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UDAN SCHEME
TO ADD 120 NEW
DESTINATIONS IN
NEXT 10 YEARS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced
on Saturday that the government
will launch a modified version of
its regional connectivity scheme,
UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Naa-
grik), which will set out to con-
nect 120 new destinations over
the next decade.

“Inspired by the success of
UDAN, a modified scheme will be
launched to enhance regional
connectivity to 120 new destina-
tions and carry 40 million addi-
tional passengers in the next 10
years,” Sitharaman said.

The finance minister allocated
3530 crore for UDAN in 2025-26,
compared to the revised estimate
of 800 crore in 2024-25, The
scheme, launched by PM Naren-
dra Modi in October 2016, aims to
make air travel affordable by
improving connectivity from
unserved and underserved air-
ports. The modified scheme will
expand to include support for hel-
ipads and smaller airports in
hilly, aspirational, and northeast-
ern regional districts, she said.

According to the Economic
Survey tabled on Friday, UDAN
has already operationalised 619
routes connecting 88 airports,
including two water aerodromes
and 13 heliports. The survey also
revealed that airport operators
and developers, including the Air-
ports Authority of India, have
achieved 91% of their 91,000
crore capital expenditure plan for
FY20-FY25 as of November 2024.
In addition to the modified UDAN
scheme, Sitharaman announced
plans for new greenfield airports
in Bihar, supplementing the
ongoing expansion of Patna air-
port and development of a
brownfield airport at Bihta.

Industry leaders welcomed the
announcements. Pieter Elbers,
CEO of IndiGo, India’s largest air-
line, said, “The budget outlined
various great initiatives to
developa future-ready travel eco-
system, with emphasis on people
and infrastructure, and aviation
asa key enabler.”

Ramendra Verma, partner and
government consulting leader at
Grant Thornton Bharat, empha-
sised the scheme's broader eco-
nomic impact: “The modified
UDAN scheme will boost regional
connectivity, fostering economic
growth by enhancing trade, tour-
ism, and investment opportunities
across underserved areas”
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AAI to add cab pick-up point

| FEBRUARY 2025

opposite airport’s T1 terminal

The new location may be ready in March. The move will bring relief to passengers who were left

fuming when the pick-up point was shifted to the multi-level parking facility about six months ago

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

n what could be a big
lre]ief, air passengers

can board a cab oppo-
site the T1 domestic termi-
nal of the Chennai airport
from March. This used to
be the cab pick-up point
before being shifted to the
multi-level car parking lot
six months ago.

After the backlash from
passengers, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
has planned to add a se-
cond pick-up point.

Hence, from March,
passengers may board a
cab opposite the T1 termi-
nal or from the west wing
of the multi-level parking
lot.

Officials of the AAI said
the decision was made at a
high-level meeting held re-
cently to review the ongo-
ing works at the airport.
“We are creating a plaza

Facelift in progress: Officials say work to build a plaza with seating

-

and walkway facilities is on near the T1 terminal. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

opposite the Tl terminal
with landscaping, seating
and walkway [facilities].
The work will be complet-
ed next month. After that,
cab pick-ups can be done
from this location [as
well],” an official said.

Till early July last year,
air passengers could walk

to the cab pick-up point
(near the flagpole) oppo-
site the T1 terminal. Ho-
wever, the AAI changed
the arrangement subse-
quently, as a result of
which people had to head
to the second floor in the
west wing of multi-level car
parking to board a cab.

Passengers have been fum-
ing over this move as it
caused “tremendous difh-
culty”. It resulted in pas-
sengers carrying heavy
baggage and walking to the
multi-level car parking, be-
fore standing in a queue to
take a lift to the second
floor to board a cab.

Access pathway

Ravi Meenakshisundaram,
an advocate and a frequent
flyer, said though it was a
good move to have a cab
pick-up point opposite the
T1 terminal, it was impor-
tant to ensure an obstacle-
free access pathway to the
site. “The main issue is that
there is no dedicated path-
way [to the site] owing to
construction works that
are going on. Passengers
should not be forced to
drag their baggage and lift
it every now and then be-

fore they can board a cab,”
he said.
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New tech to reduce baggage
screening time at Abad airport

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: The interna-
tional terminal at Ahmed-
abad airport introduced a
new system to address con-
cerns about lengthy queues
and delays in baggage scree.
ning upon arrival. The Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national (SVPI) airport
launched a customs scree-
ningroomat Terminal 2, pro-
mising improved efficiency
for travellers.

The facility features sop-
histicated x-ray machines
that operate nearly five ti-

mes faster than the previous
ones, This enhancement al-
lows for quicker baggage col-
lection while improving cus
toms processing efficiency.
“Thenew svstem integra-
tes a CCTV monitoring sy-
stem to oversee the scree-

ning process and introduces
a dedicated line to manage
rejected bags without cau-
sing delays. This modifica-
tion prevents the need for
customs personnel to halt
the convevor when rejecting
bags, ensuring a smoother
flow of baggage and redu-
cingcongestion,” theairport
authorities said in a state-
ment,

The upgraded baggage
handling system ensures re-
duced processing time and
minimal delays for passeng-
ers, especially during busy
travel seasons.
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715.8 UNDER UDAN SCHEME, 619

have been operationalised so far.
T64.4
PURSUING A CAPEX PLAN 31415

874.1
OF 291,000 CR. ABOUT ; THE
91% OF THIS HAS BEEN 201516 &M - AreoRTS

AVIATION =

AIRPORT OPERATORS 2V
AND DEVELOPERS ~ 2013-14

ALREADY ACHIEVED.  1gi6.17 HAP? ;ﬁg
_ 2018 CAPACITY HAS

BEEN GRADUAL-

201819 LY INCREASING,

2019-20 REACHING 8.0

2020-21 MILLION MT IN

FY24.
201-22

2022-23
2023-24(P)

Number of passeagers carried (lakh)
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Aviation allocation drops
by 10%; 120 routes added

Flyinglow

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 1

The Centre has cut down
budgetary alloeation for
the civil aviation ministry
by nearly 10 per cent to
22.400.31 crore for 202526,
compared to T2,658.68
r:mr:- in the revised 2024-
25 Budget. The cut has
also been made for the
Regional Air Connectivity
scheme UDAN which is
s¢1 (o get THHO crore,
roughly 32 per cent lower
compared to T800 crore in
the previous vear.
However, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
said the government will
launch a modified UDAN
scheme to connect 120 des-
tinations to help four
crore additional passen.
gers in the next 10 years,
She added the govern
ment will also facilitate
Greenfield airports in
Bihar to meet fulure
nesds of the state. The
alrlines welcomed the pro-

posal to modify UDAN
scheme saying it will

make air travel more
accessible as well as help

boost overall economic
growth.

Praising the regional
connectivity scheme

Sitharaman said, in her

1540 ¢r

» The money allocat-
ed for the UDAN
scheme is now 32%
lower that last year's
7800 crore.

Budget speech, that
UDAN has enabled 1.5
crare middle-class people
to meet their asplrations
for speedier travel. The
scheme has connocted 88
airports amd opera
tionalised 619 routes.
Inspired by that success, a
modified UDAN scheme
will be launched to
enhance regional connec
tivity to 120 new destina-
tions.

This scheme will also
support helipads and
smaller airports in hilly,
aspirational, and North
East region districts, stat-
ed the finance minister.

She added the govern-
ment will factlitate upgra-
dation of infrastructurs
and warehousing for alr
cargo  including high
value perishable horticul-
ture produce. Cargo
screening and cusioms
protocols will also be
streamlined and made
user-friendiv

The UDAN allocation is
for revival of airports and
for commencement of
RCS routes, Viability Gap
Funding for MNorth East
Connectivity, *To improve
connectivity in the NE
region, a new scheme has
also been formulated for
providing alr connectivity
and aviation infrastruc-
ture,” said Budget papers.

Keeping in mind the
security of alr passen-
gers, the allocation for the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
and Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
have been increased mar-
ginally to 330 crore and
45 crore, respectively, for
202526,

For DGCA the provision
is for meeling the estab-
lishment expenditure at
its head office and region-
al and field offices. It pro-
vides for Training
Projects, eGCA Project.
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UDAN to connect 120 new destinations

WINGS FOR AVIATION. Scheme to support helipads, airports in remote areas

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

To enhance regional air con-
nectivity, the Centre will
launch a meodified UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme to connect 120 new
destinations and ferry four
crore passengers in the next
10 years, proposed Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in the Budget speech.

businessline was the first
to report that the Finance
Minister is mulling the new
iteration of the scheme, un-
officially known as ‘UDAN
2.0’which intends to provide
a cost-effective means to de-
velop and operate over 100
underutilised airstrips in the
country.

Sitharaman  said the
scheme will also support
helipads and smaller air-
ports in hilly and aspira-
tional areas and the North-
East region.

Since its inception, the
scheme has facilitated the
travel of around 1.5 crore
passengers across more than

PAVING THE WAY. Development of greenfield airports in
Bihar and upgrades to air cargo infrastructure are proposed

2.8 lakh flights. It has opera-
tionalised 619 routes, in-
cluding for helicopters, and
saw the number of opera-
tional airports in the country
double from 74 in 2014 to
over 157in 2024.

GREENFIELD AIRPORT

The scheme incentivises the
creation of new airports as
well as refurbishment and
expansion of existing facilit-
ies, besides supporting air-
lines to connect underserved
regions by offering them vi-
ability gap funding (VGF)
and other concessions

provided by airport operat-
ors, the Centre and State
governments. Besides,
Sitharaman proposed to fa-
cilitate the development of
greenfield airports in Bihar
to meet the future needs of
the State. “These will be in
addition to the capacity ex-
pansion of Patna airport and
a brownfield airport in Bi-
har,” she said on Saturday.
Sitharaman also proposed
the Centre facilitate the up-
gradation of infrastructure
and warehousing for air
cargo, including high-value
perishable horticulture pro-

duce, adding, “Cargo screen-
ing and customs protocols
will be streamlined and
made user friendly.”

FUND ALLOCATION
The allocation for the older
version of the UDAN scheme
in the latest Budget has been
pegged at 540 crore — far
lower than the scheme’s
grant of T800 crore in the re-
vised estimate (RE) of FY25.
Outlay for the Airports
Authority of India for setting
up new airports and the up-
keep of existing facilties has
been pegged at 34,193.83
crore. Overall, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation’s budgetary
allocation was raised to
¥2,400.31 crore from
{2,357.14 crore BE FY25.

‘WELCOME MOVE’

Citing the Budget as for-
ward-looking, Ajay Singh,
Chairman and MD, of Spice-
Jet, said it is a middle-class-
friendly Budget that prom-
ises to boost spending, stim-
ulate development, and set
the stage for India’s growth
in the coming years.
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With the modified

UDAN scheme that will
introduce 120 new
destinations and bring 4 crore
passengers into the fold, the
aviation landscape in India is
set for a transformative shift..
AJAY SINGH,
Chairman & MD, SpicelJet
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UDAN on the Wing
for10 More Years to
Draw Bharat Closer

Another 120 destinations and 40 m fliers
targeted to be connected over next decade

Flight Path Source: Parliament data
DEC 2024 - .........“.......“...“... ’*619

Mmzuzd ffiii’i"i!'l'!"llt- &543

DEC 2023 . ...........
MAR 2023 --.-.----..-.aa- *4’69

== (Operational Routes

O Operational Airports

TeamET

Air connectivity to smaller cities
is expected to get a boost with the
government on Saturday announ-
cing extension of the Regional
Connectivity Scheme beyond its
original tenure of 10 years.

This entails launching a modifi-
edversionof the UdeDesh ka Aam
Nagrik (UDAN) scheme for con-
necting 120 destinations and 40
million additional fliers over the
next decade, finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said while pre-
senting the budget.

The UDAN scheme was laun-
ched in October 2016 to get more
people flying in what is already
the world's fastest growing avia-
tion market. Under the scheme,
the government caps airfares
and offers incentives, including
subsidy, to attract airlines to fly
less traversed routes.

Sitharaman said under the sche-
me, 619 routes connecting 88 air-
ports, including two water aerod-
romes and 13 heliports, have been
operationalised so far benefitting
14 million passengers.

“With the launch of a modified
UDAN scheme that will introduce
120 new destinations and bring 40
million additional passengers in-

....... * 517

tothefold over the next decade, the
aviation landscape in India is set
for a transformative shift,” said
Ajay Singh, chairman and mana-
ging director at SpiceJet.

“This initiative aligns perfectly
with our vision of enhancing re-
gional connectivity by linking Ti-
er-3 and tier-2 cities directly to ur-
ban hubs, making air travel more

accessible than
- ever,” said Simran

Singh Tiwana,
SR e CEOof Star Air
October 2016 Star Au} which
to get more started flights on
peopleflying  more than 9{! % of
inwhat s the routes it won
already the by bidding under
world'sfastest the scheme, plans
growing to expar_ld its fleet
aviation mkt to 14 aircraft by

this vear-end from
nine currently.

Touted as a major boost to air
connectivity, the UDAN scheme
however got a mixed result so far
with only about 60% of the origi-
nal 619 routes planned currently
operational.

Also, multiple airports develo-
ped under the scheme such as Pa-
kyvong in Sikkim, Solapur and
Sindhudurg in Maharashtra, and
Kushinagar in Uttar Pradesh do
not have any flights currently.
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Unbroken vigil

The mid-air collision in the US. shows
the need for heightened safety

! viation safety experts will be poring over

one particular snatch of ATC instructions

and exchange to unravel one of the worst
air accidents in the United States in recent years.
“PAT25, do you have the CR] in sight?... PAT25,
pass behind the CR].” Seconds later, another pilot
in the vicinity asks air traffic control tersely,
“Tower, did you see that?” The mid-air collision
between an American Airlines flight, AA5342, a
Bombardier CRJ700 regional jet with 64 passen-
gers, while on finals to runway 33 at Ronald Rea-
gan Washington National Airport, and a U.S. Ar-
my Sikorsky UH-60 helicopter and its
three-member crew, has been described as a baf-
fling accident in one of “the most controlled por-
tions of airspace in the world”. The airport,
which handled 25.5 million passengers in 2023,
operates in a complex ecosystem: of commercial
aviation, private aviation, military traffic as well
as helicopter operations existing side by side,
with flight paths that often overlap. It is also an
area in political heartland, is near military bases
and is in close proximity to Washington Dulles
and Baltimore, the other aviation gateways. With
such varied aviation operations — and, as a result,
airport-specific procedures, which include ma-
noeuvres for noise abatement — and also strin-
gent safety and security requirements, some ex-
perts have focused on the potential for incidents
to occur when the ‘borders’ of these operations
converge. There will be questions, for example,
about the operations of the 12th Aviation Batta-
lion’s Army helicopter, a high-technology ma-
chine bristling with very accurate electronic aids.
Even though it was on an annual night flight
training session, the crash could well be a case of
the Swiss cheese model of accident causation.

In the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)’s
safety records for Reagan, on air misses, about 10
involve military aircraft in 30 such incidents
since 1987. A Government Accountability Office
report (2021) shows that over a three-year period
that ended in 2019, there were 88,000 helicopter
operations within 48 kilometres of Reagan, and
these included about 33,000 military and 18,000
law enforcement flights. There has also been
some concern, from political quarters in particu-
lar, about a series of air incidents flowing from
‘understaffed’ air traffic control operations
across the U.S. With the FAA’s International Avia-
tion Safety Assessment (IASA) Program oversee-
ing India as well, the crash investigation findings
by the FAA and the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board will be most relevant — there are some
airports in India that share civil and military traf-
fic — as the Reagan accident is a reminder that air
safety demands unbroken vigil.
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‘Modiﬁed’ UDAN to add 120 destinations

of infrastructure and w.a.rehnubmg for mrgu, mLIud]ng for hlgh value pen:-hah]e horticulture prudu::e has been pmpmed in the Budget

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

DAN, the air con
Unen:tivi[y scheme
for Tier-2 and Tier-3

cities, has received govern-
ment support for another
10 years, with Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
announcing in her Budget
speech that it would be
“modified” so that 120 new
destinations are added to
carry four crore passen-
gers in the next 10 years,
“The scheme has con
nected &8 airports and op-
erationalised 619 routes,
Inspired by that success, a
modified UDAN scheme
will be launched to en-
hance regional connectivi-
1y to 120 new destinations
and carry four crore pas-
sengers in the next 10

Fresh impetus: A sum of 74,500 crore was sef aside for reviving
unused airports under UDAN during 2017-2026. FILE PHOTO

years,” she said. OF the 619
routes, 370 are active while
the rest are not. The Bud-
get announcement did not
contain fresh allocation for
UUDAN.,

UDAN, also known as
the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS), saw its first
flight take off on April 27,
2017 trom Shimla to Delhi,

with which the scheme
was aperationalised for 10
YErs,

A sum of 34,500 crore
wias set aside for reviving
unused and underused air-
ports across the country.
Later, {100} crore more
was allocated for the pe
riod from 2023 to 2006, 1t
is reliably learnt that near-

Iy 74,500 crore out of the
allocation of 35,500 crore
has been utilised so far.
Apart from airport deve-
lopment and expansion
under UDAN, a subsidy is
given to participating air-
lines for offering
50% of the aircrafi
seats at a discount-
ed fare of 22,500
for one hour of
flight. This subsidy
is paid from the le-
vv collected from ev-
ery non-UDAN departing
fMight offered by various
airlines, which is passed on
to passengers. At the time
of its launch, the RCS levy
on non-UDAN flights was
5,000, which was raised
too 26,0000 from January 1 to
March 31, 2023, and
86,500 from Aprl 1, 2023
to April 30, 2027, A govern-

3 oo

ment order on Qcrober 21,
2022 to raise the levw to
110,000, and 715,000, was
opposed by airlines and la-
ter rescinded.

In Parliament last vear,
Minister for Civil Aviation
K. Rammohan Naidu

said that airlines
would be allowed
to re-bid for routes
after the three-year
subsidy period ex-
pired as airlines
were  withdrawing
from the RCS routes award-
e tor them after the expiry
of the period during which
the routes were not inde-
pendenthy viable.

“The government could
look at extending the in-
centive hevond three vears
by offering a reduced sub-
sidy amount,” Star Air CEQ
Simran Singh Tiwana told

The Hindu, The airline op-
erates nearly 22 RCS
routes,

The Finance Minister al
50 announced that green
field airports would be fa-
cilitated in Bihar to meet
the future needs of the
State. These will be in addi-
tion to the expansion of the
capacity of Patna alrport
and a brownfield airport at
Bihta.

For air cargo, the go-
vernment will facilicate up-
grading of Infrastructure
and warchousing for car
go, including high-value
perishable  horticulture
produce,

The allocation for the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
for FY 2026 at 12,400 crore
was 100 lower than the Re-
vised Estimate of 72,658
crore for FY 2025,



A

RO fAa=aas wifsseo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA
Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

2 JANRUARY 2025

Airambulance crashes in US city, 7 killed

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

PHILADELPHIA: A medical trans-
port jet transporting a child who
had just completed treatment for
alife-threatening condition, her
mother and four crew members
crashed into a Philadelphia
neighbourhood shortly after
takeoff on Friday evening,
exploding in a fireball that
engulfed several homes.

Philadelphia's mayor says one
person on the ground was killed
and 19 were injured when an air
ambulance crashed to the
ground in a city neighbourhood
on Friday night.

Mayor Cherelle Parker con-
firmed the casualties at a press
conference on Saturday. Jet Res-
cue Air Ambulance, which oper-
ated the Learjet 55, said in a
statement: “We cannot confirm
any survivors.”

There was no immediate
word whether anyone on the
ground was killed, but at least
six people were treated for inju-
ries ata hospital.

Everyone aboard the flight

First responders work the scene after asmall plane crashed in

Philadelphia, on Friday.

was from Mexico. The child was
being transported home, accord-
ing to Jet Rescue spokesperson
Shai Gold.

The flight’s final destination
was Tijuana after a stop in Mis-
souri.

The patient and her mother
were on board along with four
crew members. Gold said this
was a seasoned crew and every-

AP

one involved in these flights goes
through rigorous training.

“When an incident like this
happens, it's shocking and sur-
prising,” Gold told The Associ-
ated Press.

“All of the aircraft are main-
tained, not a penny is spared
because we know our mission is
so critical.”

Pennsylvania Governor Josh

Shapiro said at a news confer-
ence late on Friday that officials
expected fatalities in the “awful
aviation disaster.”

“We know that there will be
loss,” he said.

A spokesperson for Temple
University Hospital-Jeanes, Jen-
nifer Reardon, said they had
treated six people with injuries
from the crash.

Three of those people had
since been released and the oth-
ers were in fair condition. She
wasn'table to provide informa-
tion about their injuries or
where the people were when
they sustained them.

The plane was registered in
Mexico. Jet Rescue is based in
Mexico and has operations both
there and in the US. The crash
came just two days after the
deadliest US air disaster ina gen-
eration,

On Wednesday night, an
American Airlines jet carrying
60 passengers and four crew
members collided in midair in
Washington, DC, with an Army
helicopter carrying three sol-
diers. There were no survivors.

The Philadelphia crash was
the second fatal incident in 15
months for Jet Rescue.

In 2023, five crew members
died when their plane overran a
runway in Morelos, Mexico, and
crashed into a hillside.

In Philadelphia, a doorbell
camera captured the plane
streaking down and exploding
near a mall, "We heard a loud
roar, turned, and saw the big
plume,” said owner Jim Quinn.

The crash happened less than
5 kilometres from Northeast
Philadelphia Airport, which pri-
marily serves business jets and
charter flights. The Learjet 55
quickly disappeared from radar
after taking off from the airport
at 6:06 pm and climbing to an
altitude of 487 metres.

The plane, registered to Med
Jets, was tracked by FlightA-
ware. At 6 pm, LiveATC recorded
an air traffic controller instruct-
ing “Medevac Medservice 056"
to turn right. After repeating the
request, the controller asked,
“You on frequency?” Minutes
later, they reported a lost aireraft
and closed the field.
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Aviation Turbine Fuel price hiked by 5.6%.
commercial LPG rate down %7 per cylinder

ATF price was increased by Rs 5,078.25/kilolitre to Rs 95.533.72/kl in Delhi

NEW DELHI: The price of Jet
fuel, or ATF, on Saturday was
hiked by a steep 5.6 per cent
while the rate of commercial
LPG that is used in hotels and
restaurants was cut by Bs 7 per
19-kg cylinder in the monthly
revision done in line with the
benchmark infernational prices.

The aviation turbine fuel
{ATF) price was increased by
Rs 5,078.25 per kilolitre, or 5.6
per cent, to Rs 95,533.72 per ki
in the national capital - hame
Lo one of the busiest airports in
the country, according to state-

owned fuel retailers.

The hike follows a reduction
in rates by 1.5 per cent in the
previous revision on January 1.

Prior to that, prices were
increased twice - Bs 2,941.5 per
k{33 per cent) on November 1,

and by Bs 1,318.12 per ki (1.45
per cent) on December 1, 2024,

The ATF price in Mumbai
was increased o s 89,318.90
on Saturday, from Rs 84,511 93
per kl previously. Ol firms also
reduced the price of commer-
cial LPG by Bs 7 to Rs 1,797 per
19-ky eylinder in Delhi

This the second reduction
in the rate after five straight
maonthly hikes in commercial
LPG price. The price was cut by
Bz 145 per 19-ky cylinder at the
last revision on January 1, 2024,

In five price hikes prior o

the two rounds of cuts this year,
commercial LPG rate had been
hiked by Rs 1725 per 19-kg
C}'!II‘Id.t‘l’.

Commercial LPG now costs
Bs 1,749.50 per 19-kg cylinder
in Mumbai, Rs 1,907 in Kolk-
ata and Bs 1,959.50 in Chennai.
Prices of ATF and LPG differ
from state 1o state depending
on the incidence of local taxes
including VAT

The rate of cooking gas used
in domestic households, how-
ever, remained unchanged at Rs
803 per l-!.l-kgc}r]i:uﬁrr. Fi
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Civil aviation ministry to get 32,400
cr, UDAN allocation falls to 3540 cr

NEW DELHI: The budgetary
allocation for the civil aviation
ministry has been cut by nearly
10 per cent to Bs 2, 400,31 crore
for the next financial year, with
the regional air connectivity
scheme UDAN set to get a lower
amount of Rs 540 crore.

The allocation in the Union
Budget 2025-26, presented by
the Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in Parllament on
Saturday, is less compared to
Bs 2,658 68 crore in the revised
2024-25 Budget.

Ot of the total allocation
for the next fiscal starting from
April 1, 2025, UDAN will et Rs
540 crore, which is 32 per cent
lower compared to Rs 800 crore
in the vear-ago period.

Interestingly, Sitharaman
has announced that UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme will be modified 1o con-
nect 120 new destinations.

As per the hudgcl papers,
the allocation for the DGCA
and BCAS have increased mar-
ginaﬂ}.'iu R$3-3|:Ilcm_rcamj Rz95
crore, respectively, for 2025-26.

For the Customs Cost
Recovery (CCR) charpes to Air-
port Authority of India (AAT)

and AAI Cargo Logistics and
Allied Services Company Lid
(AAICLAS) for tier 1T/ 111 caties’
airports, the allocation has been
raised to Rs 142.75 crore from
Rs 124.17 crore in the same
period a year ago. In the next
fiscal, Air India Asset Holding
Ltd will get a slightly higher
allocation of Rs 1,025.51 crore
compared to Bs 1,017.67 crore
in the current financial year.
The budgetary provision is
for servicing of loan transferred
to ATAHL as a result of finan-
cial restructuring of Air India_
In her Budget speech, Sith-
araman said UDAN has enabled
1.5 crore middle class people
to meet their aspirations for
speedier travel. FI
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Novel: b_ut
promising

Aviation and maritime sectors have been lale to climate
change mitigation efforts, bul now aim lo achieve nel-
zero emissions by 2050 through focus on fuel efficiency,
innovalive designs, and enhanced maintenance

AUTHOR

KRISHNA GUPTA

n addition to vehscalar

ermissions, primarily from

cars, eses and trucks,

airplares alzo leave a sub
stantial carbon footprint. Avia
\aon contributes aboat 25 per
cent of total anoual emissions
of greenhouse gases such ax car
bon dicxide, crone, methane,
water vapor and nirogen ocide
and contrails {water vapor thak
condenses around the soot from
the aircraft’s exbizast ). Ship
ping contribates o ) per cent of
{oital apmual emissons, which
inclnde carbon dioxide and
axides of sulphur and nitrogen.
However since shipping crries
almost B0 per cent of the inter
naticnal cargo, its impact per
unit of cargn/passengers carried
is musch smaller than that of the
aviation sector

Emissions from the

aviation sector

Emisssons from the
Iviatinm sectar are grose
ingg, fast becanse of the ns-
ingg mumibeer of passengers
fhying by air whach, in barm,
is because of the increasing
affordabality of air travel across
the warld. [n X023, there were
38,400 arcraft m the wordd,
which carried out 4.5 billson
joamieys, in addibon to carting
cargo ail over the worid,

Ever since the puhlication of
a shsdy titled Specsal Repart an
MAvmtion ansd the Clobal Atmo.
sphere, prepared by the Inter.
governmental Panel on Climate
Change in 1999 ai the request
ol International Civil Aviabon
Ohrganisation [ ICAC), mamy
initizteres have been taken o
reclsce emisshons in the sec
tor. The BOACH has commitied
1o reach net 2erm emissions by
the year 2050, In addnson, 191
meTaber counirees also agreed
to curb emassions from aviation
thrmugh a scheme alled COR:
SLA { Carban Offset and Bedoc
tion Scheme for International
Awmtion |. This allows asrlines o
affset thetr emisgons by invest

ing in schemes that sequester
crbon

The USA has taken mitin
tives to curb emissions from
aviation through tax credits
and grants under the Infiation
Reduction Act. For example, it
had set amide USDH 3.3 hillion in
2022 to increase the produc
tion of Susminable Aviation
Foel (SAF), which is more ema
ronment friendly and can be
bended with normal aviaison

fuel. The EUI has simidlarty set a
target for a mimimom amoamt
of SAF io be blended. The UK
announced ity fet Zern pledge

im 2022 to support SAF projects.

In addition, MASA is work:

ing with Boeing on improwing
the desgn of airplanes, with a
[ocns on placement of engines,
wing's aemdymamics and widih
of the haselage. Inierestingly,
Boeing is working on ‘wing lels
and Airbues on sharklets, which
are nothing bat small airisils
that extend trom the winggips
and improve foe efficiency and
redooe drag. They have been
imspired by the wings of lurge
berds, in which the wing ver.

Aviation
and maritime
sechors have come

on board afler the Paris

Agreement and have
voluntarily fixed 2050

for reaching Net Zero

emissions

tebras are less promounced at
the tips, allowing mone flexibad
ity and increasing speed. Panl
Hawken in his boek Diraw
daown’ mentions a research proj
ect by MIT, which is working
om fuel saving during taxiing,
takeolf and landing. i found
that tax@ing on a single engine
can save substantial fuel on the
ground

Shipping sector

It iz well knonen that moee
than &0 per cent of global trade
takes place an ships. And all
ships are totally dependent on
ssil fuels. As nobed above, the
maritime sector is responsihle
fior shomt 3 per cent of anmueal
emizions in the workd. The

imation {[M0) has pledged to
reach Net Zero emassions by
M50 This will be achieved

by improved Fuels and better
designed and efficient ships
While the ELJ has introduced
the Fuel LY Reguhtion to Limit
greenhouse gax emissions from
the: Shipping Sector, the L5,
through the Inflation Reduction
Act has provided direct sappon
fior poet emissions reduction.
Oither imtiatives in the secior

mchade the Sustainable Shippimg
Initimtive. which is a partnership
between the largest 15 shipping
companies, the World ';\'im!::
Fund and Forum for the Futire,
o create @ ‘green’ shipping sec
tor bry Bl Im another collabo
ration, the company RightShip
and the Carbon War Room,
came up with a rating system for
all commercial vessels based an
the: carbon dioxide emitted
I terms of new de
Japan, Korea and China have
taken the kead in improving
designs, by using lighter mate
rial amd improving fued effi
ciency. There is also a move o
build chips that are ‘ammania
ready, Le. which use Ammis
nia as fuel, ndrogen ready and
merthanod dsal fuel shaps. For
example, AP Maoller Maersk,
ane of the biggest shipping
companies in the woeld,
announced 19 methanal
theal-Fuel containerships on
arder as of October 2002
for delivery between 2023
amidl M125. Other companses
such as CMA CGM, Cosco
and Cargill. alsn gave stmilar
arders. [mall, in 2022, 90 (11
per cent by ionnage] mevw -hiild
arders were for ammannia-ready
vessels, 43 [T per cent ) were for
miethannl vessels and 3 wese hor
hydmogen- ready vessels.

Conclusion

The Aviation and Maritsme
sechorns were oot a part of the
imtermatiomal dimate change
negodiations for long. However,
they have come on board after
the Paris Agreement and have
valuntarily fixed 2050 for reach
ing Met oo emissions. In both
srctors. fnd efficeency, design
and between maintenance will
be key 1o reaching the stated
obsectives,

The writer 15 Addnitiona!

Clrief Secretary, Department of
Muss Education Extensinn and
Library Services imad Digpert
et of netion, Govern
E:;D:: of West Bemgal
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UDAN scheme to connect 120 new destinations

Transformative shift

With the int reduc tion of 120
new destinations and bringing
4 crore additional passengers
into the fold over the nest

decade, the aviation landscape

E set for a trans farmative shift.

This will make air travel maore
acressible to mmote reglons,

ARSHAD KHAM @ Mow Deii

THE government will launch a
modilied UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam Naagrik) scheme to con-
nect 120 new destinations, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman sald while presenting the
Union Bud et 32526, She cliims
that the modified seheme will
help about four eroee additional
passengers n the next 10 vears.

The regional connectivity
scheme will also support heli
pads and smaller airports in
hilly aspirat ional and mortheast-
ern regional districts, the fi-
nance minister added.

"With the launch of a modi-
fied UDAN scheme that will in-

troduce 120 new destinations
and bring 4 crore additional pas
sengers into the fold over the
next decade, the aviation land
scape in India is set for a trans
formative shift. This initiative
will not only make air ravel
more accessible to remote re
glons but will also drive econom-
ic growth anmd towrism, further
empowering local economies,”
sald Ay Singh, Chairman and
Managing Director, Spicelet,

Simran Singh Tiwann, CEO of
Star Alr sald that the modified
UDAN Scheme aligns perfectly
with their vision of enhancing
reglonal connectivity by linking
tier-3 and tler2 cities directly o
urhan huobs, making air travel
more accessible than ever

"The revised taxatlon svstem
is expected to drive significam

economic growth in these emerg
ing reglons. Improved alr access
will not only boost ourism bud
also stimulate local economies,
creating jobs and festering devel-
opment in previously unders-
erved] meas,” adided Singh,

Introduced in 2016, the UDAN
scheme has bensf thed more than
14 erorve passengers. Under the
scheme, 6819 route s connect ing 88
alrports, Including two water
aerodromes and 13 haliports,
have been so faroperat ionalised.
The Economic Survey 2024-25
highlighted that the new air-
ports amnd improved regional
connectivity under the scheme
have improved air eonnect ivity
considerably

The Scheme however, has 1ts
own challenges Loy oceupancy
on many routes and the financial

sustainability of these routes
has been a major challenge The
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) in its 20023 report had
stated only 52% (403 out of 774
routes) of the awarded routes
were unahle lo commeapee opera-
tlons. Out of the 371 commenced
routes, only 113 roubes (30% ) suc-
cessfully completed the full con-
cesston period of three years

The CAG report also sald that
among these 112 routes, anly 54
routes (7% of the awarded
routes) connecting 17 RCS Alr-
ports managed Lo susiain opers
tions bevond the threeyear con
cesslon period, asof March 33,
The FM in her budget speach
alsn said the government will
ko meilitate greenfield alrports
in Bihar to meet the future neads
of the state
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Union Budget cuts allocation for aviation
by 10per cent, UDAN gets %540 Crore

—eel
g

PIONEER MEWS SERVICE®
MEW DELHI

TJLL' budp,-ula:r}' allocation
for the Minisicy of Civil
Aviation has been cut by
nearly 10 per cent o Hs
F 40031 cxore for the next
financial year, with the
regional air  connectivity
scheme UDAN sef to get a
lower amount of Bs 540 crove.
The allocation in the Union
Budgel 2025-26, presented by
the Finance Minister Mirmala
Sitharaman in Parliament on
Saturday, is less compared to
Rs 265868 crore i.r.| the
revised 2024-25 Bud
(it aof the total EII:IL'I\.alll.ID for
the next fiscal starting from
April 1, 2025, UDAN will get
Rs 540 crore, which is 32 per
cent lower compared 1o B
BO0D crore in n:r'le vear-ago
erfond. Interestingly,
itharaman has announced
!Jul UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam N.Laﬁnkl schene will be
muodified o connect 120 new
destinatioms.
As per the budgel papers, the
allocation for the DECA and
BCAS have inereased
ma.rﬁirl.d[y o Bs 330 crore
and Hi 95 crore, respectively,
for 2025-26, For the Customs
Cost Recovery (CCR) chary
to Airport Authority of [ndia
{AAL} and AAl Cargo
Loggatics and Allied Services
Company Lid (AAICLAS) for
tier 1 1 L cities' airports, the
allocation has been rised to
Rs 14275 crore [rom Hs
12407 crore in the same
period a year ago.
In the next fiscal, Air India
Aszet Holding Lid wall get a

alightly JI.i.HI:I-E‘.I’ allocation of

s 102551 crone compared
w Rs 101767 crore in the

current financial year The
budgetary provision is for
servicing of loan transferred
te AIAHL as a resull of
financial restructuring af Air
India.

In  her Budget speech,
Sitharaman sid UDAN has
enahbled 1.5 crare middle dass

people to  meet  their
aspirations  for  speedier
travel. Inspired by that

ancceds, a modified UDAN
scheme will be Bunched 1o
enhance regional
connectivity to 120 new
destinations and carry 4 crore
passengers in the next 10
years. The scheme will alsa
support helipads and smaller
airports in hilly, aspirational,
and Morth Easl region

districts,” the minister sasd.
According 1o the budget
papers, UDAN allocation &

for revival of airparts and for
commencement  of KOS
routes, Viability Gap Funding
for Naorth East Connectivity.
“To improve connectivity in
WE rewbon, a new scheme has
abie been formulated foc
providing air connectivity
and aviation mmfrastructure,”
it added. India is one of the
world's fastest growing civil
aviation markels.

Airlines  welcomed  the
proposal o modify UDAN
scheimie 1o provide regional
alr conoectvity o 120 new
destinationg, saying the move
will make air travel more
accessible a: well as help
boost  overall

economic
tl'm\lh }’l:\trsal.|.'|l|:||.]5_| Ihe
nion Budget for 20

Finance Minidler N:rm.l]:l
Sitharaman said UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Maagrik) has
enabled 1.5 crore middle-
class people 10 meet their

&

aspirations  for  speedier
travel

Spicelet  Chairman  and
Managing Ddrector  Ajay
Singh said the budget is

forward-looking and middle
class-friendly and aims o
boost spending and stimulate
development.  "With the
launch of a modified UDAN
scheme that will introduce
120 new destinations and
bring 4 crore additional
passengers inlo the fold over

the mext decade, the aviation
landscape in India is set for a
transformative shifi. This
initiative will not only make
air travel more accessible to
remole reghons but will also
drive economic growth and
tourism, further empowering
bocal peonomies,” he sid in a
slatermenl.

Regional airline FLY91's MD
and CEO Manoj Chackio said
UDAN scheme has been a
pathbreaking  initiative in
enbancing r:j.l-.l:rLal. air
camneclivily. Hf_gmr:nl
aviation has the polential to
be a key driver of growth,
connecting underserved
cities and unlocking their
economic potential. As a pure
play regional aidine focused
on Tier Z and Tier 3
destinations, we al FLY9] see
this 25 a transformative step
that will accelerate air travel
accessibility and drive growth
across India,” he saad.
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India’s aviation sector

needs a take oft

India’s aviation sector is at a crossroads, grappling with an acute
shortage of airports despite its vast population and growing economy

aVE YU EVET Wol-
dered just how
many airports exist
in the United States?
Take a wild guess.
The mumber is staggering—near-
ly 19,0000 That's ri With a
population of around 330 million,
America has built an extensive

network of airports, ensuring |

seamless connectivity across the
country. Now, compare this to
India, 3 nation with three times
the population, yet managing
with only around 500 air 5
Even more siriking, out of these,
just 29 are :hisji'jtifd as :imﬂ;;:-
Hinral ak ta. This glari is-
parity isrPlr‘L::rc than Esl .:]Sl;um-
ber—it is a reflection of Indias

number of airpao

-~

SANTHOSH MATHEW

challenges in aviation infrastruc-  Autharity of India (AAT) cur- rtswould cre-  perceived as a luury, some-
ture and the pressing need for  rently manages around 150 air- ate thousands of jobs, atiract  thing beyond the reach of the
eXpaAnsion. ports, but when conpared to nvestmient, and boost region-  average citizen.

Lets take an even closer look by the United States’ 5,000 civil- al economies. Improved air  This perception needs to
comparing Wesi Bengal to the ban airports, this number falls connectivity would enhance ¢ . In a country as vast

United Kingdom. Both regions
have a similar population, yet
their aviation networks couldn’t
be more different. The UK boasts
around 150 airports, while West
Bengal has just three passenger
airparts—Kolkata, Bagdogra, and
Andal. This difference is not just

dramatically short. The gap
becomes even more concern-
ing when considering that
Indias population is three
times that of the US. Clearly,
India needs a massive expan-
sion in its aviation infrastroc-
ture, and it needs it urgently

IN A COUNTRY A5

business operations, enable
easier travel for tourists, and
offer the general population a
practical alternative to time-
consuming road and rail jour-
neys. Of course, developing
0w alrports requires skgnifi-
cant investment and time, but

and popudous as India, air trav-
el must become a fundamen-
tal nevessity, available to peo-
ple across all economic back-
grounds. Expanding the avia-
tion network would make
flights more affordable and
practical for a larger segment

a matter of convenience; it high-  The consequences of this lim- India has the potential to  of the population.
lights lost economic epportuni-  ited aviation network are sig- VAST AND explore innovative solutions.  India stands at a crucial junc-
ties and underscores the urgent  nificant—reduced regional  POPULOUS AS INDIA,  One such approachis thecon-  ture in its aviation journey. The
: > : . = L} L L 2 | s
i C C ¥s e S i
réquirement for infrastructure  connectivity,  hindered wersion of highways into emer-  country’s rapid economic
development. In nations like the  tourism, and slower econom- AIR TRAVEL MUST  pency runways—a model suc- owth and massive ula-
P pency ) B Pop
US and the UK, air Umﬂt{;:'n 5 growth. India must take BECOME A cessfully implemented in the tion necessitate an equally
everyday convenience— - decisive steps to address this United States. This concept mpi:lerpmsimaul'i:sai.ru:u'-
e Y e ity et ity ifiter Miahas oo e DA
2 uture include con- where ically modifyi initiatives such as the
It allows people to skip traffic, structing at beast 1,500 new air- NEGESSlTY, highways ll:T‘a .n:gummnii:l% scheme, which aims to
save time, and stimulate econam- — ports in the coming vears, small aircraft could provide  enhance regional air connec-
ic growth. Meanwhile, in India, By ensuring that an airport i AVAILABLE TO crucial air connectivity to  tivity. are a step in the right
air travel is still seen as a hooory,  within 100 kilometers of every  PEQPLE ACROSS ALL  remote regions without the  direction, but much more
accessible only to a privi major population center, India high costs associated with needs 1o be done Th:‘gwl
Ii:}\.:.ITdia'ﬁ :nlrinli.onE network s can unlock ihcmLi;:anomi.c ECONOMIC building entirely new airports.  should be to develop at leas
wholly insufficient for its grow-  potential of its smaller towns BACKEROUNDS Implementing such a strat 1,500 new airparts in the near
ing demand. With only 29 inter-  and rural areas The advantages © In states like ‘West Ben;ﬂ future, ensuring that every
priplont gt gl dopians or i A THE e i et i Mt ok
: 3 a v B et i ==
ESHIJ;EE?;’OMP pace withthe travel is not just the fostest AVIATION NETWORK  could serve a5 cost-effective  is well-connected. )
needs of estic and inferna- mode of transportation; |lﬁu WOULD MAKE alternatives for enhanci aLl: Etpl_l.snng Innovative ideas
tional travelers. Airporisin major  also the safest and most effi- connectivity, bc:wﬁti.ng i like highwary-rumways, making
ger.buslun:hasDcLhL MLL:;{mj.and ci:lla. hada. E‘mntr}' wlx:: FLIGHTS MORE everyday cumnml.cdrs and aunLrJ.lan n:fu':.!th‘ﬂ'd.lbh:.:lé:d
ngalury are perpetually over-  roads and railways are often emergency responders in  significantly increasing the
cm\ﬂeﬂ, Iendi.npklﬂ d.r:l.ly:s, con- c:xrqgestuda.ndpmﬁmlndfay; AFFORDABLE AND t':mc:o::l’a}l;is, suF;h a5 natur- mEmbm of ujrmjpsd 31151- all
gestion, and inetficiency. a robist avistion network can al disasters. essential steps toward dosing
In contrast, vast portions of the  alleviate pressure on existing FRACTICAL FOR A Across the Western wordd, air  Indias aviation ap- The need
mu.nLr}:apzciu.lly smaller iowns  transpoert systems, mak':ng LARGER SEGMENT travel has evolved imto an  for s robust aviation infrastroc-
and rural areas, remain discon-  movement across the country indispensable part of daily ture is wrgent, and the time to
nected, relying on outdated more searnless. OF THE POPULATION e It is widely accessible, actis now.

modes of tr. rtation like rail-
waysand highways. The Airports

The economic benefits are
also immense. A surge in the

efficient, and affordable.
In India, however, fying is still

(The wrier is an associale pro-
fessor; views are personai)



_ AN
"I fAa=aas wifdsvon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATRIKA JAIPUR 1 FEBRUARY 2025

faar== Saf=i |
e feman femtmn
TR @ e
TUER] TEe & - ARG
3T FE
(Srie) o anfiel W &8
oA vl A PR
i fore It o v
1 21 gad 3w fmme o
50 BHE] T TA A & |
fEeet-yarRTE & B asi
UBel 29 B HYT 9f Al
fepran avge feman o e 4,
% 31§ 10 BN T 8 R0
21 3 A weby aafy
9% 900 I el

o1 & | 3F waeenEH A o
e & e &1



AN

m
HRa faa=99= gy
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 2 FEBRUARY 2025

IS IS H Fe11 120 TU
[deq I G5 39S "l
7% faeelt (wRUEr) | HO F afvw @ 99 b ad
2025-26 5 912 3 PR (9FA B & o T v
mqﬁsﬁwzqﬂnﬂmmaffhw%laa
T FATE W Ao IeH & foN 9 T W 540
FiE T T4 515 # | o o e dem g g

=0 T F5T 592 2025-26 °
A 2024-25 7 Ao az M PR Ruee a
265868 FEFTH R e 4 ¥ fiwe R 2400
F4 2| T 30T, 2025 A IF  #m o A
A | #5540
g w9 e, S R U fee) O & 800 Fg v &
A 1 T | 32 Whoww FA 8| frmm am = 2
HiAEmm 3 = Fi 2 I (32 39w A )
TraA1 =1 W 1 120 0 Taed) &1 il m i

T TEEE & AR, 2025-26 % o AR fEEEA
R (SR ST AR o e o ()
T, e TPgET 9 9 T S 330 i 59 3
95 Flg ¥ T 51 A 2 | vt o e o v e e
e ffes (verEuree) =1 = fm 9 & 1,017.67
Fig T4 FI 7o 1 gl A 1,025.51 5 59 &=
A |



AN

"R faaEaas wifdsso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

L

TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

2 FEBRUARY 2025

With more routes, runways,
Udan set to go full throttle

Team TOI

Iready the world’s fas-
Atest-gmwing aviation

market, India is set to
witness a surge in air travel
with amodified version of the
‘Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik’
(Udan)scheme.

In her Budget speech, fi-
nance minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said govt will expand
regional connectivity to 120
new destinations with an aim
to carry 4 crore passengers
over the next decade. She also
proposed new greenfield air-
ports for Bihar, along with the
expansion of the Jay Prakash
Narayan International Air-
port in Patna and the develop-
ment of a brownfield airport
at Bihta near Patna.

Sitharaman said Udan
had enabled 1.5 crore middle-
class people to access faster
travel, connecting 88 air-
ports and operationalising
619 routes. “Inspired by that
success, a modified Udan
scheme will be launched...
The scheme will also sup-
port helipads and smaller
airports in hilly, aspiration-
al, and districts in North-
Eastern states,” she said.

The push to develop tou-
rism by enhancing the coun-
try’s top 50 destinations,

WINGS FOR EVERY WALLET

streamlining e-visa facilities,
and introducing visa-fee
waivers for select tourist
groups is expected todrive air
traffic further. Meanwhile, In-
dian airlines continue their
rapid expansion, reinforcing
the country’s position as a
growingaviation hub.

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers
said: “The Budget has out-
lined various great initiatives
todevelop a future-ready trav-
el ecosystem, with emphasis
on people and infrastructure,
and aviation as a key enabler:
Investment in world-class air-
ports, regional connectivity,
capacity upgrades, and
streamlined wvisa facilities
will play a critical role in
bringing this vision of India

asaglobal aviation hub tolife.
By strengthening both do-
mestic and international con-
nectivity, we are fuelling eco-
nomic progress, bridging
communities, and reinforc-
Ing aviation’s role as a cata-
lyst for national growth.”

Air India Express MD
Aloke Singh said the contin-
ued focus on aviation and tou-
rism, along with new airports
and a modified Udan scheme,
would spread the benefits of
air travel across the country.
“The focus on developing 50
tourist destinations and pro-
moting medical tourism will
stimulate fresh demand, cre-
ate new travel corridors, and
strengthen the aviation eco-
system...” he said.
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DGCA imposes
Z30L penalty
on Air India for
flouting rules

New Delhi: Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has imposed a Rs 30 lakh pen-
altyon Air Indiaforallowinga
first officer to operate a flight
without the mandatory
recency requirements, re-
ports Saurabh Sinha,

In its Jan 29 order, DGCA
stated a first officer “operated
a flight on July 7 despite not
having the mandatory recen-
cy requirement of three take-
offs and landings, leading to
violation of (rules). The (ros-
tering)controllers overlooked
multiple spurious alerts.”

The airline has been di-
rected to act against three se-
nior rostering department of-
ficials and inform the regula-
torabout it within 15days.

Comments from Al were
awaited till the time of goingto
press. DGCA had issued ashow
cause to Al heads of operations
and rostering on Dec 13. Their
reply was found “unsatisfacto-
rv” following which, on Jan 29,
Alwasasked todeposit the pen-
alty amount within 30 days.

2 FEBRUARY 2025
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Civil aviation wings
clippedwith 10% cut

I'mpune News SErvice

¥ EW D ELHI, FEITUAIY L
The budgetary atloration for
the Cril Aviathon Ministry
has been cut by nearly 10 per
cent to Hs 240031 erore for
Lhe next fmanci:l year with
the regronal sir connectivity
scheme Udan set to getalow
er amount of Rs 540 core.

The allocation in the Union
Budget 2025-5, presented by
Fnance Minister Nirmala
Sithamman in Parlisment on
Saturday, 15 less compared to
H= 2EGBGE crore in the
revised 2024-25 Budget

Out of the total allocation
for the next fiscal starting
from April 1. 2025, Udan
will get Rs 540 crore, which
is 32 per cent lower com
pared to Rs 800 crore in the
year-ago period

Meanwhile, the Finanoe
Ministerannounced biunch-
ing amodilied Udanscheme
to bring 130 new destina
thons under the regional con
nectivity network o Gy
four erore passengers in the
next 10 years,

Presenting the Budget pro-
pasals in
Sitharaman sid the scheme
woitild also suppart belipods

and smallet aimports in hilly,

asparationil, and North-East
region districts,

The Finance Minister sid
the existing Udan scheme
connected B airports and
operstionalised 618 routes
Approximately, 15 crore
peaple have travellad by air
by taking advantage of the
sitheme, she said

She also announced lacili-
Lating upgrade of nfra-
structure and warehousing
for air cargo, induding high
value perishable horticul-
Lure produce. Cargo screen-

Parlament,

UDAN TO COVER 120
MORE AIRPORTS

& Finance Minster Mimala
Sitharaman on Saturday
annouceda madiied Udan
soheme o being 120 new
destingtions under the
regaral connectvy netwoik
Lo carry four arore passen-
gers i the nest 10years

B However, of the otal alloca-
thon for the: next flscal starting
Trorm Apil 1, 2025, Udanwil
et TEA0 crore, which B 32%
lower compared Lo TROOD
crore in the yearago period

ing and customs protocols
would also be streamlined
and made user-fraendly

The Finance Minster also
proposed facilitating green-
field airports in Bihar to
meet the future needs of
the state. These will be in
addition to the expansion of
the capacity of Palna air
port and a Browndield air-
port at Bihta, she said

Civil Aviation Minster K
Ram Mohan MNaidu said the
Budpet mmforeed the gov-
emments commitment o
enhancing regional connec-
tivitywith the idea ol sase of
travel’. "Udan is more than
just & transportation initia-
tive; it iz about bringing aspi-
rations  amd opport unities
closer to people Having
afready embled 15 erore
passengers to expedence
affoeduble air travel, our tar-
pet is toextend this bensfit to
4 crore more in the ned
demde,” he smid,

{ With agency inpuis)
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profit looks like greed as airlines jack up fares

Pusr G

S the Msha Kumbh fever grips

i Indians, ol mads lexd to Praya-

By in Ut Pridesh Out o

ke thes miosit of it ae theair car

riers, with ther exdoetionabe fares that defy

loghc Gresd 1 guess, has oo be@ic and one

e i e vy i s hurve hiloerd Uhesr
Fares b Prnyagng.

Since sirlines deploy “dynamic pricing
ane can understand a reasonabke hike o
Fares companesd e offsesan rates. Bul the
highly inflated aifanss thal we ane seeing
Loday b5 exd nerel v eadplol alive and agamsl
all cuoams of reasonsbieness and Exirplay
Deperling an the date, ime and the duc-
tien of Uhe Dighl. some of the mtarmn fighite
froer Chermad 1o Provapra), foe esmple,
oo over T, 1000, Ard [ om ot talling
abonat buziness class. For this amoant, ong
cah et o refurn teket toChicagoe, S ilas-
Ix, froen Dslb, sormie of the reurm iphts
oot 60,000 — oo can get o retum ticket
i Parin wakh thiat kind of money!

O of the majne oomponents of nirfome 1=
theeoet of fuel, S, if the siflmes are charpe-
ing for tmwed from Chennai to Prazag) o
o Detha b Pravaprs) what it would et
o treved tn Chicagoar Pars, one oon see (e
shevr profibeering of the et of traeliors,
anvid the comnplete failure of the regulatar b
AT (TEAIITHEH

True, the pirlines have the freedom and
the flmability b desterrmee ths fumes om the
bl oof dernunad and supply. Thiey alan s
the nght toeam pmfit. Howaeeer the pmotits
liiee thie fare hikes, shontid be resonnhle
Amvihing besvored that v d be tndise profl.
iteenng and highly exploitatne And ar
Times thatare feeding consumers inferedmg
o go b Prayagmf ame ioday guilty of that
Suberule (1 kofThale 135 of the Abreraft Fules
1837 qualifies 'profit’ as* reasonahle” when
it pefers o the components of the torff that
the afrfines have to edtablsh. But whers is
thal rsonaohleness?

Onlya meonth ago, the gmernement had
infinrmeed Parliament that the Torif Mo
toring Ut (TAT) wnder the Directonle
Geneml of Credl Ariation monitored air.
Fures b ensure that arlines did not charps

The airfines havs the fresdom o determine the fares on the bass of demand and supply, bul thess should be ressorable. =)

mrfares autside the ranpe declared by
trwern, T runaway aarfares o Prayogsg
fram different parts of the country shows
the ineffectiveness of this mechaniam and
anlls for e ol e syutem af mot mere
Iw mraimitoring thie prioes, bt anticipeting
haph demmands during certmn stuantions
ined tnking strnpent pre-emg-
trveaction. Thas inchadesnugme ration of
servives in meet the high demand and pre-
venting explnitatim of comsumers by the
airline induistry

As consumer comploints reached o
tresscendn and seveml MPs ard e the
Minmtry of Consurmer Affairs called for the
pritection of onermens, Ehe DGCA final
Tyrarted — r=ultng in some of the gidnes
annauneing 1050 per cend reduction in
fares and an nirease in the nomber of
Haghts but much more needs o be dime o
rcermlise the fapes, The DGCA s regilato
ry prer over The airlines will come under
intense scrufing this month when the
demand fses even further on seveml days

The launch of Udaan Yatri
Cafe is a good start, but
non-availability of water
and food at reasonable

prices at airports
remains a concern

of Felbrisry, said i be holydoys fartnking
. dip in the conflience af the three rivers,

O course Ehis is not the first time that fhe
airfines hinae edploi bed the high demand to
jrk up prices sxponentinlly and it = this
avuricpusness thal has gdven mse o a
demand for a cop on aifares. Unfortunate
by, attempts by oir passngers o get the
cours in indervene on this matter have not
borne fruit In & mse Ged by the Kerals
Prarvas Associatiom on the exorbitant fares

chargsd by nirfines plying between Kesmla
and] the Gl Fdurimn g festive soasons and hok

ickys, 1k Sugreme Court divected the peti-
thorers Lo g bo the high court, The Berala
High Cowirt, im fum , aguressed tomaee) oves
thr portatnn s rtared, it oovised the pedi
troreers b sovly polied theough thie Crarpeti-
tane Comeritsssen af Trdin,

Alsn ifthe reeenit orderal theapex aourt Gn
HEBRC vz Avenr)is pmy madication, consamers
are ool likely to get muich help from e
omirts. The Supeeme Court heoe set aside
the 3 per cond cap on credit med intenest
rates imposed by the apes consumer eourt
and il the commEssion wis stepping into
thes siatuboery doerain of the regualoior — the
ReserveBank of Indin.

Whils amthe tapic af soansumer protectiom
viaads the sviation secior, T miist beng up
twn mores i of mnebmer concern
nomranvailats By of waber and food ol reasone
aible prices i simparts

Considering the adverss effects of dehy-
dration onnirman beings, it is the s pons-

hilty ol the grvemment 10 ensure thal
waber fountaing providing safs waler ome
availabde at all airports. Thess can be Bxesd
mpght tutsle washroums orinsxde theaash
moms. In addibon, water bottle vending
machines thal dispens= bottled waber at
prives sold mulside the ainpurt shaudd be
made availlahle m knge quantities s that air
tmrvedlers hydrde themsebves  whthana
spenchng eorbitant sums an i
The WUnion Ministry of Commimer
Alfnirs’ battle with highly-priced bottled
walers af airparts has been long and,
unforiunafely, unsumsssful When the
minEtry Lok adtion agains! those s=llng
water al prices above the mmomin neladl
price (MHAPE the airport vendom sated
prttinE wenber sperally pactied for alrpors
ot u hapher MEP The nunistey then pro-
habited dual pricing with efect fmm lan-
ary 1, 2018 and since then new brund
nagnes specafically mesnt for pirports are
selling ut high prces. This eutel haes 1o be
b ket gy west er-vending muchines
anel free wuber fournmaing
Ewvtatanthy-pricod Fuxl of airpors is
anotbermaior prolilem alfating s pissen-
s Bocently, the avil aviation minstry,
ailang with the Aimports furthorsy of [nedin,
Lovnsvend o mew concegt — Udaan i Cal
trmule oo d mmaabbe 5 very ressnnanh
s S pir pussengers and higesiully, this
will e eglinbed im ot prponts
Buch cafes, if established in Lirge e
hers. oma b mrusker b diffem nee and sl fomee
qrthees b bring dosm their praces imorder i
meed the anmgetition
Bringing down the high rentals and other
charges on restmants amdd also bring
shirem oo prices ak airprrts
Crorming bodk 1o high atrfares, T must end
with a prsitrer order of the Panchilaila dis
trict consumer commission (PR Singhanim
ve Inberglobhe Svintion Lid, Fehruary L1
20 whersn i askoed the air me b0 refund
8l per cent of the inflabed airfare charged
from the oomsames ! Orders sich as these 5
uginedd by the hi ghesrt oot §rmcest nldod ¥l
wn ik ol sodSsoin g adr ines fomimpesing
firminble rrets onair ravd e
The irrilerisa comsrmer
wighils oo sgfedy erperd
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