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Cyclone Fengal: Chennai
airport suspends flights

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chennai, November 30

CHENHAIAIRPORTOM Friday
announced suspension of
operations till 4 am on
December 1 following heavy
inundation of runways and
the taxiway, due to the
cyclone 'Fengal' triggered
rains and the ‘adverse
weather condition, with over
50 flights being cancelled and
scores of passengers left in
the lurch. Official sources
here said the two runways
and the taxiway were inun-
dated and as many as 55
flights were cancelled and 19
others diverted, adding, the
services include both domes-
tic and international opera-
ticns. Earlierin the day, when
the airport was operational, at
least 12 flights were delayed.

The Chennai airport in a
poston X' said that a team of
senior officials was closely
maonitoring the situation to
facilitate the earliest resump-
tion of operations as meteo-
rological conditions improve.

"A WebEx meeting was
conducted on 30th Novem-
ber 2024 at 1630 hrs, involv-
ing all stakeholders and offi-
clals from the India
Metearological Department
(IMD). During the meeting,
IMD provided updates indi-
cating that the landfall is
expected around 2030 hrs,
with prevailing weather con-
ditions likely to persist until
2330 hrs. Following consulia-
tions with AAl Headquarters
and considering feedback
from stakeholders, it has been
decided to extend the closure
of operations through a
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen)
until 0400 15T on 1st Decem-
ber 2024. We recommend
passengers check with
their respective airlines
regarding their flights,"it said
ina post on X,

S —

According to estimates from official sources, over 10,000
people could have been affected due to cancellations
and diversions

Official sources said
the two runways and the
taxiway were inundated
and as many as 55 flights
were cancelled and
19 others diverted

The complete disruption
of services left the passengers
in a lurch and according to
ballpark estimates from offi-
cial sources, over 10,000 peo-
ple could have been affected
due to cancellations and
diversions. While the services
were hit, nearly 1,000 pas-
sengers continued to stay
back inside the airport

Ll

premises to take the first
available flight from here to
theirrespective destinations,

Asmany as 20 flights were
cancelled in Hyderabad as
well which were services to
and from Chennai and Tiru-
pati. Initially, expecting an
earlierlandfall of the cyclone,
airport authorities had
declared suspension of oper-
ations till 7 pm starting from
12.30 pm. The cyclonic starm
isexpected to make a landfall
tonight, close to Puducherry.
Chennai a:'rpurt said IndiGo
Airlines temporarily sus-
pended flight operations,
which will resume once the
weather improves,
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u Chennai airport shuts down, several flight hit

Cyclone Fengal_batters TN, Pondy

Chenmai, Nov. 80: Cyclone
enga] triggered vy
rains accompanied h-.
gusty winds lashed north-
ern Tamil Nadu and neigh-
bouring Puducherry on
Saturday, prompting a
shutdown of the Chennai
airport, and inundated
many parts of the city but
there were no immediate
reports of a major damage,
the government said.

The cyclonic storm made
a landfall close to the
Puducherry Union territo-
Iy area.

Steady rains pounded
Chennai, its nearby dis
tri'%cts and K. Puducherry
affecting ic trans
anludmgpuhus tl'amp:;.;'.'::'l

A house is seen inundated with rainwater after heavy

rainfall in Chennai on Saturday.

flight services and people
from wvulnerable areas
were moved to safe shel-
ters by authorities. From

- PT}
afternoon onwards, there
were intermittent rains in

most areas and by night-
fall, it ceased.

Tamil Nadu minister for
revenue ter man-
agement, K.KS.SR.
Ramachandran informed
there were no immediate
reports of a major damage
in the aftermath of the
cyclone and said related
details could be known
possibly by Sunday. Three
persons were electrocuted
in different rain-related
incidents in Chennai.

The minister also indi-
cated the cyclone did not
leave the Kind of impact
antici l_E:atecl by the authori-
ties. Hospitals and houses
were inundated in
Chennai and its neigh-
bourhoods while people
= Tum to Page 4

Cyclone Fengal batters TN and Pondy

B Continued from Page 1

used flyovers and spaces
beneath them as parking lots to
avoid a repeat of what was
endured during the 2015 floods.

Rainwater entered the prem-
ises of two state-run hospitals
at Chromepet, a general hospi-
tal and a facility for thoracic
medicine, both of which are
located side by side and fre-
guented by people.

Water was close to the level of
one's ankle even inside the hos-
pital, leaving health care seek-
ers and doctors in a tight

spot.
T[‘he police and local authori-
ties placed sandbags at entry
Egints and said all steps were
ing taken to address the
issue.
Operations at the Chennai
air?urt were hit following the
one. Officials announced
suspension of operations
till 4 am Sunday following inun-
dation of two runwayvs and a
taxiway after heavy rains
and the ‘adverse weather condi-
tion" due to cyclone Fengal.
Official sources said apart
from the cancellation of 55
Nights, 19 others were diverted.

The services include both
domestic and international
flights. Earlier in the day, when

the airport was operati
onal, at least 12 flights were
delayed.

The complete disruption of
services left the passengers
stranded and according to
rough estimates from official
sources, over 10,000 people
could have been affected
due to cancellations and diver-
sions.

In Chennai, milk supply and
services of sanitary workers
continued  despite  rains.
Electricity supply, disconnect-
ed in most areas due to the
strong winds was gradually
resto

Eighteen disaster relief
teams were stationed in vulner-
able areas.

Chief minister M.K. Stalin
and his deputy Udhavanidhi
Stalin reviewed the action
plan  being implemented
and they made spot inspec-
tions.

Mr Stalin chaired a virtual
meet with district
collectors/top civic officials of
northern districts to assess the

» THE COMPLETE disruption of
services left the passengers
stranded and according to
rough estimates from official
sources, over 10,000 peodple
could have been affected due
to cancellations and diversions

ground situation and spoke to
inmates of a relief camp in
Chengelpet district.

Greater Chennai Corporation
distributed food to 232,200 peo-
ple. In 8 relief camps, nearly
200 people from low-lyving areas
were housed. Udhayvanidhi told
reporters, “food is being pro-
vided free of cost in
all the 386 Amma Canteens
todax™

He said 1,700 motor pumps
were being used to clear water-
logging, on a warfooting in
about 334 locations. As many as
27 fallen trees were removed
immediately

Of the 22 subways, 6 have
been temporarily closed.

“Work to clear water stagna-
tion in subways is on in full
swing,” he said.”

“Detailing precautionary
steps such as desilting, he said

as a result, despite heavy rains
the extent
of inundation was relatively
less.

Citing data and observations,
IMD-Regional Meteorological
Centre, Additional Director
General, § Balachandran told
PT] that the process of the
cyclone’s landfall commenced
at about 5,30 pm on November
30.

On the area of landfall, he
said it was close to ‘Puducherry

area’ and indicated that
the landfall process was
likely to become complete by
midnight.

Health minister Ma

Subramanian said 500 medical
camps will be held in Chennai,
Tiruvallur, Chengelpet,
Kanchipuram, Villupuram,
Kallakurichi, and Cuddalore on
December 1.

In Puducherry as well, there
were no immediate reports of
any major damage, officials
said. Earlier, the UT adminis-
tration had sent SMS
to 12 lakh residents, cautioning
them to remain vigilant ahead
of the landfall of Fengal .

— PTI
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Tamil Nadu to shortlist sites

ETB SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAIL DHNS

amsil Nadu will soon shor-

bt twio sitess for conducting

a detailed feasibility study
fram the five locations that the
Airports Authoriny ol fndia (AAL
surveyod forthe greenfick] airport
i Miowsur.

Officials from the AAl and
Tamil Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Cocporation (TIDCO) vis-
ited five locations, including the
private airstrip owned by Taneja
Acrospace and Aviation Limited
[TAAL), in and around Hosur in
September to undertake a sty
Oeher locations that were studicd
Include Thogaral Agraharam,
Dhasipalli, snd Shoolajzn. where
the state government is building
an industral park to acconmme-
date more industrics that fock (o
Hewair.

The study was akin o the AAls
survey of four sites in and around
Chennai for developing a second
alrport for the Tamil Madu capi-
tal - Parandur chosen by the state

for Hosur airp

|

1

wovermanent for bulding the new
Incility was one of the locations
suggested by the AAL

“We have received a report
from the AAl on the lecations
studicd by thiem. Thie Tamil Nadu
povernmoent will ow hold aseres
of discussions on each of the sites
todscuss thesr prosand cons, We
will shorlis twosites from the five
kocations. We will then study the
two locations in detail 1o choose
one.” a source in the know of the
developments told DI,

Thee toll plaza reéar Mosur in Tamil Nadu,

Onice the final site is chosen af-
ter dise process, the governumnent
will move towards carrying ot
different kinds of studies, nchd-
ing the potenial passenger and
Frexght traffic. and apply for ob-
taining siteclearance certificate,

The developaient comes after
Chief Minister M K Stalin had on
June 27 announced in the Assem-
bly that Hosaur will get an abrport
of its own spread over an area of
2000 acres to handle abour 3
crone passengens a vear, The new

ort soon

High-level team inspected site,
Rajya Sabha told

The Central government said
aligh level team of of hcials
visited Hosur in Krishnagiri
district in September, 2024,
o carry oul astudy of four
proposed sites for setting
upairport at Hosur, reports
DHNS from New Delhi,
Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mo-

atrport will have a singhe ronway.

In response 1o a question niscd
by DMK MP R Girirajan, the
Union Ciil Aviation Mintstry had
todd Rnjva Sabha earier thisweek
that a multi-disciplinary team of
AAL and TIDCO officials visited
Homair to carmyout apre-feasibility
study of proposod sites.

Building the atrport in Hosur
woin't be an casy task with the
CimIcEsonaIre ajreerment signed
between the Bengahir lnterma-

ol informed Rajgya Sabha,
“A mudti-disciplinary team of
AATand Tamil Nodu
Imm;tm.}
Cﬂwrlllll'l LHmi
CO)odficials visived Hosur
in Krishnagini district in
September, 2024, to carry
oul a Pre-Feasibility study of
four proposed sites.™

ol Airport Lamnted (BIAL) that
no akrport shosld be constructed
within IS0kmol the Kempegowda
International Arpert in Bergal
taru till 2033 coming in the way.
However, the sources told D#,
the state government will keep in
mind the concessionatre agree-
ment while taking decisions with
regard tothe airport. The govern-
et has been i touchwith BIAL
and TAAL for the past couple of

VOArs,
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Fengal brings rain to coastal A.P; 20
flights cancelled in Hyderabad airport

The Hindu Bureau
VIAYAWADA/HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh woke up
to cloudy and wet morning
on Saturday as light to
moderate rainfall was re-
corded in many places
across the State, while very
heavy rainfall, above 100
mm and accompanied by
gusty winds, lashed several
parts of Tirupati district
under the impact of the cy-
clonic storm Fengal.

As per the information
available on the A.P. State
Development Planning So-
ciety, Bheemulavaripalem

RIFS i T

Under water: Tirupati district received over 100 mm rainfall on

Saturday. KV. POORNACHANDRA KUMAR

in Tirupati district received
the maximum rainfall of
131.5 mm between 8.30
a.m. and 6 p.m.

In Rayalaseema, except
for Kurnool, Nandyal and

Anantapur that recorded
very light rain at a few plac-
es, the other five districts
received light to moderate
rainfall.

The IMD has given a vel-

low alert for the districts of
SPSR Nellore, Tirupati, An-
namayya, Chittoor, YSR
and Sri Sathya Sai for De-
cember 1.

According to the AP
State Disaster Management
Authority, strong winds,
flash floods and heavy rain
are likely in South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and at a
few places in Rayalaseema
as the cyclonic storm
makes its landfall.

Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gand-
hi International Airport
(RGIA) reported 20 flight
cancellations and two di-
versions on Saturday.
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Pilot project covers
vehicles touching airport

Online bus
tickets for

12 routes

MONALISA CHALDHLURI

Caleutta: Tickets for 12 bus
routes run by the West Ben-
gal Transport Corporation
(WBTC), and connecting the
airport, will now be available
online through the Yatri Sathi
mobile appof the state govern-
ment.

Commuters will be able o
track the location of the buses
and purchase tickets online,
officials in the transport de-
partment sald on Friday.

The 12 routes where tickets
will be available online include
AC-30, AC-50A, AC-3TA, V-1,
S-10, S-23A, AC-2, AC-43, AC-
40, AC-Z3A and EB-12 The tra-
ditional system of buying tick-
ets will continue on the routes.

“This is a pllot project
Commuters heading to and
from the Caleutia alrport will
be able to book thelr seals on-
line through the Yatri Sathi
app. The remaining routes
where the government runs
buses will be gradually added
1o the system,” a senlor trans-
port department official said.

One can avail of the lacili-
ty by downloading Yatri Sathi
from Playstore or AppStore
and looking for options to book
aseat,

“Aswe expand this feature
across all WBTC routes, dally
commuting will become easi-

er, safer and more efficlent for
millions of passengers,” the
official said,

“The facility to book bus
tickets online was introduced
today. It will be available on
the mobile phones of all those
who have the Yatri Sathiapp in
a day or two,” said another of-
ficial in the transport depart-
ment

According to official re-
cords, more than 27 lakh peo-
ple across the state use the
Yatri Sathi app.

“In a few days, another op-
tion will be available through
Yatri Sathi where one can type
a route and check the location
and the expected time of ar-
rival of buses. A person can
check the location of a bus
even without booking a tick-
et,” the official said.

The online booking ol tick-
ets and tracking of the loca-
tion of a bus will boost the se-
curity of women commuters,
transpori department officials
sadd

“A woman can track the
location of the bus she wants
to board and arrive at the bus
stop accordingly. She does not
have to wait indefinitely on
the road for a bus. Also, after
boarding a bus, a woman can
share her ride details with
family members,” an official
sald.
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Now, bus
service from
A’bad airport

to Dhordo

Times Mews NeTwonrk

Ahmedabad: The Guja-
rat State Road Transport
Corporation (GSRTC) on
Friday announced the
launch of a new daily bus
service connecting Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) Alr-
port in Ahmedabad to
Dhordo in Kutch. The ser-
vice isset to commence on
Now 30,

Dhordo, the gateway
to the Rann of Kutch, isa
major tourist destination
with the white desert as
the key attraction.

Thede-seater AC Volvo
bus will depart from the
Ahmedabad airport at 6
am every day, offering a
convenient travel option
for tourists and travellers
heading to the popular
Rann Utsav and other at-
tractions in Kutch. The
route includes a stop at
Bhuj before reaching
Dhordo.

This initiative is ex-
pected to boost tourism in
the region, particularly
during the Rann Utsav se-
ason, and provide seam-
less connectivity for tra-
vellers arriving at the Ah-
medabad airport.
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New Air India Exp
flights to Hyderabad,

Bengaluru from Jan

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes com

PATNA: Air India Express will
foray into Patna, introducing
two new direct flights from the
state capital to Bengaluru and
Hyderabad daily from January
15 next year.

The flight from Bengaluru to
Patna (IX 2936) is tentatively
scheduled to leave the southern
state at 5:55am and land here at
8:35am. On its return, the flight
(IX 2937) will leave Patna at
9:05am and reach Bengaluru at
11:45am, as per the official inti-
mation by the airlines to travel
agents for ticketing purpose,
said Kumud Ranjan of Mamta
Travels.

“We have opened booking of
Air India Express on the two
sectors,” said Ranjan.

The other flight of Air India
Express (IX 2894) will tenta-
tively leave Hyderabad at
11:05am and reach Patna at
1:05pm. On its return, the flight
(IX 2887) leaves from Patna at
1:45pm and is scheduled to
arrive at Hyderabad at 3:55pm.

NOW PATNA WILL
HAVE FIVE FLIGHTS
DAILY TO
BENGALURU AND
FOUR TO
HYDERABAD

After the introduction of
these flights, Patna will have
five flights daily to Bengaluru
and four to Hyderabad, said
Ranjan.

As per the mid-January
schedule, of the total five flights
to Bengaluru from Patna,
IndiGo will operate three and
Air India Express and SpiceJet
one each. Similarly, of the total
four flights to Hyderabad,
IndiGo will operate three and
Air India Express one, said Ran-

jam.

Air India Express will be the
fourth airline to operate from
Patna's Jayaprakash Narayan
International Airport after Air
India, IndiGo and Spicelet.
There are around 40 flight
departures from Patna airport
as of now.
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BCAS mmposes fine
of ¥5 lakh on IndiGo

NEW DELHI: The Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS) has imposed a fine
of Rs 5 lakh on IndiGo for
certain violations of aviation
security protocols.

The airline is in the process
of reviewing the BCAS order
dated November 27 and Iiijng
an appeal before the appropri-
ate appellate authority, accord-
ing to a regulatory hng

The Rs 5 lakh fine has been
imposed for “breach of avi-
ation security protocols in
relation to requirements pre-
scribed under Rule 51 Air-
craft (Security) Rules, 2023
and related AVSEC orders”.

AVSEC refers to aviation
security.

Specific details about the

The dirline is in

the process of
reviewing the
BCAS order dated
November 27

order could not be ascertained.

“There is no material
impact on financials, opera-
tions or other activities of the
company, the filing said on
Thursday. Pl
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Bad weather:
13 flights
cancelled

Tmes News NeTwork

Chennai: As many as 13
Mights to and from Chennai
were cancelled on Friday
owing to bad weather and
operational reasons,

After the formation of Cy-
clone Fengal was confirmed
by IMID), two IndiGo flights,
one from Chennai to Manga-
luru and another from Chen-
nai to Trichy, were cancelled.
Their return flights were also
cancelled.

In a travel advisory, Indi-

Flyers have been asked
by airlines to double
check their flight status
well in advance

Go informed passengers that
the prevailing weather condi-
tions impacted flights to and
from Chennai, Trichy Tutico-
rin, Madurai, Tirupati and
Visakhapatnam. It asked pas-
sengers to check flight status
online before arriving at the
airport.

Similarly, five Air India
Express flights scheduled to
depart from Coimbatore at
7.25am, Bhubaneshwar at
7.45am, Hyderabad at 9.20am,
Bengaluru at 9.35am and Pu-
ne at 8.45pm were cancelled,
citing operational reasons.
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Flyers’ flow dips, B'desh flights cancelled

tleast two daily flights between Kolkata and Dhaka and one

between Kolkata and Chittagong have been cancelled by
airlines operating between the two countries as passenger count
continues to nosedive following unrest in Bangladesh, attacks on
minorities and curbs on travel due to Indian visa restrictions,
reports Subhro Nivogi.

Biman Bangladesh has cut operations between Kolkataand
Dhaka from twice daily to a single flight a day. Its private carrier
Us-Bangla Airlines has reduced the frequency to Dhaka from twice
daily to once and has discontinued the flight to Chittagong. Indian
carrier IndiGo continues to operate its twice-daily schedule, The
number of flights from Kolkata to either Dhaka or Chittagong has
dipped from 125in Sept to 97 in Nov. Conseguently, the count of
departing passengers has reduced from 15,479 to 12,747 over the
same period. The number of flight arrivals to Kolkata from
Bangladesh has dipped from 114 in Sept to 96 in Nov.
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