authorities and aidines
fior taking care of the Indian pas-
sergzers stranded at the airports in
UAE due to temporary and pre-
cautionary airspace dosure,” the
Inctian Embassy in the UAE said.

The human texture of those
waiting al Indian airports cuts

from Jalandhar to Dethi to boarda
Spicedet flight to Duba, wherea
new job awaited him The airdine,
‘e said, had simply lnld brirm toy 2o
hoanie. “Not omly is may job uncer-
tain, I:H.llh'ﬂh‘i‘lﬂpl‘nh]hh’hﬂ'-t
to traved hack home again, which
is a big expense for my family”
The stranded are not all Indian.
Saupke Nijhuis, 53, had come from
Amsterdam to Jaipur with two
friends for a vamtion, but needed
urgently to return — one of her
companions had lost her mothier
and needed o perform the last
rites. Nijhasis said she had received
word that her Monday Air India
Rlight homme wis cancelled, though
the airtine's grousd staff were tell-
ing her otherwise. “We are forced
to wait here as there is confusion
on whether we will be able to
retiirn bormorrow ar ot she said.
The timedine for restoration
rernains opagie. lsrael's airspace
is formally closed until March 6. A
no-fly zone over Oman's Muscat
region runs until March B “The
sealeof these hubs today is just so
erormots,” said Johin Strickdand &
UK-based sviation analy=t “You
will have hundreds of thousands
af people being stuck in wrong
parts of the world withous any cer-
ity as to when they can move.”

The dISI‘I.IptIOII wsallsed

-iu"b-'
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B Day1of conflict

24 It flew its normal path west
¥71 Hours after US and Israeli strikes on Iran — it was forced
onto a wide southern arc, adding 50 minwtes to its journey

Meha LM Tripathi

Ietbersi hmdustantimes com

MEW DELHI: More tha a third of
India’s international air traffic
ground toa halt on Sunday as -
nian missile and drone strikes
foreed the closure of the Gulf's
three great aviation hnibs, severing
the corridor through which the
varst rajority of India's westbowind
flights — to the Middle East,
Europe and North America’s East
Coast — ame routed.

The ministry of civil aviation
said a total of 350 Nights operated
by Indian carriers had been can-
cedled on Sunday and the govern-
ment“is in dose conrdination with
airlines, airport operators and
ather stakeholders to prosctively
necessary passerger support’”,

A S 2005 report by the Inter-
natioml Air Transport Associa-
tion found that the Middle East
accounts for 39.2% of all India's
international et traffic —
K9 million 1:rim:||.'|:1:s in 2024,
more thim any other region. That
corriclor runs through a handful of
Flight Information Begions that,

by late Saturday, had been shut
simultsneously and indefinitely.

By the time the last NOTAMs
— the formal aviation instru-
ments declaring ai = ¢hosed
— wiere Esued, they eovered &
sweep of sky commaonly used by
westhound traffic. Tehran has
been shut since Saturday noon,
with the warning extending the
conflict risk over internuitional
waters in the Persian Gull and
Oman Sea. Baghdad followed
within hours. “The shutdown of
Baghdad Flight Information
Region at 13:10 IST on February
28 is particulardy significant for
Indian carriers, as it directly
bicks the northern corridor typ-
ically used for lndia-Europe
overflights” an official said.
Kuwait, Bahrain, Doha, Jeddah
and Damascus closed in quick
SUCCESSion.

These closures choked an
already constrained air corridor
for Indian aifines: the Pakistani
airspace has been closed 1o
Indian carriers for eleven
months, eliminating one pri-
mary route west, The Gulf cormi-
dor — through the UAE, Qatar,

AI RPORT AND AIRSPACE CLOSURES

Dubal {DX8) Wardd's busiest international hub. 1000+

dalky filght<. Physically strisck averndght. (losed

Abu Dhabl (ALH) Hit by tranlan drone strike. Al
departures sispended

Doha [DOH) Qatar's sole majar hub. Alrspare dosed

~ since Fab 28 18:30 IST

Kuweait (KW} Alrpart targeted by drone. Alrspace
closed since Feb 28. Opsare rens to March 2
Baghdad |ORBE) Alrspace closwd since Feb 18, B0
IST. Blocks primary nartherm india-Europe overflight

corridor directly

Tehran |

Continuously dosed since Feb 18, 1200

IST. Conflict caution mne extends over Perslan Gulf

and Oman Sea waters

Bahrain (OBEE) Alrspace dosed. US Mavy Sth Fleet
MO struck by iranian missile

leddah (QE10) Alrspace doted birt mandatory

waypaints further south defined
approved tracks only

traffic.on

Israed [LLLL) Alrspace closed until March &

Mutca

OMS) No-fly zone (18 NM radius). New
temparary ATS route established for UAE-origin
traffic to southern Dman anly

Sharjah / Bas Al Khaimah No ATC servica/dosad

until March 2, 85:29 IST

Artery to westbound flights choked

Bahrain and anward — was the
principal alternative.

With both now unavailable.
airlines have been forced onto a
longer southern arc

Flights now track southwest
over the Arabian Sea, enter
through southern Oman. thread
through the mandatory way-
paints of Jeddah's sirspace —
itsell operating under restric-
tions, with transiting aircraft
confined to defined waypoints —
and ctit west over the Red Sea
and Egypt before reaching the
Mediterranean.

This has addid 1o flying time
and airtines are exploring what
officials described as “southem
deviations or technical halts” as
the only viable options remain-
ing. The diversion adds between
one and two hours to journey

times.

Air India's Delhi-London ser-
vice on February 28 flew this
southern are, arriving 50 min-
tites later than the provious day's
Pight oo the: same route, The air-
line, the only Indian carrier
operating transatlantic services,
said that its flights to New York's

JF¥ and Newnrk ane now operat-
ing with a technical stop at
Rome's Fiumicino —a
mefuelling halt made necessary
by the additional range the
southern diversion demands,

IndiGGo cancelled around 360
flights through March 3.

Select Europe services have
been cancelled entirely: the
Amritsar-Birmingham, Delhi-
Furich and Delhi-Copenhagen
routes and thiir return legs were
grounded on March 2 “All other
flights to North America and
Europe will operate per schedule
using allernative routings over
available airspaces in the Middle
Enst which is expected to add o
the ying times,” the airline said.

Experts said the financial tll
is being tallied. “The weekly
impact to Indian and interna-
tivnal airlines fying to and from
India stands at an extremely
comservative estimate of 2875
crore,” said Mark D Martin, chief
execdtive of aviation consult-
ancy Martin  Consulting.
= . Chances of improvement in
the airspace closures for at least
one week are less "
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West Asian airspace closed;

Indian airlines cancel flights

DGCA issues advisory to avoid 11 countries until March 2; airports across India put on operational

alert to manage potential flight diversions, unscheduled landings and passenger facilitation

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

ith tensions es-
calating across
West Asia on

Saturday, large swathes of
the airspace in the region
became a no-go zone, forc-
ing global and Indian air-
lines to cancel flights to the
region and reroute several
others to avoid the affected
corridors on Saturday.

India’s aviation safety
regulator, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), issued an urgent
safety advisory valid until
March 2 for all airlines to
avoid 11 countries in the re-
gion — Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Bah-
rain, Qatar and Oman.

The U.S. and Israel
launched a major attack on
Iran on Saturday, while it
retaliated by firing missiles
and drones toward Israel
and U.S. military bases in
the region.

The Air India Group,
which also includes its low-
cost subsidiary Air India
Express, as well as IndiGo
announced they were can-
celling all their flights to
West Asia until midnight
on March 1.

Iran and Israel closed
their airspace at the start of
the day, with other coun-

Go and tuuch* An Abu Dhab| I:rnun::l Air Arahia ft:ght that took ﬂff on 53turday afternnﬂn Iandecl bar:k at
the Thiruvananthapuram airport a while later. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tries in the region, includ-
ing Bahrain, Qatar, the
UAE, Iraq, Oman and Sy-
ria, quickly following suit.
A time-lapse from FlightRa-
dar24 initially showed an
empty corridor of airspace
between Iran and Israel,
which gradually expanded
as more countries across
the region imposed
restrictions.

Passengers stranded
Major international hub
airports in the region, in-
cluding Dubai and Doha,
were also shut, leaving
thousands of passengers
stranded as flights turned
back mid-air or were can-
celled.

The Air India Group sus-
pended flights to Dam-
mam, Sharjah, Riyadh, Do-

ha, Dubai, Jeddah, Muscat,
Riyadh, Tel Aviv, Sharjah,
Bahrain, and Kuwait City.
Akasa Air said it was sus-
pending all its flights to

Abu Dhabi, Doha and
Jeddah.
Air India’s Delhi-Tel Aviv

flight was forced to turn
back early, while its Chica-
go-Delhi service took a lon-
ger routing to steer even
farther clear of Iranian air-
space, which it had already
been avoiding.

Air India Express, which
operates a large number of
Gulf-bound services, can-
celled around 110 flights to
the region. Five of its air-
craft remain stranded
there, including one de-
ployed on the Sharjah-In-
dore route.

Civil Aviation Minister K.

Rammohan Naidu and Ci-
vil Aviation Secretary S.K.
Sinha held a review meet-
ing to assess the impact on
flight operations and pas-
senger security.

“Airports across the
country, particularly major
international  gateways,
have been placed on oper-
ational alert to manage po-
tential flight diversions, un-
scheduled landings and
passenger facilitation re-
quirements. The Airports
Authority of India and priv-
ate airport operators have
been advised to maintain
enhanced coordination
with airlines for ground
handling, parking bays,
passenger amenities, crew
logistics and immigration
support, as necessary, a
statement said.
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Airlines cancel 350 Indian airlines suspend

flights; all services to
11 nations suspended

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Indian airlines cancelled
nearly 350 flights on Sun-
day, with Air India sus-
pending 20 additional
long-haul services to Euro-
pean destinations, includ-
ing London, Zurich, Milan,

Frankfurt and
Copenhagen.
The cancellations add to

the complete suspension
of flights by all Indian car-
riers to 11 countries in West
Asia, following air strikes
in the region in the wake of
the war between Israel-
U.S. and Iran and an urgent
advisory issued by the Di-
rectorate-General of Civil
Aviation valid until March
2. Air India on Sunday an-
nounced 20 additional
flight cancellations across
Europe, taking the total
number of its long-haul
and ultra-long-haul servic-
es, over and above the Gulf
flights, scrapped for the
day to 48, This includes 28

Indians among

those injured In
Iranian strikes

NEW DELHI

Several Indians were among
those who have been injured in
the missile and drone attacks
by Iran in West Asia, authorities
in the UAE and Oman said.
Indian missions heightened
activities to address concerns
of citizens scattered across
West Asia. » PAGE 11

earlier cancellations affect-
ing routes to the U.S., Ca-
nada and Europe.

The UAE’s aviation regu-
lator announced that the
state would cover all ac-
commodation and suste-
nance costs for the strand-
ed passengers, ensuring
continued provision of es-
sential services, according
to Khaleej Times.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

services to all 11 nations

Authorities in Dubai and Abu Dhabi have instruct-
ed hotels to accommodate guests unable to depart
due to the disruption.

In Dubai, the Dubai Department of Economy
and Tourism issued a formal directive to hotel
managers, asking them to allow affected guests to
extend their stay on the same terms as in their ori-
ginal bookings.

In Abu Dhabi, authorities issued a parallel or-
der that goes a step further, confirming that the
government would bear the accommodation
costs for stranded guests, according to local me-
dia reports.

The Embassy of India in Muscat, Oman issued a
public notice informing that Indian citizens in
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE), who
hold valid resident cards, were eligible for a visa
on arrival, enabling them to enter Oman and seek
temporary shelter.

The advisory added that Indian passport hol-
ders with a valid visa or residence permit from the
U.S., the U.K., Canada, Japan and Schengen coun-
tries are also eligible for a visa on arrival, allowing
entry into Oman for up to 10 days without a pre-
arranged visa.

Other travellers may apply for an e-visa
through an authorised travel agency.
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1900 crore hit: US-Iran crisis

grounds India’s airline profits
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Indian airlines cancel 350 flights  Indian airlines

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI:
Indian airlines cancelled 350
international flights on Sun-
day as operational disruptions
continued for the second day
due o the escalating Middle
East conlict.

With airspace closures in
the Middle East and secu-
rity concerns, Air India and
IndiGo have also cancelled
their flights thal use these
airspaces. With the rise in
regional military actions due
to the US and Israeli strikes
on Iran, the number of can-
celled flights has increased as

the airspace remains shut in
the reghon.

Since the start of the con-
flict, over 3,000 flights have
been cancelled due to the clo-
sure of airspace. On Saturday,
over 1,800 Hights to and from
the reghon were cancelled due
to the ongoing situstion in the
region.

“In view ofatrspace restric-
tions arising from geopolitacal
developments in the Middle
East, a total of 350 flights aper-
ated by Indian domestic car-
riers have been cancelled on
March 1.7 the Civil Aviation
ministry saied in a post on X
on Sunday.  Centinued on P4

On February 28, the ministry
said 410 flights of domestic carriers
were canc

Arr India and Spicefet shared
details about the number of flights
cancelled through X posts. Air
India said Sunday morning it had
canicelled a lotal of 22 international
[ights, besides 28 it had announced
on February 28 due to the Middle
East crisis. According to Spicefet,
13 flights to and from the UAE have
been cancelled.

Air India Express extended the
stspension of lights o and fram
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Erirates until 2359 howrs IST on
March 2.

IndiGo said the tlemporary
suspension of select international
lights that use Middle East ajr-
gpace, has been extended untel 2359

howrs IST on March 2. All airlines
provided the updates through posts
on X while Adr India Express issued
i Slalement.

Meanwhile, the ministry also
sabid it was closely coordinating with
airlines, airport operators and other
stakeholders to proactively monttor
the situation arNTFaciLl[at: necessary
passenger support.

Adrlines are also offering waivers
for rescheduling and cancellation
charges. Atr India and Adr India
Express said that for bookings made
on or before February 28 with travel
origimally planned up to March 5,
passengers can reschedule hghts
at no additional charge or reguest a
full refund. This i for traved to and
from the Middle Fast, which has
been impacted due to the ongoing
sikuation.

Not only domestic and inter-
national ights to and from the
region, bust the ongning situation
has also led to the cancellation of
long-haul lights from the region 1o
other parts of the world. Adr India
has cancelled lights from India to
Europe and from India fo the US
due to the closure of airspace in
the region. Currently, eight coun-
tries have closed their airspace due
to the ongoing military actions in
the reglon. These countries include
Iran, Israel, Irag, Quatar, the UAE,
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Jordan. These
countries have dosed thelr airspace
due o the ongoing military actions
and sirikes in the reglon. Dubai
International Ai which is con-
sidered 1o be the busiest airport in
the warld in lerms of international
passengers, is currently leeling the
heat due o the dosure of the air-
space in the reglon.
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Airlines cancel all flights to West Asia,
traffic to Europe, US hit for 2nd day

S LALITHA & Mew Dethi

THE aviation chaos due to the
escalating tensions in the Mid-
dle East continued for the sec-
ond consecutive day on Sunday
with airlines from India cancel-
ling all flights to the region and
to some cities in the West,
which are accessed via the
closed airspace.

As per the Civil Aviation
Ministry, a total of 350 flights
were cancelled on Sunday. In
line with an earlier directive
issued by the aviation watch-
dog, the DGCA, to all aifines,
they extended the cancellation
of their flights up to 11.59 pm
on Monday,

“In view of alrspace restric-
tions arising from geopolitical
developments in the Middle
East, a total of 350 flights oper-
ated by Indian domestic carri-
ers have been cancelled on
March 1,” the ministry said.

o A total of 350 flights were
cancelled on Sunday, as per
the Civil Aviation Ministry

B 104 flights, 62 departures
and 42 arrivals cancelled at
Delhi airpor on Sunday

On Saturday, 410 flights were
cancelled. Airlines have an-
nounced a full refund or re-
scheduling of all tickets booked
until March 5 or 7 for book ings
made before February 28.

IndiGo cancelled 166 flights
to the region and to London on
Sunday. It announced 162 can-
cellations on Monday and 42 for
Tuesday too. A spokesperson
for Air India Express said, "Air
India Express has extended the
suspension of flights to and
from Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
@atar, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE until 23:59 pm India Time
(1829 hrs UTC) of 2nd March.”

Alr India had already sus-
pended all its flights to and
from UAE, Qatar, Israel and
Saudi Arabia. It also cancelled
its flight= to London, Birming-
ham, Amsterdam, Zurich, Mi-
lan, Vienna, Copenhapen, and
Frankfurt from Delhi, Mum-
bai, and Bengaluru on Sunday
On Monday, it will cancel flights
to the Middle East and Bir-
mingham, Copenhagen, and
Zurich. Spicedet flights to the
Middle East were cancelled on
Sunday and Monday
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Severalflights cancelled at Amritsar
Airportamid Israel-Iranconflict

AGENCIES
Amiritsar, IMarch

Several flight operations have
beendisrupted at the Ammitsar
airport following escalating
tensions and reported conflict
in parts of the Gulf region,
officials said on Sunday.

Amritsar Airport Director
Bhupinder Singh added that
five flights were affected,
inchuding a SpiceJet Right to
Dubai thatwas recalled midair
afterrefuelling, and an IndiGo
flight from Amritsar, which
was diverted to Surat.

Speaking to ANL Bhupinder
Singh said, "Yesterday, five
flights were cancelled. 2 flight s
werecancelled on the ground.
2 other flights had taken off;
one was SpiceJet for Dubai,
which was in midair and was
called backto Amritsar arund
7 PM afterrefuelling,

The otherflight was IndiGo
6E 147 from Amritsar, which
was diverted to Surat Airport.
Another flight, Air Express,
whichwason theground, and
passengers de-boanded Another
Indigo flight coming from
Sharjah to Amritsar was
cancelled. Another Air India
flight to Birmingham got
cancelled."

The cancellations come
amid heightened hostilities
in the Middle East after
coondinated military strikes
imvolving lsrael and the United
States targeted Iranian sites,

Dhe St

Mon,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79277442

Lrigpering retaliatory threats
and airspace shutdowns in
Iran, Ismel and Trag.

Theconflict has led to major
disruptionsinglobal aviation,
with airdines suspending services
to Gulf destinations as a
precautionary measure,

On Saturday, in Bengaluru,
several passengers were left
stranded at Kempegowda
International Airport after
multiple flights to Middle
Eastern destinations were
cancelled amid escalating
tensions between Iran and
Israel.

The disruptions follow
widespread airspace closures
across parts of West Asia,
affecting international travel
routes.

Rashid Khan, one of the
stranded passengers, told ANI
that the airport authorities
cited the ongoing conflict as
the reason behind the
cancellation. "The reason the
airport authority gave me was
the Iran-Israel war. My flight
is cancelled,” he said. Khan
was scheduled to travel from

02 March 2026

Delhito Bengahunuand omaard
to Abu Dhabi.

"They gave me the option
of another city. 1 chose my
city. My route was Delhi to
Bangalore and Bangalore to
Abu Dhabi. Nowitis cancelled,'
he added, expressing frustration
over the sudden change in
plans. Another passenger at
the airport said uncertainty
continues over when operations
will resume. "Authorities are
sayingthat the flights will not
beresumeduntilthe ceasefire
is in place there. We have to
enthere Ouroffice andeverything
arethere. We are goingtoltaly
directly from Bahrain, Now,
there is no flight for Bahrain,”
the passenger said.

Earlier, the Minist ryof Civil
Aviation announced that 444
flights are expected to be
cancelled. In a post on X, the
MoCAstatedthat the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is in complete
coordination with all the
concerned airlines to ensure
passenger safety andoperational

regulations.
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Flights feel
the brunt

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Fliights connecting
Caleutta with West Asla were
cancelled between Saturday
evening and Sunday morning
after at least elght couniries in
theregion closed thelr alrspaces.

Incoming flights from
these destinations were also
cancelled. Flights to the US
and Europe wore diverted bo-
cause transit hubs Dubal and
Doha were outof bounds.

Late on Saturday, Alr India
announced the cancellation of
several fllghts to Europe and
the US. Flights Unking London,
New York, Chicago, Frankfurt
and Paris with Delhi, Mumbal
and other Indian alrporis were
among those cancelled

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation listed the
alrspaces of Iran, Iraq, [s-
rael, Jordan, Lebanon, Ku-
walt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Bahrain, Qatar and Oman as
“high-risk zone”, (See Metro)
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Ajit jet crash report
spots airfield lapses

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The Atrcraft Ac-
cldent Investigation Bureau
{AAIB), in its preliminary re-
port on the January 28 crash
that Kllled Maharashtra dep-
uty chief minister Ajlt Pawar
and four others, satd the Lear-
jot was attempting to land in
low visibility when it hit trees
before crashing.

In the report released
on Saturday, the AAIB also
flagged several safoty lapses
at the unconuolled Baramatl
alrfield, including faded run-
way markings.

Based on findings so far
Indicating systemic gaps at un-
controlled alrfields, the AAIB
has issued safety recommen-
dations to enable prompt pre-
ventive action,

Uncontrolled alrfields lack
permanent air traffic control,
and traffic information is pro-
vided by Instructors and stu-
dents of flying training organ-
1sations.

In 1ts 22-page report, the
AAIE detalled how VSR Ven-
ture's Learjet crashed on Jan-
nary 28 during touchdown,
citing CCTV footage from a

nearby village,

“The aircraft first impact-
ed trees before hitting the
ground, which 15 at a lower
elevation than the runway
surface. The ground Impact
was about 50 metres to the left
of the edge of Runway 11" the
report sald. The alrcraft then
caught fire.

The report flagged that
the visibility was 3,000 me-
tres — balow the 5,000-metra
minimum required under
visual flight rules (VFR) for
uncontrolled airfields. Winds
ware calm while the Baramatl
tower gave landing clearance.

On the first approach, the
crew executed a go-around
after fatling to sight the run-
way, During the second ap-
proach, the pilot reported the
field in sight, following which
landing clearance was grant-
ed.

The accident occurred dur-
ing touchdown. The aircraft
was heard transmitting words
“0h Sh**t... Oh Sh**t" before it
crash-landed on the left side of
the runway threshold.

The AAIB sald 1t1s examin-
Ing all aspects to establish the
facts, root cause and contribu-
tory factors.

Preliminary findings
pointed to multiple deficien-
cies at the Baramat! airfield.
One end of the rmnway 1s ta-
ble-top, and air traffic control
is handled by students and
Instructors of flight training
organisations.

The alrfleld also lacks
weather reporting facilities,
navigational aids beyond
windsocks, and in-house air-
craft rescue and firefighting
units.

The runway was last
re-carpeted in March 2016,
and since then, markings
have faded and loose gravel is
present on the surface. “There
is no boundary wall around
the aerodrome. The avallable
fenclng is inadequate and does
not cover the entire area,” the
AAITB noted.

The bureau has recom-
mended that the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) issue directions to
operators flving VPR into un-
controlled airfields to strictly
follow standard operating
procedures. It also urged that
non-scheduled, privata and
charter operations be permit-
ted only when weather condi-
tions meet DGCA norms.
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Airspace shut, flights grounded, many stuck

Itinerary off
gear, stranded
in London

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: Five filghts con-
necting Calcutta with West
Asla were cancelled between
Sarurday evening and Sunday
morning after at least elght
countries in the region closed
thelr atrspace following joint
US and Israol] strikes on Iran
and retallation by Tehran

Incoming flights from
these destinations were also
cancellad, causing widespread
disruption. Cancellations
were reported from major In-
dian cities, leaving thousands
stranded. Fliights to the US and
Europe were diverted as Dubal
and Doha — two key tansit
hubs — were off-Hmits.

Late on Saturday, Afr India
announced the cancellation
of several flights to Europe
and the US. Flights connect-
ing London, New York, Chica-
go, Frankfurt and Paris with
Delhl, Mumbal and other Indl-
analrports were among those
cancellad

Alrline representatives
said there would be more can-
cellatlons and delays, as car-
riers were lkely to avoid the
affectoed airspaces.

In Calcutta, an Emirates
flight to Dubal, a Qatar Alr-
ways flight to Doha, and Alr
Arabia and Etthad flights to
Abu Dhabl were cancellad, an
alrport officlal satld. An Emilr-
ates Meght scheduled to depart
Calcutta on Sunday morning
was also cancelled.

A Qatar Alrways cargo
flight from Hong Kong to Doha
was diverted to Calcutta at
6pm on Saturday. “All flight
cancellatlons were due to the
closure of large parts of West
Asian afrspace. We are awalt-
ing further announcements
on reopening of the alrspace,”
sald the official.

Emiratas announced a sus-
pension of all flights to and
from Dubai until early Sunday
morning. Indian carriers, In-
cluding Alr India, IndiGo and
Akasa Alr, suspended Mights
to all destinations in the re-
glon. Akasa Alr halted ser-
vices to and from Abu Dhabl,
Doha, Jeddah, Euwatt and
Rivadh until March 2. Spice-
Jet sald that some flights may
be affected due to alrspace re-
strictions

Alr India said it had can-
cellad all reglonal fllghts until
11.59pm on March 1. An Alr
India flight from Delhi to Tel
Aviv on Saturday returnod
mid-route due to Israell air-
space closure. On Saturday
afternoon, IndiGo posted on
X that “all filghts to and from
Middle East are cancellad 1111
0000hrs™

Passenger plight
Many travellers were loft In
Hmbo,

A woman 1n her 50s, visit-

ing her ailing brother in Cal-
cutta, was schaduled to return
o Kuwalt, where she has ved
for nearly two decades, via a
commecting flight from Dubal.
She was supposed to be on
a Calcuita-Dubal Emirates
flight around 8.30pm on Sat-
urday.
“Many Indians living in
Kuwait had flown out for the
long weekend. Wednesday and
Thursday were public holl-
days on account of National
Day and Liberation Day. Now,
they are stranded In different
parts of India and abroad,”
she zaid from Tollvgunge.

Her friend, flying from
Delhl to Muscat en route
to Kuwalt, was rerouted to
EKochi. Emirates flights ar-
riving In Calcutta around
7.40am on Sunday and depart-
Ing for Dubal at 9.16am were

Smoke rises over Tehran's skyline after an explogion on Satmeday. (AP/PTI)

also cancelled.

Iran, Israel, Irag, Jordan,
Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and
the UAE shut thelr alrspaces,
Syria closed part of its south-
ern airspace near [srael for 12
hours. Flights to Saudl Arabia
and Oman were also disrupt-
ed

Travel agents received
nonstop phone calls. “Several
passengors whoare stuck have
been calling us. We were busy
il late in the evening trying
to reschedule tickets,” said
Anil Punjabl, chalrman of the
Travel Agents Federatlon of
India (TAFT), eastern reglon.

Anjani Dhanuka, chair-
man of the Travel Agents As-
soclatton of Indla {eastern re-
glon), sald: “Many passengers
are stranded and confused.
But we arounable to reach the
affected alrlines; calls to thelr
call centres are golng unan-

swered. This has added to the
plight of passengers.”
Ministry advisory

On Saturday evening, the di-
rectorate-general of civil avi-
ation (DGCA) issued a safoty
advisory llsting the alrspaces
of Iran, Iraq. Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Kuawalt, Saudl Ara-
bia, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar and
Oman as “high-risk zones”,
asking carriers to avold oper-
atlons. The advisory 1s valid
until March 1.

The Unilon ministry of civil
aviation held a virtual meet-
ing with senior officials, the
alrports anthority of India
(AAl), the DGCA, airlines
and major alrports. “The
review focused on ensuring
passenger safety, operational
continuity and real-time co-
ordination In light of multl-
ple airspace restrictions....” a

press statement sald.

The ministry advised air-
lines to continuously moni-
tor advisories, NOTAMS and
route restrictions.

Kerala impact
Kerala was particularly af-
fected, prompting the state
government to set up an emer-
gency help desk for Malayalis
stranded in the Gulf. Flights
from all four Kerala alrports
were cancelled, and a Kochi-
Oman flight was called back.
Chief minister Pinarayi
WVijayan urged Non-Resldent
Keralltes® Affairs (NORKA)
to activate an emergency
helpdesk, and airports issuad
advisories asking passengers
to check thelr flight status to
avold chaos at the airports.
Additional reporting by
Cynthia Chandran and
Amiyva Kumar Kushwaha

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta; Many Calcuttans
scheduled to fly home on Sat-
urday night or Sunday morn-
ing faced uncertainty after
largo parts of West Asian air-
space were closed following
US and Israell strikes on Iran
and Tehran's retaliation.

Abesh Chandra Sinha
Choudhury was one such trav-
eller, stranded in London after
his flight from Heathrow to
Dubai on Saturday night was
cancelled

Sinha Choudhury, a law-
ver, had arrived in London on
February 27 and was initially
scheduled to return on March
5. He brought forward his re-
turn, booking an Emirates
flight in business class for an
additional 70,000, according
10 his travel agent.

He was due to take a con-
necting Might from Dubal to
Caleutta on Sunday evening.

“Now I am hearing that the
flight (Heathrow-Dubal) has
been cancelled. T have checked
out of my hotel too,” Sinha
Choudhury told Metro from
London on Saturday evening,
Calcutta time. “T have no idea
what [ am going todo.™

Emirates announced a
temporary suspenslon of all
Its flights until 11pm GMT
(4.30am IST), citing multiple
regional alrspace closures.

“Due to multiple reglonal
alrspace closures, Emirates

has temporarlly suspended
all operations to and from
Dubat,” the airiine said.

In a customer advisory,
Emirates urged travellers to
check their flight status before
heading to the afrport.

Remains of a car after a
strike in Tehvan, (Reuters)

“Customers lmpacted by
flight cancellations mmust con-
tact their travel agency for
rebooking. If bookad directly
with Emirates, please contact
na.. Ensure contact details are
correct by visiting ‘Manage
Your Booking' to recelve up-
dates. We are actively monitor-
Ing the situation and engaging
with relevant authorities. Wa
apologlsa... for any Inconven-
lence... The safety and sacurity
of our passengers and crew re-
main our highest priority,” the
airiine said

Sinha Choudhury's travel
agent sald efforts were under-
way to rebook him on the next
avallable flight. “If the Mid-
dle East (West Asla) alrspace
doesn't open by Saturday, we'll
trv to book a flight through
other airlines and bring him
back via Delhl or Mumbal,”
the agent sald,
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19 flights cance

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Flight opera-
tions at Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) wit-
nessed significant disruption
over the weekend, with 19 in-
ternational services cancel-
led between Saturday and
Sunday. According to sources
at the airport, the cancella-
tions largely affected routes
connecting Bengaluru with
key West Asia destinations,
particularly Dubai and Abu
Dhabi, impacting hundreds
of passengers travelling to
and from the Gulf,

According to an internal
status sheet reviewed by TOI,
10 outbound flights from
Bengaluru were cancelled,
along with nine inbound

ones. The affected sectors in-
cluded Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Do-
ha, Jeddah, Riyadh and Dam-
mam. A majority of the can-
celled services were operated
by IndiGo, followed by Air In-
dia Express and Emirates,
while one Etihad departure
wasalso impacted.

Airport officials indica-
ted that UAE routes bore the
brunt of the disruption, acco-
unting for more than half of
the total cancellations hecau-
se of airspace restrictions
across the region. “This level
of cancellation concentrated

on Gulf sectors isnot routine.
It appears to be linked to air-
space restrictions and opera-
tional adjustments rather
than any weather-related
events,” an airport opera-
tions source said on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

The disruption spanned
late-evening departures Sa-
turday and early-morning ar-
rivals and departures Sun-
day, suggesting a cascading
impact on aireraft rotations.

A ground-handling execu-
tive at the airport explained
that international operations
are tightly sequenced. “When
an incoming aircraft is delay-
ed or cancelled at origin, the
outbound leg from Bengalu-
ru is immediately affected.
That ripple effect can conti-
nue into the next operational

lled, Gulf passengers hit

cvele,” the source said.

Passengers at the airport
reported confusion and last-
minute schedule changes,
with some learning of can-
cellations after arriving at
the terminal. Airline offici-
als confirmed rebooking ar-
rangements and alternative
options were provided. “Pas-
sengers are being accommo-
dated on the next available
services or offered refunds
as per policy,” an airline re-
presentative said.

Officials maintained that
overall airport operations re-
mained normal and that the
disruption was confined to
specific international sec-
tors. A dedicated passenger
help desk has been set up at
the kerbside (Level 3) of T2 to
assist travellers.



JAHQFHJPEFSJ&LFIH(DP!TY(JFIhﬂjhl

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

CHENINA L

1 MARCH 2026

14 flights to West Asia cancelled

Muscat Not
Letting Flights
Into Its Region

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Flight operations
to and from West Asia desti-
nations were disrupted on Sa-
turday after a sudden escala-
tion in tensions between Isra-
el and Iran, with several
flights from Chennai to Du-
bai, Abu Dhabi, and Doha
cancelled through Sunday

At least 14 flights, five on
Saturday and nine until 8am
on Sunday, operated by diffe-
rent airlines, were cancelled,
while uncertainty gripped
those who booked flights for
the later hours on Sunday

File pleture

e

==
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ISRAEL-IRAN WAR: Fliers advised to stay up to date with alerts

Threeflightsthat weretoarri-
ve [rom Bahrain, Dubai, and
Abu Dhabi between 8pm and
8.40pm were also cancelled.
Oman Air flight to Mu-
scat, which departed from
Chennai airport at 2.20pm on
Saturday, wasthefirst to be di-
verted back due to airspace
restrictions in West Asia. The

flight was later cancelled. So-
on, Qatar Airways’ Chennai-
Abu Dhabi flight, scheduled
for 4.10pm, was cancelled, fol-
lowed by Etihad Airways
flight to Abu Dhabi from
Chennai at 9.40pm. The Emi-
rates flight to Dubai, schedu-
led for 9.45pm, was postponed
and then cancelled.

Indian carriers Air India
and Indigo soon announced
the cancellation of flights to
West Asia destinations. Air
India‘'s flight to Dubai from
Chennati, scheduled at 5.45pm
on Saturday, was cancelled.

Air India instructed pas-
sengers to check its official
website for the latest updates
on flight operations. “In view
of the developing situation in
parts of the Middle East, all
AirIndia flights toall destina-
tions in the Middle East are
suspended,” it said.

Indigo said it cancelled all
its flights to West Asia and a
few other international rou-
tes until 6pm on Sunday, and
assured that updates would
be communicated promptly
viaregistered contact details.
Internationalairlinessuch as
Oman Air, Air Arabia, Emira-
tes, and Qatar Alrways advi-
sed passengers to stay up to

date with latestflight alerts.

Sources said Muscat did
not allow flights into its flight
information region (FIR) if
they were to exit into Emira-
tes FIR. “It accepted only tho-
seflights that will exit Muscat
into Jeddah, resulting in
congestion. Many flights that
departed from India were re-
turning from Muscat FIR,”
said sources.

The services cancelled at
Chennai airport on Sunday
included Indigo’s Doha flight
at 3.40am and Dubai flight at
6.20am, and Air Arabia's
Sharjah flight at 3.45am and
Abu Dhabi flight at 4.50am.
Etihads flight to Dubai at
3.55am, Emirates’s flight to
Dubai at 3.50am, Qatar Air-
ways's flight to Doha at
4.05am, Gulf Air's flight to
Bahrainat 5.35am, and Oman
Air's flight to Muscat at
7.20am were also cancelled.
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98 flights cancelled at Mumbai
airport amid Iran-Israel conflict

Times News NETwoRK

Mumbai: Ninety-eight fligh-
ts were cancelled, five diver-
ted at Mumbal airport as of
9:30pm on Saturday, amid esc-
alating tension in parts of the
Middle East and Gulf region.
Among them was IndiGo's
Mumbai-London flight 6E-1.
At 9pm, the Mumbai air-
port informed airlines and pi-
lots that parking space was
not available for diverted air-
craft and that no diversions
would be accepted until 8am
on Sunday Late in the eve-
ning, Air India cancelled se-
veral long-haul international
services scheduled for March
1, citing safety considera-
tions. The affected flights in-

clude services between Delhi,
Mumbai and Amritsar and
London {(Heathrow and Gat-
wick), New York (JFK), Ne-
wark, Chicago (via Vienna),
Toronto (via Vienna), Frank-
furt and Paris. The airline sa-
id it is notifving passengers
and offering alternative tra-
vel options.

Akasa Airsaidallitsflights
to and from Abu Dhabi, Doha,
Jeddah, Kuwait and Rivadh
have been suspended until
March 2, 2026. For bookings
made toor from these citiesun-
til March 7, passengers may
opt for a full refund or resche-
dule at no additional cost. Air
India Express extended the su-
spension of its westbound in-
ternational flights until 23:59

hrs on March 1. “Air India Ex-
press has extended the suspen-
sion of its westbound interna-
tional flights until 23:59 hours
on March 01, 2026, said a spo-
kesperson.

Airfaresfor Marchltravel
to London and several Middle
East destinations surged af-
ter the airspace closures,
with aone-way direct London
fare touching Rs 1.40 lakh on
Saturday afternoon. The Di-
rectorate General of Civil Av-
iation issued an urgent advi-
sory warning of “a signifi-
cant escalation in security
risks"” in the Middle East and
Persian Gulf airspace, advi-
sing Indian operatorstoavoid
the affected airspace at all
flight levels.
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Flight disruptions leave
Indians, foreigners stuck

cross west Asia, thousands

of Indians — tourists, ex-
patriates, families with child-
ren — were left stranded after
US-Israel strikes on Iran trig-
gered Iranian retaliation, for-
cing mass airspace closures
and shutting down Dubai, the
world’s busiest transit hub.

On Sunday, Indian carriers
cancelled about 350 flights
while west Asia-based airlines
scrubbed more than 1,600 ser-
vices across their networks.
Airports reported mass can-

cellations to Dubai, Abu Dha-

bi, Sharjah, Dohaand Jeddah.
Meanwhile, about 160 fore-

Exercise caution,

Indian nationals told

WM Modi took stock of the
situationata CCS meeting
late Sunday. With airspace
closed, govt advised Indian
nationals in Iran and other
places in the Gulf to exercise
utmost caution and follow lo-
cal security guidance. P7

igners are stuck at Indian air-
ports. Indian immigration has
been giving temporary per-
mits to some who want to exit,
said an official. P3,8
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Passengers Stranded As
Over 100 Flights Cancelled

West Asia Crisis Hits Ops Flyers Vent It Out On Social Med|a

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Airspace closures over
parts of West Asia continued to dis-
rupt flight operations, leading to the
cancellation of 104 flights to and
from Delhi on Sunday

Delhi airport wrote on X that
duetothe ongoing political develop-
ments in West Asia, west-bound in-
ternational flights may face delays
or scheduled adjustments. “Pas-
sengers are strongly encouraged to
contact their respective airlines for
the latest flight information before
heading totheairport,” itadded.

Many passengers took to social
media to sav that they were stran-
ded at Delhiairport.

Anairportofficial said: “Atleast
104 Mlights, including 62 departures
and42arrivals, were cancelled until
Sunday evening. Most of them were
cancelled on Saturday, and passeng-
erswere intimated in advance.”

As many airspaces remained
closed, several flights, including
domestic ones, were delaved. Ac-
cording to FlightRadar24, the live
flight tracking website, over 300
flights, including around 250 arri-
vals, weredelayed at Delhiairport.
The average delay time for arri-
vals was nearly 25 minutes. Apart
from West Asia, flights to and from
Delhi were impacted on other rou-
tes such as London, Birmingham,
Zurich, Amsterdam, Milan, Vien-
na, Frankfurt, Copenhagen, Chi-
cago, New York and Paris.

Harsh, a passenger whose Del-
hi-Toronte flight via Doha was
cancelled on Saturday, wrote on X,
“1 haven't received any reschedu-
led flight until now. Please resche-

Over 300 flights, including around 250 arrivals, were delayed at Delhi airport

dule my flight ASAP as I am stuck
here at the airport in Delhi.”

Gordon Dimmack, who was
travelling to England after arri-
ving from Phuket, was among the
passengers stranded in Delhi for
over 24 hours. In a series of posts
on X, Dimmack said the bombing
began shortly after they landed in
Delhi, following which passengers
were asked to get off the aircraft
after waiting for nearly three ho-
urs. He described the terminal as
"chaotic”. He and his wife eventu-
ally slept on bean bags that were
provided only after screaming at
airline staff, he said.

“After nearly 20 hours stuck
at this airport, all we had been gi-
ven to eat was one egg sandwich,
two tiny bottles of water, and a

bottle of foul-tasting juice,” he sa-
id, adding that another sandwich
was later provided.

In another update posted on Sun-
day evening, Dimmack said the situ-
ation was gradually improving, with
airline staff beginning to reroute
passengers on alternative flights,
and he was returning to Thailand.

Another X user, in a series of
posts, claimed that his daughter
and son-in-law were stuck at Delhi
airportaftertheirflightto Tel Aviv
was diverted to Delhi. “Their port
of origin is Jammu. They are get-
ting mixed responses from the
stafl for tickets to Jammu,” the
usersaid.

Many passengersalsoasked on
social media about the status of
their upcoming flights.
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Air travel crippled
as almost 2,000
flights cancelled

Tinees News Netwonk

New Delhi: Air trovel me
mained severely crippled in
West Asin — firom the UAE to
Iarael with sround 1600
{ligchts cancelled by the re
gion's airlines like Emirates,
Etihixd and Qi Adrways till
Sunday evening across all
global routes, Indlan carrbess
like InadiGo, Air India and
Akasa cancelled 350 flights
during the day acoording o
the aviation ministry

Most airlines hove al
resdy announced cance

oA

has extended suspension of
Mights to and from the LAE,
Saudi Arabin, Israsl and Ga-
tar il 1168 pm on March 2
"Additionally, select flights
to Furope scheduled on
Mwmrch 2 hove been cone
celled. along with the ached-
uled return legs of (hese
Mights{ ATIT: Amritsar- Bir-
mingham: AL ANG2: Del
T tovanad from Zurich: ATIS7/
Ansi: Delhi to and from Co-
penhagen dand Al Bir-
mingham-Delhi *

IndiGo nlso announoed
“suspension of select inter-
national Nights that
use West Asia nir-
apace until March 2,
2026, 1L 58pm IST™,

. For most airlines,

the Mrst priocity is o
eet aireraft and erew
sluck al forsign ale
ports back home. Air
India completed that
task for its wide-body
ajreraft on  Sunday

Indian carriers ke indiGa, Al India and anil is looking ot oper-

Akasa cancelled 350 fiights during the day  ating Europe, UK and

tions till Mondsy Resump-
tion  depends  on when
corriers deem flights to be
aafe in the war-zone,

Narth Americs and Exrope
will operate using nhternative
rotites over avallable alrspac
os in Wist Asia which s ex-
pected o add to the flying
times”, In o statement, it add
o, “Flights to New Yook
(JFK) and Newark (Liberty
Intermntional) will operate
with technical stops ot Rome
(Finmicino

With Palistan nirspace
closed for Indian carrhers,
they can't fly Pakistan-Af
ghanlstan-C18 o the wes
the route followed by Lufthan-
sa and other western alrlines

Air  India cancelled
arourd 125 international
Mghts to and from the Wes
on Suncay. The Tatns-owned
carrier made 1t claar that 1

North Ameriea (LS,
Canadawith fuelling stops in
Vienna or Romelthroogh the
orcanic route in Omon's
south, Saudi Arabia and
Egypt. Ditto on the way back,

Abu Dhabi has taken an
exceplional step by asking
its hotels to extend stays of
guests stuck due to Might
cancellations. “"The cost of
theextended stay will be cov.
ered by DOT" Its depart
of culture nnd tourism
b bnacircular

Some stranded Indians
are looking at driving from
the UAE to Muscat and then
fiying home from there
However, the Indian embas
sy in Muscat issued an sdvi-
sory on Sunday that “prior
visit/tourist visa (e-visa) is
required to enter Oman™

Invdiines holding valid visa
or reaidence permit from the
US, UK, Canada, Japan, or
Schengen countries can ap-
Iy foran-arcivl visa, sk,
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350 flights cancelled amid
airspace freeze across Gult

SHEKHAR SINGH
N EW D ELHI, MARCH 1
Intensifving conflict in the
Middle East has pushed Indian
aviation into turbulence, with
at least 350 flights cancelled on
Sunday as amrspace across 11
countries shut down following
military stokes imvolving Iran,
[srmel and the Tnited States,
The erisis has been build-
ing over the past 48 hours.
On February 28, 410 flights
operated by Indian carriers
were cancelled as airlines
scrambled to respond to sud-
den airspace dosures,

On Sunday, the impact was
visible acmoss key hubs as Del-
hi airport reconded cancellation
of at least 100 international
flights, while Mumbai airport
reported 125 dismpted air traf-
fic movements — 67 depar-
tures and 58 arrvals, Amritsar
international airport also saw
10 cancdlations linked directhy
to Middle East airspace clo-
sures, including multiple serv-
icesoperated by Qatar Airways,
AirIndia Express, SpiceJet and
IndiGoonthe Dubai, Dioha and
Shamuh routes,

Officials advised passengers
to check flight status before

heading o airports. An official
assured passenpers that the
Directorate General of Civil
Hyration and the Civil Aviation
Ministry were working closely
with the aidines,

Air India cancelled 22 addi-
tional intemational services an
Sunday, taking its total over-
seas cancellations to b, Spice-
Jet has cancelled 33 flights
scheduled for March 1 and 2,
while IndiGo has announced
over 4T0can cellaions between
March 1 and 4. Air India
Express has also suspended
flightsto the repion until 11:59
prr {IST) on March 2



	TOI-CH-1 MAR.JPG
	AA DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	AT-GUA-1 MAR.JPG
	AU DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	AU DL 02MAR2026A.JPG
	BM- BAN-1 MAR.JPG
	DH-BNA-1 MAR.JPG
	DJ-KAN-1 MAR.JPG
	HH DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	HT-ND-2 MAR.jpg
	IE-ND-2 MAR.JPG
	IE-ND-2 MAR-A.JPG
	JS DL 02MAR2026.jpg
	NBT DL 02MAR2026.jpg
	PIO-ND-2 MAR.JPG
	PIO-ND-2 MAR-A.JPG
	PIO-ND-2 MAR-B.JPG
	TOI-HYD-1 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-2 MAR.JPG
	TRI DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	AU DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	AU DL 02MAR2026A.JPG
	BL DL 2MAR2026.JPG
	BL DL 2MAR2026A.JPG
	BS DL 2MAR2026.jpg
	BS DL 2MAR2026A.JPG
	DB-JAI-1 MAR.JPG
	DBU DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-1 MAR.JPG
	DH-BAN-1 MAR-A.JPG
	DH-BAN-1 MAR-B.JPG
	DJ DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	DJ RS 02MAR2026.JPG
	ET DL 2MAR2026.JPG
	ET DL 2MAR2026A.JPG
	FE DL 2MAR2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAR.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAR-A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-1 MAR-B.JPG
	HB DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	HH DL 02MAR2026.jpg
	HT-ND-2 MAR.JPG
	HU-CH-1 MAR.jpg
	HU-ND-2 MAR.jpg
	LS DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	MINT DL 2MAR2026.JPG
	MP DL 02MAR2026.jpg
	MS DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	NBT DL 02MAR2026.JPG
	SB-LUC-1 MAR.JPG
	SB-LUC-1 MAR-A.JPG
	ST DL 02MAR2026.jpg
	TG-KOL-1 MAR.JPG
	TG-KOL-1 MAR-A.JPG
	TG-KOL-1 MAR-B.JPG
	TOI-BAN-1 MAR.JPG
	TOI-CH-1 MAR.JPG
	TOI-MUM-1 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-2 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-2 MAR-A.JPG
	TOI-ND-2 MAR-B.JPG
	TRI DL 02MAR2026.JPG

