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Personnel from the Airports Authority of India conduct search and rescue operation drill
at Uluberia, in West Bengal's Howrah disirict on Friday. — PTI
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Centre okays Warangal airport  New airport to help connectivity

SUREKHA WELCOMES 2ND AIRPORT

PULI SHARAT KUMAR | DC
WARANGAL. FEB. 28

After decades of waiting,
Warangal will have an air-
port of its own,

The Centre on Friday
approved the development
and operationalisation of
the mnoor airport in
Warangal district, follow-
ing the efforts of the
Revanth Reddy govern-
ment, which secured an no-
objection certificate from
the Hyderabad airport oper-

ator GMR Group, clearing
the obstacles for the
Warangal airport.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has been autho-
rised to go ahead with the
project, despite existing
agreements that restrict
development of any other
airport within 150-km
radius of the Rajiv Gandhi
International Aijrport in
Hyderabad.

The approval was for-
malised through a letter
issued by the Union civil

aviation ministry, which
referenced a series of com-
munications from the
Telangana government and
Hyderabad International
Airport Limited (HIAL).
The restriction was
waived as the Telangana
government had secured
the NoC from HIAL, facili-
tating the transfer of 253
acres of land for the project.
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However, the HIAL stat-
ed that the NOC was iss-
ued as a ong-time waiver
for the development of
the Mamnoor airport,
and should not be taken
as a blanket waiver from
its rights under the con-
cession agreement.

According to Clause 5.2
of the Concession Agre-
ement between the gov-
ernment of India and
HIAL, no airport can be
developed within 150-km
radius of the Hyderabad
Airport for 25 years after
its opening.

The Hyderabad airport
was opened for opera-
tions on March 14, 2008.
According to the original
agreement, HIAL's
rights extended till 2033.

Agreeing with the
HIAL's condition. the

Hyderabad: A decade-
long aspiration of the
people of Warangal and
its neighbouring dis-
tricts has been fulfilled
after the Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAI) app-
roved the development of
an airport at Mamnoor.
This project is expected
to drive the region’s eco-

nomic growth, said
endowments minister
Konda Surekha.

In a statement, she
noted while many states
have multiple airports
some with four or five—
Telangana has had only
one. “The efforts of Chi-
ef Minister A, Revanth
Reddy and senior offi-
cials have now yielded
results, Since forming
the government, the Co-
ngress has consistently
pursued the Centre on
this issue,” she said.

civil aviation ministry
said that the approval for
Warangal's development
is exclusive and not
applicable to future air-
ports within the radins
of Hyderabad Airport.
The development is
expected to boost region-

al connectivity and pro-
vide a boost to the local
economy, with air travel
expected to become more
accessible for residents
of Warangal and sur-
rounding areas.

It is to be noted here
that after the formation

of the Congress govern-
ment, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has initi-
ated several steps to
make the airport in
Warangal a reality and
held discussions with
officials from the AAl to
clear the roadblocks.

The state government
has also sanctioned ¥205
crores for acquiring the
required 253 acres of
land as proposed by the
officials of the Airports
Authority of ndia
(AAL) through G.O Ms
No. 43 in November last
year

Union civil aviation
minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu, who is an
MP from Andhra
Pradesh, helped in expe-
diting the process of
removing roadblocks for
the development of the
Warangal airport.
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Flight operations resume at Srinagar Airport

GHK News Service affected following over- (AAI) said that a flight
Srinagac Feb 28 night snowfall and indem- from New Delhi landed

ent weather early Friday atthe Srinagar airport at
The first Night arrived at morning around 11:12 am marking
the Srinagnr airport after An official of the Air: the resumption of the flight

the flights to and fro were port Authority of India operation
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Mock air crash search & rescue operations held in city

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The second day
of the National Aeronautical
Search and Rescue Exercise
(SAREX 2025) concluded with
a full-scale search and rescue
(SAR) operation, simulating an
aviation distress scenario.
Organised by the Kolkata
Rescue Coordination Cen-
tre (RCC) under the Airports
Authority of India (AAIL), the
exercise scenario involved a fic-
titious Cessna 172 aircraft, en
route from Raipur to Kolkata,
which disappeared from radar

over Jamshedpur at approxi-
mately 10:30 AM IST.

Upon losing radar contact,
Kolkata Air Traffic Control
{ATC) activated RCC Kolkata,
which in turn alerted all rele-
vant agencies. Search and res-
cue operations were promptly
initiated after receiving the
distress signal. RCC coordi-
nated with local administration
and disaster response teams to
locate the missing aircraft.

A model crash site had
already been positioned at
Uluberia for the drill. A heli-
copter from Barrackpore was

The I’wu-dq' event began on February 27 with a seminar ot Kolkata PIC/MPOST

dispatched to locate the aircraft  yellow wreckage surrounded
which was later spotted as small by onlookers.

Rescue teams arrived
swiftly at the site, successtully
evacuating all five simulated
passengers and providing nec-
essary medical aid. The exer-
cise effectively demonstrated
the efficiency of coordinated
eImergency response proce-
dures. Kolkata RCC confirmed
that the exercise was executed
smoothly, yielding valuable
insights into preparedness,
decision-making, and oper-
ational efficiency among the
participating agencies.

The operation involved
Kolkata ATC centre, IAFE

INMCC, the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), the
District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA), police
and fire services.

The two-day event began
on February 27 with a seminar
at Kolkata, featuring expert-
led sessions on cutting-edge
SAR technologies, best prac-
tices, and inter-agency col-
laboration. These discussions
focused on enhancing coordi-
nation, strengthening opera-
tional readiness, and improving
response efficiency during avia-
tion emergencies.



AN

HRA Aa=aas wiftswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

" STATEMEN

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, 28 FEBRUARY

The Airports Authority of
India in its second day of
National Aeronautical Search
and Rescue Exercise (SAREX
2025) concluded in Howrah.
Today, the field exercise was
conducted at Uluberia,
Howrah, in the presence of
Ms Nivedita Dubey, regional
executive director, eastern
region, T F Moosa, executive
director (air space manage-
ment), and other AAl officials,
wherealarge-scale SAR drill
simulated a real-world avi-

KOLKATA

L Jl L

ation emergency. The scenario
involved a fictitious Cessna
172 aircraft, VT-SAR, enroute
from Raipur to Kolkata, which
disappeared from radar over
Jamshedpur at approximately
10.30 a.m. RCC coordinated
with local administration
and disaster response teams
tolocate the missing aircraft.
Ahelicopter from Barrackpore
was dispatched tolocate the
aircraft, which was later spot-
ted asasmall yellow wreckage
surrounded by onlookers as
a part of a mock drill.
Meanwhile, Air India
Express has launched its

1MARCH 2025

AAl conductsdrillonaviationemergency

'Payday Sale,’ offering Xpress
Value fares from Rs 1,535
and Zero Check-in Baggage
Xpress Lite fares, starting at
Rs 1,385.

The sale is open for book-
ings made till 2 March, for
travel till 19 September 2025.
The airline continues to pro-
vide special discounted fares
and benefits on its website
forstudents, senior citizens,
doctors, nurses, members of
the armed forces, and their
dependents, ensuring a wide
range of benefits for flyers
across [ndia, the Middle East,
and Southeast Asia.
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Alrport in
Telangana’s
Warangal gets
Centre’s nod

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Minister for Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Naidu re-
viewed and approved a no
objection certificate (NoC)
for airport development in
the vicinity of Hyderabad
International Airport pav-
ing the way for expansion of
Mamnoor Airport in Waran-
gal, Telangana.

The Minister’s green
light follows the one-time
waiver of the exclusivity
clause and an NOC from
GMR Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(GHIAL).

Clause 5.2 in the Conces-
sion Agreement signed bet-
ween the Union Ministry of
Civil Aviation and Hydera-
bad International Airport
prohibits development of
new or existing airport
within an aerial distance of
150 km before the 25th an-
niversary of the airport
opening date. The agree-
ment was signed in Decem-
ber 2004. The NOC applies
solely to Mamnoor Airport,
according to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation.

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy in a letter
reiterated the State’s sup-
port for the airport’s deve-
lopment under the UDAN
scheme.
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Airport in
Telangana’s
Warangal gets
Centre’s nod

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Minister for Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Naidu re-
viewed and approved a no
objection certificate (NoC)
for airport development in
the vicinity of Hyderabad
International Airport pav-
ing the way for expansion
of Mamnoor Airport in Wa-
rangal, Telangana.

The Minister’s green
light follows the one-time
waiver of the exclusivity
clause and an NOC from
GMR Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Limited
(GHIAL).

Clause 5.2 in the Con-
cession Agreement signed
between the Union Minis-
try of Civil Aviation and
Hyderabad International
Airport prohibits develop-
ment of new or existing air-
port within an aerial dis-
tance of 150 km before the
25th anniversary of the air-
port opening date. The
agreement was signed in
December, 2004. The
NOC, however, applies
solely to Mamnoor Airport
and will not affect future
projects within the exclu-
sivity zone, according to a
statement from the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation.

CM’s letter

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy in a let-
ter dated November 5,
2024, reiterated the State’s
support for the airport’s
development under the
UDAN scheme, in collabo-
ration with the Airports
Authority of India. The air-
port is capable of handling
Airbus 320 and Boeing 737
category aircratft.

1 MARCH 2025
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Now, Al Express FLIGHTS FROM HINDON

Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu flags off the first Air India Express flight from Chaziabad's Hindon Airport,
whichalso has an IAF airbase, on Saturday. The aircraft, which had arrive d from Kolkata, departed for Goa. The airline will
operate 40 weekly flights from Hindon to key cities, including Kolkata, Mumbai and Bengaluru. gsiar moe
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Al Express Starts Flight From Hindon

From March 10, Airline To Operate A Thrice Weekly Hindon-Mumbai Flight

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Residents of
Ghaziabad and nearby pla-
ces now have the option of
flying directly to many parts
of India from Hindon Air-
port. Air India Expresson Sa-
turday operated its first Kol-
kata-Hindon-Goa flight, ma-
king its 180-seater Boeing 737
MAX the biggest passenger
aircraft to operate from this
defence enclave.

While inaugurating the
service, Union aviation mini-
ster K Rammohan Naidusaid,
*Oneday, I hope tosee Hindon
to London flights.” The direct
connectivity from western
UP’s Hindon comes months
before the Noida Internatio-
nal Airportat Greater Noida’s
Jewar becomes operational
later this summer.

Al Express, the first big
airline to operate from both

IGIA and Hindon, will start
operating 40 weekly direct
flights from Hindon to Benga-
luru, Chennai, Goa, Jammu
and Kolkata by March 22. Star-
ting March 10, the airline will
also operate a thrice weekly
Hindon-Mumbai flight. The
airline sees the entire north/
east Delhi1-NCR, western UP’s
(Ghaziabad, Meerut and Noida
as key catchment areas.
Naidusaid, “With the addi-
tion of Hindon to its growing
network, Air India Express is
not only strengthening con-
nectivity but also offering gre-
ater flexibility across the
NCR. The launch of services
from Hindon will complement
existing operations at IGI Air-
port, reflecting govt’s vision
of expanding aviation infrast-
ructure to meet the growing
demand for air travel.”
Commercial operations
from Hindon began just befo-
re Covid in Oct 2019 when a

Umesh Kumar

Al Express will start operating 40 weekly direct flights from Hindon to
Bengaluru, Chennai, Goa, Jammu and Kolkata by March 22

now-defunct airline connec-
ted the airport to Pithora-
garh. While smaller regional
airlines have not been very
successful so far in India,
Hindon got stable operations
when Star Air, the aviation
armof Sanjay Ghodawat gro-

up, started operating here.
Star Air currently connects
Hindon to Adampur, Nan-
ded, Kishangarh, Pune and
Bengaluru with its 76-seater
Embraer E175 aircraft.
“Commercial operations
to and from Hindon happen

from sunrise to sunset. The
airport can handle one flight
inan hoursothesixflights Al
Express will have from later
this month have been stagge-
red,” said sources.

Al Express MD Aloke
Singh said, “The launch of
our operations from Hindon
marks another milestone in
our network expansion jour-
ney. Hindon serves a vast
catchment area covering eas-
tern and northern geograp-
hy of Delhi-NCR, besides
western parts of UP.”

He pointed out, “As the In-
dian air market grows and
matures, metropolitan re-
gions can be served by multi-
pleairportsasweseeincities
like London, New York and
Tokvo. The services from
Hindon will complement our
extensive operations from
IGI Airport, from where we
serve 18 domestic and four in-
ternational destinations.”
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Will help avoid traffic to IGIA: Passengers

Abhijay.Jha
@timesofindia.com

Ghaziabad: Crossings Re-
publik resident Parijat, who
was in Kolkata to attend a fa-
mily function, was among
the first batch of passengers
to take a flight to Hindon ter-
minal in Ghaziabad on Satur-
day afternoon for the inaugu-
ral Kolkata-Hindon Air India
Expressflight.

“Landing at Hindon Air-
port is a huge relief. Earlier, re-
aching home in Ghaziabad
from IGI felt exhausting and
expensive, but now, I skip the
40km hassle and arrive much
faster,” hetold TOI after check-
ing out from the civil terminal.

For a terminal inaugura-
ted as a support for Delhi’s
IGI in 2019 by the PM, Satur-
day was the first big day in
these six years when it saw
only Udan flights by second-
string players.

The entry of Al Express

virtually makes Hindon the
second airport in NCR, even
before Noida International
Airport in Jewar gets ready:

Several of the passengers
taking the flights to Goa and
Kolkata on Saturday told TOI
that most of them were resi-
dents of Ghaziabad, Noidaor
north and northeast Delhi
who were happy to beat the
traffic on the way to 1GI.

The two new routes from
Hindon and upcoming direct
flights to Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Jammu and Mumbai
over the next few weeks are
also set to benefit fliers from
adjoining districts like Mee-
rut, Bulandshahr, Hapur and
other western UP districts.

So far, smaller airlines, like
Star Air, Flybig Airline and He-
ritage Aviation, operate flight
services on five routes—Bha-
tinda, Ludhiana, Adampur,
Nanded, and Kishangarh-
—from Hindon. By mid-2024,
flight operations to Avodhva,

s
et

The entry of Al Express virtually makes Hindon the second airport in NCR

Umesh Kumar

E? ]

Prayagraj, Varanasi, and
Lucknow are also expected to
begin, significantly increasing
the terminal’s activity,

SP Das, a former govt who
frequently travels to Kolkata
to meet his extended family
in Behala, said he usually
starts 5 hours early from his
Vaishali home to reach IGI
airport, 29 km away, on time.

“Thenew flights services will
benefit flyers within a 20km
radius of the airport. If navi-
gating through the busy traf-
fic to reach 1GI airport each
time to catch a flight was not
enough, cabs charge anywhe-
re between Rs 700 to Rs 1,200
foraone-way trip,” Das said.
Bishal Kumar, who works
with an IT company in Noi-

da’s Sector 62, said with Al Ex-
pressstartingdirect flight ser-
vices to Bengaluru from Sun-
day, many, like him, can take a
quick flight to the Silicon Val-
ley of India for work and
otherwise without having to
worry about peak hour snarls
and surge cab pricing.

Bishal Kumar, who lives
in Indirapuram and works in
Noida’s Sector 62 I'T Hub, is a
frequent flyer to Bengaluru.
“The thought of travelling to
IGI always felt exhausting-
—traffic, crowds, long com-
mutes. Now, with Hindon Air-
port nearby, I'm spared the
hassle. It's like having an air-
port right next door,” he said.

For Raj Nagar Extension
resident Amartya Dey, cat-
ching a flight from IGI air-
port has always been a stress-
ful experience. “Even ona go-
od day, it takes over 45 minu-
tes, and in heavy traffic, it
can stretch beyond two ho-
urs..” he added.
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T min promises fast-track
work on Warangal airport

Land Acquisition
Nearly Complete,
Says T'gana Govt

Roushan.Ali@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Telangana's
Mamnoor airport in Wa-
rangal district received cen-
tral govt approval for com-
mercial flights. Operational
during Nizam era, it has be-
en defunct for decades. Mini-
ster Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy announced the appro-
val on Friday

In his letter to the Ajir-
ports Authority of India
(AAL on Mamnoor airport,
Union civil aviation secreta-
rv Amit Kumar Jha said:
“The NOC is applicable only
for Mamnoorairport and not
to be considered as a prece-
dent to subsequent plans to
develop any other airports
by the AAlor govt of Telang-
ana and as may get covered

WARANGAL IN INT'L AVIATION MAP

& Mamnoor is s Thisairport | » Once played host to
considered has been several Presidents &
India's largest non-operational | PMs, including
pre-Independence | for four Jawaharlal Nehru;
era airport decades served as hanger

» Anticipation of airport
reopening drove up land
prices in the area - from
15,000 per sq yard to
30,000 per sq yard

e This will be first of six

to become aperational

under clause 5.2 of the con-
cession of HIAL."
CM Revanth thanks PM
Modi for airport nod

Chief minister A Re-
vanth Reddy on Friday said
he had met civil aviation mi-
nister K Ram Mohan Naidu
and urged him to expedite
the approval for Mamnoor
airport as the govt had alrea-
dy released money for land

proposed airports in Telangana

during Indo-China war

acquisition. The CM later
thanked PM Narendra Modi
on X saying: “hank you FM
Narendra Modi and looking
forward for cooperation for
the development of Telanga-

nastate,
Airport will cater tosmall
aircraftin phase-I: Min

Venkat Reddy said the
work will be speeded up. In

thefirst phase, it will cater to
small aircraft for regional
and inter-state operations.
In the second phase, it will be
operating round-the-clock
international flights using
large planes such as A320
and B737 and cargo planes,
he added. Roads and buil-
dings special chiel secretary
Vikas Raj told TOT: “Already,
collectors have completed
most of the land acquisition.
On our part, we will try to
provide connecting roads,
electricity, water supply and
all facilities to make the air-
port commercially operatio-
nal. Construetion of the run-
way, airport terminal and air
traffic control tower will be
speeded up in coordination
with AAl and permissions
from the Director General of
Civil Aviation.”

The state govt had earlier
issued a GO for acquisition
of 256 acres, allocating Rs 205
crore for the purpose, Mam-
noor airport already posses-
ses GG acres.
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Telangana to get second
airport as Centre gives
nod to Mamnoor revival

Roushan.Alidtimesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Telangana is set
toget asecond airport for com-
mercial flights with the cen-
tral govt granting approval
for the development of Mam-
noor airport in Warangal dis-
trict. The Centre's approval

taking into consideration the
no-objection certificate
(NOC) from GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Limi-
ted (HIAL). The HIAL, which
had a clause in its agreement
that there should be no air-
port within 150 km aerial dis-
tance from Hyderabad for 25

Was given on . pelated report, P6 yvears from

Tuesday and

the begin-

it was announced by roads
and buildings minister Koma-
tireddy Venkat Reddy on Fri-
day.

The Mamnoor airport,
which was operational during
Nizam era, has been defunct
for decades and earlier plans
for its revival never materiali-
sed,

The permission from the
Union civil aviation ministry
has finally come about after

ning of its operations, agreed
to forego the condition after
meetings with the state govt,
allowing Mamnoor airport to
take off.

Thestate govt, via its letter
dated Jan 15, 2025, had furnis-
hedacopy of the NOC given by
HIAL on Jan 6, agreeing to a
one-time waiver of exclusivi-
ty clause 5.2 of the concession
agreement for the develop-
ment of Mamnoor Alrport.

1 MARCH 2025
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Belling the cat

An informative exploration of how privatisation unfolded in India

e A e ML v i

i gl

In the past ten years, the only major and significant privatisation has been that of Air India, writes the author

AMITABHA BHATTACHARYA

HE EVOLUTION OF our indus
trial policy covering the
heady days of public sector
enterprises and the high
noon of privatisation wit-
nessed many watershed moments
Unfortunately, much of the discourse,
including the academic ones, have been
partisan, coloured by ideological prefer-
ences. Consequently, debates have
largely been informed by aclash of bina-
ries—socialist vs capitalist, efficacy of
public sectorenterprises vis-a-vis that of
private ones. Rhetoric have often sub-
merged dispassionate analysis of facts,
The book under review is im portant
since itseeks tosteer dear of such inane
demagoguery. The author who taught
economics and commerce at Delhi Uni-
versity “outlines the sucoesses, missed
opportunities and key polkcy shifts sim-
plyand without thehyperbole that often
accompaniesany discussion of state-run
institutions.” $he has analysed, chrono-
logically and prime minister-wise, the
significant milestones of this journey,
from Nehru's time through Vajpayee’s
tenureto the present day. identifying the
key policy elements formulated during
thise phases Based on lessons leamit, she
suggests the way forward.Equally impor-
tant, but perhaps less discussed in the
public domain, is her assessment of the
impact of privatisation on the financial
performance of the divested companies
based on research studies.
As the author shows, the inherent
inefficiencies of the public sector, such
as low productivity and high-cost struc-

ture “started surfacing towands the clos
ing vears of the Nehrm era®, One can
understand the demands of that time
and Nehru's ideological preference for
socialism and antipathy towards the
capitalist class,

Therefore,despite credible opposition
by some, Nehru had hiswayandtogether
with PC Mahalanobis, laid the founda-
tion of our public sector policy. He
wanted the whole economy of the coun-
try to be controlled by the public sector,
and had pone to the length of decdaring
in 1956, "it fthe private sector) will play
anim portant role, though gradually and
ultimately it will fade away.” Indira
Gandhi*had inherited herfather"sdislike
of indust rialists”, and went ona nation-
alisation spreethat suited herpolitically,

The mesult of such policies staring at
our face, the main d eparture from this
narmative came during Rajiv Gandhi's
time when he asked in 1987, "Can we
afford socialism where the public sector,
instead of generatingwealth for the peo
ple, s robbing and sucking up thewealth
of the people?” A senior minister
remarked,” Thecauses of our dismal per-
formance lie with the adoption of the
wrong concept of socialism which
equates over-employed, top- heavy, inef -
ficdent and unaccountable public sector
with sodalism.” The seventh plan docu-
ment highlighted the failure of the pub-
lic sector to generate resources for the
growth which was one of the reasons
“why the government was required to
undertake a large borrowing pro-
gramme”, The problems of over reliance
on the public sector with huge budgetary
support and the need for greaterprivate
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The Public Sector
and Privatization
in India
Sheela Dubey
Speaking Tiger Books
Pp 272 T899

sector participation were being increas
ingly recognised, Rajiv Gandhi’s role in
secking to reverse the course, based on
mational and international experience,
has not received the appreciation it
deserved, writes the author.
Privatisation was given a real push
during Vajpayee’s regime, bringing the
bold and daring initiative under supervi-
sion of oieof the most respected minis
ters of modern India. But the processwas
tumultvous when the executive was
assailed in Parliament by opposing fonces
and major decisions weme all challenged
in courts of law. The author quotes
Machiavelli veryaptly, “There is nothing
mome difficilt to take in hand...or more
uncertain...than w take thelead in the
introduction of a new order of things..

e e ey e

Theinnovation has forenemies all those
who have donewellunder theold condi-
tions and lukewarm defenders in those
whomay dowell under the new..”

Political compulsions of coalition
government and other reasons pre-
vented successor governments, though
helmed by a renowned economic
reformer, from pursuing this agenda.
Gradually, it started losing political
steamy,and in the past tenyears, theonly
majorand significant privatisation has
been that of Air India. The author analy
ses the mherent problems that beset the
waorking of pubic sector as an 'Instru
mentality of the State! In today’s com-
petitive and inter-comnected world, to
remain in business requires adequate
freedom to act and flexibility to take
quick decisions. Publie sectorenterprises
have different and diffused poalstopur-
sue,to follow government's affirmative
actions, and be under theconstant over-
sight “of the 3Cs—CAG, CVC and CBI, as
wellas the fourth "C'— the courts”™, not to
talk of the administrative ministries
that control and, often, micro-manage
them. These problems inhibit the work-
ing of the government bureaucracy as
well, preventing it from taking bold and
bonafide decisions.

An important chapter of the book is
devoted to assessing the impact of pri-
vatisation on thefinancial pedformance
of divested companies. Those who have
greaterfaith on studies otherthan those
reported in the Economic Survey of
India (201 9-20)orsuch documents,can
refer to the studies by Nandini Gupta,
and by AjayChibberand Swati Gupta.ltis
established that “privatisation is not

5 CHOHERERG

associated with a decline in employ
ment"andthat *positive impact ismag-
nified manifold when privatisation
involves the ransfer of management..
on average, the gains from majority pri-
vatisations surpass those from partially
privatised firms by 23 per cent interms
of sales, 21 per cent in terms of profits
and 28 per cent in terms of employ-
ment..” The results also suggest, “that
selling both paial and majority equity
stakes is associated with significant
improvements in the profitability and
efficiency of government-owned firm ”
Chibberand Swati Gupta find through
their research, " .disinvestment hasa
very strong positive effect on firm effi
ciency. Disinvestment improves not
only abour productivity and efficiency
but alsa im proves overall efficiency”

Political expediency deddes things.
Therehas been no serious study, like the
ones mentioned above, about the eco
nomic costs of judicial interventions in
such business matters, or of political
apathy and bureaucratic ind ecision in
pushing the growth-inducing agenda of
the government. The book's worth
would have perhaps been further
enhanced If eritical decisions, by any
organ of the state, that have mpeded the
nation’s development had been dispas
sionately analysed. Nevertheless, the
bookis animportant addition to the lit-
erature on this crucial and contentious
subject —informative, contextual, ana-
Ivtical and objective.

Amitabha Bhattacharyais a former

1AS afficerwhohasalso worked in the
private sectorand with the UNDP
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Akasa to connect UAE
with daily B'luru flights

NT Correspondent
BENG ALURU

Akasa Air on Friday an-
nounced the launch of daily
direct flights connecting
Abu Dhabi with Bengalurn
and Ahmedabad under a
codeshare agreement with
Etihad Airwavs, boosting
travel between India and
the UAE.

The maiden flight from
Bengaluru will depart from
Kempegowda International
Airport at 1000 am IST on
March 1, arriving at Zaved
International  Airport  in
Abu Dhabi at 12.35 pm AST,
the airline said.

“The inaugural flight from
Ahmedabad will depart

from Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport
at 10.45 pm IST on March 1,
arriving at Zayved Interna-
tional Airport in Abu Dhabi
atlam AST on March 2," the
airline stated.

According to Akasa Air,
these new routes comple-
ment its existing daily ser-
vice between Mumbai and
Abu  Dhabi, which com-
menced in Julv 2024,

With this expansion, the
airline now operates 21
weekly flights connecting
Abu Dhabi with three major
Indian cities.

“We are thrilled to launch
this new international route
in partnership with Etihad
Airways, strengthening our

The maiden
flight from
Bengaluru
will depart
from
Kempegowda
International
Alirport at
10.00 am IST
on March 1

presence in the UAE—one
ofthe most significant inter-
national aviation corridors.
This collaboration unlocks
new travel opportunities
for our customers, foster-
ing tourism, trade, and cul-
tural exchange between the
two countries,” said Neelu
Khatri, Co-Founder and
SVP  International, Akasa
Air,

“The launch ofthis service
also marks the beginning of
Akasa's international op-

erations from Bengaluru
and further expands our
global connectivity  from

Ahmedabad,” he added.
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IndiGo faces
fine related
toITC

IndiGio on Friday said it is
facing a penalty of Rs 130
crore in relation to input
tax credit in Gujarat and
evaluating necessary legal
recourse; The Assistant
Commissioner of State
Tax, Ahmedabad, has
imposed a penalty of Rs
1,30, 40,966 on the airline.
In a regulatory filing,
IndiGo said the tax officer
has denied input tax credit
availed for FY 2020-21.
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DGCA lists out
airline chart
of punctuality
Dhairya Gajara

MUMBES]

Spicejet continued to be the
least punctual airline among
all the scheduled domestic
airlines at the six metro air-
ports in January 2025, While
Spicejet’s on-time perform-
ance (OTP) was 354.8%,
Alliance Air recorded the
worst ever OTP of 31.8% at
Mumbai Airport among all

(o7Ps [N

Spicejet 54.8%
Alliance Air 57.6%

Air India Group 69.8%
Akasa Air T1.5%
Indigo 79.5%

airlines” performance at all
airports,

According to  Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Spicejet was the least
punctual airline with an OTP
of 54.8%, Alliance Air per-
formed 576%, Air India
Group recorded 69.8%,
Akasa Air recorded 71.5%
and Indigo stood out at the
top with 75.5%.

Although Spicejet
reported a profit of Rs26
crore in the third quarter of
the financial vear 2024-25, it
has consistently been one of
the least punctual airlines in
the country for the last few
months.

In December, The Free
Fress Journal reported that
Spicejet was the least punc-
tual airline at Mumbai
Airport in November 2024,
whereas it had the second-
worst OTP at Mumbaias well
as all the six metro airports
in December 2024,

Focusing on the Mumbai
Airport, Alliance Air was the
least punctual airline with
the OTP of 31.8% Air India
Group was the most punc-
tual with a performance of
71%. Indigp ranked the sec-
ond at 69.9%, followed by
Akasa Air at 64.2% and
Spicejet at 526%.
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IndiGo faces
fine related to
ITC, evaluates
legal recourse

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on
Friday said it is facing a pen-
alty of Rs 1.30 crore in rela-
tion to input tax credit (ITC)
in Gujarat and evaluating
necessary legal recourse.

The Assistant Commis-
sioner of State Tax, Ahmed-
abad, has imposed a penalty
of Rs 1,30,40,966 on the
airline.

In a regulatory filing,
IndiGo said the tax officer
has denied input tax credit
availed for FY21.

“The company believes
that it has accurately availed
input tax credit and has mer-
its in its case. Accordingly,
the company is evaluating
necessary legal recourse
under the applicable law,
including filing of appeal
before the appropriate appel-
late authority,” it said.

The filing also said that
there is no significant impact
on financials, operations
or other activities of the
company.

On Wednesday, IndiGo
said it is facing a fine of
nearly Rs 14 lakh in rela-
tion to input tax credit in
Uttar{Pradesh, and’ evali
uating necessary legal
récourse. Pl
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irline hit by 2 DDoS attacks in
months:; ticket sales affected

Mateen Hafeez &
Nitasha Matu | n

Mumbai: An airline has lod-
ged a complaint with cyber
police after being targeted in
a DDoS (Distributed Denial-
of-Service) attack on two oc-
casions in eight months, im-
pacting its operations. A
DDoS attack is like an artifi-
cial traffic jam, where hack-
ers flood a company’s websi-
te, server, or network with fa-
ke requests, making it slow
or unavailable toreal users,
The unidentified attack-
er left behind messages on
the airline's social media ac-
count, warning them to “ta.
ke things seriously”. A poli-
ceofficersaid: “While nospe-
cific monetary demand was
made from the airline, targe-
ting their portal would result
in impacting their sales
which would cause losses.”
Motivesfora DDoS attack
could vary — from a rival
shutting down a company’'s
online operations to steal
their business, or extortion
by installing ransomware on
the company’s servers. At-
tacks may also be carried out
by disgruntled individuals
simply to make a statement
or to express disapproval.
According to the FIR re-

CYBERATTACK TARGETS DROP IN PORTAL TRAFFIC

Expertspeak

> Nikhil Mahadeshwar, founder of Cyber
Secured India, said while investigating firms
facing DDoS attacks, they found that most
have policies only on paper and technologies
are not properly implemented or monitored

> Forensics readiness is also lacking at firms,
“After the attack, they often don't have enough
logs to provide...for probe,” he added

> They should follow advisories given by bodies
like RBI & SEBI, in collaboration with CERT-IN

> ADistributed | > It results in loss of How to safeguard services, and rate
Denial-of- business/income, damage | from DDoS attacks limiting, said

Service (DDoS) | _toreputation, and drop > To protect against such  Mahadeshwar

attack isa ‘--..:\ in legitimate traffic attacks, companies =, > Having an
malicious Jtoawebsitt | chouid strengthen | incident respo-
attempt to — > Some global compa- | network defences '\ \-// nse plan, backup
disrupt normal nies, including software using firewalls, servers, and fail-
traffic to a web firms and cloud computing intrusion prevention over systems ensures
property services, have been targeted | systems, DDoS mitigation  quick recovery

gistered on Tuesday, the air-
line’s general manager of
the IT department noticed a
sudden rise in internet traf-
fic on their official portal on
Jan 31,2024, Asaresultof the
DDoS attack, ticket sales on
the airline’s portal were im
pacted for 24 hours, The at-
tacker left behind messages
on the airline’s social media
account which read, ... vour

website is under attack by
me, Aap ko website bachani
ho to batana, ya fir hum at-
tack on fif rakehenge(If vou
wish to save vour website let
us know, otherwise we will
continue with our attack).”
The second DDe8 attack
was on Oect 16, 2024. The at-
tacker once again left a seri-
es of messages on the airli-
ne's social media account.

Theairlinecarried outan
internal probe and found
that multiple Internet Proto-
cols had been used while
committing the crime. Deta-
ilsof these IPaddresses were
submitted to Central Cyber
Police who are carrying out
the investigation under the
supervision of DCP Datta
MNalwade and senior inspec-
tor Mousami Patil.
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AVIATION ACCIDENTS INCREASED IN 2024
BUT LONG-TERM SAFETY TRENDS IMPROVE

Globally, the most common accidents
involving airline aircraft last year were tail
strikes and runway excursions, underscor-
ing the importance of takeoff and landing
safety measures. Manju V looks at how 2024
fared in terms of aviation safety

SAFETY
011-2015 1 per 456,000 flights

2020-2024 P 1 per 810,000
flights

1.13per | 1.08 per 1.25 per

""'a‘“'“'r‘:;‘e‘ million | million |  million
fights | flights | flights
Fatal accidents T 1 5
 Famiities| 244 | 72 | 144
Fatalityrisk| 006 | 003 01

Completion rate (%) Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)  Latin America & Caribbean

PEEEErEE

Morth Asia North America “—Europe  Middle East & North Africa  Asia-Pacific  Africa

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS “ Even with recent high-
Increase > 175 profile aviation accidents,
rate (%) Area ~ Recommendation it is important to remember that
| : ! _ Conflict zone safety | Enhanced government action | accidents are exlrgmely rare,
Most affected regions: Tarkiye, Irag, Egypt Intelligence sharing | Better glabal cooperation T:gnr;xnr: :ﬂiﬁ T;iln':‘n”fg;g'lm
*Any disruption of the signais **A malicious technigue nd ¥ S
received from GNSS sateflites,  that manipulates GPS data, | jnecti arin: :'p?r;l; EL?{;%::?:;MME accidents. Moreover, aviation
fike GPS, which can negatively  thereby misleadinga GP§ | ganon reparts | and ransparency | safety has continuously improved

affect the accuracy of receiver about its actuial GNSS interference | Urgent countermeasures Willie Walsh | sescron cowmaL, Wi
positioning data focation issues | and mitigation efforts Source: IATA 2024 Annual Safety Report
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