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From runway to road: Missing
links in airport connectivity
World-class terminals are only halfthe journey; inadequate public
transport and expensive taxis make airport commutes adaily ordeal

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

empegowda
International
Airport (KIA),
known forits
striking archi-
tecture and set amid Deva-
nahalli, was envisioned as
Bengaluru's grand gateway
to the world. Instead, for
many passengers, the
journey begins, or ends, in
frustration long before they
reach the terminal.
Located nearly 40 kilo-
metres from the city centre,
the airport's distance has
twrned ground travel into a
daily ordeal. With limited
public transport options,
commuters are largely de-
pendent on Bengaluru Met-
ropolitan Transport Cor-
porations's (BMTC) Vayu
Vajra buses or expensive
cabs, While the Vayu Vajra
is reliable, its frequency
and coverage fall short for
acity asvast as Bengaluru,
Currently, the buses cater
to an average of 13,000-
14,000 passengers per
month. For everyone else,
hailing a taxi often means

Aview of the airport metro line near Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru.
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bracing for steep fares,
prolonged negotiations, or
both. Bengaluru'sstruggle
is not unique. Across India,
major airports grapple with
similar last-mile connectiv-
itv challenges,

Chennai International
Airport, despite its proxim-
ity to the city, suffers from
poor integration between
metrn, suburban rail and
road transport, forcing

SIGH

passengers to rely heavily
oncabs,

Hyderabad's Rajiv Gan-
dhi International Airport,
like Bengaluru's, is located
far from the urban core,
making costly taxi rides
almost unavoidable for
late-night or early-morning
travellers. While a 30 km

ride from the airport is
supposed to cost around
Rs 700, taxidrivers at the
airport often demand fares
exceeding Rs 1,000,

As India’s aviation sector
grows, these airports high-
light a persistent problem:
world-class terminals
paired with inadequate,
and often exhausting,
access for passengers.

In Bengaluru, recent

changes in pick-up rules,

meant to decongest the air-
port, have only added to the
chaos — leaving passengers
confused and taxi unions

angry, and sparking repeat-
ed standoffs at the terminal.

Under the revised
system, app-based cabs are
required to pick up pas-
sengers from designated
zones away from the arrival
gates, While the change
has worked fairlywell at
Terminal 2(T2), Terminal
1(T1) hasemerged asthe
problem area.

At T, all commercial
vehicles outside the air-
port’s authorised network
were required to pick up
passengers from Parking
Zones 3 and 4, adding 15
to 20 minutes to the walk
from the arrivals gate.

While the Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Linvited
(BIAL), the airport oper-
ating body, made efforts to
launch feeder buses and
buggies, lack of awareness
about the sudden change
left hundreds of passengers
confused and frustrated.
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Multimodal integration is key
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Furious at not being included m the de-
cision-making process, mxi urninns pro-
tested the new rules, while passengers
launched an online petition deman
their rollback. The changes also drew the
ire of several political leaders including
Transport Minister Romalinga Reddy,
whoeriticised BLIAL forimtroducing rules
without considering the peeds of semior
eltizens and differently-ablal pessons,

However, BLAL has stood by its decision,
elaiming that the new rules will halp de-
congest the airport and improve passen-
ger safety. Earlicr, following multiple com-
plaintsabouttaxidriver harassment, BIAL
had tried w implement similar rules in
2024, Bur the move received widespread
eriticism, foreng the operational body o
roll the rules back, only to reimiroduce o
mildly revised version in late 2025.

Alter much resistance from both taxi
drivers and possengers, BIAL in collabag-
ration with the Karnataka State Tourism
Developrent Corporation is now working
on aslor-based system which would allow
yellow-board vehicles to pick passengers
from the kerbside, The systemis currently
being operated on a trial bazisat T, Inthe
e theauthorities have also lsanched
o ‘Premium Pickup Zone', which allows
ks toypick up passengers [roma particu-
lar tane near the arrivals gate for Rs 275
Tor a 10-mimute glot and Rs 150 lor every
additonal five minutes,

Despite these efforts, confusion over
cab pickups continues to prevail among
both domeste and international fvers,
“After mking mutriple flights, | justwanted
1o get into a cab and get home. But when
I landed in Bengaluro in January, after
about 10 months, everything had changed.
Thedriver | always book for pickupscould
not figure oot the new system, We wasted
about 30 minutes trying to find ench oth-
er. The arpart stalT was of no belp,” said
Ruochatha Jain, n Koramangala resident.

A similar situation persists in Chennal.
The Airports Authority of India (AAT),
which manages both the international
and domestic alrpors, il prieviously al-
lowed passenger cors topick up traivellers
directly arthe nrvivals area. Butin August
2025, AAI shifred the pick-up point to the
mmudti-level ear parking (MLCP) facility to
reduce congestion. PAssengers are now
required o either walk to the MLCP or
take a buggy.

Passengerssay thatreaching the MLCP
from the terminal and then continuing to
their destinations can sometimes take
longerthan the actual fight for shore-dis-

mnee journcys, For instance, Sanjeevi,
39, ook about 40 minutes ta y from Co-
trnbmtore o Chenmnd bt § took about an
hour forhim toreach the MLCP to boarda
calyfeom the time hedeboarded the ight,

“[had o walk from the nrrival terminal
o the MLCP, which ol about 15 minues.,
Then Twidted lor around ten minutes foe
the lift because of a huge queve. When |
reached the parking lot, it ok me another
10 mamutes w0 find my cab and board it [t
was such a harrowing experience. I only
cabs are allowed (o pick up passengers a
the terminal,” he told D,

While the Chennai Airport authorities
say about 20 battery-operated buggies
are nvailable for passenger use, Miers say
they are insufficient. Senthil, 47, snid he
waited 30 mimutes for a buggy since he
had lugeage, only to find that the vehicles
it have enough space toaccommuslate
lugEape,

Although airport officials have instruct-
ol cibs to pick up senior oibzens, pregnant
women and differently-abled passengers
atthearrivals terminal. many drivers avoid
doimg so, fearing pennlties imposed by con-
tractors,

Cabtouting
Ar the Rajiv Gandhi International Air-
part (RGIA) in Hyderabad, “eab touting”
remains o major menace, inconvenienc-
ing passengers through overcharging and
harassment by unauthorised s drivers,
Travellers often report being riclked
into paying high fares, taking longer
routes and enduring stressful experiences,
especially arnight. A persistent issue is the
so-called “local mafia” blocking app-based
cahs ke Olaand Uber from pickup zones.
These touts intimidate drivers and mis
leswed passengers abour availability, often

THE AIRPORT
COMMUTE
CRISIS

Indla ks now the world's
third-largest domestic
aviation market, driven

According tothe intar-
natlonal Civil Aviation
Drgan|zation, for every
rupee spent, Lhe aviation
SECIOT BENEFAtES Mone

than three times that val-
Ue b economic activity

Despite the growin in

alr rawel, alrportaccess
remains difficult due to
ilbegal taxis and touts
avercharging passengers,
limited feeder byses and —
poor metro connectivity

ALURU AIRPORT

The recent reconfiguration of bus bays to |esse space to
private taxis has disrupied the feeder bus system

W il the Mamima Metro Blue
Line will soon connect passengers
tothe international alrport, travel-
lers from South or West Bengaluru
need to change multiple lineswith

Pre-bosked G
points have been
mowved nearly a kiio-
metre away from the
arrivals area

Passengers also
complain of inade-
quate tax) services
and unauthorised tax)
drivers chargingmore
from passengers

luggage

Sowrce: PIA, Ministry of Civil Aviation |ATA, Niti Aayoz. IBEF, media reports

erumming multiple people into vehicles
arexorbitant rates. “Getting Ola or Uber
at Hyderabad Afrport s o nightmre at
night.” one passenger lamented on social
medin recently,

Arrport spokespersons insist they en-
sure 24/7 access to authorised aptions
To comhbat touting, authorities have
deploved over 31 anti-touting security
personnel mt key landside locations, In
collaboration with Telangana Police, a
special patrol team turgets unauthorised
operators. [n 2024 alone, 446 touting
cases were reported o RGLA Police and
inteTcepon tenms

Traffic chaos at entry and exit points
s to the possenger frustration. “FEvery
five minures, quarrels eruprat both entry
per] et proirnis prnishing the airport'sim-
age. Utter chaos reigns; someone from
GMR, theairpart operatar, imust manpge
it One says it's 4 FASTag lane, another
disagrees,” n passenger complained in a
cecenl video, While the airport author
ities and the police have made efforts
addressthe cabissues over the vears sim-
ilar problems pop up from time to tme.

Farescams

Ar the same time, 2025 saw several cab
scamswhich left passengers in precarious
situations.

Recently in Mumbai, n taxa driver
cheatedan American woman by charging
her Rs 18,000 for o cob ride of barely 400
mietres near the airport, tnking a delib-
erately roundabout route. The incident
came to light o frer the woman shared her
experience on social media, prompring
swift police action.

Another commion scam af the airport
in Bengaluru, which emerged early last

|

The R 4,100 crore Bengalury
Sutsurban Rall Link Praject. which
wilil efTiciently connect the city to
the mirport by train, s stated for
completion anly by 2030

MNumber of airports
nearly doublesin India

74163

2014 2035

CHENNAI AIRPDRT

Passengers arriving at Chennai airport
must wallknearly one Kilometre io reach
Crand Southern Trunk Road (o access
puses, while dragging heavy Daggage

ovorcharge passengpers,
with many drivers
demanding extra fees at
drop-off poinis. Tensions
have recantly flared
between prepaid tad

over regulatory ssues

year, invalved drivers using fake apps ar
receipts tocharge influted fiines,

InJune, an elderly womoan was charged
Rs 2,308 lor a4 kom ride to JP Nagar in
Bengulury, Oviginally suppuosed o cost
berween K= 1,000 and Hs 1,400, the driv-
er showed o fake receipt on his phone
with the inflated amount. Over the vears,
multiple passengers hiave reported nlling
prey to smilar scams. Most eomimaonly,
taxt drivers attempt to charge extra by
elaiming wlls were not included in the
Firuinl bill,

“The biggest secam is the convenicne
placement of premium options lile Uber
Binckright by the arrivals gnte. Unassum-
ing passengers walk right into the tmp,
Tomake motters worse, cabs which have
airport He-ups and dedicated kiosks on
the ground end up charging anywhere
hitween Rs 500 and Rs L5500 more than
thit cabs without such ties,” o furious pas-
senger told DM, Since the re-jigzing of the
pickup eones at the girport in December
2025, several passengers have reported
similar issues. However, BIAL is yet 1o
respond to these concerns,

Public transport

Until now, public transpore at KIA has
been sparse, with the airport raillway
station lying largely desened due w poor
frequency of rains and often abandoned
ticketing boaths.

While the station was never wiell-con-
nected and easily accessible since its
inanguration in 2021, the situation has
worsened since Janunry 2025, according
mcontractworkersand lnbourers ar KIA.
who rely o its service on a daily basis.
With ekets priced berween Rs 10 and Hs
30, the trains are the cheapest mode of

Domestic air passenger traffic
grows at13% annually

103 350 L1

million  million

2014 2035

Regional connectivity under UDAN
mmmmnmmwﬂmﬂmmm - UDAN has
mﬂt_il_hu and connected 33 aerodromes across the country

Over The expanded Evenas 15airponts
1.56+ Crore passeneers | UDAN alms oo nationwide remain
have benefited from increase regional (ermpoearity non-op

h]“mn afforcableregionalairtravel | connectivity eranional untes UDAN,
under UOAN él;;_lmnew aircraft movements 3t

2047 (Predicted) = rations Kalaburagl, Hublbsalll,
3.23 lakhrcs tiahis BCrOss thiscountry, | Mysurland Belagay
operated acrass reglanal caleringtodcrore | alrporis have fallen by
routes pationwide, enabling | passengersinthe | rmore than GO since
rise of several regional airlines | next 10 years 001

Unauthorised todis often

drivers and non-members | pichup point

There
are no
signages al
the alrport
toresch the
metraar
o taxi

aot approval

overcharged

Compiled by Divyashn Mudaiavi

rransportavailable arthe airpor

The valy other option is the BMTC's
Vayu Vajra which covers 22 routes with
156 busesand 1,061 tripseveryday. BMTC
plansta add 2010 25 more buses this year
ACTDSS VTS Foutes.

However, despite being one ol the
cheaper transport options, passengers
often complained that the bus travel
from the Bengaluro mrport was more
expensive compared o other major In-
dian nirpores.

“The Vayu Vajra doesn'toperate prop-
erly during the late hours, The govern-
ment should have planned better public
trunspart whien they planned to build on
alrport this far from the ciry,” said Nand-
i, 25, arraveller.

BIAL also recently faced eriticism for
reducing the bus bays for BMTC on T1.
While the justification romains that a
Iarger bus stand has been provided at T2,
BMTC has shared that about BO% of its
airport passengers comes from Tl's do-
mestic terminal, With the government
now stepping in, the twa bodies are i
talls tofind a solution.

Retiel, however, isan the horizon. The
Namma Merro's Blue Lime, which will
connect the alrport i the ciry via Hebbal
and KR Purum, isexpected iosignificantly
cuttravel tme and provide a reliable alver-
native o road tanspore It is scheduled
o be completed by 2027. Addinonally,
the K-Ride suburban ril project plans
o link the airport with key nodes such as
Yelahanka and the city centre, promising
fasterand cheaper access.

“Bengaluru had a railway line well
before the airport was built there nnd
vet missed the suburban train system
connectivity opportumity,” said Srinivas

HYDERABAD AIRPORT

Umndanagar Rzilway Station,
#x lom from the atrport, connects
traveilers ol tywide viaa reliable
ant affordabile muiti-modal trans-
port systerm while Hyderabad
Metro Phase 28 project has also

State-run AC buses nre also
operated linking the alrport

BuL, pmﬁluﬁar! triched
by unauthorised taxi drivers o
usa thelr services and are often

incira Ganci interr I
tional Airport, Deih R 7 4
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Transport (WMMT] buses

terminal bus

ihe Mumbal and Navi Mumbal

lacking

Alavilli, a fellow at WRI lindia, a nessearch
argnnisation,
“Recentannouncements from K-RIDE
(Rail Infrastructue Development Come
pany (Karnamska) Led) give hope that
railway connectivity will beenime a real
ity soon, The Blue Line metro s fikely to
pecome operational within the next two
yesrs but we are yet (o see plans like the
Delhi Airport Express or how the met-
o and terminal will be integented as in
thie case of Chenmii, For a miegn city like
Bengalura, with one of Indin's busiest air-
ports, we need all modes of public trans-
port to ensure seamless connectivity and
rarger at least 50% of all airpoct trips
happen on bus, metroor train, he added,
The Mumbai and Navi Mumibai i
ports are also soon set 0 be connected
fay @ 35 mietre metrn line, including a9
kmundergroundstretch with 20 stations,
A seamless ransfer model, supported
ly multirodal tronsport — road, metro,
suburbanrail and water finks — will even-
tually connect the two airports. ensuring
thut India's busiest business citv operates
with infrastructure on par with premier
world capitals.
Thetwin-airport srrategy mirrors glob-
al precedents: distributing traffic between
twis fcilities to decongest botthnecks, de-
risk operations and provide passengers
with greater airline and route choices.
Theongoing projects in metro, subur-
ban rail and multimodal integration offer
hope, signalling that with coordinated
planning nnd effective execution, India's
airparts ean finally match the efficiency
and convenienee of the world's best.
(With mmypeees from ETI Sivapeivan i
Chesmad, Mrtoyangay Bosein Mumisaiand
SNV Suddtirin Hwderabod)

NAVIMUMBAI AIRPORT

With no metro connectivity and
app-based taxis difficult to access,
passengers are left with liftie cholce
but torely on Navi Mumbal Municipal

Autns drop Dassengers only ot Gate 1,
T e D misst takoe an intermial

A& dedicated transitiink between

international airports. which are nearty
35 Wrm apart by road. |s currently

PUNE AIRPORT

Pazsengers often
complain of some drivers
favauring only lucrathve
or long-distance trips,
ok refusals by some
app-based cah drivers and
ather lssues

Lack of aceessibility
tofeeder buses from the
alrport erminal area to
nearest metro station.
Autos drop at the terminal
ENtes

DH Infographics: RAMU MASTAIAH

Smoother access
to Delhi airport

NEW DELHI, DHNS

vier the vears, accessibility o the

Dl mrport. located 14 to 18 ko

fromm the capital’s heart Connnughn
Place has improved significantly.

While cab services, pre-paid tmxds
and sporadic bus services were once the
only options, passengers can now trave]
o and from the girport psing frequent
bus services or the metro. Travelling be-
rwien terminals has also become easier
with shuttle services.

However, the most notble improve
ment is the metro links with terminals
that have helped in saving time. The
dedicuted Airport Express metro line,
connecting Terminal 3 to the ciry, New
Diethi Railway Station and areas around
the arrport, along with a second metro
line connecting eity outskirts such as
Nowda and Ghaziabad as well Gurugram
and Faridabad to the airport terminals,
has eased travel considerably,

A new metro corricor i also planned
o connect Aerncity, which is on the Air-
port Express ling, with Terminal | Bus
service from the airport remams regular
and passengers can reach the pick-up
points via the inter-terminal shuttle.
Thire is also a bugsy service berween
Terminal 2 and Terminal 3,

Fhiers can nlso wvnil bus services o Lu
dhiana, Jalandhar, Amritsar. Pathankest.
Karnal, Ambala and Chandigarh from
the Public Transportation Centre near
theairpors
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AAI,ACI-ICAO
Train 115+

Professionals:

Airports Authority of India
(AAI) signed a landmark
agreement with Airports
Council International (ACI)
-ICAO to implement the
Airports Management
Professional Accreditation
Program (AMPAP) in India.
The collaboration aims to
train over 115 airport
professionals, strengthening
India’s global aviation lead-
ership. The agreement was
exchanged on 29 January
2026, during Wings India
2026 by AAI Chairman Mr
Vipin Kumar and ACI
Director Mr Gurjit Gill. in the
presence of Civil Aviation
Minister Mr Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu.



AFRPUF( ISAUT HDR!TY OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBA T 1 FEBRUARY 2026

AAl organises cricket tournament

he Airports Author-

ity of India (AAI),
through its Regional
Sports Control Board
(RSCB), Western Re-
gion, has organised the
Inter Departmental
Cricket Tournament
and AAl HOD Cricket
in T-20 format for the
officials working at re-

gional headquarters,
on “0" line ground
of New Airport
Colony, Mumbai.
Prem Prasad N, re-
gional executive direc-
tor, AAI, WR, and pres-
ident, RSCB, WR, was
invited as the chief
guest to inaugurate the
tournament.
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‘Why did DGGA allow

flight operation at

hiw Sena (VBT feader
Sanjay Raut on Friday
targeted the Dinecto
rabe General of Civil
Aviation [DGCA) over
the death of Maharashira Dep-
uty Chied Minkster Ajlr Favwar
in am alr crash, asking why
flight operations were allowed
at the Bararmati airport if 18 was
nent fully equipped
Talking to reporters, Haut
als referred o kast year's cata-
strophic Alr India flight 171
erash in Ahmedabad and sakd
the MGCA anneunces a probe
after every such incident, but
the outtome Temain:
urikmown,
According o 4 statement

Aviation after the
Pawar and four others in
Wednesday's crash, Baramati
has an ‘uncontrolied sirfield’

one without a dedicated Air
Traffic Control (ATC) - and
traffic infarmation i provelded
by Instructors or pllets from
local flying fraining organisa-
tions. The chartered alreraft
carrying Mawar was cleared bor
landing at Baramats after a go-
arcmne Roarced Ty poor visibili
ty. However, after receiving
clearance, it did not give any
“read-back® or confirmation,
and moments later burst into
Flames.

"There was no radar at
Bararmati arpesrt or ATC. There
was no syskem; there was just
an afrstrip, and the DGEA 15

e i i
respinsdble for 1t {the air crash),
“There 't encagrh staff ot
Baramati adrport,” Said Raut, a
Rajva Sabia membner
“Who i responsible foc
such accidents? There |54 need
to probe such incidents. We
have lost an Imprtant person
I Maharashitra, and the [GCA
should take responsibility for
it. How do you allow swch il
ports or airstrips 1o operate?”
the Sena (UBT) leader asked.
Shilv Sena leader and formoer
Maharashira minister Ramdas
Kadam said when a six-time
deputy chilef minister mects
with such an accident, there
huas to be o detailed probe.
“No leader will fy if such
accidents become common,”
hesad, A video shows the aie-
craft titing while descending,
Some people sakd 11 had a dif-
So what issue was
g 7" Kankam asked.
Muotably, the civil aviation
minbstry s alveady initiated a
prodee [0 the incldent
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PM Narendra Modi looks at a scale mode! of Shri Gura Ravidass
Maharaj Ji Airport in Adampur in Punjab on Sunday, 7]

Modi renames

Pb airport, flags
off new terminal

Tarsem Singh Deogan

letters@hincustantmes.com
LUDHIANA: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday renamed
the Adampur airport in Ludhi-
ana after Gury Ravides on the
revered saint’s birth anniver-
sary and also virtually inaugu-
rated the terminal building at
the Halwara airport in Ludhi-
ETES

The terminal will initially
opérate a single domestic flight
to Delhi, expected to commence
in the first week of March and to
be o o by Air India_

The Prime Minister reached
the Adampur airport at around
345pm from Delhi following
the presentation of the Union
Budget in Parliament.

Muodi said it is a matter of
immense honoor and pride that
today, en the auspicious ocea-
sion of Sant Ravidas Jayant, it
has been decided that the
Adampur airport will now be
known as Shri Guru Ravidass
Maharaj Ji Airport.

From the airport. he visited
Dera Sachkhand Ballan in Lud-
hiana on the occasion of the
645t birth anniversary of Guru
Ravidas.

“This is & joyous day for
countless people. It is a fitting
tribute to the timeless ideals of
Shri Gurn Ravidass Maharaj Ji.
His message of equality, com-
passton and service conlinues o
motivate us all greatly.” Modi
later said in a post on X

He also virtually inaugurated
the terminal building of the Hal-
wara sirport in Ludhiana

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu, minis-
ters of state Ravneet Singh Bitiu
and ¥ Muraleedharan, and Pun-

jab chiel minister Bhagwant
Mann attended the inaugura-
tion ceremony at Halwara,

Mann formally welcomed the
Union ministers and reiterated
Punjab’s demand to name the
airport after Ghadar revolution-
ary Shaheed Kartar Singh Sar-
abha.

Union MoS Ravoeet Singh
Bittu also supported the
demand end called for early
operationalisation of the cargo
terminal, citing Ludhiana’s
stronyg industrial base. He said
the airport would significantly
reduioe logistics costs for expor-
ers who currently depend on
Amritsar and Chandigarh air-
ports for cargo movement,

Prime Minister Modi later

on "X, “The inauguration
of a terminal building at the
Halbwara Airport is 8 moment of
immense jov for the people of
Punjab, especially Ludhiana
and surrounding areas. Ludhi-
ana. as we all know, is a vital
industrial and commercial hub
in Northern India. This city is
kniown for its dynamic people.
Oor Government is working
tirelessly to improve air connec-
tivity for this city, reflecting in
the ongoing works for & modemn
airport.”

Speaking at Dera Sachkhand
Bailan in Jalandhar, PM Modi
suid the inauguration of the
Halwara civil terminal would
help develop Ludhisna, Jalan-
dhar and Hoshiarpur as centres
of growth and progress.

The airport's terminal build-
ing project is a /4.67-crore
joint venture between the Pun-
jab government and the Air-
ports Auvtharity of India, and
has the capacity to handle 300
passengers at & tme.
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Modi to visit Punjab
today to unveil
renamed airport

The Hindu Bureau

CHANDIGARH

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Punjab on
Sunday, during which he
will unveil the renaming of
Adampur airport in Jaland-
har district as ‘Sri Guru Ra-
vidas Ji’ Airport. The Prime
Minister will also inaugu-
rate the terminal building
at Halwara Airport in Lud-
hiana.

To celebrate the 649th
birth anniversary of Guru
Ravidas, the renaming of
Adampur airport honours
the revered saint and social
reformer..., an official
statement said.

Mr. Modi will be at Dera
Sach Khand Ballan at Bal-
lan village and will meet
Sant Niranjan Dass, who
was recently named for the
Padma Shri. The visit as-
sumes political signifi-
cance, pointing to the par-

Narendra Modi

ty’s Dalit outreach in the
run-up to the Punjab As-
sembly election due in ear-
ly 2027.

The statement added
that the terminal building
at Halwara Airport will
serve as a new gateway for
Punjab, connecting Lud-
hiana and its surrounding
industrial and agricultural
belt, thereby strengthen-
ing the State’s aviation in-
frastructure. Halwara also
houses an Indian Air Force
station.

1 FEBRUARY 2026
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Modi renames
Adampur airport
after Guru Ravidass

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday renamed
the Adampur airport in
Punjab’s Jalandhar district
as ‘Shri Guru Ravidass
Maharaj Ji’ Airport and vir-
tually inaugurated the civil
terminal building at Halwa-
ra airport in Ludhiana.

Mr. Modi visited ‘Dera
Sach Khand Ballan’ at Bal-
lan village on ‘Ravidass
Jayanti’ on the occasion of
the 649th birth anniver-
sary of Guru Ravidass, the
revered saint and social re-
former. The Prime Minister
met Sant Niranjan Dass,
the head of Dera Sach
Khand Ballan, who was re-
cently conferred the Pad-
ma Shri.

“It is a matter of im-
mense honour and pride
that today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Sant Ra-
vidass Jayanti, it has been
decided that the Adampur
Airport will now onwards
be known as Shri Guru Ra-
vidass Maharaj Ji Airport,”
he said, adding “it was a
very special feeling to be at
Dera Sachkhand Ballan on
the jayanti of Shri Guru Ra-
vidass Maharaj Ji.”

Trade deal with Europe
Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister high-
lighted how Punjab is set to
play a key role in India’s
newly signed trade deal
with Europe. He said the
deal, which is being de-
scribed as the “mother of
all deals”, would create
huge export opportunities
for products made in Pun-
jab. This deal, he said, will

PM MNarendra Modi and Sant

Niranjan Dass during the Sant
Ravidass Ji Jayanti celebration
in Jalandhar on Sunday. ANI

open up European mar-
kets for Punjab’s hosiery,
sports goods, and other in-
dustries. Mr. Modi urged
Punjab’s business leaders
to focus on producing
high-quality Indian pro-
ducts for international
buyers, reap the optimum
benefits of the deal.

Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann, at the in-
auguration of the terminal
building at Halwara air-
port, reiterated his de-
mand to the Government
of India to name the air-
port after martyr Shaheed
Kartar Singh Sarabha, call-
ing it a fitting tribute to one
of the youngest icons of In-
dia’s freedom struggle.

Meanwhile in a state-
ment, Mr. Mann said the
Union Budget has once
again failed to meet the ex-
pectations of Punjab. He
stated that the Budget off-
ers no minimum support
price guarantee for farm-
ers, no employment assu-
rance for the youth, and no
relief for industry or taxa-
tion.
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PM Modi to inaugurate civil
terminal of Halwara airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Sunday inaugu-
rate the civil terminal of the
Halwara airport in Punjab
and name the Adampur
airport after Sant Ravidas.

“On the auspicious occa-
sion of the 649th birth
anniversary of Sant Guru
Ravidas ji, the renaming of
Adampur Airport honours
the revered saint and social
reformer whose teachings of
equality, compassion, and
human dignity continue to
inspire India's social ethos,”
a statement from the PMO
said.

The prime minister will
visit Adampur airport on
sunday where he will unveil
its new name — Sri Guru
Ravidas Ji Airport.

Further advancing avia-
tion infrastructure in Punjab,
the terminal building at
Halwara airport will estab-
lish a new gateway for the
state, catering to Ludhiana
and its surrounding industri-
al and agricultural hinter-
land.

Located in Ludhiana dis-

trict, Halwara is also home
to a strategically important
Indian Air Force station.

The previous airport at
Ludhiana had a relatively
small runway, suitable for
small-size aircrafts.

To improve connectivity
and accommodate larger
aircrafts, a new civil enclave
has been developed at
Halwara which has a longer
runway capable of handling
A320-type aircrafts.

“Aligned with prime min-
ister's vision of sustainable
and environmentally
responsible development,

. |

the terminal
incorporates several green
and energy-efficient
features, including LED
lighting, insulated roofing,
rainwater harvesting
systems, sewage and water
treatment plants,
and the use of recycled
water for landscaping,” the
PMO statement said.

The architectural design
reflects Punjab’s rich cultur-
al heritage, offering
passengers a distinctive and
regionally inspired travel
experience, the
statement said.




AIRPUH TSAUTHORI T"t UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

DELHI

2 FEBRUARY 20426

Punjab: PM Modi renames Adampur
airport after Guru Ravidas

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B .Jalandhar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday renamed the
Adampur airport here after
Guru Ravidas on the revered
saint’s birth anniversary and
also virtually inaugurated the
terminal building at the
Halwara airport in Ludhiana.

The prime minister reached
the Adampur airport at
around 3.45 pm from Delhi fol-
lowing the presentation of
the Union Budget in
Parliament.

Maodi said it is a matter of
immense honour and pride
that today, on the auspicious
occasion of Sant Ravidas
Jayanti, it has been decided
that the Adampur airport will
now be known as 'Shri Guru
Ravidass Maharaj Ji Airport’.

From the airport, he visited
Dera Sachkhand Ballan here
on the occasion of the 649th
birth anniversary of Guru

Ravidas.

"This is a joyous day for
countless people. Itis a fitting
tribute to the timeless ideals
of Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj
Ji. His message of equality,
compassion and service con-
tinues to motivate us all
greatly,” Modi later said in a
post on X.

He also virtually inaugu-
rated the terminal building of
the Halwara airport in
Ludhiana, which will further
advance aviation infrastruc-
ture in Punjab.

"The inauguration of a ter-
minal building at the Halwara
airport is a moment of
immense joy for the people of
Punjab, especially Ludhiana
and surrounding areas.
Ludhiana, as we all know, is a
vital industrial and commer-
cial hub in Northern India.

"This city is known for its
dynamic people. Our govem-
ment is working tirelessly to
improve air connectivity for

Prime Minister Marendra Modi unveils a plague to mark the renaming of
Adampur Airport as Shri Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ji Airport Tl

this city, reflecting in the
ongoing works for a modern
airport,” said Modi.
Developed at the Indian
Air Force base in Halwara in
the Raikot subdivision, the
civil terminal is expected to
significantly enhance air con-
nectivity and boost industrial

and economic growth in the
region.

The airport’s terminal build-
ing project is a Rs 54.67-crore
joint venture between the
Punjab government and the
Airports Authority of India.

On the occasion, Union Civil
Aviation minister Ram Mohan

Naidu Kinjarapu, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann,
Union minister Ravneet Singh
Bittu and other dignitaries
were present at the Halwara
airport in Ludhiana.

Tight security arrangements
were made for PM Modi's
Jalandhar visit.

The operationalization of
Halwara airport's terminal
building is expected to
enhance air connectivity in the
region significantly, provid-
ing a boost to industrial activ-
ity, tourism, healthcare, and
education, and thereby con-
tributing to the overall socio-
economic development of
Punijab, officials said.

Earlier, the airport at
Ludhiana had a relatively
small runway, suitable for
small-sized aircraft. To
improve connectivity and
accommodate larger planes,
a new civil enclave has been
developed at Halwara which
has a longer runway capable
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PM renames Adampur
Airportafter Sant Ravidas

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Chandigarh,1 February

rime Minister
Narendra Modi
visited Dera

Sachkhand Ballan,
the most prominent religious
seat of the Ravidassia
community on the occasion
of Sant Ravidas's649th birth
anniversary, in Jalandharon
Sunday:.

Upon his arrival, the Prime
Minister helda private 10-mimute
meeting with the Dera head,
Sant Niranjan Das Ji. During
this spiritual visit, the Prime
Minister paid his obeisance,
saton the floor with devotees
to partake in the traditional
community meal (langar),
and addressed the gathered
congregation.

The visit began with Modi
landing at the Adampur Airpot,
where he performed the
ceremonial renaming of the
facility as "Sri Guru Ravidas

' 6
‘I]'i‘

P Narendra Mod| belng fellcitated by Sant Miranjan Dass
during the &49th Sant Ravidas 1l Jayantl celebrations In

Jalandhar on Sunday.

MaharajJi Airport, Adampur.

Hethen virtually inaugurated
the Ludhiana International
Airport at Halwara. A notable
highlight of the virtual ceremony
was the inaugural screenthat
displayed messages in four
languages — Punjabi, Hindi,
Sanskrit, and English - as the

, B2 February 2026

LANID

Prime Minister pressed the
remote button to mark the
opening

The Prime Ministers itinerary
inchided acurated interaction
with agroupof approximately
100 individuals selected by
the BIP. In his address at the
Dera, Modi echoed theteachings

of the revered saints and
reiterated the central
government’s commitment
to the holistic development
ul'ﬁmjdh Senior BIPleaders,
including National General
Secretary Tarun Chugh, had
coordinated the visit toensure
apersonal interaction between
the Prime Minister and the
spiritual leadership of the
Dera.

Political observers view the
high-pmofile visit to the Dalit
community’s most influential
religiouscentre as asignificant
strategic move by the BJP
ahead of the 2027 Punjab
Assembly elections.

By fulfilling thelong- H'Ldl'ﬂfn.‘.__.
demand for renaming the
Adampur Airport and
operationalising the Halwara
terminal, the Prime Minister
has addressed both the cul ural
sentiments and the infrastrocture
needs of the state, aiming to
strengthen the party's footprint

inthe region.
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PM to rename Adampur airport
after Ravidas in Dalit outreach

Kumar.Rakesh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi will on Sunday re-
name the Adampurairport
after the saint Ravidas, a
revered figure especially
among Dalits, and visit De-
ra Sachkhand Ballan, the
headquarters of the Ravi-
dassia community, as part
of continuing outreach to
hisfollowers present in big
numbers not only in Pun-
jab but in several other
states.

Modi's decision to time
the renaming of the facili-
ty as “Sri Guru Ravidas Ji
Airport” — demand for
whichwas beingmadefora
long time — with the
saint's 649th birth anniver-
sary and associating him-
self with the event and

scheduling a visit to the de-
raunderlineshisemphasis
on cultivating a communi-
ty which is important to
BJP interms of notonly its
politics but also its larger
cultural agenda.

He has in the past years
launched projects for the de-
velopment of the birthplace
of Ravidas, a Bhakti move-
ment poet-saint born in Va-

ranasi, which is Modi’'s par-

liamentary constituency,
for building his memaorial
in Sagar in MP and visited
Ravidas temples to pay trib-
utes.

During his visit, Modi
will attend a public pro-
gramme and interact with
Niranjan Dass, the dera's
spiritual head, who was
awarded a Padma Shri this
Republic Day eve.

The dera is based in Ja-

landhar, a part of Doaba re-
gion where the concentra-
tion of SCs is higher than
the rest of the state.

While Dalits account for
nearly 32% of the popula-
tion in Punjab, more than
any other state, they are
nearly 42% in Doaba.

Though Dalits in Punjab
are divided in several sub-
groups, Raviadassia com-
munity, which comprises 10-
12% of the population, is
one of the bigger ones and
Ravidas is a respected fig-
ureamong SCs.

Reaching out to disad-
vantaged castes has been a
part of BJP's drive, for its
agenda of Hindu cohesion
and has helped the party's
growth.

Punjab assembly elec-
tions are due in the first
gquarter of next vear.

1 FEBRUARY 2026
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Halwaraairportopens, flights from March

SHIVANI BHAKOO

LUPENH LN A, FEE FUARY 1

The industrial belt pot its first
airport at Habwara on Sunday,
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi virtually inaugiirat-
ing the facility from Adampur
at 3.50 pm. Chief Minister

Bhagwant Singh DMann,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
EKinjarapu Rammoehan Naidu,
Union Minister of State for
Railways Ravneet Singh Bittu
were al the awrport for the
inalguration ceremony,
Mann reifterated  his
demand to the Centre to

name the airport after Sha-
heed Kartar Singh Sarabha,
calling it a fitting tribute to
one of the voungest icons of
India's freedom struggle.
“Shaheed Kartar Singh
Sarabha laid down his hife for
the motherland when hewas
just 19 wears old. His

supreme sacrifice inspired
millions to rise against
British imperialism, and
even Shaheed-e-Azam Bha-
gat Singh regarded him as
his mle model,” he said.

Flights to Delhi are expect-
ed to become operational
from March.
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ains and differential rate for promoters
* MLAT regime rationalisation tofacilitate
rmhratu.u 160 new tax regima
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* BCDexemption extended on pneumatic
tyres, gliders or simulators used for aircraft
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izains and differential rate for promoters



AIRPORT S ALH HDH# H QOF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 31 JANUARY 2026

HC questions
DGCA over
relaxation of
norms for airlines

NEW DELHI, PTI: The Delhi
High Court on Friday ques-
tioned the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation on the
“indefinite” relaxation given
to airlines with respect to
the implementation of new
norms on weekly rest and
leaves for pilots.

Issuing notice on a public
interest litigation on the is-
sue, a bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Kariaasked the aviation
regulator to explain the “ra-
tionale” behind its decision
toimmediately withdraw the
new flight-duty norm, which
said that “no leave shall be
substituted by weekly rest”.

The bench asked the
DGCA as well as IndiGo to
file their response in two
weeks. On December 5,
2025, DGCA rolled out the
exemption to Flight Duty
Time Limitations to enable
IndiGo to have more pilots
on duty to reduce the dis-
ruptions. IndiGo cancelled
hundreds of flights across
the country in the first week
of December lastyear asthe
airline was not prepared
to implement the new
flight-duty norms for pilots.
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Air India Resumes
Direct Flights between
Shanghai and Delhi

Beljing: Alr Indiaon Sunday laun
ched the Shanghni-Delhi direct
flight resuming its services betwe-
en the two cities after a gap of abo-
ut six vears, The inaugural Shang-
hai-New Delhi flight departed
from Shanghal Pudong Internatio
nal Alrport, carry ing over 230 pas
sengors on board the Boeing 787
aircraft, the Indian Consulaie in
Shanghai said. The resumption of
AfrIndiaflighi= representsa signi
ficant milestone in normalising bi
lateral alr connectivity following
the suspemsion of services inearly
M0, —PTI
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INTERGLOBE AVIATION =
25,300 mom ez

12 MONTH TARGET
CMPLT) 45897
P/E 552

Market Cap frer) 1,77,431
Div. Yield %) oz
Inst. Holding M%) 531
Promoter Holding (%) 416

STOP LOSS 4,160 m FEE 1, 25

For the aviation sector, the budget has not offered any
direct Incentives. However, it has proposed to exempl
customs duty on components and parts required for
the manufacture of civilian, training and other alrcraft
This measure is expected to reduce maintenance cost
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LUCKNOW
Flight makes
emergency

landing
A Jeddah-bound Saudia
Airlines aircraft returmned
to Lucknow and made an
emergency landing on
Friday after a cabin press-
ure problem was reported
mid-air, triggering breath-
ing discomfort among
some passengers, officials
sald. The aircraft, operat-
ing flight SV-831 from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport to
Jedd ah, developed a tech-
nical issue when it was
near Mumbai. Sources
said the cabin pressure
problem led to uneasiness
and breathing difficulty for
a few passengers, promp-
ting the pilot to seekan
immediate landing.
-Biswajeet Banerjee
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QUESTIONS RAISED | ‘Indefinite’ relaxation to
carriers on pilots’ weekly rest, leave irks court

HC glare on DGCA
over rules for pilots

Agencies

NEWDELH

The Delhi High Court on
Friday questioned the DGCA
on the “indefinite” relaxation
given to airlines with respect
to the implementation of new
norms on weekly rest and
leaves for pilots.

Issuing notice on a public
interest litigation (PIL) on the
issue, a bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia asked the aviation
regulator to explain the
“rationale” behind its decision
to immediately withdraw the
new flight-duty norm which
said that "no leave shall be
substituted by weekly rest”.

The bench asked the
Directorate General of Civil
Association’s (DGCA) as well
as IndiGo to file their
response to the FIL in two
weeks.

On December 5 2025
DGCA rolled out the exemp-
tion to Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) o enable

‘Include Manjeet in squad
for 2026 Winter Olympics’

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Friday ordered
that the name of Manjeet be included in the list of ath-
letes representing India in Cross Country Skiing at the
Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Olympic Games. While
allowing the petition, the High Court expressed its dis-
pleasure with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports'
stance and stated that it cannot remain a mute spec-
tator. The High Court passed the direction on the plea

moved on bebalf of Manjeet.

IndiGo to have more pilots on
duty to reduce the disruptions
and normalise operations.
IndiGo cancelled hundreds
of flights across the country in
the first week of December
last vear as the airline was not
adequately prepared to
implement the new flight-
duty norms for pilots.
Counsel for DGCA on
Friday submitted that the
regulator was monitoring the
situation after the FDTL came
into operation on November 1,
2025, and the decision to with-
draw was taken in light of an

audit as well as representa-
tions from airlines on pilots
clubbing the two types of offs

She clarified that even after
the December 5 decision,
while weekly rest for pilots
continued w be mandatory
and governed by the CAR,
leaves were a matter of
contract between a pilot and
airline.

DGCA counsel also said
that a specific relaxation from
night duty norms, through
another letter issued on
December 5, was given to
IndiGo till February 10.
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[ndiGo flight makes emergency
landing after bomb threat

FPJNews Service
AHMEDABAD

An IndiGo international fi
ght en route from Kuwait to
Delhi was forced to make an
emergency landing at Ah
medabad airport on Tuesday
after a bomb and hijack th-
reat note was discovered
onboard, triggering panic
and a massive security op-
eration. The threat, written
on a tissue paper, warned of
blowing up the aircraft, pr-
ompting authorities to act-
ivate standard aviation sec-
urity protocolsimmediately.
The aircraft, carrying ar-
ound 180 passengers, landed
safely at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport,
where all passengers were
deplaned and subjected to
detailed security checks
Their cabin and checdk-in
baggage were also thoro-
ughly examined by multiple
security agencies, including

prr—

the Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad (BDDS).
According t airport so-
urces, the security screening
of passengers and luggage is a
time-consuming process and
may delay the onward jou-
rney by nearly two hours
“The checking of the aircraft
has been completed, while
passenger and baggage sc-
reening is currently und-
erway. So far, nothing sus-
picious has been found,” a
senior airport official said.
Confirming the devel-
opment, PI ND. Nakum of the
Airport Police Station stated
that all safety procedures
were followed without ex-
ception. “After receiving the
threat, security agencies were

immediately alerted. A co-
mplete anti-sabotage check
ofthe aircraft was carried out
by the BDDS. No object-
ionable or explosive material
was found during the inw-
estigation,” Nakum said. ad-
ding that further inguiry is
being conducted as per pr-
otcol to trace the origin of
thethreat.

The incident comes close
onthe heelsofa series of hoax
bomb threats reported ac-
ross Gujarat in recent weeks,
raising serious concerns over
aviation and public infra-
structure security. Just two
days ago, on January 27, an
anonymous email threatened
to blow up the Ahmedabad
airport, claiming a bomb had
been planted in the luggage
section. After an intensive
search operation, the threat
was declared a hoax, and a
formal complaint was reg-
istered by airport security
authorities.
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IndiGo plane forced
into emergency

landing over threat
VARANASE An IndiGo
Airlines aircraft was forced
to make an emergency
landing at the Lal Bahadur
Shastri International
Airport in Varansi on
Sunday after a note
claiming that there was a
bomb in the aircraft was
found written on a piece of
paper. The aircraft was
carrying over 200
passengers from
Hyderabad to Varanasi,
police said. Airport officials
said security agencies are
conducting further
investigations into the
incident.
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No compromise on pilots’
weekly rest: DGCA to HC

Asian News International
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Friday issued notice to
the Union government, the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), and InterGlobe Avi-
ation, operator of IndiGo Air-
lines, on a plea challenging the
aviation regulator’s decision to
grant relaxations under the
revised Flight Duty Time Limita-
tion (FDTL) norms.

During the hearing of the pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL), the
DGCA categorically informed
the court that mandatory weekly
rest for pilots has not been
relaxed for any airline. Appear-
ing for the regulator, advocate
Anjana Gosain submitted that
the requirement of weekly rest
remains fully operational and
has not been withdrawn or
diluted.

“Weekly rest is non-negotia-
ble. It cannot be tampered with.
No relaxation has been given to
any airline in this regard,”
Gosain told the court, adding
that the position may be for-
mally recorded.

She clarified that the only
relaxation granted by the DGCA
pertains to night operations and
that, too, is strictly limited until
February 10, 2026, to enable

IndiGo was allowed an exemption from the FDTL rules till
February 10,a move experts at the time said jeopardises safety. pn

operational adjustments during
the transition phase.

The PIL alleges that the DGCA
has effectively kept the revised
FDTL regulations in abeyance
till February 10, 2026, and con-
tends that the regulator lacks
statutory authority to suspend
notified safety norms governing
pilot fatigue and passenger
safety, particularly in the back-
drop of widespread flight cancel-
lations and delays witnessed in
December 2025.

However, the DGCA and
IndiGo dispute this claim, main-
taining that the FDTL regula-
tions have not been kept in abey-
ance and that only specific, time-
bound relaxations have been
granted, without diluting core

safety requirements, such as
weekly rest.

The petition has been filed by
Sabari Roy Lenka, a former air-
craft engineer, along with Aman
Monga, a Crew Resource Man-
agement (CRM) trainer, and
Kiran Singh, a social worker. The
petitioners assert that even tem-
porary relaxations under the
FDTL regime undermine pas-
senger safety and that the DGCA
lacks statutory authority to defer
or dilute the notified safety regu-
lations.

They have also challenged the
practice of airlines branding
themselves as “low-cost carri-
ers,” arguing that there is no
statutory definition or legal rec-
ognition of such a classification

under existing aviation laws or
Civil Aviation Requirements.

The court has sought detailed
responses from the Centre, the
DGCA, and IndiGo, and directed
that the matter be listed again
after four weeks, with the avia-
tion regulator required to place
its detailed stand on record.

The revised FDTL norms,
notified by the DGCA in 2025,
were introduced to strengthen
aviation safety by limiting pilot
duty hours, enhancing manda-
tory rest periods, and curbing
excessive night landings, thereby
aligning Indian aviation stan-
dards with global fatigue-risk
management principles.

The development comes
weeks after one of the worst avi-
ation crises in India when opera-
tions of IndiGo, which has a 60%
market share, collapsed between
December 3 and 5.

A  government inquiry
released earlier this month
found the airline “failed to ade-
quately identify planning defi-
ciencies” and maintained “mini-
mal recovery margins” despite
having two years to prepare for
the regulations.

At the time, IndiGo was
allowed an exemption from the
FDTL rules till February 10, a
move experts at the time said
jeopardises safety.
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Centre floats incentives for manufacture
of training aircraft, seaplane operations

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Sunday announced incen-
tives for the manufacture
of aircraft in India, includ-
ing training aircraft and
seaplanes, in the Union
Budget.

The Minister has pro-
posed removal of the 7.5%

to 15% basic customs duty
currently applicable on
“components  and
parts required for
the manufacture of
civilian, training and
other aircraft”, as
well as the exemp-
tion of basic customs
duty on raw materials im-
ported for aircraft mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul
services in the defence sec-

tor. The civilian aerospace
sector, which also has a si-
milar demand, waits
to read the fine
print in Ms. Sithara-
man’s Budget.

The Minister has
also announced “in-
centives to indige-

nise manufacturing of sea-
planes” to  enhance
“last-mile  connectivity,
and promote tourism”.

A viability gap funding
scheme will also be intro-
duced to support the use of
seaplanes, Ms. Sitharaman
said.

Seaplane flights are part
of the UDAN scheme since
2018, but no routes have
taken off yet. A modified
UDAN scheme announced
in the previous Union Bud-
get is awaiting Cabinet ap-
proval.
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Push for seaplane manufacturing backed by viability gap funding

F&'ﬂl.h:&'l_mmn.:m
MEW DELH|

he govermment will
T push inaligrenons manu-
Eacturing of seaplanes as
partola beoasder effort to boost
touriam and  strengthen
regional air connectivity. A
viability gap funding (VGF)
sehemewill abo be introdueed
o supgsort thelr operatbons.
Fimamie minister Nimmala
Sitharaman. while presenting
thie Undom budgget for FY' 27 on
Samday, sakd, “Inorder o pro-
e tosr s we will also push
Tow inaligrenous mamufscturing
of sea planes_ progeose to gve
Incentives to indigenized
manufscturing of sea planes. A
VGF sofweime will also be intmo-
duced to provide suggsert for
aperations.”
Senplanes are typdeaily clas-

sified as small alreraft with
seatlng capaclties of about
nine w 34} passengers.
Deatled guldelines for the
Incentives and VGF scheme
are vet to be formally
annatneed.

IMscusslons around sea-
plane ogerations in India have
been gathering pace_ driven by
thes Uldam (U de Dish do Aam
Mgkl reglonal eonmectiviny
scheme, even a8 the country
currently has few domestic
manufcturers of seaplanes or
amphiblous arerafl.

State-rum Hindustan Aero-
manities Lad (HAL) sald a0 the
Wings India 2026 aviation
summit that it lsexpanding its
elvilaviathon portfolio, includ-
ing showcasing the H-IX5
Amphildan (the seaplane vari-
ant of the H-228) and other
Indige nous platforms almedat
Iwwcest gy regicanal conasee tvity.

Civil nvinthon mindster K.
Rammuohan Maldo has earller
sabil the government is explor-
Ing collaborations with Indkn
muanulacturers such as HAL
and Mahindra Aerospace 10
promaote domestie amplithi-
oes alreraft manufaciuring.

India awarded 48 seaplane
rewrtes in October 20025, with
the majority of them bedng in
Rerala. Losw-cost carrler Sph-
cedet Lid and reglonal airline
Lndiatine have permissions to
aperate seapline services,
while MEHAIR (Marltime
Energy Hell Alr Services Pyt
Laali hias also won rowste per-
muts wnder the Udan scheme.

SpeeeJot carried out demon-
strathon Aighes i 3004 el has
approvals for 200 routes. In
November 2024, the Ajay
Singh-led alrline s it woukd
begin operathons in 20025 on
rostes including  Lakshad-

Talks srdund seaplane aperations in India have bésn gathering

pace, driven by the Udsn regional connectivity scheme m

weep, Hyderabad, Guwahati
and Shillong, subject todnlr-
striciure readiness, it servi-
cesane yel lostart A brie[sem-
plane  serviee  between
Ahmedabad’s Sabarmatl Kiv-
erfromnt and the Saatee of Unity

at Kevadia bn Owtober B020
was suspersded duse o covid.
Gandhinagar-based [ndia-
Ut |5 i dlscussdons with De
Havilland Canaia to indoet
seaplanes In November 2025,
[k Haowilland Adreraft of

Canails safel ImliaOne hod
slgneed a letter of Intent to
acquire up to 10 Twin Oter

Mol permit s sl awalted.
Skvhop s nol related to Sphee-
Jet

Serles  300-G  alreraft, “Seaplane manufarturing
announced ot the Dubal Adr | posh will see the rise of allied
Show. Infrastructure ke water aeno-

MEHAIR has dromes. Inteyms of
nof vel restaried @ileielyg| (ol regional connec-
seaplane opsera- TOURISM tvity this ko major
tions, though push as Uldan doses
reports sugpest (1 INDUAawarded 48 e prowdsbons o
has  expressed %éﬁfigﬁéﬂ:& develop  water
imlerest in Seming e majnciry in aerodromes. How-
up manufocturing  Kerala wver, alol depends
[ilithes i Anidhra on the viability of
Pradesh. The firm m;dm'mrm routes and the
currently offers o7 ey dhemind genermted
jrivaiechanerser- 7550 crove against e theessie sesgrments.
vices acoondingio 540 crore | st year But overall, sea
Its wehsite. plane manufichar-

Recemtly, Avand I s s s s s

Singh-run Skyhop Aviation
Pt Ltd recelved a no-ohijee-
thon certificae from the clvil
aviatson minkstry for dedicaed
seaplane operations, thougha

itive,” sagil Jagmmnarayan Pad-
maneshilum, senbor disector and
hohal head, consulting, Crisil
Intelligence.

Unler Uidan the FY27 bud-

petry allocation has hicreased
I 2% 10 B350 croee, compared
with T340 coore bn the previ-
NS YT,

The revised estimate for
FY26 s 14345 crore, acoord-
Ing o bawlget documents.

By coumparksan_ actual Udan
disbursement In FY25 was
E7R9.3 crore.

VGF disbursed 1o alrlines
peaked s 1807 crore ln FY 24,
Tellto TH2S crovein FY25, and
s proviskonally pegged ad THET
erore for FY26.

Acumulative $4300 crore
has been disbursed sines
FY18.

As of 30 Jamury 2026, 93
alrponis.  comprising 73
unserverd and M underseryved
alrports including L5 heliports
and two water serodnomies,
il been developed and oper-
attonalized under thie regional
conmectiviny scheme.
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Al resumes
nnn-_stnﬁ )
Delhi-Shanghai
flights

ASHOKE RAJ

W New Delhi

Air India on Sunday marked
the resumption of its non-
stop Delhi-Shanghai service
with an inaugural ceremony
at Shanghai's Pudong
International Airport,
reopening a key air link
between India and China
after a gap of nearly six years.

India's Consul General in
Shanghai, Pratik Mathur,
attended the event as the
Chief Guest. To
commemorate the
milestone, the Consul
General handed over the first
boarding passes to
passengers |aiswal and Lai,
symbolically flagging off the
restarted service.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mathur said the revival of the
direct air connection would
significantly strengthen
people-to-people ties and
provide fresh momentum to
business, tourism and trade.
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Bigger Al fleet lifts flight hopes

SANJAY MANDAL

Hyderabad: Air India will explore add-
ing more international destinations
from Caleutta once new alreraft, for
which orders have already been placed,
join its fleet, said Campbell Wilson,
chief executive officer and manag-

ing director of the Tata Sons-owned

The aidine will assess demand from
different cities and then allocate air-
eraft accordingly, Wilson said.

Sinee 2023, Air India has placed
orders for 600 new aircrafl, of which
100 have been delivered, abrfine offi-
cials said. The remaining aircraft are
scheduled (o join the fleet by 2032, they
added.

Amomng the new additions is the
Boeing THT9, which was unveiled at the
Wings India 2026 aviation summit in
Hyderabad this weok. The alreraft, fea-
turing cabin interiors customised for
Air India, is scheduled to begin com-
meirclal operations between Mumbal

Camphell Wilson, CEO and MDD
ol Ajr India, in Hyderabad

and Frankfurt from Februwary 1.

*As now alreraft start coming in, we
will consolidate om: bases, First, we are
looking at Delhi and Mumbai, and then
Bengaluru,” Wilson said. *We will also
be stud ving demand and feeding the
hungry mouths in other cities,”

Om ineressing flights from the city,
he said: “When more aircraft start
joining the fleet, we will definitely be
adding flights out of Caleutta.”

Aslood about the possibility of oper-

ating o direct Might between Calcutta
and London — a long-standing demand
from passengers — Wilson said: “The
London flight is on our radar.™

Alr India eardier operated a popua-
Iar nom-stop Calcutta-London serviee,
which was later withdrawn, During
the Covid-19 pandemic, the airline ran
Vande Bharat flights between the two
cities, but these were discontinned as
the pandemic sased.

At present, Alr India does notop-
erate any international flights from
Caleutta, airport sources said. The air-
line runs 16 daily domestic services —
10 to Delhi and six to Muonbal — from
the city. Air India Express, the group's
low<ost carrier, operates arownd 15 do-
mestic fights from Caleutia (o various
destinations.

Officials at the Calcutta airport
sqid they plan to approach Air India to
resume international operations from
the city, incloding a serviee to London.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Al international flight hope

B FROM PAGE 7

“W have rocefved duta from
itve Trovel Agents Federation
uf Indla (Tafl) showlng thata
numher of PASACMECTS Tom
Calrutin travel o Earope and
e U8 vin other Indiun cities,”
& BTl official of tho Calcuta
ATt an,

“We will be writing to Adr
Iniia with thess flgures, re-
UARHTE tho IMEraTuEiion of

International Qighes * the of-
il ducdlexd

Al Punjabi, eastern re-
glon chitrman of Tafl, said
Caleutta hus potential for
lomg-hatl internadlonal sor
VIDEE.

“Caloutta has consist-
antly domansirated strong
onbonnd pAREET T Aomand,
both tn business and economgy
clams. Aroumt 26% of totil -
WAt Al ARRATIIT S 1o

hie ey e bosd for the UL
Europe and the D5," Funiabl
aatil

“Given Colruttn's siruteglo
Lempurtanc, st oorporae
Presenco and growing giohal
emnectivily nesds, the intro-
durtion of dinsctinternational
flghts wanld e commmarially
Vinhde aned mandundly hemeficial
for airlines, passengers and
the alrpart scosysmem,” he
Ao

INSIDETHE BOEING 787-9

Fully fiai beds and wirsless chargng pads

India's new baspoks Boeing TH7-9 aircraf,
urwalked at the Wings India 2026 aviation

manutaciurer— Boeing in s case —
wilh interiors, seats and fealures
Installed &t tha factory according to
thre arine s speciications

Wilson smd the new interiors would
becoma tha standard across Alr India's

TET-0 aimorat, of

wvant in Hydembad on Tuesday. Boaing 7ET fleat. Tha airine has placed
The linefit, twin-aizle airoratt will an arder for 20 Bosing
operats on the MusmbalkFrankiun routa which this Is the first o be deliverad,

freem Fabruary 1, CamphballWilsan, chiaf
mecutyve officer and managing direciar
ol Ak ndla, sald in Hyderabad. & line-fa
alrcralt (s celiversd directly from the

an airfing official said. Metro ook a tour
of the aircraft, which was fiown from
Deelhi io Hyderabad on Jesnuery &7 and
showcasad at the evant, A peak:

‘-ﬂ-

The Air India Boeing TR7-8 m Hyderabad on Tuesday

CAPACITY: The aircraft has 286 seats — A0 in business class,
28 in premivm economy and 238 in economy class,

Y comdbry inomid.

7| Faibrie seats: Sears 10 this sircraftcoms in fabicie
rather than laathar, an Alr Inidla official said

Seaty inull three clnsses are (o fubrie. While fab-
ric swts ars mors chalingin
Texther, the airline opmd for them with prasanger

it mnadntaln thin

“The top priortty s passsniper experience and
50, despdee the challenges, the declsion was o g0
WALL Mk seas. W will pot fmi et alfor o
mudntennnce,” the officinl

sakl

Moo figgh ingg: Tho 1000
Itgnting system has been
developed tn collaboruton
with Tata EIXs1. Thora are
10 cnsiom MEhing seemaes
designed for different pheses
of the Journey, ineluding

noaTANg, B3Ry damanstration,

(zko-olf, maals, sleap, wilkeup
and pra-landing.

Business claws: The cobin
foatibres fully flat, con-
worihie heds measuring
Mittnches Oneof the
new additions |s wireless
charging for mobiio de
vioos. This seats also come
with helehi-ndjusishbls
Armress

Shdimg doors fittod 0
each sent provida added
privaicy for tusiness cliss
Tassengers. “The factlity 18
Tresen iy ummnilahin dise
i peding regulatory op-
Dol am ofictil satl
Premium soonomy: 5021
e 442 condigurannm
fanture adfustahle calf and

A window seist

bag rests with three locking
posigoms, Kach seat 15 akso
equipped with i dedicaied
Borttle hodder,

Econamy: Economy clags
ROGER OO WL STE-Way
ndljuetabile heudrests ad
Bidlt-in neck suppart, de-
ELgmel fior PassaTIRT G-
fiart on. long-humul fights

Reporite. pletures by Sanjsy Mandal
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SHEKHAR SINGH

THINUIAE N9 S SENVECE

NEW DELHI, FERRUARY 1
The Centre has allocated Rs
2,102.87 crore to the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation
{MoCA) for 2026-27. a mod-
est rise from the revised
estimate of Rs 205549
crore  in 2025-26, but
sharply lower than the RHs
2,600.63 crore spent in 2024-
25, according to proposed
Budget announcement by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday.
The latest alloeation com-
prises Rs2.057.87 crore under
the revenue head and Bs 45

crore as capital expenditure,
In comparison, capital spend-
ing stood at Rs 97,12 crore in
2024-25 and Rs 41.01 crore in
the revised estimates for
2025-26, indicating that while
capital outlay has inched up
vear-on-vear, it remains less
than half of what was spent
W0 vears ago.

Spending under economic
services continues to domi-
nate the ministry's budget.
For 2026-27, Rs 1.972.90 crore
has been earmarked for eco-
nomie services, up slightly
from Rs 1921.02 crore in
2025-26 (RE). but down sig-
nificantly from Rs 2.600.63

crore in 2024-25. Of this, civ-
il aviation alone accounts for
Hs 1.856.90 crore, compared
to Hs 1,815.0]1 aore in the
previous year amd Rs

2.436.33 crore in 2024-25.
The

Regional
‘14 Connectivi-
tv Scheme
(RCS) has
AVIATION been allo-
cated Bs550
crore for 2026-27, This 15 a
dlear increase from Bs434.50
crore in the revised esti-
mates for 2025-26, but still
well short of the Rs 78331
crore actually spent in 2024-

25. The scheme, which
foruses on reviving
unserved and underserved
airstrips and strengthening
comnectivity in the North-
Eastern region, remains the
single largest programme
expenditure of the ministry.

Repulatory and  safety
institutions have seen target-
ed increases. The Directorate
General of Civil Awiation
(DGCA) has been allocated
Rs 342 crore m 2026-27, up
from Bs 330 crore in both the
Budget and revised esti-
mates for 2025-26, and signif-
icantly higher than the Rs
275.21 crore spent in 2024-25.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Seourity (BCAS) has
recerved Hs 114 crore, com-
pared to Bs 38 crore in 2025
26/ (RE) and Rs 84.44 crore in
2024-25, reflecting higher
spending on security equip-
ment, IT syvstems and inter-
national cooperation.
Provision for servicing
legacy habilities of Air
India Asset Holding Limit-
ed (SPV) has been reduced
to Rs 758.39 crore for 2026-
27. This marks a steady
decline from Rs 1,025.51
crore in 2025-26 and Hs
877.18 crore in 2024-25, con-
tinuing the tapering of gov-

location for aviation rises to 2,100 cr, but below FY25 peak

ernment support following
the airline’s disinvestment,

Capital outlay on civil avia-
tion has been pegped at Rs40
crore for 2026-27, slightly
higher than Rs 38.01 crore in
the revised estimates for
2025-26, but less than half of
the Rs85.36 crore provided in
2024-25. Investment through
internal and extra-budgetary
resources for the Airports
Authority of India (AAT) is
projected at Rs 4609.92 crore
in 2026-27, broadly stable
compared to Bs 468803 crome
in 2025-26, after dipping to Rs
4193.83 core in that vear's
revised estimates,
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