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CISF inducted at Navi Mumbai International Airport

ANHINAHDAN M5 HAA
MEW DELHI

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Foree (CISF) has heen
formally inducted at the
MNavi Mumbai Inlermstonal
Adrport (MMIA), marking a
major step in the alrport's
operational preparedness,
The induction will be car-
ried out in phases, begin
ning with the deployment
of M0 personnel.

With the inclusion of
NMIA, the CISF is now
prowiding avintion security
cover to T1 airports across
the country under s Avia-
tion Security Group,

The formal induction
ceremony at NMIA was
attended by CISF Director
General Praveer Banjan as
chief guest and Additional
Director General [ Airport
Sector) Binita Thakur

I.'Iurlllg ihe eveni, Capt.
BM.K. Sharma, CEQ of
NMIA, handed over the
symbalic keys of the airport
to Sunit Sharma. Senior

Commandant and Chief
Arrodrome Security Officer,

.-*.ﬁfh.‘r-bhirlﬁ the ,ﬁ;l'lhl-r-
ing, CISF Director Gen-
eral Praveer Ranjan said
the foree was committed
ter ensuring the highest
stanlards of aviathon seci-
ity in afigmment with ghobal
benchmearks.

"Dur personnel are
traines], eepaipped, and pre-
pared to deliver a secure,
efficient, and passenger-
Friendly environment from
dy one," he sabd.

Capt. Sharma said the
induction of CISF muarked
a significant milestone in
NMIAS readiness to wel-

come passengers and re-
fected the airport’s com-
mitment to maintaining
high standards of safety
and security while ensur-
ing a workd-class travel ex-
erienee.

The CISF will provide
comprehensive securily
coverage for the entire
airport, including access
vantrol, pre-embarkation
checks, perimeter and air-
sitle protection, amd cirgo
screening. Specialised units
such as Quick Reaction
Teeims, Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squads, and K%
urits will also be deployed.

The ndtfal deployment of

GO0 peraonnel is against
a sanctioned strength of
1.840, which will be in-
creased as passenger and
CAFED l:l[!ll'l'i]ll!ll!.'h 1.'!|.|!|:||l|:|.
Security operations will fol-
low the litest guidclines of
thie Banresn of Civil Aviation
Security.

CI15F personne] under-
went pre-induction train-
ing nnd familinrisation with
NMIAS facilities, including
Operational Readiness
and Adrport Transfer pro-
cedures involving system
testing, boggnge screening,
acoess control, and contin-
penicy drills

The Navi Mumbeai Inter-
national Adrport Limited
(NMIALD) is a public-private
partnership between Mum-
bai International Airport
Limited (MIALYL a subsid-
iary of Adani Airports
Holdings Limited, which
holds a 74 e el qizbe,
and the Ciry and Industrial
Development Corporation
of Maharashirs (CIDCO),
which hiokds 26 per cent,
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Maha approves 175
posts under traffic
dept for new airport

2 posts will be filled through external
manpower agency; appointments to

help enhance traffic management

Raina Assainar
NV MUMEA

In an administrative move to
strengthen  security  and
streamline traffic manage-
ment at the upcoming Navi
Mumbai International
Airport, the state has sanc-
tioned 175 permanent posts
under the traffic

inspectors, six assistant sub-
inspectors, 40 head con-
stables, and 114 police con-
stables. In addition, two sani-
tation worker posts will be
filled through an external
BEENCY.

“The new appointments
will enhance the police
forces capability to manage

traffic, maintain

department at the 3 Police order, and ensire
pl'rlt-}msed n:rtpnl't inspectors rnbus:j i seFurit}L
police station. around the airpor
Additionally, two | 4 Assistant | premises, thereby
posts will be filled police improving  overall
through an external | inspectors | operational effi-
MANpower Ggency, ciency once the air
making a total of 177 8 Police port becomes func-
posts, the resolution sub tional,” deputy com-
said inspectors | iccioner of police
ment ssued 3 gov. | OASBtant | (L0 g
ernment resolution After approval of
5 inspectors A,
on Wednesday, for- 108 staff for the nir-
malising the decision 40 Head port police station
nfter appl‘m‘nlfmmu constables | 20d now wl{h 177
high-level committee posts for traffic, the
of secretarles chaired 114 Navi Mumbai pelice
by the chief secre- | Constables | are all set to expand
their

tary. The mowe will
entail an annual recurring
expenditure of Rs6.22 crore
and a non-recurring expen-
diture of Rsl32 crore to be
covered under the sanc-
ticned budget of the respect-
ive financial yvear,

The newly created posts
include three police inspec-
tors, four assistant police
inspectors, eight police sub-

jurisdiction
once the airport becomes
operational.

The upcoming airport will
house four passenger ter-
minals, two rumways, a cargo
hub, a truck terminal, airline
offices, banks, hotels, shop-
ping complexes, and key gov-
ernment facilities such as
defence and meteorological
Lnits,



Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBAT 31 QUTOBER J025

At city airport, 2 silvery
gibbons rescued, I8cr
hydroponic weed seized

Somendra Sharma
MUMBAI

The Mumbai Alrport Customs
officials, in two separate cases,
recovered two silvery gibbons
and seized drugs worth Rsg
crore from passengers arriv-
ing from Bangkok on
Wednesday.

Based on specific
intelligence, Customs
officers at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport
[CSMIA) intercepted a
passenger from
Bangkok and found
two sivery gibbons,
one alive and one dead, con-
cealed in a basket inside a trol-
ley bag. The passenger was
arrested under the Customs
At and the Wildlife
Protection Act.

“The silvery gibbon, a small
ape with striking bluish-grey
fur, is endemic t the
Indonesian island of Java and
classified as Endangered (EN)
on the IUCN Red List. With
fewer than 2500 left in the

wild, the species faces severe
threats from illegal pet mrade,
hunting, and habitat loss” said
a Customs official.

The official added that the
smuggling of such exotic
species is often carried out by
organised syndicates in
extremely  inhumane
conditions. “In  this
case, two baby gibbons,
aged two and four
months, were kept
tightly packed in a
basket. The younger
one could not survive
the air travel Even
when exotic snimals
reach buyers, their sur-
vival outside native habitats is
extremely low” the official
said In another operation,
Customs officers intercepted a
Bangkok passenger and
recovered 7.97kg of suspected
hydroponic weed (marijuana)
waorth Rs8 crore, concealed in
a trolley bag The passenger

was arrested under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances

(NDFS) Act
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{0 Hinhustan Time:

NOIDA AIRPORT
CARRIES OUT
MANDATORY
CALIBRATION TEST

Vinod Rajput

winmod rajpu@hilve tom

NOIDA: The Nodda Inlernational
Aiport at Jewar successfully
carried out o calibration Might
on Friday, bringing [t closer toa
long-awaited opening o the
public. The test, to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of air
navigation and communication
systems, Is a mandatory siep
towards obtaining an acro-
drome licence.

Om Friday, as part of the test,
an Air India aircraft conducted
a successiul landing ar Noida
airport around 1120 am, stayed
fior two hours, and then toeok off,
officials said.

“The calibration flight is a
miandatory test for airports and
aviation equipment to ensure
the aceuracy and reliability of
air navigation and communica-
tion systems, such as the nstru-
ment Landing System (ILS) and
radar,” said RK Singh, chiefl
exccutive officer of the Noida
International Airport Lid
(NIAL),

The specially equipped air-
craft fly specific patterns to (est
ground-based navigation alds,
confirming that the systems
meet international safety stan-
dards, set by organizsations like
the Intermational Civil Aviation
Organlzaton (ICAD), before an
alrport is cleared for operations,

MIAL officials said that DGCA
had wanted to camry out the cali-
bration Might test for two days
beginning Thursday,
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Calibration flight lands successfully

DIPIKA KIROLA

MNOIDA: The calibration flight
by the Airport Authority of
India (AAT) landed success-
fully on Bunway 10 {Western
Side) of Noida International
Adrport on Friday morning.
Officials said that the calibra-
tion of the runway’s localizer
and gLi.Llr pa.ih Syslem was coim-
pleted without any issues.
J‘l.d.d.'ltim'l.a]]}r. the precision
approach path indicator lights
{PAPI) were also calibrated.
Throughout the test, the air-
ports navigation and commu-
nication systems functioned
perfectly, said officials.
According o a senior
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial D:w:] ment Authord
(YEIDA) uﬂu:!al the a:rcr.:.ly
conducted three take-offs and
landings between 11:20 AM
and 4:00 PM. A similar cali-
bration test flight will be con-

ducted on Bunway 28 (Eastern
Side) next week.

“Calibration flight is a man-
datary test for airports and avi-
ation equipment Lo ensure the
accuracy and reliability of air
navigation and eommunication
systems, such as the Instrument
Landing System (ILS} and
radar. Specially equipped air-
craft fly specific patterns to test
ground-based navigation aids,
confirming they meet interna-
tonal safety standards belore
an airpori is cleared for opera-
tions. These {lights are critical
for certifying that navigational
systems are working correctly

and can guide atreraft salely”
said YEID CEO BK Singh.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) had
initially expected to issue the
aerodrome license by Novem-
ber 7, but this might be delayed
until after the calibration of
Runway 28. The results of the
calibration flight will be sent
Lo the DGCA, with a likelihood
of domestic flights starting by
Diecembser.

The DGCA had set aside
two days for the calibration of
navigation and communication
systems at Noida International
Airport. The test on the first
day had 1o be postponed due
1o bad weather.

Improved visibility on Fri-
day enabled an AAl aircrafi to
complete safety test flights at
Jewar Airporl. Domestic flights
are st to start in December,
with international operations
by June.
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Adani Airports signs ‘strategic deal’
with ATONOS for agentic Al solutions

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Adani Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL),
a subsidiary of Adani Enter-
prises Limited, on Thursday
announced a strategic deal
with AIONOS, an Inter-Globe
Enterprises company, to imple-
ment a multi-lingual omni-
channel agentic Al solution to
enhance the passenger help desk
experience.

“The new solution would
not just provide a consistent
engagement experience across
all channels across all Adani
Airports, but also connect with
passen-gers to offer person-

alised, multilingual support like
never before,” AAHL said in a
statement.

Through this collaboration,
ATONOS will bring its proprie-
tary Agentic AT plat-form, Intel-
liMate™, delivering domain-led
conversational AT and auto-
mation, enabling Adani Air-
ports to engage with customers

and employees across multiple
touchpoints, including voice,
chat, web, and mobile, in their
preferred lan-guages, it added.

The Al-driven solution will
act as a "24x7 intelligent con-
cierge’, helping travellers access
flight updates, gate informa-
tion, baggage status, direc-tions,
and airport services instantly, in
multiple languages and regional
dialects.

Through this unified orches-
tration across channels, the plat-
form will ensure “consistent,
context-aware experiences, sig-
nificantly improving passen-ger
satisfaction and reducing service
turnaround times”, AAHL said.
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Test landing of calibration aircraft
successful at Noida airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B beww Deshi

A significant mikestone in the
operationalisation of Noida
International Airport was
achieved on Friday, as a cal-
ibration fight by the Alrpons
Authority of India (AAl] suc-
cessfully landed at the
dirport, officials said.

This crucial test, conduct-
ed before any new airport
becomes operational, ver-
fies the accuracy of the
airport’s navigation and
communication systems,
according to 3 statement
issued by the Uttar Pradesh
Govemment

*The successiul comple-
ticn of the calibration fight
mizrks a major step forward
for [ewvar airport, bringing it
closer to meeting intema-
ticnal aviation safety stan-
dards and expediting the
process of securing opera-
tional clearance,” it read.

A calibration flight,

arcording to officials, is a
specialised test operation
designed to ensure thas the
airpot's Instrument Landing
System (ILS], radar, and air
navigation equipment func-
tion in accordance with
international safery
standards.

During the exercise, spe-
clally equipped aircraft fiy at
varying altitudes and angles
toassess the strength, stabdl-
ity, and precision of signals
transmitted by ground
systems. The process
imwolves flight inspectors,
technical engineers, and alr
traffic control [ATC) special-
ists working in coordina-
thon, the statement said.

“AAl's calibraton alrcraft
are fitted with advanced
measurement instrements
that capture real-dme data
during the Right. This data is
meticulously analysed to
identify and correct any
technical deviations, ensur-
ing the highest level of

system accuracy,” It said.

The first phase of the
greenfleld Noida
International Airport is
expected to be inaugurated
soon. |ts date, however,
remains unannounced.

In the first phase, the
airpors will cover over 1,334
hectares of land with one
runway, one terminal build-
ing. and a passenger capac-
ity of 12 million annually,
according to officials.

The project would eveniu-
ally be completed in four
different phases and ulti-
mately have five ninways
and a passenger capacity of
300 milllon annually,
they added.

The airport is being devel-
oped by Yamuna
International Alrport Private
Limited, a fully owned sub-
sidiary of Zurich Airport
International AG, for the
sfate government in a
public-private partmership
maodel
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Adani

Airports to Redefine Passenger

Journeys with AIONOS’ Agentic Al

ASHOKE RAJ
B New Dedhe

In @ major stride toward
digital transformation in avi-
aton, Adani Airport Holdings
Limited [AAHL) — India's
largest operator of Public-
Private Parmership alrports
and a subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises Limired — has
announced a strategic part-
nership with AIONDS, an
InterGlobe Enterprises
company and global leader
in emterprise Al solutions.
Under this collaboration,
ADNOS will deploy its pro-
prietary Agentic Al platform,
IntelliMate™, to introduce a
multilingual, smnk-channel
Al system across all Adani
Airpors. The initiative alms
to deliver seamless, consis-
tent, and personalised pas-
SENEEr SUPPOTE Across
touchpoints such as voice,
chat, web, and mobike.
The new Al-driven system
will act as a 24x7 intelligent
concierge, offering passen-

gers real-time assisance for
Aight updates, gate details,
baggaze tracking, airpon
navigation, and other ser-
vices — all in multiple lan-
guages including English,
Hindi, and key regional
dialects. This marks a signif-
lcant shift from waditional
helpdesk operations to a
confext-aware, selfeaming
digital engagement model.

BY leveraging
IntelliMate™, Adani Alrports
will be able to enhance cus-
tomer satisfaction, reduce
service tumaround time,
and promote Inclusivity,
while providing travellers
with a more connected and
enjoyable airport experi-
ence. Arun Bansal, Chief
Executive Dfficer, AAHL, said,
“At AAHL, our vision is to
redefine the alrport experi-
ence through intelligent,
digital-first innovations that
place passengers at the
hearr of everything we do —
transforming travel ancdery
into excitement.

Our collaboration with
AIONOS marks a major step
in creating seamiess and
personalised journeys
across our airpos. Together
with in-house platforms
such as aviio, Adani OneApp,
and Alrport-in-a-Box, we are
bailding a connected ecosys-
tem that enhances efficien-
oy, fosters inclusivity, and
sats new benchmarks for
smart, sustainable, and
future-ready airports
in India.*

"We are excited to
embark on this transforma-
tive jpurney with AAHL Our
panmership reflects a shared
vision to leverage advanced
Al technologies for
delivering exceptional cus-
IMEr eXperiences.

At AIONOS, we are com-
mitred m enabling enterpris-
e5 to thrive in the digital age
through innovative, scal-
able, and intelligent solu-
tions.” CP Gurnanl, Co-
founder and Vice Chairman,
AIONDOS, added.
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Adani,AIONOS partnerforAI driven flyer support

STATESMANNEWS SERWCE
Muzrniwi, 30 Octo by

Adand Airport Holdings Ltd
officially announced on
Thurscsy that it has entered
mina partrershipwith AN OS
o provide an artificial
e Egaemoe-dirfven personadised
systeminponddeain possnpers
il airports with customised
maltilingual assistanoe,
“The Al-drivensoluthon will
actasin 2457 intdlizent condene
hatping trmvedlers nocess fight
updates, gate nformation
haggwe status, divections and
afrpart services instantly in
ol tiple Largn ey thecompury
afficinlly announced through
i i rebease. Adr possengers
will be able o enjoy these
services in English, Hindiand
other langunges, while Adani
Adrports will be able to

communicate with constamers
and workers through vodoe,
chatand mohile phones using
ANNOS agentic Al platfonm
Adlind Adrport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) CEO Arun Bansal
stated that the new Alsystem
will improve the passenger
experience

“With its in-house services
like Aviio, Adnni OneApp mad
Adrpaort-n-a-Box, AAHL has
been ereating a conneacted
eousyvstorm which willimprowe
elficiency and Indusivity”
Bansalsaid Presenth: AAHL
MOMEEES SN ..uqml'l.h i
will soom begin operations st

Che Marvi Mummbsai Intermeational
Adrport. Adont Adrpon Holdings
Lid {AAHL) = a 100yper cenl
subsidiary of Adani Enterprises
Lid. the Magship comyparny of
the Adani Group.,

AAHL is Indin's Largest
adrpaort inlred nactme conpuarm
which operstes manges amd
devdopes dght sipworts, incding
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mo luruJapur Guwahiati,
Ihirusaranthapurmm besides
s hold ing stz nificant stakes
in the Mumbal Intermational
Alrport Lad (73 per cont) and
Mavi Mumbal [nternational
Adrport Lad (74 percmt)

The recentaddition o ANHL
il v Mumib Tntermisgion al
Adrport which o public-privede
parmership between AAHL
and the City and Industrial
Dievelopimeit Carporation of
Maharashtra (CIDCO),
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Adani,AIONOS partnerforAI drivenflyer support

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, 30 October

Adani Airport Holdings Lid
officially announced on
Thursday that it has entered
intoa partnership with AIONOS
to provide an artificial
intellisence-driven personalised
systemto provide air passengers
at airports with customised
multilingual assistance.

“The Al-driven solution will
act asa24x7 intelligent concierge,
helping travellers access flight
updates, gate information,
baggage status, directions and
airport serv ic&. instantly in
mltiple |2 1" the comparty
officially .mmumed through
dpressrelea_at Air passengers
will be able to enjoy these
servicesin English, Hindiand
other languages, while Adani
Airports will be able to

communicate with consumers
and workers through voice,
chat and mobile phones using
AIONOS agentic Al platform.
Adani Airport Holdings Lid
(AAHL) CEQ Arun Bansal
stated that the new Al system
will improve the passenger
experience.

“With its in-house services
like Aviio, Adani OneAppand
Airport-in-a-Box, AAHL has
been creating a connected
ecosystem which will improve
efficiency and inclusivity.”
Bansal said. Presently, AAHL
manages seven airports and
will soon begin operations at

the Navi Mumbai International
Airport. Adani Airport Holdings
Lid (AAHL) is a 100 per cent
subsidiary of Adani Enterprises
Lid, the [lagship company of
the Adani Group.

AAHL is India's largest
airport infrastructure company
which operates, manages and
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati,
Thiruvananthapuram, besides
also holding significant stakes
in the Mumbai International
Airport Ltd {73 per cent) and
Navi Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (74 per cent).

The recent addition to AAHL
isits Navi Mumbei Intemational
Airport whichis a public-private
partnership between AAHL
and the City and Industrial
Development Corporation of
Maharashtra (CIDCO).
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New cities, airports
in NDA’s Bihar vision

NDA manifesto ‘blueprint
for state’s progress’: Modi

sl Karain Pandey | Tun

Patmuac MIEA an Friday pram
ised an infrastructose beast
inn Bikhear bo brimg € on & par
wlth ollier states Dirogh A
Focuas on developmannl. e |4
cltles — [ncluding New
m and  Sitepuram, o
feeld project ear Siia-
rapid rail, sevon
Now CXPERSSWAYS, 0T MOTe
nirparts and bringing direct
internationnl fights to four
nirports. & new akrport near
Paina and ene in Bhapalpur
are alsoplaiiesl

The manklesio, joknly e
Biaed by TN MNitlsh Eusmar,
Unlon minisger axd BJF na-
thomeal president 4 P Madea,
JINT patiomal working presi-
dent  Sanjny  Kumar  Jha,
Uniiem ministors Jitnn Ram
wibil and Chirag Paswan,
nnf RLM  chief  Upendm
Kushwiha, contains 205 Key
points “We will buld world
class medical Instilutions,
ponpele conmsraclion of ap-
proved medice] calleges in
ewery disiriel sel up modern
super-gpeciplny hospitals
deddicated tochildran and -
tasm nmd o dedieabsd ‘centre
of exeellence’ for adenddfied
priority spartspersans iney-
ery division,” said depity
CM Samrat Chaudhnry

Inan outresch toanother
ey canstitaency, the muni-
Festo has ansounced aselst-
anceof wjy o Rs 2 lakh unies
the CM Mahils Rozgar
SBchame for women, and
vowed tn create ane emore
‘Lakhpati [Hdis' alomg with
Mi=sion Crorepati’

Apnrt fram the monthly [

finnncial nssistonoe of Rs
2000 ta schedulsd caste
students pursuing |
education. ihe manifesto
pledlges Mnancial ald of up
i s 10 lakh Fr EBC youths
or sell-empl oyment
Thoemphasi=on jehs wis
n clear forus givon the dis-

Coursn around ﬂllgl'ilrllll‘l |

Tinaes Mews NETwong

Now Delhl: Prime Minlster
Narendra Mol an Fridsy
deseribed the NDWs elaction
manifesta for Bihar as “a
blunpring for the state’s pro
gress and  aspimtions”, s

efTarLs further 1o make gowd
povernance the Foundatlon
of prosperiiy for every cltk-
zen,” Mol expressod confk-
denes that “the people of B
harwill wholoheartodly sup-
part our efforts.” The NIA
mamifesto  promises  widn
nnging welfare and infrus

serting thol i reflected thenl  ©

lianer's reclve o turn
Blhar libo a develiopis]
and selFreliant sbate
“The MDA ssankalp-fa-
tra for the Bikar as-
semy edecthons chear-
Iy presemis our vision
firr am Avtmamirhhar and Vil
sit Bihan " Modi sxid

He pddisd, "1t reflects our
commbbment o bmproving
the lives of Efmers, vauath,
migtherrs amml sisters, amd all
familiesal Bilae The stades
dotibile-sngine govl  has
spares] noelfors foe nll-roand
dovelopiment. anil we ane ide
termined 1o aceelopate heee

tructire initiatives
Home minlster
Amit Shah echoed the
PR ssvEng MDA ande
M) and Mitsh K-
| mar's |endeTship s
“camnitied tohaiiding
n developed Rihar”, “Todmy;
MTHA hins Tolensed its sankalp:
patrn b speed up dovelop.
ment menching every section
of sockdy From heriloge o
highiech mnovation, Bihar
s el Tt a gisod lesp, ™ Shiah
seaid, dndcd g o e eswted Pl oond
Miarapeimen] Boaml s ihe
‘Flood to Fortumse” imlilati
woilid make Bihar Eood-froe

mnitl faglure io eroade omplay
ok, Bt vl ke RIS piteh
for ani gowt job for oversy
family, B.IP's emphasis ks on
skilling and creating the
platform foremployiment
The E& 1 Ekh crore Devel-
oped Bilar Industial Blis-
Ao, eofmplede w itk 10 new Ln-
dustral parks and o HsS0kakh
e IMvestimensl targst. are
meant to lay the foundation
There will be omaphinsiz om die-

lemen mammdncturing _u|r|I|:||
capahility cenfres, orenting
an Al b and a tech and fin:
tesch city as the NI soeks to
ensure thad thens are enouagh
jodtis w ithim the stade, whbchal
a0 nildpesses concerne 0ver
migeation.  MSMEs werp
patctied 6s the ober ey of
amphasks, in aimed ot
CTeating iayment whille
alsn mesting the  require.
mants of lnrge industmes
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Noida airport’s readiness test
done, licence likely in a week

Aditya.Deviatimesofindia.com

MNoida: Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)conducted acruclal calibration test at
Moida International Airport in Jewar on Fri-
day, marking a significant step towards the
airport’s operational readiness.

An Airports Authority of India (AAID air-
craft—VT-FIS—evaluated various sysiems,
including communication, navigation, and
surveillance, The air traffic management
(ATM)automation system was also tested.

NIAL CEQ RE Singh said the calibration
report, once reviewed and accepted by DGCA,
wotlld pave the way for the airport to obtain its
aerodrome licence, essential before the com-
mencement of commercial flight operations.
“The successful completion of this phase
brings the project significantly closer to ope-
rational readiness,” hesaid.

Officials expect the aerodrome licence to
be granted withina week and flight operations
areexpected tostart this Dec.

Last week, CM Yogi Aditvanath inspected
the airport and reviewed the status of work at
the domestic terminal, the inauguration venue,
security arvangements, traffic management,
and projects currently under construction.

Friday's calibration test, postponed from
Thursday due to poor visibility, saw a flight
from Delhi's IGI Alrport reach Noida Interna-
tional Airportaround 11.20am. [teireled for se-
veral hours, assessing the precision and relia-
bility of navigation and communication sy-
stems before landing safelv.

Shailendra Bhatia, nodal officer of Noida
International Airport Limited (NTAL), said,
“Calibration flights area mandatory safety re-
quirement before an airport becomes opera-
tional, ensuring that all navigation and com-

GETTING READY FOR TAKEOFF

munication systems meet DGCA and Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAQ)
standards,” Bhatia said.

Headded that suchflights operate at varying
altitudes and angles to record data for each sy-
stem and may continue for several days, depen-
ding on weather and technical conditions.

The calibration flight on Friday tested three
categories of systems —communication, navi-
gation aids, and surveillance — essential for sa-
fie aircraft operations, Calibration of Runway
28 is scheduled next week, After the checks, a
detailed ealibration report will be submitted
to the DGCA for aerodrome licensing.

On Dec 8, 2024, an IndiGo Alrbus A320 con-
ducted the airport's first validation flight. tes-
ting runway and airside systems and confir-
mingoperational readiness.

MIACEQ Christoph Schnellmann told TOT
on Thursday that Noida airport will begin
with a “limited window of daytime opera-
tions” in the first few weeks and then gradual-
ly ramp up night Nights. International flights
will begin “in the first half of 2026",
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Adani Airport ties
up with AIONOS

for Al Solutions

New Delhi: Adani Airport
Holdings (AAHL) has tied up with
AIONOS, an InterGlobe
Enterprises (IGE) company, to
implement a multi-lingual
omni-channel agentic Al solution
that would enhance conventional
help desk experience for
passengers. AAHL, asubsidiary of
Adani Enterprises, operates
airports at seven places —
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati &
Thiruvananthapuram — with Navi
Mumbai to soon join this list. IGE
is the holding company of IndiGo.
The new solution, AAHL says,
“would provide consistent
engagement experience across all
channels across all Adani Airports
(and) connect with passengers to
offer personalised, multilingual
support.... enabling Adani Airports
to engage with customers and
employees across multiple
touchpoeints, including voice, chat,
web, and mobile, in their
preferred languages.” Thn
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Al finishes retrofit
of A320neo fleet

New Delhi: Air India
announced the completion
of the retrofitting of all 27
A320neo aircraft in its nar-
row-body fleet, marking a
major milestone in its ongo-
ing fleet modernisation
drive. The final aircraft re-
enterad service this week
with brand-new cabin interi-
ors and the airline’s vibrant
new livery. The airline said
that with these refurbishod
aircraft - along with 14 newly
delivered A320neo0 jets and
others being integrated fol-
lowing the Vistara-Air India
merger - |t now operates 104
A320 family aircraft, all fea-
turing upgraded or new
cabin interiors, Launched in
September 2024 as part of 3
broader 5400 million initia-
tive to modernise Alr India’s
legacy fleet, the retrofit pro-
gramme covered all 27 lega-
cy A320neos and was com-
pleted within a record one-
year timeframe,
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Al'seeks up to10,000 cr from

Tata Sons, Singapore Airlines

r—

Janaki Krishnan
Aneesh Phadnis
i rridbead

Loss-making Air India has
sought funds from its pro-
maoters, Tata Sons and Singa-
pore Airlines, to invest in up-
grading its systems and
services, sources aware of the
matter said. The airline is
seeking ¥8,000-10,000 crore,
according to the sources who
added thar the proposal is
currently under considera-
tion by shareholders,

Tata Sons did not respond
to an email sent seeking clari-
fication on the matter. A

Singapore Airlines spokes-
person said, “As a significant
minority shareholder in Air
India, Singapore Airlines
(SIA) has been working
closely with our partner Tata
Sons to support Air India's
transformation programme.
This includes providing our
expertise and support to Air
|Ij:ﬂfﬂ, where necﬂ;:ry."

InFY25, Tata Sons and SLA
infused a lirtle over 9,500
crore in the airline, of which
the Tara Group's contribu-
tion was over $4,000 crore.

A similar amount is being
requested this vyear, the
sources added.

Reportonpi2 -
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Air India seeks 10,000 cr from

Tata Sons, Singapore Airlines

FOR UPGRADES. Rising costs, retrofit push weigh on finances

—
Janaki Krishnan
Aneesh Phadnis
Musmbad

Loss-making carrier Air In-
dia has songht funds from its
promoters, Tata Soms and
Singapore Airlines, to imvest
in upgrading its systemns and
services, sources aware of
the matter said.

The airline is acdu]?
T8,000-10,000 crove, accord-
ing to the sources who added
that the pro is currently
under D];“mpnsalm by iti
sharcholders.

Tata Sons did not respond
to an email sent secking cla-
rification on the matter.

A i Airlines
spuhespﬁcﬁnpuis:d_ “As 1 5ig-
nificant minority  share-
holder in Air India, Singa-
pore Airlines (STA) has been
working closely with our

r Tata Sons to support
Air Indis's transformation
programme.  This includes
providing our expertise and
support to Air India, where

OCCESSAry.”

FRESH CAPITAL
In FY25, Tata Sons aswell as
5IA had infused a little over

REVIVAL FUNDING. In FY25, Tata Sons and SIA infused a little

over 9,500 crore in the airine, of which the Tata group’s
contribution was over £4,000 crore. A similar amount is being

requisitioned this year as wall

9,500 crore in the airline, of
which Tata group's contribu-
tion was over T4,000 crore. A
similar amount is being re-
isitioned this as wel
s
Air India’s latest funding
appca! comes amid a challen-
gm.g;upcmtmg environment,
the  closure |:rf
Pakistan's airspace pushing
Up COSES,
The curbs have led to
longer routes to the US and

Eurcpe and higher fucl burn,
resulting in an estimated
T4,000 crore hit.

EEY HEADWINDS
The Boring 787 accident at
Ahmedabad in June dealt an-
other setback for the airline
that embarked on a five-year
transformation  programme
in 2022,

While the airline has cot
back its ¢ ity the
crash, the ﬂrﬁaﬁpﬂitpm-

gramme has gathered steam
after a long delay.

Air India posted a consol-
idated net loss of T10,859
crore in FY25, according to
the Tata Sons annual report.
It registered a revenoe of
TTRA36 crore in the same
perind.

REFURBISHED FLANES
Air India on Friday an-
nounced the completion of
the retrofit programme for
its legacy A320neo fleet, with
the final of 27 aircraft return-
ing to service with brand-
new cabin interiors and the
airline’s refreshed livery.
With these, combined
with 14 newly delivered
A320nco aircraft and those
integrated fa!bwmg the
merger of Vistara into Air In-
dia, the airline now operates
104 A320 Family sircraft, fea-
turing new or upgraded
cabin interiors.
Commeneed in Septem-
ber 2024 as part of a broader
§400 million inidative to
modernise Air India's entire
legacy fleet, the retrofit pro-
gramme for all 27 legacy
A320nco aircraft has been
completed within a record
onc-year time frume.
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PROFITABILITY PUSH HIT BY MUTILPLE SETBACKS

Al seeks 10,000 cr...

Air India seeks 10K crfrom
owners for system upgrade

MIHIR MISHRA & PR SAMNIAI
Oetober 31

UNPROFITABLE AIR IMDIA [s
ﬂ:—ckmgnl least 10,000 crore
{$1.1 billion) In finaneial sup-
part from its owners Tata Sons
and Singapore Alrlines, said
people familiar with the mat
ter,as the aitline grappleswith
theaftermath ol a deadly plane
crsh amongotherdhallenges

The request mclucdes funds
for overhauling Air India's
systems and services as well as
developing in-house engi
neering and malntenance
departments, some of the
people sald, requesting not to
be identified as the informa
tion is not public

The auling carrier is larfrom
agoal of breaking even opera-
tiona ly by end of March next
year after fadng multiple set
backs. The appeal for more
fundingundersoomes the chal
lenges of operating in the
India’saviation market where
many carrhers haveexited afier

AIR POCKET

# The funds
will be used
for overhauling
Air India's systems
and services aswell
as developing in-
house engineering
and maintenance
departments.

far from a goal of
breaking even
operationally by end
af March next year

L]
| L
8 The ailing camer is \ ‘k_
B

mAF Indiais

N 74.9%
with the rest held by Singapore
Airfines (S1A)

P
-

-

il

Bintergobe
Aviation, which
operates the
IndiGo leet, 5 the
only prafitable
domastic carmier
with over

4% market share

burningcash.

Sector leader Interglobe
Aviation, which |1prr:|!r:t1h|.-
IndiGo fleet, is the only prof
itable domestic carrier with
over 64% market share.

Afr India & 74, 9% owned
bry the Tata Group,with the mest
heeld Ty 5 LA Any (inanclal sup-
port would be pmoportional o
ownership, the people sakd,

adding that the owners woukd
decdeifthe funding willbean
JI1N'FBI"Mll?ﬂlltlr\'iﬂrqllﬂf

Spokespersons for Tat
Sons and Air India did not
respond te emailed querles
H"Fh]lg ormments on 1h'.'
financial support sought by
thecarrker.

SIA "has been working
dosely with”Tata Sons to help

with Air India’s transforma
tion programme, the carrier
said inanemail Friday.

“This indudes providing
our l"l‘FI!ﬂ I.“ Il.'l-l." !.I.I.iIIJlﬂrl b
Air India, where necessary,” it
added but directed all queries
on financial requirements to
Adrindia

Continved on Page 7

SIASSHARESSLIPFEDas much
as (8% on Fridaybn S ApOre,
Afr India’s pursuit of profitabil
ey wis already ot led ng bn June
asit had toflylonger houmsforits
non-stop west-bound flights
from India afteran amed bor
der conflict in May with Pak
istan ked to amspacecurhs

The financial math wors
ened after one of its Ilneint-.
787 Dreamliner headed for
London exashed immediately
after takeofffrom Ahmedabad
o June 12, killing all but one
on board, Safety concerns fol
lowing the tragedy lad to asys-
tem-wide audit by India's awn-
ation regulator. Air India also
slashed internatmmnal ||JH|1II-
onwidebodyjetsby 15 % smrt
ing June through August,

which curbed revenuie as well
SIA I clovsady v e In ey
functions such as engincenng,
operations and alrport serdce
atthe aidine after the Ahmed
abad crash, the people said, Al
Engineering Services -agoverm-
ment-owned entity and for-
merlya subsiliary of A India
does maintenance workfor the
airdine, The financial support
will help Air India scale up its
owm eng lnesring and malnte-
mance capabilities by buiding
hangars at key akrporis in the
coumtry, the people said,
Alsportservicesatsh kvalr-
ports ame done th mugh Air
India-Singapore Airport Temmi
mal Services—an equal [V
between Air Indiaand SATS, the
people saidk.  —BLOOMBERG
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Shanghai-Delhi flights of
China Eastern increased

Shanghai-based China Eastern Airlines, which
will restart Shanghai- Delhi fights from
November 9, said it will raise its frequency from
thrice weekly to five times a week from January 2,
After the MEA said earfier this month that China
and India had decided to resume air services
after five yvears, the airline announced thrice
weekly flichts. The tlights will be operated by
Alrbus A330-200 wide-body aircraft offering 17
lie-flat business and 245 economy-class sears.
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Al said to tap Tata Sons, Singapore
Airlines for up to 10,000 crore

Janaki Krishnan
Aneesh Mhadnis

MLUMBAL

Loss-making carrier Air In-
dia (AD has sought funds
from its promoters, Tata
Sons and Singapore Air-
lines (S1A), to invest in up-
grading systems and ser
vices, souroes said.

The airline is seeking
18,000-10,000 crore, ac-
cording to the sources who
added the proposal is cur-
rently under the considera-
tion of its shareholders,

Tata Sons did not res-
pond to an email seeking
clarification on the matter.

A SIA  spokesperson

Rough weather: Air India’s latest funding appeal comes amid a
challenging operating environment. REUTERS

said, “As a significant mi-
nority shareholder in Air
India, Singapore Airlines
(51a) has been working
closely with our partner
Tata Sons to support Air In-
dia’s transformation pro-

gramme. This includes
providing our expertise
and suppart to Air India,
where necessary.”

In FY25, Tata Sons as
well as SIA had infused a
little over ¥9,500 crore in

the airline, of which Tata
group’s contribution had
been over #,000 crore. A
similar amount is being re-
quisitioned this vear as
well, the sources added.

Als latest funding ap-
peal comes amid a chal-
lenging operating environ-
ment, with the closure of
Pakistan's airspace push-
ing up costs, The curbs led
to longer routes to the U5,
and Europe and higher
fuel burn, resuliing in an
estimated  ¥4,000-crore
hit. The Boeing 787 acci-
dent at Ahmedabad in June
dealt another sethack.

{The writers are with The
Hindu businessline)
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) Hindmstan Times

DGCA permits airlines to levy
wheelchair fee for able-bodied

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
revised norms for wheelchair ser-
vices, permitting airlines tolevy a
fee for wheelchair assistance
availed by able-bodied people at
airports.

According to the new rules,
notified on October 29, airlines
“may levy appropriate assistance
fees from passengers other than
persons with disability (Divyang-
jan) and persons with reduced
mobility who opt to use these ser-
vices”, the regulator said.

Until now, wheelchair assist-
ance was typically provided with-
out charge. The change brings
India’s norms closer to global
practices, allowing airlines to
recover costs for non-mandatory
services while continuing to pro-
vide full support to passengers
with certified disabilities.

OFFICIALS SAID
THE REVISION
FOLLOWED
CONSULTATIONS
WITH DISABILITY
RIGHTS GROUPS,
AIRLINES, AIRPORT
OPERATORS

Aimed at making air travel
more inclusive and accountable
for passengers with disabilities
and those with reduced mobility,
the new rules have also laid down
clearer obligations for airlines and
airport operators on accessibility,
assistance, and staff training.

According to the amended Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR), air-
lines must provide designated,
no-cost accessible seats with extra
legroom to passengers with disa-
bilities, which must remain
blocked until close to the time of

departure,

The rules state that airlines
must ensure that passengers with
disabilities receive assistance from
the time they enter the terminal
until they exit the destination air-
port. They are also required to
allow passengers to use personal
wheelchairs up to the aircraft door
wherever possible, and to handle
assistive devices such as wheel-
chairs and prosthetics with utmost
care. Any damage or loss will
attract compensation equivalent
to the cost of repair or replace-
ment, it added.

Officials said the revision fol-
lowed consultations with disability
rights groups, airlines, airport
operators.

HT had first reported in April
that the government was plan-
ning to revise accessibility guide-
lines at airports amid com-
plaints from air travellers of
wheelchair shortages and of
shoddy equipment.
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Air India
seeks SL1 bn

lifeline from
Tatas, SIA

e
PG gl Pl LT

ir Tnufia iz seeking ad
least S0 bl o (51,14
killien) in fimancial

supgpart from owners Singa-
pore Airlines amid Tata Soms.,
Rirwrberg Netexs reporied on
Thursaday, citing people Famil-
iarwiththe matier.

The development followsa
deadly Air India crash in Jome
Ut el emacores o 24440 pras-
sempem, phmging the carmier
ire its st crisis and com-
plicatimgits push io restone s
reputation and mocdemine its
Nt The Tata Group-ovmed
crrier & regisesting fonds to
everhaul Air India’s systems
and senvices as well as divel-
oping m-hoose engineering
amid maintenance  depart-
menits, e neport sid.

Aary fimancial sopport wokd
e proportiomd] toonsnership,
Bimrmterg said, acdding that
the-vamers okl decide if the
fmddimig will beean mierest-foee
loam or via eguity

Tata Group, which boughd
Air bnelizim 2022, has a7 4.5%
stake i the airline, with Simga-
pecere Arrimes haldiog the rest

Singmpome Abrfines has been
working closely with their
pariner Tata Sons bo suppon
Adr Inelia’s tranformation pro-
grammi= imcluding providinge
egpeertise arel support fo the
aicline:, a spokespersan for
Singapone Airines sid in an
el response bo Rt

Reuters ool mot verifythe
report. Adr Indiz and TataSons
chisl not Emmediately responml
{0 regyusests fir coanmzenl.
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Norms amended for wheelchair services
for able-bodied persons at airports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Deihi

Airlines can now charge for
wheelchair services availed
by able-bodied people at air-
ports, with gviation regulator
DGCA revising the norms.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation [(DGCA} has
amended the Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR} pertain-
ing to Carriage by Air -
Persons with Disability
{Divyangjan) andfor Persons
with Reduced Mobility'.

"Airline may levy appropri-
ate assistance fee from pas-
sengers other than persons
with disability [Divyangjan)
and persons with reduced
maobility who opt to use
these services. The same
shall be displayed on the
dirline's website,” the
DGCA said.

The regulator had last
month issued the draft civil
aviation requirement on the
use of wheelchairs at the air-
ports, seeking comments
from the public by

Sepitember 19, following mul-
tiple complaints against both
airlines and airport operators
over wheelchair bookings.
According to the revised
norms, to faciliate the timely
provision of necessary assis-
tance, passengers who have
requested such support will
report to the airport suffi-
ciently in advance of their
scheduled departure time.
Considering airport-spe-
cific constraints such as ter-
minal layout, security proce-
dures, and resource availabil-
ity, airlines may prescribe a
minimum reporting time
to facilitate seamless
assistance, as per the
revised CAR. Although the
basic responsibility for pro-
viding wheelchairs is that of
the airline operator as such
requests are captured
through the airdine's booking
and reservation systems.
Further, airport operator
shall provide extra wheel-
chairs wherever required for
the convenience of their pas-
sengers, it said, adding that

airlines should allow car-
riage of assistive devices free
of charge
on aircraft.

Also, as per the revised
CAR, airlines may levy an
appropriate assistance fee on
passengers other than
persons with disability
{Divyangjan) and persons
with reduced mobility
who opt to use it, and it will
be displayed on the
dirline's website.

Airport building operator
will display signage through-
out the airport, including
terminal areas, in a clear
and unambiguous manner as
per international standards.
Airports to display a signage
board for a reserved drop-off
point for persons with proper
visibility or reduced mobili-
ty before entering the airport,
with proper visibility for taxis.

Further, airports are to
ensure that reserved drop-off
points remain vacant for
persons with disability
{Divyangjan) or reduced
mobility, the DGCA said.
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