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Chennai airport needs to connect
more cities to attract more flyers

CHHRRAL I TANICARY 1033

Work apace:
Officials of the
Airports Authority
of India say that
when the phase ||
modernisation
work concludes,
additional
facilities will be
available, and
they would bring
in some relief. B.
VELANKANNI RA

The airport has slipped to the fourth place in international passenger traffic. Passengers and travel agents feel that to put it back in

the third spot, direct flights should be operated to destinations in the Far East and the West. AAI officials say they are trying to do it

CITY MATTERS

Sunitha Sekar

he Chennai airport may have
slipped to the fourth place in in-
ternational passenger traffic.
But efforts are being made gra-
dually to connect more destinations.

In what could be greatly beneficial to air
passengers, direct flights have been added
this year from Chennai to newer destina-
tions, including Phuket, Brunei, Penang,
and Mauritius. Direct flights to Hong Kong
resumed from the Chennai airport after a
long hiatus and additional flights to Bang-
kok began this year. But passengers and
travel agents say that to put the Chennai
airport back in the third spot, it should
have direct connectivity to destinations in
the Far East and the West, too. The data for
November show that in the international
passenger traffic, there was 1% decline at
the Chennai airport.

The airport handled 4,74,623 passen-
gers in November 2024, compared with
4,79,390 in the same period the previous
year. While the focus should be on improv-
ing the airport’s infrastructure, direct
flight services, too, deserve attention.

Convenience matters

Vidyasagar J., a frequent flyer, says that
when a traveller plans a holiday, he first
considers how convenient the flights are.
When people chalk out a holiday plan,
they choose destinations that have direct
flights because they want to save on travel
time. “Flying to Australia has been on my
bucket list. But we don’t have a direct
flight. Now, we have to travel through Sin-
gapore or Kuala Lumpur. Bengaluru has
been lucky, and it has got flights by Qantas
to Sydney,” he points out.

He noted thousands of people fly to the
United States from Chennai. “Those who
work there are not the only fliers. Families
often visit their kin and they would like to
have direct flights. My in-laws travel to San
Francisco, and for senior citizens who visit

The airport handled
4,74,623 passengers
in November 2024,
compared with
4,79,390 in the
same period the
previous vear

The cost factor: There is a need to decrease the VAT on the Aviation Turbine Fuel. The

their children, it would be convenient to
have direct flights to the U.S.,” he says.

Travel agents say introduction of direct
flights to Vietnam, Japan, the U.S., and
Australia could give a boost to the Chennai
airport.

More travel time

T. Devaki, chairperson of Travel Agents As-
sociation of India (TAAI), says that new
flights to destinations like Phuket, Penang,
and Brunei are helpful as tourists are keen
on travelling to these destinations. “South-
east Asia has always been a favourite of
tourists, largely because of proximity and
affordability. We should consider direct
flights to Vietnam. Many people are at-
tracted to Vietnam as they can cover both
Vietnam and Cambodia. Now, they travel
through Singapore. This means more tra-
vel time, and more cost,” she says.

As for business travellers, Ms. Devaki
thinks that direct flights to Guangzhou and
Tokyo will be particularly helpful and will
have a good load factor. “Before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, we had direct flights to
Japan. But it is unfortunate that these ser-
vices have not resumed yet,” she says.

S. Jeyasekaran, honorary treasurer,
southern chapter of TAAI, says that direct
flights to the Philippines and Spain from
Chennai will also prove beneficial to tra-

airlines look at the VAT before connecting new destinations, says an official. M. VEDHAN

New flights to destinations like Phuket,
Penang, and Brunei are helpful.
Southeast Asia has always been a
favourite of tourists, largely because of
proximity and affordability. We should
consider direct flights to Vietnam.
Many people are attracted to Vietnam
as they can cover both Vietnam and
Cambodia. Now, they travel through
Singapore.

T. DEVAKI,
chairperson, Travel Agents Association of India

vellers. The other destinations that are in-
creasingly popular among tourists from
Chennai are Bali and Azerbaijan.

“If the government takes the initiative,
travellers from Chennai will have a great
advantage. Private airports are able to
have new flights. If there is a push from the
State and Central governments, the Chen-
nai airport will be back on the radar as one
of the most popular airports and the pas-
senger traffic will increase. We [the travel
agents| have also placed a request with the
government in this regard,” he adds.

The dampener

Officials of the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) say that when the phase II moderni-
sation work concludes, additional facilities
will be in place, and they would bring in
some relief. They also note that they have
been reaching out to some of the airlines
as well as the government for more con-
nectivity. “We certainly are eager to esta-
blish more connectivity from our airport
and are working for it. But it depends on
the government. Agreements have to be
signed between two countries for connec-
tivity. Also, there is a definite need to de-
crease the VAT on the Aviation Turbine
Fuel. It is adding to the expenditure of an
airline, and the airlines look at the VAT be-
fore connecting new destinations,” an offi-
cial says.
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our noses for ‘dehyvdrated
delights' - noodles, pofu,
rogima, sandwiches, Mostly
inedible, hugely overrated.
But eat, we must. Even if it is
ashort flight. A legacy
perhaps from our days of
train travel where our elders
wolld share home food with
fellow passengers, and stories
would be swapped over
rallway curries and tomato
soup. Even now, every time
long distance trains pull up at
a platform, hands emerge
from the windows a3 local specialities and kulhaas of
chai are passed around.

Given that air travel no longer comes with the
bells and whistles of its elitist origins, would you
blame people il they expect the same cfuai-samosa

amesh Bhai got it right
R Hyderabad-based influencer

Ramesh, that is: in the news as
he tirned chaiwalloh aboard a
domestic flight, serving tea to his co-
passengers in small, disposable cups,
from a steel flask. Exactly the Indian
Railways way, mid-air at 30,000 feet,
While debates were sparked on airline
safety protocols, some passengers
wanted a somosa with the tea.

We take travel snacking more
seriously than on-time departure
and mayhe even comfortable seats.
Which is why it is not Uncommon to
find large groups and families virtually hosting a picnic
at departure lounges - khakras, paratha rolls, birvani
anid bananas. Anything that would otherwise come with
a hefty price tag at airport eateries,

The snacking continues on-air, where we pay through
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experience while flying?

In September 2024, P Chidambaram had raised
concerns about the exorbitant prices of food and
beverages at the Kolkata airport, where he was charged
2340 for tea made of hot water and a tea bag’. In the
winter sezsion of Parliament, MP Raghav Chadha had
flagged the issue of overpriced food and beverages at
airporis.

The government canght on. Last week, the ministry
of civil aviation and the Airports Authority of India
inaungurated the first UDAN Yatri Cafe of the country at
the Kolkata airport, offering a budget-friendly menu
{tea and water for 210). There is somaose, too - for 220
apieoe.

In these times of mercurial brawls over delays and
flight disruptions, an affordable cup of tea and hot
samast could go a long way in dealing with turbulence.
Whether on ground or in the air

Agres? Disogres? Got o POV idea” Wite to us ob: pov@timesofindacom
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T2 may be closed
for repair once T1
ready around April

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The 1986-era ter-
minal 2 (T2) of Indira Gandhi
International Airport is lik-
ely to be closed for a few
months around April 2025,
when the ongoing repair and
restoration of T1 — a part of
which collapsed last June —
is complete and it finally
starts getting fully utilised.

While sources say the re-
pair at T2 involves “"minor”
work in the building and mo-
re on the apron side that sho-
uld take about four-five
months, the exact timing of
itsreopening could well be de-
cided on what impact the up-
coming Noida International
Airport(NIA)hasontrafficat
IGIA. In the past also T2 has
been mothballed at least twi-
ceasTland T3 were sufficient
to meet the requirement.

The reason: T2 has a capa-
city to handle 1.5 crore pas-
sengers annually (CPA). NIA
at Jewar is slated to get opera-
tional around mid-2025 with
an initial capacity of 1.2 CPA.
Unlike Mumbai where the
megapolis’ CSMIA is already
handling passengers beyond
its capacity and the Navi
Mumbai Airport — which al-
so opens around the same ti-
me as NTA — will get all addi-
tional flights, Noida Airport
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1s getting operational when
IGIA still has a long way to go
before it getssaturated. Sothe
impact NIA has on its traffic
1s being keenly watched by
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) on both its pas-
senger and cargo. It will ac-
cordingly determine the ti-
ming of the final stage of 1GI-
A's development — demolis-
hing T2 to make way for a
much larger T4 with a capaci-
ty of 4 CPA inits place.

“RepairatT1hasbegunand
is expected to be over by April.
A few days after that happens
and the expanded T1 is put to
100% use, T2 will be shut for re-
pairsonthebuildingand apron
side. There could be a time lag
between the two events to fac-
tor in any teething troubles at
T1, which will be fully operatio-
nal for the first time after its ex-
pansion work is completed,”
say people in the know.

The revamped T1, which
saw its capacity doubling to 4
CPA, was Inaugurated In
March and it was supposed to
get fully operational within a
couple of months. However,
the collapse of a 2009-era cano-
pyvonJune2gsaw T1beingfully
setdown and thenonly the new
portion was partially opened a
few months later. Now with the
repair work targeted to be over
by April 2025, that should final-
Iy happen this summer.

The revamped T1 at IGI Airport was ina;gurated in March
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After Covid lessons, India readying 13
new quarantine centres at int’l airports

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indiaisreadying
13 new quarantine centres at
international points of entry
(airports). These centres
will be used for isolating peo-
ple travelling from other
countries who have symp-
toms of adisease with the po-
tential to cause an outbreak.
According to health min-
istry sources, the building of
quarantine centres is being
funded by the PM Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastruc-
ture Mission (PM-ABHIM),
a special programme
launched by PM Modi in 2021.
“The measures under the
scheme focus on developing
capacities of health systems
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and institutions across the

continuum of care at all lev-

els viz. primary, secondary,
and tertiary and on prepar-
Ing health systems in respon-
dingeffectively tothecurrent
and future pandemics/disas-
ters,” aministry official said.

Quarantine isthesepara-
tion and restriction of move-

ment or activities of persons
who are not ill but who are
believed to have been ex-
posed to infection, for the
purpose of preventing
transmission of diseases.

Experts say the pandem-
ic, iIn which hundreds of peo-
ple travelling from countries
affected by the disease out-
break had tobequarantined,
underscored the need for
strengthening quarantine
facilities and developing
protocols to prevent such
diseases from spreading.

An expert group consti-
tuted by Niti Aayog to pre-
pare a framework for future
pandemic preparedness
has also suggested enacting
separate legislation to han-
dle public health crises.
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Fog season: Centre lists steps for airlines,
airport operators to minimise flyers’ pain

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Airlines should not keep
passengers seated inside aireraft for mo-
re than 90 minutes in case of fog-related
delayed departures and they need tocan-
celflights delayed by over three hours.

As peak winter fog season kicks in,
the Union civil aviation ministry on
Wednesday listeddosand don’ts forairli-
nes and airport operators to minimise
passenger inconvenience.

“The Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity’'s (BCAS) circular for facilitating
smoothre-entry of passengers incase of
flight cancellations was operationalised
and drills were organised by CISF with
stakeholders. This would significantly
reduce passenger inconvenience and en-
sure a smoother re-boarding process on-
ce flights resume,” the Ram Mohan Nai-
du-headed ministry said in a statement.

Airlines have been “instructed” to
proactively communicate with passeng-
ersabout potential delays/cancellations
due to visibility issues. “For this, airli-
nes and booking agents (need) to ensure
that correct passenger contact informa-
tion isrecorded during ticket booking.”

The Met department (IMD) along

with Airports Authority of India (AAI)
1s expediting implementation of “ad-
vanced weather observation system”
(AWOS) at Indira Gandhi International
Airport and other fog-affected airports.
This system will ensure accurate and ti-
mely weather information for pilots and
air traffic controllers to enhance opera-
tional safety and efficiency. “IMD (is)
committed to ensure all Met equipment
function without disruption.”

The Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), “in close coordination with
airlines, has ensured deplovment of ade-
quate number of CAT II/CAT IIlI-compli-

HAZY WAY

ant crew and aircraft to carry out low visi-
bility operations efficiently during fog at
affected airports. Three runways at the
Delhi airport have activated CAT-III ILS
systems, including the important runway
10/28 (the one between T1 and T2.”
Airlines have been asked to ensure
full staffing at check-in counters during
peak hours toreduce passenger inconve-
nience. “Delhiairport has installed LED
screens at prominent locations to provi-
de real-time updates on visibility condi-
tions. The airport has also scaled up the
number of ‘follow me’ vehicles, which
will guide and assist the pilots on the
apron/taxiway during low visibility
conditions ensuring better coordina-
tionon ground,” the statement says.
Airlines have been told to sensitise
their “operations control centres” and
war-room representatives for closer co-
ordination during adverse weather,
especially fog, to “improve real time de-
cision-making (and) allowing for more
effective and timely responses to flight
delaysorcancellations.” “AAlhasimple-
mented new standard operating proce-
dures to effectively regulate air traffic at
fog-affected airports and at the origina-
tingordestination airports,” it added.
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Lessons from Covid-19:
Int'l airports to get 13
new quarantine centres

New Delhi: India is readying 13 new quarantine
centres at international points of entry (air-
ports), These centres will be used for isolating pe-
ople travelling from other countries who have
symptomsof adisease with the potential tocause
anoutbrealk.

According to health ministry sources, the bu-
ilding of the quarantine centres is being funded
by the Pradhan
Mantri Ayush-
man Bharat
Health Infrast-
ructure  Mis-
sion, (PM-AB-
HIM), a special
Programime
launched by
the Prime Mi
nister in 2021. ¢
Itfocusesonde- isolating people travelling from
veloping capa- other countries who have symp-
cities of health toms of a disease with the poten-
systemns and in-  tial to cause an outbreak
stitutions
across the continuum of care atall levels viz, pri-
mary, secondary, and tertiary and on preparing
health systems in responding effectively to the
current and future pandemics/disasters,” a se-
nior official of the health ministry said. reports
Durgesh Nandan Jha.

Experts say the pandemic underscored the
need for strengthening quarantine facilities and
developing protocols. An expert group constitu-
ted by Niti Aayog has suggested enacting separa-
te legislation to handle public health crises. The
report titled ‘Future Pandemic Preparedness
and Emergency Response - A Framework for Ac-
tion' said learning from the experience of Co-
vid-19, the experts have realised that responding
in the first 100 dayvs of an outbreak is crucial for
effective management,
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Holiday scason travellifts jet fuel consumption
to record high of 7,78,000 tonnes in December

Rlshl Ranjan Kala
MNew Delhi

The country’s aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) consump-
tion hit an all-time high re-
cord of 7,78,000 tonnes
during December as the
year-end holiday season
boosted both international
and domestic travel.

According to the latest
provisional data from the
Petroleum Planning & Ana-
lysis Cell (PPAC), India’s
ATF, or jet fuel, consumption
rose by 4 per cent m-o-m and
more than 8 per cent y-o-y.

Before this, jet fuel usage
had hit a high of 7,57,000
tonnes during October and
7,58,000 tonnes during
March.

In Q3 FY25, India’s cumu-
lative jet fuel consumption
stood at an all-time high re-
cord of 2.28 mt, aided by
higher usage that was gener-
ally driven by festival, mar-
riage and vacation travel.

RISING AIR TRAVEL
A senior official with an oil

marketing company (OMC)
said that historically also jet
fuel consumption hits a high
during wvacations — both
summers and winters.

“December sees a lot of
foreign and domestic travel,
particularly for wvacations.
Besides, some travel is also
foryear-end retreats by com-
panies, which also boosts air
travel.

“Last month witnessed a
lot of travel, particularly
after December 15-16 when
major holiday season activity
begins,” the official added.

More than 14.64 crore
passengers flew domestically
during January-November
2024, a growth of 6 per cent
Y-o-Y.

The daily passenger traffic
surpassed the five-lakh mark
on four occasions in the last
two months with the latest
being on November 17 with
3,173 flights carrying around
5.05 lakh domestic passen-
gers. During November
2024, around 1.43 crore pas-
sengers flew domestically
compared to 1.27 crore a
vear ago. In October, do-

Refined petroleum
products consumption

ﬁ'ﬂvusann tonnes)

Month/Year Diesel Petrol Jet fuel

Jan-24 7,426 3,100 717
Feb-24 7,435 3,023 705
Mar-24 8,039 3324 758
Apr-24 7925 3284 742
May-24 8,391 3,452 739
Jun-24 7963 3,285 G698
Jul-24 7,185 3,286 723
Aug-24 6478 3,349 716
Sep-24 6,359 3,144 720
Oct-24 7,640 3,401 757
Nov-24 8,158 3,418 748
Dec-24 8,048 3,305 778

Source: PPAC

mestic passengers stood at
1.36 crore. December 2024
numbers are yet to come.

Domestic air traffic hit a
record 154 million in FY24
propelling ATF consumption
to 8.3 million tonnes (mt) in
FY24 surpassing the previ-
ous highof 8.2 mtin FY19.

ATF consumption has
been growing at a CAGR of
1.30 per cent between 2019
and 2024.

MARGINAL DROP
The consumption of key auto

fuel — petrol and diesel —
registered a drop on a
monthly basis. However, the
consumption was higher
year-on-year.

Diesel consumption rose
by almost 6 per cent y-o-y to
8.05 mt during December
2024.

However, it fell marginally
by 1.34 per cent ona monthly
basis.

Diesel is the mainstay of
the transport sector and ac-
counts for more than 40 per
cent share of domestic con-
sumption of refined petro-
leum products in the
country.

Similarly, petrol con-
sumption grew by almost 11
per cent y-0-y to 3.31 mt last
month.

On a monthly basis, the
usage of the fuel, which is
mainly consumed by per-
sonal vehicles, fell by over 3
per cent.

The usage of diesel has
clocked a CAGR of 1.73 per
cent between 2019 and 2024,
while petrol consumption
rose at a CAGR of 5.97 per
cent during the same period.
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17% fewer pilot licences issued in 2024

LEARNING TO FLY. DGCA issued only 1,342 commercial pilot licences against a record 1,622 in 2023

——
Aneesh Phadnis

Murmbai

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued 1,342 commercial pi-
lot licences (CPLs) in 2024, a
reduction of 17 per cent over
the previous year.

In 2023, it had issued a re-
cord 1,622 CPLs. Thiswasal-
most 40 per cent higher than
2022, which saw the issuance
of 1,165 licences.

The figures include certi-
fication of locally trained ca-
dets and licence conversion
of those trained overseas.
Last year, 302 women ob-
tained their CPLs compared
to 292 in 2023.

The DGCA did not share
reasons for issuance of fewer
licences in 2024. According
to aviation sector executives,
a number of factors such as
shortage of instructors and
spare parts, disruption in
aviation gasoline supply dur-
ing March-April, among oth-

CRITICAL FACTORS. A shortage of instructors and spare
parts and disruption in aviation gasoline supply during
March-April slowed down training at flying schools cerry maces

ers, slowed down training at
flying schools in the country.
This, in turn, impacted the
number of licences issued
last year, they said.

BIGGEST BOTTLENECK

“The biggest bottleneck is
the shortage of instruct-
ors. CPL holders need to

pass an examination and un-
dergo check flights along
with DGCA examiners to be-
come flight instructors. In
India, this process takes 8-10
months, more than twice the
time taken in the US or
Europe.”

“Almost 70 candidates are
waiting for three months for

completion of their final
check,” said Jati Dhillon,
Managing Director of the
Government Aviation Train-
ing Institute.

Flying training, which was
hit during the pandemic, re-
sumed in earnest in 2022 and
2023. Thus, the 2023 licence
numbers also reflect the
post- pandemic surge as can-
didates  resumed  their
training.

“It takes around a year to
complete CPL training in the
West. In India, it takes
double the time. India can
actually cater to local de-
mand and even foreign coun-
tries by adopting deregula-
tion and best global
practices,” said Hemanth DP,
CEO, Asia Pacific Flight
Training Academy.

Hemanth said this will
help in speedy induction of
training aircraft, which can
take up to six months due to
multiple NOCs and ap-
provals from regulatory bod-
ies.

“More slots and speedy
clearance is also required for
class I medical exams and
certification,” he said.

Currently, there are 38 fly-
ing training schools operat-
ing at 56 locations across the
country. While government
run-Airport Authority of In-
dia eased norms for develop-
ment of new flying schools at
airports, certain adminis-
trative changes like monthly
examinations (instead of
quarterly) have helped too.

At present, aspiring pilots
need to clear an examination
for radio telephony profi-
ciency conducted by the De-
partment of Telecommunic-

ations. Now, the
examination would be con-
ducted by DGCA.

“The move will ease pilot
certification processes and
support the increasing de-
mand for aviation profes-
sionals,” Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram DMohan Naidu
Kinjarapu said in an X post
last month.
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A-Ibecomes 1st Indian airline to
offer WiFion domestic flights

The in-flight WiFi will allow flyers to connect multiple
devices simultaneously when above 10,000 feet in the air

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi,1January

Air India announced on Wednesday
that it has rolled out WiFi internet con-
nectivity services on board domestic
and international flights operated by
its Airbus A350, Boeing 787-9, and
select Airbus A321neo aircraft. This
makes the Tata-owned airline the first
tooffer in-flight Wi-Fi internet connec-
tivity on flights within India.

In July last year, Vistara became the
first airline to offer WiFi services on
international flights. Vistara was
merged into Air India in November. In
November, the Department of
Telecom stated that in-flight passen-
gers will be able to use internet services
through WiFi only when electronic
devices (mobile phones, laptops, etc)
are permitted to be used in the aircraft
after it attains an altitude of 10,000 feet
in Indian airspace.

Air India said the deployment of
Wi-Fi on domestic routes followed an
ongoing initial programme on inter-
national flights operated by the Airbus
A350, select Airbus A321 neo, and
Boeing B787-9 aircraft to international
destinations, including New York,
London, Paris, and Singapore.

“As with the domestic offer, WiFi is
complimentary for an introductory
period. Air India will progressively roll
out the service on other aircraft in its
fleet over time,” it added.

The in-flight WiFi will also allow
passengers to connect multiple

The service is rolled out for
domestic and international
flights operated by Air India's
Airbus A350, Boeing 787-9, and
select Airbus A321neo aircraft

devices simultaneously when above
10,000 feet. WiFi services will enable
passengers to "stay connected to the
internet during their flights, and to
enjoy browsing, accessing social
media, catching up on work, or texting
friends and family”, the airline said.
“Connectivity is now an integral
part of modern travel. For some, it is
about the convenience and comfort of
real-time sharing, while for others, it
is about greater productivity and effi-
ciency. Whatever one’s purpose, we are
confident that our guests will appreci-
ate having the option of connecting to
the web and enjoy the new Air India

experience on board these aircraft,"
said Rajesh Dogra, Chief Customer
Experience Officer, Air India.

Air India Group, which includes
full-service carrier Air India and low-
cost airline subsidiary Air India
Express, has about 300 planes in its
fleet. In October last year, AIX Connect
(formerly known as AirAsia India) was
merged into Air India Express. A
month later, Vistara was merged into
Air India.

A few weeks ago, Air India CEO and
MD Campbell Wilson told reporters
that the group plans to add about 100
more planes to its fleet in the next
three years. In the last two years, the
group has placed a huge order of 570
planes — narrow body as well as wide
body — with European planemaker
Airbus and American aerospace
giant Boeing.

Govt issues advisory
to airlines on fog

The Civil Aviation Ministryon
Wednesday advised airlinesto
sensitise theirOperations Control
Centresand war-room
representatives for closer
coordination during adverse
weather conditions, especially
fog, even asit reiterated its earlier
instructions to airoperators to
cancel flightsifthe delay is more
thanthree hours. PTI
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DetMin Readies Plan to Streamline
Procurement, Promote Partnerships

2025 DECLARED VEAR OF REFORMS Ministry will also focus on integrated theatre commands

ManuPubby

New Delhi: The defenee ministry
has prepared a roadmap that will fi-
cus on streamlining procurement,
promaote integration between the ser-
vices, encourage publie-privato part-
nerships and technology transfer.

Al a meeting chaired by defence
minister Rajnath Singh, 2025 has be-
en declared as the vear of reforms
with several initiatives set to be rol-
ledout in thecoming months. Offici-
als said that among the areas that
have been identified for focused in
tervention is the acquisition proce-
dure, which has often been marred
by delays and time overruns.

“Aoquisition procedures need to be
miade simpler and time-sensitive to fa-
cilitate swifter and robust capability
development,” they sald. Sourees ad-
ded among the new [nitiatives being
placed is an accelerated procurement
procedure that will be on the lines of

emergency procurements done by the
servicesover the past four vears. Such
a procedure will drastically cut down
selevtion time as well as delivery of
weapans svstems Lo the armed forces,

Another focns area is going 1o be
Improving ease of doing business,
with the ministry looking to promo
e technology transfer and public-
private partnerships in the defence
sector: It is known that public sector
entities have a lot of manufacturing

infrastructure and expertise but ha-

vie been unable to fully absorb tech-
nology due to constraings like hi
ring and rewards policies. The go
vermment is likely to encourage
public sector units toenter into part-
nerships with the private sectos:

Officials said that the idea is to posi
tionIndiaasacredibleexporterof de
fence products and focus on research
and development partnerships bet
ween domestic companies and fore
ign original equipment manufactu-
rers. For example, the partnership

MANY STEPS PLANNED
At ameetingchaired by
Rajnath, minhas decided
toroll out severalinitia-
tivesincoming months

bestween Tata and Adrbus to manufae-
fure C245 transport aircraft in India
is expected to bring in key aviation

. --u.-.:.l.m.k.l.l.L‘lI. i ‘: ]

il

a,l A

technologles tothe private sector
The reforms will alsofocus on colla
boration across various stakehol
ders and effective civil-military coor-
dination to eliminate inefficiencies
Besides, they will promote jolntmess
by facilitating establishment of in
teprated theatre commands. Some
domains that have been chosen for
particular focus are cvber and space,
emerging technologies like artificial
imtelligence. machine learning, hy-
persomnics and robotics.

FILEPHOTD
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ATF Price Cut by 1.5%, Commercial LPG Rates Down 214.50 per Cylinder i the country. according to

state-owned fuel retailers.
New Delhi: The price of jet isused in hotels and restau- benchmark international %1,401.37 per Kkilolitre, or  The rate cut follows two ro-
fuel, or ATFE, on Wednesday rants was cut by ¥14.50 per prices. 1.52%, to T90,455.47 per kl in unds of monthly increases.
was reduced by 1.5% and ra- 19-kg cylinder in the month- The aviation turbine fuel the national capital—home Prices were increased by
tes of commercial LPG that lyrevisiondone inlinewith (ATF) price was reduced by toone of the busiest airports 32,9415 per Kkl (3.3%) on No-
vember 1, and by Rs 1,318.12
per Kkl (1.45% ) on December 1,
2024. —PTI
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Govt cutsjet fuel price
by 1.5%, commercial
LPG by %14.5/cylinder

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, January 1

THE PRICE OF jet fuel, or ATF, on
Wednesday was reduced by 1.5%
and the rateof commercial LPG that
is used in hotels and restaurants was
cut by ¥14.5 per 19-kgcylinder inthe
monthlyrevision done in line with
benchmarkinternational prices.

The aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
pricewasreducedby¥1,401.37 per
kilolitre, or 1.52%,t0 ¥90,455.4 7in
thenational capital —home to one
of the busiest airports —according
tostate-owned fuel retailers.

The rate cut follows two rounds
of monthly increases. Prices were
increasedby ¥2,941.5 perkl(3.3%)
on November 1,and by ¥1,218.12
per K (1.45%) on December 1,
2024 .The ATF pricein Mumbai has
been reduced to ¥84,511.93 from
185,861.02 per K previously.

Oil firms also reduced the price
of commercial LPG by ¥14.5 to
¥1,804 per 19-kg cylinder in the
nationalcapital This thefirst reduc-
tion after fifth straight monthly
hikes in commercial LPG price.
Rateswere hiked by ¥16.5 per 19-
kg cylinder at the last revision on
December 1. Infive price increases,
commercial LPG rates had been
hikedby¥172.5 per19-kgcylinder.

Commercial LPG now costs
11,756 per19-kgcylinderin Mum-
bai, ¥1,911 in Kolkata, and ¥1,966
in Chennai. Prices of ATF and LPG
differ fromstate tostatedepending
on the incidence of local taxes
including VAT. The rate of cooking

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

MONTHLY REVISION
. > <~ 2

(%
ATF prices for domestic airlines
(% /kilolitre)

Applicable from January 1, 2025
METRO PRICES

Delhi  90,455.47 [N
Kolkata 93,059.79 [
Mumbai 84,511.93 ;
Chennai 93,670.72 [

B A 19-kg commercial cylinder
now costs 1 804 in Delhi,
¥1,756in Mumbai, 1,911 in
Kolkata, and 1,944 in Chennai
B Domestic cooking gas rate
remains unchanged

gas used in domestic households,
however, remained unchanged at
¥803 per 14.2-kgcylinder.

State-owned Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (10C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL), and Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) revise prices of ATF and
cooking gas on the first of every
month based on the average price
of benchmark international fuel
and foreign exchange rate.

Thu, 82 January 2825
https://epaper.financialexpr
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Air India set for major global
expansion, says CEO Wilson

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, January 1

AIR INDIA HAS covered a lot of
ground since privatisation and its
global coverage will further
increase intheyears ahead, the air-
line's chief Campbell Wilson said
on Wednesday.

He also said the interior refit of
the single-aisle fleet, serving
domestic and short-haul interna-
tional destinations, is underway,
and will be completed by mid-
2025.

Loss-making Air India was
acquired by the Tata Group from
the government in January 2022,
and is undergoing an ambitious
five-yeartransformation plan.

In 2024, Air India completed
the merger of Vistara with itself as
well as integration of Air India
Express and AIX Connect was also
done.

InhisNew Yearmessage, Wilson
saidthese mergers and newaircraft
deliveries have taken Air India
Group'sfleetto 300aircraft,allow-
ing ittoexpandto over 100 domes-
tic and international destinations.

“Air India's global coverage will
further increase in the years ahead,
not least because of therecent addi-
tionof 100 aircraftto our order boolk,
augmenting the earlier commit-
ment for470madein 2023 "hesaid.

The Air India CEO and MD also
said these new aircraft will be sup-
ported by a brand-new 12-bay
maintenance facility and mainte-
nance training school in Bengaluru
(Karnataka), a new 34-aircraft
flight school in Amravati (Maha-
rashtra) and the training academy
in Gurugram (Haryana).

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation mar-
ketsand effortsare being made to
make the countrya global aviation
hub with Indian carriers providing

FINANCIAL EXPRESS M.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76537203

READTO LEAD

CAMPBELL WILSON, CEC & MD, AR INDIA £
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All 30,000 Air Indians are fully com-
mitted to improving the quality and
consistency of our services, in all

areas, so that Air India becomes the
world-class airline we all want it to be /

-

b
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Al first airline to roll out

Wi-Fion domestic fleet?

PRIVATE CARRIER AIR India on
Wednesdayrolled out Wi-Fi inter-
net connectivity services on
board domesticandinternational
flights on its widebody Airbus
A350 and Boeing 787-9 fleet
aswell asonselect Airbus
A321neo aircraft.

This makes Air India A
=0

thefirst airline to offer such
services on flights within
India,theairline said.
Accessibleon Wi-Fi-enabled
devices such as laptops, tablets,
and smartphones with i0S or
Android operating systems, the
in-flight Wi-Fi will also allow
guests to connect multiple
devices simultaneously

direct flightsto international des-
tinations.

“Air India has covered a lot of
ground in the period since privati-
sation; we acknowledge there's
much more to be done.

B2 January 2025

B

--------

when above 10,000 feet, it said.
The deployment of Wi-Fi on
domestic routes follows an
ongoing pilot programme on
international services operated
by the Airbus A350,select Air-
bus A321 neo and Boe-
ing B787-9 aircraft
serving international
destinations including
Mew York, London, Paris and
Singapore.Aswiththedomes-
tic offer, Wi-Fi is complimen-
tary foran introductory period,
Air India said.

Air India said it will pro-
gressively roll out the service
onotheraircraft inits fleet
over time. PTI

“All 30,000 Ailr Indians are full‘;,.r
committed to improving the qual-
ity and consistency of our services,
in all areas, so that Air India
becomes theworld-class airline we

allwantitto be,"he said.
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Ministry issues fog
advisory to airlines

THE CIVIL AVIATIOMN ministry on
Wednesday acv ised airlines to
sensitise their operations contral
centnes and war-room
representatives for doser
coordination during advwerse
weather conditions, especilly
fog, even as it reiterated its eadier
orders to aif operators to canc e
flghts if the delay is more than
three hours. Passengers should
not be hedd up inside delayed
aireraft for more than 20 minutes
as this would significant ly reduce
passenger inconvenience PTI
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FLY BIG AIRLINES EXPANDS
INTER-CITY FLIGHTS

Staff Reporter

BILASPUR

In a move to promote air
travelin Chhattisgarh, Fly Big
Airlines has expanded its air
service between Haipur, Bi-
laspur, and Ambikapur. In-
itially operating three days a
week (Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday), the service will
now run six days a week,
from Monday to Saturday.

As per the new flight
schedule, Raipur to Ambila-
pur: Departs at $:00 AM, ar-
rives at 10:15 AN, Ambikapur
to Bilaspur: Departs at 10:40
AM, arrives at 11:35 AM, Bilas-
pur to Ambikapur: Departs at
12:00 PM, arrives at 12:55 FM
and Ambikapur to Raipur:
Departs at 120 PM, arrives at
2:30 PM.

The first flight under the
new schedule landed at Bilas-

pur Airport on Monday, but
both legs of the Ambikapur-
Bilaspur route flew without
passengers due to insufficient
publicity about the schedule
Expansion.

The Air Suvidha Jan Sang-
harsh Samiti welcomed the
increased frequency but
raised the following sugges-
tions, extending the Ambila-

pur flight further to Banaras,
making it & round trip via
Ambikapur to Raipur by
evening. Station aircraft at Bi-
laspur Airport instead of Rai-
pur Airport to enable more
flights from Bilaspur. The
committee has also urged
passengers to book tickets
and utilize the service to en-
sure its sustainabil ity.
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| Economic Turbulence

Airfares to Kashmir
more expensive
than trip to Dubai

Mukeet Akrmall
Srinagar, Dec 31

Astonishingly, travelling
from Delhi to Dubai ismuch
cheaper than travelling
from the nattonal capital to
Srinagaras airfares to Kash
mir have skyrocketod

A cursory look at the air
fares for Delhi to Dubai on
December 31 showed tickets
hoverimg around Rs 10,000 to
13,000 per passenger, while
airtickets from Delhito Sr
nagar airport cost Rs 21 8623
on the same date,

Similarly, airfares from
Mumbai to Srinagar were
listed at Rs 21,843, and from
Bangalore, they exceed Rs
20,000,

The rise in nirfares is
attributed to two main
factors: the closure of the
Srinagar-/ammu National
Highway for the last two
days due to New Yeur's Eve
celebrations, which have
increased the number of
tourists visiting Kashmir,

The expensive airfares
are severely impacting
patients, students, and
tourists who have to travel
between Srinagar and Delhi

A senior civil aviation
official said. “"Due to high
demand and Umited supply,
airfares from Delhi to Sri

Rs 20,000

Hi d
tourisis

ligs bear brunt

nagar and Mumbai to Sei
nagar have seen a signifi
cant increase.”

Bashir Ahmad. a travel
agent said, "The govern
ment should toke harsh
action against individuals
responsible forexorbitantly
rising airfares. which are
shooing away tourists and
causing problems for the

¥ See Alrfares. _on Pg-0B

Airfares to Kashmir...

local populace. A mechanism to cap alifares must be put
in placeto prevent issues for evervone. Not only do tourists
fly, but students, patients, and businesspeople make up the
majority of those leaving Srinagar and bearing the brumnt
of this arbitrary price increase.”

Irshad Ahmad, a Srinagar resident, shared hisordeal,
“Ipaid Rs 21 000 per passenger airfare from Delhi to Sri
nagar, We were 10 family members and my total cost of
air tickets was Rs2.10 lakh because we travelled to Delhi
for my father's critical surgery and had our children
with us as there was nobody here to look after them.”

A parliamentary panel has highlighted that escalat
ing fares during the peak season are a major deterrent
to increasing tourist footfall in Kashmir,

In its report, the Department-Related Padiamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism, and Cul
ture sald, “Exorbitant price of air tickets s a major
dampener. Es aiting alrfares of low cost’ carriers
during the peak season is a major deterrent to increas
ing footfall in the region. The airfares are equivalent
to that of nearby foreign destinations and given the
sensitivity of the region, tourists would prefer to visit
nearby forelgn destinations at the same alrfare rather
than visit J&K .~

In response to these observations, the Ministry of
Tourism has engaged with the Ministry of Civil Avia.
tion (MoCA).

However, the MoCA has informed us that, at present,
alrfares are not controlled by the government, leaving
the issue of high airfares unresolved for the moment
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S Korea to send
Jeju Air crash
black box to US

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

SEQUL: South Korean investiga-
tors probing a Jeju Air crash
which killed 179 people in the
worst aviation disaster on its soil
said on Wednesday they will
send one of the retrieved black
boxes to the United States for
analysis.

The Boeing 737-800 was car-
rying 181 people from Thailand
to South Korea, on Sunday,
when it issued a mayday call and
belly-landed before hitting a bar-
rier and bursting into flames,
killing everyone aboard except
two flight attendants pulled
from the burning wreckage.

South Korean and US investi-
gators, including from Boeing,
have been combing the crash
site in southwestern Muan since
the disaster to establish a cause.

“The damaged flight data
recorder has been deemed unre-
coverable for data extraction
domestically,” said South
Korea's deputy minister for civil
aviation, Joo Jong-wan.

“It was agreed today to trans-
port it to the United States for
analysis in collaboration with
the US National Transportation
Safety Board.” Joo earlier said
both of the plane’s black boxes
were retrieved, and for the cock-
pit voice recorder “the initial
extraction has already been
completed”.

“Based on this preliminary
data, we plan tostart converting
it into audio format,” he said,
meaning investigators would be
able to hear the pilots’ final com-
munications.

The second black box, the
flight data recorder, “was found
with a missing connector”, Joo
said. Officials initially pointed to
a bird strike as a possible cause
of the disaster, but they have
since said the probe was also
examining a concrete barrier at
the end of the runway, which
dramatic video showed the plane
colliding with before bursting
into flames.

A special inspection of all Boe-
ing 737-800 models operated by
local carriers was examining
their landing gear after it “failed
to deploy” in this case, said the
director general for aviation
safety policy, Yoo Kyeong-soo.

Officials probe the site where a Jeju Air aircraft crashed, at Muan

South Korean
authorities vow
to execute ousted
president Yoon

arrestwarrant

SEOUL: South Korean
investigators said on
Wednesday they would
execute an arrest war-
rant for Yoon Suk Yeol
over his declaration of
martial law by the dead-
line of January 6, as the
impeached leader vowed
to fight to the bitter end.

The Corruption Inves-
tigation Office (CIO)
requested the warrant
after Yoon failed to
report for questioning a
third time.

However, it has been
unclear whether they
could execute it as the
Presidential Security Ser-
vice have previously
refused to comply with
search warrants,  AfP

Local media reported the
landing gear had deployed prop-
erly on Jeju Air Flight 2216's first
failed landing attempt at Muan
airport before failing on the sec-
ond. The issue “will likely be
examined by the Accident Inves-
tigation Board” through a review
of testimony and evidence, the
ministry of land, which oversees
civil aviation, said at a briefing,

All victims identified

At Muan airport, relatives of the
victims were allowed to visit the
site, on Wednesday, for the first
time since the crash.

Families were taken to see the
runway and the cement wall that
the plane hit, according to the
ministry of land.

Hundreds of people also
queued up to pay their respects
at a memorial altar set up to
honour the victims.

So many people came to the
memorial that the queue
stretched for hundreds of metres
and the local cell phone network
was overloaded, local media
reported. Other altars for the vic-
tims have been set up nation-
wide,

International Airport,in Muan, South Korea,on Wednesday. AP
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Commercial LPG, ATF prices
cut for first time in 6 months

Rituraj Baruah

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: In a New Year gift
to the people, government-
owned oil marketing compa-
nies (OMC) reduced prices of
commercial cooking gas for the
first time in six months on
Wednesday with immediate
effect. The price cuts ranged
from 14 to 16 per cylinder.

OMCs also reduced aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices,
which may lead to cheaper air
fares.

In the national capital, the
price of a 19kg commercial
cooking gas cylinder was low-
ered by ¥14.50 to 31,804 per cyl-
inder. Prices were previously
revised to 31,818.50 on 1 Decem-
ber, when they were raised by
about 6 per cylinder.

Prices in Kolkata, Mumbai
and Chennai stood at 1,911,
1,756 and 31,966, respectively,
lower by 216, 215 and 314 per
cylinder, according to data on
the website of Indian Oil Corp.
Ltd. Commercial LPG is largely
used in the hospitality and food

In Delhi, the price of a19 kg
commercial LPG was lowered
by ¥14.50 to T804 per cylinder.
SHUTTERSTOCK

& beverage space. This price
reduction may ease the
expenses of hotels and restau-
rants. Commercial LPG prices
had been increased for five
consecutive months since
August. Prices of domestic
cooking gas, however, were left
unchanged.

ATF prices were cut on

Wednesday after they were
increased for two consecutive
months.

In New Delhi, jet fuel prices
were reduced by 31,401.37 to
390,455.47 per kilolitre. ATF
prices in Kolkata, Mumbai and
Chennai were lowered by
31,491.84, 1,349.09 and
21,560.77 to %93,059.79,
%84,511.93 and 393,670.72 per
kilolitre, respectively. Fuel
costs account for about 40% of
an airline’s expenses.

The price reductions come
amid tepid international oil
prices.

Crude oil prices have largely
been below the $75 per barrel
mark for the past couple of
months, largely due to demand
and slowdown concerns glo-
bally.

The March contract of Brent
was at $74.64 per barrel on
Wednesday. Although com-
mercial LPG and ATF prices
have been cut, there is no relief
in petrol and diesel prices,
which were last cut by about 32
per litre in March, ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections.
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AIR INDIA PLANS
TO EXPAND IN
2025, SAYS CEO
CAMPBELL WILSON

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Air India’s chief
executive officer Campbell Wil-
son in an internal mail on
Wednesday announced that the
airline has expansion plans in
2025 and that it is set to grow
remarkably in the years to come.

“More than 100 new aircraft
have been deployed, including
India’s first Airbus A350 aircraft
now flying from Delhi to London
and New York. These are part of
the one-third of our twin-aisle
fleet... with the remainder of the
fleet progressively undergoing
similar upgradation over the
next two years. Interior refit of
the single-aisle fleet, serving
domestic and short-haul inter-
national destinations, is already
well underway, and will be com-
plete by mid-2025," Wilson said
while extending new year wishes
to the employees.

The merger of the four Tata
airlines into one full-service air-
line, Air India, and one low-cost
carrier, Air India Express, was
completed in late 2024, and the
erstwhile Vistara aircraft are
now deployed on metro-to-
metro domestic routes and to
key international destinations
such as Frankfurt and Singa-
pore.

“These mergers and new air-
craft deliveries have taken the
Air India Group fleet to 300 air-
craft. Air India’s global coverage
will further increase in the years
ahead, not least because of the
recent addition of 100 aircraft to
our order book, augmenting the
earlier commitment for 470
made in 2023,” Campbell said.

“These new aircraft will be
supported by a brand-new 12-bay
maintenance facility and main-
tenance training school in Ben-
galuru, a new 34-aircraft flight
school in Amravati, and the
aforementioned training acad-
emy in Gurugram, underscoring
our commitment to strengthen-
ing India’s aviation ecosystem,
not just our airline,” he added.
The airline has deployed cus-
tomer-facing initiatives, includ-
ing upgraded inflight catering,
new amenities, and the rolled
outof streaming entertainment
onall aircraft.
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Air India first
airline to roll
out Wi-Fi for
select flights
in country

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JAMLARY

AIRINDIA on Wednesday rolled
out Wi-Fi internet connectivity
services on board domestic
flightsoperated by select aircraft
initsfleet— Airbus A350, Boeing
787-9 and some Airbus
A321neo. The Tata Group-
owned airline was alreadyoffer-
ing internet connectivity on in-
ternational flights operated by
these aircraft as part of a pilot
programime.

AirIndiaisthe first Indian air-
line to offer internet connectiv-
ity on domestic flights.

In a statement, the airline
said Wi-Fiwill be offered free of
charge for alimited introductory
period, but did not specify the
duration.

“The deploymentof Wi-Fion
domesticroutes follows an ongo-
ing pilot programme on interna-
tional services operated by the
Airbus A350, select Airbus
A321 neoand Boeing BY87-9 air-
craft serving international desti-
nations including New York,
London, Paris and Singapore. As
with the domestic offer, Wi-Fi is
complimentary for an introduc-
tory period. Air India will progres-
sively roll out the serviceonother
aircraft inits fleet over ime,” the
airline said in a statement.

On-board internet services
are fast becoming astandard of-
fering particularlyamong major
full-service carriers globally. Air
India has ambitions to be
counted among the wodd's fore-
most full-service carriers,

Besidesthe new A350 planes,
which Air India started operating
in 2024, the other aircraftare un-
derstood to be those oferstwhile
Vistara, which merged with Air
India in November, All these air-
craft are equipped with special
hardware thatisrequired to offer
internet connectivity on board.
Vistara had beenoffering internet
connectivity on select interna-
tional flights prior to the merger.

e A A, B

SThelndian @

o Air India first
airline to roll out
Wi-F1 on some
domestic routes

Intemet connectvity on board
theVistaraaircraft wasfaolitaied
by amother Tata Groip cormpany
- Melto -- in partnership with
Panasonic Avionics Corporation.
The same service i being ex-
tended to Air india’s domestic
(hghtsoperated by the select flost,
1015 eamL

Accesible on Wi-F-enabled
devices suchas Laptops, tablets
and smartphones with 105 or
Android operating systens, the
in-flight Wi-F wall also allow
s o connect i iple devices
simultaeoushy According to the
airfine, pasengers will uwe tose-
lect the Air Ind ia Wi-F netwark
on their devices, after wehich they
will be redirected to the Adr India
portal on the device's defanlt
brewser Alter entenng theirde-
tails, inchuiding PMR and Bist name,
the device will be connecied to
theWi-Fi network.

“Lonmectivity §S now an e
gral part ol modern travel. For
sorme, it isabout the comenience
andl comnffort of real-time sharing,
wihele for others. itz about greanes
productivity  and  efficiency.
Whatever be ore's purpose, we
are confident that our guestswill
appredate having the option of
connacting tothe web and enijoy
the new Air India experience on
board these airerfi,” said Alr
Incha'sChuef Custormer Experence
Olficer Ragesh Dogra,
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Commercial LPG,

ATF prices

IIlI.l'.."i.L;d.'-\J.:I|I"Ié.'|I-'E11III & CONTY
MEW DELHI

ment -owned oil marketing

companies (OMC) reduced
prices of commercial cooking
gras for the frst time in six
maonths on Wednesday with
immediate effect. The price
culs ranged from Tt 16 per
cvlimder.

OMCs also reduced aviation
turbine fuel (ATF)

I na New Year'sgift, povern

lowered

Liel Cormmercial L PG is Lngedy
used in the hespitality and food
& beverage space.

Thisreduction muy case the
expensesof hotels and restan
rants Commercial LG prices
had been increased for five
consecutive months since
August. Prices of domestic
cooking s, however, were befi
unchanged.

ATF prices were cut on
Wednesday after they were
incressed for two consecutive

micsriths.

prices, whichmay  ATF prices were In New Delhi
lead tochesper air cut on jet fuel prces
fares. Wednesday after were reduced by

In the national they were IL40L3T o
capital, the price 10 45547 per
of a Bl conrmmer increased fl:!r o liloslitre, ATF ilrn
cial cooking gas consecutive ces in Kolkaia,

months

evlinderwaslow
ered by 11050 1o
{1804 per ovlin
der. Prices were previously
revised to 1151850 on 1
December, when they wene
raised by about 106 per oylin
der.

Prices in Kolkata, Mumbai
and Chennai stood at 11,911,
1L 7 aGand 1966, respectivedy,
lower by 216, 115 and 114 per
evlimder, according Lo data on
the website of Indian (il Corp.

Mumbai and
Chennai  were
lowered bry
LASLEE, 1134908 and
LLAG0.TT 1o THE,055.79,
T84 50195 and 1005670, 72 per
kilolitre, respectively. Fuel
coests acoount foratsomt 400, of
an airline’s expenses,

The price reductions comse
armid tepid infermational od pri
ces.

For an extended version of
Hais sty g do Ivemind com.
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Air India chief Cambell Wilson says the airfine has
covared 3 kot of ground since privatization. st

Air India will raise
its global coverage'

ir India has covered a lot of ground sinee
A privatisation and its global coverage will

further increase in the vears ahead, the
airline’s chief Camphell Wilson said.

He also said the interior refii of the single
aisle fleet, serving domestic and short-haul
international destinations, is underway, and
will be completed by mid - 20025,

Loss-making Air India was acquired by the
Tata Group from the government in January
20322 andis undergoing an ambitious five-vear
transformeation plan.

In 2024 Air India completed the merger of
Vistura with itself as well as integrtion of Air
India Express and AIX Connect was also done.

In his New Y ear message, Wilson said these
merzers and new aircrafi delivenies have liken
Air India Group's feet to 300 aircralft, allowing
it to expand to over 100 domestic and
international destinations.

=Air India’s global coverage will urther
mmerease in the vears ahead, not beast because of
the recent addition of 100 aircraft to our order
boolk, augmenting the earlier commitment for
470 made in 2025, he said. Pl
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Air India rolls out Wi-Fi
service on select aircraft

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAIL Air India on
Wednesday announced the
launch of in-flight Wi-Fi
servioes across its wide-
body Airbus A350 and ™
Boeing 787-9 flect, as well
as select Adrbus A321neo
aircraft, for both domestic and
international routes.

With this move, Air India
has become the first airline
in the country to offer Wi-Fi

connectivity on tllghtj within
India, the airline stated.
The service, compatible
with Wi-Fi-enabled devices
such as laptops, tablets, and
smartphones running
105 or Android, allows
passengers to connect
multiple devices simultane-
ously once the aircrafl reaches
an altitude of 10,000 feet.
The rollout on domestc
routes builds upon an ongo-
:il.'lg pi.l[:ll. Continued on P4

2 JANUARY 2025

Air India
rolls out
Wi-Fl...

Continued from P1

rogramme for inter-
national  flights
operated by Aidr-

bus A350, select Airbus
A321nen, and Boeing
787-9  aircraft, serv-
ing destinations such as
New York, London, Paris,
and Singapore.

Druring the introduc-
tory phase, the Wi-Fi
service will be offered
free of charge, Air India
confirmed.

The airline further
announced plans to
gradually extend the ser-
vice to additional aireraft
in its fleet over time.
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Air India rolls out in-flight Wi-Fi connectivity

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Delny

ATR INDIA has rolled out Wi-Fi
mternet connectivity services
onboarnd domestic amd infernn-
tional Mights operated by Alr
bus Adi), Boeing 7874 and se
lect Alrbus A321neo alrcrafl
With this, the Tata Group
airline has become the first
player to offer in-flight
Wi-Fi inter net connectivity on
Mighits within India

Alr India will roll out the
service on other aireraft In its
Meet over time. As with the do
mestic offer, Wi-Fiis compli
mentary for an Introductory
period. This service will be

available to devices like lap
tops, tablets, and smartphones
with 108 or Android operating
systems. The in-Mlight Wi-Fi
will allow guests to connect
multiple deviees simulta neons
1y when above 10,000 fest. "Cone
nectivity 15 an integral part of
modern travel. For some, it s
about convenke nce and comfort

of real-time sharing, while for
others, it is about greater pro-
ductivity and efficiency
We are confident that our
guests will appreciate having
option of connecting to web
and enjoy the new Air In
din experienoe on boarnd
these alrcraflt,” said
Rajesh Dogra, chief ™
customer experience
afficer, Ajr India. b
The deployment of
Wi-F1 on domestic routes
follows an ongoing pliol pro-
gramme on international serv-
ices operated by Adrbuas 4350,
gelect Alrbus A321 neo
and Boeing BTET-9 aircrafi

serving international destina-
tons inclnding New York, Lon-
dan, Paris and Singapore
The in-Might Wi-Fi connec-
tons depend on factors 1ike
satelllte connectivity,
bandwidth usage, routes
and government
restrictions
Air India has placed
an order for 34 wrainer
aireraft as it prepares
to start training of
pllots at South Asia's larg
est Flying Tralning Organisa-
ton (FTOycoming up in Amra-
vatl, Maharashira by the
second hall of 2025 post re gu-
latory approvals
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OMC:s slash price of ATF,
commercial LPG cylinder

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL @ Mew Dy

STATE-owned oll marketing
companies (OMCs) have re
dueed price of aviation furbine
Iuel (ATF) by 1.5% and also
lowered the cost ol commercial
LPG used in hotels and restaw
ranis by ¥T14.5 per 19-kg
cylindes:

According to the no
tifleation, in Delhl, the
price of ATF was cut
by £1.400.47 per kilali
tre (K1), or 1.5%, bring
ing the new price to
o0 455 47 per k1. This re-
duction Follows two consecu
tive price hikes. On November
1, 2024, ATF prices were in-
creased by €2.941.5 per ki
{3.3% ). and again on December
1, 2024, by T1,318.12 per Kkl
{1.46%)

In Mumbad, the price of ATF

has been redoced (o BEd 511,90
per Kl from $85 861.02 per ki
previously
Trlll‘ rl.".['l"-\. .'!ll"i“ I'r‘1|I|I\1'd ’]'H‘
price of commercial LPG by
214.5, bringing the price of a
18-kg eylinder In Delhl to
€1.804. This marks the frst re
duction after five consecu-
tive monthly hikes in
commercial LPG pric
& The last increase on
December 1, 2024, was
£16.5 per 19-kg eylin-
der. which followed a
total hike of TATZS per
cylinder over the previous
five months, Commercial LPG
now costs 1,766 per 18-k cyl
inder in Mumbai, ¥1,911 in
Holkata, snd €1.966 in Chennal
Meanwhile, the price of cook
ing gas for domestic house-
holds remains unchanged at
1803 per 14.2-kg cvlinder
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