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[ATA against forced flights relocation to Navi Mumbai

—
Owr Bureau
Mol

Airlines should be free w
choose between Mumbai and
Navi Mumhai airpores, the
International Air ‘Transport
Assoctition [LATA} has said
while opposing the “forced
relocation” of fights.

THE DIRECTIVE

IATA has sought the Civil
Aviztion Ministry's interven-
tinm after the Mumbal Inter-
national Airport Lod {MIAL)
asked wirlines w shift one-
third of all international
flights from ite terminal 2 1o
the MNavi Mumbai airport
from October 1.

While the transition has
not materialised, the Mumy
bui airport has 1old airlines
they may choose to relocate
operations to Navi Mumbai
of suspend operitions ef

fective October 25 untl] the
new terminal 1 of Mumbai is
commissioned in FY 30,

FREE TO CHOOSE

“IATA and the airline com-
munity remain fully support-
ive of the Mavi Mumbai air
port and the long-term
development of the Mumbai
dizal rt system. How-
ever, this should be based an
marker forces and airlines”
choice  ruther than man-
dated, forced relocations,”
gaid the association’s Dir-
ecror-Gieneral Amitabh
Khosla in u recent letter to
the Ministry.

IATA has zaid the MIAL's
communication created a
confusion and & transition
framework should be de-
veloped in collaborative con
sultation with airlines.

“Airlines require certaingy
that the hroader operating
ecosystem will be fillv estab

lished before any transition
is implemented. This in-
cludes adequate  ground
handling capacicy; airline en
gineering and line mainten-
ance support; ad.c-quatr. ca-
ering  services; cargo
facilivies; crew accommoda
tion and transport arrange-
ments; regulatory approvals,
passenper connectivity solu-
tions and associated service
provider readiness,"” Khogls
said.

In case of the Navi Mum-
bai airport, alrlines have not
been made aware whether
the aircraft meintenance ser-
vice provider possesses all
necessary  approvals o
handle all types of adrerafi.
Similurly, the TATA said ca-
tering services, too, were not
fully ready to handle meals
meunt  for  internstional
tights,

“International airlines fi-
malise schedules, alreraft de

plovment.
and resource planning many

siles  inventory

months in advance of a
flight. Significant changes
should also be aligned with
the relcvant  industry
scheduling season and com-
municated sufficiently in ad-
vanee to avoid disruption to
passengers and airline opera-
tions,” Khaska added,

THE OTHER SIDE
In a satement, the Mum-
bt wlrport said it verminal 1

is schediled fur demolition
in line with Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
arder,

“While the demolitien
work was originally planned
o commence in mid-2025,
MIAL voluntarily deferred it
due to the absence of an al-
ternative operating facility
for airlines. With the Navi
Mumbai airport becoming
operational, - alrlines  now
hiuve an altermutive option,

Stakeholders  including
airtimes have been informed
that terminal 1 redm:]up
ment will commence in
January 2027, hence they
may chonse to pelocate oper-
athons or temporarily sus
pend them wntil the new ter-
minal is commissioned in
2029-30, “This is a tempor-
ary transition, and MIAL will
honour airlines’ siot rights
once the new terminal iz op-
erational,” MIAL said,
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Consult global carriers prior
to Navi Mumbai shift: IATA

Mumbai Airport Terminal I reconstruction behind proposal: Adani group

DEEFAHK PRTEL
Mo Diedhi, A0 Segiember

The International Alr Trans-
port Association (LATA) has
asked the Mindstry of Civil Avi-
ation {MoCA} 0 Intervens
sgainst Mumbai Intemational
Adrpoart Lid's (MIAL} prsposal
o forcdbly  shift  around
one-third of every interna-
thonal alrline's international
passenger and cargo oper-
arbons o Mayi Mumbal Interns-
thomal Alrport Lod (NMIAL)
from Ocober 1, saying the plan
was ot devikoped Inoones its-
toay wirh alrlines.

The Industry group, which
has over 370 airline members
from 120 nations, sabd alrines
had received communicarion
from MIAL about the proposed
transition. Detalls of the plan
were e feported in the medis
without consulting Internas-
thomel alrlines, it said

This had created confugion
among akrlines and pessen-
gars, maising operational, com-
mercial and reguiatory comee-
e Both MIAL s MMIAL are
controtied by the Adani group.

Al France-F1M does ot
plan tosplin s passenaer
flighis berwesen Mumbal
Almport amd Nad Mumbal
International Adrport, sasd
Srefan Gumusell. generd
manager for India and the
Middle Eass, on Wednesdsy.

In 4 press conference in
Iew Dedhl an the oo asion
of 70 years of KM opes-
ntions in Indin, he said
boith the a lrports serve the
same geographical passen-
per market, o/t doesn't
make musch sense tosplit
operationg.

No plan to shift passenger ops to
Navi Mumbai: Air France-KILLM

The alrllne cumently
plans tooperate up o 20
weekly passenpes fre-
quencies from Munsbal in
thewinter schedule, up
franm 14 weekly frequencles
L summmer. Wihile a cargo
plane will be moved to
My Mumdbad, passerges
services will continue from
Mfnrmbai. “Onar posithoa is
thiat we will operate in one
of the alrports. 5o fre-
quencies [from Mumbai,
remalinunchanged for the
wintes seasnn,” Gumusell
noted. DEERAK PATEL

"IATA B fundamencally
opposed to forced airline relo-
catlons. Any transfer of oper-
atlons should be voluntary,
commercially pnd operation-
ally viable, and supported by a
comprehensive  operational
readiness and alrport tranafer
priocess (ORAT) — consudtad

upon and agreed to by alrline
stakehoddess” it stated In 3
letres to MoCA dated Seprem-
ber o ORAT is the process
throughwhichanalmportandis
users testand prepare all oper-
ations befiore a major shifi
This had nat been propedy
demaonsrated for the proposed

move from Mombal o Nl
Mot alrport, IATA sadd.
When asked abour [ATAS
letter, an MIAL spokesperson
wold Husines Stendard that
Terminal 18t Mumbat Alrport
was scheduled for demolitlon
and reconstection in mdd-
>ozs, but the propct was
defarred s MNavi Moumbai Alr-
et was o ready by then
The redavelopiment of Tet-
minal 1will now begln in Janu-
ary. Alrlines “may choose® o
shift their flights to Mavi
Mumbsai Alrport of “rempor-
arily suspend ” them unill 2029
30, when the new terminal s
scheduled tobe cormmissioned,
the spakesperson added.
IATA in Irs ket also mised
questiong abour whether Mav
Mumbal alrport has all the
facilities required  handle
intermnational airdine  oper-
atlons. These Include grownd
handiing, sircraft mainten-
ance, caterlng carpo facilites,
CrEw ransport and accomumos-
dation, regulatory approvals
and passenger connectiviey.

More on Easiness skandand.com
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IndiGo weighs cutback in
Navi Mumbai operations

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumba, September 30

INDIGD S RECAL IBRATING I
opem tions at Mavi Mumbai
International Alrpart (NMIAJ,
with the alrline planning tocut
or shift capacity on seveml
rotites from Oefober 2 5 as part
of its Winter 2026 schedule,
soureestold FE

Thomove comesevenas the
abrpart opemton is cncouraging
airhines to expand services at
NMIAahead of the redevelop
mientof Terminal 1at Mombat's
Chhatrapath Shivall Maharaj
[nternatiomal Abrpot (CSM LA

IndiGo curmently operates
armund 325 weekly departures
from MMILA Under the mvised
schedule, services to at beast
thmee dties — Thinmvanantha
puram, 5 liguri-Bagdogra and
Kanmur - are likely to be tem
pomuly suspended, while fre
quencicsonseveml otherrostes
arebelng recalibrated Kochland
Maduraiare also being consid
ered for suspension forat leasta
vt by, sources said

The changes reflect the air
line’s attemgat to align capacty
atthe newalrportwithdemand,
shiot arvad Lab Bty amd abrewaft nota-
tionmequmements, Howeeor the
more slgnificant shift s on
roies  to  Visakhapamam,
Ghaziabad-Hindon and
|abalpur, which are likely to

WINTER SCHEDULE

mRouteto jabalpur, | @ IndiGo to retain

Yisak hapatnam, threa ATR aircraft

W Servioes to m Kochi and and Ghanabad- atHMIA, serving
three routes — Maduraialso Hindonlikely to five cties
Thiruvanant hapuram, being maoveto HMumbai —_—
Siliguri-Bagdogra and considered for intemational | Magput, ldm
Kannur— likely to be suspensionfor airpart and Lut:‘muw

temporarily at least 3 month to get additional

N suspended from frequencies

MMIA

".."‘m"

e from NMIA o CEMLA

These rowtes have a rela
tvely higher propartion of pas-
sengers using Mumbai as an
Internationalconnecting point.
With MMIA stil | having limited
International  connectvity,
operating such services from
CSMIA could allow IndiGo to
befter semve FI-'.IS.\I:'I'IHI‘T'.\ oon-
necting to i tsintemational net
work, sourcessaid

The reshufile is therefomr not
a complete withdrawal from
NMIA. IndiGo plans to retain
three ATH abrerafi af the alrpont
fram October 25, with the tur
boprops serving Almedabad,
Rajloot, Kolhapur, Bhavnagar

ancl DN At the same time, Mag-
pur, Jodhpur and Lucknow are
expected to receive additdonal
capacity, with some days lely
tohave two dallyflights,

When comtacted, Indi Go did
nol comment on the matter
(Rieries from NMIAalso went
unanswered.

IndiGo i simuRaneously
rimming capadtyonits Mum
bai-Amsterdam service this
winiter as its wet -leased Boeing
78T Drearnliner areref umed to
Morse Atlantic The mute will be
operaied withAirbus A321X1 R
aircmift, withfrequencyredooed
to thvpee Mlght sa wesk.

The proposed MMIA cuts

e,

also ||'|E:!|.I|Kh1 the temson
between theairportsexpansion
plansand bsdividualairdine sco-
nomics. AdaniAirportshasbeen
pushing alrlines to shift more
services to NMIAabead of the
planned redevelopment of
C5MIA's Terminal 1, which
could take around thiee years.
However, IndiGo's latest
schedule indicatesthat the shift
of traffic from Mumbai to Mo
Mumbai is unlikely to be uni
foerm, with the alrline continu-
ing to assess mutes based on
lpaveand, enamer thwity an il ale-
craft deployment. Further
chanpes to the winterscheduls
could follow, sourcessaid,
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Mumbai airport targets
55 /hr aircraft movement

MITIN KUMAR
Mumbai, September 30

HUMBAI'S CHHATRAPATI|
SHiIvadl Maharaj
International Arport [CSMIA)
plans to ralse lts alroaft
moavement capacity o 52-55
movements an hour by FY29
from aroumd 46 LIJII:EII.II'!.'.
with the airport setting aside
moame than €2,000 cmre for
Ivesting in taxiways, aircrafi
parking and other airside
imfrastructure to mprove
operational efficiency.

The capacity expansion
will allow CSMIA to handle
miore arcraft within its exist
ing footprnt, which is con
strained by s nisway config-
uration and dense urban sur
r|.||.|n|J:||1p. The move comes
as domestic airlines expand
thetr Deets and seek addition-
al apacity at majorairports,

The increase in capaclty
will be supported by grouwnd
Infrastructure upgmdes, ak
space optimisation, technolo
gy, and alr tmffic control pro-
cedure Illl.lilrl.ﬁl’l.‘l1:IEI'I.‘IhI L]
senior airport offidal said.

CEMIA handled a mecord
L0036 aircrafi movements in
a 24-hour period last year,
making it the workd's b siest
single-runway alrport.

A key part of the pro

RUNWAY EFFICIENCY

w 52-55/ hour
aircraft
movement
capacity
planned by
FY2% planned
against L
currentiy

2,000 crore

dnm:la inve stment to
cover taxiways, parking
stands and other infra

B C5MA handled record
traffic of

1,034 aircraft
movements in a single
24-hour period last year

gmmme is the expansion and
modification of tacdways and
aircraft parking areas. The
projects ame aimed at redoc
II1K alrcralt 1|'I.HIJ:I!K amd wail-
ing times and improving the
miowemeint I.'l" AlTcEa “
between  runways, parking
stands and terminal ameas.
CSMIA bas two intersect
lng runways that cannot be
operated simultaneously as
lndependent parallel run-
ways, lmproving the effiden-
cy of the existing rumway sys
tem, rather than .u].du:lg a
new runway, Is therefore cen
tral to increasing throughgut
The airside programme
Incledes additlonal alrcraft
|'|.'||'h:i|1.g stands, taxiway

extensions, rapid-exit taxi
ways, and an aimide tunnel
connecting different parts of
the airport.

The amside expansmin is
being underaken alonpside
terminal rrdr\rr-hpmrl:ll as
passenger tmific at CSMIA
has reached lts existing does-
ignated capacity. The atrport
handled 5513 million pas-
sengers in FY25, up from
52,83 million in FY24.

C5MIA is focusing on
improving the produdtivity of
its existing rumway and ter-
minal assets, as Mumbai's
aviation mardke! enfers a new
phase with the mmpup of
the Mavi Mumbal
Intermational .!uirpnrl
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Safe landing

DGOA must look into the Bocing issue

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the regulatory body in Indis
handling primarily sviation safety, should urgently look into the software glitch that
Boeing reportedlyidentified recently in certain 737 MAX flight computers. In India,
Ajr India Express and Akasa Adr fhy 06 Boeing 737 MAX planes, out of more than Boo
gircraft of all types operated by Indian airlines. The DGCEA Is yet to give any stans
update on the sofrware glitch that may have been found in the aircraft concerned.
Akasa, whichis the latest entrant in eviationand operates only 737 MAX {43 ofthem),
said in a staternent that it was coondinating with Boeing and that there was no
impact on the safety of its operations. Air India Express, the low-cost brand of Air
Inddin, which manages 53 of these jets, has not commented on the matter so far.

According o media reports, Boeing detected a sofrware issue insome 737 aircrafi.
It could result in disengngement of the amtomated fight-guidance system after a
missed landing approach or during an sborted landing. This situation can be trig-
pered [fpilots alter the ariginal approach path, aviation enalysts have noted. In the
case of such & scenario, pllots will have to temporarily revert to manual control. It ks
not clear as to howmany aireraft have the Aawed software. Even as the Washington
DC-headguartered Federal Awiation Administration s investigating the ksue
through a comective action review board (CAREB) and has defemed certification to
the upooming variants of 737 MAX, the Indian authorities must act promptly based
on the imputs from the global counterparts, Boeing has been under severs scnstiny
oversafety concems related to 757 MAX since two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2000, Lion
Alr Flight 610 crashed into the Java Sea soon after takeoff in October 28, and in
March g, Ethioplan Alrfines 302 crashed after takeodf, resulting in the wordwide
grounding of Boeing 737 Max planes formore than a year. Based on these incidents,
there have been allegations of cost-cutting and cover-ups st Boeing.

The latest software glitch is a global problem and several foreign adrdines have
told Boeing that they would refect any new aircraft fitted with the same version of
the software. The Indian carriers shoukd also proactively take an informed stand.
‘The pilot=" association must alsolook into the safety hazards imvodving such a glich.
It's been more than 15 months since the Air India crash in Ahmedabad, killing all
passengers barring one, and there's noclosure yet on the cause of the sccident. Air
Inddia was fiving a Boeing Dreamliner to London Garwick. More recently, an Alr
Inddia flisht — Alrbaes A3aoneo —experienced a sudden altde drop at 36,000 feet
while flying Phuket-Delhi. Although apilot on that flight was suspemded after test-
ing positive for marijuana, the failure of all three hydreaulic systems was also
detected. The final investigation report 15 not ot yet. Against that backdrop, it's
time fior the regulator to assess the risk in the 737 MAX case and act in the right ear-
nizst. Thisis critical, especially as Boeing hes reportedly sabd it informed all 737 oper-
arors kast month isself sbowt the software lssue, which could disable the automated
flight-guidance system during a case of specific landing.
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Indian Pilot Braves
Stabbing to Help Dubai
Flight Land Safely

Netanyahu says
Flydubai incident an
attempt to hijack

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: An Indian pilot is
said to have played a key role in
thwarting what the Israeli go-
vernment has described as the
attempted hijacking of a Flydu-
baiaircraftflyingfrom Dubaito
Tel Avivon Wednesday, after his
co-pilot allegedly attacked him
in the cockpit and attempted to
take control of the aircraft.

Smit Machchhar, an Indian
national and former SpicedJet
pilot, was the pilot in command
of flight FZ1073, according to
people aware of the matter.

Machchhar, who hails from
Mumbai, joined Flydubai in Ju-
ne 2022 as a direct-entry captain
after spendingmore than 11 years
with SpicedJet, as per his profile.

ETbrokethenewsonlineon
Wednesday evening.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has said the co-
pilot tried to crash the plane af-
ter stabbing the captain.
Machchhar managed to unlock
the cockpit door, which allowed
in passengers, who overpowe-
red the co-pilot. A second set of
pilots travelling aboard then
helped secure the cockpit and
land the plane in Saudi Arabia.

First Officer Arrested »» 10

How Events
Unfolded

1703 departs

Dubai for e

Tel Aviv ﬂﬁ "ﬂ‘- )
Aircraft goes from
.pearly 34,000 feet

to below 17,000
feet in a minute

0531-0538 GMT :

Emergency
and hijacking
alerts; Israel
scrambles
fighter jets

stabs pilot

while trying to

seize contral
%4

y

Passengers
overpower pilot,
another crew P

member takes
command

£¥S Emergency
"""" ik 4 landing
in Tabuk

Replacement
flight departs

Source: AFP

Ifirst Officer Arrested, Says Netanyahu

»»From Pagel
TFlydubaisaidinastafoment that
there was an altercation in the
cockpit but said the motive was
still unknown and subject o in-
vestiwution, The first affiver has
heenarresied, Nelanvahusaid.
Machehhar's former colleagu-
es described him as a pilot who
followed the rule book religious
Ly His brother is also a commer

clal pilot and has previously
flownfor Akusa Aln they said,
Inapodenst interyiew, Macheh-

har had spoken aboul his pas-
sion for flying Docing aircrafi
describingitasadream. ITealso
spoke abour the enormous re
sponsibility that comes with be-
ing in commuand of an sireraft
und the need fur pilots to remain
vanseious ol the Tives enlrusied
Lo them. That responsibility was
put to an extraordinary test on
Weodnesday

The Boeing 737 MAX 8 was car-
rying around 174 passengers,
most of them laraelis, when the
ineident unfolded whils the air-

cral was Nying loward Tel Aviv
Acrording to Reuters, the twopi-
lots became involved in a physi-
calaltercation, The aireratt sub-
sequently wenr intn a rapid de-
seenl, losing nedrly 14,000 feel in
lews than 30 seconds, accarding
Lo Mighl-tracking data.

The aircral firsl [ransmiifed
the 7700 cmergency cede and la-
ter switched to 7300, the interna-
tionally recognised code for un
lawful interference. The signals
triggered 8 major ssearity re-
spunse in lsrael with the count-

rv'sair loree seramhling Mghter
jets as the plane diverted to-
wards Sandi Arabia

The nireraftlanded safelvat Ta
buk in Saudi Arabia. Both pilots
were injured and taken to hospi-
tal, Flydubaiconfirmed that the
alrerafthad experiencedaninel-
denten voole la Tel Avivand di-
verted to Tabuk, butsaidtherea.
soms anid eireumstances remain
subject to investigation.

Machchhar’s career also high-
lights & brouder treml In Indian
avistion—experienced  piloty

moving lo Wesl Asian earriers
in search of higher remunera-
tion and bettoremployment con-
dirions.

Largenumbersof Indian pilots
have moved Lo Gulf earriers in-
cluding Emirates, Qutar Alrwa-
v, Elihadand Fiyduhal over the
years, The lrend has inlensified
as West Asian airlines cxpand
flocts and offor taxree salaries
and other benefits, creating a
persistent challenge for Indian
carriers irying to retain experi-
enved commantders,
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Domestic air

traffic falls
7.5%in Aug

FE BUREAU
HMumb m'_,_s-a:_lteth! _3!:}

INDLA'S DOMES TIC AIR pas
senger trafhic fell 7.5% year
on-yearin Avgust, thesharpest
decline am nnE major aviation
markrts,as demandwealened
far more than alrlines cut
capacity, according to the
Intermational Al Transport
Association {1ATA)

Revenus passenger kdlome-
tes [I: I-'l{:u:nnr mcted 7. 7% fol
lowing a 5.20% decline in July,
while capacity fell st 1. 29
The mismatch between
demand and capacity pushed
India’s passenperload factor
down 5.4 peroentage pomis (o
7 B.7%, the lowest among the
skt major domestic markets
tmcked by IATA

India’s comraction was
amang the kry factors behimd 2
0.5 % decline inglobal domestic
passenger demand in Aupust
Domestic capac ity globallyrose
0, 7%, while the domestic pas
senger nad facvor fell 1.1 per-
centagepalnts i85, 3%

The broader global market
abso weakened, with pasienges
demand falling 0,8% year-on
yearin At even as capadty
mermased 0 i, The mrrﬂiflru'l_'.
senger load factor dedined 0.9
percentage pointsto 85,1 4
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Stabbed, Indian pilot stops
junior from crashing plane

® Dubai-Tel Aviv
Flydubai flight
makes emergency
landing in Saudi;
passengers safe

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Dubai /erusalem,
September 30

AN INDIAN CAPTAIN of a
Dubai-Tel Aviv Flydubai flight
fought off his co-pilot who
allegedly attempted to crash
the aircraft,which had to make
anemergency landingin Saudi
Arabia, Israeli media reports
stated on Wednesday.

News website Ynet, citing
Israeli officials, reported that
the co-pilot was an Omani
national and was suspected of
tryingto crash the aircraft.The
Indian captain fought with
him to prevent the aircraft
from crashing, with Israeli pas-
sengers later helping subdue
the co-pilot, the report said.

Inastatement,lsraeliPrime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said one of the pilots stabbed
the other and apparently
attempted tocrash the aircraft
with passengers on board.
Netanyahu said an Israeli pas-
senger told him that the air-
craft went into a spin and
began descending, afterwhich
thepassengeranda crewmem-
ber managed to break into the
cockpit and, together, they
overpowered the pilot who had
carried out the stabbing while
he was attemptingto sabotage
the aircraft’s systems.

According to Netanyahu,

MID-AIR SCARE

mThe co-pilot was an
Omani national and was
suspected of trying to
crash the aircraft

® The Flydubai flight was
carrying 174 passengers,

including 27 children

another crew member then
entered the cockpitand helped
stabilise the aircraft. “I salute
these heroes who demon-
strated extraordinaryresource-
fulnessandcourage.They saved
many lives and prevented a
major disaster,’ he said.

Theaircraft landed safely at
Tabuk airport in Saudi Arabia
and all passengers were out of
danger, said Netanyahu, who
met his security chiefs to dis-
cuss the situation.He also said
the pilot who carried out the
stabbing had been arrested
and was being questioned by
Saudi authorities.

The  Flydubai  flight
FZ107 3, travelling from Dubai
to Tel Aviv, had transmitted
emergencysignalsandmadea
sharp descent before diverting

m Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
in astatement one of the
pilots stabbed the other

® Israeli's defence minister
said it 'was a jihadist
terrorist attack attempt’

to Tabuk in Saudi Arabia. The
flight was carrying 174 pas-
sengers,including 27 children.
Theairline said itwascoop-
erating with the relevant
authoritiesand thatall passen-
gers were safe, The airline has
not released the identity or
nationality of the pilots.
Tabuk airport authorities
said the captain and first officer
were injured and taken to hos-
pital.Israeliauthoritiesfeareda
possible hijacking and scram-
bled fighterjets.Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz said the
incident aboard the plane“was
a jihadist terrorist attack
attermnpt, which was thwarted
only thanks to the bravery of
several Israeli passengers who
broke into the cockpit andover-
powered the terrorist”.
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India seeks connectivity opportunities
with 115 airlines, 55 countries: Naidu

India will use Routes Asia
2027 o engage with airlines
and countries to unlock new
regional and international
connectivity opportunities,
with more than 55 countries,
115 airlines, and 2 500 one-on-
one  business meetings
expected at the three-day
event, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naldu
stated.

Routes Asia 2027 will be
held in Delhi from March 16-
18, 2027, with the government
looking to use the event to
expand air links and support

ROUTEZIASIA

T R

7 N

wrade, tourism, and broader
economic activity.

Speaking to the media on
the sidelines of the curtain-
raiser event, Naidu stated that
India has expanded its airport
network and the next priority
is to im prove connectivity.

“We have seen that it has
become the third largest

domestic aviation market and
we aspire to become the third
largest aviation market glo-
bally. And for that connectiv-
ity is very, very important,” he
said. Naidu stated that Routes
Asia 2027 would provide an
opportunity to engage with
airlines and countries on how
India can make better use of
its connectivity potential."So
our focus for Routes 2027 is
going to be to engage with air-
lines, to engage with the coun-
tries to see how do we unlock
the connectivity opportunity
that we have,” he said. -ANI
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[ XINJIANG OPTION }

India explores China route
to bypass Pak airspace ban

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is exploring an
alternative air route over China's
Xinjiang to reduce the impact of
the continued closure of Pakistani
airspace, civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said on Tues-
day.

He was speaking at the curtain-
raiser for Routes Asia 2027, the
route development event for the
Asia Pacific, which India will host
next March.

“We are looking at other alter-
natives. Discussions on the Hotan
route are going on between the
two countries. Our external affairs
minisiry is engaging with their
country [China]... let us see how it
goes, but we are trying alterna-
tives,” Naidu said.

Naidu did not indicate a time-
line for the route's opening, nor
did he suggest that an agreement
had been reached with China.

Paldstan closed its airspace to
Indian airlines after the Pahalgam
terror attack in April 2025, and its
latest notice extends the closure to
October 24. Since then, Indian air-
lines flying to Europe and North
America from northern and west-
emn India have had to detour over
the Arabian Sea towards Muscat.
The detour adds between 45 min-
utes and two hours of flying time,
and has driven up fuel burn and
operating costs on several sectors.

“All Indian carriers from the

How closures hurt Indian airlines

Two flights on same route shows India’s IndiGo flying an
extra 1 hour 40 minutes because of the detour it has to take

avoid Pakistani airspace

t_jl'w.Tn\F‘IIL

north and north west are follow-
ing the L639 route to avoid the

Pakistan airspace.. which
increases their flying time by 2
hours,” a person aware of the mat-
ter said. 1639 is one of the desig-
nated airways that carry the
detour over the Arabian Sea.
The Delhi-Istanbul sector

INDIGO FLIGHT 6EN

=747 hrs

shows how arduous the detour is.
IndiGo's 6E-1l is scheduled to take
8 hours 39 minutes, according to
flight-tracking data. Turkish Air-
lines’ TK717, which is not covered
by the Pakistani ban, is scheduled
at 6 hours 45 minutes, almost two
hours less.

Naidu said the proposed corri-

dor over Hotan, in southwestern
Xinjiang, would offer a signifi-
cantly shorter route.

If the discussions pan out,
Indian airlines flying from Delhi
and Mumbai would head towards
Leh, enter Chinese airspace near
Hotan, turn towards Kyrgyzstan,
and then connect to existing
routes to Europe, the UK and
North America. “The route may
lead to significant savings for des-
tinations like Georgia, Baku, Cen-
tral Asia, and northern Europe,”
the second person said.

The corridor would also take
Indian aircraft into difficult and
sensitive airspace. Reuters
reported in November 2025 that
the airspace falls within the Chi-
nese People's Liberation Army's
Western Theatre Command,
whose responsibilities include
responding to any conflict with
India. The region is ringed by
mountains as high as 20,000 feet
(6,100m). International airlines
generally avoid it. the report said,
because an aircraft that loses
cabin pressure must descend
quickly to lower altitude, and
there are few emergency airports
to divert to. No non-Chinese air-
line had used Hotan airport in the
previous 12 months, according to
the report.

The detour has proved particu-
larly costly for Air India, which
relies heavily on western long-
haul routes out of its Delhi and
Mumbai hubs.
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Terror in the air: Pilot stabs
Indian captain in cockpit

Dubai-Tel Aviv {light
diverted to Saudi;

Israeli PM hails Capt
Machchhar's heroics

HTC and Agencies

Frttersga e stantimes rom

NEW DELHUMUMBAL/DUBAL
The co-pilot of a fydubai flight
from Dionbal o Tel Aviv n]h:guﬂ}

AT,
cockpit durimg which the Boeing
T37 MAX B phunged 14.300 feet in
roughly 3sooonds overnortherm
Sandi Arsbin. The jet broadost o
‘higeck alert and diverted to Tabuk,
where it Iandded safiely, and lsneli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netnn-
yahu credited its wounded Indinn
cuptain with fighting back and
opening the cockpit door so that
passengers and orew cowld over-
power the attncker.

The captnin, Smit Machohhar,
15 froem Ghuthoopar East in Mummbs
and was based in Dubai for work,
Er?plc aware of the matter told

. Both pilots were hospimfised,
Tabark Airport said Machehhar
underwent surgery nad is sinble,
while the other pilot, whose noeme
‘wasnot known at the time of going
to press, was arrested by Saudi
nuthorities.

In & post on X, Netnmyahu
saluted Machchhar's “extraomdi-
nary brovery”. “Despite being
stabbed and seriousky injured, he
fought back resisted, opened the
ioockpit door, and enabled passen-
gers and crow D overpoveer the
nttacker — preventing & cats-
strophic mid-gir disaster.” he
wrote. “He saved the lives of 74
people, including lsmeli dbzens
and other nationals.”

.

ik
Captain Smit Machchhar

In &n earfier viden message,
Netanyahn said the pilot who
attncloed his colleague wanted
crew that happensed to'be on board
stahilised the nircraft afier the
mtincker was subdued. It was not
clenrif this wes indeed the cose or

ntinusd o314

‘Plot to crash plane’

e Attt (1
f ﬂlrmumuauusmnjmuuhuml 15,000
B B-wesl Said Aralia wihen iT begas ta
§ descend 3 0620 LIFE (15T ST, abeout 234
b m nerth-past af Tabuk Within 50 ELT
l secands It had dropped sbeut 7,400 ft
% — 5000
Lz o
i
—_-,_ T e =000
i b | chmbed back sy 1n 71T 0t mo0e
=3 " them held af around % 003 fi foe 50
— - { minies hetne dieting 1o Tabik
; - m i 18 deating i 008
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i
i n
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Life-or-death fight amid
a drop from 30,000 feet

JERUSALEM: When fhydubai
Might FZI073 suddenly

from over 30,000 feet on
Wednesday, passenger Almog
Italie said it felt like the plane was
rl.]:.smgﬂjmugh"mnsshrrtmhu-
emice”™ before he realised a life-or-
death struggle hod unfolded in
the cockpit.

Itnlie described passengers
runming to the front of the cabin
and commotian in fromt of the
cochpit, where Isracli officiats
=it the co-pilot hond stabbed the

capiain to try to crash the plane
thatwas fiying from Dubai o Tel
Aviy with mare than 170 Isruelis
on board,

“It was dropping Like for 20, 30
seoonds, and then balanced. snd
then started dropping again, and
balenced agnin, and then we saw
that fthere) are people in the
fromt, directly {in front of) the
cockpit” b told Rewters. “Crew
members end passemgers from
the front of the jet wok over gnd
et controd of the two pikss” s

FLYDUBAI STABBING

just Netanyahu's estimation of
what transpired.

Esraedl officials told Reuters the
artacker was an Omani national.

The Indian embassy in Rivadh
confirmed Machchhar was ina
hospital in Tabuk city. "A full
update on his health ks awaited but
e is reported to be in stable condi-
ton. We hope that he recovers
from his Injuries at the earliest We
arg In touch with his family and
assure them that we will continue
to follow up on his health with
Saudi authorities_”

Parag Shah, the Bharatlya Jan-
ata Party legislator from Ghatko-
par East, said Machchhar's par-
ents have left for Dubel, Shah said.

Machchhar grew upin Ghatk-
parand studied in Mumbal a fame
iy friend said. He joined fiydubal’s
T37 fleet as a direct-entry captain
i Jume 202 after 1 years with Spi-
celet in Murmbal whiere he rose o
senfor commander and, from
November 2020, trained and
checked other pilots, according to
his Linkedln profile. The profile
lises 8,750 fying hours and a busi-
ness administration e from
the Welingkar Instinute of Manage-
ment His brother is a pilot with
Alasa Alr, the people said.

A passenger on the flight —
FZI073—Miriam Abulasis, heard
screaming and saw a man witha
knifie force one of the pllots to the
fnor, with blood everywhere, her
muither Yasmin told Reuters in Tel
Aviv. In a video purportedly
recorded by another passenger
and carried widely by Israell
media, the passenger said one
pilot was serfously hurt and the
other slighty. The plane carried
about 150 Israelis, lsracli media
reported, and fydubai sakd all pas-
sengers wene safe.

Flight data from Flightradar24
and ADS-B Exchange. analysed by
HT, show the plane ook off from
Dubai at 7.05am local tme and
crulsed west over Saudi Arabia at
34,000 feet. ALS Zlam Saud] tme
(10.51am 1ST), & litle over two
hours into the fight and about
235k north-east of Tabuk, it
began o descendd. Between two
readings 37 seconds apart it fefl
from 33,225 feet to 18,925 feet.
about 23,000 feet o minuie. Ata
typical 2,000 feeta minuie, anair-
liner would take seven minuies o
lose that height

Photographs of the alreraft at
Tabuk appear to show the rudder

torn from fts tail. That kind of

damage can occur when control
surfaces are moved oo hard at
high speed. and i would fita dive
as violent as the one the fight data
record. HT could not independ-

ently verifythe authenticity of the
photographs.

The plane bottomed out at
16,600 feet as s ground speed
peaked at 598 knots (L107kmyh),
then climbed more than 5000
feet, fell again to 13,675 feet by
B27am and levelled off at about
15,000 feet. Recetvers bost its posi-
tion for nine minutes. When the
frack resumed at 8.3lam, the
ransponder showed 7700, the
general emergency code, and ar
B.35am it switched 1o 7500, the
hijfack code. It was not clear who
set the codes,

The plane flew on northwest
into Jordan, turned back and was
over Saudi territory by 8 45am.

Reports that the plane
approached the speed of sound
rest on ground speed, the only
speed the public data record for
the dive.

The closest precedent is Egvp-
tAdr Flight 950, a Boeing 767 that
crashed into the Atlantic in Octo-
ber 1999 after its rellef first officer
deliberately put it Into a dive,
according o US Investisators at
the time. The plane fedl from about
33,000 feet 1o about 16,000 feet in
roughly 36 seconds as the captain,
who had returned to the cockpit,
fried to pull it out It climbed
briefly before breaking up, killing
all ZI7 people on board, Egypt
rejected the American finding,

Thres months earlier, a hijacker
on an All Nippon Alrways Boeing
747 stabbed the captain to death
and let the jet descend towithina
fenw hundred metres of the ground
near Tokyo, before crew and an
off-duty pilot overpowered him
and recovered the aircraft

Doron Spielman, a spokesper-
son for Netamyahu, first ruled outa
hijacking and two hours later said
that assessment had changed,
according o Bloomberg. Netan-
vahu held security consultations
and cleared his schedule for the
day, an lsraeli official told Rewters.
His office sakd all measures were
being taken o bring the Israell
passengers home, and the trans-
port ministry said Endrat authocd-
tes were working on thelr refum.

Israel's far-right national secu-
rity minister Itamar Ben-Gwir
wrote on X: "Terrorism s a devil
with whom no agreement must be
reached.” The incident comes
weeks before Ismel's first election
since the Hamas-led attack of
October 7, 2023, in a campaign
whiere security has figured promi-
nently.

Israel has no diplomatic rela-
tons with Saudi Arabta. It has
built close security and economic
ties with the UAE since 2020, and
Netanyahu met UAE President

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Mahyan on Sunday, The UAE has
nof commented. Flydubal, Emir-
ates's sister carrier, has said only
theat the Dight had an incident and
diverted to Tabuk. The alrline has
o begween Dubal and Tel Aviv
since late 2020 and runs 70 flights
aweekon the route.
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Pilot injured in the
flydubai ‘altercation’
identified as Indian

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The captain who was at-
tacked during an alterca-
tion inside the cockpit of a
flydubai flight from Dubai
to Tel Aviv on Wednesday
is an Indian national, Cap-
tain Smit Machchhar.

Mr. Machchhar was pre-
viously employed with Spi-
cejet. Official confirmation
is awaited.

In a press statement, fly-
dubai has called the inci-
dent aboard FZ 1073 “an
altercation”.

“At this early stage, the
underlying reasons and
motives behind this event
are unknown and remain
subject to a formal investi-
gation,” flydubai said.

The airline said that the

Captain Smit Machchhar

aircraft was successfully
secured by on-duty flydu-
bai crew travelling on the
flight, who diverted and
landed the aircraft safely at
Tabuk Airport (TUU) in
Saudi Arabia, and that all
passengers and crew were
safe and accounted for.

Passengers  received
medical attention from lo-
cal authorities, according
to a regional official.



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY QOF INDIA

MINT

DELHI

Air France-RLM against plan
to shift flights to Navi Mumbai

HEW DELHI/MUMBAI

Ir France-K1LM, oneof
ther Lnrgoest Foresigom adr-
ling groups opermting

i Tiwkiin, i resdsgimgg Aalani Air-
port's push to shift airfine
capacity fo Navi Muombai, sy
ing it will niot spdin ks bong- haal
(s opieralions belwesn
the iwo pirporis. The stance
clesegait s st o e slaniel-odl
between Adand Afrport amd
airlines, as the couniry’s sec-
onddlargest airport openitor
prepares o redevelop Mum-

hai'sexisting airportand secks |

o redlsieibote capacity,

Operatimg long- hanl Nights
Troim b alrports serving the
samis “ralchment arva™ woukd
undennine operatiomal offi-
ciency, sibl Stelan Gumuseli,
general manager, India and
Ml Ease, Adr France-R1LAL

“Wienre anairline that oper
ales o I.'lnr'il.'"l'_lu'.]I:Illllt'l.'.il}'.
W cannol opernte o bwo dif;
lerent airports, especially on
hong-banl,” Gamasseli sabl in
resgainsa D i cuest b from
Mired in Dwedhl o Toweselay, "I
isin the same catchment area,
il be s

Am#.-lﬂ"':‘- el =

q pEad B
- s —_—

The airiine plans to ratse Mumbai flights to 20 3 week fram 1
starting with the winter schedule & Novembear

Dok b lbsieanergedlanan | will redoee the capacity o an
im|u|r|.'|||tj_;r|u.1.'||1 nmiirhed for i||.|:|||r'r_|||||']|"|.|'I.1I||'-.|n|.'1~l.'|.'ill
tsie gromip. Ale Franes-KLM | miovie There B oo doabl®
'|'|-|'I|rr|1lr|".t'n|.||'||rl‘|ﬁFtI|i]- Tt chistinction cowdld b
Nissin i ek Eirst hallol 20006, up | lmpoensot as Adanl Alrpon
% froan ayeareartier. During | prepsiresto redes viop Mumbal
thegroup's uly camings call, | alrpon from 2027, Thealrporn
group chiel executive Benja- | operator has ashed atrlines to
min Smith said the positive | shift ot leastane-thind of their
ancmne i Acriss s g||||.|.d aperaitions fo N M,
network inclhuded “standont | abort 50 5 from the existing
1wr|'||r|||.'||:||.3|-.~.- in lmidia, Aska | airg u1|T.lu.-;,|1|1||i.||u1 WAnbeer, =
and the Amwricas™, Ndoesnol | rodevelopmarnd progamesses.
b Dlke-sgmecilhe numbsers, Fur wdrliawes, hiwvisver, lelfi-
There are nearly 80 forefun | ing opemtions ks nod a matter
carricrsoporting ood of Indin. | of moving aircrafi between
e mullina- | alrporis Splitting operations

bleopemationally  Air France-KLM tiomalcarnieralso | will regquire additionnd ground
s oapesrailes A TWin will increase opeifilies cargo | tenms, handling armangements
rpearts,” e saiel India-wide flights sorviciss fo Murm andl other operational nfra-

Thecommenits o cg s woesk fpom  DOviArFrance | structuee, while potentinlly
voene as RLM- Air 42, with an equal ind expecis [0 | compliviting passenger oon-

Framee mirks 70
veuirs of opern

spiit b Alr mowe the opera- | nectionsand accoess,

tions o Mavi “We have leams on ihe

tionson the Dkl Franceand KLM gy b ediin't | ground, we meed to split, we

hi-Amsierdam —r

route and pre
pares o expand its ndia oper-
ations. 1t plans to operate 20
wisslely Migghits bebwesn Mum-
B srn] st B, Fraris sl
Amstenam, durtig the winter
srhadule beginnimg Movem
Beer, commpared with FE now,
The geronp salso inereasing
Its Inelin-wide capacity. From
November, Air Frnnce-ELM
plans o operate 54 weckly
“'“Illl i liaelin, |J||fn1|1L 12
currently, with an equal split
Dt &b Framceand KLAL

s '.il'j'wh-rl] the | el o acled meew teames Wis
shift will take | havegrownd handling compa
place. For passisiges opera- | nleswho anealieady operting
tions, however, the aidines | in Mombai girport, S thers
pEssdrion dschear, “Ourwdshwill | woubd b pore challeges—io
bt 1o remain where we are | train (personnell, o split
toclay, andsplirting amvwways s | operationsd,” Guomuisell sabd.
sl an option.” Gurmeseli i, Hes saiel an iwve-airpor strat
Theealrbne would consbiber | egy cold work when alrpons
mowing s entireapemion |l | semvie 41i'~li||.|'1|_l. il Merene
redevelopenent resulicd inihe | catchmient areas, clting Tokyo
exiElinyg adrpart hl]llllil1“llri|l as an 1-;.1|11[|I-|~. That, he BUE-
capacity flling to an opera- | gested, was nob the coase hene,
!]llrln.“_\. ikl level “I0 e et i i wiminid o
airport says they are closing Fow an extenided version of
Risezn s off ool il |.l|r||'||-_|.' i ey, gnrlrlll.t'lulllll Cifil

1 OCTOBER 2026



AIRPUR SAUT HORIT‘!’ OF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLEWNWNIUM POST DELHI 1 CETOBER: 2026

Windfall tax on diescl, ATT exports slashed

MPOST EUREAU
New Dethi, September 30

The government on
Wednesday cut the wind-
fall gains tax on the export
of diesel and aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), while
retaining it at the same
level for petrol for the fort-
night beginning October 1.

The rate of special addi-
tional excise duty (SAELD)
along with road and infra-
structure cess on the
export of diesel will now
be Rs 16 per litre, down
from Rs 20 a litre. SAED on

export of ATF is set at Rs
10.5 per litre, as against Rs
15 per litre currently.
Duty on petrol exports
has been retained at Rs
0.5 per litre for the next
fortnight. The finance
ministry, in a notification,
said the duty Cuts will be
effective from October 1.
Amid escalating ten-
sions in West Asia, the
government had imposed
an export duty on diesel
and ATF on March 27 and
revised the rate every fort-
night. Beginning May 16,
the levy was imposed on

petrol exports.
The ministry also said

that there was no change
in the existing duty
rates on petrol and die-
sel cleared for domestic
consumption.

The windfall tax was
levied to increase domes-
fic availability of the fuel
amid the war in West Asia.
It was also aimed at pre-
venting exporters from
taking undue advantage
due to price differences,
as lobal crude oil prices

risen since the war
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India’s domestic air passenger
traffic fell 7.5% in August: IATA

India recorded largest traffic decline among major domestic markets

MPOST BUREAU
New Delh, September 30

India’s domestic air pas-
senger volume dropped
7.5 per cent in August on
an annual basis, recording
the largest traffic decline
among the major domes-
tic markets, according to
global airlines” grouping
IATA.

In its air passenger
market analysis report for
August, the International
Ajr Transport Association
(IATA) on Wednesday said
industry-wide RFK slipﬁ
back into contraction, fall-
ing 0.8 per cent year-on-
vear (YoY) after registering
a marginal growth of 0.3
per cent in July.

Revenue Passenger
Kilometres (RPK) is an
indicator of passenger
volumes.

“Higher demand in
China, Brazil and Anstralia
contrasted with declines in
Japan, the US and India.
Despite growth across sev-
eral major markets, overall
domestic traffic remained
slightly below its level a
vear earlier,” IATA said.

IATA’s Senior Vice Pres-
ident Sustainability and
Chief Economist Marie
Owens Thomsen said the
coming months will reveal

I_HEPRESEHHTW'E FIC

whether travellers, whose
purchasing power has
been reduced by higher
energy prices, are adjust-
ing their travel budgets,
and might be discouraged
from travelling due to the
prevailing geopolitical
instability.

“India recorded the
largest traffic decline
among the major domes-
tic markets. Domestic RPK
fell by 7.5 per cent YoY,
following a 5.2 per cent
decrease in July. Capacity
contracted by 1.2 per cent,
substantially less than the
fall in demand, resulting
in a 5.4 percentage point
reduction in the PLF to
78.7 per cent,” IATA said.

The grouping, which
represents over 370 air-
lines globally including
Indian carriers, said India’s
was the lowest PLF and the
largest drop in the load fac-
tor among the six markets.

PLF refers to the Pas-
senger Load Factor. Asia
Pacific airlines recorded a

0.1 per cent year-on-year
decrease in demand in
Aupust.

“Capacity decreased
0.9 per cent year-on-year
and the load factor was
85.6 per cent (+0.7
Com aP:Ed to Augustzog?

c on routes within
Asia fell 2.0 per cent and
capacity d ed for the
fourth month in a row.
By contrast, traffic on the
Asia-North America corri-
dor grew by 2.5 per cent,”
IATA said.

Thomsen said the
recovery trajectory for
carriers in the Middle East
was interrupted and the
region's carriers reported
that in August demand
was 14.6 per cent lower
year-on-year, reversing an
improving trend.

“Excluding the Mid-
dle East carriers, demand
for air travel grew by 0.6
Per cent year-on-year in
August, half the pace seen
in July. With some impor-
tant exceptions such as
domestic China, global
connectivity was gener-
ally weaker in August,”
she said.

She also noted that for-
ward schedules for Octo-
ber are showing cautious
o ism with 2 per cent
E,'E:i.l.mrth in n'.railabE A
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Air France to
increase flights
from India

EM5 ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Detri

AIR France - KLM will increase
its operations in India to 54
weekly flights in the upcoming
winter schedule, up from the
current 42 weekly flights. KLM
will operate up to 27 flights a
week, with the remaining 27 op-
erated by Air France,

“India is the world's fastest-
orowing aviation market and is
incredibly important for Air
France - KLM. We consider In-
dia as one of our strategic des-
tinations,” said Stefan Gumuss-
1i General Manager India &
Middle East at Air France-
KLM. He expects robust de-
mand from India to continue on
the back of robust infrastruc-
ture prowth, new travellers and
new passport holders exploring
international destinations.

Laure Daynie, country man-
ager, Air France - KLM, India
said demand in the premium
segment, including business
class and newly introduced pre-
mium comfort class, has seena
sharp growth and the airline
will increase its offering across
categories. The airline group
currently operates from Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad and Ben-
galurn, and has a codeshare
agreement with IndiGo, India’s
Eargest au‘].me mnnectmg doz-

ens of Indian cities with major
European hubs.

Air France - KLM's decision
to increase operations from In-
dia comes at a time when Indi-
an airlines have slashed their
frequency across Europe as
part of their cost reduction ef-
fort in the afiermath of the
West Asiacrisisand inability to
access the Pakistan airspacg.
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Air India to resume direct Delhi-Tel Aviv flights from December 1

ASHOKE RAJ
W New Delhi

Air India will resume direct
flights between Delhi and Tel
Aviv from December 1,
restoring a non-stop air link
between India and Israel
after the suspension of ser-
vices amid the ongoing war
and security situation in
the region.

The airline will operate
five weekly flights from
Sunday through Thursday
using Boeing 777 aircraft.
With the resumption, Air
India is set to be the only
airline operating non-stop
flights between India
and Israel.

Air India will operate flight
All39 from Delhi, departing at
5:00 am and arriving in Tel

Aviv at 8:30 am. The return
service, Al140, will depart
Tel Aviv at 10:30 am and
arrive in Delhi at 7:45 pm. The
flight time will be approxi-
mately seven hours from
Delhi to Tel Aviv and around
five hours and 45 minutes on
the return journey.

Air India and other airlines
had suspended or disrupted
services to Tel Aviv during
the ongoing conflict, affect-
ing direct air connectivity
between India and Israel.
The restoration of the
Delhi-Tel Aviv route comes
as air links to Israel gradual-
ly resume amid changes in
the regional security
environment.

The return of the direct
route also comes as the
Israeli Ministry of Tourism

strengthens its engagement
with the Indian travel market
and expands efforts to show-
case the destination beyond
its established appeal for
pilgrimage and spiritual
tourism.

The ministry is placing

greater emphasis on leisure
and family travel, MICE
(meetings, incentives, confer-
ences and exhibitions),
luxury and experiential
tourism.

Welcoming the announce-
ment, Galit Hoffman, Consul

for Tourism Affairs at the
Israel Ministry of Tourism in
India, said the restoration of
direct connectivity would
make travel between the
two countries more
convenient,

"The return of Air India's

direct flights is an important
development for tourism
between India and lIsrael.
For Indian travellers, the
restoration of a regular non-
stop connection makes the
journey more convenient
and gives them greater flex-
ibility when planning a visit
to Israel. India remains an
important market for us, and
direct air connectivity has a
significant role to play in
supporting the growth of
travel between our two
countries.”

Hoffman also highlighted
the range of experiences the
destination offers to Indian
travellers beyond pilgrim-
age and spiritual tourism.

“We would like more
Indian travellers to discover
the many different sides of

Israel, beyond its longstand-
ing appeal for pilgrimage
and spiritual travel. From
Jerusalem and the beaches,
culinary experiences and
vibrant city life of Tel Aviv, to
the Dead Sea, the desert,
Galilee and Eilat on the Red
Sea, Israel offers an extraor-
dinary variety of experiences
within a relatively compact
destination.”

She added that the return
of the Delhi route would
provide an opportunity to
increase awareness of
Israel's broader tourism
offering among Indian
travellers.

India was a significant
source market for Israel
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with nearly 70,000
Indian visitors travelling to

the country annually, accord-
ing to the Israel Ministry of
Tourism,

Alongside the restoration
ofdirect air connectivity, the
ministry is expanding its
engagement with India's
travel trade through destina-
tion training, webinars, famil-
iarisation programmes for
travel agents and media, and
promotional initiatives high-
lighting Israel's varied
tourism experiences.

The resumption of Air
India’s Delhi-Tel Aviv service
is expected to strengthen
air connectivity between the
two countries and provide
Indian travellers with a direct
option for reaching lIsrael,
while giving fresh momen-
tum to tourism ties between
the two markets.
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Indian pilot helps avert disaster

The pilot was reportedly stabbed as Israeli officials said the co-pilot allegedly tried t

ASHOKE RAJ 1 New Delhi

An Indian pilot of a Tel Aviv
bound flight was stabbed by
the aircraft's copilot on
Wednesday after the latter
allegedly tried to crash the
plane, Israeli officials said. The
confrontation triggered fears
ofa possible hijacking, prompt-
ing an emergency diversion to
Saudi Arabia.

Captain Smit Machchhar
flying a FlyDubai flight from
Dubai to Tel Aviv, was report-
edly attacked inside the
cockpit after his Omani co-pilot
allegedly attempted to inter-
fere with the aircraft's controls
or systems. The captain is said
to have resisted the attack
despite sustaining stab
wounds during the struggle.

The aircraft, carrying 180
passengers and crews, issued
anemergency alert and under-
wenta sudden descent. Flight-
tracking data reportedly
showed the aircraft losing
about 16,000 feet in roughly
one minute before changing
course and entering Saudi
Arabian airspace. The aircraft
was subseguently diverted to
Tabuk in northwestern Saudi

The FlyDubai aircraft, which made an emergency landing in Saudi Arabia, parked atl Ben
Gurion International Airport, near Tel Aviv on Wednesday

Arabia, where it made an
emergency landing.

Accounts cited by Israeli
media said other crew
members and passengers
became aware of the con-
frontation and helped subdue
the co-pilot and secure the
cockpit. The intervention
allowed the aircraft to contin-
ue safely toward its emer-
gency landing.

Captain Machchhar was

reportedly left injured and
covered in blood following
the altercation. Images circu-
lating in Israeli media pur-
portedly show passengers and
crew members assisting him
after the aircraft landed. The
authenticity and provenance
ofthose images have not been
independently verified.

Both pilots were reportedly
taken to hospital in Tabuk fol-
lowing the emergency landing.

AP

The incident initially raised
fears that the aircraft had
been hijacked. Israeli author-
ities reportedly scrambled
fighter jets as a precaution
while security officials sought
to determine what was hap-
pening aboard the flight.

Israeli officials have report-
edly described the incident as
a possible terror-related event.
However, the circumstances
surrounding the confronta-

o crash the aircraft

tion, including the co-pilot's
intentions and motive, remain
unconfirmed.

Authorities are expected to
examine cockpit recordings,
flight-data records and witness
accounts as part of the inves-
tigation. The precise sequence
ofevents inside the cockpit has
not yet been publicly estab-
lished.

The incident has also
created difficulties for passen-
gers stranded in Tabuk.
FlyDubai has reportedly
arranged alternative flights to
transport passengers onward
to Tel Aviv, while some Israeli
passengers have expressed
reluctance to continue their
journey on another commer-
cial flight and have soughtan
Israeli-operated evacuation.

The episode remains under
investigation, with Captain
Machchhar’s reported actions
forming a central part of
accounts of how the cockpit
confrontation was brought
under control. Authorities
have yet to release a defini-
tive account of what hap-
pened aboard the flight or
establish the motive behind
the alleged attack.
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Israel-bound flight diverted to
Saudi Arabia after pilot stabbed

UNITED NEWS OF INDLA
Tel Aviv. 30 Sepiember

FlyDuhai passenger
aireraft bound for
Israel [rom the
mited Arab
Emirates made anemergency
landing in Saudi Arabia on
Woednesdayaltertranamilting
emergency signals including
4 code associated with a
possible hijacking,

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanvahu later
said that one of the pilots
stabbed another and then
apparently tried o crash o
airerall, which was carrving
docens ol Braclis

Passenpers and crow subdued
the attacker and the plane
everitually made anemergency
Landing in Saudi Arabia

The captain of the aircraft,
whiwas stabbed, isidentified
as an Indian national, Caplain
Smit Machehbiar (plota fraset ),
while the second officer is
said tobe an Omani national.

Flighttracking datashowed

that the aireraft initially
transrmiited squawk code 700,
theinternationally recommised
signalforageneralemergency.
It later switched to 7500, a
code used to indicate unlawiul
interferenoe, inchading a possible
hijacking, before reverting to
7700,

Israeli [ighter jets were
serambled after theemerge ey
signal was sent a military
spokesperson said.

The Boeing 737 MAX 8,
operating as [ight F21073
[rom Dubai International
Adrport o BenGurion Airport,

wits carrving more than 100
passengers, including a large
numberof e aclis. Theaireralt
landed at Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaeiz Airport in Tabul,
Sawdi Arabia.

A passenger on board the
FlyDubai tlight told Isracls
i24 channel that one of the
pilists o the fight was stabbed
andthe e weremoments when
shebelieved she was going Lo
die

“Wiejust beard screams, and
thenthe cockpitdoor opened,
and we saw a huge amount
ol bloed,” the passenger,

identified only as Miram, told
the channel.

“The aircralt has landed
salely in Tabuk (TUU), and
all passengers are sale and
accounted for” the airline said
in a statement. “Our leams
are working closely with the
relevant authorities, Further
updates will be issued as
additional confirmed details
become available”

Ageording Lo reports citing
Israch security oflicials and
passengers, the emergency
[olkweedavicdent confrontation
between two pilots in the
cockpit. The reports said one
pilot stabbed another with a
knife, while passengers and
othererw membersntervened
and helped restmin the attacker

The aireralt also lost a
signilicantamountol altitude
during the incident. CNN,
citing [lght data, reported
Lhat theplane descendedfrom
about 34000 [eet Lo
approsimately 17400 feet in
less than two minutes.

Isracli authorites believe

the incident could have been
A lerror atlack attempt,”
according to ollicials.

An Braeli passengerguoted
by The Jerusalem Post said
passengers near the front of
the aircraft nished woward the
cockpit alter hearing the
shouting. The passenger said
they bielped rermone the attacker
[rom the cockpit, allowing
anotherpilot o repain control
ol the aireraft

Theincident prommpled the
Isracli Adr Force to scramble
fighter jets as a precaution,
according o Israeli media
reports. [sraell airspace was
also temporarily closed before
being reopenedalter theairemi
landed safely inSandi Arabia

Prime Minister Benjamin
Metaryabu held consultations
with delence officials as the
situation unfelded. "The
incident is under control, and
all measures are currently
being deploved in order 1o
return the Isracl passengers
safely to Israel” the Prime
Minister's Office said.
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Flyer caught
with 973g of
marijuana

Ahmedabad: Based on pas-
senger profiling, the Alr Intel-

ligence Unit (ATU) of Ahmed-
abad customs at Sardar Val-
labhbhal Patel International
Alrport (SVFI) intercepted a
passenger With 973g of hydro-
ponicmarijuana on Tuesday

The male passenger, a resi-
dent of Surat, had arrived
from Banghkok, said investiga-
tors.

‘During examination of
one paper carry bag In his ca-

concealed inside two plastic
bags containing total 30 small
printed packets said to conta-
in *dehydrated guava’. On pre-
liminary testing with the
NDPS field test Kit, the sub-
stance tested positive for gan-
Ja(marijuana).

The total weight of the re-

covered contraband is
973.23g," according toarelease
by the department.

The contraband has been
seized and the passenger ar-
rested under NDPS Act. man

The drug was hidden in packs
labelled as dehydrated guava
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Stabbed by co-pilot, Indian
capt prevents Israel jet crash

Flyers Subdued
Attacker As
Plane Plunged

Tel Aviv: The co-pilot on a
flight from UAE to Israel stab-
bed the pilot, an Indian, Wed-
nesday and then apparently
tried to crash the jetliner car-
rying around 170 people, Isra-
el's PM Benjamin Netanyahu
sald. Passengers and crew
subdued the attacker, and the
plane landed safely in Saudj
Arabia. As some passe

screamed, the ﬂydubnl Eljght
Issued anemergency alertand
abruptly descended thou-
sandsof feet. Israel scrambled
warplanes amid concerns
abouta possible hijacking.

As a plane carrying pas-
sengers from the flight lan-
ded Wednesday evening in Is-
rael, it was not clear what mo-
tivated the attack. “Weare gu-
arding the pilot,” one person

2 DFF DUT\r PILOTS LANDED PLANE

Video footage showed 2 men on plane”s
floor, bloodied & wounded. Two people
appeared to be giving medical treatment,

| while 2 others quarded the cockpit

said in Hebrew. In another vi-
den, passengers wept and cri-
ed out as the aircraft shook.
Those who Intervened
“saved many lives and pre-
vented a major disaster,” Ne-
tanyahu said, adding that
Saudi Arabia arrested a pilot
whose identity was not imme-
diately shared by authorities.

My salute to

Indian pilot
Captain Smit Machchhar
for his extraordinary
bravery. Despite being
' stabbed and seriously
injured, he fought back,
opened cockpit door &

attacker — preventing
a catastrophic mid-air
disaster. He saved
lives of 174 people.
He is a true hero
= Israel PM Netanyahu

Saudi Arabia had no im-
mediate comment. The pla-
ne's captain and first officer
were injured, according to a
statement by Prince Sultan
bin Abdulaziz International
Alrport in Tabuk, carried by
state-run Alekhbariya TV, ap

pFrom 33k to 1Tk ft, P 22

Left Spiceletin
2023, trained
in Gurgaon

Mumbaikar who comple-

ted his pllot training in
Gurgaon, flydubal flight Cap-
tain Smit Machchhar mana-
ged to regain control of the
aircraft de-
spite  being
injured.

Machch-
har, who
worked in
Spicedet for
aboutadeca-
de till 2023, is learned tu be
stable. Friends and colleagu-
es 58y he is a "great guy”, re-
poris Saurabh Sinha.

“He did his commercial
pilot licence training from
New Zealand,” said a senior
pilot who trained him.

Smit's pilot brother also
fiesfor flydubal.

Plane fell from 33,000ft to 17000ft
in a minute, says flight tracker site

pContinued from page 1

dical attention from lo-

cal authorities, accor-
ding to a regional officlal,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because the offi-
cial was not authorised to
brief the media.

Netanyahu warned in re-
cent days of unspecified, he-
ightened security threats
The country is a week away
from the anniversary of the
Hamas-led Oct 7, 2023, attack
on Israel, which has trigge-
red a series of wars, and is
weeks away fromanelection.

Netanyahu's office said
around 160 people on the pla-
ne were from Israel.

An Israeli official said a
fight broke out between the
two pilots, one of whom was
armed withaknife. The offici-
al spoke on conditlon of ano-
nymity because the incident
was under Investigation.

Around two and a half
hours after leaving Dubai,
the flight descended from
33.000 feet to 17,000 feet in
about a minute, before ma-
kinganerratic circlecloseto
the Jordanian border and
landing in Tabuk about an
hour later, according to
Flightradar24. As the plane
began to dive, a passenger
andacrew member broke in-
tothe cockpit, Netanyahu sa-
id, citing a passenger he spo-
ke to. Other crew members
took over flying the plane.

Among the passengers
who iotervened were mem-
bers of the Israell security
forces and alr marshals, ac-
cording to a person familiar

1‘ }a.fssengers received me-

Rauters

A flydubai passenger being
welcomed at the Ben Gurion
International Airport, near Tel
Aviv, Israel, on Wednesday

Israel PM meets
flyers at airport

sragli PM Benjamin

Netanyahu met on
Wednesday evening
passengers of the flydubai
flight diverted earfier in the
day, a spokesman for the PM
said. A video shared by his
office showed Netanyahu at
girport meeting a man named
Yaniv and his family,
describing him as one of the
fiyers who broke into the
aircraft's cockpit. “1 see a lon, |
see a great hero,” Netanyahu
said after hugging the man,
who identified himself to the
press as Yuval Hayun. are

witha probe by Saudi Arabia
and regional partners.

The airline confirmed
that an “altercation occurred
Inthe flight deck” and the alr-
craft was secured by on-duty
crew “who diverted and lan-
ded the aircraft safely™.

An official confirmed that
Israel had scrambled warpla-
nes, fearing a hijacking. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity because the Incl-
dent was under investigation.

Yasmin Abukasis said her
daughter, who was on the pla-
ne, told her in a phone call that
she could hear someone scre-
aming “Help!” Her daughter
said the crew started to lose
control of the jet, causing pas-
sefgers to scream, but even-
tually two people were able to
wrest control of the plane
while others attempted to
subdue the attacker.

Former United Aldines
pilot and aviation safety ex-

pertSteve Arroyo said he was
surprised that the plane was
able to land safely after most
of the rudder was ripped off
the tail during the extreme
descent. “That was a serious
descent and strong aerodyna-
mic forees on that rudder for
that to happen. I'm just ama-
zed the aireraft dida't come
apart,” Arroyosaid.

Saudi Arabia turned
down arequestby Israel toal-
low its military planes to
bring back Israeli passeng-
ers from a flydubai flight that
made an emergency landing
in the Kingdom, two security
sources said on Wednesday
Saudihas nodiplomatic rela-
tions with Israel

Flydubai, the sister car-
rier of Emirates, started dai-
ly flights between Tel Aviv
and Dubal in late 2020 with
daily flights and has since
ramped up operations to 70
weekly flights. ap arp
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